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H  E  War  with  France  being  now 
adlually  begun,  and   the  Sinews  of 
it  much  wanted  ;VVrirs  were  Tent  q,,,„ jy^^^^^j,, 
out,  dated  at  Wejtmivjter,   Novem- 
ber the  loth,  for  a  l^arliamenf  ro 

_.. meet  there,   on   the  1 1  r.h   Day  of 

§^ j;zaary  followine;,  in  the  i^th  Year  of  this  Reign.  „     . 

On  the  Day  of  their  Meeting,  the  Queen,  it  1562. 
feems,  was  again  indifpofed  (a)-^  and  therefore  a- At  Weftminfter* 
nother  Writ  of  Prorogation  was  produced  by  the 
Lord  Keeper  and  other  Lords  of  the  Council,  and 
read,  whereby  this  Parliament  was  prorogued  only 
to  the  next  Day,  being  the  12th  of  the  fame 
Month. 

On  that  Day  tbs  Parliament  began  ;  and  it  may 
not  be  amifs  to  give  the  Form  of  the  Queen's  Procef- 
fion  to  t.ie  Houfe  {b).  She  rode  that  Morning  from 
her  Palace,  in  great  State,  to  Wejlminjier  Abbey ; 
accompany'd  with  all  the  Lords,  Spiritual  and 
Temporal.  The  Queen  was  clad  in  a  Crifrtfon 
Vol.  IV.  A  Velvet 

(a)  She  was  fomewhat  fick.  of  a  Stych,  Com.  Jour. 

{^)^fype'i  Annals,  p,  255.       ^K Dfwes's  Jmnal,  P.  58,  ^f« 
for  -(ic  whyle. 
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Queen  Elizabeth.  Velvet  Robc,  the  Earl  of  Northumberland  bearing 
1562'  the  Sword  before  her  ;  all  the  Heralds  at  Arms  in 
their  rich  Mantles,  Trumpets  blowing,  ^c.  The 
Bifhops,  twenty-two  in  Number,  riding  in  their 
Robes  of  Scarlet  lined,  and  Hoods  down  their 
Backs  of  Minever  [c).  The  Queen  lighted  at  our 
Lady  of  Grace's  Chapel,  and,  with  her  noble  and 
ftately  Retinue,  went  in  at  the  North  Door  of  the 
Abbey,  where  fhe  heard  a  Sermon  preach'd  byDr 
Nowelly  Dean  of  St  Paul's  ;  and  then  aPfalm  being 
fung,  fhe  and  her  honourable  Company  went  out 
of  the  South  Door,  to  the  Parliament  Chamber, 
and  foon  after  to  the  Houfe. 

The  Lord  Keeper's  Speech,  and  other  initial  Ce- 
remonies, are  omitted  in  the  I^ords  "Journal^  but  are 
fupplied  in  Sir  Symonds  Detves's.  Who  tells  us,  that 
the  Queen  being  prefent,  and  the  Houfes  met,  the 
Lord  Keeper,  Bacon,  by  her  Command,  opened 
the  Caufe  of  the  Summons  in  thefe  Words ; 


:Y' 


My  Lords  and  others  of  this  honourable  JJembfyf 

^OU  (hall  underftand,  that  my  moft  dread 
__  and  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen's  Majefty, 
here  prefent,  hath  commanded  me  to  declare  the 
The  Lord  Keep- «  Occafion  of  this  Afl'embly  ;  which  I  am  not  able 
er's  Speech  at  O-  <  ^^^^^  unmeet)  to  do,  as  it  ought  to  be  done,  among 
pemng  the  Sci-    ,  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^^^  ^^y^^^  ^^^  difcreet  Company.  How- 

*  beit,  knowing  the  Experience  of  herMajefty,  bear- 

*  ing  with  fuch  as  do  their  good  Wills,  and  your 
'  Honours  Patience,  in  bearing  with  me  in  the  like, 
'  afore  this  Time  ;    it  encourageth  me   the  better 

*  herein,  not  doubting  of  the  like  at  this  prefent. 
'  Therefore,  my  Lords,  the  Occafion  is,  that  ne- 
'  cefl'ary  Matter;;  be  provided  for,  propounded  and 

*  fcanned,  and  after  agreed  upon  and  ended,  which 
'  aftewards  fhall  remain  and  continue  ;  which 
'  Matters,  in  my  Judgment,  may  well  be  divided 
'  into  two  Parts  ;   one  touching  Religion,  for  the 

*  fetting  forth  of  God's  Honour  and  Glory  ;  and 
'  the  other  concerning  Policy,  for  the  Common- 

'   wealth  ; 

(fj  Beaver  Skin.  Minever,  a  Fr.  G.  Minuver,  Minuvair,    Pcllis 
Murii  cujujdam  Pantid  ad  Juffukiendai  Fcjies  bibemat  expetita. 

Skiiiner'f  Etjm,  DicI, 
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wealth  J  as  well  for  Provilion  at  home,  as  to  pro-  Queen  Elizabeth, 
vide  for  the  Foreign  Enemy  abroad  :  Which  faid  156a. 
Matters  of  Religion,  may  again  be  divided  into 
two  Parts  i  for  God's  Caufe  being  fmcerely 
weighed,  confidcr'd  and  followed,  bringeth  forth 
good  Succefs  in  all  Affairs  j  and  being  not  fol- 
lowed, butnegleded,  and  made  light  of,  how 
can  any  Thing  profper  or  take  good  EiFe6t  ? 
And  the  greater  the  Perfonages  be  which  fo  abufc 
the  fame,  the  greater  the  Fault  is,  to  the  Damage 
of  the  whole  Commonwealth  j  for  all  Men's  Eyes 
be  fixed  on  thofe  who  be  in  Authority  ;  for  as 
the  Head  is,  even  fo  is  the  Foot  ;  and  after  the 
Superior  foUoweth  the  Inferior.  For  as  God's 
Law  itfelf  is  pet  fed,  fo  there  is  no  Imperfedtioii 
therein,  but  that  which  cometh  of  ourfelves, 
wherein  I  cannot  excufe  either  the  Spiritualty  or 
Laity.  For  as  the  Preachers  be  not  fo  diligent 
in  their  Vocation  of  Preaching,  as  they  ought  to 
be,  even  fo  we  of  the  Laity  be  neither  fo  diligent 
in  hearing,  nor  yet  in  doing,  as  we  fhould  be. 
And  thirdly,  fome  of  the  Laity,  in  not  giving 
Credit  unto  it,  as  it  ought  for  to  be.  For  as  all 
in  Authority  ought  to  be  credited,  and  their  Do- 
ings taken  in  the  belt  Part,  yet  I  would  wifti  the 
fame  fhould  continue  no  longer  than  they  do 
well. 

'  And  where  at  this  prefent  there  is  great  Want 
of  Miniflers,  and  fome  of  them  that  be,  be  much 
infufficient  ;  which,  confidering  the  Time,  are 
tobeborn  withall,  not  doubting  the  Circumfpec- 
tion  of  the  Bifliops,  in  well  looking  to  the  placing 
of  fuch,  which  fliall  be  appointed  hereafter  ; 
and  thofe  which  be,  and  will  not  be  reformed,  to 
havu  fharp  Punifhment.  For  as  heretofore  the 
Difcipline  of  the  Church  hath  not  been  good;  and 
again,  that  the  Miniflers  thereof  have  been 
flotliful  ;  even  fo  for  Want  of  the  fame  hath 
fprung  two  Enormities :  The  firfl  is,  that  for  lack 
thereof,  every  Mm  liveth  as  he  wili,  without 
Fear  ;  and  fecondly,  mai.y  Ceremonies  agreed 
upon,  but  the  right  Ornaments  tbweof  are  either 
A  2  •  .  «  left 
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Queen Eiiiabctlut  jeft  undone  Of  forgotten.     As  in  one  Point,  for 
15^*'        «  Want  of  Difcipline  it  is  that  fo  few  come  to 

*  Service,  and  the  Church  fo  unreplenifh'd,  notwith- 

*  (landing  that  at  the  laft  Parliament,  a  Law  was 

*  made  for  good  Order  to  be  obferved  in  the  fame  ; 

*  but  yet,  as  appeareth,  not  yet  executed.  There- 
'  fore  if  it  be  too  eafy,  let  it  be  made  fharper,  and 
'  if  already  well,   then  fee  it  executed.     For   the 

*  Want  of  Difcipline  caufeth  Obftinacy,  Contempt 

*  and  growing  of  Herefy  ;    therefore  better  to  be 

*  winked  at  and  unfpoken,  than  bruted  abroad  and 

*  unperformed  :  Therefore,  in  mine  Opinion,  the 

*  Device  is  good,  that    in  every  Diocefe  there  be 

*  Officers  appointed   and  devifed,    as  hath   been 

*  thought  good,  to  fit  for  the  Redrefs  of  thefe  and 

*  fuch  like  Errors,  twice  or  thrice  a  Year,    till  the 

*  Faults  be  amended.     In  which  well  doing,  the 

*  Head-Officers  are  to  be  born  withall,  and  main- 

*  tained  ;  and  Laws  to  be  made  for  the  Purpofe  : 

*  The  chief  Care  of   which  faid   former  Matters 

*  pertaineth  to  you,  my  Lords  of  the  Spiritualty  ; 
'  wherein   you  mull  take  Pains  to  travel,  where- 

*  unto  be  Laws  to  be  joined  ;  not  only  for  the  more 
'  perfecting  of  the  fame,  but  for  the  Maintenance, 
'  as  well  of  the  Heads  as  the  Minifters  thereof. 

'  "Now  to  the  fecond  Part,  of  Policy  for    the 

*  Commonwealth  ;    for    as  there  be  Faults    for 

*  Want  of  Dilcipline,  fo  are  there  Faults  in  the 

*  Imperfedlion,  and  Want  of  Execution,  which 

*  Lnperfedtion  muft  be  look'd  unto  i  and  Want  of 
'  Laws  which  needeth  to  be  provided  ibr  and  made  ; 

*  and  to  cc-nfidcr,  if  there  be  not  too  many  Laws 

*  for  one  Thintz:,  and  ihoie  fo  large  and  buly,  that 

*  neither  the  Commons  can  underftand  the  fame, 
'  nor  yet  well  the  Lawyer,  which  would  be  brought 

*  into  feme  briefer  and  better  Order,   and  there  ex- 

*  ccuted.     For  which  Purpofe,  it   is  neceil'ary  to 

*  take  cnre,  to  have  good  Minifters  thereof;  and 
'  ftcondly,  to  banifli  i^ll  Fearfulnels  for  profecut- 
'  ing  the  lame  ;  ana  over  and  befides,  that   to  ap- 

*  point  proved  Men  to  inquire  of  thefe  Minifters, 

*  V.  hereby  they  may  have  the  belter  Regard  to  their 

*  Duty  ; 
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Duty :  For,  even  as  the  Vifitation  of  the  Church  Queen  Elizabeth, 
is  and  was  well  appointed  for  the  Church,  fonow       ^^^^' 
is  the  like  to  be  appointed  for  the  Temporalty. 
For  if  the  Laws  be  not  well  executed,  my  Part 
is  not  the  leaft  thereof,   vvhich  yearly  I  would  be  ^ 

glad  to  hear  of.  The  third  for  the  Enemy,  as 
well  here  bred  amongfl:  us,  as  abroad  :  For 
whereas  the  Queen's  Majefty  at  her  Entrance 
found  this  Realm  in  War  with  Foreign  Power, 
at  which  Time  Lack  of  Treafure,  Artillery, 
Force,  and  other  Things,  caufed  her  to  agree  to 
a  Peace,  although  not  the  heft,  howbeit  for  our 
Surety  fhe  fpared  no  Coft  to  bring  it  to  pafs ; 
which  notwithftanding,  of  later  Time,  certain 
old  cankered  Enemies  of  this  Realm,  attemp'ed 
to  put  in  Execution  to  bring  iheSc^cs  to  the  Go- 
vernance of  France^  and  fo  beii:g  a  firm  Land  to 
ours,  10  have  been  our  utter  Enemies ;  which 
Danger  the  Queen  forefceing,  fought  by  all 
Means,  as  well  by  her  Embafladors  as  others,  to 
ftay  the  Enterprize,  but  could  noti  and  therefore 
helped  her  Neighbours  of  Scotland,  and  fo  difap- 
pointed  that  Attempt ;  or  elfe  afore  this  Time 
I  doubt  the  Scotiifi  Territories  would  have  been 
too  little  to  have  holden  them,  but  that  they 
would  have  troubled  us,  not  only  at  Berwick^  but 
at  the  Walls  of  York ;  which  Attempt,  being  by 
the  Means  of  herMajefty  flayed  and  letted,  the  faid 
bent  Enemies  have  attempted  the  fame  in  France^ 
to  the  whole  Difturbance  of  all  Chrijiendom,  and 
all  done  for  the  Mifchief  of  this  Realm,  joined 
with  a  devilifh  Confpiracy  within  ourlelves,  tend- 
ing to  the  aiding  of  the  Foreign  Enemy  ;  and  by 
their  ov/n  Confeflion,  to  have  raifed  a  Rebellion 
in  this  Realm  :  And  for  that  by  none  of  her 
Grace's  Travels  or  Means,  fhe  could  there  flay 
their  Enterprife,  or  make  them  agree,  fhe  was 
forced  the  rather  to  flay  the  fame,  for  the  Surety 
of  this  Realm,  to  the  no  little  Charge  of  her  Ma- 
jefly  :  For  in  thcfe  Proceedings,  and  in  repair- 
ing of  thrfs  and  other  like  Faults,  J  dare  be  bo^d 
A  :;  *  tn> 


Queen  Elizabeth. 
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to  fay  (for  that  I  am  thereof  afliir'd)  it  hath  coft 
her  Majefty  as  much  as  two  of  rhe  beft  Subfidies, 
which  at  any  Time  hath  been  within  this  Realm  ; 
and  all  at  her  own  proper  Charges,  without  ei- 
eiiher  (training  of  her  Subjedls,  or  having  Aid  of 
them,  towards  the  fame.  Howbeit  (he  yet  think- 
eth  it  well  fpent  ;  for  often  it  chanceih,  that 
Money  is  better  fpent  than  fpared  ;  as  the  com- 
mon Saying  is.  That  a  Penny  is  well  fpent  which 
afterwa'rds  faveth  a  Pound.  And  fo  in  this,  if 
that  Money  had  not  been  fo  fpent,  in  ftaying  in 
Time  their  attempted  Enterprifes,  it  would  af- 
terwards have  turned  to  no  little  Prejudice,  nor 
yet  fmall  Charge  of  this  Realm.  And  where 
afore  this  Time  Princes  commonly  have  had  fome 
Vein  or  Delight  to  fpend  Treafure  upon  for  their 
Pleafure,  whxh  the  Q_ieen  hath  none,  but  only 
for  the  Commonwealth  and  Surciy  thereof  j  fo 
that  we  may  mofl^  jultly  and  fortunately  fay  to 
her  great  Praife,  that  the  relieving  of  the  Realm's 
Neceflities  is  our  Prince's  whole  Delight ;  And 
notwithftanding  all  the  Disburfements  of  thefe 
her  great  Charges,  yet  {he  was  (as  I  right  well 
knowj  very  hardly  brought  to,  and  perfuaded  to 
call  this  Parliament,  in  which  flie  fhould  be  dri- 
ven to  require  any  Aid,  or  by  any  Means  to 
charge  her  Subjects,  if  by  any  other  Means  it 
might  have  been  hoi  pen  ;  and  fo  her  Majefty 
herfelf  commanded  to  be  declared.  And  I  for 
my  Part,  and  fo  do  others  very  well  know  ;  for 
the  Commons  little  think  or  confider  v/hat  a 
Trouble  Want  is  to  her,  whereby  fhe  is  forced 
to  a-k  of  them,  (which  furely  is  againft  her  Na- 
ture) hvA  that  fhe  is  thereunto  forced,  for  the 
Surety  of  this  Realm. 

*  And  for  that  the  Nether  Houfc  cannot,  bein^ 
fo  m^ny  toTenhcr,  but  of  Neccniry  mufl  have 
one  10  be  a  Mouth,  Aider  or  Infl:ru(^tor  unto 
lli'-m,  for  tr.c  Opening  of  Matters,  which  is 
ci'i: !  the  Sp-  .ikcr  \  therefore  go  and  aflemble 
you  Del  yes  together  and  eledf  one,  a  di  Tercet, 
wiiC,  and  learned  Man,  to  be  your  Speaker,  and 

*  on 
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'  on  Friday  next  the  Queen's  Majefty  appointeth  Queen  Elizabeth. 
'  to  repair  hither  again,  for  to  receive  the  Prefent-        *56a. 
'  ment  of  him  accordingly.' 

On  the  15th  of  January ^  the  Commons  came 
again  before  the  Queen,  and  prefented  T'homas  IVil-  Thomas  wilii- 
liams,  Efq;  one  of  the  Fellows  of  the  Inner  Tem-  ams.^fqj  Speak- 
pie,  their  Speaker  ele6t  ;  whofe  Excufe  for  Infuf- 
liciency  not  being  allow'd,  he  made  a  mod  elabo- 
rate Speech  on  hisIndu6lion  ;  which,  for  the  Ra- 
rity of  the  Stile,  and  other  Incidents,  is  judged  as 
worthy  of  a  Place  in  this  Hiftory  as  the  Lord 
Keeper's. 

Moji  Honourable^ 

*  \  Lthough  afore  this  Time   the  Place   hath 

'  jTV  ^^^"  furnifhed  with  Orators,  and  therefore  ^^^Lh^'^ponhis 

'  their  Matter  entreated  of  worthily  call'd  an  Ora-  Ekaion. 

'  tion  '■,  yet  I  now,  void  of  any  fuch  Knowledge, 

'  require  that  Name  may  bereft,  and  that  it  might 

'  bear  the  Name   of  an  Ep'ftle  with  a  Requeft. 

'  And  for  the  better  Underftanding  thereof,   I  will 

'  divide  the  Matter  into  three  Parts  ;  one  for  Time 

'  paft  ;  and  the  fecond.    Time  prefent  ;  and   the 

'  third,  Tme  to  come.     But  fearing  to  fall  be- 

*  tween  two  Mountains,  as  to  be  counted  either 

*  ungrate,  or  difTembling,  I  know  not  what  to 
'  fay  ;   but  yet  feeing  Savage  Beafts    forget   not 

*  them  who  do  well  unto  them,  as  appeareth  by 

*  the  Story  of  a  Lyon,  out  of  whofe  Foot  a  certain 
'  Man  took  a  Thorn,  which  faid  Perfon  being  af- 
'  terwards  caft  to  the  fame  Lyon  to  be  devoured, 
'  the  Lyon  not  forgetting,  but  remembering  the 
'  former  Kindnefs  (hewed  unto  him,  would  not 

*  devour  him,  but  ever  after  followed  the  fame 
«  Man  ;  even  fo,  without  too  much  Ingratitude, 
'  can  I  not  let  pafs  your  Majefty's  manifold  Bene- 
'  fits  extended  upon  us  ;  which  although  worthily 
'  to  be  declared,  they  pafs  my  Capacity  now  to  ex  ■ 
'  prefs  ;  yet  think  it  Blafphcmy  to  fuffer  it  clean 
^  to  be  untouch'd,  and  therefore  in  fome  part  will 
*•  put  in  remembrance  the  fame  ;  which  I  will  di- 
-  vide  into  two  Parts,  the  one  fpiritual  the  other 

*  teninorrw.,. 
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temporal.  For  the  firft,  when  God  planted  your 
Highnefs  in  this  Place,  you  found  it  not  fo  fur- 
ni{h*d  with  Treafure  as  other  your  Predecefibrs 
have,  although  if  you  had,  yet  Occafions  enough 
to  employ  it  ;  which  notwithftanding,  you  did 
not  take  the  Extremity  of  Penal  Statutes,  and 
other  Forfeitures,  due  unto  you,  but  pardoned 
al!  fuch  as  in  Time  convenient  requir'd  it.  Alio 
your  Majefl-y  did  vouchfafe  to  take  upon  you  the 
Charge  of  both  the  States,  as  well  Spiritual  as 
Temporal,  and  fo  purged  this  Church  of  ail  ill 
Service,  and  placed  therein  Service  to  God's  Ho- 
nour. Further,  what  great  Plague  and  Dearth 
happened  hy  ill  Money  this  twenty  Years  laft 
paft,  which  within  one  Year  is  brought  to  good 
again,  with  little  Lofs  of  your  Subjects  ?  Your 
Majefty  prevented  alfo,  as  well  the  Attempt  in 
Scotiand,  made  by  your  common  Enemy  there, 
as  now  of  late  again  in  France  ;  which  other  wife, 
if  it  had  not  been  forefeen,  would  have  turned  to 
the  no  little  Peril,  and  Lofs  of  this  your  Realm, 
and  Subjects  thereof.  Alfo  your  Highnefs  hath 
been  Author  of  good  Laws,  as  appeareth  by 
thofe  made,  both  of  the  laft  Parliament,  and  by 
your  other  Proclamations  lince.  Further,  find- 
ing this  Realm  at  your  Entrance  in  Wars,  you 
brought  it  in  Peace  :  AH  which  former  Proceed- 
ings have  been  a  great  Charge  unto  your  Majefty, 
which  although  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown  be 
fmall,  yet  hath  it  hitherto  only  been  done  of  your 
own  Charge,  as  the  laft  Day  by  the  Lord  Keeper 
it  was  declared.  And  for  the  laft  Part,  and  prm- 
cipal  Point  of  all  other,  your  Highnefs  hath 
brought  and  reftored  again  God's  Doctrine  into 
this  Realm  ;  for  which  your  humble  Subjefts 
moft  heartily  give  Thanks  to  God,  and  you,  by 
the  Mouth  of  me  their  appointed  Speaker. 
'  For  the  fecond  Point,  being  Time  prcfent  ; 
your  Majefty  is  the  Head,  and  the  Body  the 
Sprritualty  and  the  7\mpora!ry,  which  Body  is 
to  be  divided  into  three  Kftatcs,  the  Lords  Spiri- 
tual, and  the  Lords  Temporal,  and  the  Com- 

*  mons. 
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mons,  whofe  Mouth  I  am  j  which  by  no  means  Queen  Elizabeth* 
can  profper,  the  one  without  the  other  ;  for  as  any  ^S^^' 
Eftate  divided  cannot  well  continue,  fo  in  this  ; 
and  therefore  fay,  Nofce  terpfum^  not  minding  to 
fpeak  thefe  Words  only  to  you,  but  to  tiie  whole 
Body  ;  for  although  the  Head  may  lack  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Body,  and  yet  continue  ;  yet  fo  the 
Member  cannot  want  the  Head,  nor  yet  the 
Head  the  whole  Body,  but  the  Want  of  the  one 
of  thefe  laft  two  fhall  be  the  Ruin  of  the  other  ; 
and  therefore  of  Neceffity,  for  the  fure  Preferva- 
tion  of  the  whole,  it  behoveth  them  firmly  to 
join  together  ;  for  though  your  Highnefs  be  the 
Head,  and  therefore  the  chief  Care  perlaineth 
to  you,  yet  your  Majefty  cannot  throughly  re- 
drefs  the  fame,  without  Knowledge  of  the  Faults, 
nor  yet  well  underftand  the  whole  State,  except 
the  other  Parts  of  the  Body  join  with  you,  and 
put  to  their  helping  Hands.  I  find  in  divers  Hi- 
ftories  great  Commodities  grow  to  Princes,  by 
fearching  out,  not  only  the  Wants  of  their  Sub- 
jects, but  Knowledge  of  their  Talk  ;  wheieby 
they  better  both  underftand  their  own  P'aults,  and 
the  Fktterers  they  have  about  them  ;  which  Or- 
der the  wife  and  prudent  Marcus  AureUus  ufed, 
and  long  Time  reigned  honourably.  The  noble 
Conqueror  Alexander^  in  the  Beginning  of  his 
Reign,  ufed  the  fame;  but  leaving  that  Order, 
and  having  no  Regard  to  his  living,  was  deftroy'd  ; 
which  like  Example  was  feen  by  that  notable  and 
valiant  Warrior  Julius  Cc::far.  And  being  en- 
couraged by  thefe  like  Exam.ples,  and  others,  to 
enter  into  fome  Abufes  ufed  in  this  Realm,  I  will 
only  fpeak  of  three,  being  all  three  notable  Mon- 
fters,  Neceffity,  Ignorance,  and  Error.  Necef- 
fity  is  grov/n  amongftouvfelves,  fo  that  no  Man 
is  contented  with  his  Degree,  though  he  hath 
never  fo  much  ;  but  where  fhe  is  fas  the  Proverb 
faith;  fhe  hcih  no  Law;  for  how  now  be  all 
Schools,  Benefices,  and  other  like  Rooms  fur- 
niflied,  and  yet  thofe  for  Schools  fo  few,  that  I 
dare  fay  a  hundred  Schools  want   in  England^ 

which. 
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which  before  this  Time  have  been.  And  if  in 
every  School  there  had  been  but  an  hundred  Scho- 
lars, yet  that  had  been  ten  thoufand  ;  fo  that 
now  I  doubt  whether  there  be  fo  many  learned 
Men  in  England^  as  the  N^i^her  wants  of  thefe 
Scholars. 

'  The  fecond  Monfter  is  her  Daughter  Igno- 
rance ;  for  want  of  ten  thoufand  Scholars,  which 
thefe  Schools  were  the  bringers  up  of,  and  want 
of  good  School- mafters,  bringeth  Ignorance  ; 
but  the  Occafion  of  thefe  two  Monfters,  is  for 
want  of  Livings  and  Preferments  j  for  Covet- 
oufnefs  hath  gotten  the  Livings,  as  by  Impropria- 
tions, which  is  a  Decay  of  Learning.  For  by  it 
the  Tree  of  Knowledge  groweth  downwards,  and 
not  upwards,  as  it  was  firft  meant  and  made  for  ; 
and  groweth  thereby  greatly  to  the  Difhonour 
both  of  God  and  this  Commonwealth.  The  U- 
nivcrfities  are  decayed,  and  great  Market  Towns, 
and  others,  without  either  School  or  Preacher  } 
for  the  poor  Vicar  hath  but  only  twenty  Pound, 
and  the  reft,  being  no  fmall  Sum,  is  Impropri- 
ate ;  and  lo  thereby  no  Preacher  there,  but  the 
People  being  trained  up  and  led  in  Blindnefs,  for 
want  of  Inftructions,  become  obftinate.  And 
therefore  to  iee  to  it,  and  that  Impropriaiions 
may  be  redrefs'd,  notwithftanding  the  Laws  al- 
ready made. 

*  The  third  Monfter  is  Error,  a  Serpent  with 
many  Heads,  many  evil  Opinions,  and  much 
evil  Life,  as  Pelagians,  Libertines,  P.tpifts,  and 
fuch  others,  leaving  God's  Commandments,  to 
follow  their  own  Traditions,  Affedions  and 
Minis.  But  if  the  Papift  be,  as  indeed  he  is,  in 
Error,  let  us  feck  the  Redrefs  thereof  ;  for  that 
the  Poor  and  Ignorant  be  thereby  abuied.  Until 
which  Redrcfs  be  had,  you  nor  your  Realm,  nei- 
ther at  home-  p.or  ahto;'.d,  fhall  ever  be  well  fervcd 
of  fiirh  People,  which  be  fo  divided;  and  there- 
fore Ipec-lilv  look  to  it,  and  weed  out  this  Wick- 
edncf.  and  Error  wiil^in  thefe  our  Days,  which 
is  too   much   known  now  adays  j    for  if  vour 

'  Godly 
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Gcdly  Proclamations  were  not  fo  foon  forgotten, QiL«n Elizabeth, 
they  would  be  amended.  In  the  Country  I  heard  ^^ 
tell,  but  fmce  I  came  hither,  walking  in  the 
Streets,  I  have  heard  oftentimes  more  Oaths  than 
Words  ;  a  pitiful  hearing  !  for  if  the  Mgyptians^ 
by  whofe  Laws  the  People  loft  their  Hands,  and 
amongft  the  Barbarians  loft  their  Lives,  for 
fwearing,  and  efpecially  if  it  were  a  Lie  :  If  it 
were  fo  punifhed  amongft  them,  being  Infidels, 
what  (hall  there  be  no  Punifhment  amongft  us 
being  Chriftians  ?  Is  Truth  further  from  us  pro- 
feffing  the  Name  of  Chriji,  and  being  Chriftians, 
than  from  them  being  Infidels  ?  But  even  as 
Tantalus  was  plagued,  fo  are  we  ;  for  although 
he  had  Apples  even  hanging  at  his  Mouth,  yet 
could  he  not  eat  any  of  them  ;  and  having 
a  River  of  Water  even  as  it  were  running  by  his 
Lips,  yet  could  he  not  drink,  but  died  for  Hun- 
ger and  Thirft  :  Even  fo  are  we  plagued  ;  for 
having  God's  Word,  and  his  Name  ever  in  our 
Mouths,  yet  we  live  as  Infidels,  or  as  them  that 
are  furtheft  from  the  fame  ;  and  fo  having  e- 
nougb,  there  is  Scarcity.  And  that  we  may  a- 
void  this  Blafphemy,  and  the  other  Monfters, 
your  humble  Subjects  defire  your  Highnefs  to  fee 
to  the  lamentable  Eftare  of  this  Commonwealth, 
and  the  Redrefsof  the  fame. 
*  Having  perufed  Times  paft  and  Times  prefent, 
let  us  go  to,  and  well  remember  the  Time  to 
come.  For  Cato  faith,  a  Thing  well  begun 
fliailbe  well  ended  ;  fo  then  foUoweth  of  a  good 
Beginning  a  good  Ending.  For  that  noble  Cap- 
tain Hanibal^  environ'd  with  his  Enemies,  in  a 
ftrange  Country,  founded  his  Trumpet  to  Coun- 
cil, and  thereby  profpered.  So  your  Majtfty 
hath  now  called  the  Pre'ates,  Nobles,  and  Com- 
mons, to  Council,  for  Surety  of  the  Realm.  We 
now  fo  therefore  aflcmbled,  as  diligent  in  our 
Calling,  have  thought  good  to  move  your  Ma- 
jefty,  vi'  the  Aflt-nt  of  this  Aflembly,  to  build 
a  ftroiv"  ■  for  the  Surety  of  the  Realm,  to  the 
repuifing  u*   .  ^ur  Enemies  abroad  ;  which  muft 

'  be 
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be  fet  upon  firm  Ground,  and  ftedfaft,  having 
two  Gates,  one  commonly  open,  the  other  as  a 
Poftern,  with  two  Watchmen  at  either  of  them, 
one  Governor,  one  Lieutenant,  four  Soldiers, 
and  no  good  Thing  there  wanting.  The  fame 
to  be  named,  the  Fear  of  God  ;  the  Governor 
thereof  to  be  God,  your  Majefty  the  Lieute- 
nant, the  Stones  the  Hearts  of  faithful  People,  the 
two  Watchmen  at  the  open  Gate  to  be  call'd 
Knowledge  and  Virtue,  the  other  two  at  the 
Poftern  to  be  call'd  Mercy  and  Truth  j  all  being 
Spiritual  Minifters: 

*  This  Fort  is  invincible,  if  every  Man  will  fear 
God  ;  for  all  Governors  reign  and  govern  by  the 
two  Watchmen,  Knowledge  and  Virtue  ;  and 
if  you,  being  the  Lieutenant,  fee  Juftice  with 
Prudence  her  Siiler  executed,  you  (hall  then 
rightly  ufe  the  Office  of  a  Lieutenant  ;  and  for 
fuch  as  depart  out  of  this  Fort,  let  them  be  let  out 
at  the  Poftern  by  the  two  Watchmen,  Mercy 
and  Truth  ;  and  then  you  fhill  be  well  at  home 
and  abroad.  The  Charge  of  this  Fort  is  yours, 
being  Lieutenant.  By  Juftice  your  Place  is 
fettled,  whereunto  Obedience  ought  to  be  taught 
and  done  ;  which  your  Majcfty  ought  to  look  to. 
And  fo  now  the  Fe  .r  of  God  to  be  a  fure  Fort, 
the  Subjects  Hc-rts  the  Stones,  Knowledge,  Vir- 
tue, Mercy  and  Truih,  the  four  Watchmen, 
God  the  Governor,  and  your  Ma;cfty  the  Lieu- 
tenant, is  well  proved.  Therefore  to  builJ  up- 
on this  Fort,  the  r'ear  of  God,  is  nothing  lick- 
ing to  a  happy  Life  ;  for  by  God  are  all  F'rinccs 
appointed,  ^.'iio  put  down  Saul?  Who  mn  ie 
David  King,  who  fought  onlv  God't  Glorv  and 
fo  profpered  ?  As  did  JsfiipbrA,  "Jofias^  and  He- 
zcchias,  and  alio  4kas,  as  long  as  they  fought 
God's  Giory,  prolpered  ;  but  forgetting  God, 
were  overthrown  ;  Therefore  f^rft  of  all,  and 
continu.-.Uy  vouchlafc  to  leek  God's  Glory,  and 
his  true  Honour,  and  then  you  (hail  have  this 
Fort  welibviil;,  an  \  hy  \-nu  well  governed. 

*  Further  I  :\n\  to  be  a  Suitor  to  your  Majefty, 

*"  that 
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'  that  when   Matters  of  Importance  fhall  arife,  Queen  Elizabeth, 

*  whereupon   it  (hall  be  neceflary  to  have  your        ^^^^' 

*  Highaefs's  Opinion,  that  then  I  may  have  free 
'  Accefs  unto  you  for  the  fame  ;  and  the  Hke  to  the 
'  Lords  of  the  Upper  Houfe. 

*  Secondly,  That  in  repairing  from  the  Nether 

*  Houfe  to  your  Majefty,  or  the  Lords  of  the  Up- 
'  per  Houfe,  to  declare  their  Meanings,  and  I  mif- 
'  taking  on  uttering  the  fame  contrary  to  their 
«  Meaning,  that  then  my  Fault  or  Imbecility  in 

*  declaring  thereof  be  not  prejudicial  to  the  Houfe, 
'  but  that  I  may  again  repair  to  them,  the  better  to 

*  underftand  their  Meanings,  and  fo  they  to  reform 
'  the  fame. 

'  Thirdly,  That  the  Aflembly  of  the  Lower 
'   Houfe  may  have  frank  and  free  Liberties  to  fpeak 

*  their  Minds,  without  any  Controulment,  Blame, 
'  Grudge,  Menaces  or  Difpleafure,   according  to 

*  the  old  ancient  Order. 

'  Finally,  That  the  old  Privilege  of  the  Houfe 

*  be  obferved,  which  is,  that  they  and  theirs  might 
'  be  at  Liberty,  frank  and  free,  without  Arreft, 
'  Moleftation,  Trouble,  or  oiher  Damage  to 
i  their  Bodies,  Lands,  Goods  or  Servants,  with 
'  all  other  their  Liberties,  during  the  Time  of  the 

*  faid  Parliament  ;    whereby  they  may    the  better 

*  attend,  and  do  their  Duty  ;  all  which  Privileges 
'  I  defire  may  be  enrolled,  as  at  other  Times  it 
'  hath  been  accuftom'd. 

'  And  thus  having  been  tedious  unto  you  with 
'  my  Speech,  void  of  Eloquence,  I  crave  your 
'  Pardon,    and   defi'e   your  Majelly  to  accept   of 

*  my  Heart  and  guod  Will,  as  well  at  this  Time  as 
'  after  j  and  I  will  pray  as  I  am  bounden,  for  your 

*  Honour  long  to  reign  over  us. 

We  omit  the  Lord  Keeper'?  Anfwer,  being  no- 
thing but  what  was  common  on  fuch  ' /ccafions. 
,  It  was  now  that  ihr  Oath  of  Supremacy  was  firft 
taken  by  all  the  Members  of  both  Houle^  ;  purfu- 
ant  to  an  A6t  of  Parliament  made  in  the  fi  ft  Year 
cf  this  Reign. 

The 
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Queen  Elizabeth.  '^^^  Journals  of  the  Lords  begin  with  a  Bill,  for 
1562.  the  good  ordering  and  governing  of  the  Queen's 
Majefty's  Garrifon  of  the  Town  of  Berwick.  This 
Frontier  -  Place  being  judged  very  neceflary  to 
be  taken  Care  of  at  that  Time.  Another  BiU 
pafled  the  Houfe,  aUb,  for  preventing  Horfes  and 
Geldings  to  be  carried  out  of  the  Realm,  into  5^^/- 
land^  orelfewhere. 

Nothing  farther,  very  material, happened  in  their 
Proceedings,  till  February  ihe  20th,  when  a  Bill  for 
granting  a  Supply  was  fent  up  by  the  Commons. 
It  confifled  of  a  Subftdy^  two  Fifteenths  and  two 
Tenths ;  which  pafled    the  Houfe   of  Lords  on  the 

granted.  ^3^-     '^^'^  Grant  was  the  fame  as  the  former,  ex- 

cept that  the  Tax  upon  Goods  was  from  three 
Pounds,  when  the  former  was  from  five.  Cambden 
writes,  that  this  large  Supply  was  granted  as  a  Com- 
pliment to  the  Queen,  on  the  happy  Turn  of  Af- 
fairs, at  that  Time  [c).     *  In  Confideration  of  her 

*  having  reformed  the  Faith  ;.  reftorcd  Peace  to  her 

*  Kingdoms  ;  refcued  England  and  Scotland  from 
'  the  common  Enemy  ;  refined  the  Coin  ;  rebuilt 

*  the    Navy  ;    provided   Ammunition   for  Sea  and 

*  Land  ;  and  in  a  Word,  for  the  extraordinary 
'  Care  (he  ufed  in  France^    for   the  Security  of  its 

*  young  King,  for  the  Safety  of  this  Kingdom,  and 

*  her  Endeavours  to  regain  Calais.' 

We  find,  by  the  Journal^  that  the  two  Provinces 
of  Canterbury  and  I'll  k  granted  each  a  Sub/idy,  this 
Time,   which  were  confirmed  by  Parliament. 

On  the  3d  Day  of  li^Jarch,  a  Bill  pafled  the 
Houfeof  Lords,  with  fome  Provifoes  added  thereto, 
by  them,  For  the  AJfurance  of  the  i^ieen's  Majejifs 
Royal  Power,  over  ail  States  and  Subjciis^  within  her 
Dominions.     This  h^  Hands  the  firft  amongft  our 

printed 

(cj  Cambden  in  Ker.vet,   p.  591. 

Our  Author  proceed  to  acqinint  his  Rescuers,  *  That  a  Fif~ 
tt:r,th  and  a  'Tenth,  is  a  certain  Tax,  in  every  City,  Barroogh  and 
T"wn  ;  not  upor  every  Man,  in  particular,  but  a  general  Sum,  in 
Pr  portion  t'.  the  Fifteenth -t"  the  compute!  Wealth  of  the  relpective 
Pi.icfs,  A  Su  'fidyisw'.at  is  .mpofrd  on  ever,  fingle  ''erfon  a'  they 
are  airelTed  by  P<  le,  ..ccotding  to  the  Value  of  their  Goods  and  Lands. 
But,  he  add  ,  neither  cue  nui  otuer  of  thcfc  Taxts  are  laid  but  bf 
Ail  ot  I'arliament. 
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printed  Statutes  of  this  Year  j    '  By  wh  ich,  it  was  QueenElizabeth. 
'  High  Treafon  for  any  Man  to  aflert  three  Times,        i^gz  . 
'  by  Writing,   Word  or  Deed,  the   Authority  of 
'  any  foreign  Prince,  Prelate  or  State,   in  Spiritual 

*  Matters  in  England,  or  any  other  of  the  Qiieen's 
'  Dominions.     Or  to  refufe  the  Oath  of  Supremacy 

*  to  the  Queen,  in  Matters  Spiritual,  or  over  Per- 

*  fons  Ecclefiaftical,  after  it  had  been  twice  tender- 
'  ed.     Yet  fo,  as  that   they  fhouid  not  fall   under 

*  an  Attainder,  nor  forfeit  their  Goods  and  Chatels ; 

*  nor  that  this  Oath  fhouid  be  exaded  from  any 
'  Peer   of  the  Realm,   or   any  Perfon  of  eminent 

*  Quality,  whofe  Allegiance  the  Queen  did  not  in 
'  the  leaft  queftion  ;  nor,  indeed,  of  any  but  fuch 
'  who  were,  had  been,  or  fhouid  be,  in  Holy  Or- 
'  ders  ;  or  did  then  bear,  or  fhouid  bear,  fome  Ec- 
'  clefiaftical  Office.  Or  that,  after  Warning  given, 
'  fhouid  refufe  to  obferve  the  Rights  and  Ceremo- 
'  nies  of  the  Church  of  England  ;   or  fhouid  dif- 

*  honour  the  fame  in  Public,  either  by  Word  or 
'  Deed  ;  or  fhouid  celebrate  or  hear  Mafs,  ^c* 

To  the  Palling  of  this  Bill  there  was  only  fome 
fmall  Oppofition  ;  the  Catholic  Bifhops  being  now 
removed,  but  one  Lay-Lord,  in  the  whole  Houfe, 
had  the  Courage  to  fpeak  againft  it  This  was 
Lord  Vifcount  Montague,  mentioned  before  {e). 
In  the  Lower  Houfe,  one  Mr.  Atkinfon^  a  Student 
of  the  Innner-Temple,  expreffed  the  fame  Zeal  for 
the  Catholic  Caufe.  Their  Speeches  are  publifhed 
in  Mr.  Strype's  Annals,  i^c.  from  the  Manufcript 
of  the  famous  Martyrologift,  Foxe  ;  and  mult  find 
a  Place,  alfo,  inthefe  Er.qairieb,  with  this  Obierva- 
tion  oi Strype's  M^on  them,  *  Thar  the  Plea  of  Con- 

*  fcience  and  gentle  Ulage,   toward  fuch  as  differ  in 

*  Judgment,  are  Arguments  made  ufe  of  now  in  the 
'  Behalf  of  P^/»//?i' ;  which  were  but  of  fmall  Avail, 
'  in  the  laft  Reign,  when  they  were  in  Power.' 
Firft  Lord  Montague. 

HE  Prince  or   Commonwealth  that    will^°'''^5:^°"*'suc'= 

,  T  1  r  ^       Speech  againft 

make    a  new  Liw,    ought   to    con lider  the  Queen's  Su- 

'  three  premacy. 


T 


{f)  Sir  Anthony  Srnvne,  advanced  to  the  Peerage  by  Queen  Mary, 
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three  Things:  Tht  Firji,  That  the  fame  Law- 
be  neceflary  :  The  Second^  That  it  be  juft  and 
rcafonabie  :  The  Thirds  That  it  be  poflible  and 
conamodious,  apt  and  fit  to  be  put  in  Execution. 
Unto  thele  three  Qualities  may  be  reduced  all  o- 
ther  that  are  requifite,  to  the  End  the  Law  fhouid 
be  good.  Now,  it  is  to  be  fcen,  if  ihefe  three 
Qualities  be  in  the  Law,  that  certain  do  pretend, 
and  would  have  to  be  made  in  this  Parliament  a- 
gainft  the  Papifts,  as  they  call  them.  For  the 
which  prefuppofe,  that  my  Intent  is  not  to  per- 
fuade  that  the  Religion  which  now  is  obferved  in 
England  is  either  falfe  or  fchifmatical ;  but  to  en- 
treat only,  if  it  be  good,  that  a  Law  be  made, 
whereby  it  fliall  be  commanded,  under  Pain  of 
Death,  that  the  Papifts,  with  Oath,  confefs  the 
Doctrine  of  the  Proteftants  to  be  true  and  evange- 
lical. As  for  the  firft,  I  fiy,  That  this  Law  that 
is  pretended  is  not  neceflliry  ;  forafmuch  as  the 
Catholicks  of  this  Realm  difturb  not,  nor  hinder 
the  publick  Aftairsof  the  Realm,  neither  Spiritual 
nor  Temporal.  They  difpute  not,  they  preach 
nor,  they  difobey  not  the  Queen,  they  caufe  no 
Trouble  nor  Tumults  among  the  People.  So 
that  no  Mim  can  fay,  that  thereby  the  Realm 
rioth  receive  any  Hurt  or  Damnge  by  them. 
They  have  brought  into  the  Realm  no  Novelties 
in  Do<^trine  an^:  Religion. 

'  This  being  true  and  evident,  as  it  is  indeed, 
there  is  no  NecefTuy  vvJiy  any  new  Law  fliould 
be  made  apinft  them.  And  where  there  is  no 
Sore  nor  Grief,  Medicines  are  fupcrfluous,  and 
alfo  hurtful  and  dangerous. 
*  As  concerning  the  fecond,  I  fay,  That  this  Law 
that  is  pretcntied,  is  neithtrjuft  nor  reafonable, 
nor  cannot  be,  nor  dcfcrveih  to  be  called,  or  have 
ihe.Nameof  Ljzy,  when  it  is  made.  For  it 
fiiall  be  contrary  and  repugnant  unto  all  Laws  of 
Men,  Natural  and  Civil.  J  me:d]e  not  wi.h 
God's  Laws  ;  for  I  have  above  fa  id,  That  in 
this  Diicourfe  I  do  not  pretwid  to  entreat  of  the 

*  Verity 
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VeHty  and  Truth  of  Religion.     But  leaving  that  Queen  Eiizabet.'i. 
till  Time  fit  and  convenient,  I  do  entreat,  Whe-         1562. 
ther  it  be  juft  to  make  this  penal  Statute  to  force 
the  Subie<5ls  of  this  Realm   to  receive  and  believe 
the   Religion  of  the  Proteftants,  upon  Pain    of 
Death.     This,  I  fay,  is  a  Thing  moft  unjufl* 
For  that  it  is  repugnant  to  the  Law  of  Nature 
and  all  Civil  Laws.     The  Reafon  is,  for  that  na- 
turally no  Man  can,  or  ought  to  be  conftrained,  to 
take  for  certain  that  that  he  holdeth  to  be  uncer- 
tain.    For  this  repugneth  to  the  natural  Liberty 
of  Man's   Underftanding.      P'or   Underftanding 
mav  be  perfuaded,  but  not  forced. 
*  The  Doftrine  of  the  Proteftants   doth  repugn 
unto  all  the  Ecclefiaftical  State  of  EngUmd  that 
were  prefent  at  the  lalt  Parliament,  and  holdeih 
Contradidlion  with  all  Provinces  of  Chrijlendoni. 
It  repugneth  to  all  the  Doflrine  of  all  the  Parlia- 
ments paft,  and  all  general  Councils.     With  thefe 
Contradictions  there   is  no  Proteftant,  if  he  be  a 
Man  of  any  Underftanding  or  Judgment,  but  will 
confefs  that  it  is  doubtful  and  uncertain ;  feeing 
that  of  thofe  Things  that  appear  not  to  our  Senfes, 
there  arifeth  no  Doubt  nor  Uncertainty,  hut  of  the 
Opinions  of  Men.     And  if  he  will  fay  'tis  the  Ca- 
tholick  Dodtrine  ;  therefore  the  Qi^ieftion  is,  How 
this    Word  can  be  tfnderftood  ?     which    is  the 
Work    of  Underftanding,   and  is  reduced    and 
brought  to  Opinions.     And  when  there  be  many 
Opinions  of  the  one  Side  and   the  other,  it   is 
Reafon,  that  the  Thing  be  doubtful,  'till  all   O- 
pinions  come  to   one;    And  that  there  be  one 
Faith ^  one  God,  and  one  Trinity. 
'  Now,  to  turn   to  my    Purpofe,  I   fay.   That 
fince  the  Dodrine  of  Proteftants    is  fo  uncertain. 
Cleaving  to  call  it  falfe;  there  is  no   Reafon  nor 
Juftice,   that  doth    permit  or   fufFer,  that  Men 
fhould  be  forced  to  take  it  for  certain,  true  and 
fure,  and  affirm  the  fame.     It  is  fufficient,  and 
enough   for  Proteftants  to  keep  Pofleflion  of  the 
Churches,  and  the  Authority  to  preach  and  ex- 
Vol.  IV.  B  '  communicate. 
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Q^een  EHrabetb. »  communicate,  not  to  feek  to  force  and  ftrain  Men 
'5^**        (  to  do  or  believe  by  Compulfion  what  they  be- 
«  lieve  not ;  and  not  to  I'vvear,  and  to  make  God 
c  Witncfs  of  their  Lie. 

Mr.  Strype  obferves,  hereupon,  by  the  Way, 
how  much  this  Bill  is  (whether  wilfully  or  igno- 
rantly)  represented  by  this  Peer.  For  the  Oath 
therein  required  to  be  taken,  is  not  to  fwear  to  the 
Truth  of  the  Proteftant  Religion,  and  the  Doc- 
trine thereof,  (nor  is  there  the  leaft  Mention  made 
of  Religion  in  the  whole  Aft)  but  only  that  no 
foreign  Bifhop  Cchiefly  meaning  the  Bifhop  of 
Rome )  hath  any  Power  or  Authority  in  the 
Queen's  Realms  and  Dominions.  Nor  was  this 
Oath  to  be  impofed  upon  all  the  Queen's  Subjefts 
univerfally ;  but  only  fuch  as  fhould  enter  into 
Holy  Orders,  or  took  any  eminent  Places  and 
Offices  upon  them  ;  which  if  they  declined  to  do, 
and  meddled  not  in  the  Government,  no  fuch 
Oath  was  required  of  them.  And  there  is  an 
exprefs  Provifo,  that  none  fhall  be  compelled  to 
take  it,  but  feme  Ecclefiaftical  Perfons,  that  gave 
juft  Grounds  of  Jealouly  to  the  State.  And  be- 
fides,  this  Aft  was  found  neceffary  for  the  Secu- 
rity of  the  Qiieen  and  her  Government,  (which 
was  at  this  Time  in  no  .fmall  Danger)  as  the 
Tittle  of  the  Act  ran,  For  the  AiJurance  of  the 
^een's  Povccr  over  all  her  States  and  Subjeils  : 
And  the  Preamble  of  the  Aft  mentioned  the  Dan- 
gers by  reafon  oj  the  Fauten  of  the  ufurped  Power 
of  the  See  of  Rome,  at    this  Time  grown  to  marvel- 

loui  Outrage  and    Ikentioin  Boldncfs  After 

this  Caution,  he  goes  on  with  this  Lord's  Speech. 

*  It  is  enough  for  them,  [the  Proicftants]  and 

•  they  might  hold  themfelves  content,  that  there  is 

•  no  Impediment  or  Let  made  by  the  Catholicks, 

•  but  that  they  may  perfuade  the  People  fo  much  ai 

•  they  lift,  and  teach  and  preach  their  Doftrine. 

*  As  touching  the  Third,  that  is,  Whether  this 

•  Statute  fliculd  be  poffible,  meet  and  convenient, 
5  to  be  put  in  Execution  :  I  fay,  That  on  what  is 
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*  faid  in  the  fecond  Chapter  oi  Jujlice,   dependethQiiee"El'zabcth. 

*  and  is  contained  the  Underftanding  of  this  Third,        ^^^z- 

*  touching  the  Commodity  and  PoffibiUty.  lior  it 
'  is  an  eafy  Thing  to  underftand,  that  a  Thing  fo 

*  unjuftly,  and  fo  contrary  to  all  Realbn  and  Li- 
'  berty  of  Man,  cannot  be  put  in  Execution,  b  ,t 
'  with    great  Incommodity  and  Difficulty.      For 

*  what  Man  is  there   fo  without  Courage  and  Sto- 

*  mach,  or  void  of  all  Honour,  that  can  content  or 

*  agree  to  receive  an  Opinion  and  new  Religion  by 

*  Force  and  Compulfion  ;  or  will  fwear,    that  he 

*  thinketh  the  contrary  to  that  he   thinketh.     To 

*  be  ftill  and  diffemble  may  be  born  and  fufFered  for 
'  a  Time ;  to  keep  his  Reckoning  with  God  alone  ; 
'  but  to  be  compelled  to  lie  and  to  fwear,  or  elfe  to 

*  die  therefore,  are  Things  that  no  Man  ought  to 

*  fuifer  and  tndurc.     And   it  is  to  be  feared,  rather 

*  than  to  die,  they  will  feek  how  to  defend  them- 
*  felves "  Whereby  fhouldenfue  the  contrary  of  w'-at 
'  every  good  Prmce   and  well-advifed  Common- 

'  wealth  ought  to  feek  and  pretend,    that  is,  to  keep       ' 
'  their  Kingdom  and  Government  in  Peace. 

*  So  that  this  Law  and  Statute  that  is  pretended, 

*  Jince  it  is  not  necellary  for  Men,    without  they 

*  leave  Quietnefs  and  Peace  ;  nor  juft  and  reafon- 

*  able,  feeing  it  forceth  Men  to  hold  for  certain  and 
'  true,  that  they  fhould  hold  for  doubtful  and  falfe  ; 

*  and.being  incommodious  and  impoffible  to  be  put 

*  in  Execution,  for  the  Alterations  that  may  enfue 

*  of  great  Unjuftice  ;  1  conclude,  that  by  no  Means 

*  any  fuch  Law  ought  to  be  made  and  enacted. 

'   And  becaufe  fome  faid.  This  need  not  be  fear- 

*  ed,  nor  ought  any  thing  to  be  a  Stop  ;  becaufe  the 

*  greater  Part  of  the   Aflembly  of  the  Lords  and 

*  the  Higher  Houfe,  was  of  the  Mind  and  Opinion, 

*  that  the  Law  ought  to  be  made,  including  in  the 
'  fame  Aflembly  the  Bijhops  that  are  twenty-five  : 
'  I  anfwer.  That  they  neither  can,  nor  ought  to 

*  have   to  do  in  this  Matter,   becaufe  they  are  as 

*  Party,  and    therefore  cannot  be  Judges.      And 

*  that   they  have  Party,  and  have  Intereft  in   this 

*  Matter,  it  cannot  be  denied  ;  fince,  ipfcfa^o yihcy 

B  2  '  havs 
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have  difpoflefTed  the  CathoHck  Bilhops  of  thefr 
Churches,  under  this  Occalion  and  Colour,  to 
bring  into  the  Realm  better  Do<5lrine.  Befides  all 
this,  neither  the  Law  nor  the  Gofpel,  nor  other 
Civil  Law  doth  fufFer  Ecclefiaftical  Perfons,  to 
have  more  than  the  Judgment  and  Examination 
of  the  Dodrine  and  Excommunications.  And, 
according  to  this,  it  belongeth  not  to  the  Bifhops, 
but  only  to  declare  and  pronounce  the  Dodrine, 
of  the  Papifls,  to  be  faife,  as  they  have  done  ;  and 
to  excommunicate  fuch  as  follow  the  fame.  To 
appoint  afterward  the  Temporal  Penalties  of 
Confifcation,  Banifhment  or  Death  ;  this  apper- 
taineth  not  to  them,  but  to  the  Secular  Judge ; 
who,  according  to  the  Neceflity  of  the  Common- 
wealth, for  Peace  and  Quietnefs  of  the  fame, 
may  execute  and  proceed  againft  fome  excommu- 
nicate Perfons  with  more  or  lefs  Rigour  after,  as 
he  (hall  think  good. 

*  It  {hall  be  alfo  very  juft,  reafonable  and  conve- 
nient for  the  Service  of  the  Queen,  that  the  Lords 
of  the  Realm  alone,  without  the  Bifhops,  do  con- 
fiu'er,  if  it  be  meet  and  convenient  for  the  Wealth 
of  the  Realm,  to  make  this  Statute  and  Law  fo 
rigorous ;  or  whether  that  that  is  made  already 
be  fjfficient  ;  or  whether  it  be  meet  and  conve- 
nient (to  take  away  all  Inconveniences  and  Da- 
mages that  may  arife  of  thofe  Diverfuics  and  No- 
velties in  Religion)  to  command  the  Bifhops  all, 
as  well  Papiftical  as  Proieftants,  to  find  the  Means 
to  try  the  Matter  (afore difputed  hcrej  within  the 
Realm,  or  in  the  general  Council.  The  which 
feemeth  fliould  be  much  more  eafy,  more  fure, 
and  more  convenient. 

*  And,  furthermore,  fince  it  belongeth  to  the 
faid  Lords,  not  to  endanger  their  Lives  and  Goods, 
if  any  War  (liould  happen  within  the  Realm,  or 
with  their  Neighbours  ;  let  them  therefore  take 
good  Heed,  and  not  fuffcr  thcmfelves  to  be  led 
by  (uch  Men  that  are  full  of  Afiedtion  and  Paf- 
lions,  and  that  look  to  wax  mighty,  and  of  Power, 

'  by 
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*  bv    the   Confifcation,    Spoil  and  Ruin  of  the  Qaeen Elizabeth* 
'  Houfes  of  noble  and  ancient  Men/  ^562. 

To  this  Speech  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  We 
fhal!  lubjoii)  another  Oration  in  the  Houfe  ot  Com- 
mons, againft  the  faid  Bill  of  the  Oath  o^ Supremacy, 
by  Mr.  Atklnfon,  aforefaid,  fpoken  the  loth  Day  of 
Alarch  i  but  it  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Journals, 

Right  Honourable , 

'  '\rO  U  have  heard  the  EfFed  of  this  Bill,  con-  y^^  Atklnfon'? 
'     ][       taininginitfelf,  that  all  thofe  that  {hall  by  s-eech  ^.c^-i-.ft 

*  any  open  Aft,  maintain  any  foreign  Jurifdidiori,  ''^^^'^j^  '■''^^'^" 

*  or  {hall  refu'e  the  Oath,  which  islikewife  for  the^'^"""'''' 

*  aboii{hing  of  all  foreign  Power ;    that  fuch  Or- 

*  fenders  fhall,  for  the  firft  Offence,  inrur  the  Dan- 
'  ger  of  Prnnunire ;  and  if  they  eftfones  relufe  again, 

*  then   to  be  judged  as  in  Cafe  of  High  Trealon, 

*  Whether  any  foreign  Power  be  lawful  to  be  re- 
'  ceived  within  this  Realm,  or  whether   in  Confci- 

*  ence  a  Man  ought  to  take  this  Oath,  that  Matter 

*  I  purpofe  not  now  to  difpute  ;  for  that  is  already 

*  put   out  of  Queftion   by  Confent  of   the  whole 

*  Realm,  in  High  Court  of  Parliament,  in  the  firft 
'  Year  of  the  Reign   of  our  Sovereign  Ladv  that 

*  now  is  J  againft  which  it  ihall  not  become  me  to 
'  reafon.     But,  Marrie,  whether  an  Offence  com- 

*  mitted  againft  that  Statute  befo  fliarply  to  be  pu- 

*  nifhed  as  this  Bill  here  requireth,  that  is  the  Que- 

*  ftion  that  we  now  have  in  Hand.     Wherein  I 

*  think  that  the  Punifhment  already  devifed  is  fufii- 
••  cient ;  that  the  Punifliment  limited  in  this   Bill  is 

*  too  rigorous  5  and  that  though  this  A6t  went  for- 

*  ward,  yet  no  Benefit  could  thereof  grow  to  the 
-  Commonwealth. 

'  If  the  Offence  were  Treafon,  as  it  was  faid 
'  this  other  Day,  in  the  Houfe,  that  it  was ;  and 
^  that  the  Offenders  therein  were  Traytors  even  by 
^  the  common  I^aws  of  the  Realm,  as  Men  that 
'■  sought  to  take  the  Crown  from  the  King,  and 
'    c,ivc  !t  the  Pope,  then  would  I  think  no  Punifli^ 

men:  100  litlle  for  i:  :  And  Pitv  it  were,  that  e- 
B  I       '  *  veil 
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ven  for  the  firft  Offence  it  was  not  made  Death. 
Howbeit,  if  it  may  be  proved  unto  you,  that  the 
Maintenance  of  Foreign  Jurifdidlion  was  not  by 
the  Laws  ever  accounted  Treafon;  then  I  truft 
there  will  no  good  Man  think,  but  that  the  Of- 
fence being  not  fo  great,  the  Punifhment  ouiiht 
not  to  be  lb  great  neither.  I  would  agree.  That 
the  ancient  Writers  of  the  Law,  as  both  BraSfon 
and  Briton  have,  in  their  Writings,  railed  the 
King  God's  Vicar  iu  Earth:  And  fo  I  aflent  to 
that  that  Skipwith  fiiih.  That  there  is  the  Deanry 
o^  Pickering  m  Ireland  belonging  to  the  Archbi- 
{hop  of  Deviling^  [  i.  e.  Dublin  ]  nnd  that  it  is  of 
this  Condition,  That  if  an  EngliJJ^man  be  made 
Archbifhop,  that  then  he  (hall  have  the  Deanry  as 
his  free  Chapel  ;  and  if  an  Irijhman^  then  the 
King.  His  Reafon  is,  ^ia  RegesfacroOleo  un^ii 
SpiritualisJurifdiciiQ7iisfuntcap(iceSy  i.  e*  Becaufe 
the  Sacred  Majefly  of  a  King  anointed  with  Holy 
Oil,  haLh  Capacity  of  Spiritual  Jurifdi«5lion.  I 
likewile  agree  to  the  Saying  of  Bricn^  where  he 
fiiih.  That  a  great  Dodlor  of  Law  once  told 
him,  That  a  Prieft.by  Prefcription,  might  be  im- 
pleaded in  the  King's  Temporal  Court,  ^ia  Rex 
e/f  Pe'fcna  mixta  ex  Sacerdotibus  ^  Laicii :  /.  e, 
Bccauic  the  Perfon  of  a  King  is  mixt  of  Prieft- 
hoori  and  Laiiy. 

'  Of  all  which  we  may  gather,  That  by  the 
Common  Laws  the  King  may  have  the  Tem- 
poral Profits  of  a  Spiritual  Promotion,  and  alfo 
implead  a  Spiritual  Perlon  in  his  Temporal  Court. 
All  which,  nutwithftanding,  I  am  fure  no  Autho- 
rity can  be  (hewed  to  prove,  that  the  affirming, 
that  the  Pcpe  ought  to  have  Jurildidtion  in  theie 
or  other  like  Mutters,  or  tlut  the  Jurifdidlion  of 
them  ought  not  to  appertain  to  the  King,  was  ne- 
ver yet  accoinpted  Treafon. 
'  And  therefore  luppofe  that  the  King  hcid  brought 
a  .^//f;/v/;/;/r^/.'7  againft  a  Spiritual  Perfon,  fwhich 
ii  a  Pica  merely  Temporal,  determinable  in  the 
Temporal  Court)  and  that  the  Spiritual  Perfon 
had  thought  to  appeal  to  Rome  in  Stay  of  the 

Judgment  i 
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*  Judgment;  had  this  been  Treafon  ?    Nay,  fu  re- Queen  Elizabeth. 

*  ly,    though  without  feme  open  Aft  fhewing  the       is^a.' 

*  fame,  it  was  never  yet  taken  to  be  Treafon  ;  nor 

*  was  it  ever  yet  ieen,  that  a  Man  in  fuch  a  Cafe 
'  was  bound  to  difcover  his   Confcience  upon   his 

*  Oath.     But  to  go  further,  fuppofe  he  had  expref- 

*  ly  faid  before  Wjtnefs,  that  he  would   apperrl  to 

*  Ro?ne  ;  nay,  fuppofe  he  had  appealed  to  Rome  in- 
'  deed  ;  had  this  been  Treafon  ?  Nay,  it  was  never 

*  yet  but  Premunire ;  and   not  Premunire  neither, 

*  till  the  Statute  of  the  27th  of  Edward  ihe  Third 

*  made  it  fo.     But  was  this  an  Offence  againil  the 

*  King's  Crown  and  Dignity  ?    But  fo  are  many 

*  Offences  that  are  not  Treafon  ;  and  are  not,  as  he 
'  faid,  Crimina  lafcs  Majedatis,  but   Crimina  mi- 

*  nuta  Majejlatis. 

*■  If  then  to  affirm,  that  the  Pope  ought  to  have 

*  Jurifdiiflion  in  a   Temporal  Matter,  were   not 

*  Treafon  ;  much  lefs  were  it  Treafon  to  affirm  the 
'  fame  in  Spiritual  Matters  :  As  to    fay,  that  the 

*  Confecration  of  Archbifhops  belonged  to  him,  or 

*  that  the  Order  of  Service  and  Sacram.ents  ought 

*  to  be  direfted  by  the  See  Apotlolick.     What  the 

*  Judges  have  faid  in  our  Law  in  the  Behalf  of  the 
'  Pope,  that  fpare  I  here  for  Duty's  Sake  to  fpeak 

*  of.     I  am  fure  it  was  more  than  I  have  hitherto 

*  faid  :  And  yet  were  they,  I  believe,  as  fkillful  in 

*  knowing  what  Treafon  was,  and  as  loth  to  offend 

*  therein,  as  was  the  Gentleman  that  went  about 

*  with  fo  many  Reafons  to  prove  it  Treafon  ;  nor 
'  I  doubt  not,  but  even  at  thofe  Times  when  Princes 

*  fuffered  this  Offence  to  remain  unpuniflied,  and 

*  when  the  Subjects  offended  in  it,  that  yet  they  had 

*  as  great  a  Care  to  maintain  the  Royal  Dignity  of 
'  the  Crovvn  ;  and  were  otherwife  as  void  of  traite- 

*  rous  Hearts,  as  thofe  that  think  themfelves  bed 
'  Subjects. 

*  And  therefore  we  read,    that  in  the  Time  of 

*  Edward  (ho,  Firfl,  the  Pope  willed  the  King  to 

*  take  Peace  with  Scotland,  and  he  made  him  An- 
'  fwer.  That  touching  his  Tr?nporalitieSy  he  knew  no 

*  Pcfr  in  his  Rcai'fu     And  the  like  Letters  was  fent 

?  iu 
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Qofen Elizabeth. '  in  the  Time  oi  Henry  the  Sixth  ;  and  Humfrey^ 

1562.        ^  then  Duke  of  Gloucejler^  hurled  them  in  the  Fire. 

^  And,  whofoever  readeth  the  Statute  of  Premunire 

<  made  in  the  1 6th  Year  of  Richard  the  Second , 

*  fhall  find  that  all  the  Lords,  both  Spiritual  and 
«  Temporal,  faid.  That  they  would  Jlick  ivith  the 
'  King  in  the  Maintenance  of  his  Crown  and  Digni- 
'  ty.  And  they  were  therefore  feverally  examined, 
«  to  the  Intent  that  their  Opinion  might  be  known. 

*  If  then  it  hath  been  proved,  that  that  Offence  hath 
«  not  been  Treaibn,  nor  that  the  Offenders  therein 

*  have  not  otherwife  born  traiterous  Hearts ;  I  truft, 

*  that  the  Offence  being  not  fo  great,  you  will  not 
«  without  Caufe  go  about  to  encreafe  the  Punifh- 
^  ment. 

*  Let  us  therefore  never  go  about  to  aggrieve  the 
^  Matter,  or  make  it  worfe  than  it  is  j    but  let  us 

<  confider  it  in  fuch  Sort,  as  it  is  indeed  ;  that  is,  au 

*  Offence  in  Religion,  and  an  Offence  againft  the 

*  Statute  made  in  the  firft  Year  of  the  Queen's  Ma- 

*  jefty.     And  then,  whether  fuch  an  Offence  be  to 

*  be  punifhed  by  Death,  either  for  the  Prefervaiion 
'  of  the  Common  Peace,   or  elfe   by   the  exprefs 

*  Laws  of  God,  that  Matter  falleth  further  in  Con- 

*  fuitation. 

'  As  for  the  Scripture,  I  mud  confefs  myfelfig- 

*  norant  in  them,  as  the  Thing  that  is  not  my  Pro- 

*  fcffion,  nor  in  which  I  have  been   exercifed  :  Yet 

*  thus  much  have  I  heard  the  Preachers  !"ay,    that 

*  are  now.  That  though,  in  the  old  Law,   Idolatry 

*  was  puniflied  with  Death  ;  yet  lince  the  Coming 

*  of  Chrifl  fwhocame  to  win  the  World  bv  Peace, 
'  and  bade  Put  up  the  Sword,)  m&  grcateft  Punifh- 
'  mcnt  that  hath  bct-n  taught  by  the  Apoilies  in  ca(c 

*  of  Religion,  hath  been  by  Excommunication. 
'  For  Religion,  they  fay,  muft  firk  in  by  Perfuafi- 
'  on  ;  it  cannot   be  preflisd  in  by  Violence.     And 

*  tlxrtjfore  they  called  the  Adt  of  the  Six  Articlet-, 

*  that  wr.s  ma  ie  the  3  iff  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth, 

*  Te  II  hip  w  th  the  Six  L:/Jhs.       And   as   for  the 

*  Dealings  in  Qu.en  Mary's  Days,  they  much  mif- 
^  liked  them  j  calling  the  Bifhops  Blood-jUikcn^  and 

*  bads 
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bade  Fie  on  thefe  Tormenters,    that  delighted  in  no-  QueenE^i^zabctlt. 
thing  elj'e  but  in  the  Death  of  Innocent i  j  that  threa- 
tened the  whole  Realm  with  their  Fire  and  Faggots  ; 
Murtherers ;  that  they  were  were  worfe  than  Cai- 
aphas,  zwr/^  /^<z«  Judas,  worfe  than  the  Tray  tors 
that  put  Chrift   to  Death.      And  that  with  fuch 
Vehemency  and  Stomach,  as  I  aflureyou  I  mar- 
vel, how  it  can  pofTibly  come  to  pals,  that  they 
(hould  now  defire  to  eftablifh  that  as  a  Law,  which 
they  thought  then  fo  far  unlawful. 
*  And  indeed  many   a  Solemn  Clerk  and  Holy 
Father  hath  there  been  in  the  Church,  that  have 
much  mifliked  that  cruel   Handling;    and  have 
wifhed  rather  the  Opinions  of  the  Men  to  be  taken 
away  than  the  Men  themfelves  ;  and  would  have 
them  convinced  Magis  Verbo  quam  Vi^  i.  e.    Ra- 
ther by  the  Word  than  by  the  Sword.     Howbeir9 
what  was  the  Caufe,  why  in  allChriftian  Realms 
Offenaers  in  Religion  were  punifhed  by  Death : 
And  further,  how  far  the  Punifhment  that  is  here 
devifed,  exceedeth  that  in  Rigour  and  Cruelty  .* 
And  laftly,  how  Offenders  in  this  Cafe  of  Religi- 
on ought  not  to  be  punifhed  by  the  one,  nor  by 
the  other  j  that  Matter  (hall  I  make  fo  plain  and 
fo  evident  unto  you,  that  I  trufl  no   charitable 
Man  will  conlent  to  the  paffmg  of  this  Bill. 
'  iv'r/?,  As  for  Excommunication^  that  was  thought 
fo  eafy  a  Punifliment,  that  it  was  the  Thing  that 
they  gladly   would  have  wifhed    for.     For  what 
could  plea'e  them  belter  that  had  already  forfakeft 
the  true  Faith,  than  to  be  punifhed  from  the  Com- 
pany of  all  thoft  that  believe  otherwifethan  them- 
felves ?     Therefore  was  Fining  and  Raniosning 
devifed  againft  the  Mainchees.     But   that  would 
not  ferve  ;   for  either  had  they  nothing  to  lofe,  or 
elfe  were  willing  to    lofe  that  they  had.     Then 
was  it  further  d(^vife  *  and  enadted,   That  they 
fliould  be  imprifoned.     But  Imprifonment  would 
not  help  neither.     Fo:  the  Number  of  them  was 
luch  as  the  Prifons  could  not  hold  them  ;  and  the 
Keepcis  many  Times  were  corrupted.     Then  was 
Biuilhinent  devifed  ;  but  that  was  worft  of  all  o- 

'  ther. 
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Ei:zabrth  *  ^'''^'^'     ^^"^  ^^^"   would  they,  by  their  Letters, 

1562?  "**'  openly  defame  thofe,  by  whom,  for  their  Naugh- 

«  tincfs  they  had  received  any  Damage.     And  fur- 

'  Iher,  not  keeping  their  Confcience  tothemlelves, 

*  ceafed  not  by  preaching  in  Woods  and  Cellars,  by 

*  dealing  in  Hugger-Mugger  feditious  Books  of 
'  their  own  making,  keeping  of  Midnight-Ledtires, 

*  making  of  Enterludes  and  Ballads,  to  allure  other 

*  filly  Souls  to  their  Naughtinefs ;  fo  far  forth  that 

*  if  better  Remedy  had  not  been  provided,  this  Can- 

*  kcr  would   have  crept  over  the  w^hole  Body  of 

<  Chrijfendoni,     Nor  were  they   fo  contented  nei- 

*  ther,   but  fell  to  open  Violence,  as  robbing  and 

*  fpoiling  of  Churches,   and    taking    other   Mens 

<  Goods  from  them.     Infomuch  that  the  Stories  of 

*  the  Church  make  mention.  That  when  the  Ma- 
'  cedoniam  and  the  Catholicks  fhouldcome  before  the 
«  Deputy  of  Philippus,  for  hearing  of  their  Contro- 

*  verly;  and  that  the  Throng  was  great,  the  Mu.e- 

*  ^donians  fell  in  Hand  with  them,  and  faid,  That 

*  by  the  Number  of  them  it  fhould  feem  rather 
'  that   they  came  to  fight  with  them   than  to  dif- 

*  pute  ;  and  therewith  drew  their  Weapons  upon 

*  them,  and  flew  them  to   the  Number  of  three 

*  thoufand.  For  which  Violence  of  theirs,  it  was 
»  ordained,  by  Confent  through  Chrtjlendom^  That 

*  Violence  fliould   be  offered  them  again.      And 

*  their  Offence  for  common  Quietnefs  Sake,  and  for 

*  the  Peace  of  the  Church,  punifhed  in  this  Sort  : 

*  That  is  to  fay.  That  if  it  were  by  open  Witnefs 

*  proved,  that  any  had  offended,   that  yet  he  might 

*  abjure  for  the  firft  Offence,   if  he  would ;  and 

*  upon  Penance  and  Repentance  made,  be  received 

*  into  the  Church  again.     But  if  hecftfoncs  fell  in 

*  Rela!)re,   then  he  fhould  be  left  to  the  Secular 

*  Han  is. 

'  Wiiich  Puiiifhment,  as  it  was,   was  yet  much 

*  more  cafy,  than  that  which  is  here  dcvifcd.  For 
'  Tncrc  you  lee,  unlels  he  had  been  convinced  by 
'  \Vi:ners  for  fome  open  YzCi  done,  he  was  with- 
'•  our  Danger  of  liic  I.aw.     But  here,  though    he 

*  .uicndcd  to  live  under  a  Law,  and  keep  his  Con- 

*  fcicncc* 
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fcience  to  himfelf,  yet  will  we  grope  him,  and  fee  Queen Elizabetfc,- 
what  fecretly  lieth  in  his  Brealt :  And  to  the  In-  156a. 
tent  he  fliall  not  dally  with  us,  we  offer  him  an 
Oath,  which  many  a  Man  fhall  take  that  under- 
llandeth  not  what  it  meaneth.  There  you  fee 
the  firft  Offence  was  not  punifhed  ;  but  he  had 
Leifure  to  bethink  him  and  mend.  But  here  rhc 
very  nrft  Ofl^ence  is  puniflied  ;  and  by  what  Pu-  "" 
nifhment  ?  Forfooth,  by  Judgment  o^ Premunire, 
which  is  Lofs  of  Lands  and  Goods,  his  Body  in 
Prifon  at  the  Queen's  Will  and  Pleafure  ;  and 
yet  he  is  in  no  great  Surety  of  his  Life  neither. 
For  if  any  Man,  upon  Difpleafure,  fhould  kill 
him,  his  Friends  might  well  lament  his  Death, 
but  they  could  not  punifh  it.  For  a  Man  at- 
tainted in  Premu?iire^  isperdie  out  of  the  Protedi- 
on  of  the  King,  and  of  the  Laws.  Yea,  and  be- 
fides  all  this,  not  a  Man  dare  give  him  his  Alms, 
left  he  fhould  be  an  Aider  and  Maintainer  ^iihiii 
the  Compafs  of  this  Statute  [a.) 
'  Therefore,  methinks,  the  Law  was  a  great 
deal  better,  and  furely  much  more  profitable  for 
the  Commonweakh,  that  was  made  in  the  firft 
Year  of  the  Queen's  Majefty.  For  there  we  fee 
the  firft  Offence  is  not  fo  grievoufly  puniflied. 
And  if  every  Ecclefiaftical  Perfon,  every  Judge 
and  other  Officer,  every  one  that  is  of  the  Queen's 
Fee,  every  Man  that  (hall  fue  Livery,  all  Scholars 
ihatare  in  the  Univerfity,be  fworn,  (as  they  muft 
be  by  the  fame  Statute^-  what  Mifchief  can  there 
be  wrought,  but  it  fhall  be  efpied  and  quenched  ? 
Is  it  not,  think  you,  an  eafier  Way  to  win  Men 
(for  win  them  we  mull:,  if  we  fhall  do  well)  to 
leave  a  Gap  for  him  open  to  Promotion,  if  he 
embrace  thefe  Proceedings  than,  if  he  refufe 
them,  to  take  that  he  hath  from  him  ?  Is  it  not 
a  fufficient  Punifhment  for  him,  that  no  Man 
fhall,  by  his  Wit  and  Learning,  fo  long  as  he  con- 
tinueth  that  Opinion,  bear  any  Office,  or  have 

'  any 

(a)  There  is  a  Provifo  in  this  Statute  againft  this  Confequence  of 
Premunire,  and  fo  there  is  another  againft  the  former,  Strytg, 
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*--~.ti:..v.,».  *  any    Countenance     in    this    Commonwealth  ? 
156:.  What  Better  Proof  can  you  have  of  the  Good- 

nefs  of  the  Law,  that  you  fee,  fince  that  Time, 
no  great  Breach  of  the  Law  ;  no  feditious  Con- 
gregations, no  Tumult,  but  the  Common  Peace 
well  kept,  and  every  Man  liveth  under  a  Law 
without  Difturbance  of  the  Queen's  Proceedings  ? 
So  that  that  Punifhment  being  fufficient,  it  is  in 
vain  to  defirea  greater  to  keep  tliem  under. 
*  Let  us  follow  the  Example  of  the  Qiieen's  Ma- 
jefty  ;  whofe  Gracious  Highnefs  hath   with  fuch 
Clemency  rukd  us,  and  fo  tempered  her  Juftice 
with  Mercy,  as  I  ween  never  Prince  fmce  the 
Conquell  ( I  fpeak  it  without  Flattery)   hath   for 
the  Time  reigned  over  us  in  a  quieter  Peace,  with 
more  Love  and  Icfs  Exadion.     The  Honour  be 
to  her  gracious  Majelty,  and  thofe  good  Counfel- 
lors  that  have  had  that  Statute  in  Hand. 
'  But,  to  go   on  ;  fuppofe  it  were  pafled  for  a 
Law,  what  great  Good  could  we  reckon  fliould 
grow  to  the  Commonwealth  by  it  ?     You  will 
fay,  a  Sort  of  ftubborn  Papifts  fhould  be  rid  out  of 
the  Way  ;  who,  if  they  lived,   would  be  Caufers 
of  Sedition  ;    and   Sedition    mull   needs  be  the 
Caufe  of  Defolaiion.     Surely,  if  the  whole  Num- 
ber, that  think  againft   the  Oath  in  their  Con- 
fciencc,  Ihould  refufe  the  Oath,  and  for   the  Of- 
fence be  executeti ;  the  Realm  could  not  chufe  but 
be  much  weakened,  and  a  great  deal  the  lefs  at>le 
to  defend  itfelf.     We  may  partly  fee  it, by  the  U- 
niverhries,  that  what  with  the  one  Side  and  the 
other,  hath  been    fc  {haken   for  Religion,  that 
Learning  is  almoft  quite  decayed  in  them.     And  if 
Proviiion  be  not  made,  all  like  lo^omt  to  a  bar- 
b;irous  Ignorance. 

*  Bui  fuppolc  you  that  the  greatcft  Part  will  re- 
fule  the  Oath  ?  Think  you  that  all  that  take  it, 
will  upon  the  taking  of  if  change  their  Confci- 
ences?  Nay,  many  a  falle  Shrew  there  is,  that 
will  lay  his  Hand  to  the  Book,  when  his  Htart 
fliali  be  far  oft".  Of  th  s  hath  this  Houle  ful!  Lx- 
pcricnce.     For  in  the  Bill  of  conveying  over  of 

*  Horfti^ 
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Horfes,  thefe  wasa  Claufe,  that  whofoever  would  QueenEiizabeth* 
fwear  that  it  was  for  his  neceflary  Travel,  it  was  ^S^^* 
lawful.  And  becaufe  Men  flicked  not  at  fuch  a 
Trifle  to  forfwear  themfelves,  that  Claufe  was  re- 
pealed. And  upon  like  Confideration,  by  the 
grave  Advice  of  this  Houfe,  was  the  Oath  left  out 
of  the  Subfidy-Book.  If  Men  for  fuch  Trifles 
will  forfwear  themfelves,  it  cannot  chufe  but  be 
perillous,  when  their  Goods,  Lands,  Liberties  and 
Lives,  fhall  depend  upon  it.  And  namely  upon 
a  Matter,  whereof  for  the  moft  Part  they  have  no 
Knowledge  ;  but  all  one  to  them,  whether  it  be 
fo,  or  other  wife.  And  fo  protefting  tliat  to  be 
in  their  Confciences,  whereof  they  ftand  in  Doubt, 
they  {hall  wilfully  forfwear  themfelves. 
'  And  if  Men  were  feditious  before,  now  will 
they  become  ten  Times  more  feditious.  Neither 
fhall  the  Queen's  Majefty  beever  a  whit  the  Surer y 
which  is  the  Title,  and  as  itfhould  feem  the  only 
Meaning  of  this  Bill.  For  if  any  were  rebellious 
before,  now  will  his  Heart  become  more  rebelli- 
ous ;  for  that  he  is  enforced  to  Perjury  :  And 
that  Mifchief  will  fecretly  keep  in  his  Mind,  and 

•  fhew  it  then,  when  be  thinketh  it  will  do  moft 
Harm.     Or  elfe,  if  he  be  not  thus  wickedly  dif- 

•  pofed,  then  will  he  linger  on  in  Defpair,  and  with 

•  Violence  at  the  laft  feek  to  deftroy  himfelf,  which 
'  were   too  lamentable  to  hear  of :    And  we  the 

•  Caufe  of  all  this  Mifchief. 

«  Let  us  therefore,  for  the  Honour  of  God,  leave' 
'  all  Malice,  and  notwithftanding  Religion,   let  us 
'  love  together.     For  it  is  no  Point  of  Religion, 
^  one  to  hate  another.     Let   us  make  an  End  of 

•  Divifion,  for  fear  left  our  Enemies,  who  are 
'  mighty,  and  now  in  the  Field,  might,  peradven- 

•  ture,  finding  us  at  Diflention  among  ourfelves, 
'  theeafilier  vanquifh  us.     Whereas,  if  we  can  a- 

•  gree  and  love  together,  there  fhall  be  no  Doubt, 
'  but  we  fhall  put  them  now  to  the  worft,  whom 
'  we  have  often  vanquifhed  before.  Let  us  do  as 
'  the  good  Mother  did  before  Sohmon^  who  when 
\  (he  had  Contention  before  the  wile  King  for  her 

*  own 
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Queen Elirabeih.*  own  Child  with  the  common   Harlot,  and  that 

'56»«        *  the  Matter  went  fo  hard,  that  he  could  not  tell  to 

*  whom  to  give  it,  but  thought  to  divide  it;  the  ten- 
'  der  Love  of  the  Mother,  confidering  that  the 
«  Child's  Divifion  fhould  be  the  Child's  Deftrufti- 

*  on,  could  not  fufter  that,    but  was  content  to 

*  yield  up,  and  give  away  her  Intereft.     So  let  us, 

*  for  the  Love  of  God,  forget  and  forgive  all  Griefs 
'  for  the  Commonwealth's  Sake,  and  let  us  love 
'  one  another  :  For  fo  fhall  no  Divifion  work  the 
'  Defob.tion  of  our  Kingdom. 

*  And  when  we  have  done  all,  to  this  we    muft 

*  corqe  at  laft.  We  fee  in  Germany^  where  after  fo 
'  long  Contention,  and  fo  great  Deftrudlion  and 

*  Walle  of  their  Country,  at  laft  they  are  come  to 

*  this  Point;  that  the  Papift  and  Proteftantcan  now 

*  quietly  talk  together,  and  never  fall  out  about  the 

*  Matter.     I  bcfeech  you,  therefore,  Right  Honou- 

*  rable,  that  you  will  well  remember  the  Truft  that 

*  your  Country  putteth  in  you  ;    and  fince  you 

*  have  the  Sword  in  your  Hand  to  ftrike,  be  well 

*  ware  whom  you  ftrike.  For  fome  fhall  you 
'  ftrike  that  are  your    near  Friends,  fome    your 

*  Kinfmen,  but  all  your  Countrymen,  and  even 

*  Chriftians-  And  tho*  you  may  like  thefe  Doings, 
'  yet  may  it  be  that  your  Heirs  after  you  may  mif- 

*  like  them  ;    and  then  farewel  your  Name   and 

*  Worfhip.  Remember  that  Men  that  offend  this 
'  Way,  offend  not  as  Murtherers  and  Thieves  do; 

*  that  is,  of  Malice  and  wicked  Intent,  but  through 

*  Confcience  and  Zeal,  at  Icaftvvays  through  Opi- 

*  nion  of  Religion..    And  if  it  fliall  happen  them  to 

*  die  in  the  wrong  Opinion,  then  fliall  we  not  only 
'  deftroy  the  Bodies,  of  which  there  is    no   fmall 

*  Force,  but  their  Souls;  which  is  a  Lofs  that  can 
'  never  be  recovered.     And  ifthey  fliould  do  it  a- 

*  gainft  their  Conl'ciences,  to  fave  their  Lives,  and 

*  fcem,  pcradventure,  in  Doubt  of  ihe  Matter ;  then 

*  fliouId  they   fall  unto   Perjury,  and  we  become 

*  Cau'.ers  of  it.     And  fiih  they  keep  their  Confci- 

*  enccs  to  thcmfclves,  and  live  under  a  Law,  v;hy 

*  arc  they  to  be  punifiicd  by  fo  fliarp  a  Law  ?     And 

i  though 
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'  though  fome  peradventure  have  offended  you,  yet  Queen  Elizabeth. 

*  do  not  for  their  Sakes  punifli  the  reft,  who  never        *^  ^* 

*  offended  you  ;  but  rather  for  the  others  Sakes,  who 
'  are  the  greater  Number,    forgive  all. 

*  Follow  the  Example  of  the  good  Mother  in  5^- 

*  lomoti^  or  rather  the  Example  of  the  Quieen's  Ma- 
'  jefty,  whom  I  pray  God  may  long  reign  over  us, 
'  and  her  Illue  after  her.' 

In  Anfwer  to  thefe,  and  fuch  like  Speeches  againft 
the  Bill,  Mr.  5/;7/i^  gives  us  an  Argument  of  fome 
otlier  Member  unknown,  well  skilled  in  the  Laws, 
in  favour  of  it,  and  againft  the  former  Reafons  and 
Confiderations.  A  Copy  of  it  came  into  the  Hands 
of  Archbifhop  Parker^  who  fent  it  to  Cox^  Bifhop 
oi  Ely.  And  from  that  very  Copy 'Mr.  ^trype 
tranfcrib'd  the  Tenor  of  it  :  ¥1%. 

'  T  N  the  Time  of  King  Edward  III.  One  fhould  An  Argument 

'  \_     have  been  hanged,  drawn  and  quartered,  for  for  the  Bin. 

*  publifhing   an  Excommunication,  directed  from 

*  the  Bifhop  of  Rome  againft  one  of  the  King's 
«  Subjects.     But  at  the  Entreaty  of  the  Lord  Chan- 

*  cellor  and  Lord  Treafurer,  his  Life  was  pardoned: 

*  Notwithftanding,  he  was  abjured  the  Realm.  If 
'  ratifying  Part  of  the  Pope's  Authority  was  io  pu- 
'  nifhed,  the  Confenting  to  the  whole  muftof  Ne- 

*  ceflity  be  High  Treafon. 

*  In  the  Statute  of  25.  Ed.  ^.de  Proditionibus. 
'  Cap.  ido.     If  a  Man  be  adherent  to  the  Enemies 

*  of  the  King  in  his  Realm,  finding  them  Aid  and 

*  Comfort  in  the  Realm,  or  any  other  Place,  it  was 

*  High  Treafon :    But  to  be  fworn  to  the  Pope, 

*  being  the  Qiieen's  Enemy,  and  [the  Party]  fo  re- 

*  main,  and  will  not  refufe  the  Oath  to  him,  nor 
'  fwear  to  the  Queen,  is  to  comfort  the  Qiieen's 
'  Enemies.     Therefore  High  Treafon. 

*  In  the  12  Hen.'].  Fineux^  Chief  Juftice,  thus:  As 

*  in  Spiritual  Matters  towards  God,  fo  it  is  in  Tem- 

*  poral  Matters  towards  the  Prince.     And  therefore 

*  at  the  Sheriff^'s  Turn  every  Subjed   ought  to  be 

*  prefeut  to  learn  bis  Duty.    But  iii  Spiritual  Mat- 

*  ters. 
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ters,  not  to  affirm,  maintain,  and  upliold  God, 
and  all  Things  touching  the  Subftance  of  Religi- 
on, with  Heart,  Mind  and  Power,  is  horrible 
Herefy  :  So,  not  to  maintain  the  Prince,  his 
Siile,  the  Rojal  Dignity  of  the  Crown  with  Heart, 
Mind  and  Power,  is  High  Treafoft.  But  he  that 
refufeth  to  fwear  to  the  Prince  doth  fo,  i^c. 
Therefore  he  is  a  Traitor. 

*  I  Hen.  7.    HuJJey  ('Chief  Juftice  in  the  Time 
of  Ediu.  4.)  faid,  a  Legate  was  at  Calais^  from  the 
Pope,   for  to  have  the  King's   fafe  Condudtto 
come  into  the  Realm.     And  then  in  open  Coun- 
cil before  the  Lords  and  Juftices,  it  was  demanded. 
What  fliould  be  done  ?     Who  anfwered,  That 
they   would  fend   unto  the  Legate  ;    and  if  he 
would  fwear.  That  he  had  brought  nothing  with 
him  in  Derogation  to  the  King,  and  of  his  Crown, 
that  he  fhould  have  Licence,  or  otherwife,  not. 
And  the  Bifhop  of  Ely  caufed  the  Pope's  Legate 
to  fwear,  That  he  had  nothing  that  fhould  be 
prejudicial  to  the  King  and  his  Crown  :  And  then 
he  entered.     If  a  Stranger  was  compelled  for  to 
fwear  for  the  Safeguard  of  the  Prince  before  his 
Entry  into  the  Realm  ;  much  more  a  natural-born 
Subject  (hould  not  live  in  the  Realm,  except  he 
would  be  fworn  for  the  Safeguard  of  the  Prince, 
and  Dignity  of  the  Crown. 
'  Pradi^.  Anno^  Hufley  prad'i^.  faid,  That   in 
the  Time  of  Edward  \.  the  Pope  fent  Letters  to 
the  King,  that  he  (hould  make  Peace  with  Scot- 
la/id y  znd   that    he  fhould   put  the  Matter  to  his 
Order.     The  King,  by  the  A'lvice  of  his  Coun- 
cil, fent  Word,  That  he  would   not  commit  the 
Matter  to  be  ordered  by  the  Pope.     And   all   the 
Lords  writ  unto  the  Pope,  That   although  the 
Kmg  would  give  away  his  Right  that  he  had  in 
Scotland,  that  he  fhould  not  do  it ;  becaule  it  was 
his  Right  to  have  the  Supreme  Government  of 
SiLotland.     And  further,  the  Bifhop  of  i.«W<JA(  faid, 
at  the  fame  Time,  That  he  faw,  in  the  Time  of 
Kii>g  Henry  VI.  when   the  Pope  fent  Letters 
which  were  in  Derogation  of  the  King,  and  the 
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Spiritual   Men  durft  not  fay  any  Thing  again  ft  Q^,„„Ej;^^f,^^.j^^ 
them,    that    Humphrey  Duke  of  Ghucejler  took         1562. 
the  Letters,  and  caft  them  into  the  Fire,  and  burnt 
them.     If  the  Nobility,  our  Anceftors,  have  fo 
ftoutly  maintained  the  Right  of  the  Prince  again  It 
the  Pope,  fliall  we  feein   now  to  maintain   the 
Pope  and    his  Authority,  in   refufing  to  punifh 
ihofe  with  fo  jull   a  Law,  that  do,    for  Mainte- 
nance of  the  Pope,  refufe  to  fwear  their  Oath  of 
Allegiance  to  their  Sovereign  Lady  and  Qiieen  ? 
*  13  Hen.  8,     Treafon  may  be  in  Intendment 
only.  Felony  muft  be  in  Ad  always.     But  who- 
fo  refufethto  fwear  to  the  Prince,  difclofeth  the 
Intendment  of  his  Heart  to  be  traiterous.     There- 
fore, cf^.      After  thefe  Allegations  out  of  Hiftory, 
then  it  was  further  fhewn  as  folio weth : 
'  Firjl^  By  Ad  of  Parliament  made  in  the  firfl 
Year  of  the  Queen,   the  Supreme   Government 
over  her  Spirituality  and  Temporality,  was  given 
to  her  ;  and  the  extolling  of  the  Bifliop  of  Rome 
made  Premunire  for  the   fecond    Offence  ;  and. 
Treafon  the  third  Time  :    And  the   offering  of 
the  Oath  appointed,  and  the  Refufal  thereof  by  a- 
ny,  made  the  Lofs  of  his  Office  [the  firft  Time.] 
The  new  Bill  maketh  for  the  firfl  Offence,  of  ex- 
tolling of  the  Bifhop  of  Rome's  Authority,  or  Re- 
fufal of  the  Oath,  Premu?iire ;  and  the  fecond 
Time  Treaion.     For  the  extolling  or  fetting  forth     • 
that  Bifhop's  Authority,  all  do  condefcend    the 
Penalty    is  not  unreafonable  ;   but  only  to  force 
the  Oath,   which  they   fay  toucheth  the  Confci- 
ence,  which  fhould  not  be  fearched,  [that  fome  are 
againft.] 

*  As  to  that,  firft  it  muft  be  confidered,  feeing  it 
is  enaded  that  both  be  Offences,  what  Pains  the 
Offenders  deferve.  The  Contents  of  the  Oath  is 
an  Acknowledging  of  the  Superiority  in  the  Prince, 
and  Promife  of  Allegiance  ;  which  is  the  Duty  of 
every  Subjed,  as  a  Subjed  in  Temporal  Caufes, 
and  toucheth  no  Spiritual  Thing,  but  bindeth  the 
Subjed  by  Promife  to  recognize  the  Sovereignty 
in  his  Prince.  Which  if  a  Man  may  be  by  his 
Vt)i,.  IV,  G  *  Prince 
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Prince  commanded  to  confefs,  if  he  refufe,  is 
Treafon  ;  becaufe,  in  that  he  doth  refufe  it,  he 
doth  affirm  the  contrary  of  the  Oath  to  be  true. 
As  for  Example,  if  the  Lord  doth  require  his  Te- 
nant to  do  Homage  to  him,  wherein  he  doth  but 
confefs  him  to  be  his  Lord,  and  himfelf  to  be  his 
Tenant ;  if  he  refufe  to  do  it,  what  clfe  doth  he, 
but  difavow  him  to  be  his  Lord  ?  To  fay  a  Man 
may  have  a  Confcience  in  it ;  to  that,  [  I  asK  ] 
Shall  a  Man  have  a  Confcience  in  Cafes  of  Trea- 
fon? 

*  The  Prince  at  her  Coronation  fwears  to  de- 
fend us ;  Shall  not  we  fwear  to  defend  her  ?  The 
Refufal  of  the  Oath  was  Treafon  in  the  Time  of 
King //-r«ry,  eftabliflied  by  Parliament.  If  then 
newly,  upon  new  Proof  of  the  Enormity  of  the 
Romijh  Practices,  the  Refufal  was  Treafon  at  the 
firft  Offence,  when  by  common  Reafon  the  Sud- 
dennefs  of  the  Alteration  might  have  endangered 
the  State,  if  his  [the  Bifhop  oi  Rome's]  Authority 
had  been  thought  godly  and  lawful ;  a  tnultoforti' 
oriy  now  is  it  exi^dient  to  make  the  Offence 
Treafon  at  the  fecond  Time  ;  efpecially  being  fo 
long  tried  by  Learning  and  Reafon,  to  bean 
ufurped  Authority  ;  and  alfo  by  Length  of  Time 
worn  far  more  out  of  Memory. 

*  We  have  promifed,  in  the  Speaker's  laft  Mo- 
tion for  Eftablifhment,  to  make  Laws  for  her  [the 
Queen's]  Defence.  What  better  Law  may  there 
be  made  ?  If  we  endeavour  not  to  make  it,  we 
break  our  Promife  ;  and  (lie  faid,  She  looked  for 
Promife  therein  to  be  kept  by  us, 

*  Jf  any  Man  be  required,  in  the  Qiieen's  Name, 
to  acknowledge  her  Queen  of  England  over  all 
her  People  ;  if  he  refufe  to  do  it,  he  is  a  Traitor. 
There  is  no  other  Thing  in  Effedl  comprized  in 
the  Oath.  Therefore  the  Refufer  of  the  Oath  is  a 
Traitor.  And  in  that  the  firft ,Offence  is  madePr^- 
munire,  and  the  fecond  Treafon,  it  is  too  mild  for 
the  Offence  ;  efpecially,  the  Wife's  Dower,  and 
the  Heir's  Inheritance  without  Corruption  of 
Blood,  being  faved. 

•     *  To 
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'  To  fay,  It  was  never  made  Treafon,  Ergo^  not  Queen  Elizabeth, 

*  to  be  Treafon  now,  the  Argument  is  not  true.       *S^** 

*  For  if  the  Princes  would  have  fo  taken  it,  it  were 

*  Treafon  by  the  common  Laws  of  this  Realm  ; 

*  but  that  King  He^iry  was  abufed  by  Error.      But 

*  if  it  were  never  Treafon  before,  feeing  the  Circum- 

*  ftances  of  Time  paft,  prefent,  and  that  may  fol- 

*  low,  it  is  expedient  to  make,  upon  the  new  Oc- 

*  cafion,  new  Laws,  as  is  daily  in  other  Cafes. 

*  If  they  fay.  It  toucheth  Confcience  ;  and  it  is 

*  a  Thing  wherein  a  Man  ought  to  have  a  Scruple : 

*  But  if  any  hath  a  Confcience  in  it,  thefe  four 
'  Years  Space  might  have  fettled  it.     Alio,   after 

*  his  firft  Refufal,  he  hath  three  Months  Refpit  for 
'  Conference,  and  fettling  of  his  Confcience. 

'  Again,  The  Oath  is  not  to  be  tendred  to  any, 

*  that  by  Intendment  (hall  want  Reafon  to  know 

*  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Prince. 

•  If  any  Man,  be  he  never  fo  unlearned,  do  open- 

*  ly  pronounce  the  contrary  of  the  Oath  againll  the 

*  Queen,  they   themfelves  will  fay.   He  defervetb 
'  Death  as  a  Traitor  ;  and  that  it  is  not  Matter  of 

*  Herefy  or  Dodlrine.     If  fo,  it  is  to  fee  whether 

*  the  Denial  to  accept  the  fame  be  an  Affirmation 

*  to  the  contrary.     If  fo,   then  Treafon  doubtlefs.* 

Several  more  A£ls  were  made  this  Seflion,  which 
tho'  of  not  fo  much  Significancy  to  the  State  as  the 
former,  are  yet  worth  Obfervation  ;  to  fhew  the 
extraordinary  Humour  of  the  Times. 

«  An  A61  alfo  was  made   by  this   Parliament,  ^a  agamft 
againjifond  andfantajlical  Prophefies.     The  Ground  Prophefies. 
and  Caufe  of  this  Aft  is  afligned  in  the  Beginning  of 
the  faid  A6t  to  be,  '  That  divers  ill-difpofed  Perlons 
'  in  King  Edward^  Days,  inclining  to  the  moving 

*  of  Faftions   Seditions  and  Rebellions  within  this 

*  Realm,  made  ufe  of  fand  Prophefies  to  amufe  the 
'  People  eafily  carried  away  by  fuch  Deceits,  which 

*  appeared  to  them  like  fomething  Divine.* 
Wherefore,  an  A61  was  made  againft  thefe  Prophe- 
cies in  that   King's  Reign,    which    was  expired, 

C  z  But 
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Qjieen£iiMb«th.But  the  like  Pra6lice  began  now  again  tobeufed, 
Jjfi*'  in  faining,  imagining,  inventing  and  publifhing  fuch 
fond  andfantajl'ual  Prophecies^  as  well  concerning 
the  Queen,  as  divers  honourable  Perfonages  of  the 
Realm,  and  others,  to  the  great  Difquiet,  Trouble 
and  Peril  of  the  Queen  and  Realm.  Therefore, 
now  a  new  Adt  was  made  againlt  fuch  Framers 
and  Divulgeib  of  idle  Prophefies.  And  the  Penalty 
of  a  Year's  Imprifonment,  and  lo/.  for  every  Of- 
fence, Was  laid  upon  every  one  that  did  fet  forth  in 
Writing,  Printing,  Singing,  or  by  any  other  open 
Speech  or  Deed,  ^r\y  fond  and falje  Prophefies  '^  upon, 
or  by  occafion  of,  any  Arms,  Fields,  Beads,  Badges, 
or  other  fuch  like  Things  accuftomcd  in  Arms, 
Cognizances  or  Signets ;  or  upon,  or  by  reafon  of 
any  Time,  Year  or  Day,  Name,  Bloodfhed  ot 
Wax  ;  to  intend  thereby  to  make  any  Rebellion, 
Infurreftion,  Dillention,  Lofs  of  Life,  or  other  Dil- 
turbance  within  the  Realm.  The  lecond  Offence 
was  made  Imprifonment  during  Life,  and  Forfeiture 
of  all  Goods  and  Chatels. 

*  This  Aft  alfo  was  made  to  meet  with  thofe 

that  were  difaffccted  to  the  prefent  Government  and 

Religion  eftablifhed  :  Who  would  privately  foretcl, 

by  fomc  pretended  hidden  Skill,  the  fhort  Duration 

of  the  Queen's' Reign,  or  the  Time  or  Year  of  her 

Death :  And  by  the  Coais  of  Arm?,  and  Bearings 

of  (bme  of  the  Chief  Perfons  about  the  Queen,  [as 

the  Bear  and  Ragged  Stafi'  belonging  to  the  Lord 

Robert  Dudley^']  &e.  would  frame  Significations  of 

Thing?  fortunate  to  ihcmfelvcs,  and  unfortunate  to 

ihofe  ihey  bore  Illwill  to. 

AiToagalnflCon-      *  Another  A6t  was  made  agaitifl  Conjurations^ 

jiiritioii  and       Enchantments  and  li  itchcrafts.      That  which  gave 

v/jtthcraft.       Ground  lo  this  Adt  was,   *  That  as  thefe  wicked 

*  Practices  no\v-a-Days  prevailed  much,  fo  there 

*  was  no  ordinary  or  condign  Punifliment  provided 

*  againft  luch  Practicers  of  Conjurations  and  Invoca- 

*  tion  of  wicked  Spirits,  Socerics,  Charms,   En- 

*  chantnients  and  Witchcrafts,  the  Statute  againft 

*  them  33  Hen.  8.  having  been  repealed  i  Edw.  6/ 
Since  tiiC  Repeal  wheitof,  many  phanlaftical  and 

devililh 
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devilifli  Perfons  had  devifed  and  prailifed  Invocati- Queen  Elizabeth, 
ons  and  Conjurations  of  Evil  Spirits,  and  had  ufed  15^?. 
and  pradifed  Witchcraft,  Enchantments,  ISc.  to  the 
Deftrudion  of  this  Realm,  and  for  other  lewd  In- 
tents and  Purpofes.  The  Penalty  of  fuch  was  to 
iliffer  the  Pains  of  Death  as  Felons,  when  upon  any 
fuch  Witchcraft  or  Enchantment,  any  Perion  fhould 
happen  to  be  killed  or  deftroyed :  Or  Imprifonment 
for  a  Year,  and  once  every  Qiiarter  of  the  faid  Year 
to  ftand  upon  the  Pillory  fix  Hours  in  fome  Market- 
Town,  and  there  openly  confefs  his  Error  and  Of- 
fence ;  when  by  f-jch  Enchantment  or  Witchcraft 
any  Perfon  was  not  killed,  but  wafted,  confumed, 
or  lamed  in  his  Body  or  Members  ;  or  whereby  any 
Goods  or  Chatels  of  any  Perfon  {hould  be  deftroyed, 
wafted  or  impaired.  The  fecond  Offence  to  be 
Death. 

*  Another  A6t  now  made  was.  For  the  due  Exe-A.a  relating  to 
cution  of  the  Writ  de  Excommunicato^  Capiendo.      LetEj^commumcati- 
me  alfo  relate  the  Reafon  and  Occafion  of  this  Aft  ;*"^* 
as  in  the  Preamble  is  fpecified  :  Namely,    '  That 
'  divers  Perfons  offending  in  many  grievous  Crimes 

*  and  Offences,  appertaining  to  the  Jurifdidion  of 

•  the  Ecclefiaftical  Courts,  were  many  Times  un- 

*  puniflied  for  lack  of  good  and  due  Execution  of  the 

•  faid  Writ.'  The  great  Abufe  whereof  was,  That 
the  faid  Writ  was  not  returnable  into  any  Court, 
but  left  to  the  Diredion  of  the  Sheriffs  or  their  De- 
puties ;  by  whofe  Negligence  and  Defaults  the  Writ 
by  this  Means  was  not  executed  at  all.  And  here- 
by fuch  Offenders  were  much  encouraged  ^to  con- 
tinue their  finful  Life.  Therefore  it  was  enaded, 
I'hat  the  faid  Writ  that  fhould  be  awarded  out  of 
the  High  Court  of  Chancery,  fliould  be  made  in 
the  Tirne  of  the  Term  returnable  in  the  Court  of 
King's- Bench,  in  the  Term  next  after  the  T^ejle  of 
the  faid  Writ.  And  that  if  the  Writ  delivered  of 
Record  to  the  Sheriff,  or  his  Deputy,  were  not  duly- 
returned  before  the  Juftices  of  the  King's-Bench  ; 
or  that  any  DefAult  or  Negligence  had  been  ufed,  \\i 
not  well  ferving  and  executing  it ;  then  they  to 
afleis  fuch  Amerciament  upon  the  faid  Sheriff  or 

C  2  Lis 


38     The  Tarliamentary  KisroKY 

Queen lUiibeth.  his  Deputy,  asthey  (houldin  their  Difcretion  think 
'''^^*  meet.  And  in  cafe  the  Sheriff,  or  his  Officer,  return, 
that  the  Party  named  in  the  Writ  could  not  be 
found  within  his  BailifFwick,  then  the  Juftices  of 
the  faid  Bench  to  award  a  Writ  of  Capias.  And 
how  that  was  to  be  managed,  and  the  Punifhment 
of  the  Perfon  excommunicated,  &c.  may  be  read 
in  the  A6t,  the  Particulars  too  long  to  be  infertcd. 

*  What  the  Crimes  or  Caufes  of  proceeding  to 
excommunicate  any,  and  the  faid  Writ  thereupon, 
may  be  underftood  by  a  Provifion  in  this  Adt,  viz. 
That  in  the  Significavit  muft  be  mentioned  the 
Caufe  of  the  Excommunication,  as  fome  Matter 
of  Herefy,  or  refufing  to  have  a  Child  baptized,  or 
to  receive  the  Holy  Communion  as  now  common- 
ly ufed  to  be  received  by  the  Church  of  England, 
or  to  come  to  Divine  Service  as  now  commonly 
ufed  in  the  faid  Church,  or  Error  in  Matter  of  Re- 
ligion or  Doftrine  now  received  and  allowed  in 
this  Church;  Incontinency,  Ufury,  Simony,  Perjury 
in  the  Ecclefiaftical  Court,  Idolatry. 

*  This  A6t  feems  to  back  and  give  a  Force  to 
the  Ccnfures  of  the  Bifhops.  Which  was  needful 
in  this  Jundture,  to  check  Papifts,  and  other  fcandal- 
ous  Crimes  and  corrupt  Doftrinesagainft  the  Religi- 
on, as  now  reformed.  For  in  the  Ad  there  is  a 
Saving  to  the  Authority  of  A rchbifliops  and  Bifhops, 
as  to  certify  any  Perfons  Excommunicate,  fo  to 
accept  and  receive  the  SubmifHon  and  Satisfadlion  of 
Perfons  lb  excommunicate  in  Manner  and  Form 
heretofore  ufed;  and  to  abfolve  and  rclcafe  them, 
anJ  the  fame  to  fignify,  as  heretofore  hath  been  ac- 
caflomed,  into  the  Court  of  Chancery:  And  there- 
upot!  to  have  fucii  Writs  for  the  Deliverance  of  fuch 
Perfons,  fo  abfolved  and  releafed,  from  the  Sherifl^'s 
Cullody  or  Priibn,  as  heretofore  they,  or  any  of 
them,  had,  or,  of  Right,  ought  to  have-* 

Thus  far  Mr.  Strypc. 

The  reft  of  the  A6ts  paflcd  this.Sellion  are  not  much 
iy.'T  ACt:  j^  ^^^jj.  P;^^I•p^Jl■e.  Tho'  there  were  feveral  more 
■  "  '  good  Laws  made  for  the  Rel.cf  of  the  Poor ;  tlie 

Punifhment 
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Punifhment  of  thofe  Vagabonds,  called  ^S'^j/'^/'^^/J,  Queen  Elizabeth* 
and  Forgers  of  Evidences.     As,  alfo,  fuch  as  fhould       1562. 
commit   Sodomy  or  Perjury.     Other  Ads  were 
made  for  well-ordering  of  the  Royal  Navy  j  for  the 
Support  and   Improvement  of  Tillage.      Several 
more  Attainders  were  alfo  revers'd  ;  amongft  which  ,^"^^5^?'"'''" 
that  of  the  Children  of  Cranmer,  late  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  is  the  molt  remarkable.     An   Ad:  was 
pafled  for  a  Tranflation  of  the  Bible,  and  other  Di- 
vine Offices,    into  the  IVelch  Tongue.     Laftly,  an 
A6t  was  made  declaring  the  Authority  of  the  Lord 
Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  of  £«^/^«^  and   the  Lord 
Chancellor's  to  be  all  one.     So  that  now  Sir  Nicholas 
Bacon,  Knight,  who  is,  thro'  both  thofe  Parliaments, 
ftiled  CuJIos  Magni  Sigilli,  is  declared  to  be  the  fame 
as  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  England.     It  is  to  be  re- 
marked, that  Henry  VIII.  had,  by  Aft  of  Parlia- 
ment, configned  the  firft  Place  of  Honour  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor  ;  thefecond  to  the  Lord  Treafurer  ; 
the  third  to  the  Prefident  of  his  Majefty's  Council  ; 
and  the  fourth  to  the  Lord  Privy  Seal.     And,  they 
were   to  take    Place  of  all  Dukes,    except   thofe 
of  the  Blood  Royal. 

In  the  Proceedings  of-  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, this  Parliament,  the  Affair  of  the  Queen's 
Marriage  and  fettling  the  "Succeflion,  was  again  re- 
newed. We  are  told,  that  on  January  i6th  a 
Motion  was  made  in  that  Houfe  ;  and  on  the 
19th,  the  Speaker  and  twenty-four  more  were  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  draw  up  the  Form  of  a 
Petition  to  her  Majelly  for  the  Purpofe  aforefaid. 
And,  on  the  28th  of  the  fame  Month,  the  Speaker, 
w:th  the  whole  Houfe,  attended  on  the  Queen  ; 
.^nd  after  a  fhort  Oration  of  his  own,  delivered  their 
Petition  to  her.  The  Form  of  which  is  preferved 
in  WEwes's  Journals,  as  follows : 

'  VOUR   Commons  in  this   your  Majefty's  ^^^^j^^^p^^;^.^^^ 

*  X       prefent  Parliament  allembled,  Moft  High  of  the  Commons 

*  and  Mighty  Princefs,  our  Moft  Dread  Sovereign  fo""  t'^e  Queen  to 
*•  Lady,  as  they  do  daily,  to  their  Commodity  and"^^"^' 

^  Comfort,  feel  and  leceive  Oic  ineftimable  Benefits 

*  of 
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of  your  moft  gracious  Government  of  this  your 
Realm,  in  Peace  and  Surety,  fo  do  alfo  moft 
thankfully  acknowledge  the  lame,  befeeching  Al- 
mighty God  long  to  blefs  and  continue  your  moft 
proQierous  Reign  over  them  ;  and  among  all  thefe 
Benefits  which  they  daily  receive  of  yojr  High- 
nefr,  they  have  at  this  Time  willed  me,  in  their 
Name?,  to  recognize  unto  yoi^r  ^ighnefs,  that 
t':  ey  account  it  not  the  leaft,  but  rather  among 
the  greateft  of  them  all,  That  your  Majefty  hath 
at  this  Time  afl'embled  your  Parliament,  for  fup- 
plying  and  rcdrciling  the  greateft  Wants  and  De- 
faults in  your  Commonweal,  and  for  the  eftablifli- 
ing  the  Surety  of  the  fame  ;  which  your  Maje- 
fty's  moft  gracious  Meaning,  hath  been  at  your 
,  Commandment,  fignified  unto  us,  by  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Lord  Keeper  of  your  Great  Seal 
of  England  ;  namely  in  fhis,  that  he  willed  usfirft 
to  have  Confideration  of  the  greateft  Matters  that 
neareft  touch'd  the  State  of  the  Realm,  and  the 
Prefervation  thereof,  feeming  therein  alfo  to  ex- 
prefs  unto  us  the  Conformity  of  your  Majefty'? 
Mind,  in  having  principal  Refped  to  the  Matters 
of  greateft  Weight ;  and  for  that  Refpe^l  af- 
fcmbling  this  your  Parliament.  And  forafmuch 
as  your  laid  Subjefts  lee  nothing  in  this  whole  E- 
ftate  of  lb  great  Importance  to  your  Majefty,  and 
the  whole  Rt:i!i7i,  nor  fo  necellary  at  this  Time 
to  be  reduced  to  Certainty,  as  the  fure  Continu- 
ance of  the  Government  of  the  Imperial  Crown 
ihcreof,  and  rhc  moft  honourable  Iflue  of  your 
IJodv  (whii.h  Almighty  God  lend  us  to  yotir 
jii^hnefs's  Coii^fort^  and  for  Want  thereof,  m 
io\uc  ccrtr.in  Limitation  to  guiJc  tlie  Obedience 
of  our  Pofteiity  ;  and  where  Almighty  God,  to 
our  gic.U  'I'enor  and  dreadful  W/irning,  lately 
touched  your  M'lghr.cfs  wiih  fume  Danger  of  \oin- 
moft  noble  Pcifon,  by  Sicknels ;  from  which  :» 
foonasycur  C^racc  was,  by  Gc  i's  Favour  anct 
Mcicv  to  us  recovered,  }0ur  IligiMiels  lent  our 
voiir  W'xiU  o\  Parliament,  by  Force  vk  liCicof  your 
i'.:bjvCis  arc  at  this  Time  ailcmbicd  ;  vour  laid 

'■  Suh=ec^3 
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Subjects  are  both  by  theNecefTuy  and  Importance  Queen Elieabetk, 
of  the   Matter,  and  by  the  Convenience  of  the       ^s^^' 
Time  of  calling  them  immediately  upon    your 
Recovery,  enforced  to  gather,  and  confefs,  that 
your  Majefty,  of  your  moft  gracious  and   mo- 
therly  Care  for  them  and  their  Pofterity,  have 
Turn moned  this  Parliament,  principally    for  efta- 
blifliing  of  fome  certain  Limitation  of  the  Impe- 
rial Crown  of  your  Realm,  for  Prefervation  of 
your  Subjeds  from  certain  and  utter  Deftrudion  j 
(\{  the  fame  fhould  not  be  provided  in  your  Life, 
vi'hich    God  long  continue.)      They  cannot,  I 
fay,  but  acknowledge   your  Majefty  hath  mofl 
gracioufly  confidered  the  great  Dangers,  the  un- 
fpeakable  Miferies  of  Civil  Wars,  the  perillous 
Intermingling  of  Foreign  Princes   with    fediti- 
ditious,  ambitious  and  fadious  Subjecfts  at  Home  ; 
tl-^e  Wafte  of  noble  Houfes,  the  Slaughter  of  Peo- 
ple, Subverfion  of  Towns ;  Inrermiffion    of  all 
Things  pertaining  to  the  Maintenance    of   the 
Realm,  Unfurety  of  all  Men's-Poffeflions,  Lives 
and  Eilates  ;  daily  Interchange  of  Attainders  and 
Treafons.     All  thefe  Mifchiefs,  and  infinite  o- 
thers,  moft  likely  and  evident,  if  your  Majefty  fhould 
be  taken  from  us,  without  known  Heir,  (which 
God   forbid)  to  fall  upon  your  Subjeils,  to  the 
utter  Subverfion  of  the  whole,   whereof  you  have 
Charge  under  God  :  If  good  Provifion  fhould  not 
be    had   in   this  Behalf.      Your     Majefty  hath 
weighed   the   Examples  of  foreign   Nations,  as 
what  enfued  the  Death  of  Great  Alexajider^  when 
for  Want  of  certain  Heirs  by   him  begotten,  or 
appointed,  the  Variety  of  Titles,  the  Diverfity  of 
Difpofitions  in  them  that  had  Titles,  the  Ambi- 
tion of  them  that  under  Colour  of  Doubtfulnefs 
ofjTitle   forfook  all  Obedience  of  Titles,  deftroy- 
ed  his  Dominions,   and  wafted    Poftqrity   with 
mutual  Wars  and  Slaughters:  In  what  miferable 
Cafe  alfo  was  this  Realm  itfelf,  when  the  Title  of 
the  Crown  was  tofled  in  Qiieftion,  between  the 
two  Royal  Houfes  of  Lancojier  and  Tork^  till  your 
moft  noble  Progenitors  Henry  the  Seventh,  and  the 

Lady 
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Q,.f«nEiiMb-th  *  L^^y  Elizabeth  his  Wife,  reftorcd  it  to  a  fettled 
1562.  '    '*  Unity,  and  left  the  Crown  in  a  certain  Courfe  of 

*  Succeffion  ?  Thefe  Things  as  your  Majefty 
'  hath,  upon  your  own  Danger,    moft  gracioufly 

*  confidered  for  our  Comfort  and  Safety  j    fo  we 

*  moft  humble  Subjedls,  knowing  the  Prefervation 

*  of  ourfelves,  and  all  our  Pofterity,  to  depend 
«  upon  the  Safety  of  your  Majefty's  moft  Royal 
«  Perfon,  have  moft  carefully  and  diligently  con- 

*  fidered,  how  the  Want  of  Heirs  of  your  Body, 

*  and  certain  Limitation  of  Succeflion  after  you,  is 

*  moft  perillous  to  your  Highnefs,    whom  God 

*  long  preferve  amon^ft  us.  We  have  beenadmo- 
'  niflied  of  the  great  Malice  of  your  foreign  Ene- 
'  mies,  which  even  in  your  Lifetime  have  fought  to 

*  transfer  the  Dignity  and  Right  of  your  Crown  to 

*  a  Stranger  ;  we  have  noted  their  daily  moft  dan- 

*  gerous  Pradices  againft  your  Life  and  Reign  ;  we 

*  have  heard  of  fome  Subjefts  of  this  Land,   moft 

*  unnaturally  confederated  with  your  Enemies,  to 
'  attempt  the  Deftiudtion  of  your  Majefty,  and  us 

*  all  that  live  by  you ;  we  fear  a  Fadtion  of  Here- 

*  ticks  in  your  Realm,  contentious  and  malicious 

*  Papifts,  left  they   moft  unnaturally  againft  their 

*  Country,  moft  madly  againft  their  own  Safety, 
<  and  moft  treacheroufly  againft  your  Highnefs,  not 
'  cniy  hope  for  the  woful  Day  of  your  Death,  but 

*  alfo  lay  in  wait  to  advance  forrre  Title,  under 

*  which   they  may  revive  their  late  unfpeakable 

*  Cruel :y,  to  the  Deftruftion  of  Goods,  Pofleflions 

*  and  Uodies,  and  Thraldom  of  the  Souls  and  Con- 

*  fciences  of  your  faithful   and  Chriftian  Subjefts  ; 

*  we  fee   nothing  to   withftand    their   Defire,  but 

*  youronly  Lite  ;  their  Unkindnefs  and  Cruelty  we 
'  have  tafted  ;  v.e  fear  much  to  what  Attempt  the 
'  Hope  offuch  Opportunity  (nothing  withftanding 

*  them  but  your  Lifej  will  move   them  ;  we  find 

*  how  ncceflary  it  is  for  your  Prefervation,    that 

*  there  be  more  BounJs    fet  between   your  Ma- 

*  jcfty's  Lire  nnd  their  Dtlire  ;  we  fee,  on  the  other 

*  Si.ic,  how  there  can  be  no  fuch  Danger  to  your 
•"  Majclly  by  Ambition  of  any  apparent  Heirefta- 

•  blifhed 
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'  blifhed  by  your  Benefit  and  Advancement,  for  q^,,„ Elizabeth. 
Want  of  Illueof  your  Majefty  s  Royal  Body,  as        1562. 

*  you  are  now  fubjeft  unto,  by  reafon  of  their  De- 

*  fire  and  Hope  ;  we  know  not  how  many  pretend 
'  Titles  and  Truft  to  fucceed  you,  whofe  fecret  De- 
'  fire  we  fo  much  more  fear,  becaufe  neither  their 

*  Number,  Force,  nor  Likelihood  of  Difpofition,  is 

*  known  unto  us ;  and  fo  we  can  the  lefs  beware  of 

*  them  for  your  Prcfervation. 

'  We  find  alfo,  by  good  Proof,  that  the  certain 

*  Limitation  of  the  Crown  of  France,  hath*  in  that 
'  Realm    procured  fo  great  Quiet,  as  neither  the 

*  Perfon  of  the  Prince  in  Poileflion  hath  been  in- 
'  dangered  by  fecret  or  open  Pradice;  nor  the  Com- 
'  monwea]    molefted  by  civil  Difl'ention,  through 

*  any   Quarrel  attempted,    for  the  Title  of  that 

*  Crown.  And  fomewhat  near  home,  we  have 
'  remembred  the  miferable  Eftate  of  Scotland,  after 
'  the  Death  of  King  Alexander,  without  any  certain 
'  Heir,  or  Limitation  to  whom  the  Crown  of  Scot- 
'  land  fhould  remain  ;  by  reafon  whereof  the  whole 
'  Eftate  of  that  P^ealm  was  left  open  to  the  Ambi- 
'  tion  of  many  Competitors,  and  molt  grievous 
'  Defolation  and  Spoil,  that  grew  upon  fuch  Divi- 
'  fion  ;  which  afterwards  gave  Occafion  to  King 
'  y.2OT(?5the  Fifth,  to  limit  the  Crown  of  Scotland 

*  to  certain  noble  Families  of  that  Realm  ;  where- 
'  by  they,  at  this  prefent,  enjoy  that  quiet  Surety 
'  which  we  want.  And  all  your  Majefty's  molt 
'  noble  Progenitors,  Kings  of  this  Realm,  have 
'  been  in  this  Behalf  fo  careful,  that  from  the  Con- 
'  queft  till  this  prefent  Day,  the  Realm  was  never 
'  left,  as  it  is  now,  without  a  certain  Heir,  living 
'  and  known,  to  whom  the  Crown,  after  the 
'  Death  of  the  Prince,  fhould   appertain.     So,  as 

*  your  Majefty  of   your  fingular  Care  for  us,  and 

*  our  Pofterity,  hath  at  this  Time  aflembled  us,  for 

*  eftablifliing  this  great  and  only  Stay  of  our  Safeties : 
'  We  again,   Moft  Gracious  Sovereign   Lady,  ac- 

*  knowledge  our  felves,  and  all  that  we  have,  to 
'  deptj-;'!  upon  your  Prefcrvation,  being  according 
^  to  our  bounden  Duty,  moft  careful  of  the  fame, 

*  are 
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are  in  rnoft  humble  Manner  come  to  your  Maje- 
^y^s  Prefence :  And  I,  the  Mouth  appointed  for 
thsm,  together  with,  and  in  the  Name  of  all  your 
rnoft  loving,  natural  and  obedient  Subjet'^s,  do 
prelent  unto  you  our  moft  lowly  Suit  and  Peti- 
tion, That  forafmuch  as  of  your  Majefty's  Perfon 
would  come  the  moft  redoubted  and  beft  Heirs  of 
your  Crown,  fuch  as  in  Time  to  come  we  would 
moft  comfortably  lee,  and  our  Pofterity  moft  joy- 
fully obey  : 

'  It  may  pleafe  your  Moft  Excellent  Majefty,  for 
our  Sakes,  for  our  Prefervation  and  Comforts,  and 
at  our  moft  humble  Suit,  to  take  to  yourfelf  fome 
honourable  Husband,  whom  it  fhall  pleafe  you  to 
join  unto  in  Marriage  ;  whom,  whatfocver  he  be 
that  your  Majefty  iliall  choofe,  we  proteft  and 
promife,  with  all  Humility  and  Reverence,  to 
honour,  love  and  ferve,  as  to  our  moft  bounded 
Duty  fliall  appertain.  And  where  by  the  Statute 
which  your  moft  noble  Father  aflented  unto,  of 
his  moft  princely  and  fatherly  Zeal  for  his  moft 
loving  Subjcdts,  for  the  Limitation  of  the  Succef- 
fion  of  the  Imperial  Crown  of  this  Realm,  your 
Majefty  is  the  laft  exprefsly  named  within  the 
Body  of  the  faid  A61 ;  and  for  that  your  Subjefts 
cannot  Judge,  nor  do  know  any  thing  of  the  Form 
or  Validity  of  any  further  Limitations,  left  incer- 
tain  for  Want  of  Heirs  of  your  Body,  whereby 
fome  great  dangerous  Doubt  lemaineth  in  their 
Hcar's,  to  their  great  Grief,  Peril  and  Unquiet- 
pcl's:  It  may  alio  pleafe  your  Majefty,  by  Pro- 
clamnticn  of  Certainty  already  provided,  if  any 
fuch  he,  or  clfc  by  Limitations  of  Certainty,  if 
none  be,  to  provide  a  moft  gracious  Remedy  in 
this  great  Neccflity  ;  which,  by  your  moft  ho- 
nourable and  motherly  Carefulnefs  lor  them,  hath 
cccafioned  this  Allembly  ;  That  in  this  convcni- 
cni  Time  of  Parliament,  upon  your  late  Danger 
nicrt  gracicufly  called,  by  you,  for  that  Cauie, 
your  Cjrace  mav  now  extend  to  us  that  gre.it  Be- 
nefit, which  otherwife,  or  at  other  Times,  per- 
haps, fhal!  never  be  able  to  be  done  again  ;    fo  not 

•  ouiy 
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only  we,  bul  all  ours  hereafter,  and  forever,  ftiall  Queen liizabeth. 
owe  no  lefs  to  your  Majefty's  Propagation  of  Sue-  1561. 
ceflion,  than  we  do  already  owe  to  your  moft  fa- 
mous Grandfather,  King  Henry  the  Seventh,  his 
unithig  of  Divilion.  And  your  Subjeds,  on  their 
Behalfs,  for  your  Majefty's  further  Alfurance, 
whereupon  their  own  Prefervalion  wholly  de- 
pendeth,  {hall  employ  their  whole  Endeavours, 
and  Wits,  and  Power,  to  renew,  devife  and  efta- 
blifh  the  moft  ftrong  and  beneficial  Adts  and  Laws 
of  Prefervalion  and  Surety  of  your  A^ajefty  and 
of  your  lilue,  in  the  Imperial  Crown  of  this 
Realm  ;  and  the  moft  penal,  fliarp  and  terrible 
Statutes,  to  all  that  fhall  but  once  pradife,  and 
attempt,  or  conceive  againft  your  Safety  ;  that 
by  any  poftible  Means  they  may  invent  or  efta- 
blifh,  with  fuch  Limitations  of  Conditions,  and 
Reftraints  to  all  in  Remainders,  fuch  grievous 
Pains,  and  narrow  Animadverfions  to  all  that 
fhall  enterprize  or  imagine  any  thing  in  Prejudice 
of  your  Highnefs,  and  your  Iflue,  as  your  Majefty 
fliall  not  have  any  Caufe  of  SuTpicion,  but  moft; 
aflured  Ground  of  Confidence  in  all  your  faithful 
Subjedls,  continually  watching  and  warding  for 
your  Prefervation,  v.'hich  God  long  continue, 
that  you  may  fee  your  Childrens  Children,  to  His 
Honour  and  our  Comfort,  and  incline  your  gra- 
cious Ear  to  our  moft  humble  Petitions.' 
No  Anfwer  was  returned  to  this  Addrefs,  till  the 
6xhoi February;  and  then  Mr.  Comptroller,  and 
Mr.  Secretary,  acquainted  the  Houfe,  '  That  her 
Majefty  doubted  not  but  the  grave  Heads  of  this/hoj't  An^iver! 
Houle  did  right  well  confider  that  fhe  forgot  not 
the  Suit  of  this  Houfe,  for  the  Succeflion  ;  the 
Matter  being  fo  weighty,  nor  could  forget  it. 
But  (he  willed  the  young  Heads  to  take  Example 
of  their  Elders'.  We  may  believe  this  fliort  An- 
fwer to  their  long  Addrefs  was  not  well  relifhed  by 
the  Commons  ;  but  ftill,  no  farther  Notice  was 
taken  of  it,  'till  the  laft  Day  of  this  Seftion.     And, 

On   the  loth  Day  ot   jlpril^   the  Bills  being  all 
«cady  for  the  Royal  Ailent,  the  Queen  came  to  the 

Houfe 
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QoeenElinbcth.  Houfe  of  Lords,  in  the  Afternoon ;  and,  on  prefent* 
1562.        ing  the  Bills,  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe   of  Com- 
mons made  the  following  Speech  : 

TH  I S  it  is,  moft  excellent  and  virtuous 
Princefs,  ^c.  As  Nature  giveth  to  every 
reafonable  Creature  to  fpeak,  fo  it  is  a  Grace  to 
be  well  learned  ;  and  I  reprefenting  the  Mouth  of 
fuch  a  Body  as  cannot  fpeak  for  itfelf,  and  in  the 
Prefence  of  your  Majefty's  Perfon  and  Nobles, 
mull  moft  humbly  defire  and  crave  of  your  High- 
nefs,  to  bear  with  my  Imperfedlions. 
»  This  Commonwealth  hath  been,  by  God's 
Providence,  firft  inftituted,  and  lince,  by  Mans 
Policy,  continued ;  wherein  Juftice  and  good 
Counfel  is  moft  to  be  preferred  :  For  ancient 
Law- Makers,  and  Authors  of  good  Laws,  be  wor- 
thy to  be  praifed,  and  had  in  perpetual  Remem- 
brance i  and  fuch  are  the  Laws  that  we  have 
made  in  this  Commonwealth,  as,  in  my  Opini- 
on,  do  excell  and  pafs  all  other  human  Laws. 

*  Amongft  divers  Authors  of  goDd  Laws,  we 
have  fet  forth  unto  us,  to  the  End  they  (hould  not 
be  forgotten,  three  Queens  ;  the  firft  Pakjiina^ 
the  Queen,  reigning  before  the  Deluge,  who  made 
Laws  as  well  concerning  Peace  as  War. 

*  The  fecond  was  Ceres,  the  Queen,  which 
made    Laws  concerning  Evil- Doers.     And, 

*  The  third  was  Marc,  Wife  of  Bathilacus,  Mo- 
ther to  Stilicus,  the  King,  who  enaded  Laws  for. 
the  Maintenance  and  Prefervaiion  of  the  Good 
and  Weil-Doers. 

*  And  fince  that  Time,  Etkeldred,  a  King  in 
this  Realm,  eftablifhed  Law?,  and  fet  in  moft 
beaten,  high,  and  crofs  Ways,  a  Crofs,  and  therein 
a  Hand,  with  a  Ring  of  Gold,  pointing  to  the  moft 
uiuil;  which "alfo  ftood  untaken  away  or  dimi- 
nifhcd  during  his  Life. 

'  Ai\d  fo  you  are  the  fourth  Queen,  Eftabliflier 
of  good  Law-,  our  moft  dread  Sovereign  Lady, 
for  your  Time,  as  hnppy  as  any  of  the  three } 
which  Happinefs  foi  the  prefent  I  let  flip,  and  -rle- 

*  fire 
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fire,  as  all  our  Hearts  do,  that  fome  happy  Mar-Qu"nEi}zabeih. 
riage  to  your  Contentation  might  Ihortly  be  ^^^^' 
brought  to  pafs.  YourMajefty  finding  this  Realm 
out  of  Order,  and  full  of  Abufes,  have  continual- 
ly had  a  fpecial  Care  to  reform  the  faid  Abufes; 
and  for  the  more  expelling  thereof,  have  congre- 
gated together  this  AfTembly,  whereby  partly  to 
your  Contentation,  for  Reformation  of  the  fame 
to  its  old  priftine  Eftate,  and  for  Money  and 
Peace  is  all  that  chiefly  we  have  done;  for  which 
Purpofes,  we  have  agreed  upon  and  made  certain 
Laws,  which,  until  your  Majefty  have  granted 
your  Royal  Aflent,  and  fo  given  Life  thereunto, 
cannot  be  called  Laws. 

'  And  herein  requiring  of  your  Majefty  three  Pe- 
titions, two  for  the  Commons,  and  one  for  my- 
felf ;  the  firft  for  fuch  Laws  as  they  have  made, 
being  as  yet  without  Life,  and  fo  no  Lav/s ;  that 
it  would  pleafe  your  Majefty  to  grant  your  Royal 
Aflent  unto  them.  Secondly,  that  your  High- 
nefs  would  accept  their  Doings  in  good  Part,  that 
the  Imperfedions  of  their  Labours,  by  your  Ac- 
ceptance may  be  fupplied ;  for,  as  appeareth  in 
fundry  Hiftories,  the  Perfonsofthofe  Princes  and 
Subjects  have  long  continued,  which  have  well 
ufed  themfelves  one  toward  the  other ;  which, 
without  neglecting  of  my  Duty,  I  cannot,  in 
your  Prefence,  fo  let  flip  :  For,  as  it  appeareth  in 
divers  Hiftories,  the  noble  Alexander  having  pre- 
fented  unto  him,  by  one  of  |iis  poor  Soldiers,  the 
Head  of  one  of  his  Enemies,  he,  not  forgetting 
the  Service  of  his  Soldier,  although  herein  he  had 
done  but  his  Duty,  gave  unto  him  a  Cup  of  Goldi 
which  firft  the  Soldier  refufed  ;  but  after  that  A- 
kxander  had  commanded  it  to  be  filled  with 
Wine,  and  delivered  him,  he  received  it  ;  where- 
by appeareth  the  noble  and  liberal  Heart  of  the 
faid  Alexander 

*  Alfo,  Xenophon^  writing  of  the  Life  of  CyruSy 
who  being  lioeral  of  Gifts,  having  vanquifhed 
Crcejiis^and  he  marvelled  at  his  Libera*lity,  faid,  It 
were  better  to  keep  it  by  him,  than  fo  liberally  to 

*  depart 
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Queen Eiizjbeth.'  depart  from  it;  unto  whom  Cyrui  anfwered, 
1562.  t  yj^2f  },i5  Treafure  was  innumerable  ;  and  ap- 
pointed Craefus  a  Day,  to  fee  the  fame  ;  and 
thereupon  took  Order,  that  his  Subje<5ts  fliould, 
before  that  Time,  bring  in  their  Treafure  ;  which 
being  innumerable,  and  more  than  Cyrus  by  any 
other  A'leans  could  have  given ;  Crcefus  much 
wondered  thereat  ;  Cyr^;  faid,  Thou  caufeft  me 
to  take  of  my  Subjedls,  and  retain  the  fame  •,  but 
what  need  I  to  take,  when  they  fo  frankly  will 
bring  it  unto  me ;  and  fo  as  Occafion  ferveih, 
ready  continually  to  fupply  my  Want  ?  therefore, 
how  can  I  be  but  rich,  having  fuch  Subjei^s  ?  but 
if  they  by  any  Means  were  poor,  then  were  I 
pooralfo. 

'  Which  two  worthy  Examples  of  Alexander  and 
Cyrus^  yourMajefty  hath  not  forgotten  to  purfue  ; 
but  with  the  like  Zeal  have  hitherto  always  ufed 
us,  and  now  efpecially  at  this  prefent,  by  your 
mod  gracious  and  free  Pardon  ;  for  the  which, 
and  all  other,  they  by  me  their  Mouth,  do  moft 
humbly  thank  you  ;  acknowledging  fuch  and  fo 
much  Love  and  Zeal  of  their  Parts  towards  your 
Majefty,  as  ever  any  Subjeds  did  bear  towards 
their  Prince  and  Governour.  And  in  Token 
thereof,  with  one  Aflent  to  offer  to  your  High- 
nel's,  one  Subfidy  and  two  Fifteenths^  moft  hum- 
bly befeeching  your  Majef\y  to  accept  it,  not  in 
Recornpence  of  your  Benefits,  but  alfo  as  aToken 
of  their  Duty,  as  the  poor  Widow's  Farthing  was 
accepted,  as  appeareth  in  the  Scripture. 
'  7'hirdly,  That  it  may  alfo  like  your  Majefly, 
to  accept  my  humble  Thanks  in  allowing,  and 
admitting  me,  being  unworthy  of  this  Place,  and 
be.umgwith  mv  unworthy  Service  ;  and  laft  of 
a'l,  my  unfitting  Words,  uplandifli  and  rude 
Speech;  befeeching  God  to  incline  your  Majefty's 
Heart  to  Marriage,  and  that  he  will  fo  blei's  and 
fend  you  good  Succels  thereunto,  that  we  may 
fee  the  Fiuits  and  Children  that  may  come  there- 
of ;    fo  that  yuu  and   they  may,  profperoufly, 

*  arxl 
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*  and  as  long  Time,  reign  over  us,  as  ever  did  any  Q^een £11231,5. j^, 

*  Kings  or   Princes ;  which  God  for  his  Mercies       1563, 

*  Sake  grant  unto  us.' 

Then  the  Queen  called  the  Lord  Keeper  untd 
her,  commanding  him,  in  her  Name,  to  anfvver 
the  Speaker,  as  (he  then  declared  unto  him  j "  which 
foJloweth  : 

Mr.  Speaker, 

*  rTp\  H  S  Queen's  Majefty  hath  heard  how  hum- 

'     X       bly  and  difcreetly  you   have  declared  the  '^1;'^  ^'^.^  ^"P~ 

'  Proceedings,  and  for  Anfwer  hath  commanded  me,  tL*  Q^e'^^'^'  "^ 

'  that  I  (hould  utter  three  or   four  Things.      The  Name; 

*  firft,  for  her  Royal  Aflent  to  the  A£ls  made  at  this 

*  Parliament.     Secondly,  How  comfortably,  and  al- 

*  lb  thankfully,  her  Majefty  accepteth  your  Li- 
'  berality.      And,  thirdly,  For  the  executing  of  the 

*  Laws. 

*  Here,  my  Lords  and  Mafters,  although  I  can- 
'  not  declare,  or  open  it  unto  you,  as  her  Majefty 

*  hath  commanded  me  ;    and  therefore   willingly 

*  would  hold  my  Tongue,  if  1  might ;  which,  for 

*  that  I  cannot  be  fo  excufed,  I  fay  unto  you,  as  fol- 
'  loweth  J  not  doubting  of  her  Highnefs's  Clemen- 
'  cy  in  bearing  with  me  herein. 

*■  Firft,  Her  Majefty  confidereth  how  wifely  you 

*  have  done  for  the  abolifhing  of  the  RojniJ})  Power, 
'  the  common  Enemy  of  this  Realm  s  remembring 
'  your  C.ire  for  the  Defence  of  the  fame  Realm, 
'  your  Refpeds  for  the  Maintenance  of  Vidfual, 
'  the  Baniflimen:  of  Vagabonds,  and  Relief  of  the 
'  Poor,  with  others :  And  therefore  alloweth  your 
'  worthy  Proceedings  herein. 

*  Secondly,  Your  Liberality  and  Benevolence, 
'  wherein  your  wile  Confiderations  towards  her 
'  Charges,  is  by  her  Majefty  taken  in  thankful 
'  Part  y  and,  I  take  it  to  be  my  Duty  to  put  you 
'  in  Remembrance,  that  although  this  Subfidy  is 
'  made,  and  to  be  born  by  Subjeds,  not  daily  ac- 
■  cuftomed  thereunto,  yet  that  at  her  lirft  En- 
trance (he   had  the  like  ;  and   that    tlie   Grant 

Yql,  IV.  D  *  tber'sof 
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thereof  is  more  liberal  than  afore  hath  been  accof- 
tomed,  and  that  it  is  of  your  Neceflity,  yet  it  is 
to  withftand  a  greater  Neceflity,  that  for  Fault 
thereof  would  elfe  have  enfued  ;  and  therefore 
that  Penny  is  well  fpent  that  faveth  a  Groat  ; 
which  alft)  hath  been  granted,  neither  with  Per- 
fuafions.  Threats,  nor  (harp  Words,  which  afore 
this  Time  hath  been  accuftomed,  but  by  one  ge- 
neral Confent  of  you  all  ;  wherein  appeareth  your 
good  Wills,  and  benevolent  Minds,  you  bear  to 
her  Majefty,  which  Zeal  fhe  moft  kindly  ac- 
cepteth  ;  and,  as  (he  hath  Caufe,  thanketh  you. 

*  Again,  by  her  Majefty's  Ck)mmand,  (he,  re- 
membring  by  whom,  why,  and  to  v/hom  this  was 
granted,  doth  thank  as  freely  as  you  have  granted, 
the  moft  Part  whereof  hath  been  accepted  ;  and 
left  thofe  that  have  fo  freely  offered  fhould  not 
befo  ready  toward  the  gathering,  thinkethit  much 
better  to  lofe  the  Sum  granted,  than  to  lofe  your 
benevolent  Minds. 

*  Thirdly,  To  the  Execution  of  Laws,  I  have 
little  to  fay,  although  the  whole  Subftance  confift- 
eth  therein  ;  becaufe  I  did,  in  the  Beginning  of 
this  Parliament,  declare  my  Opinion  in  that  Mat- 
ter ;  and  therefore,  as  now  you  have,  to  your 
Charges,  taken  Pains  in  making  good  Laws,  fo 
put  to  your  Helps,  to  fee  thefe  and  all  others  ex- 
ecuted ;  for  as  it  is  infallible,  that  a  Thing  done 
unconftraincd,  is  much  better  than  when  they  be 
conftrained  thereunto  j  even  fo  her  Majefty  wil- 
Icth  you  to  look  well,  without  more  Words,  to 
tlie  Execuiir.n,  left  her  Grace  fhould  be  driven  to 
do,  as  fhe  doth  in  her  Ecclefiaftical  Laws,  make 
Ccmmifllons  to  inquire,  whether  they  be  done  or 
no ;  whereby  fhe  fhall  know  thofe  Juftices  and 
Officers,  who  have  done  their  Duty,  and  are  to  be 
ul'ed  in  Service  of  Juftice,  v.'hereof  her  Majefty 
defircth  to  have  many  ;  and  again  (lie  (hall  under- 
ftand  who  are  10  be  barred  from  the  lilce  Rooms, 
and  the  penal  Sta'utes  to  be  on  them  executed, 
after  this  frontle  Warning  :  Which  Inquiry,  I 
know,   is  like  to  fall  on  me,  as  well  as  another. 

•  How- 
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'  Howbeit,  if  juftice  be  not  executed,  I  (hzll  ^-Q^cenUiz^huh 
'  glad  to  fee  this  Ordef  taken.  Notwithftanding,  ,  562! 
her  Majefty  hopeth  that  this  her  Admonition  fhall 
not  need,  for  that  you  fee  Laws  without  Execu- 
tion, be  as  a  Torch  unlighted,  or  Body  without  a 
'  Soul:  Therefore,  look  well  to  the  Executing. 
Here  endeth  the  three  Things,  which  her  Maje- 
fty commanded  me  to  fay  unto  you. 

*  Befides  this,  her  Majefty  hath  to  anfwer  yout 
Petitions.  And  as  to  the  firft,  in  which  you  defire 
her  Royal  Aflent  to  fuch  Matters  as  you  have 
agreed  upon ;  to  that  fhe  faith.  How  at  this  pre- 
fent  fhe  is  come  for  that  Purpofe. 

'  And,  for  your  other  Petitions,  to  accept  in  good 
Part,  as  well  your  Service  as  the  Travails  and 
Doings  of  the  Nether  Houfe,  this  Parliament : 
To  that  fhe  anfwereth,  hovr  that  flie  doth  not 
only  accept  them  in  good  Part,  but  alfo  thanketh 
both  you  and  them  for  the  fame. 

*  And  touching  your  Requeft,  before  this,  made 
unto  her,  for  her  Marriage  and  Succeflion  ;  be- 
caufe  it  is  of  fuch  Importance,  whereby  I  doubted 
my  own  opening  thereof,  I  therefore  defired  her 
Majefty,  that  her  Meaning  might  be  written, 
which  fhe  hath  done,  and  delivered  to  me,  to  be 
read,  as  follov/eth : 


"S 


Ince  there  can  be  no  duer  Debt  than  Princes 
_      Words,  which  I  would  obferve,  therefore 
I  anfwer  to  the  fame.     Thus  it  is  ;  The  two 
Petitions,  which  you  made  unto  me,  do  contain 
two  Things,   my  Marriage,  and  SuccefTion  after 
me.     For  the  Firft,  If  I  had  let  flip  too  much 
Time,  or  if  my  Strength  had  been  decayed,  you 
might  the  better  have  fpoke  therein  ;  or   if  any 
think  I  never  meant  to  try  that  Life,  they  be  de-' 
ceived  ;  but  if  I  may  hereafter  bend  my  Mind 
thereunto,  the  rather  for  fulfilling  your  Requeft, 
I  fhall  be  therewith  very  well  content. 
*'  For  the  Second  ;  The  Greatnefs  thereof  mak- 
eth  me  to  fay  and  pray,  that  i  may  linger  here  ia 
this  Vale  of  Mifery,  for  your  Comfort  •,  wherein 
D  2  "  I  have 
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Queen Eiisibeth.*'  1  have  Witncls  of  my  Study  and  Travail,  for 
156a.         «'  your  Surely*.  And  I  cannot,  with  A^i/«^  ^//;/////V, 
"  end  my  Life;  without  1  lee ibme  Foundation  of 
"  your  Surety  after  my  Grave-Stone." 

_,     „  ,  After  which,  her  Majcfly  gave  the  Royal  AH'cnt 

The   Parliament  ,.  li-    i        „j    r  .  •      .      *  ri. 

prorogued.  to  thirty- (me  publick  and  l.venteen  private  Adts. 
And  then  the  Lord  Keeper  prorogued  this  Parliament 
to  the  id  Day  of  O^der  next  cnfuing. 

Nothing  material  happened  to  the  State  in  this 
Interval  ;  v\'e  (hall  pafs  on  to  the  Time  limited  by 
the  Lilt  Prorogation.  And,  on  the  2d  of  O^obei\, 
the  fame  Year,  the  Parliament  being  again  met,  the 
L<  rd  Treafurer  informed  the  Members  of  both 
Houfes,  '  That  for  fundry  Caufesand  Confidcrations, 

*  but,  particularly,  by  reafon  the  Plague  (a)  was  then 
'  racing  in  the  Cities  of  London  and  IVejlminfter^  and 
'  tlie  Suburbs  of  the  fame,  her  Majelly  had  thought 

*  good  to  prorogue  this  Parliament,  ftill  farther,  to 
■*  the  5th  Day  of  Oiloler,  in  the  next  Year.' 
The  Writ  of  Prorogation  is  infcrted,  at  length,  in 
the  Jo,rnah  \  dated  at  the  Callle  oHVindfor^  Oc- 
tober 2d,  in  the  5  th  Year  of  her  Reign.  This  pef- 
tileniid  Diitemper  was  brought  into  England^  at 
that  Time,  by  the  Soldiers  that  had  fcrvcd  in  the 
Garr  ion  at  J\Vif Z'fZi.w,  then  befie.cred  and  taken  by 
the  Ficuch.  It  fpread  to  lljch  a  Degree  in  Lou  l:u, ' 
that  thcrc'  vvere  carried  out  from  that  City  alone, 
which  then  confiftcd  of  121  Patiflics,  21,530 
dead  Bodies.  Stowe  writes,  that  there  was  no 
Mlchaelmafi  Term  kept,  and  that  the  City  was  vifi- 
tcd  wit!,  a  t!:rcefold'Pl  igue  thisYear,  Peftilcnce,  Scar- 
city of  Money,  and  a  g'e.it  Dearth  of  Victuals  (b). 

The  War  had  now  been,  alfo,  proclaimed  on 
both  Sides,  but  it  did  not  continue  long  ;  for  the 
next  Year  a  Peace  was  concluded  between  the  two 
Contending  Powers.  But  tho'  the  Parliament  met 
7.-^:}x,.  at  the  Time  appointed,  it  was  again  prorogued 
from  the5ih  of  Utloba\  to  the  3oih  Day  oi  April 

next 

{e)  ^''athn- , prcptfr  h.fcrtior.cm  Acra pefiiftri ,  per  Ci-vitata  l/)nHon 
fe"   Wfftrr.infttr,  <Sf  Sl!::.iI:.i,  aJ fraf.  •::  rrt'/fu'-rf.        Joum.  VtOi.tr, 
(h)  >/5ii<'jChrofl   p.  656.     Udit:.'jh(ad,  &(, 
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next  following  ;  without  any   Reafons  given  for  it  Qu»en Elizabeth 

in  the  Writ.     And,  from  the  laft  named  Day,  ano-         1566. 

ther  Writ  Hill  prorogued  this  Parliament  to  the  4th 

of  OP,oher  next  enfuing.     Nor  was  it  then  luffered 

to  fit,  but  was  once  more  prorogued  to  the  7th  Day 

of  February  ;  from   which   Time  this  Parliament 

was  ftiU  prorogued  to    the  30th  Day  of  September^ 

which  was  then  in  tha  eighth  Year  of  this  Reign,     ■^""°  ^''  ''■'•  2. 

Thefe   frequent  Prorogations,   which  are  fo  far  ^^^^* 

from  being  in  Die- ^i  Z);Vw,  that  they  are  al mod  in  ^5^^  Pari;,,ment 
Anno  ad  Annum,    are  what  we    have  not  yet  met  meet  arter  maij 
with  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Hiftory.     It  feems  as  if  Prorogations, 
the  Queen  and  her  Mmiftry  were  too  well  plealed 
with  the  former  Proceedings  of  this  Parliament  to 
fuller  a  Diilblution  of  it,  tho'  they  had  no  Occafion 
for  its  Sitting  for  fo  many  Years  together.     How- 
ever, at  the  laft  appointed  Time,  tliey  now  met  to 
do  Bulinefs  ;  but  an  Accident  had  happened  to  the 
Houfe   of  Commons,  which  greatly    difconcerred 
their  Proceedings.      T'homas  Williams,    Efq;    their 
Speaker,  was  dead  ;  and,  as  they  could  not  adl  with- 
out one,  they  were  at  a  Lois  what  to  do  in  a  Cafe  Proceedings    In 
that  was  hitherto  unprecedented.     A  long  Entry  is  on\he  D^aTh  of 
made  in  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  relating  the:r  Speaker. 
to  this  Affair  ;    whereby  it  appears  that  the  Com- 
mons, after  much  Deliberation,  agreed  upon   this ; 
That  a  Committee  fhould  be  appointed  to  wait  upon 
the  Lord  Keeper  and  the  Lords  of  the  other  Houfe, 
to  know  their  Opinion  of  the  Matter.     This  Com- 
mittee confifled  of  Sir  Edivard  Rogers,  Comptroller 
of  theHoufhold  ;  Sir  Francis  KnoUes,    Vice-Cham- 
hcrlain  ;    Sir  William  Cecil,   Chief  Secretary ;    Sir 
Jffibro/e  Cave,  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  o[  LancaJIer; 
four  of  the*  Chief  Members  of  their  Houfe;    and 
twenty   more  Perfons  joined  with  them    in   Com- 
mifiion.      Thefe   were   to    repair    to   the  Lords, 
to  have  their  Aid  and  AfTiftance,  both  for  Intimation 
of  the  Affair  to  her  Majel^y,  and  to  knovy  her  good 
Plcafure  in  it.     The  Lords,   after  fome  Confultati- 
c;n,   agreed,    That    the    Lord  Keeper,     the  Lord 
Ttc-.'.riu-cr  of  England,  the  T)[.ikQo\  Norfolk  and  the 
I)  3  Marque^]; 
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Qu«n Elizabeth.  Marquefs  of  Northampton^  fliould  be  appointed  to 
J566.  go  along  with  the  four  Principals  of  the  other  Houfe, 
being  all  of  the  Privy  Council,  to  intimate  the  Mat- 
ter to  her  M.jefty.  in  the  Name  of  both  Affemblies, 
and  to  know  her  Pleafure  therein. 

The  Rcfult  or  this  was,  that,  on  the  fecond  Day 
of  their  Meeting,  the  firft  having  been  fpent  in  the 
Introcudion  of  fome  young  Lords,  by  the  Q^ieen's 
Wrirj,  a  Commiffion  was  (hewed  by  the  Lord  Keep- 
er, din.6ed  lo  hunleU,  under  the  broad  Seal,  and  was 
read  in  the  Houle  ;  importing.  That  the  Queen 
c  '.rnni'ded  the  laid  Keeper  to  call  before  him  all 
ii  mhers  cf  the  other  Houfe,  and  to  acquaint 

t  ;.  :!t  her  Majeftys  Pleafure  was  that  they 
ill  )u.d  lelbrtto  their  ufuai  Place  and  there  tochule 
a  iicw  Speaker,  after  their  accuftomed  M'lnner. 
Whioh  .ioi;c,  three  or  four  of  that  Houfe,  in  the 
Kanj(  of  the  reft,  were  to  inform  the  Queen  of  their 
Choice,  who  then  was  to  appoint  a  Day  when  fhe 
would  have  their  new  Speaker  prefented  to  her  for 
her  Approbation.  Dated  at  Wejlmin/lery  October 
ift,  in  the  eighth  Year  of  her  Reign.  But  no  more 
Notice  is  taken  of  this  Matter  in  the  Journals  of 
the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

But,  in  thofe  of  the  Commons  the  Matter  is  car- 
ried farther.  We  are  there  told,  that  the  Members 
of  that  Houfe,  by  vcrtue  of  the  Queen's  Writ,  went 
upon  the  Elediion  of  a  new  Speaker.  That  Sir  Ed- 
uatd  Rogers,  Knight,  Comptroller  of  the  Houfhold, 
■D-  \.  J  r>  n      made?.  Motion,  that  whereas  Richard  Onflcw^  Efq; 

Richard  Onflow,  ,         »  ,   •   /i    ,     t>    1     •  r^  1  i.  *        ,      ^\ 

Efo.   eiedcd      hci  i\i<ijclty  s  bouciior  Lreneral,  was    a  Member  of 
Speaker.  that  Houfc,  and  yet  attended  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 

that  they  would  have  him  reftored  to  them  to  join 
in  the  EletStion  of  a  Speaker.  On  which.  Notice 
being  fert  to  the  Lords,  the  faid  Richard  Onflow y 
tfq;  was  P^nt  down  to  them  ;  who  endeavoured  to 
fl"ic\v,  by  h'?  Writ  of  Attendance,  and  other  Argu- 
ment-s  .hat  he  couk.  not  lerve  in  both  CnpriCiiies  ; 
he  was,  neverthelcfs,  adjudged  to  be  a  Member  of 
that  Ho>.;t\  Mr  Comptroller  then  named  the  faid 
Mr.  Urij^'jiv  as  their  Six;aker  j  who,  again,  cndea- 
vcuring  to  evade  it,  ur^cd,  not  only  his  own  Ina- 
bilities^ 
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bilities,  but  the  Oath  he  had  taken  to  her  Majefty ;  Queen  Elizabeth, 

and   required    them   to  proceed  to  a  new  Eledlion/      'S^^' 

On  this,  the  Houfe  divided,  and  the  Numbers  for 

having   him    Speaker  were  eighty-two,  againft  it 

fe verity  :  So  he  was  placed   in  the  Chair.      The 

next  Day,  the  Queen  being  come  to  the  Houfe  of 

Lords,  and  feated  on  the  Throne,  the  Commons 

new  Speaker  was  introduced  between  Sir  Edward 

Rogers,  Comptroller  of  the  Houfliold,  and  Sir  Fran- 

CIS  Knolles,  Vice-Chamberlain.     Who,  having  made 

the  ufual  Reverences  at  the  Barj  fpoke  as  follows  : 

IF  it  pleafe  your  Royal  Mijefty,  moft  virtuous  h;s  Speech  to  the 
and  moft  excellent  Princefs,  at  the  humble  Queen  to  be  ex= 
Suit  of  the  Knights,  Citizens  and  Burgeffes  of  your  0^^^^/'°"*  *^** 
Nether  Houfe  of  Parliament,  now  aflembled,  was 
fignified  from  your  Majefty,  by  the  Mouth  of  the 
Lord  Keeper,  by  force  of  your  Highnefs's  Letters 
of  Commiflion,  yourPleafureand  Grant  of  free 
Eledlion  to  the  Knights,  Citizens  and  Burgeffes, 
to  chufe  a  fit  and  learned  Man,  to  be  their  Speak- 
er, inftead  of  Thomas  IVt^Uams,  Efq;  their  late 
Speaker,  whom  it  hath  pleaied  God  to  call  to  his 
Mercy.  For  which  they  ha^e  commanded  me, 
in  their  N-mes,  to  render  unto  your  Majefty  moft 
humble  Thanks ;  apd  have  commanded  and 
forced  me,  to  my  great  Grief,  to  fignify  to  your 
Majefty ,  how  accordingly  they  have  proceeded  to 
an  Eleftion,  and  chofen  and  afligned  me  (as  I  may 
fay  j  being  moft  unworthy  to  fpeak  in  this  Place, 
for  this  Parliament  ;  and  for  that  I  would  not  be 
obftinate,  1  am  forced  to  wound  myfelf  with  their 
Sword,  which  Wound  yet  being  green  and  new, 
your  Majefty  being  the  perfedt  Phyfician,  may 
cure  in  dilallowing  that  which  they  have  allow- 
ed j  for  that,  without  your  Confent  it  is  nothing. 
And  although  I  being  very  loth  to  trouble  your 
Highnefs,  have  made  Suit  and  uled  all  Ways  and 
Means  to  avoid  it,  yet  could  I  find  no  Remedy  ; 
and  therefore  am  driven  to  feek  Remedy,  at  your 
Hands ;  for,  though  I  have  the  Experience  of 
^heir  Uprightnefs,    Wifdom    and    Knowledge, 

'  whicli 
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which  chofe  me  ;  who,  if  they  would  have  found 
any  Fault  in  me,  I  would  lightly  have  believed  them; 
f  notwithftanding  that  we  are  for  the  moft  Part 
given  to  think  too  mjch  of  ourfclves)  but  in  this 
Day,  that  they  feem  to  enable  me  to  this  Calling, 
whereof  1  know  myfelf  unable,  I  cannot  credit 
them  no  more  than  the  fimple  Patient,  grievoufly 
tormented  with  Sicknefs,  will  believe  the  Phyfici- 
an,  nay  the  whole  College  of  them,  if  they  fay 
he  hath  no  Grief,  Pain  or  Sicknefs.  I  therefore 
do  nor  attempt  this  releafing  of  me  for  any  Eafe 
of  myfelf,  but  would  be  glad  to  ferve  your  Maje- 
fty,  to  the  uttermoft  of  my  Power,  in  the  Office 
of  Sollicitorfliip,  whcreunto  I  am  appointed,  and 
not  in  this,  being  unfit  for  the  fame  ;  and  that 
for  divers  Caufes.  P^or,  firft,  I  confidcr,  I  have  to 
deal  with  many  well  learned,  the  Flower  and 
Choice  of  the  Realm,  whofe  deep  Underftanding 
my  Wit  cannot  attain  to  reach  unto.  No,  if 
they  for  great  Carefulncfs  would  often  inculcate  it 
into  my  dull  Head,  to  fignify  the  fame  unto  your 
Highnefs,  yet  my  Memory  is  fo  flippery  by  Na- 
ture and  Sicknefs,  that  I  fliould  likely  lofe  it  by 
the  Way  ;  yet,  if  perhaps  I  kept  Part  thereof, 
I  have  no  other  Knowledge  to  help  myfelf  withal, 
but  a  lit'.le  in*  the  Law,  far  inferior  to  divers  in  this 
Houfe  ;  and  fo  fhould  want  Learning  and  Utter- 
ance to  declare  their  Meanings,  as  it  requireth  ; 
efpecially  when  I  confider  your  Royal  Majefty, 
a  Princefs  endowed  with  fo  many  Virtues,  Learn- 
ing and  Rowing  Eloquence,  it  will  abnfh  and  a- 
ftonifh  me  ;  and  therefore  finding  thefe  Lifirmi- 
tics,  and  otherinme,  I  think  mylelfmofl  unwor- 
thy of  this  Place.  I  truft  therefore  only  in  your 
Highnefs,  that  you  will  dilallow  this  Fledion  ; 
and  the  rather,  for  that  by  the  true  Intent  of  your 
faid  Letters,  it  may  not:  be  gathered  that  they 
iiiould  tWtt  any  of  your  Majefty's  Officers  ; 
for  al'.hv;ugn  the  Words  be  10  have  their  free  E- 
Icftion.yei  the  Law  may  reflrain  them  in  fomc 
Mtraiure.  As  for  Example,  we  find  in  the  Law, 
tli.it  if  It  would  plcale  your  Majefty,   to  grant 

*  |-.iccnce 
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'  Licence  to  a  Dean  and  Chapter,  to  purchafe  to  Queen  Elizabeth, 

*  them  and  their  Succeflbrs,  a  hundred  Pound  year-        »5*^' 

*  ly  ;  which  Words  be  generally  :  YetifthePur- 
'  chafed  Lands  be  holden  in  Cap'ite^  this  Grant  is 
'  void.     And  again,  if  you  grant  the  Fines  and  A- 

*  merciaments  of  all  your  Tenants  to  one,  who 
'  after  chanceth  to  be  Sheriff  of  a  Shire,  yet  being  a 

*  Sheriff  he  cannot  have  them.  So  this  fme  feem- 
'  elh)  if  it  pleafe  your  Highnefs  ferveth  my  Cafe. 
'  Another  Caufe  is  for  Want  of  Subftance  to  main- 

*  tain  this  my  Countenance  ;  but  yet  your  Maje- 
<  fty's  Goodnefs  in  this  Point  ftoppeth  my  Mouth, 

*  for  that  1  have  none  other  Living,  but  in  Manner 

*  by  ycu.  So  for  all  thefe  Confiderations,  and  di- 
'  vers  others,  as  it  (hall  pleafe  your  Majefty  to  con- 

*  fider,    I  humbly  defire  your  Highnefs  to  difallow 

*  this  Ele(5tion,  commanding  them  to  repair  again 
'  together,  and  to  chufe  another  more  fit  to  ferve 

*  the  fame.' 

Then  the  Queen  called  the  Lord  Keeper,  declar- 
ing her  Opinion  in  anfwering  him,  who  returning 
to  his  Place,  faid  as  foUoweth  ; 

Mr,  Onslow, 

TH  E  Queen's  Majefty  hath  heard  and  well  The  lord  Keep- 
underftood  this  difabling  yourfelf  to  this*""  app'-wes  hU 
Office;  and  doth  well  perceive  your  earneft  Suit'^'^*^'°"* 
to  be  difcharged  of  the  fame  ;  and  for  Anfwer, 
harh  commanded  me  to  iay.  That  (he  doubteth 
not,  but  you  very  wellunderftand,  that  when  one 
is  chofen  to  ferve  the  Commonwealth,  it  is  not  in 
him  which  is  called,  who  hath  appointed  him 
thereunto.  Alfo,  there  is  an  old  Similitude,  that 
like  as  it  appertaineth  to  the  Head  to  difpofe  every 
inferior  Member  in  his  Place,  fo  it  pertaineth  to 
the  Queen's  Majefty,  being  the  Head,  to  appoint 
every  one  in  the  Commonwealth.  This  being 
Truth,  and  her  Majefty  v/ithal  renicmbring  your 
Fidelity  and  long  Experience  in  Parliament  Mat- 
ters, and  again  bring  cliofen  by  fo  learned  and 
expert  Men,  thinketh  therefore  your  Fitnefs  needeth 


Qoeen  Elizabeth. 

c 
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*  not  to  be  difputed  here,  and  therefore  they  giving 
unto  you  fuch  Faith  andCredit,  according  to  an  an- 
tient  Cuftom,  (he  cannot  but  do  the  like  j  and  alfo 
you  in  difabling  yourfelf  have  abled  yourfelf,  and 
therefore  ftiedoth  allow  and  approve  this  their  E- 
le^tion,  nothing  doubting  her  Opinion  in  ypur 
Ability  to  ferve  this  Turn.' 

Mr.  Onslow's  Anfwer. 

SEeing  that  it  hath  pleafed  your  Majefty  to  rati- 
fy this  Eleftion,  I,  to  the  uttermoft  of  my 
Power,  Ihall  ferve  your  Highnefs  and  this  Com- 
monwealth ;  but  firft  my  humble  Suit  is.  That  it 
would  pleafe  your  Majefty,  to  accept  my  Good- 
Will  ;  and,  the  better  to  difcharge  my  Duty  to- 
wards ihem  which  have  chofen  mc,  that  in  great 
Matters  feni  from  them,  I  may  have  Accels  to 
your  Majefty  at  Times  convenient,  as  the  Weight 
fhall  require.  Secondly,  If  by  Weaknefs  I  (hall 
miftake  the  Effctfl:  and  Meaning  of  the  Matters 
committed  to  me,  by  the  Knights,  Citizens  and 
BurgtlTes,  and  thereby,  againll  my  Will,  mifreport 
them,  that  then  thereby  this  Commonwealth 
may  take  no  Detriment ;  but  that  I  may  confer 
a'^nin  with  Lhcm,  the  better  to  underftand  their 
Meaning,  and  fo  with  more  Words  to  utter  the 
flime  unto  you :  And,  1  fliall  pray,  as  1  am 
bound,  to  God,  for  your  long  and  profperous 
Reign  over  us.* 

Then  her  Majefty  called  the  Lord  Keeper,  and 
commanded  him  to  anfwer  him,  which  he  did  as 
foUoweth  : 

Mr.  Speaker, 
The  Lord  Keep-*  rT^H  E  Queeu's  Majefty  hath  heard  your  hum- 
«t*s  Reply.       t      J^       ble  Petitions,  and  Requeft  made  unto  her, 

*  the  EfTcdt  whereof  fhe  gathereth  to  ftand  in  two 

*  Points:  Fit  ft,  For  Accefs  to   her  Perfon  ;   and, 

*  ftrondly,  For  gco.!  Interpretation  of  your  Mcan- 

*  ing  ;  and  a'fo  larger  Declarations  thereof,  if  need 

*  be.     For  liic  former,  her  Highnefs  (^as  her  noble 

Pro- 


0/  ENGL  AN  D;         $^ 

*  Progenitors  have  done)  is  well  contented,  that  inQiie«nElizabetI»* 
convenient  Time,  and  for  convenient  Caufes,  in  *^^^* 
convenient  Place,  and  v»rithout  Importunity,  (for. 
that  thefe  Parts  now  touched,  have  not  been  afore 
this  Timefo  well  handled,  as  flie  now  trufteth  it 
fhall  be)  which  confidered,  as  free  Accefs  ftie  ^ 
granteth  you,  as  any  other  hath  had.  For  the 
fecond  point,  becaufe  no  Man  at  all  Times  may: 
do  fo  Welli  but  fometimes  Things  may  be  uttered^ 
which  may  be  mif-fpoken  j  for  which  Caufe,  in 
that  Time  alfo  you  fliall  have  her  intreatable ;  but 
fhe  thinketh  your  CircumfpeiSion  to  be  fuch  as 
fhe  fhall  not,  therein  need/ 
'  Now  a  Word  or  two  to  remember  you  here 
prefent  of  both  the  Houfes  ;  firft.  This  it  is  that  I 
would  advife  you  in  this  prefent  Proceeding,  to 
prefer  the  moft  weighty  Matters  firft,  and  not 
trouble  yourfelves  with  fmail  Matters,  and  of  no 
Weight  J  and  therein  alfo,  that  all  be  done  to  un- 
derftand  the  Truth,  and  to  avoid  all  fuperfluous 
Matters,  and  lofing  or  driving  away  of  Time. 
Secondly,  It  is  profitable  that  you,  my  Lords,  and 
all  others  that  be  here,  confider  that  long  Time 
requireth  great  Expences,  and  therefore  wifh  you 
to  make  Expedition,  the  rather  to  avoid  the  fame. 
And  yet  not  meaning  fuch  Expedition,  that  any 
Thing  needful  to  be  done,  fhould  be  lightly  pafled 
over,  and  not  fubftantially  done,  and  feen  unto  ; 
but  only  I  mean  that  you  fhould  fettle  yourfelves 
wholly  to  mighty  Matters,  and  thofe  which  be 
neceflary,  and  to  fpare  fuperfluous  Things,  and 
which  needed  not.  And  this  is  the  Sum  I  have 
to  fay.' 

The  Publifher  of  D'  Ewesh  Journals  charges  the 
faid  Richard  OnJIow,  Efq-  with  omitting,  in  his  O- 
ration  to  the  Queen,  the  accuftomed  Claim  for  Li- 
berty of  Speech  and  Freedom  from  Arrefts  for  the 
Commons  and  tlieir  Followers.  He  feems  to  atone 
for  it,  indeed,  by  faying.  That,  perhaps,  the  Speak- 
er thought  thofe  Rights  of  the  Houfe  were  fo  evident 
and  unqueftionable,  that  they  needed  no  farther 
Confirmation,—-  But  this  Editor  appears  not  to  have 

confidered, 
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4^eeaElizabeth«coafidered,  That  this  was  the  fecond  SeiHonof  ^ 
'3^*  Parliament ;  that  Mr.  Solicitor  On/low  was  elected 
Speaker  upon  a  Vacancy  occafioned  by  the  Death 
of  Thomas  Williams^  Efqj  And  that,  as  the  two 
Points  of  Liberty  of  Speech  and  Freedom  from  Ar- 
^  refts  had  been^  before,  claimed  by  his  Predeceflbr  in 
that  Office,  and  allowed  by  the  Queen  in  the  firft 
Seflion  ;  nothing  feemed^  now,  necefTary  for  him 
to  a(k  but  fuch  Claims  as  were  Perfonal  j  which,  it 
appears  from  his  Speech,  he  did  not  neglect.  And 
this  Practice  feems  to  have  been  confirmed  by  fub- 
fequent  Ufage  in  like  Cafes^ 

Nothing  material  happenedj    in  the   Houfe  of 
Lords,  till  the  22d  of  Oiioher^  when  a  Committee 
of  Lords  were  appointed,  by  that  Houfe,   to  wait 
upon  the  Queen*    in  the  Afternoon,  to  know  her 
Majefty's  Pleafure.     There  is  no  farther  Entry 
made  of  this  Matter  for  that  Day ;  but,  three  Days 
after,   the  Lord  Treafurer  acquainted  the  Houfe, 
That  the  Queen,  confidering  his  hoary  Hairs  and 
old  Age,  accompanied  with  heavy  Griefs;  and,  un- 
derftanding  the  Lord  Keeper's  flow  Amendment, 
had  minded   to  fupply  both  their  Defedts,  by  ap- 
pointing Sir  Robert  Catlyn,  Knight,  Lord  Chief  Juf- 
tice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  to  execute  the  Office  of 
the  faid  Lord  Keeper,    in   Parliament.     And  her 
Majefty's  Letters  Patents,  for  the  faid  Appointment, 
were  read  accordingly.     VVe  prefumo  this  was  the 
Bufincfs  for  which  tlie  aforefaid  Committee  waited 
on  the  Queen.     The  Lord  Treafurer  had  adjourn- 
ed the  Houfe,    from  Day  to  Day,  fmce  the  5th  of 
Oilober^  by  the  Queen's  Command ;  becaufe,  as  it  is 
entered,    the  Lord   Keeper  was  fallen  ill  of  the 
Cjout  {c)y    and  could  not  attend  his  Duty  in  the 
Houfe.     It  fccms  moft  probable,  that  this  was  the 
Reafon  ;    tho'  the  Publifher  of  D'Ewis's  Journals 
binti,  That  it  was  on  the  two  great  Bufmefles  of  the 
Queen's  Marriage  and  Succeffion,that  thisCommit- 
mittce  was  appointed  to  wait  upon  her  Majefty. 
But  no  Entry  is  made,    in  either  Journals^  to  fup- 
port  this  Conjecture,  at  that  Time. 

OSobtr 

(c)  Podagra  Morb*  laitravit.  Journ.  Procer, 
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OSlober  the  26tb,  a  Bill  was  read  the  firft  Time,  Queen  Elizabeth, 
by  the  Lords,  declaring  the  Manner  of  making  and  1566. 
confecrating  Archbifhops  and  Bifhops  of  this  Realm, 
to  be  good,  lawful  and  perfect.  The  fame  Day  it  is 
entered,  that  the  Lords,  after  deliberateConfultation, 
and  Advice  taken,  how  to  provide  in  the  great 
Matter  of  Succeflion  and  Marriage,  which  had  been 
intimated  to  them  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
did  come  to  this  Refolution,  to  fend  Serjeant  Carui 
and  Mr.  Attorney  down  to  them  to  notify,  That 
there  would  be  a  Member  of  their  Houfe  chofen 
and  fent  to  them,  to  take  their  Opinion  in  this 
Affair. 

On  the   3Cth,  another  Committee  of  Lords  was 
appointed  for  a  Conference  with  a  feleft  Number  of 
the  Lower  Houfe,  touching  a  Petition  to  be  made 
to  the  Qiieen's  Majefty,  both  for  the  Succeflion 
and  the  Marriage.     This   Committee  confifted  of  A  Committee  of 
thefe  Lords  following  \    the  Archbiftop  of  ^^^'^. ''°*^ted  ?o  ^ "tml 
the  Lord  Treafurer,  the  Duke  o{  hlorfolk^  theMar-^nt^e  c^eena- 
quis  of  Northampton  ;  the  Earls  of  Northumberland^hoxxt  her  Marri- 
Wefimoreiand^  Shrewsbury^  Worcefler^  Suffex,  Hun-^^^' 
tingdon^  fVarivick^  Bedford,    Pembroke,    and   Lei- 
cefter  ;  the  Vifcounts  Montague  and  Byndon ;    the 
Bifhops  of  London^  Durhatn^  Winchejler,   Worcef^ 
ter,  Lincoln,  Rochejhr^    Coventry   and   Litchfield  ; 
the  Lord  Admiral  and  the  Lord  Chamberlain  ;  the 
Lords  Morley,    Cobham,  Gray,  JVentivorth,  Wind- 
for.    Rich,    Sheffield,    Paget,    North,    Hajlings  of 
Loughborough,  and  the  Lord  Hun/don. 

The  Committee  of  the  Commons,  for  manag- 
ing this  Conference,  is  alfo  entred  in  the  Lords 
Journals,  whofe  Names  were. 

Sir  Edw.  Rogers,  Knt.  Sir  T'homas  Wroth,  Knt. 
Sir  Francis  Knolle^,  Knt.         Mailer  of  the  Rolls. 

^vc  William  Cecil,  Knt.  %\x  NicholasThrogmorton* 

Sir  Ambrol'e  Cave,    Knt.  Sir  Morris  Berkley. 

Sir  William  Petre,  Knt.  Sir  Peter  Careiv. 

Sir  Ralph  Sadler,  Knt.  Sir  John  Ckichejler. 

Sir  Walt.  Mildmay  Knt.  Sir  Thomas  Gargrave. 

all   of   her   Majefty's  ^u  Henry  Nevile. 

Privy  Council.  Sir  Thomai  Arnold. 

Sir 
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Mr  Recorder  of  London, 
Mr  Francis  Fleetwood, 


Queen  Eiizabeth.Sir//i(7rry  AJhUy. 
1566.        Sir  John  Pollard. 
Sir  John  Perrot. 
Sir  Gabriel  Carew. 
Sir  Thomas  Gerrard. 
Sir  ff^illiam  Chejler. 
Sir  John  White. 
Sir  John  St  Leger. 
Sir  John  Conjiable. 

Sir Hajlings. 

Sir  John  Moore. 

Sir  John  Southwark. 

Sir  y^^^  Thinne. 

Sir  /i7^«  Turpine. 

Sir  Henry  Gates. 

Sir  i^^^r/  Wingfield. 

Sir  Henry  Cheney. 

Sir  Arth.Chapman^  Knts. 

Mr  Sechford. 

Mr  5^//. 

Mr  Monfon. 

Mr  Dalton. 

Mr  C(?/-^;>. 

Mr  KingfmiU. 

Mr  Molineu:(. 

Mr  Afjr/?). 

Mr  Prtf//. 

Mr  Northton. 

Mr  ^rt7y. 


Mr  Montgomery. 

Mr  Thomas  Fleetwood. 

Mr  Bartue, 

Mr  Ambrey. 

Mr  Haddon. 

Mr  Edward  Leighton. 

Mr  Young. 

Mr  Charles  Howard. 

Mr  y^^^r^. 

Mr  /^rry  A«o///x,   fen. 

Mr  //#/. 

Mr  Hawtrey. 

Mr  ytf/?'^  Hajlings. 

Mr  ^/fy  of  the  Jewel- 
Houfe. 

Mr  Cooky. 

Mr  William  Moore. 

Mr  ///•///>. 

Mr  Knight  Marflial. 

Mr  ^o^^r/  Manners. 

Mr  Barham. 

Mr  Francis  Newdigate. 

Mr  Warnecombe. 

Mr  Francis  Brown. 

Mr  Dunch. 

Mr  Withers. 

Mr  jRi^^^r/  Bowles. 
Mr  Sandys.  Mr  Wilfon. 

The  Journals  only  tell  us,  that  on  the  sthDa/ 
oi  November  the  fame  Committee  of  Lords,  and 
thirty  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  were  appointed 
to  wait  upon  her  M<ijefty,  by  her  own  fpecial  Com- 
mand. But  no  Account  is  given  in  thefe  Records, 
of  what  was  done  at  the  Conference,  or  what 
Anlwcr  her  Majefty  gave  to  this  Committee  of  Par- 
liament. Hidory,  however,  is  not  fo  fi'ent  about 
it  ;  Mr  Cambden  informs  us  (^),  that  the  Queen  of 
Sc'Js  wa?  juft  then  delivered  of  a  Son,  and  that" 
Q_icen  Elizabeth  fecretly  envied  her  Rival  the  Ho-' 

nour 

(d)  Cambdtn  in  Ktnntt,-  p,  399. 
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nOurof  being  a  Mother  before  her.  Yet  did  (he  Queen  Elizabeth, 
make  no  Hafte  to  follow  her  Example ;  and  this  de-  1566. 
termined  the  Englijh  Parliament  to  folicit  Elizabeth 
ftrongly  about  Marriage,  or  to  fettle  the  Succeflion. 
The  Pap'i/ls^  on  one  hand,  were  big  with  Hopes 
to  have  it  fettled  in  the  Queen  of  ScotSy  and  her  If- 
fue ;  whilft  the  Proteftants,  on  the  other,  were 
much  divided  about  a  Succeflbr,  fome  for  one  Per- 
fon,  fome  for  another ;  every  one  foreboding  fad 
and  troublefome  Times,  fhould  the  Queen  dye  be- 
fore this  important  Point  was  eftablifhed. 

The  Perfons  who  pretended  to  have  a  Title  to 
the  Crown,  and  had  their  feveral  Abettors,  befides 
the  Queen  of  5^5/x,  were  the  Countefs  of  Lenox ^  a 
Daughter  of  Margaret  of  England,  by  Archibald 
Douglafs,  Earl  of  ^//^«;,  her  fecond  Husband.  Ca^ 
therine  Countefs  of  Hertford^  the  Daughter  and 
Coheir  of  Henry  Grey,  Marquis  of  Dorfet,  and 
Frances  his  Wife,  the  eldeft  Daughter  and  Coheir 
of  Charles  Brandon,  Duke  of  Sufolk,  by  Mary 
the  French  Queen,  youngeft  Daughter  to  Henry  the 
Seventh.  Thefe  feveral  Claims  muft  make  the  Na- 
tion very  uneafy  at  that  Time  ;  lince,  without 
fettling  the  SuccefTion,  the  fingle  Life  of  the  Queen, 
only,  ftop'd  the  Door  againll  manyTroubles  which 
might  enfue  by  her  Death.  For  this  Reafon  the 
Lords  now  thought  proper  to  join  with  the  Com- 
mons in  an  Addrefs  to  her  Majelty.  What  the  De- 
bates at  the  Conference  were,  does  not  appear  in 
either  Journal  ;  but  Cambden  alTures  us,  that  the 
Heats  and  Clamours  were  fo  great,  in  the  Debates 
of  both  Houfes,  about  this  Affair,  that  they  roundly 
taxed  the  Qi^ieen  with  a  D' 'regard  to  her  Country 
and  Pofteri^y.  The  People  were  no  lefs  warm,  on 
theOccafion,  without  Doors  ;  fome  defamed  Cecil 
the  Secretary,  with  flaniierc is  Libels,  calling  him 
a  pernicious  Counfellor  ;  wliilft  others  curied  the 
Queen's  Phyfician,  Dr  Huic,  as  having  difTjaded 
the  Queen  from  marrying,  on  Account,  and  in 
Pretence  of  fome  fupernatural  Impediment  or  De- 
fei^  in  her. 

In 
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Qaeen  Elizabeth.     In  the  Houfe  of  Lord?,  the  Peers  that  fpoke  the 
'^^^*        moft  in   this  Debate  were,  the  Earls  of  Pembroke 
and  Leice/ler  ;  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  alfo,  but  more 
cautiouHy,    joined  the  others  Opinion,    that  the 
Queen  ought  to  be  obliged  to  take  a  Husband  ;  or 
that  a  Succeflbr  (hould  be  declared  by  Ail  of  Par- 
liament,   even  againft  her  Will.     But  they   were 
forced  to  make  Submiflion  for  this,  and  had  their 
Pardon.     However,  the  whole  Houfe  came  to  a 
Refolution,  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs  10  her  Majefty, 
to  be  deliver'd  by  their  Speaker,  the  Lord  Keeper 
Bacon ;   which   Addrefs,  or  Petition,  at   large,  is 
preferved  by  Cambden,  with  the  Queen's  Anfwer 
to  It;  and  though  prolix  enough,  and  full  of  ftrange 
Arguments,  yet  muft  they  both  find  Places  in  thel'e 
Enquiries. 

7he  Petition  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal^  to 
her  Majejly,  upon  the  two  great  Matters  of  Mar- 
riage and  Succejfion^  delivered  by  the  Lord  Keeper 
in  Parliament y  Nov.  10,   1566. 

An  Addrefs  f.om'  A>T^^'^  ^"^""^'^  ''c^eecheth  your  excellent 
the  Lords  on  that  xVX  Majefty,  your  faithful,  loving  and  obedi- 
Subjeft.  ent  Subjedts,    all    your  Lords  both  Spiritual  and 

Temporal,  aflemblcd  in  Parliament  in  your  Upper 
Houfe  ;  to  be  fo  much  their  good  Lady  and  Sove- 
reign, as  according  10  your  accuftom'd  Benignity, 
to  grant  a  gracious  and  favourable  Hearing  to  their 
Petiiions  and  Suits,  which  with  all  Humblcnefs  and 
Obedience,  they  are  comchiihcr  to  prefent  to  your 
Majefty  by  my  Mouth,  in  Matters  very  nearly  and 
dearly  touching  your  moft  Royal  Perfon,  the  Im- 
perial Crown  of  this  your  Realm,    and  univerfal 
Weal  of  the  fame  ;  which  Suits,  fur  that  they  tend 
to  tlie  Surety  and  Preiervation  of  thcfe  three  Things, 
your    Perfon,     Ciovvn,    and    Realm,    the   deareft 
jewel  that  my  Lords  have  m  the  Earth  ;  therefore 
they  think  thcmf^rlvcs,  for  divers  Rcfpcits,  greatly 
bound  to  make  tiicle  Petitions  ;  as  firft  by  th<  ir  Duty 
to  God,  then  hv  their  Allegiance  to   your  Highnels, 
andltftlyby   ih.e  Faith  they  oaght  to  bear  to  their 
natural  Ccur.try.     And  like  as,  moft  gracious  So- 
vereign^ 
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Vereigli,  by  thefe  Bonds  they  fhould  have  been  bound  Queen  Elizabeth, 
to  make    the  like  Petiiion,   upon  like  Occafion,  to        ^^^^' 
any  Prince  that  it  fhould  have  plcafed  God  to  have 
appointed  to  reign  over  tliem  ;  fo  they  think  them- 
lelves  doubly  bound  to  make  the  fame  to  your  M:i- 
jefty,  confidering  that  befides  the  Bond  beforcm.en- 
tion'd,  they  Ibnd  alfo  bound  lb  to  do,  by  the  great 
and  manifold  Benefits  they  have  and  do  receive  daily 
at  your  Highneis's  Hands  ;  v^-hich,  fhortly  to  fpeak, 
be  as  great  as  the  Fruits  of  Peace,  common  Quiet 
and  Juliice  can  give  ;  and  this  wath  great  Care  and 
Charge  to  yourfelf.     And  thus  my  Lords  diverfly 
bound,  as   your  Majelfy  hath  heard,  are  now  to 
open  to  your  Highnefs  their  humble  Petitions  and 
Suits,  confiding  in  two  Points  chiefly  ;  which  not 
fandrily,  or   the  one  without  the  other,  but  both 
jointly  they  defire  your  Highneis  to  aflent  to  :    The 
former  is,  that   it  would  pleafe   your  Majefty  to 
difpofe  yourfelf  to  marry,  where  it  fliail  pleafe  you, 
with  v/hom  it  {hall  pleafe  you,  and  as  ibon  as  it 
fhall  pleafe  you.    The  fecond,  that  feme  fuch  Li- 
mitation might  be  mide,  how  the  Imperial  Ciown 
of  this   Realm  fhould  remain,    if   God  call   your 
Highnefs  without  Heir  of  your  Body,  ("which  our 
Lord  defend)  fo  as  thefe  Lords  and  Nobles,  and  o- 
ther  your   Subjedts  then  living,  might  fufficiently 
underfland  to    whom  they  (hould  owe  their  Alle- 
giaiTce  and  Duty,  due  to  be  done  by  Subjefts  ;  and 
that  they  might,  by    your  Majefty 's  Licence,  and 
with  your  Favour,  treat  and  confer  together   this 
Parliament-time,  for  the  well  doing  of  this.     The 
former  of  thefe  two,  which  Is  your  Marriage,  they 
do  in  their  Hearts  mofl  earneftly  wifh  and  pray,  as 
a  Thing  that  muft  needs  breed  and  bring  great  and 
fingular  Comfort  to  yourfelf",  and  unfpeakable  joy 
and  Gladnefs  to  all  true  ErigUjh  Hearts.     But  the 
fecond  carrieth  with  it  fuch  Ncceflity,  that  without 
it  they  cannot   fee  how  the  Safety  of  your  Royal 
Perfon,  the  Prefervation  of  your  Lnperial  Crown 
and  Realm,  fhall  be,  or  can  be  fufHciently  and  cer- 
tainly provided   for,     Moft  gracious  and  fovereigti 
L'.idv,  the  lamentable  and  pitiful  Slate  and  Condi- 
VoL,  IV.  E  titioHi 


66       The  Tarltarrnntary  History 

Queen t;i/abeth.tio»S  wherein  all  your  Nobles  and  Counfellors  of 
1366,  late  were,  when  it  pleal'ed  God  to  lay  his  heavy 
Hand  upon  you,  and  iHe  Amazednels  that  molt 
Mi'U  of  Underftanding  were  by  the  Fruit  of  that 
Sicknefs  brought  into,  is  one  Caufe  of  this  iheir  Pe- 
tition ;  the  iecond,  the  Aptnefs  and  Opporiunity 
of  the  Time,  by  reaibn  of  this  Parliament,  where- 
by both  fuch  Advice,  Confideraiion  and  Confent, 
as  is  rcquifitein  fo  great  and  weighty  a  Caufe,  may 
be  belter  heard  and  ufed,  than  at  any  other  Time, 
V  hen  no  Parliament  is.  The  third,  for  that  the 
aflenting  and  performing  of  thefe  Petitions,  cannot, 
as  they  think,  but  breed  great  Terror  to  pur  Ene- 
mies, and  therefore  mufl  of  NecefTity  bring  great 
Surety  to  your  Perfon  j  and  efpecially  by  Addition 
of  fuch  Laws,  as  may  be  join'd  with  this  Limitati- 
on, for  a  certain  and  fure  obferving  it,  and  prcferv- 
ingof  your  Majefty  againfl'  all  Piadtices  and  Chan- 
ces. The  fourth  Caufe,  for  that  the  like  (as  it  is 
fuppt  led)  hath  been  done  by  divers  of  your  noble 
Progeni'ors,  both  f>f  old  l^ime  and  of  late  Days  j 
and  alio  by  other  Princes  your  Neighbours,  of  the 
grcateft  Eitate  in  Europe  ;  and  for  that  Experience 
hath  taught,  that  Good  hath  come  of  it.  The 
fifth,  for  that  it  appeareth  by  Hiftories,  how  that  in 
Times  pafl,  Pcrfons  inheritable  to  Crowns  being 
Votaries  and  Religious,  to  avoid  fuch  Dangers  as 
might  have  happen'd  for  Waiu  of  S'uccefTicn  to 
Kingdoms  have  left  their  Vov/s  and  Monafteries, 
and  taken  themfelves  to  Marriage;  as  Ccnjlantia  a 
Nun,  Heir  to  the  Kingdom  of  Sicily^  married  after 
filiy  Years  of  Age,  to  Henry  VI.  Emperor  of  that 
Name,  and  had  IlVue  Frederick  II.  And  like  wife  Pt*- 
ierai  A'ragoH^  being  a  Monk,  married.  tl;e  better 
to  tftabiifh  and  pacity  that  Kingdom.  Again,  An- 
tomnus  Pius  is  as  much  commended,  for  that  not 
two  Days  before  his  Death,  he  faid  to  his  Council, 
latg  animo  morior^  qvonidm  filiuvi  vobis  relinquo. 
Pyrrius\s  of  all  godly  Men  detefied,  for  faying  he 
Would  leave  his  Realm  to  him  that  had  the  fharpeft 
Sword.  What  but  Want  of  a  Succeflor  known, 
m.idt;  an  End  of  fo  great  an  Empire  as  Alexander 

the 
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the  Gjreat  did  leave  at  his  Death  ?  Thefixth  Caufe  Queen  Eiizabetli< 
is,  for  tliat  my  Lords  do  judge,  the  perforin ing  of  '566. 
this  will  breed  fuch  an  univerfal  Gladnefs  in  the 
Hearts  of  all  your  true  and  loving  Subje6ls,  that 
likely  and  probably  you  fhall  find  them  in  all  Com- 
mandments ready  and  glad  to  adventure  their  Goods, 
Lands  and  Lives  in  your  Service,  according  to 
their  bounden  Duties  ;  which  of  Necellity  muft 
breed  great  Surety  to  your  Majefty.  The  feventh 
Caufe,  becaufe  the  not  doing  of  this,  fif  God  fhould 
call  your  Highnefs  without  Heir  of  your  Body, 
which  God  grant  never  be  feen,  if  it  be  his  Will) 
and  yet  your  Majefly  right  well  knoweth,  that 
Princes  and  their  Offspring,  be  they  never  fo  great, 
never  fo  ftrong,  never  fo  like  to  live,  be  yet  mor- 
tal, and  fubje£t  every  Day,  yea  every  Hour,  to 
God's  Call  ;  my  Lords  think,  this  happening,  and 
no  Limitation  made,  cannot,  by  their  Judgments, 
but  be  the  Occafion  of  very  evident  and  great  Dan- 
ger and  Peril  to  all  Eftates  and  Sorts  of  Men  of 
tliis  Realm,  by  the  Fadions,  Seditions,  and  intef- 
tine  War,  that  will  grow,  for  Want  of  Under- 
Ifanding  to  whom  they  (hould  yield  Allegiance  and 
Duty  ;  whereby  much  innocent  Blood  is  moft  like 
to  be  filed,  and  many  of  thofe  to  lofe  their  Lives^ 
that  now  would  gladly  beflow  them  for  your  Sake, 
in  your  Majefty's  Service.  The  eighth,  for  that 
the  not  performing  of  this,  the  other  happenings 
doth  leave  the  Realm  without  Government,  which 
is  the  greatelt  Danger  that  can  happen  to  any  King- 
dom ;  for  every  Prince  is  Anima  Legh^  and  fo  re- 
puted in  Law,  and  therefore  upon  the  Death  of 
Princes  the  Law  dies;  all  the  Offices  of  Juftice, 
whereby  the  Laws  are  to  be  executed,  do  ceafe  ; 
all  Writs  and  Commandments  to  call  Parties  to  the 
Execution  of  Jultice,  do  hang  in  Suipenfe  ;  all 
Comniiflions  for  the  Peace,  and  for  the  Punifhment 
of  Offenders,  do  determine  and  lofe  their  Force  ; 
whereby  it  foUoweth  confequently,  that  Strength 
and  Will  muft  rule,  and  neither  Law  nor  Reafon, 
during  fuch  a  Vacacion  and  Inter  Reign  \  wherein 
iiich  an  Incertainty  of  Succeflion  is  like  to  laft  fo 
E  2  long. 
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QiieenEiizabeth.  long,  35  it  IS  to  bc  fcared  [if  God's  Mercy  be  not 
J506.  the  greater)  that  thereby  we  may  beconrte  a  Prey  to 
Stranger*,  (which  our  Lord  defend)  or  at  leaft  lofe 
the  great  Honour  and  Eftimation  that  long  time 
hath  pertained  to  us.  And  like  as,  moft  gracious 
Sovereign,  my  Lords  have  been  moved  for  the 
worldly  Refpedl  aforefaid,  to  make  their  humWe 
Petitions  to  your  Majefty  ;  fo  by  the  Examples, 
Counfels,  yea  and  Commandments,  that  they  have 
heard  out  of  the  facred  Scriptures,  and  for  Confci- 
ence-fake  they  feel  themfelves  conftrain'd,  and  en- 
forced to  do  the  like.  God,  your  Highnefsknow- 
eth,  by  the  Courfe  of  the  Scriptures,  hath  declared 
Succeflion  and  having  of  Children  to  be  one  of  the 
principal  Benedidions  in  this  Life  ^  and  on  the  con- 
trary, he  h?ah  pronounced  contrarywife :  And 
therefore  Alraham  pray'd  to  God  for  Iflue,  fearing 
that  Eliazar,  his  Steward,  fhould  have  been  his 
Heir ;  and  had  Promife  that  Kings  fhould  proceed 
of  his  Body.  Hannah,  the  Mother  of  5^ww/,  pray- 
ed to  God  with  Tears  for  Illiie  :  And  Eiizabeihy 
(whofe  Name  your  Maiefty  beareth)  Mother  to 
John  theBaptift,  was  joyful  when  God  had  blefled  her 
■with  Fruit,  accounting  herfelf  thereby  to  be  delivered 
from  Reprop.ch.  And  as  this  is  a  BlefTing  in  pri- 
vate Houfes,  fo  is  it  much  more  in  Kingdoms,  as 
it  plainly  appearetli  in  the  two  Kingdoms  of  Ifrael 
and  Juddh,  Unto  the  Kingdom  of  Judab^  con- 
taining but  two  Tri^)es,  or  there.ibouis,  God  gave 
lineal  Succelfion  by  Defcent  of  Kings ;  and  there- 
fore thry  continued  along  l^imc.  The  Kingdom 
of  ./v?^/,  containing  ten 'IVihes,  or  thereabouts,  of- 
ten dcllitute  of  lawful  Heirs,  tlie  one  half  of  the 
People  following  the  one,  and  the  other  half  follow- 
ing the  other,  by  Wars  and  Seditions  weaken'd,  came 
foon  to  Ruin,  as  plainly  appeareth  by  the  third  and 
fouith  lo.  k  <jf  Kings.  And  again,  in  the  Time  of 
tJie  Judges,  bccaufe  there  was  no  ordinary  SuccefTion, 
the  Feor!c  were  oftentimes  overcome,  and  carried 
into  Captivity.  Bciides,  it  is  plain,  by  the  Scrip- 
tures, that  g  )dl/  Goveniours  and  Prince?  (as  Fathers 
of  their  Countiics}  have  always  been  careful  to  avoid 
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?he  great  Evil  that  might  enfue,  through  Want   o.f     ^^^^ ^u^^l^^tl,. 
Limitation  of  Succeffion;   therefore  Jl/Jojes  did  en-        1566. 
join  Jc^^ua  to  be  his  Succeflbr,  and  David  his  Son 
So/cmon  ;  whereby  a  Sedition  was  appeafed,  begotten 
by   Adoiiijah :  Of  this   there  be   many  Examples. 
Farther,  feeing  it  may  be  eafily  gathered  by  Experi- 
ence of  all  Ages  paft,  that  Civil  Wars,  Effufion  of 
Chriftian  Blood,  and  confequently  Ruins  of  King- 
doms do  follow,    where  Realms  be  leit  wiihout  a 
Certainty  of  Succeffion  ;  and    your  M^Jeily  is  alfo 
infofm'd  of  the  fame,  and  fued  unto  for  Redrefs  : 
If  therefore  now  no  fufficient  Remedy  (hould  be  by 
your  Highneis  provided,  that  then  it  (hould  be    a 
dangerous  Burden,   before  God,    to  your  Majefty, 
and  you  were  to  yield  a  ftrift  Account  to  God  for 
the  lame  ;  conlldcring  you   are  placed,  as  the  Pro- 
phet Ezekiel  faith,  in  altijjitno  SpecuJo  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  fee  the  Sword  coming,  and  provide 
no  Remedy  for  the  Defence  of  it.     Laftly,  The 
Spirit  of  God    pronounceth,  by  the  Mouth  of  St. 
Paul,   to    Timothy^   That  whofoever  maketh  no  due 
Provifion  for  his  Family,   is  in  very  great  Danger  to 
God-ward  ;  and  alfo  by    the  Mouth  of  St.  Jc'tm, 
That  whofoever feeth  hut  one  Brother  in  Neceffity,  and 
doth  fmt  up  the  Bowels  of  Pity  and  Compaffion  from 
him,  hath   not  the  Love  of  God  remaining  in  h'lm  : 
Whereby   it   is  plain  and  manifeft,   how  fearful  a 
Thing  it  were,  if  this  whole  Realm,  containing  fo 
many  Families,  were  not,  in  a  perilous  Cafe,  upon 
iheir  Suit  provided  for;  or  if  the  Bowels  of  Mercy 
fhould  be  (hut  up  from  fo  niany  Thoul^uids,  which 
every  Way  were  like  to  fall  into  moft  extream  Mi- 
feries,  if  God    fhould  call   your   Highneis  without 
Certainty  of  Succeffion  ;  which   we   pray   to  God 
may  never  happen.     Moft  excellent  Princefs,  the 
Places  of  Scripture  containing  the  faid  Threatnings, 
be  let  forth  with  more  fliarp  Words  than  be  here 
exprcfled.     Thus,   moft    gracious  Sovereign,  your 
Lords  and  Nobles,  both  Spiritual  and  Temiporal, 
have,  as  briefly  as  they  can,  firft  fliewed  to  your  Ma- 
iefty,  how  diverfly  they  take  themfelves  bound,  to 
ni.tke  thefe  th.elr  humble  Petitions  unto  you  ;  and 
E  3  then. 


70       Tloe  Tarliajnetttary  Histort 

QjjctnEPzibeth.  ^^^^  "^^^^  ^^c""  Petitions  be  ;  and  after  that  what 
J 566.  Reafons  for  worldly  Refpedts,  and  what  by  the 
Scriptures,  and  for  Confciencc-Sake,  have  mov'd 
them  thus  to  do  ;  which  here  upon  their  Knees,  ac- 
cording to  their  bounden  Duty,  they  moft  humbly 
and  earneftly  pray  your  Majefty  to  have  Confidera- 
tion  of  in  Time  j  and  to  give  them  fuch  favourable 
and  comfortable  Anfwer  to  the  fame,  that  fome 
good  Effedt  and  Conclufion  may  grow  before  the 
End  of  theSefiion  of  this  Parliament,  the  uttermoft 
Day  of  their  greateft  Hope,  whereby  this  Common- 
wcaUh,  which  your  Highnefs  found  to  be  Lateritia, 
zsJuguJIus  did  his,  and  by  your  great  Providence  is 
now  come  to  be  Marmorea^  {hall  not  for  Want  of 
performing  this,  if  God  fiiall  call  your  Highnefs, 
without  Heir  of  your  Body,  be  in  more  dangerous 
Eftate  and  Condition,  than  ever  it  was  that  any 
Man  can  remember.  True  it  is,  that  this  Suit  is 
made  by  my  Lords,  not  without  great  Hope  of  good 
Succefs,  by  reafon  of  the  Experience  ihat  they  have 
had  of  your  bountiful  Goodncfs  fhewed  to  them,  . 
and  the  reft  of  your  loving  Subjedts,  divers  and  fun- 
dry  Ways,  fince  the  Begnning  of  your  Reign  ; 
which  they  pray  God  Icng  to  continue,  to  his 
Honour,  with  all  Felicity.' 

Her  Majefty's  Anfwer. 

T'r.f  Ouf    -s       QJ'i^(^  if-^^^  ((^^  ^^  no  duerDebt  than  a  Prince' i  Word^ 

*'.aiv,c-,  ^     i°  keep  that  unjpotted^  for  my  Party  as  one  that 

would  be   loth  that  the  fe'.f-faine  Thing  that  heepeth 

,  Merchants  Credit  from   Craze,  Jhould  be  the  Cauje 

^  -  that  a  Prince's  Speech Jhould  merit  B/ame^  andfo  their 

Hcnciir  quail  -.  thei  efcre  1  will  an  Anfwer  give^  and 

th  s  it  is  :     'The  tivo  Petitions  that  you  prejented  me 

Hvhich  mu(l  doubtlefs  relate  to  the  two  feveral  'parts 

of  one  and  the  Jame  Petition,  viz.  the  Marriage  and 

the  Siiccejfon^  and  might  yict  improptrly  be   fo   called 

tlo  cjuil.'d  in  one  B^dy,  and  as  the  f Fords  alfo  fsllow- 

T'Vj  do  ill  Alanner  explain  it)  exprefs'd  many  /Fords, 

i(  .'uh  contained  in  Sum  the fe  tivo  Things,  as  cf  your 

(Jares  the  vrcatefl,   my  Marriage  and  ?fy  Succejpon. 

Of 
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Of  which  two  I  think  the  lafl  be/i  to  be  touch'' d,  ^^-'/./Q-aeenFi'.,  .  . 
the  other  a  filent  Thought  may  fewe.  Fjr,  I  ''-O'/gbt  's^*^- 
it  had  been  jodefir^d^  as  none  other  Trees  Blojfom  Jho;dd 
have  hi  en  minded^  or  ever  any  Hope  of  any  F:  vit  had 
been  den  ed  you-  And  yet  by  the  Wav.  if  any  here 
doubt,  that  I  am,  by  Vow  or  Determination,  bent  ne- 
ver to  trade  in  that  Kind  of  Life ^  put  cut  that  K:nd 
of  Herefie  ;  for  your  Belief  is  therein  awry.  Fur 
tho'  Lean  think  it  befl  for  a  private  Woman.,  yet  I  do 
ftrive  zuith  m)fef  not  to  think  it  7neet  for  a  Prince  j 
'and  if  I  can  bend  my  Lihng  to  your  Need.,  1  will  not 
refijl  fuch  a  Mhid. 

But,  to  the  lalU  think  not  that  you  had  needed  this 
Defre.^  if  I  had  feen  a  Ti?nefo  fit,  and  it  f  ripe  to  -c 
denounced.  The  Greatnef  of  the  Cau'e.  therefore,  and 
Need  of  your  Returns.,  doth  make  me  jay  that  which  I 
think  the  Wife  may  eafily  guefs,  that  as  a  Jhort  Ti  ns^ 
for  fo  long  Continuance^  ought  not  to  pals  by  roat.,  as 
?nany  tell  their  Tales  ;  eve?;  fo,  as  Caufe  by  C-^nference 
ivith  the  Learned  Jhall Jhew  me  Mutter  worth  the 
Utterance  for  your  Behoof.,  fo  fJoall  Lniore  gl^d'y  pur- 
fue  your  Good.,  after  my  Days.,  than  luiih  all  my  Pray- 
ers, luhilfi  Hive,  be  Means  to  linger  mv  liv'ng  Thread, 
And  thus.,  much  more  then  1  thought.,  vjillladdfo'-your 
Cojnfort  :  /  have  good  Record  in  this  Place,  that  o- 
ther  Means  than  you  mention,  have  been  thought  of., 
perchance  for  your  Good,  as  much  as  for  my  Surety.,  no 
kfs ;  xvhich,  ifprefently  and  conveniently  could  have 
been  executed,  it  had  not  been  now  deferred  or  over- 
flipped.  But  I  hope  I  fnall  die  in  ^net  with  Nunc 
Dimittis ;  ivhich  cannot  be,  without  I  fee  fome 
Glimpfe  of  your  following  Surety,  after  my  graved 
Bones. 

The  Houfe  of  Lords  having  received  this  Anfv/er 
to  their  Addrefs,  were,  feemingly,  latisfied  ;  but  the 
Commons  were  much  hotter  in  the  Affair ;  and,  as  Which  b  not  fai 
Carnbden  writes,  Dutton,  IFentiuorth  and  other  Mem-  ff^^^^l'  grTat 
bers  of  that  Houfe,  fuch  as  Bell  and  Monfon    great  Debater 
Jvawyers,  grated  hard  on  the  Queen's  Royal  Prero- 
gative.    They  maintained,  amongfl  other  Points, 
••  That  Kings  are  bcuiid  to  appoint  a  Succeflbr ; 

'  that 


Queen  Eliiabith. 
1,-66. 


highly    ic- 
fents  It  : 
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that  the  Affedion  of  the  Subjed  is  the  mod  im" 
pregnable  Bulwark  and  Support  of  the  Prince ; 
but  that  Princes  can  gain  this  AftedVion  no  oiher- 
wife,  ilun  by  providing  for  the  Welfare  of  their 
Subjeds,  both  whilft  after  they  live  and  after 
their  Death.  And  which  can  by  no  Means  be 
done,  but  where  'tis  certainly  known  who  fhall 
fucceed  to  the  Throne.  I'hat  the  Queen,  by 
not  appointing  a  Succellbr,  did  at  once  provoke 
the  Wrath  of  God  and  alienate  the  Hearts  of  her 
People.  Whereas,  would  fhe  poHefs  the  Affec- 
tions of  her  Subjeds,  and  the  Favour  of  God, 
and  live  for  ever  in  the  Remembrance  of  her  Peo- 
ple, flic  muft  of  Coutfe  nominate  a  SucctfTor. 
If  not,  fhe  would  be  rather  a  Step-Mother  of  her 
Country,  orfomething  worle,  than  the  Nurfing- 
Mother  thereof;  as,  being,  feerningly,  deiirous 
that  England^  which  lived  as  it  were  in  her,  fhould 
rather  expire  with  than  furvive  or  outlaft  her. 
That  none  but  timorous  Princes,  or  fuch  as  were 
liated  by  their  People,  or  faint-hearted  Women, 
did  ever  fland  in  Fear  of  their  Succeflbrs ;  nor 
can  that  Prince,  with  any  Reafon,  apprehend 
Danger^  from  a  SucceiTor,  who  is  fortified  and 
fecured  by  the  Love  and  Duty  of  his  Subjeds.' 
The  Q_ieen  being  made  acquainted  with  the  Bold- 
r.efs  of  thcie  Speeches,  it  gave  her  no  little  Concern, 
for  the  prcfcnt,  tho'  flie  fecmed  to  overlook  it. 
She  knew  very  well  the  Hazard  of  naming  and  ap- 
pointing a  Succcflbr,  by  her  own  Experience  ;  the 
Secrets  of  her  hie  Sille:'s  Bed- Chamber,  having 
been  br(;ught  immediately  to  her,  by  thofe  who  had 
a  Mind  to  worfliip  the  riling  Sun.  However,  the 
Points  above-mentioned  being  ftill  infilled  on, 
with  much  H::{t  and  great  In folence;  and  the  Mem- 
bers f  <  a  :daf  iojs  as  to  back  their  Pertnefs  with  in- 
vectives and  Abui'cs,  the  Queen  was  lefolved  to  put 
?.  Sto})  ro  thefe  Proceedings.  Accordingly,  her  Ma- 
Jelly  coiiiin.iniied  thirty  Members  of  the  Lower 
Houle,  as  is  mention,  d  xuVciC  Journals^  along  with 
the  Comniitite  of  Lords,  to  m^ke-their  Appearance 
K'fcjc  hur.     On  their  coming  to  her,  (he  endca- 

*  voured 
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voured  firft  to  fmooth  and  qualify  their  Minds  by  Queen  Elizabeth. 

many  obliging  Expreflions;    but,  afterwards  gave        1566. 

them  a  fmart  Reproof,    in  which,  however,  fhe 

mixed  feme  Sweetnefs  with  Majefty.     She  promifed 

them  to  manage  Things  not  only  with  the  Care  of 

a  Prince,    but  the  Tendernefs  of  a  Parent  ;    by 

which  Means  (he  diverted  them  from  their  Refolu- 

tion.     And,    becaufe   the   Parliament  had  offered 

greater  Subfidies    than   ufual,     on  Condition   fhe 

would  declare  a  Succeflbr,  fhe  utterly  refufed   that 

extraordinary  Supply,  and  accepted  of  a  much  fmal- 

ler  Sum.     Abating  the  Receipt  of  the  fourth  Part 

of  the  Money   fo  granted  ;  and  telling  them,  after 

commending  their  Regard  for  her,  That  Money  in  her 

Subjeih  Purfe^  was  as  good  as  in  her  own  Exchequer. 

This  is  the  Subllance  of  Vv'hat  the  Hiftorian  writes 
of  this  Matter ;  as,  indeed,  it  is  alfo  of  what  we 
find  in  the  Journals  of  the  Commons,  about  it  : 
Except  that  two  Inhibitions  were  fent  to  that  Houfe, 
by  the  Qiieen,  exprefly  foibidding  them  to  proceed  tlefprocee;! 
in  that  Affair  any  farther.  This  occafioned  a  Mo-  ingsonthat  Subr 
lion  to  be  made,  by  Paul  IVentworth^  Efq;  toJ^"^* 
know  whether  the  Queen's  Commands  and  Inhibi- 
tion were  not  againft  the  Liberties  and  Privileges  of 
the  Houfe  ?  On  which  nice  Queftion,  the  Debates, 
nforementioned,  were  grounded.  Many  Argu- 
ments enfued  upon  thisj  and  the  Debate  lafted  from 
Nine  in  the  Morning,  IS'ove 'Tiber  mh,  till  Two  in 
the  Afternoon.  Next  Day  the  Speaker  was  again 
fent  for  to  Court ;  who  reported  to  the  Houfe, 
'  That  he  had  received  a  fpecial  Command  from 
'  the  Queen,  that  there  fliould  be  no  farther  Talk 

*  of  that  Matter  ;  and  if  any  Perfon  thought  hm- 
'  felf  not  fatisfied,  and  had  further  Reafons,  let  him 

*  come  and  fhew  them  before  the  Privy  Council.' 
But  we  find  that  fome  Time  aftcE,  November 

25th,  the  Speaker,  coming  again  from  her  Majefty, 
declared  to  the  Kcnfe,  '  That  for  the  Good-Will 

*  (lie  bore  to  tliem,  fhe  did  revoke  her  two  former 
'  Commandmenis ;  but  deiired  tne  Houfe  to  pro- 
'  ceed  no  'urther  in  the  Mutter  at  that  Time," 
Which   Revocation,  fays  the  Jciirjial^    was  taken 

by 
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Queen  Elizabeth,  f'y  ^^e  Houfe  moft  joyfuljy ;  with  moft  hearty 
1566.  Prayer  and  Thanks  for  the  fame. — In  this  Difpofi- 
tion,  however,  the  Queen  continued  all  her  Life  ; 
fhe  would  never  fuffer  an  Adt  of  Parliament  to  be 
made  to  fettle  the  Succeflion ;  as  very  well  know- 
ing that,  after  her,  it  would  fettle  itfel.^  and  the 
Crown  devolve,  as  fhe  afterwards  exprefled  on  her 
Death-Bed,  to  her  Coufin  the  King  of  Scots. 

The  Supply  was  moved  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, O^ober  i-jihy  by  Mr  Comptroller  Roger Sj 
and  feconded  by  Secretary  Cecily  who  declared, 
*    That  it  was  to  defray  the  Queen's  Charges  at 

*  Newhavetiy  the  Navy,  and  the  Munitions  againft 

*  John  O  Neyky  in  Ireland.* 

This  Bill  was  fent  up  to  the  Lords,  on  the  17th 
Day  of  December.,  read  a  firft  Time  in  the  After- 
noon of  the  fame  Day,  and  pafled  that  Houfe  on  the 
A  Subfidjr.  1 8th.  The  Grant  was  one  Fifteenth^  one  Tenths 
and  a  Subfidy  ;  a  Subfidy  from  the  Clergy  had  been 
confirmed  by  Parliament  fome  Days  before  [i). 
Part  of  this  Tax,  as  our  learned  Author  writes,  the 
Queen  remitted  j  as  not  caring  to  lie  under  too  high 
an  Obligation  to  her  Parliament,  confidering  (he 
was  refolved  not  to  oblige  them,  either  in  taking  a 
Husband  herfelf,  or  declaring  a  Succeflbr  to  the 
Crown. 

Mr.  Camhden  takes  Notice  but  of  one  Ad  that 

A^clarfr^thc  v!- P^^'^'^  this  Scflion,  tho'  tlic  Lift  in  the  Lord's  Jour- 

lidityo7ti.<Ei.g-''wA   mention  the  Titles  of  thirty-four.      Indeed, 

Ji/h  Ordination,  there  are  few  or  none  of  ihem  hiftorical  enough  to 

be  taken  Notice  of,  in  this  Pl.nce,  except  an    Ad, 

declaring  '  the  Eledion,  Confecration,  Confirma- 

*  tion  and  Inftallmeni  of  the  Archbifliops  and  Bi- 

*  fliops  of  England^  to  be  good  and  lawful  ;  and 
'  that  the  faid  Bilhops  were  cledlcd  and  confecraied 

*  duly,  and  according  to  the  Laws  of  the  Land.' 
But  this  Ad  did  not  pafs  the  Houfe  of  Lords  una- 
nimoufly  ;  for  on  the  third  Reading  of  the  Bill,  Nc- 
vember  6th,  we  find  that  the  Earls  of  Ncrthufuber- 
landy  lP'eJ]morland,  Worcejler  and  Siijj'cx  ;  t'lc  Vif- 
count    Montague  j    the   Barons   NLrlfy^    Dudley^ 

Dacre^ 

(/}  This  W334S.  in  the  Pound,  to  be  paid  in  chicc  Years, 
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Dacre^  Mont  eagle  ^  Cromwell  and  Mordqunty  pro-  Queen  Elizabeth, 
tefted  againfl:  it.  We  may  luppofe  that  this  fmall  1566. 
Number  of  Peers  was  all  the  Strength  the  Popi/b 
Party  had  then  in  the  Houfe  j  and  that  the  Bifhops 
were  all  fteady  and  unanimous  in  fupporting  their 
own  Creaiions.  But  tho'  the  Romanijis  were  weak 
amongft  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation,  yet  in 
the  Body  of  it  iheir  Power  was  very  ftrong.  In 
order  to  lubvert  the  Protejiant  Religion,  they  ftruck 
at  the  very  Fundamentals  of  that  Priefthood,  by  af- 
ferting,  boldly,  That  the  Ordination  of  their  Bifhops 
wasfalle  and  counterfeit  ;  not  being  able  to  prove  a 
regular  Succeflion  from  the  Apollolic  Times.  This 
Difpute  has  lafted  even  down  to  our  own  Time  : 
But  a  famous  French  Prieil  [k)^  Ibme  few  Years  ago, 
cleared  up  thatPoint,  in  Behalf  of  the  Engli/h  Cler- 
gy ;  and  has  fet  the  infamous  Story  of  the  Nag's- 
Head  Confecration,  entirely  afide.  In  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth's  Time,  however,  the  Difpute  was  ended  by 
an  Aft  of  Parliament,  which  not  only  declared,  as 
above,  butby  it  was  enadted,  *  That  both  the  pre- 

*  font  Bifhops,  and  all  fuch  as  fhould  be  hereafter 
'  confecrated,  were  to  be  deemed  truly  and  lawfully 

*  fuch,  any  former  Law,   or  Canon,  to  the  con- 

*  trary,  notwithftanding  (/).' 

Amongft  the  Ads  palled  this  Seffion,  not  menti- 
oned in  the  printed  Statutes^  the  following  are  moft 
remarkable  ; 

'  An  Ad  for  taking  the  Benefit  of  the  Clergy 
'  from  certain  felonious  Offenders.'  Other  Ads, 

'  An  A6t  ior  the  Corporation  of  Merchant- Ad- 

*  venturers,  for  the  difcovering  of  new  Trade.' 

*  An  Ad  for  the  Confirmation  of  Letters  Patents 
'  granted  to  the  Merchant- Adventurers  of  the  Citv 

*  oiBrilU: 

'  An  Ad  confirmhg  'he  Queen's  Letters  Patents 
'  conceriiing   the   Making  of  Alum  and  Coperas, 

*  within  her  Realms  and  Dominions.' 

*  An  Ad  for  the  making  Sail  in  the  fame,  l^c^ 

In 

(k)  Father  he  Couraycr,  Canon  of  St.  Genevieve  at  P^r/'j, 
[!)    Statutes  at  large,  An,  Eliz.  Reg.  S.  C.  1. 
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<jueen Elizabeth.     I"  ^^is  Seflion  a  Bill  was  brought  into  the  Houfc 
1566.        of  Lords,  and   read  twice,     '  That  no  Man  kil- 

*  ling  any  Perfonat,  what  is  called  in  the  Journals^ 

*  xu  Pricks,  or  longer  Mark,  fhall  forfeit  his  Goods 

*  or  Chatelb^mJ.'  Which  Bill,  becaufe  it  touched 
the  Qi^ieen's  Prerogative,  it  was  thought  convenient 
to  proceed  in  it  no  farther,  till  her  Majefty's  Plea!u:e 
was  known  therein.     But  we  hear  no  more  of  it. 

Laftly,  an  A61  for  a  free  and  general  Pardon,  as 
was  in  every  Parliament  of  this  Reign,  was  pafled. 

The  Bills  being  all  ready,  after  a  fhort  Ad- 
journmen:,  from  the  30th  of  December y  to  the 
2d  of  January  ;  on  that  Day,  the  Queen 
came,  by  Water,  from  Whitehall^  as  was  her 
uiual  Cu  lom,  and  landed  on  the  Back  -  Side 
of  the  Parliament  ■  Chamber.  '  After  which, 
being  apparel'd  in  her  Parliament  -  Robes,  with 
a  Caul  on  her  Head,  (he  came  forth,  and  proceed- 
ed up  and  took  her  Seat ;  the  Marquefs  oi 'North- 
ampton^ carrying  the  Cap  of  Manitenence,  ftood 
on  her  Rij;hr  Hand,  ana  the  Larl  of  IVejlmorland 
the  Sword  ar  her  Left  Hand,  wirh  the  Heralds  and 
Serjeants  at  Arms  befcre  her  ;  the  (^een's  Mantle 
born  up(  n  either  Side  from  iier  Arms,  by  the  Earl 
of  Lc.cefter^  and  th*:  Lord  Hur.fdon^  who  always 
Hood  (li'li  by  her  for  the  affilting  thereof,  when  {\\^ 
lToO(i  up  ;  her  Train  born  by  the  Lady  Strange ^  af- 
f:fr(d  \iy  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  and  Vice-Cham- 
berlain. At  the  Left  Hand  of  the  Qiieen,  and  South 
Si.e,  kneeled  the  Ladies;  and  behind  the  Queen, 
•at  the  Rail,  llood  the  Lord  Keeper  on  the  Right 
Hand,  the  Loid  Treasurer  on  the  Lett  Hand,  with 
divers  young  Lords  and  Peers  eldtft  Sons. 

"  Lhen  all  being  placed,  Mr.  OjiJIow  the  Speaker 
was  brcu^ht  in,  betvyeen  Sir  Francii  K^aUcs  V'ice- 
Chambtrlain,  and  Sir  Amhrofe  Cave  Chancellor  of 
the  Durcliy  ;  and  alier  Reveience  done,  proceeded 
down  to  ilie  Wall,  and  fiom  thence  c  ime  up  to  the 
Rail,  in  the  Way  making  t.hree  Reverences ;  and 
llanJirj;  there,  made  other  three  like  Reverence^, 
and  then  bc'.ian  \\\<  Oration,  a^  lollovvclh  : 

(m)  We  rum.olc  thiswjS  fnooiing  \va,»  Dj.v  :nj  Ar.a  vv. 
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Mojl  excellent  and  virtuous  Prbicefs,  he.  QivcenE^uabeth. 

WHERE    I  have     been    eleaed    by  the  ^^0  Speaker's 
Knights,  Citizens  and  Burgefles  of  this  Oration   to  the 
your  Nether  Houfe,  to  be  their  Mouth,  or  Speak- Qiieen.  at  the 
er.and  thereunto  appointed  and  allowed  by  Your  t^hSSamen". 
Majefty,  to  fupply  the  fame  Room,    to   the  be- 
wraying of  my  Wants;  efpecially,  that  thereby  I 
fhall  be  forced  utterly  to  difcover  the  Barrennefs  of 
my  Learning  before  this  noble  Aflembly,  which 
not  a  little  grieveth  me,  and  would  gladly  be  ex- 
cufed,  confidering  the  true  Saying,   How  there  is 
no  Difference  between  a  wife  Man  and  a  Fool,  if 
they  may  keep  Silence  ;    which  I  require.     But, 
again,  confidering  your  Majefty's  Clemency,  tak- 
ing in  good  Part  the  Goodwill  of  the    Patty   for 
VVant  of  Ability,  which  putteth  me  in  Remem- 
brance and   good  Hope,   perfuading  me  that  you 
will  not  take  your  faid  Clemeney  from  me,  con- 
trary to  your  Nature. 

'  Again,  when  I  confider  my  Office  as  Speaker, 
it  is  no  great  Matter,  being  but  a  Mouth,  to  utter 
Things  appointed  me  to  fpeak  unto  you,  and  not 
otherwifej  which  confilleth  only  in  fpeaking,  and 
not  in  any  other  Knowledge  ;  whereby  1  gather 
how  it  is  necelfary,  I  fpeak  limply  and  plainly,  ac- 
cording to  the  Truth  and  Truft  repoled  in  me. 
And  thus,  confidering  whofe  Mouth  I  am,  which 
chofe  me  to  fpeak  tor  them,  being  the  Knights, 
Citizens  and  Burgefles,  who  were  not  alfo  by  the 
Commons  chofen  for  their  Eloquence,  but  for 
their  Wifdom  and  Difcretion  ;  by  this  Means, 
being  fit  Men  to  whom  the  Commons  have  com  ■ 
mitted  the  Care  and  Charge  of  themfelves,  Wives 
and  Children,  Lands  and  Goods ;  and  lo  in  their 
Behalf  to  forefee,  and  take  Order  for  all  Things 
neceflary.  Thus  they  being  chofen  by  the  plain 
Commons,  it  is  neceflary  they  e!e6l  a  plain  Speak- 
er, fit  for  the  plain  Matter,  and  therefore  well 
provided  at  firfl;  to  have  fjch  a  one  as  fhould  ufe 
plain  Wordsj  and  not  either  fo  fine  that  they  can- 

*  not 
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not  be  underftood,  or  elfe  io  eloquent,  that  now 
and  then  they  mifs  the  Cufhion. 
'  But  now,  upon  Occafion  of  beholding  your 
Grace  and  this  noble  Aflembly,  I  confider  the 
manifold  and  great  Benefits,  which  God  iuddenly 
haih  fent  unto  this  Country  ;  for,  although  God 
hath  granted  the  Benefit  of  Creation  and  Confer- 
vation,  with  many  other  Commodities,  to  other 
Nations  of  the  World,  yet  this  our  Native  Coun- 
try he  hath  blefied,  not  only  with  the  like,  but 
alfo  with  much  more  Fruitfulnefs  than  any  other ; 
of  which  great  and  ineftimable  Benefit  of  God's 
Preferment,  which  appeareth  better  by  the  Want 
that  others  have  of  the  fame,  I  am  occafioned 
now  to  fpeak,  the  rather  to  move  and  ftir  up  our 
Hearts,  to  give  moft  hearty  Thanks  to  God  for 
the  fame. 

'  Now  to  fpeak  of  Government  by  Succeflion, 
Election,  Religion  or  Policy  ;  firft,  If  the  Body 
fhould  want  a  Head,  it  were  a  great  Monfter ; 
fo  it  is  Ikewife  if  it  have  many  Heads,  as  if  upon 
every  feveral  Member  were  a  Head.  And  to 
fpeak  of  one  Head  ;  althouch  in  the  Hodv  be  feve- 
ral Members,  which  be  made  of  Flefh,  Bones,  Si- 
news and  Joints,  yet  the  one  Head  thereof  govcrn- 
eth  wifely  the  fame ;  which  if  it  fliould  want, 
we  fhould  be  worfe  th^n  wild  Beafts,  without  a 
Shepherd,  and  fo  worthily  be  called  a  monftrous 
Beaft. 

'  Ag-iin,  If  the  Pody  fhould  be  governed  by 
many  Heads,  then  the  fame  would  foon  come  to 
Deftrudion,  byrcafonoflhe  Controverfy  amongft 
them,  who  would  never  agree,  but  be  deftroyed 
without  any  Foreign  Invafion ;  therefore  God 
feeih  it  is  needful  that  the  People  have  a  King, 
and  therefore  a  King  is  granted  them ;  and  lo 
therefore  the  bell  Government  is  to  be  ruled  bv 
one  Kin^i,  and  not  many,  who  may  maintain  and 
cherifh  the  Good  and  Godly,  and  punifli  the  Un- 
godly and  Oftlndcrs. 

*  As  for  Government  by  Ele6^ion,  in  that  is 
great  Variance,  particularly,  Strifes  and  Part-tak- 

*  ing». 
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ings.     As  for  Examples,  amongfl:  the    reft,  take  Q^gg^  ^li^^^g^j^^ 
out  one,  which  is  called  the  Molt  Holy,  as  that       1566. 
of  the  Pope  ;  and  weigh  how  holily  and   quietly 
it  is  done,  called  indeed  holy  and  quiet,  but  utter- 
ly unholy  and  unquiet,  with  great  Part-takings 
and  Strifes. 

*  Now  touching  Religion.  To  fee  the  Divine 
Providence  of  God,  how  that  many  Nations  be 
governed  by  one  Prince ;  which  were  impoflible, 
but  that  God  ordereth  it  fo,  by  whom  the  Or- 
der of  Regimen  is  appointed,  and  that  in  his 
Scriptures  ;  wherefore  the  Subjects  ought  to  obey 
the  fame,  yea  although  they  were  evil,  and  much 
more  thole  that  be  good.  So  God  hath  here  ap- 
pointed us  not  a  Heathen,  or  unbelieving  Prince, 
as  he  might,  but  a  faithful,  and  one  of  his  own 
Children,  to  govern  us  his  Children :  In  which 
Government  the  Prince  ferveth  God  two  Ways ; 
as  a  Man,  and  as  a  King.  In  that  he  is  a  Man, 
he  ought  to  live  and  ferve  God,  as  one  of  his 
good  Creatures  ;  and  that  he  is  a  King,  and  fo 
God's  fpecial  Creature,  he  ought  to  make  Laws 
whereby  God  may  be  truly  worfliipped,  and  that 
his  Subjeds  might  do  no  Injury  one  to  another, 
and  efpecially  to  make  Quietnefs  amongft  the 
Minifters  of  the  Church  ;  to  extinguifh  and  put 
away  all  hurtful  and  unprofitable  Ceremonies,  in 
any  Cafe  contrary  to  God's  Word  :  In  which 
Point,  we  have,  in  your  Majefty's  Behalf,  great 
Thanks  to  give  unto  God,  in  letting  forth  unto  us 
the  Liberty  of  God's  Word,  whereof  before  we 
were  bereaved,  and  that  you  have  reformed  the 
State  of  the  corrupt  Church,  now  drawing  Souls 
out  of  dangerous  Errors,  which  afore  by  that 
Corruption  they  were  led  and  brought  unto. 
'  And  concerning  Policy,  God  hath  committed 
to  your  Highnels  two  Swords  ;  the  one  of  which 
may  be  called  the  Sword  of  War,  to  punifli  out- 
ward Enemies  withal  ;  and  the  other  the  Sword 
of  Juftice,  to  correal  offending  Subjeds..  In 
which  Pointof  Policy,  YourMajefty  is  not  behind 
your  Progenitors }  for  although,  at  your  Entrance, 

'  you 
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you  found  this  Realm  in  War,  and  ungarnifiied 
with  Munition,  and  that  with  fuch  Store  as  never 
was  before  ;  yet  you  have  diflodged  our  antient 
Enemies  which  were  planted  and  placed  even 
upon  the  Walls  of  this  Realm.  And  concerning 
Policy  in  Laws,  as  Bones,  Sinews  and  Joints  be 
the  Force  oi  a  natural  Body,  fo  are  good  Laws 
the  Strength  of  a  Commonwealth  :  And  your 
Laws  be  confiding  of  two  Points,  the  Common 
Laws,  and  the  Statutes. 

'  And  for  the  Common  Law,  it  is  fo  grounded  on 
God's  LawsandNature's,  that  three  feveral  Nati- 
ons governing  here  have  all  allowed  the   fame  ; 
which  is  not  inferior,  but  rather  fuperior,  and  more 
indifferent  than  any  other  Law.     For,  by  cur 
Common  Law,  although  there  be  for  the  Prince 
provided  many  Princely  Prerogatives  and  Royal- 
ties ;  yet  it  is  not  fuch,  as  the  Prince  can   take. 
Money,  or  other  Things,  or  do  as  he  will,  at  his 
own  Pleafure,   without  Order  :    But  quietly  to 
fuffer  his  Subjeds  to  enjoy  their  own,  without 
wrongful  OpprelTion,  wherein  other   Princes  by 
ih?ir  Liberty  do  take  as  pleafeth  them. 
*  Ar'iflotle  faith,  That  the  Life  of  the  Prince  is 
the  Maintenance  of  the  Laws,  and  that  it  is  better 
to  be  governed  by  a  good  Prince,  than  by  good 
Laws ;  and  fo  your  Majefty,  as  a  good  Prince, 
is  not  given  to  Tyranny,  contrary  to  your  Laws  ; 
but  have  and  do  pardon  divers   of  your  Subjects 
offending  againft  the  Laws.     As   now  for  Ex- 
ample of  your  fpecial  Grace,  you  have  granted  a 
general  Pardon,  either  without  our  Seeking,    or 
Looking  for ;  whereby  it  is  the  better  welcom. 
Again,  Your  Majelly  hath  not  attempted  to  make 
Laws  contrary  to  Order,   but  orderly  have  called 
this  Parli.imcnt,  who   perceived  certain  Wants, 
and  tliereunto  have  put  their  helping  Hand.     And 
for  Help  of  evil  Manner?,  good  Laws  are  brought 
forth  ;  of  the  which  we  befeech  your  Excellent 
M;?)e(^y,    fo   many  as  you  fhall  allow,  to  infpire 
wuii  Ihc  Breath  o»  vourMaicfty's  Power  j  where- 

'  b/ 
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whereby  they  may  be  quickened,which  now  want  Queen  E!i«abeth4 

*  Life,  and  fo  be  made  Laws.  J566, 
*  Furthermore  concerning  Payments  to  be  made 

*  to  the  Prince,  it  is  as  to  deliver  the  fame  to  God's 
'  Minifters,  who  are  appointed  always  for  our  De- 

*  fence ;  wherefore  your  humble  Subjedts   do  offer 

*  a  Subfidy,  to  be  put  into  your  Majefty's  Treafure  ; 

*  which,  although  it  be  but  as  a  Mite, or  a  Farthing, 

*  yet  is  the  good  Will  of  them  to  be  reputed  as  the 
'  poor  Widow's  was  in  the  Gofpel ;  wherein  I  mufl 
'  not  omit  to  do  that  which  never  Speaker  did  be- 

*  fore  viz.  to  defire  your  Majefty  not  to  regard  this 
'  fimple  Offer  of  ours,  but  therein  to  accept  out 
'  good  Will,  wherein  your  Highnels  hath  prevented 
'  me  in  taking  in  the  bed  Part  our  good  Will  ;  and 

*  required  us  to  retain  in  our  Hands  Part  of  our 
'  Gift,  and  accounting  it  to  be  in  our  Purfes  as  in 
'  your  own;  andfo  is  our  Duty,  befides  the  Policy 

*  thereof,  it  being  for  our  own  Defence  :  And  alfo 
'  Honefty,  for  that  we  have  received  many  Bene- 
'  fits  by  your  Majefty ;  for  he   that  doth  a  good 

*  Turn,  deferveth  the  Praife,  and  not  he  which  af- 

*  terwards  goeth  about  to  reward,  or  doth   reward 

*  the  fame.  Alfo  giving  moft  hearty  Thanks  to 
'  God,  for  that  your  Highnefs  hath  fignified  your 

*  Pleafure  of  your  Inclination  to  Marriage  ;  which 
'  afore  you  were  not  given  unto,  which  is  done  for 

*  our  Safeguard  ;  that  when  God  fliall  call  you,  you 

*  fhall  leave  of  your  own  Body  to  fucceed  you, 
'  which  was  the  greateft  Promife  that  God  made 

*  to  Davidy  and  the  greateft  Requeft  that  Abraham 
'  defired  of  God,  when  God  promifed  him  exceed- 

*  ing  great  Reward  :    Who  faid.  Lord,  ivhat  wilt 

*  thou  give  me,  when  I  go  childlejl,  and  he  that  is  the 

*  Steiuard  of  mine  Houfe,  is  mine  Heir  ?  Therefore 
'  God  grant  us,  that,  as  your  Majefty  hath  defen- 
'  ded  the  Faith  of  Abraham^  you  may  have  the  like 
'  Defire  of  lilue  with  you.  And  for  that  Purpofe, 
'  that  you  would  {hortly  embrace  the  holy  State  of 

*  Matrimony,  to  have  one,  when  and  with  whom 

*  God  fhall  appoint,  and  beft  like  your  Majefty  ;  and 
?  fo  the  Ilfue  of  your  own  Body,  by  your  Example, 

F  *  rule 
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rule  over  our  Pofterity  ;  and  that  we  may  ob- 
tain this,  let  U5  give  our  moft  humble  Thanks  to 
God  for  his  manifold  Benefits  bellowed  upon  u?. 
And  pi  ay  for  the  Reign  of  your  Majefty's  Iflue, 
after  your  long-defired  Government.* 


The  L,ord  Keep- 
er'i  Anfwcr. 


Then  the  Lord  Keeper  (after  the  Queen  had  cal- 
led him,  and  told  him  her  Mindj  anfwered  to  Mr. 
Speaker,  and  faid, 

Mr.  Speaker^ 

TH  E  Qiieen  hath  heard  and  underftood  your 
wife  and  eloquent  Oration,  v;hereby  prin- 
cipally I  gather  four  Things  ;  Firft,  difabling 
yourfelf.  Secondly,  concerning  Governance. 
The  Third,  touching  the  Subfidy.  And,  laftly, 
in  giving  Thanks  ;  which  alfo  was  intermingled 
very  wifely  in  all  Parts  of  your  Oration. 

*  And  for  the  firft.  In  difabling  yourfelf,  you  have 
therein  conirarHy  bewrayed  your  own  Ablenefs. 

'  For  the  Second,  concerning  Governance,  as 
well  by  Succeffion  as  Eledtion,  of  Religion  and 
Policy,  in  which  Difcourfe  you  have  deah  well, 
I  therefore  leave  it,  and  mean  to  fpeak  only  a  few 
Words,  as  to  your  laft  Word,  Policy. 

*  Politick  Orders  be  Rules  of  all  good  Ads,  and 
touching  ihofe  that  you  have  made  to  the  Over- 
throwing of  good  Lav.  s,  they  deferve  Reproof  as 
well  as  the  others  deferve  Praife  ;  in  which  like 
Cafe  you  err,  in  bringing  her  Majefty's  Preroga- 
tive in  Queftion,  and  for  that  Thing,  wherein 
fhe  meant  not  to  hurt  any  of  your  Libtrties.  And 
again,  tfie  Grant  of  her  Letters  Patents  in  Quefti- 
on is  not  a  litile  Marvel,  for  that  therein  you  find 
fault  ;  which  is  now  no  new-deviled  Thing,  but 
fuch  Tisafore  this  Time  hath  been  ufed  and  put  in 
Pradlice  ;  bowbeit,  her  Majefty's  Nature  is  mild 
and  full  of  Clemency  ;  (o  that  Ihc  is  loth  herein 
tobeauftere;  and  therefore,  though  at  this  Time 
fhe  fuffer  you  all  to  depart  quietly  unto  your 
Countries  for  your  Amendment,  yet  as  it  is  need- 

•  ful. 
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ful,    fo  fhe  hopeth  that  the  Offenders  will  here-  Queen  Eiizabe*. 
after  ufe  themfelves  well.  1566^ 

*  Again,  touching  the  good  Laws,  which  you 
have  taken  great  Pains  in  making  ;  if  they  be  not 
executed,  they  be  not  only  as  Rods  without 
Hands  to  execute  them,  or  as  Torches  without 
Light,  but  alio  breed  great  Contempt :  There- 
fore look  well  to  the  Execution  i  for,  if  it  be  not 
done,  the  Fault  is  in  fome  of  us,  which  (he  put- 
teth  orderly  in  Truft  to  fee  it  done. 

*  For  the  third  Point,  concerning  the  Prefent- 
ment  of  the  Subfidy,  her  Majefty  biddeth  me  fay. 
That  when  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal 
granted  it  unto  her,  fo  ftie  trufteth  you  will  be  as 
careful  in  gathering  of  it  ;  which  I,  and  others  be 
Witnefs,  how  very  unwilling  and  loth  {he  was  to 
take,  but  to  avoid  further  Inconvenience. 

'  And  laftly,  concerning  Knowledge  of  Benefits^ 
and  giving  of  Thanks,  which  you  have  well  de- 
clared be  many,  yet  one  in  Comparifon  above  all, 
yea,  a  Fruit  above  all  other,  and  whereby  you 
may  enjoy  all  the  other,  which  is  her  Marriage  ; 
whereof  Ihe  hath  put  you  in  good  Hope. 

*  Further,  I  have  to  put  you  in  Remembrance  of 
three  Things ;  the  firft  is,  that  where  now  you 
acknowledge  Benefits,  and  as  you  have  Caufe  to 
give  Thanks  ;  fo  fecondly,  that  you  be  not  un- 
mindful hereafter  to  do  the  like;  and  thirdly,  that 
in  all  your  Doings  hereafter,  you  (how  your- 
felves,  that  all  thefe  Benefits  be  had  in  Remem- 
brance, and  not  forgotten  ;  for  that  it  fhould  be 
a  Thing  againft  Reafon  in  human  Creatures  ;  e- 
fpecially  therefore  now  it  behoveth  you  ail,  as  you 
have  acknowledged  Benefits,  and  for  them  given 
Thanks  m  thefirlt  Point,  fo  that  you  fee  the  o- 
ther  two  obferved.  And  then  her  Majefty  will 
not  fail  like  wife  thankfully  to  accept  the  fame.* 

Then  the  Queen  ftanding  up,  faid  f^fter  fhe  had 
given  her  Royal  Affent  unco  nineteen  publick  Ads, 
and  thirteen  private} 

F  2  p^ 
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<jueen  Elizabeth.     My  I^ords,  and  others  the  Commons  of  this  Ai- 
'5^-  fembly, 

JLthough  the  Lord  Keeper  hath^  according  to  Or- 
•*'*     der,  very  tuell  aufwered  in  my  Name,  yet  as  a 
Periphrafis  I  have  a  few  Words  further,  tofpeak  un- 
to you  :  Notwithjianding  I  have  not  been  ufed^  nor  love 
The  Quefn's    /^  ^^  ^f  :„  r^^^  ^^^„  Afjmhlles  \  yet  now,  not  to  the 

Spcrchtoboth       r    J  .  i  j.-    cr  ^t     i  i    ■         ? 

Hjufei.  •^'^"  '"  amend  his  iaik,  but  remembrmg  that  common- 

ly Princes  own  IVords  be  better  printed  in  the  Hearers 
Memory^  than  thofe  fpohen  by  their  Command  ;  /  mean 
to  fay  thus  much  unto  you.  I  have  in  this  Afjembly 
found fo  much  Diffimulation,  where  I  always  profefj'ed 
Plainnefs,  that  I  marvel  thereat ;  yea  two  Faces  under 
one  Hood,  and  the  Body  rotten,  being  covered  ivith  twt 
Vizors,  SucceJJion  and  Liberty.,  which  they  determined 
mufl  he  either  prejently  granted,  denied  or  deferred. 
Jn  gi  anting  whereof,  they  had  their  Defires,  and  de- 
nying or  deferring  thereof  (thofe  Things  being  fo  plaud- 
able,  as  indeed  to  all  Men  they  are)  they  thought  to 
zvork  me  that  Mijthief  U'hich  never  Foreign  Enemy 
{ould  bring  topafs,  which  is  the  Hatred  of  my  Commons, 
But,  alas  !  they  began  to  pierce  the  Vefjel  before  the 
lyine  was  fined,  and  began  a  Thing  uot  fore  feeing  the 
End,  bow  by  this  Means  1  have  feen  my  IVelkvillers 
from  nine  Enemies,  and  can,  as  me  feemeth,  very 
well  divide  the  Houfe  into  four. 

Firjl,  the  Broachers  and  IVorkers  thereof,  ivho  are 
in  the  greatefl  Fault.  Secondly^  the  Speakers,  zuho,  by 
eloquent  Tales,  perfaaded  others,  are  in  the  next  De- 
gree. Thirdly  y  the  Agrcers,  zvho  being  fo  light  of  Cre- 
dit, that  the  Elopience  of  the  Tales  jo  overcame  them, 
that  they  gave  more  Credit  thereunto,  than  unto  their 
ci'jn  JViti.  And  lijV.y,  thofe  that  Jat  fliil  mute,  and 
meddled  not  thereiaih,  but  rather  ivondered,  dijalloiv- 
ing  the  Ali^ttcr ;  u7;;,  in  my  Opinion,  are  niojl  to  he 
excu/ed. 

But,  do  you  think,  that  either  I  am  unmindful  of 
your  Surety  by  Suidjfion,  zvherein  is  all  my  Care,  con- 
fuiiring  I  knoiv  myjclfto  be  mortal  P  No,  I  warra  nt 
yoif.  Or  that  I  went  about  to  Ireak  your  Lilertiei  ? 
No,  it  was  never  in  my  Aleanivg,  but  to  flay  you  before 
you  fill  into  the  Dit(l\     For  all  Things  have  their 

Timt. 
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Time*  Jnd  although ^  perhaps^  you  may  have,  after  q^^^^^  Eiizabjth4 
me-i  one  better  learned^  or  wifer  ;  yet  J  ajjure  you,  1566. 
none  more  careful  over  you :  And  therefore,  hence- 
forth, whether  Hive  to  fee  the  like  Afjemhly  or  no,  or 
however  it  be,  yet  beware,  however,  you  prove  your 
Princes  Patience,  as  you  have  noiv  done  mine.  And^ 
now  to  conclude,  all  this  notwithjianding  {not  meaning 
to  make  aLent  of  Chrifimas)  themojl  Part  of  you  may 
ajfure  yourfelvesy  that  you  depart  in  your  Princes  Grace. 

This  Speech  being  ended,  the  Lord  Keeper,  by  The  Parliament 
her  Majefty's  Cbmmand,  diffolved  this  Parliament/'^°''"^' 

We  fhall  not  defcant  on  the  Manner  this  Mag- 
nanimous Queen  treated  her  Parliaments  ;  more  In- 
ftances  of  which  will  appear  in  the  Sequel.     But, 
we  have  now  a  fpace  of  Five  Years  before  we  meet 
■with  another  ;  during  which  Time,  the  unfortunate 
Queen  of  Scots  had  been  driven  out  of  her  Kingdom, 
by  her  Rebellious  Subjefts,  and  forced  to  feek  Pro- 
tedlion     from   her    near    Kinfwoman   and  Sifter 
Queen,  Elizabeth.  In  this  Interval,  alfo,  a  dangerous  a  Rebellion  In 
Infurredion,  or  Rebellion,  had  happened  in  the  North  *^^  North. 
of  England ;  headed  by  the  Earls  of  Northumber- 
land and  Weftmoreland.     It   grew  to  fome  Height 
in  a  very  fmall  Time ;  but  was  foon  lupprefled  by 
the  Earl  of  Suffex,\v\\o  the  Queen  fent  againft  them. 
The  two  Earls    and  the  Chief  of  their  Followers 
were  firft  convidled  of  High  Treafon,  and  outlawed, 
and  afterwards  attainted  by  Parliament.     Northum- 
berland |oft  his  Head  on  a  Scaffold  at  Tork,  Weflmor- 
land  died,  a  banifhed  Man  abroad  ;  and  many  Exe- 
cutions wereaded  on  the  reft,  in  different  Parts  of 

the  Kingdom.  ^    Parliament 

Thoie  Infurredlions  happened  in  the  Years  15  69  called,  after  an 
and  1570  ;  and  the  next  Year,  a  Parliament  was ^p^^^JJ^^^^^'^Jj! 
c;illed  to  meet  at  Wejlminjier,  on  the  2d  Day  of  A-  mkftc'rf  Anno 
pril,  in  the  thirteenth  of  this  Reign.  Regni  13,  is?^* 

I'he  initial  Ceremonies  and  Speeches  of  this  Parli- 
ament are  wholly  omitted  in  both  the  Journals ; 
but  Sir  Simo7tds  D'Ewes  hath  fupplied  tiiem  from  a 
Manufcript- Journal,  then  in  his  PoflcfTion,  and  taken 
by  ibme  Member  of  rhe  Houfe  of  Commons  in  that 
F  3  Par- 
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Queen  Elizabeth.  Parliament.  Weare  perfuadedtheReaderwillexcufc 
1571.  the  Formality,  if  we  give  it,  at  length,  in  his  own 
Words.  The  Proceflion  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  is 
fomewhat  extraordinary,  and  carries  more  Pomp 
and  Ceremony  with  it  than  thofe  of  the  prefent 
Times. 

*  On  Monday  the  2d  Day  of  April,  the  Parlia- 
ment beginning,  (according  to  the  Writs  of  Sum- 
mons fen  t  foith^  her  Majefty,  about  eleven  of  the 
Clock,  came  towards  JVeJlminjIer,  in  the  ancient 
accuftomed  mod  honourable  Paflage,  having  firft 
ridmg  before  her  the  Gentlemen  fworn  to  attend  her 
Perfon,  the  Batchelors  Knights,  after  them  the 
Knights  of  the  Bath^  then  the  Barons  of  the  Exche- 
quer, and  Judges  of  either  Bench,  M'ith  the  Maftcr 
of  the  Rolls,  her  Majefty's  Attorney- General,  and 
Sollicitor-General  j  after  whom  followed  in  Or- 
der, the  Bifhops,  and  after  them  the  Earls,  then  the 
Archbifiiop  of  Canterbury. 

'  The  Hat  of  Maintenance  was  carried  by  the 
Marquefs  of  Northampton^  and  the  Sword  by  the 
Earl  oiSvJfex.  The  Place  of  the  Lord  Steward,  for 
that  Day,  was  fupplied  by  the  Lord  Clinton,  Lord 
Admiral  oi  England  ;  the  Lord  Great  Chamberlain 
was  the  Earl  of  Oxford.  And  the  Earl  Marfhal, 
by  Deputation  from  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  was  the. 
Earl  of  Worcejier, 

*  Her  Majefty  fat  in  her  Coach,  in  her  Imperial 
Robes,  and  a  Wreath  or  Coronet  of  Gold,  fet  with 
rich  Pearls  and  Stones,  over  her  Head  ;  her  Coach 
drawn  by  two  Palfrics,  covered  with  Crimfon 
Velvet,  drawn  cut,  imbofied  and  imbroidercd  very 
richly.  Next  after  her  Chariot  followed  the  Earl  of 
Leicefler,  in  refpeil  of  his  Office  of  the  M.'fter  of  the 
Horfe,  leading  her  Majefty's  Spare  Horfe.  And 
then  forty-feven  Ladies  and  Women  of  Honour  ; 
the  Gu;'.id  in  il'.eir  rich  Coats  going  on  every  Side  of 
them ;  the  Trumpeters  before  the  firft,  founding  ; 
and  the  Heralds  riding,  and  keeping  the'r  Rooms  ^nd 
Places  orderly.  \x\  JVe/twinJier  Churt  h  the  B'fhf^p 
of  L//if<7/«  pre.iched  before  her  Majefty,  v.  hcfc  Ser- 
jupn  being  done,  her  Majefty  came  from  the  Churcn, 

ihf 
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the  Lords  all  on  Foot,  in  Order  as  afore  ;  and  overQli«nE''zabeth* 
her  Head  a  rich  Canopy  was  carried  all  the  Way.        '^^i. 
She  being  entered  into  the  Upper  Houfe  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  there  fat  in  princely  and  feemly  Sort,  un- 
der a  high  and  rich  Cloth  of  Eftate  ;  her  Robe  was 
fupporied  by  the  Earl  of  Oxford^  the  Earl  of  Sujjex 
kneeling,  holding  the  Sword  on  the  left  Hand,  and 
the  Earl  of  Huntingdon  holding  the  Hat  of  Eftate, 
and  the  Lords  all  in  their   Places  on  each  Side  of  the 
Chamber  ;  that  is  to  fay.  The  Lords  Spiritual  on  the 
Right  Hand,  and  the  Lords  Temporal  on  the  Left. 
The  Judges  and  her  learned  Council,  being  at  the 
Woolfacks  in  the  Midft  of  the  Chamber,  and  at  her 
Highnefs's  Feet,  at  each  Side  of  her  kneeling  one  of 
the  Grooms,  or  Gentlemen  of  the  Chamber,  their 
Faces  towards  her ;  the  Knights,  Citizens  and  Bur- 
gefles  all  Handing  below  the  Bar,  her  Majcfty  then 
ftood  up   in  her  Regal   Seat,  and  with  a  princely 
Grace  and  (ingulargood  Countenance,  after  a  long 
Stay,  fpake  a  few  words  to  this  Eife(5t  ; 

*  My  right  loving  Lords,  and  you  our  right  faith- 

ful and  obedient  Subjeds, 
T/TTE  in  the  Name  ofGody  for  his  Service^  and  for    . 
yf"      the  Safety  of  this  State,  are  now  here  afjem  I.'e^d^ToU 
bled,   to  his  Glory,  1  hope,  and  pray  that  it  may  be  to  ing    the  Parlia- 
your  Comfort,  and  the  common  ^iet  of  our  ^  yours,  and  '"^"'^• 
all  ours  for  ever. 

*  And  then  looking  on  the  Right  Side  of  her, 
towards  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon,  Knight,  Lord  Keeper 
of  the  Great  Seal  oi  England,  (landing  a  little  befide 
the  Cloth  of  Eftate,  and  fomewhat  back  and  lower 
from  the  fame,  (he  willed  him  to  fliev/  the  Caufeof 
the  Parliament,  who  thereupon  fpake  as  folio weth  : 


'  ^Tp  H  E  Queen's  Moft  Excellent  Majefty,  our 
'     X       moft  dread  and  gracious  Sovereign,  hath 


The    Lori 
Keeper's, 

*  commanded  me  to  declare  unto  you,  the  Caufes 
'  of  your  calling  and  aflembling  at  this  Time,  which 

•  I  mean  to  do  as  briefly  as  I  can,  led  thereunto  as 
'  one  very  loth  to  be  tedious  to  her  Majefty,  and  alfo 

'be- 
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becaufe  to  wife  Men,  and  well-difpofed  (as  1  judge 
you  be)  a  few  Words  do  fuffice.  The  Caufes  be 
chiefly  two,  the  one  to  eftablifti  or  diflblveLaws, 
as  belt  (hall  ferve  for  the  Governance  of  the 
Realm.  The  other,  fo  to  confider  of  the  Crown 
and  State,  as  it  may  be  beft  preferved  in  Time  of 
Peace,  and  beft  defended  in  the  Time  of  War, 
according  to  the  Honour  due  unto  it.  And  be- 
caufe in  all  Councils  and  Conferences,  firft  and 
chiefly  there  (hould  be  fought  the  Advancement  of 
God's  Honour  and  Glory,  as  the  fure  and  infal- 
lible Foundation,  whereupon  the  Policy  of  every 
good  publick  Weal  is  to  be  eredted  and  built ;  and 
as  the  ftreight  Line,  whereby  it  is  principally  to  be 
directed  and  governed,  and  as  the  chief  Pillar  and 
Buttrefs,  wherewith  it  is  continually  to  be  fuftain- 
ed  and  maintained ;  therefore,  for  the  well-per- 
forming of  the  former  touching  Laws,  you  are  to 
confider,  firft,  Whether  the  tcclefiaftical  Laws 
concerning  the  Difcipline  of  the  Church,  be  fuf- 
flcient  or  no  ?  and  if  any  Want  fhall  be  found, 
to  fupply  the  fame  \  and  thereof  the  greateft  Care 
ought  to  depend  upon  my  Lords  the  Bifliops,  to 
whom  the  Execution  thereof  efpecially  pertains, 
and  to  whom  the  Imperfedions  of  the  fame  be 
beft  known. 

'  And  as  to  the  Temporal  Laws,  you  are  to  ex- 
amine, whether  any  of  them,  already  made,  be 
too  fharp  or  too  fore,  or  over  burthenous  to  the 
Subjed  j  or  whether  any  of  them  be  too  loofe  or 
too  foft,  and  fo  over  perillous  to  the  State.  For 
like  as  the  former  may  put  in  Danger  many  an 
Innocent,  without  Caufe,  particularly  ;  fo  the  fc-' 
cond  may  put  in  Peril  both  the  Nocent  and  In- 
nocent, and  the  whole  State  univerfally.  You 
arealfo  to  examine  the  Want  and  Superfluity  of 
Laws :  You  are  to  look  whether  there  be  too  ma- 
ny Laws  for  any  Thing,  which  breedeih  fo  many 
Doubts,  that  the  Subject  fometimes  is  to  feek  how 
to  obferve  them,  and  the  Councellor  how  to  give 
Advi<;e  concerning  them. 

<Now 
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*  Now  the  fecond,  which  concerns  a  fufRcient  Pro-  Queen  Elizabeth, 
vifion  for  the  Crown  and  State  ;  herein  you  are  1571- 
to  call  to  Remembrance  how  the  Crown  of  this 
Realm  hath  been  many  Ways  charged  extraordi- 
narily of  late  ;  not  poflibly  to  be  born  by  the  ordi- 
nary Revenues  of  the  fame,  and  therefore  of  Ne- 
ceQity  to  be  relieved  otherwifeas  heretofore  it  hath 
commonly  and  necefTarily  been.  For,  like  as  the 
ordinary  Charge  hath  been  always  born  by  ordi- 
nary Revenues,  fo  the  extraordinary  Charge  hath 
always  been  fuftained  by  an  extraordinary  Relief. 
This  to  thofe  that  be  of  Underftanding  is  known, 
not  only  to  be  proper  to  Kingdoms  and  Empires, 
but  alfo  is,  hath  been,  and  ever  will  be,  a  neceilary 
Peculiar  partaining  to  all  Commonwealths,  and 
private  States  of  Men  •,  from  the  higheft  to  the 
loweft  i  the  Rules  of  Reafon  hath  ordained  it  fo  to 
be. 

'  But,  here  I  reft  greatly   perplexed,  whether  I 
ought  to  open  and  remember  unto  you,  fuch  Rea- 
fons   as  may  be  ealily  produced,  to  move  you 
thankfully  and  readily  to  grant  this  extraordinary 
Relief  or  no  :  I  know  the  Queen's  Majefly  con- 
ceiveth  fo  great  Hope  of  your  prudent  Forefeeing 
what  is  to  be  done,  and  of  your  good  Wills  and 
Readinefs  to  perform  that,  which  by  Prudence  you 
forefee,  that  few  or  no  Periuafions  at  all  are  need- 
ful for  the  bringing  this  to  pafs.      Neverthelefs, 
becaufe  by  the  antient  Order  heretofore  ufed,  it  is 
my  Office  and  Duty  fomewhat  to  fay  in  this 
Cafe,  and  likewife  all  Men  alfo  that  be  prefent, 
neither  underftand  alike,   nor  remember  alike  : 
Therefore  I  mean,  with  your  Favour  and  Pati- 
ence, to  trouble  you  with  a  few  Words,  touching 
this  Point.     True  it  is,  that  there  be  two  Things 
that  ought  vehemently  to  move  us,  frankly,  boun- 
tifully, and  readily  to  deal  in  this  Matter.     The 
former  is  the  great  Benefits  that  we  have  receiv- 
ed :  The  fecond  is  the  Neceffity  of  the  Caufe.     If 
we  fliould  forget  the  former,  we  are  to  be  char- 
<  ged  as  moll  ungrate  and  unthankful ;  and  theFor- 
f  getfulnefs  pf  the  fecond  dpth  charge  us,  as  un- 

*  careful 
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careful  of  our  own  Livings  and  Liberties,  and  of , 
our  Lives  ;  the  former  moveth  by  Reafon,  and 
the   fecond  urgeth  by  Neceflity.     And  here,  to 
begin  with  the  former,  albeit  that  the  Benefits  that 
the  Realm  hath  received  by  God's  Grace,  and  the 
Queen's  Majefty's  Goodnefs,  both  for  the  Num- 
ber and  Greatnefs,  are  fuch  as  may  be  more  eafily 
marvelled  at,  than  worthily  weighed  and  confider- 
ed  :  Yet   mean  I  to   remember  briefly  three  of 
them,  whereof  the  firft  and  chief  is  reftoring  and 
felting  at  Liberty  God's  holy  Word  amongft  us  j , 
the  greateft  and  moft  precious  Treafure  that  can 
be  in  this  World  :  For  that  either  doih,  orfhould 
benefit  us  in  the  beft  Degree  ,  to  wit,  our  Minds, 
andSouIs;;  and  look  how  much  our  Souls  excel  our 
Bodies,  fo  much  muft  needs  the  Benefits  of  our 
Souls  excel  the  Benefits  of  our  Bodies ;  whereby 
alfo,  as  by  a  neceilary  Confiqucnt,  wearedeliver' 
ed,  and  ma.e  free  from  the  Bondage  of  the  Ro-^ 
man  Tyranny  ;   therefore  this  is  to  be  thought  , 
of  us  the  moft  principal  Benefit* 
'  The  Jecond  is  the  ineftimaWe  Benefit  of  Peace 
during   the  Time  of  ten  whole  Years  together, 
and  more  ;  and    what  is  Peace  ?    Is  it  not  ihe 
richeft  and  moft  wilhed  for  Ornament  that  pertains 
to  any  publick  Weal  ?     Is  not  Peace  the  Mark 
and  End  that  all  good  Governments  direct  their 
Anions  unto  ?     Nay,  i5  there  any  Benefit,  be  it 
never  fo  great,  that  a  Man  may   take  the  whole 
Commodity  of,  without  the  Benefit  of  Peace  ? 
Is  there  any  fo  little  Commodity,    but  through 
Peace  a  Man  may  have  the  full  Fruition  of  it  ? 
By  this  we  generally  and  joyfully  pofiefs  all ;  and 
without  this  generally  and  joyfully  wc  pollers  m^ 
thing.     A  Man  that  would  Efficiently  confidrr  a! i 
the  Commodities  of  Peace,  ought  to  call  to  Re- 
membrance all  the  MiCeries  of  War  ;  for  in  Rea- 
fon it  feems  as  great  a  Benefit  in  being  delivered  of 
the  one,  as  in  the  poflcfling  of  the  other.     Yet  if  ' 
there  were  nothing,  the  common  and  lamentable 
Calamities  and  Miferies  of  our  Neighbours  round 
gbiiUt  us,  for  Want  of  Peace,  may  give  us  to  uA- 

'  dcr- 
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'  derftand  what  Blefiednefs  we  be  in  that  poflefs  it.  Queen  Elizabetli, 

*  There   be  that  never   acknowledge  Benefits   to       '57»' 

*  their  Value,  whilft  they  poflefs  them,  but  when 
'  they  are  taken  from  them,  and  fo  find  their  Want ; 

*  Marry,  fuch  be  not  worthy  of  them.  Now  is  it 
'  poffible,  trow  you,  that  this  blefled  Benefit  of 
'  Peace  could  have  been  from  Time  to  Time  thus 

*  long  conlerved  and  conferred  upon  us,  had   not 

*  the  Mind,  AfFedion  and  Love,  that  our  Sovereign 
'  bears  towards  us  her  Subjeds,  bred  fuch  Care  over 

*  us  in  her  Breaft,  as  for  the  well-bringing  of  this 

*  to  pafs,  (he  hath  forborn  no  Care  of  Mind,  no 
'  Travel  of  Body,  nor  Expence  of  her  Treafure, 
'  nor  Sale   of  her  Lands  j   no  Adventuring  of  her 

*  Credit,  either  at  Home  or  Abroad  ?  a  plain  and 
'  manifeft  Argument,  how  dear  and  precious  the 
'  Safely  and  Quiet  of  us  her  Subjeds  be  to  her  Ma- 

*  jefty.  And  can  there  be  a  greater  Perfuafion  to 
'  move  us  to  our  Power  to  tender  the  like  ? 

'  The  third   is  the  great  Benefit  of  Clemency 

*  and  Mercy.     I  pray  you,  hath  it  been  fcen  or  read, 

*  that  any  Prince  of  this  Realm,  during  whole  ten 
'  Years   Reign,  and  more,  hath   had   his  Hands  ib 

*  clean   from   Blood?     If  no  Oifence   were,  her 

*  Majefty's  VVifdom  in  Governing  was  the  more  to 
'  be  wondered  at  j  and  if  Offences  were,  then  her 
'  Majefty's  Clemency  and  Mtrcy  the  more  to  be 

*  commended.  Mifericordia  ejus  fuper  omnia  opera 
'  ejus.     Belides,  like  as  it  hath  pleafed  God    ten 

*  Years  and  more,  by  the  Mmiilry  of  ourfaid  So- 
'  vereign,  to  blcfs  this  Realm  with  thofe  two  inefti- 

*  mable  Be  i.^ fits  of  Peace  and  Clemency,  fo  there  is 
<  no  Caufe  but  the  fame  might  by   God's  Grace 

*  have  continued  twenty  Years  longer,  without 
'  Intermiffion,  had  not  the  raging  Romanift  Rebels 

*  entertained  the  Matter.    And  here  it  is  to  be  noted, 

*  that  this  mcrtiful  and  peaceful  Reign  of  ten  Years 
'  and  more,  liaih  happ  ned  in  the  Time  of  Chnfl'ti 

*  Religion  now  eftabJifhed.  I  cannot  think  that 
'  any  M^^n  c?n  fellow  me  in  this,  in  the  Tim-,  of 
'  tli:^  R-oraifli  ReV^ion  'ince  tlie  Conqueft.  Nay, 
'  a  Man  mi^nt  affirm,  that  this  is  an  Example  for 

'  Times 
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Queen  Elizabeth. '  Timcs  to  conic,  wUhout  any  like  in  Times  paft  J 
157 »•  *  comparing  Singula  fingulis^  what  fhould  I  fay  ? 
thefe  be  ihe  true  Fruits  of  true  Religion.  I  could 
further  remember  you  of  the  Fruits  of  Juftice,  the 
Benefit  of  refloring  your  Money  to  Finenels ;  yea, 
I  could  put  you  in  Mind,  but  I  think  it  needs  nor, 
it  happened  fo  late,  of  a  Subiidy  granted,  where- 
of the  Queen's  Majefty  of  her  own  Bountiful nefs, 
remitted  the  one  half  ;  was  the  like  here  in  Eng- 
land tver  feen  or  heard  of?  But  being  out  of 
Doubt,  that  thefe  Benefits  already  remembred  be 
fufficient  of  themfelves  to  move  you  to  be  thank- 
ful to  your  Power,  I  leave  any  longer  to  detain 
you  in  this  Point. 

*  And  albeit  a  Subjed  cannot  yield  any  Benefit 
to  his  Sovereign  in  the  fame  Nature  that  he  re- 
ceivelh  it ;  becaufe  every  Benefit  is  more  than 
Duty,  and  more  than  Duty  a  Subject  cannot 
yield  to  his  Sovereign  :  Yet  can  it  not  be  denied, 
but  a  Subject's  acknowledging  of  Benefits  received, 
joined  with  Good- Will  to  yield  as  far  as  Liberty 
will  reach,  doth  fufficiently  fatisfie  for  the  Subjcft, 
(or  ultra  pojje  non  eji  ejfe.  To  your  beft  Adions 
therefore  addrefs  ye.  And  thus  much  concerning 
Benefits. 

'  Now  to  the  fecond  Part,  concerning  urging  by 
Neceflity,  true  it  is,  that  the  extraordinary  Mat- 
ters of  Charge,  happened  fince  the  laft  Aflembly 
here,  urging  to  have  by  NecefTity  a  Relief  granted, 
amongft  many  others  be  thefe.  Firft,  The  great 
Charge  in  lupprtfling  the  late  Northern  Rebellion, 
with  Charges  alfo  in  reducing  thofe  the  Queen's 
Majefty's  Enemies  in  Scotland^  that  affifled  the 
Rebels,  and  made  Roads  'm\o  England.  The  con- 
tinual growing  Expences,  by  Reafbn  of  Ireland^ 
as  in  fubduing  the  Rebels  within  that  Realm,  and 
and  withftanding  the  Scots  Northward,  and  other 
Foreign  Forces,  intending  Invafion  Southward. 
To  thefe  three  Charges  by  Land,  you  may  add  a 
fourth  by  Sea  ;  as  the  Preparation  and  fetting  forth 
of  Ships,  partly  for  the  Defence  againft  all  foreign 
Forces,  fufpedlcd   and  intended,  partly   for  the 

*  fafc 
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fafc  conducing  of  the  Wares  and  Merchandizes  QuecnEiizabeth. 
in  greater  Strength  and  longer   Cut  than  hereto-        J571. 
fore  hath  been  ufed.     Thefe  and  fuch  like  extra- 
ordinary Charges,  whereof  there  be  fundry,  with 
the  Remains  of  old  Charges  not  poflible  to  be  born 
by  the  ordinary  Revenue,  and  yet  of  Neceffity  to 
be  expended,  do  greatly  exceed  any  extraordinary 
Aid  therefore  commonly  granted.     Again,  rhe 
great  Decay  of  the  Queen's  Majefty's  Cuftoms, 
by  reafon  of  Stay  and  Alteration  of  Traffick  (albeit 
upon  juft  Occafion)  hath  bred  no  fmall  Want ; 
for  although  in  Time  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but 
that  will  grow  again  to  his  old  Courfe,  and  conti- 
nue with  great  Surety  :  Yet,  in  the  mean  Time, 
this  Want  muft  fome  Way  be  fupplied  j  for  you 
know  the  Horfe  muft  be  provided  for,  whilft  the 
Grafs  is  in  growing.     At  the  leaft,  let  us  do  fo 
much  for  ourfclves,  as  we  do  for  our  Horfes. 
For  ourfelves  it  is  that  are  to  be  relieved  in  this 
Cafe.     This  I  muft  needs  fay,  that  if  the  Queen's 
Majefty  did  ufe  in  Matters  of  Expence,  to  do  as 
commonly   Princes  heretofore  have  ufed   to  do, 
then  with  the  more  Difficulty  might  fuch  extra- 
ordinary Aid  be  afl'ented  unto,  and  yet  of  Neceffi- 
ty to  be  had,  to  withftand  a  greater  Neceffity.     It 
hath  been  ufed  in  Times  paft,  that  Princes  Plea- 
fures  and  Delights  have  been  commonly  followed 
in  Matters  of  Charge,  as  Things  of  Neceffity. 
And  now,  becaufe,  God  be  praifed,   the  relieving 
of  the   Realm's  Neceffity  is  become  the  Princes 
Pleafure  and  Delight,  a  noble  Converfion  (  God 
continue  it,  and  make  us,    as  we  ought  to  be  ear- 
neftly  thankful  for  it !  )  a  princely  Example  fhew- 
ed  by  a  Sovereign  for  Subjeds  to  follow.     To  de- 
fcend   in  fome  Particulars.     What  need  I  to  re- 
member unto  you,  how  the  gorgeous,  fumptuous, 
fuperfluous  Buildings  of     time   paft  be  for  the 
Realm's  Good,  by  her  Majefty  in  this  Time  tur- 
ned into  neceffary  Buildn,gs,   and  Upholdings? 
The  chargeable,  glittering,  glorious  Triumphs,  in- 
to deledtable  Paftimcs  and  Shows  ?     Embafladors 
of  Charge  int9  fuch  as  be  VQid  of  Excefs,  and  yet 
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honourable  and  comely  ?  Thefe  and  fuch  like  are 
dangerous  Dams,  able  to  dry  up  the  flowing 
Fountains  of  any  Treafure ;  and  yet  thefe  Im- 
perfeftions  have  been  commonly  Princes  Pecu- 
liars, efpecially  young.  One  free  from  thefe  was 
accounted  Rara  avis^iffc.  and  yet  (God  be  thank- 
edj  a  Pbcenix^  a  blefled  Bird  of  this  Kind  God 
haih  blefled  uswith.  I  think  it  may  be  affirmed, 
and  that  truly,  that  there  hath  not  been  any  Mat- 
ter of  great  Charge  taken  in  Hand  by  her  Ma- 
jefty  in  this  happy  Reign  of  twelve  Years  and 
more,  that  hath  not  been  thought  before  conveni- 
ent to  be  done  for  the  Weal  and  Profit  of  the 
Realm  ;  fo  far  her  Highnefs  is  from  fpending  of 
Treafure  in  vain  Matters,  and  therefore  the  rather 
how  can  a  Man  make  any  Difficulty  to  contribute 
according  to  his  Power?  efpecially,  in  maintaining 
of  his  Sovereign,  his  Country,  his  felf,  his  Wife  and 
Children,  and  what  not  ?  having  fo  long  a  Proof 
by  Experience,  of  fuch  an  Employment  ?  Here 
I  would  put  you  in  mind  of  extraordinary  Charges 
to  come,  which  in  Reafon  fetms  evident,  but  fo 
I  (hould  be  over  tedious  unto  you,  zn^frujira  fit 
per  plura  quod  fieri  pot  eft  per  pauciora.  And  there- 
fore here  1  make  an  End,  doubting  that  I  have  tar- 
ried you  longer  than  T  promifed  or  meant,  or  per- 
chance needed,  your  Wifdoms  and  good  Inclinati- 
ons confidered.  But  you  know  Things  are  to  be 
done  both  in  Form  and  Matter  ;  and  my  Truft 
is,  that  if  I  had  flayed,  I  may  be  warranted  by 
either,  or  by  both,  that  you  v.'ill  take  it  in  good 
Part.' 


Next  come  the  Names  of  the  Receivers  and  Try- 
ersof  Petitions,  in  French^  according  to  ancient  Cuf- 
ChriftopherWray  (Q^n.  The  Joumaliji  proceeds  then  to  tell  us,  that, 
xSlkerl"^'"^  on  the  4ih  Day  of  //r;7,  the  Commons  prefented 
Chri/iopher  IP  ray,  Efq;  Serjeant  at  Law,  as  their 
Speaker  •,  whofe  Excufe  not  being  allowed,  he  made 
an  Oration  itt  Subftance  as  follows : 


ift. 
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Firft  he  faid,  '  He  defired  to  be  heard  to  fay  Qyeen Elizabeth. 
Ibmewhat  concerning  the  orderly  Government  tsi^' 
of  a  Commonweal,  which  to  be  duly  done,  he 
faid,  there  were  three  Things  requifite,  Religion,  j^;^ 5  j^^ 
Authority,  and  Laws.  By  Religion  he  faid, 
we  do  not  only  know  God  aright,  but  alfo  hov/ 
to  obey  the  King  or  Queen,  whom  God  fhall 
aflign  to  reign  over  us  ;  and  that,  not  in  Tem- 
poral Caufes,  but  in  Spiritual  or  Ecclefiaflical ; 
in  which  wholly  her  Majelty's  Power  is  abfolute. 
And  leaving  all  Proofs  of  Divinity  to  the  Bifhops 
and  Fathers,  as  he  faid  he  woiild,  he  prov'd  the 
fame  by  the  Practice  «f  Princes  within  this  Realm, 
and  firft  made  Remembrance  of  Lucius  the  firft 
Chriftian  King,  who  having  written  to  Eluthe- 
rztt;  the  Pope,  1300  Years  paft  for  the  Roman 
Laws,  he  was  anfwered,  that  he  had  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  out  of  the  which  he  might  draw  good 
Difcretion  ;  for  that  he  was  the  Vicar  of  Cbn/i 
over  the  People  of  Britain.  The  Conqueror,  lie 
faid,  in  the  Erection  of  5^^//.?  y/(^Z'^_)',  granted  that 
the  Church  fhould  be  free  from  all  Epifcopal  Ju- 
rifdidion. 

*  Henry  the  Third  gave  to  Ranulph  Bifhop  of 
London^  the  Archbifhoprick.  of  Canterbury^  by 
thefe  Words,  Rex,  ^c.  fciatis  quod  dedimus  di~ 
le£i.  nojiro  Ranulpho  Archiepifcop.  Cantuarien. 
que?n  injiituimus  Anulo  &  Baculo.  The  Ring,  he 
laid,  was  the  Sign  of  Perfeftion  ;  the  Staff  the 
Sign  of  Paftoral  Rule  ;  which  he  could  not  do, 
if  thefe  Kings  had  not  had  and  ufed  the  Ecclefiaf- 
tical  Powers.  In  the  Reports  of  the  Law,  we 
find  that  an  Excommunication  of  a  certain  Perfon 
came  from  the  Pope  under  his  Leaden  Bull  ;  and 
was  {hew'd  in  Abatement  of  an  Ad\ion  brought  at 
the  Common  Law  ;  which,  befides  that  it  v/as 
of  no  Force,  the  King  and  Judges  were  of  mind, 
that  he  who  brought  it  had  deferved  Death,  fo  to 
prefume  on  any  Foreign  Authority  :  Which  Au- 
thority being  now,  by  God's  Gfaceand  her  High- 
nefs's  means,  aboliflied,  and  the  FrccJom  of 
Confcieuces,  and  the  Truth  of  God's  Word  e  la- 
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bliflied  ;    we    therefore  ought  greatly   to  thank 
God  and  her. 

'  For  Authority,  or  the  Sword,  whereby  the- 
Commonwealth  is  (laved,  three  Things,  he  faid, 
are  requifite  ;  Men,  Armour,  and  Money.  For 
Men,  their  good  Wills,  he  faid,  were  moft,  be- 
ing of  itfelf  a  ftrong  Fortrefs.  For  Armour,  the 
Neceflity  he  (hewed  in  part  ;  and  how  requifite 
Treal'ure  was,  he  a  little  declared.  And  conclu- 
ded, that  all  three  mnft  be  conjoined,  Men,  Ar- 
mour, and  Money. 

*  Laftly  for  Laws,  the  third  Stay  of  the  Com- 
monwealth ;  he  faid  there  mult  be  Confideration 
in  making  them,  and  Care  in  executing  of  them  ; 
in  making  fuch,  as  by  the  providing  for  one  Part 
of  the  Commonwealth,  the  reft  fhould  not  be 
hindred,  which  were  indeed  a  Matter  moft  per- 
nicious ;  and  this  he  vouched  out  of  Plato  de  Le- 
gibtis.  For  Execution,  he  faid,  that  fince  the 
Lawof  itfelf  is  but  mute,  fet  in  Paper,  not  able 
to  do  ought,  the  Magiftrate  (except  he  will  be  alfo 
mute)  muft  be  the  Doer,  and  then  is  a  good  Law 
faid  to  be  well  made,  when  it  is  well  executed  ; 
for,  Ajiima  Leg  is  eji  Executio. 

*  Hereupon  he  faid  fomething  in  Commendation 
of  her  Majefty,  who  had  given  free  Courfe  to  her 
Laws,  not  fending  or  requiring  the  Stay  of  Juf- 
tice,  by  her  Letters  or  Privy  Seals,  as  heretofore 
fometimes  hath  been  by -her  Progenitors  ufed. 
Neither  hath  flie  pardoned  any,  without  the  Ad- 
vice of  fuch,  before  whom  the  Offenders  have 
been  arraigned,  and  the  Caufe  heard. 

*  His  Oration  being  ended,  he  then  made  four 
Petitions  ;  firft  that  the  Perfons,  Servants,  and 
Goods,  of  all  coming  to  that  Aflembly,  might  bd 
fiee  from  all  Arrefts.  Secondly,  that  for  Caufe 
of  Conference,  they  might  h.ave  Accefs  to  her 
Majelty.  Thirdly,  if  any  fent  fhould  not  truly 
report,  or  in  Part  miftake  the  Meaning  of  the 
Houfe,  that  the  fame  fhould  be  by  her  Highnefs 
favourably  heard.  And  laftly,  that  in  the  Houfe 
all  Men  might  have  free  Speech.' 

Tbjg 
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This  Oration  being  ended,  by  Direction  fromQueenEiizabeth, 
her  Majefty,  and  Inftrudions  given  what  IhouM  be  'S7i. 
laid,  the  Lord  Keeper  anfwered  thus,  dividing  his 
Speech  into  three  Parts  ;  the  firft,  where  he  had 
fometimcs  inferred  Commendations  of  her  Majefty, 
he  laid,  '  Her  Highnefs  w^ould  not  acknowledge  lb  The  Queen's 
*  great  Perfedions  to  be  in  her  ;  but  faid,  that  thev  Anfwer,  by  the 
'  Hiould  be  Inftruflions  for  her  better  Proceedings  ^'^'^  ^.^^P"' 
in  Time  to  come.  The  fecond  Part  of  his  Ora- 
tion, he  faid,  concerning  the  Rule  for  ordering 
of  the  Commonwealth,  (he  well  liked  of,  and 
wifhed,  that  as  he  had  well  conceived  of  it,  and 
well  uttered  the  fame,  fo  he  and  others  would  en- 
deavour the  Execution  thereof. 
*  For  his  Petitions,  he  faid,  her  Majefty's  Plea- 
fure  was,  that  the  firil  (hould  be  granted,  with 
this  Caution,  :hat  no  Man  fhould  under  their 
Shadows,  untruly  protedt  others.  For  the  fe- 
cond, he  faid,  at  Time  convenient,  her  Pleafure 
was,  they  fhould  come  freely.  Touching  the 
third  Part,  he  faid,  flie  could  not  imagine  that 
among  fo  many  wife  Men  it  could  happen  j  but 
if  it  fhould,  her  Grace  would  be  content  to  remit 
it.  The  fourth  was  fuch,  that  her  Majefty  hav- 
ing Experience  of  late  of  fome  Diforder,  and  cer- 
tain Oftences,  which  though  they  were  not  pu- 
niflied,  yet  were  they  Offences  ftill,  and  fo  mufl: 
be  accounted  ;  therefore  faid,  they  fhould  do 
well  to  meddle  with  no  Matters  of  State,  but  fuch 
as  fhould  be  propounded  unto  them,  and  to  oc- 
cupy themfelves  in  other  Matters,  concerning  the 
Commonwealth.* 

The  Speaker's  Oration  to  the  Queen,  is  faid, 
in  the  Journals  oi  the  Commons,  to  be  two  Hours 
long ;  of  Gonfequence,  this  muft  have  been  much 
abridged. 

This  laft  Injundion  muft  found  harfh  in  the  Ears 
of  an  EngV./b  Houfe  of  Commons  j  who  have  ever 
valued  themfelves  on  that  darling  Prerogative,  Free- 
dom of  Speech.  But  we  leave  it  to  the  Reader's 
own  Reflection,  and  go  on  to  theothermoft  remark- 
able Proceedings  of  the  Upper  Houfe.     And,  the 
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Q^gg„i:,i^3j,gt,,_firft  Thing  of  Note  we  find  the  Lords  went  upon 
1571.  was  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  Attainder  of  Thomai 
Piercy^  Earl  of  Northumlerland ;  Charles  Nevile^ 
Earls  of  Nor-  Karl  of  Wejlmorland^^VK^  others.  TheNames  of  thole 
WLftmor^n*d'  ^'^^<^'"  ^^f^ofs  attainted,  are  not  in  \ht  Journals  \  but 
&c^  atuimcd.  C^i^rtbden  {a)  has  given  us  feveral  of  them  ;  befides  the 
two  Earls,  there  were  Ann ^Qo\xx\iG\soi  Northumber- 
land ;  Edzvard  Dacres,  of  Morton^  commonly  cal- 
led Lord  Dacrs  ;  Jchn  Nevile^  of  Leverfege  ;  John 
Sivifiboin^  Thomas  Markenfeld,  Egremcnd  Ratcliff^ 
Brother  to  the  Earl  of  ^ujfex  ;  Chri/lopher  Nevile, 
Richard  Norton^  of  Norton  •  Coniers ;'  Chrijiopher^ 
Marmaduke,  and  Thomas^  of  the  fame  Family  j 
Robert  and  A^ichaelTempeJl^  George  Stafford,  and  a- 
bout  forty  more,  all  of  the  beft  Families  in  the 
North  of  Eiighind.  The  Bill  of  Attainder  againft 
thele  Perfons  was  read,  in  the  Houle  of  Lords,  a  firft 
Time,  on  the  6th  o^  April  \  paileJ  that  Houfe  on 
the  28ih  ;  and,  being  ient  down  to  the  Commons, 
they  returned  it,  concluded,  on 'the  15th  oi  May 
following.  By  this  Aft  all  their  Lands  and  Goods 
were  forfeited  to  the  Queen,  and  thofe  Pofleffions 
within  the  Bifhoprick  of  Durham  were  adjudged  to 
her  and  her  Succelibrs,  againll:  Pi'kintcn,  the  Bifhop, 
v/ho  laid  Claim  to  all  Royalties  between  the  RiVers 
Tine  and  Tefe.  This  was  done,  fays  our  Author, 
in  Regp.rd  of  the  vaft  Expencc  the  Queen  had  been 
at  in  freeing  the  Bifhop  and  his  Diocefe  from  rhe 
Rebels;  hut  with  Provi/oih^i  it  fhould  not  preju- 
dice tile  Right  of  tl;e  Church  of  Durham  for  the 
future  {by. 

April  the  28th,  a  Bill  v\'as  fent  up  bv'  the  Com- 
EiM  trLtin;  to  '^''■^'^^  ^"  the  Lords,  whereby  certain  Offences,  there 
'irrai)!,.  named,     were      made    Trealon.      It    pafl'ed   that 

Houfe  on  the  8th  Day  of  May,  wi!li  a  new  Proviff), 
<'.nd  certain  Amendments  added  to  it.  This  Ad, 
\a\i>  Cambdtn,  was  occafjoned  by  ihc  Iniquity  of  the 
Timers  and  the  Love  which  the  Parliament  of  Eng- 
land then  bore  to  their  Prmce  and  Country,  By  it, 
was  provided,  accordin<j;  to  the.  Tenour  of  former 
Laws,  *  That  if  any  Man  fhould  attempt  the  Death 

*  or 

{a}  Camhda:  m  Ker.nct,  p. 423, 
{b)  Ibidim,  p.  436. 
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or  peribnal  Hurt  of  the  Queen ;  or  raife  War,  or  Queen EJJzabctfi. 
excite  others  to  War  againft  her;  if  anyone  is7i« 
fliould  give  out,  that  fhe  is  not  the  lawful  Ql^ieen 
of  this  Rcahn,  but  that  any  other  can  claim  a  juli- 
er  Title  thereto  ;  or  (liould  pronounce  her  to  be 
an  Hcreiic,  Schifmatic,  or  Infidel  ;  or  fhould  u- 
furp  the  Right  and  Title  of  the  Kingdom  during 
her  Life  ;  or  fliould  affirm  that  any  other  has  a 
Right  to  the  Crown  ;  ox  that  the  Laws  mid  Sta- 
tutes cannot  limit  and  determine  the  Right  of  the 
Crown  and  the  Succefjor  thereof;  every  fuch  Per- 
fon  fhall  be  guilty  of  High  Treafon.     That  if  any  * 

one,  during  the  Queen's  Life,  fhouldby  any  Book, 
written  or  printed,  exprefly  maintain,  that  any 
PeiJbn  is  or  ought  to  be,  the  Queen's  Heir  and 
Sbcceflbr,  except  the  natural  Ijjue  of  her  Body  ; 
or  fl)ould  publifl],  ptint  or  difpcrle,  any  Books  or 
Writings  to  that  Effed,  he,  and  his  Abettors,  for 
the  firfl  Offence,  fliould  be  imprifoned  for  a 
whole  Year,  and  forfeit  the  half  of  his  Goods ; 
and,  if  any  fhould  offend  a  fecond  Time,  he  fhould 
incur  the  Penalty  of  a  Premunire  ;  that  is,  the 
Lofs  of  all  his  Goods,  and  lie  in  perpetual  Impri- 

*  fonment.' 

This  A61  plainly  fhews  the  extream  Jealoufy, 
more  than  the  Iniquity,  of  the  Times  ;  and  that 
there  v/as  then  fome  latent  Title  to  the  Crown, 
which  they  could  not  fufliciently  guard  againft. 
Our  Author  writes,  that  it  was  looked  upon  as  too 
fevere,  by  thofe  who  thought  that  it  would  tend  to 
the  Eftablifliment  of  ihe  Nation's  Quiet,  co  have  an 
Heir  apparent  declaied.  Bui  adds  he,  it  is  incredible 
what  jeft;  were  thrown  out  on  th.-it  Part  of  the  Adl,' 

*  except  the  natural  Iffiie  of  her  Body.  Since  the 
Lawyer,-;  term  thole  Children  natural;  whom  Na- 
ture aione,  without  the  Intervention  of  honeft  Ma-> 
trimony,  lath  begotten.  As  thofc  are  call-jd  law- 
ful which  ;;re  born  in  Wedlock.     So  that  CambdeH 

himfelf.  being  then  a  young  Man,  hath  often  heard 
Pv. 'ph  lay,  that  this  Word  was  inferted  into  the  A61 
by  Leicejler^  with  a  Defign,  that,  one  Time  or  other, 
he  might  impofe  Ibme  Raflard  oon  of  his  upon  the 
G  2  Engli/h 
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Queen  Elizabeth. '^"1''^^  Nation  for  the  Queen's  natural  I/Jue.     An 
1571.        inlinuation  oddly  dropt   from  the  Pen  of  one,  who 
has  taken  fuch  great  Pains  to  drefs  his  Heroine  in  the 
brighteft  Robes  of  Virtue  and  Honour. 

About  this  Time  Pope  Pius  V.  had  thundered 
wiTnTu'"/  ^'  *"'"  ^"^  ^^^  ^^^  Anathemas  of  the  yatican  againft  EUza- 
thrOucCTr*^  ^<f/^  ;  and  had  the  Infolence  to  publifh  a  Bull  of 
Excommunication  againft  her,  which  was  fixed  on 
the  Bifhop  of  London*^  Palace-Gates  {c\  This 
Arrogp.nce  was  taken  Notice  of  by  Parliament. 
Accordingly,  we  find  that  a  Bill  was  read  a  Third 
Time,  and  palled  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  Jpril  ihe  21ft, 
with  this  Title,  J  Bill  agaiu/l  bringing  in  and  put- 
ting in  Execution  of  Bulls,  JVritings  or  Injlruments^ 
or  other  Juperjlltious  Hiings^from  the  See  of  Rome. 
By  it  was  enaded,  *  That  whofoever,  by  Bulls  or 

*  other  Rcfcripis  of  the  Pope,  fhould  reconcile  any 

*  Man  to  the  Church  of  Rome^  and  thofe  who 

*  fhould  be  fo  reconciled,  fhould  be  guilty  of  High 

*  Treafin.     That  whofoever  did  relieve  fuch  as  did 

*  fo  reconcile  Men,  or  fhould  brins;  into  England 

*  any  Agnus    Dei's,   Beads,   Crucifixes,    or  other 

*  Things  confecrated  by  the  Pope,  fhould  incur  the 

*  Penalty  of  a  Premuuire.      And,  that  whofoever 

*  fhould  not  difcover  fuch  Reconcilers  (hould   be 

*  guilty  of  concealing,  that  is,  Mi/prifonofTreafon.* 
Several  Perfons,  concerned  in  the  laft  Rebellion, 

having  efcaped  beyond  Sea,  and  others  in  greater 
Numbers,  having  withdrawn  themfelves  on  the 
Score  of  Religion,  a  Bill  was  framed  againft  them 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  fent  up  to  the  Lords 
on  the  Firft  Day  oi May.  The  next  Day  this  Bill 
againft  Fugitives,  over  the  Seas,  was  committed  to 
the  Marquifs  of  Northampton^  the  Farls  of  Hunting- 
dony  SvfJeXy  Bedford^  Pembroke  and  Leicejler  ;  the 
Vvxoumb  Hereford M^d  AJontague  i  the  Bifhops  of 
IVircheflir,  Sarum  ^nd  IVorcefler  ;  the  Lords 
Burleigh^  fPentiicrth,  Haflings  and  Buckhur/l. 
May  ll:e  19th,  the  Bill  was  concluded  in  that  Houfe, 
with  a  new  Provifo,  and  certain  Amendments  added 
to  it.     The  Adl  recalled  all  fuch  Fugitives,  who  had 

gone 

{0  Sec  the  Form  of  the  Bull,  at  length,  in  Camhdcn,  p.  437, 
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gone  abroad  without  the  Queen's  Leave,   within  a  Queen  Elizabeth. 
limitedTime,  under  Forfeiture  of  their  filiates.  And,        ^S7^- 
by  another  Adl,  paiTed  this  Seflion,  all  Conveyances, 
Gifts,  Alienations,  &c.  of  their  Eftates,  were  term- 
ed fraudulent,  and  fetafide. 

Thefe,  and  fome  more  Laws  of  lefs  Significan- 
cy,  were  framed  againft  Popery,  by  this  Parliament  ; 
nor  were  they  wanting  to  reform  fome  fcandalous 
Abufes  which  had  crept  into  the  eftablifhed  Protef- 
tant  Church.  An  A 61  was  made  for  correding 
certain  Dlforders  of  the  Minifters  of  the  Church. 
Another  againft  Frauds  in  defeating  Remedies  for 
Dilapidations.  Another  touching  Leafes  of  Benefi- 
ces and  other  Ecclefiaftical  Livings  with  Cure. 
This  laft  A61  was  made,  lays  Cambden,  to  reftrain 
the  Covetoufnefs  of  certain  Churchmen;  who,  as  if 
born  for  ihemfelves  alone,  to  the  notorious  Defraud- 
ing of  their  Succeflbrs,  did  wafte  the  Revenues  of  the 
Church,  and  let  out  Leafes  for  many  Years.  The 
firll  mentioned  Aft  for  reforming  the  Minifters,  hath 
this  Title  in  the  printed  Statutes,  An  Aci  for  the  Mi- 
nifters  of  the  Church  to  be  of  found  Religion.  Which 
was  made  to  reftrain  certain  puritanical  Preachers, 
who  oppofed  the  Articles  concluded  on  in  a  Synod 
at  London,  in  the  Year  1562,  for  abolilhing  of 
Schifms. 

But  now,  when  the  Parliament  had  done  with 
Religious  Matters,  it  was  thought  neccflary  to  take 
fome  Care  of  the  State.  On  the  10th  of  May  a  Bill  ^  ^"^'"'''5^* 
with  a  Grant  of  two  Ffteenths  and  Tenths^  and  a 
Subftdy,  was  fent  up  by  the  Commons.  It  was  read 
the  firft  Time,  on  the  next  Day,  by  the  Lords,  who 
pafled  it  on  the  15th.  It  is  fomewhat  Itrange  that 
this  Supply  is  not  the  leaft  taken  Notice  of  by  Mr. 
Cambdcn.  And  it  is  not  clear,  by  him>  what  it 
could  be  for,  fince  the  Kingdom  was  then  in  pro- 
found Peace  with  its  Neighbours  ;  even  Irekindy 
which  was  very  troublefome  moft  Part  of  this 
Reign,  being  then  in  much  Subjection.  However, 
another  Co- temporary  Hiftorian  informs  us,  that 
this  Supply  was  granted  to  the  Queen,  towards  the 
'iXQAi  Charge  (he  had  been  at,  in  reprcfiing  the  late 
O  3  Re  - 
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Rebellion,  in  the  Norih  -,  and  purfuing  the  Rebels, 
.QueenEhzabeth.  ^j^j^j^  ^^^.^  ^^^  j^^^  Scotland  [d).     Great  Care  was 

'  '  taken  that  the  Queen  (hould  not  be    cheated    of 

any  Part  of  thb  Grant  ;  for  two  Bills  were  pafled 
this  Parliament  ;  the  one  againft  Frauds  of  Tellers, 
Receivers,  Colled^crs  and  Treafurers  of  the  publick 
Money  ;  the  other,  that  all  fuch  Lands,  Goods, 
Chatels,  ^c.  as  any  Receiver,  Teller,  Colledor, 
i^c.  fhould  have  at  their  entring  into  their  Charge, 
fhall  be  liable  to  the  Payment  of  their  Debts  due  to 
the  Crown.  The  like  Aft  was  made  for  the  Col- 
lectors of  the  Sublidies  granted  by  the  Clergy ; 
which  at  this  Time  was  fix  Shillings  in  the  Pound. 

We  muft  now  go  back  to  trace  what  wasdoingthis 
Parliament  in  the  Commons  ;  in  which  onr  Jourjin- 
lijl  is  more  particular  than  in  any  before  ;  but  his  Ac- 
count is  carefully  collated  with  the  more  authentic, 
late  printed,  Journals  of  the  Commons.  The  Houfe 
having  been  called  over,  and  the  Oath  of  Allegiance 
and  Supremacy  given  to  each  Member,  by  the  Lord 
iSteward  of  the  Queen's  Houfhold,  they  proceeded 
to  the  Eledion  of  a  Speaker  ;  the  Ceremony  of 
■whole  Invert itu re  is  given  before,  y^pril  the  5th, 
the  Houfe  was  again  called  over  ;  and  fome  Mem- 
bers were  commanded  to  attend  the  next  Day  the 
Order  of  the  Houfe,  bccaufe  they  had  entered  there 
without  being  relumed  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown. 
T)ie  fame  Day,  a  Committee  was  named  to  con- 
fer W'lh  tlie  Attorney  and  Sollicitor  General, 
about  ievtr:;!  Bc^roughs,  who  had  returned  Mem- 
bers in  this  Pailiamcnt,  but  lent  none  to  the  laft. 
The  Jourualijt  obkrves,  on  fuch  a  Cafe,  in  a  prior 
Parliament,  '  That  it  was  very  common  in  former 
Cafe  rf  amunti  Timcs,  that  if  any  Borough  grew  into  Poverty, 
iouX'.      °      *  or  Decay,  to  avoid  the  Charges  of  their  Burgellijs 

*  Allowance,   ihcy  either  got  a  Licence  from  the 

*  Ciown   to  be  dilchargud  from  fuch  Election  and 

*  Atten^ii.nce,   or  cid,  by  Degrees,    difcontinue   it 

*  themfelv(s.     But,  in  later  Times,  the    Knights, 

*  Cili'/.cns  and  Ijurgellcs  of  ilje  Floufe  of  Common?, 

*  let   the  moll  Part,  bearing   their  own  Charges, 

i  many 

(d)  IIa!ii£ffjejd''i  Chron.  p.  1225. 
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'  many  ofthofe  Borough  Towns,  which  had  dif-^      _,.  ,    . 

/         ,    1     •    r  n  •     1  u  r      J-         QueenElizabeth. 

*  continued  their  former  Privilege,   by  not  fending,^    i^^,^ 
'  did  again  begin  it  ;  which  was  the  Cafe  of  feveral 

*  Towns,  both  in  this  and  the  fucceeding  Reign  (e).* 
This  is  the  Reafon  why  fo  many  pitiful  Boroughs, 
remarkable  now  for  nothing  befides,  but  their 
Meannefs  and  Poverty,  retain  the  fame  Privilege  ; 
and  have  a  Power  of  being  reprefented  equal  to 
the  Counties  and  Cities,  and  fuperior  to  many  great 
Towns  in  England. 

The  next  Thing  that  we  find  the  Commons  went 
upon,  before  they  meddled  with  the  Secular  Laws 
of  the  Land  was  to  amend  the  Spiritual;  for,  on 
the  very  fame  Day,  as  it  leem=^  by  the  Journali/i^  a 
Motion  was  made  in  the  Houfe  to  this  EfFedl  : 

•  Mr.  Strickland^  a  grave  and  ancient  Man,  of  Debate  on  the 
great  Zeal,  flood  up,  and  made  a  long  Difcourfe,  Abufes  in  Reli- 
tending  to  the  Remembrance  of  God's  Good ncrs,8'°n>  &c. 
giving  unto  us  the  Light  of  his  Word,  together 
with  the  gracious  Difpofition  of  her  Majefty,  by 
whom,  as  by  his  Inftrument,  God  hath  wrought  fo 
great  Things,  and  blaming  our  Slacknefs  and  Care- 
lefnefs,  in  not  efteeming  and  following  the  Time 
and  BlelTing  offered  y  but,  ftill  as  Men  not  fufficiently 
inftrudted  what  is  Truth,  or  fo  that  we  think  it  not 
convenient  to  publifh  and  profefs  it  openly,  and  that 
all  reproachful  Speeches  of  the  Slanderous  might  be 
Hopped,  the  Drawbacks  brought  forward,  and  the 
Over-runners,  fuch  as  over-run  and  exceed  the  Rule 
of  the  Law,  reduced  to  a  Certainty,  lie  thought  it 
Operis  pretium^  to  be  occupied  therein  ;  for  which 
Purpofe  hefaid,  theProfeflbrsofthe  Gofpel  in  other 
Nations  had  writ,  and  publilhed  to  the  World,  the 
ConfefTion  of  their  Faith,  as  did  thofecf  Strasburgh 
and  Frankfort,  Cffr.  for  which  Purpole  alfo  great 
learned  Men  in  this  Realm  had  travelled,  as  Peter 
Alartyr,  Paulus  Fagius,  and  others,  whofe  Works 
hereupon  were  extant. 

*■  And  before  this  Time  an  Offer  thereof  was 
made,  in  Parliament,  that  it  might  be  approved  ;  but 
either  the  Slacknefs,  or  iomewhat  elfe  of  fome  Men 

in 

(:,  JJ"  Ftcts's  Journals,  p.  80  and  156. 
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Queen Elizibeth.  "^  ^^^^  Time,  was  the  Lett  thereof,  or  what  elfe, 
J 571.  '  he  fiid,  he  would  not  fay.  This  Book^  he  faid,  rett- 
ed in  the  Cuftody  of  Mr  Norton^  as  he  gueflbd,  a 
Man  neither  ill-difpofed  to  Religion,  nor  a  negligent 
Keeper  of  fuch  Matters  of  Charge,  and  thereupon 
requefted  that  Mr.  Norton  xm^i  be  required  to  pro- 
duce the  fame  ;  he  added  ahb,  that  after  fo  many 
Years,  as  now  by  God's  Providence  we  had  been 
learning  the  Purity  of  God's  Truth,  we  fhould  not 
permit,  for  any  Caufe  of  Policy,  or  other  Pretence, 
any  Errors  in  Matters  of  Doctrine  to  continue  a- 
mongft  us.  And  therefore,  faid  he,  although  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer  is  (God  be  praifed)  drawn 
very  near  to  the  Sincerity  of  the  Truth,  yet  are  there 
fomel  hings  inferted  more  fuperlUtious,  than  in  fo 
high  Matters  be  tolerable  j  as,  namely,  in  the  Ad- 
miniftration  of  the  Sacrament  of  Baptifm,  the  Sign  of 
the  Crofs  to  be  made  with  fome  Ceremonies,  and 
fuch  other  Errors;  all  which,  he  faid,  might  well 
be  changed,  without  Note  of  chopping  or  changing 
of  Religion,  whereby  the  Enemies  might  flander  us  ; 
it  being  a  Reformation  not  contrariant,  but  directly 
purfuant  to  our  Profeffion  ;  that  is,  to  have  ail 
Things  brought  to  the  Purity  of  the  Primitive 
Church,  and  Inftitution  of  Chrift.  He  fpake  at 
large  of  the  Abufes  of  the  Church  of  England.,  and 
or  the  Churchmen  ;  as  firft,  that  known  Papifts  are 
admitted  to  have  Ecclefiaftical  Government,  and 
great  Livings ;  that  godly,  honeft,  and  learned  Pro- 
leftanis  having  little  or  nothing  ;  that  Boys  are  dif- 
penled  with  to  have  Spiritual  Promotions  ;  that  by 
Frien.ifhip  with  the  Mafter  of  the  Faculties,  either 
unable  Men  are  qualified,  or  fome  one  Man  allowed 
to  have  too  many  feveral  Livings  ;  finally,  he  con- 
cluded with  Petition,  that  by  Authority  of  the  Houie, 
fome  convenient  Number  of  them  might  bealfigned, 
to  have  Conference  with  the  Lords  of  the  Spiritua- 
lity, tcr  Confideration  and  Reformation  of  the 
ivlattcrs  by  him  remembrcd. 

'  Mr.  Norton.,  a  Man  wife,  bold  and  eloquent, 
ilood  up  nexi,  and  faid,  he  was  not  ignorant,  but  had 
long  fince  learned  what  it  was  to  fi^eak  on  a  fudden, 

or 
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or  firft,  before  other  Men  in  Parliament.  Yet,  being  Queen  Elizabeth, 
occafioned  by  Mr.  Strickland ^  he  faid,  that  Truth  it  1571. 
was,  he  had  a  Book  tending  to  tlie  fame  Effe6l ;  but 
(quolh  he)  the  Book  was  not  drawn  by  thofe  he 
named,  but  by  virtue  of  the  A£l  of  1532  (/"),  at  the 
Affignaiion,  or  by  the  Advice  of  eight  Bifhops, 
eight  Divines,  eight  Civilians,  and  eight  Temporal 
Lawyers,  who  having  in  Charge,  to  make  Ecclefiaf- 
tical  Conftitutions,  took  in  Hand  the  fame;  which 
was  drawn  by  that  learned  Man,  Dodor  Haddon, and 
penned  by  another  learned  Man  Mr.  Cheeke;  where- 
upon he  faid,  that  Confideration  had  been,  and  fome 
Travel  beftowed  by  Mr.  Foxe  of  late,  and  that  there 
was  a  Book  newly  printed,  to  be  offered  to  that 
Roufe ;  which  he  did,  then  and  there,  prefently 
fhew  forth.  And  for  the  reft  of  Mr  Strickland's 
Motions,  he  was  of  his  Mind,  chiefly  for  the 
avoiding  and  fupprefling  of  Simoniacal  Ingrofl- 
ments. 

'  Whereupon ,  were  appointed  for  that  Purpofe, 
for  Redrefs  of  fundry  Defedions  in  thofe  Matters, 
thefe  following  ;  viz.  all  the  Privy  -  Council  being 
Members  ef  this  Houfe,  Sir  Henry  Nevill,  Sir  Tho- 
mas Thinne^  Sir  Thomas  Lucy^  Sir  Henry  Gate,  ihe 
Matter  of  the  Requefts ;  Mr.  Heneage,  Mr.  Re- 
corder ;  Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  Henry  Knolles,  fen.  Mr. 
Mounfon,  Mr.  Norton,  Mr.  Strickland,  Mr.  Godier, 
Mr.  Will  am   More,   and    Dodtor  Berkley. 

*  The  Bin  concerning  coming  to  the  Church, 
and  receiving  the  Communion,  was  read  the  fecond 
Time,  and  thereupon  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  fpeaking  for 
the  Maintenance  thereof,  argued  ;  and  in  Part 
wifhed  the  Bifhops  to  have  Confideration  thereof. 

'  After  whom  Mr.  Fleetwood  mQvtdi,  that  the  Pe- 
nalty of  that  Statute  fhould  not  go  to  Promoters, 
and  faid,  it  was  a  Device  but  of  lare  brought  in,  in 
the  Time  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  the  firft  Year 
of  his  Reign,  and  (hewed  the  Evils  and  Inconveni- 
ences that  did  grow  by  thefe  Mens  Doings  j  where- 
in no  Reformation  was  fought,  but  private  Gain  to 
themoftofMen.      He  laid  alfo,    that  Matter  of 

going 
{f)  See  teforcj  Sub  Anno^ 
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Qjeeniiiwbeth.  going  to  the  Church,  or  for  the  Service  of  God* 
1571.  did  diredlly  appertain  to  that  Court ;  and  thar  we  all 
have  as  well  learned  this  Leflbn,  That  there  is  aGod, 
who  is  to  be  fcrved,  as  to  have  the  I;i(hcps.  And 
thereupon  he  undertook  to  prove  by  the  old  Laws, 
vouched  from  King  £'<:/^<7r,  that  the  Princes,  in  their 
Parliaments,  have  made  Ecclefial^cal  Conftitutions : 
Asthefe;  Thatif  any  Servant  fhall  work  upon  the 
Sabbath-Day,  by  the  Commandment  of  his  Mafter, 
he  (hould  be  free  j  if  of  himff  If,  he  (hould  he  whip- 
ped ;  if  a  Freeman  fhou'd  work,  hefhoul-i  be  bound, 
or  grievoully  amerced.  Then  he  concluded  upon  Re- 
queft,  that  it  mi!^  h  becommi  tted  to  fome  of  the  Hcufc, 
without  the  Bifhops,  who  perhaps  would  be  flow. 

*  Sir  Owen  Hcpton  moved,  very  orderly,  that 
the  Prefentation  of  luch  Defaults  (h ^uld  not  only 
depend  upon  the  Relation  of  the  Cnurch^Aardcns, 
who  being  for  the  moll  p  rt  fimnle,  and  mean  Men, 
and  fearing  to  ofFni,  would  r.iiher  incur  Danger  of 
Perjury,  than  difpleafe  fome  of  their  Neighbours  j 
he  fhewed  for  Proof,  Experience. 

'  On  which  Motions,  Sir  Thomas  Smithy  Sir 
Owen  Hopton^  Sir  Ihomas  Srot,  the  Mafler  of  the 
Requefts;  Mr.  Serjeant  Manzvood,  Mr  Serjear.t 
Ge'ffrey^  Mr  Fleetwood  and  Mr  Sandu  were 
appointed  a  Commitfce,  to  meet  in  the  Star-Cham- 
ber, at  two  of  the  Clock  in  the  Afternoon.' 

y//);77tlic  7th,  the  B.ll  concerning  Religion  was 
read,  and  the  '/sarwi^//// proceeds  to  tell  us,  'That 
Mr  Strickland  fir?t  moved,  that  Mr  Norton  might  be 
rcquireu  to  deliver  fuch  Books,  a<;  he  had.  Mr  New- 
d'lgate  moved,  that  where  one  of  the  Caufes  for  the 
fabr.d"-^'''  Cilling  of  the  Parliament,  and  perhaps  the  chiefell, 
'  was  for  a  Subfidy  ;  he  thought  it  not  amifs  to  make 

Offer  of  a  Subfidy  before  it  fhould  be  required,  which 
Speech  w=s  not  liked  of  by  the  Houfe. 

*  Sir  France  Knollcs  made  a  long  needlefs  Dif- 
courle  cone 'TTiing the  Subfidy. 

*  Mr.  Bell  f.dd.  That  a  Subfidy  was,  by  every 
good  Subject,  to  bt-  yielded  unto ;  but  fi;r  that  the 
People  were  g.'litd  by  two  Means,  it  would  hardly 
be  levied  j  namely,  by  Licences,  and  the  Abule  of 
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Promoters ;  for  which,  if  Remedy  were  provided, 
then  would  theSubfidy  be  paid  willingly  ;  which  he  ^"J^';';^'^^- 
proved,  for  that  byLicences  a  few  only  were  enriched, 
and  the  Multitude  impoverifhed  ;  and  added,  that  if 
a  Burden  fhould  be  laid  on  the  Back  of  the  Com- 
mons, and  no  Redrels  of  the  common  Evils,  then 
there  might  happly  enfue,  that  they  would  lay- 
down  the  Burden  in  the  Midft  of  the  Way,  and 
turn  to  the  contrary  of  their  Duty. 

'  Mr.  Popham  affirmed  Mr.  Belh  Speech,  and 
added  to  the  former  Abufes,  that  of  the  Treafurers 
of  the  Crown  ;  who  having  in  their  Hands  great 
Mafles  of  Money,  with  the  which  either  they  them- 
felves  or  fome  of  theirs,  do  purchafe  Lands  to  their 
own  Ule,  and  after  become  Bankrupts,  and  fo  caufe 
or  pradtife  an  Inftallment  of  their  Debts,  as  of  late 
jbme  one  hath  inftalled  a  Debt  of  thirty  thoufand 
Pounds :  Which  occafioned  the  Lack  in  the  Prin- 
ces Coffers. 

'  Mr.  Serjeant  Lovelace  argued,  that  every  Loyal 
Subject  ought  to  yield  to  the  Relief  of  the  Prince, 
and  that  without  any  Condition  or  Limitation  ; 
notwithftanding,  he  did  not  dillike  of  the  former 
Motions  ;  and  thought  it  very  requifite,  that  thefe 
Evils  might  be  provided  for,  to  the  Ends  aforefaid  ; 
unto  the  which  he  added  three  Abufes  more  ;  firft, 
the  Abufe  of  Purveyors,  wherein  he  had  to  defire 
the  Council,  and  the  Miners  of  the  Houfhold  to 
confider  it,  and  to  be  willing  to  yield  to  Reformati- 
on ;  and,  in  his  Opinion,  it  fliould  not  be  amifs  to 
take  away  the  Purveyors,  and  to  limit  every  Coun- 
try to  a  proportionable  Rate  ;  fo  fhould  her  Majefty 
be  better  ferved,  and  the  Kingdom  eafed.  Secondly, 
The  Reformation  ol"  the  Exchequer,  for  the  Charge 
which  groweth  by  Refpite  of  Homage  ;  which  he 
wiflied  might  be  paid  on  fome  other  Sort,  in  a  Sum 
certain.  Thirdly,  Another  Reformation,  which  is 
upon  a  great  Abule  in  the  Exchequer,  by  fending 
out,  upon  every  Fine  levied,  the  Writ  ^lo  tituk  in- 
grcjjm  ejl. 

•■  Mr  Comptroller,  in  few  Words,  faid,  that  he 
being  one  of  the  Mailers  of  the  Houfhold,  would  do 

his 
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^      T:r   L  .L  his  Endeavour  for  Reformation  of  all  Things  arifino; 

Qucf  n  Elizabeth, ,         i      t-«  o  fc> 

1571.        oy  the  Purveyors. 

*  Mr.  Sampoole,  fometimes  of  Lincolns-Inrii,  liked 
well  of  the  Motion  of  the  Subfidy,  and  commended 
the  Motions  of  the  Gentlemen  before  ;  affirming, 
that  they  were  very  neceflary  to  be  thought  of ;  un- 
to which  he  was  to  add  one  more,  viz.  the  Abufe  of 
Colledors.  He  (hewed,  that  they  do  retain  their 
Charge  fometimes  a  Year,  fometimes  more,  in  their 
own  .Hands.  •  And  for  that  they  are  but  mean  Men, 
appointed  to  that  Office,  they  oft  times  convert  it 
to  their  own  Ufes,  and  are  perhaps  never  able  to  fa- 
tisfie  the  fame  ;  whereby  the  People  are  unwilling 
to  pay  ;  For,  if  they  fliould  underftand  her  Majefty 
fhould  have  it  prefently,  they  would  more  willingly 
pay  it  ;  and  therefore  wifhed  the  better  Sort  of  eve- 
ry Country  fliould  be  affigned  to  that  Charge. 

*  Mr.  Goodier  faid.  That  every  Man  ought  to 
yield  to  tlie  Subfidy,  and  rather  offer  it  than  to  ftay 
till  it  fhould  be  demanded  ;  defiring,  that  the  Subfidy 
might  be  prefently,  and  only  go  forward,  without  the 
Hearing  of  any  more  Complaints:  For  that  they 
might  be  infinite,  and  already  more  were  remem- 
bred,  than  in  one  Parliament  could  be  reformed. 
Wherein  he  fhewed  a  great  Defire  he  had  to  win 
Favour. 

'  A  Committee  was  appointed  to  confider  of  the 
Proportion  and  Time  of  yielding  fome  Relief  unto 
her  Majefty  ;  whofe  Names  being  fet  down  in  the 
original  Journal-Book  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
are  thence  tranfcribed,  at  large,  in  Manner  and  Form 
following : 

*  All  the  Privy-Council  Members  of  this  Houfe, 
the  Mafter  of  the  Rol!s,  Sir  John  If^hite^  Sir  JFtUiam 
Dormer,  Sir  Chrijl;pker  Heydon,  Mr.  Heneage,  Sir 
Robert  Lane^  Sir  Henry  Norrice^  Sir  George  Blunt, 
Sir  Henry  IVefton,  Sir  George  Bones,  Sir  U'llliam 
Pawlet,  Mr.  Edgecomb,  Mr.  Edward  Stanhop^Mx. 
John  Mer/)),  Mr.  Robert  Newdtgate,  Mr.  Serieant 
Lovelace^  Mr.  Saintpcol,  Mr.  Thomas  Sna^ge,  Mr. 
Hall,  Mr.  Ha/Iet,  Mr.  Gra/tor,  Mr.  S,wds,  Mr.  ///- 
/srdy  Mr.  Ba//?ty  M.^  IVarncomb,  Mr.  George  For- 

rors 
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rors^  Mr.  Jm'fe  Paivkty  Mr,  Hatfield^  Mr.  Greith-  Queen  Elizabeth. 
feld^  Mr.  Bounton,  Mr.  Bellltigham,  to  meet  in  the        ^si^* 
Star-Chamber,  on  Monday  next,  at  two  of  the  Clock 
in  the  Afternoon.' 

Jpril the  9th,  A  Report  was  made  concerning  the 
Right  of  the  Burgefles  ;  and  it  was  ordered,  by  Con- 
fent  of  the  Attorney  General,  that  the  Burgefles 
fliall  fit  according  to  their  Returns ;  becaufe  the  Va- 
lidity of  the  Charters  of  their  Towns,  ought  to  be 
examined  in  another  Place. 

On  the  loth,  the   Committee  was  enlarged  on 
the  Religious  Bills,  in  order  to  go  to  a  Conference  °'^f  ^   relating 
with  a  feleft  Number  of  Bifhops  and  Peers.     TheT  '" 

next  Day  the  Bill  on  fraudulent  Gifts  and  Convey- 
ances, alibis  Monopolies,  was  taken  into  Confiderati- 
on  •,  and  being  ordered  to  be  engrofled,  a  Debate  a- 
rofe,  in  which  Mr.  Fleetwood  argued,  *  That  there 
might  appear  Rafhnefs  or  Indifcretion  in  them,  who 
fhould  now  reverfe  what  of  late  they  had  done  ;  but 
leaving  to  fpeak  thereof,  he  entered  into  a  good  Dif- 
courfe  of  the  Prerogative,  which  might  thereby  be 
touched,  if  they  fhould  endeavour  to  overthrow  her 
Majefty's  Letters  Patents,  to  whom,  by  Law,  there 
is  Power  given  to  incorporate  any  Town,  and  ftie 
is  fworn  to  preferve  her  Prerogative :  He  vouched 
the  Clerk  of  the  Parliament's  Book  to  be,  that  no 
Man  might  talk  of  the  Statute  of  Wills,  ti^c.  but 
that  the  King  firft  gave  Licence ;  for  that  his  Pre- 
rogative in  the  Wards  was  hereby  touched.  He 
{hewed  likewife  the  Statute  of  Ed.  i.  Ed.  3.  and 
Hen.  4.  with  a  Saving  of  the  Prerogative.  In  King 
Edward  the  Sixth's  Time,  Licence  was  fued  for  to 
the  Lord  Protestor,  to  talk  of  Matters  of  Preroga- 
tive, he  remembred  the  Book  of  2  Ed.  6.  for  the  Par- 
liament of  7r^/^«(^,  called  by  the  Chief  Judge,  as  is 
for  him  lawful ;  where  it  was  queftioned,  what  by 
Parliament  might  be  done  ?  whether  rhey  might  de- 
part with  any  of  the  King's  Towns,  Forts  or  Piers  ? 
It  was  agreed  they  might  liot  j  and  fo  he  concluded, 
that  to  talk  thereof  (for  as  much  as  her  Majefty's 
Letters  Patents,  and  Pi erogative  were  touched)  Rege 
mn  ionJultOy  was  perillous.    He  ahb  made  mention 
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Queen  Eiizabtih.  of  tlic  Statute,  which  authoHzeth  all    Merchants  to 
1 571.        traffick  by  Sea,  Nifi  publiceprohibentur  ;   he  faith,  O- 
ihers  were  prohibited. 

*  Mr.  Toung^  ofBrijhl,  in  the  Behalf  of  the  Com- 
mons, reafoned  to  this  Effedt ;  Firft,  fhewed  the 
Lofs  to  the  Queen  of  h<tv  Cuftom,  then  the  private 
Monopoly  wrought  and  occafioned  by  the  Mer- 
chants, the  Controverlies  which  haveenfued  by  this 
Means  amonglt  them,  and  the  fubtile  Means  where- 
by the  Statute  was  procured,  without  the  Confent 
of  the  Maior  or  Commons,  by  fuch  as  were  put  in 
Truft. 

*  Mr.  /flfordfz'id^  That  he  might  not  fpeak  of  the 
Prerogative  aptly,  for  that  he  was  not  learned  in 
the  Law  ;  but  made  feme  Remembrance  of  what 
he  had  there  fcen,  concerning  the  Ad  of  Parliament 
for  Southampton  ;  where  it  appeareth,  that  without 
an  A3,  of  Parliament,  her  Majefty's  Letters  Patents 
were  not  lufficient ;  and  therefore  he  prayed  conve- 
nient Coniideraiion  might  be,  and  that  the  fame  (ii 
it  fliouid  fo  fccm  good  to  the  Houfe)  might  be 
conjoined  to  the  former  and  other  Bills,  bfc. 

*■  Then  fpake  Mr.  Ckere,  Sir  Francis  KnoJks,  Sir 
Nicholas  Arnold,  Sir  Henry  Norris^  and  Mr.  Chrijlo- 
pher  Yelverton^  of  Gray'i'Inn,  feverally  to  the  faid 
Bill  :  Whofe  Speeches  being  fomewhat  imperfedly 
and  uncertainly  fet  down,  -are  therefore  omitted  ; 
although  from  them,  and  the  Refidue  foregoing,  the 
Effedt  of  this  Hill  may  becollcdlcd  to  have  been  for 
the  Difiblution  of  certain  Companies  of  Merchants 
in  Brijlol^  whom  her  Majefty  had  incorporated  by 
her  Letiers  Patent?,  and  authorized  them  to  trade 
to  cenain  Places,  by  which  it  was  pretended  that 
the  publickand  iree  Trading  of  others  was  reftnin- 
cd  ;  and  at  Infl;  upon  the  Motion  of  xMr.  Fleetwood^ 
That  the  Bill  being  of  great  Weight,  might  be  fur- 
ther con  fidcred  of  by  the  Houfe,  and  the  Commit- 
tees be  ap{  ointed  at  fome  other  Time  ;  it  was  there- 
upon ordered.  That  they  fhouid  be  appointed  on  the 
Day  follow  iig,  vvhich  was  done  accordingly.' 

fo.'^.ot  'c^l^ng     ^^^  ^''-"^  ^^>'  ^^'^^  f^^^^»  ^"^  "°^  mentioned  in  the 
to  churth.        original  Journahy  a  Bill  for  coming  to  the  Service  of 

the 
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the  Church,  which  feems  to  be  a  Matter  of  great  Queen  Elizabeth. 
Moment,  by  the  following  Debate  about  it.  JS7i'  ' 

*  Mr.  Snagg  (hewed,  at  large,  the  Inconvenien- 
ces of  the  old  Law,  for  coming  to  Service :  For, 
faid  he,  by  the  former  Law  ir  was  enafted,  That 
the  Service  fhall  not  be  faid,  or  Sacraments  mini- 
ftred,  in  other  Sort  than  in  the  Book  of  Common- 
Prayer  is  prefcribed  ;  he  (hewed,  how  differently  the 
fame  was  ufed  in  many  Places,  from  the  prefcribed 
Rule  ;  as  where  no  Part  of  thofe  Prayers  were  ob- 
ferved,  but  a  Sermon,  and  feme  fuch  other  Prayers 
only  as  the  Minifter  fliall  think  good,  in  Place  there- 
of: Whereupon  have  great  Divlfions,  Difcords  and 
Diflikes  grown  amongft  and  between  great  Num- 
bers. And  fince  it  is  Law,  that  in  this  Sort  Service 
fhall  be  ufed,  and  that  whofoever  fhall  be  at  any  o- 
therForm  of  Service,  fhall  incur  the  Penalty  pre- 
fcribed, and  that  the  Minifters  neither  do,  nor  will 
do  herein,  as  they  (hould^  and  as  is  by  the  Law  pre- 
fcribed and  commanded.  He  thought  the  Proceed- 
ings, in  this  Kind,  (hould  occafion  a  Dilemma  in 
Mifchief:  For,  by  this  Law,  if  he  come  not,  he 
fliall  lofe  Twelvepence  ;  and  if  he  come  and  be  pre- 
fent,  and  the  Service  benotfaid  according  to  the  pre- 
fcribed Rule  of  the  Book,  he  fhall  lofe  a  hundred 
Marks. 

Mr.  Aglionhy^  Burgefs  of  the  Town  o{  Warwick^ 
moved,  the  Law  might  be  without  Exception  or 
Priviledge  for  any  Gentleman  in  rheir  private  Ora- 
tories. This  did  he  prove  to  be  fiiout  of  Flato  his 
Laws,  and  Cicero^  both  prefcribing  for  the  Obferva- 
tion  of  the  Law  an  I^quality  between  the  Prince 
and  the  poor  Man  ;  not  giving  Scope  to  the  one  a- 
bovethe  other.  A'.fo  he  remembrcd  the  Authority 
of  LaSiantius  Fir;;!ianus^  making  this  only  Differ- 
ence betwixt  Man  an  »  Beafl,  that  all  Men  do  know 
and  acknowlodee  that  there  is  a  God  ;  and  in  this 
Refpeft  there  fhould  be  no  Difference  between 
Man  and  Man  Withal,  he  faid,  the  more  noble 
the  Man,  the  more  Good  his  Example  may  do. 
He  therefore  concluded,  that  for  lb   much  of  the 

Law 
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Queen  Eiirabeth,  Law,  fo  the  fame  might  be  general,  he  was  of  good 
*57i'  liking  that  it  fliould  pafs.  But,  for  the  other  Matter, 
concerning  the  Receiving  of  the  Communion,  he 
argued,  That  it  was  not  convenient  to  inforce  Con- 
fciences.  And,  to  that  Purpofe,  he  fhewed  the  Au- 
thority of  Dodiors  ;  which  he  vouched,  without 
quoting  the  Place  or  Sentence.  He  faid  alfo,  That 
It  was  the  Opinion  of  Fathers,  and  learned  Men 
of  this  Land  j  and  therefore  w  ifhed  they  might  be 
confulted  with.  Finally,  he  concluded,  that  Bontff 
Leges  e  malis  moribui  proveniunt :  But  no  good  Laws 
can  make  a  bad  Man  fit  to  receive  that  great  My- 
ftery  of  God  above.  This  whole  Speech  he  tem- 
pered with  fuch  Difcretion,  as  in  fuch  Cafe  wag 
feemly.  And  whatfoever  he  fpake,  he  fpake  the 
fame  under  Correftion. 

*  Mr.  Strickland,  Handing  up,  firft  prayed  he 
might  be  excufed,  for  that  he  was  to  fpeak  on  a 
fudden,  and  unprovided.  For  the  firft,  he  approv- 
ed what  Mr.  Jlglionby  had  faid  :  For  the  Second, 
he  faid,  he  could  not  be  of  that  Mind ;  and  he 
vouched,  out  of  Efdras,  that  the  Church,  yea,  and 
the  Confciences  of  Men,  were,  by  the  Prophet, 
reftrained ;  withal,  he  faid,  Confcience  might 
be  free,  but  not  to  diflurb  the  Common  Quiet. 
He  fhewed  the  Pradice  and  Doings  of  the  People, 
the  Banifhment  of  the  ArianSy  i^c.  That  the 
Word  of  the  Prince,  for  Lack  of  Law,  mull  not 
be  tied.  The  Ifraelites,  he  faid,  were  con- 
drained  10  eat  the  Pailbver.  And,  finally,  he  con- 
cluded, That  it  was  no  Straitning  of  their  Confci- 
ences, but  a  Charge  or  Lofs  ol"  their  Goods,  if  they 
could  not  vouchfafe  to  be,  as  they  fhould  be,  good 
Men,  and  true  Chriftians. 

*  Mr.  Dalton  reafoned  to  this  EfFe6l,  That  there 
could  enfue  no  Inconvenience  by  ihofe  two  Laws, 
wliich  were  intended  to  be  contrary.  His  Reafon 
was,  except  the  Service  be  accorJing  to  the  Law» 
no  Man  is  bound  to  ftay  there  ;  no  more  than  if  he 
be  bound  to  come  and  hear  Service,  and  there  be  no 
.Service,  he  is  to  forfeit  his  Bond. 

«  Fo5 
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*  For   Anfwer  to  Mr.   Aglionly,  he  faid,    TheQueentr.atabetll 
Matters   of  Confcience  did  not  concern  the  Law-        js?** 
makers  ;  neither  were  they  to  regard  the  Error,  Cu- 
riolity,  orStifFneckednefs  of  the   evil,  ignorant,  or 
ffoward  Perfons.     For  be  it  they  did  proceed  order- 
ly to  the  Dilcharge  of  their  own  Confciences,    in 
making  the  Law,  let  them  care  for  the  reft  whotti  it 
behoveth.     He  was  of  Mind  that  Gentlemen  fhould 
not  be  excepted,  for  the  Caufes  aforefaid  ;  but,  he 
wifhed  Provifion  might  be  made  for  fuch  as  be  im- 
prifoned,  or  cannot  come  for  fear  of  Arrefts.     He 
wifhed  alfo,  that  the  Law  might  have  Continuance 
but  till  the  End  of  the  next  Parliament.' 

jipr'tl  the  1 2th,  when  the  Bill,  and  the  Additions 
to  it,  that  certain  Offences  ftiould  be  made  Treafon, 
was  read,  a  Debate  arofe,  in  which,  Mr.  Goodier, 
with  fome  Shew  of  former  Care  for  that  Caufe,  en- 
tred  into  the  Utterance  of  a  long  Speech,  and  Ipake 
to  this  Effeft  :  Fir  ft,  '  He  made  a  folemn  Protefta- 
tion  of  his  Sincerity,  Truth  and  Loyalty  to  her  Ma- 
jefty,  to  the  State,  and  to  the  Houfe.  Then  he 
fhewed  many  fingularand  true  Blellings,  which  we 
have  by  her  Highnefs's  Means,  and  religioufly  pray- 
ed for  her  Prefervation  -,  bur,  h's  whole  Difcourfe 
ftood  upon  thefe  three  Points,  What  he  thought  of 
the  Perfons  there  aflembled  ;  What  he  dilliked  in 
the  Matter  of  the  Bill  propounded  ^  and  why  he 
did  fo. 

*  Of  the  Perfons,  he  faid,  he  heartily  believed  the 
whole  Company  in  Truth  and  true  Mcaninti  to  have 
a  Care  and  hearty  Wellwifhing  for  her  Majefty's 
Safety,  acknowledging  and  repoling  in  her  the  very- 
Anchor  of  our  Safety  ;  but,  whether  all  were  with  a 
fincere  Meaning  to  the  State  of  the  Crown,  he 
knew  not  ;  but  rather  thoucihr  the  clean  contrary  : 
But  yet  of  the  moft  and  moft  honourable  he  thought 
nothing  amifs,  but  fomefurely,  he  faid,  were  doubly 
difpoleu,  and  with  a  favourable  Affection  bent  for 
lome  fpecial  Body. 

'  For  the  Subftance  of  the  firft  Bill,   he  find,  he 

was  of  clear  Mind,  well-liking,  and  approvin^r  the 

whole  Courfe  thereof ;  except,  quoth  he,  that  the 
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QoeenEiiraheth.  ^^^^  ^^  "°^  already,  by  former  Laws  provided  for  ; 
1571.  and  hereunto  he  t'uriher  added,  that  if  any  Man 
fhould  fay.  That  the  Papiftsdo  not  err  in  faying  or 
fpeaking  lb  ilanderoufly  of  her  Majefty,  the  fame  to 
be  taken  alfo  as  Treafon.  For  the  Additions  which 
concerned  the  firft  which  did  clearly  refpedl  the 
Time  paft,  as  to  make  Treafon  of  a  Fault  already 
committed,  which  at  the  Time  of  the  perpetrating 
of  the  fame  Offence,  was  not  in  the  fame  Degree  j 
it  was  a  Precedent  moil  perilous,  which  might  occa- 
iion  fuch  and  fo  great  Evils,  as  eafily  might  not  be 
conceived.  Of  prefent  Time,  Man's  Wifdom 
might  judge  ;  future  Times  Man's  Policy  may  reach 
to  :  But  to  call  again  theTimepaft,or  toraife  what 
is  dead  in  any  Kind,  Man  may  not  ;  nor,  in  Rea- 
fon,  is  it  to  be  prefumed.  The  like,  he  faid,  had 
not  been  feen  ;  and  where  he  hath  read  thoufands  of 
Laws,  yet  did  he  never  find  fuch  a  Precedent.  An 
Extremity  rare,  and  never  pracJ^ifed,  no  not  inthefe 
the  greateft  Matters  of  Faith  and  Religion,  that  we 
do  now  fo  earneftly  treat  of. 

'  The  Enemy  to  God  and  our  State  (the  Papifta 
1  meanj  is  moft  hateful.  Yet  is  no  Man  lo  hardly 
bent,  as  to  have  them  punifhed,  much  lefs  to  fuffer 
Death,  for  what  is  paft.  Whether  her  Majefty 
hath  pardoned  what  is  paft,  we  do  not  know,  and 
whether  her  Highnefs's  Pleafure  be  that  it  fhould  be 
talked  of,  no  Man  yet  hath  made  a  Report.  With- 
al, it  may  haply  occafion  Dillike  between  her 
Majefty  and  the  HouTe,  which  were  odious  and  hate- 
ful ;  but  doubtlefs,  he  prophefied  it  would  occafion 
Peril,  fuch  and  fo  great,  that  the  greateft  Speakers 
therein,  yea  thofe  who  fhould  give  them  moft  and 
beft  Words,  could  give  no  Warranties.  Neither  is 
it  that  the  Sequel  thereof  might  be  warranted  for 
the  R.ght  of  a  Crown,  which  Words  may  not  be 
ftrainedor  ftrairned. 

'  Thus  much  confidercd,  and  the  Prince  being 
herein  not  as  yet  determined,  he  therefore  adviled, 
and  more  than  fo  by  Words  of  Vchemency  urged 
Stay.  He  farther  faid,  that  the  Penningof  the  firft 
Article  of  the  Additions  was  clouded  and  involved 

with 
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with  fecret  Underftandings,  not  to  be  underftood  but  Qug^^  EJi««beth, 
by  fuch  as  more curioufly  could,  and  more  cunning-  J57t. 
would,  look  thereinto  than  he.  For  Matters  of 
Title  of  the  Crown,  he  faid,  he  neither  knew  any, 
nordurfl  to  intermeddle  or  take  Knowledge  of  any  ; 
and  concluding,  he  faid,  that  for  Obfcurity  of  the 
Senfe,  he  muft  needs  condemn  the  fame,  fince  that 
Veritas  e/i  nuda^fimplex  &  plana. 

'  Sir  Thomas  Smithy  her  Majefty's  principal  Se- 
cretary, neither  condemning  nor  approving  of  what 
had  before  been  fpoken  by  Mr.  Goodier,  made  men-# 
tion.  That  the  Bill  might  be  divided,  left  the  one 
•might  be  the  Hindrance  of  the  other. 

*  Mr.  Norton^  in  hisaccuftomed  Manner  of  natu- 
ral Eloquence,  fitft  fhewed  that  the  Aflembly 
fhould  be  free  of  Speech,  fo  that  the  fame  did  not  ex- 
ceed the  Bounds  of  Loyalty;  and  as  in  Speech  free, 
fo  ought  it  alfo  to  be  free  of  unjuft  Slanders,  and  un- 
deferved  Reproaches.  For  fo  much  as  might  con- 
cern him,  he  protefted  that  he  neither  thought,  nor 
meant  any  other  Title  than  the  fole  Prefervation  of 
her  Majefty  ;  and  to  this  End  was  heand  the  whole 
Houfe  fas  he  fuppofed)  fettled  and  bent  j  (he  being 
of  this  Realm,  not  only  in  refpeft  of  our  Guods  and 
Lives  the  lingular  Stay,  but  for  Truth  and  Relig'on, 
yea  of  al!  Chridendom  not  Magna,  but  in  all  the 
WorL!  Spec'.ofa.  And  fince  that  ConfuJtation  i,  no 
other  than  Confultare  in  Commune^  he  v/as  as  well  to 
remove  the  Surmife  of  Ambiguity,  as  the  Slander 
raifed  ofany  Doublenefs  in  him  ;  the  Words,  quoth 
he,  are  plain,  thef-  and  n.o  other  ;  that  w-hatioever 
Perfon,  during  the  Life  of  her  Majefty,  hath  or  fhall 
imagine,  inten.!.  or  go  about,  the  Depoling,  ^r. 
them  and  then  Hei'-sto  be  barred  of  any  Tiil>, 

'  And,  faith  he,  where  Ambition  hath  once  en- 
tered, luch  is  the  Nature  of  the  fame,  that  never  it 
willh-  fatisficd  :  And  the  Thirft  for  a  Kingdom  is 
u-quenchable.  Withal,  in  common  Rlxperience.  we 
fet;,  that  between  two,  for  a  fmall  Matter  in  Suit, 
when  it  fhall  pafs  againfl  the  one,  though  by  perfect 
Trial,  yet  will  he  who  lofcth  never  acknowledge 
that  he  had  either  offered,  or  defended  an  Injurv, 
H3  Hs 
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QucenEiizabcth.  He  faid,  For  Working  of  great  Matters,  great  Time 
'571.  is  required  ;  and  fuch  a  Mifchief,  as  to  overthrow  a 
Crown,  is  not  in  a  Day  compared  i  and  therefore 
wliat  hereafter  is  thought,  or  meant  to  be  executed, 
is  already  begun,  compafled  and  devi.'ed.  Time 
muft  therefore  be  taken,  and  therefore  in  Time,  and 
at  all  Times,  it  is  to  be  prevented. 

'  Where  it  is  faid,  The  like  hath  not  been  feen, 
and  a  Miracle  made  of  it,  as  if  there  were  never  for- 
mer Precedents  ever  feen  of  the  like,  or  ever  heard 
of  before.     It  is  no  longer  fince  than  in  Queen  Ma- 
*ry\  Time,  when  to  the  Parliament  it  was  fuggefted, 
that  the  Congregations  in  the  City  of  London  af- 
fembled,  did  ufe  this  Kind  of  Prayer  to  God,  either 
to  convert  her,  or  confound  her.     Whereupon  it 
■was  enadted.  That  every  Perlon  whofo,  and  in  fuch 
Sort,  had  prayed,  or  who  fo  after  flioulJ  pray,  fhould 
be  taken  for  a  Traitor.     The  Cafe  of  Bennet  Smith 
is  not  fo  ftrange,  nor  fo  long  fince,  but  it  may  be  rc- 
membred  ;  his Trmfgreflion  was  not  fuch,  nor  fo 
to  be  adjudged  at  the  Time  of  the  Oflence  perpetra- 
ted, as  It  was  afterwards  ;   yet  by  Authority  of  Par- 
liarr.ent   the  Offence  precedent    was  from  the  old 
Nature  ahercd  ;  and  he,  who  before  at  the  Time  of 
the  Offence,  until  the  making  of  the  Law,  was  not 
to  be  privileged  but  by  his  Clergy,  was  now  by  an 
Adl  made  after,  by  Judgment  executed.     And  iince 
in  the  Cafe  of  a  private  M.>n,  as  was  tiiis  oi  Bennet 
Smith,  luch  Confidcration,and  fuch  good  Difcretion 
was  ufed,  who  can  imagine  ii  to  be  cdious  ?     Nay, 
who  is  it,  that  would  not  ihc  like  or  greater  Care  to 
be  had  of  a  Prince,  and  cfpecially  of  fo  good  and 
vir;ucu.-^  a  Prince,  as  fl:e,  of  whom  cur  Conference 
is  now  ?     But  yet  we  are  chu:gfd   with  partial  Af- 
fection, urfettlcd  Minds,  anJ    Doublenels.     Whe- 
ther this  Speech  nov/  be  rm  Offence  to  the  Houfe, 
he  earncflly  craved  the  Judgment  of  the    Houfe. 
For  that  it  might  fctm  by  the  Gentleman's  Earntft- 
n' fs  who  Ipake,  that  fomc  one  h.sFiiends,  whom 
he  was  bent  to  ferve,  would  be  touched.     Where- 
upon, for  his  own  Part,  he  e!t-focns  protefted,  he 
had  noctrtain  Kefolution  with  himfelfofany  Title, 

but 
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but  was  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  Confent  of  that  Af-QueenEilzabeth. 
fembly  ;  howfoever,  adding  further,  if  his  Motions  1571. 
might  fo  fort,  as  they  were  liked,  he  offered  this  Pro- 
vifo  to  be  added,  That  if  any  fuch  Perfon,  who  had 
made  any  fuch  Claim,  fhall  difclaim  and  renounce 
all  Title  during  her  Highnefs's  Life,  the  fame  Per- 
fon, ^c.  to  be  then  reftored  to  the  old  Eftate. 

'  Mr.  Comptroller,  after  fome  Declaration  of 
Grief,  perceiving  the  Matter  grow  to  Heat,  as  verily 
the  greateft  Number  of  the  Houfe  were  more  than 
moved  with  Mr  Goodier's  Speech,  and  that  Men 
were  difpofed  to  talk  at  1  .rge  of  Matters  contrary  or 
repugnant  to  the  Bill,  moved  that  it  might  be  feve- 
red i  becaufe  (he  firft  Part  came  in,  and  was  exhihi* 
'  ted  to  that  Houle  by  her  Majefty's  learned  Council  ; 
tlie  other  was  but  the  Advice  of  a  private  Man  ; 
which  Advice,  though  it  juftlydeferved  Commenda- 
tion, yet  was  it  not,  in  his  Fancy,  to  be  Joined  with 
that  which  came  in  other  Sort. 

'  Mr.  Snagg  argued  to  this  Effedl,  That  in  mak- 
ing of  Laws,  Plamnefs  of  Speech  ihould  be  ufed,  all 
Intrapments  to  be  fhunned  and  avoided.  And  here 
he  moved,  why  the  Statute  of  Edw.  3.  whereby  it 
is  enaded.  That  all  fuch,  who  fhall  endeavour,  com- 
pafs  or  imagine  the  Death  of  the  King,  &c.  {hould 
be  Traitors,  esc.  fhould  not  be  laid  fufficient,  reach- 
ing as  far,  and  comprehenditigas  much,  as  this  latter 
Advice.  For  the  Regard  of  the  Time  pad,  he  fad, 
he  could  have  no  good  liking  thereof,  nd  what  was 
praclifed  in  Queen  Mary's  Time  (under  Correcti- 
on) he  took  lobe  no  charitable  Precelent  ;  concer- 
ning the  Authority  of  the  Parliament,  he  did  con- 
clude nothing,  but  fiidit  was  a  Prevention. 

.>  Sir  Francis  Knolles  (hewed.  That  he  could  not 
utterly  diflike  the  conjoining  of  the  Additions,  fith 
that  they  rife  all  of  one  Ground,  and  that  they  both 
are  good  and  charitable  ;  whereof  he  acknowledged 
her  Highnefs  to  have  Intelligence,  and  the  Caufe 
already  to  have  been  in  Conference  by  her  Counlel. 
And  for  the  Word  [hath)  he  faith  it  contained  no 
fuch  Abfurdiiy,  but  with  good  Zeal  it  might  be 
maintained.  And  therefore  fuch  Vehemency  and 
H  3  Sharp- 
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QueeoEiizabeth.^^^rpnefs  of  Speech,  he  faid,  was  more  than  requi- 
1571.  i\i^,  yea  more  than  convenient.  And  as  for  the 
Obfcurity,  he  faid,  of  Men  that  would  mean  well, 
it  could  not  be  mifconftrued  ;  and  to  ftay  or  pre- 
vent Devices  paft,  he  thought  it  but  honeft  Policy, 
which  being  otherwife  ufedin  a  Prince's  Cafe,  is  not 
to  be  difliked.  He  remembred  her  Highnefs's  Un- 
willingnefs  to  punifli  fuch  Offences,  and  therefore 
though  the  Law  be  {harp,  yet  fuch  is  her  Mildnefs, 
that  if  any  have  offended  for  fo  much  as  may  con- 
cern her  Perfon,  furely  he  thought  it  would  not  be 
executed  ;  and  her  Clemency  tempered  with  Au- 
thority could  never  grow  to  Cruelty,  wherein  what 
his  Confcience  was,  he  thought  not  fit  to  make  fur- 
ther Shew  thereof  j  but  fimply  and  plainly  he  would 
deal  herein,  not  meaning  to  treat  in  fuch  Sort,  as 
if  he  thought  to  deferve  Thanks,  or  any  Thing  of 
her  Majefty  i  for  what  he  did,  he  did  it  alfo  as  mind- 
ful of  his  own  Safety. 

*  Another  fpake  (whofe  Name  is  not  exprefled 
in  the  aforefaid  anonymous  Journalj  (hewing  the 
Weight  of  the  Matter,  which  was  then  in  Hand, 
to  reft  as  well  on  the  general  Safety  of  the  Subjedl, 
as  on  the  Prefervation  of  her  Majefty 's  Perfon;  and 
therefore  he  could  not  but  approve  the  Effed  of  the 
whole,  both  in  Bill  and  Addition  j  albeit  for  the 
Pains  in  the  Bill  he  was  fomewhat  variant  from  that 
which  was  there  offered,  and  in  the  Undcrftanding 
of  Ibnie  Words  he  was  doubtful ;  as  for  the  Word. 
Compajjlngy  he  made  fome  Queftion  ;  of  this,  hdily 
Hurt,  he  had  no  perfcd  Intelligence,  fince  the  Hurt 
of  Body  may  grow  by  Grief  of  Mind,  and  Grief  of 
Mind  perhaps  by  fmall  Caufe.  He  alfo  laid,  that 
faving  'n  the  Statute  of  27  H.  8.  he  hath  not  read 
it.  But  further,  he  faid,  that  he  that  would  not  al- 
low her  for  lawful  Queen,  in  his  Conceit,  (hould 
alfo  be  calleil  i  Tiiitor;  but  for  the  fpeaking  of 
thofe  moft  ilandcrous  Words  of  Heretlck,  Infidel, 
Schi:ma:ic,  he  W(  jld  not  any  Man  to  be  for  the 
iirft  Oiit-ncc  taken  as  a  Traitor;  for  that  the  not 
acknovvle^iging  t  r  the  Supremacy,  being  a  far  greater 
Oficnce,  is  but  ;he  Pain  of  Pramunire.     And  tJiere- 

forc. 
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fore,  except  the  fame  Offence  alfo  might  be  made  Queen  Elizabeth. 
Treafon,  he  could  not  like  thereof.     But  if  it  fhould        1571. 
fo  feem  to  them  good,  that  it  fhould  be  as  he  indeed 
wifhed,  then  was  he  well  pleafed  to  put  them  both 
to  one  Predicament. 

'  And  for  the  Word  Heretic^  he  faid,  that  the 
Papifts  all,  of  Force  muft  be  fo.ced  to  fay,  Her  Ma- 
]e?iy  is  one  ;  or  that  they  themfclves  muft  be  con- 
tent to  carry  the  Name,  and  to  be  noted  Nomine^  as 
they  are  Re  et  Vei  itete  Heretics,  which  Nnme  they 
willingly  will  not  bear.  He  further  iaid,  that  with 
the  reft  of  'hofc  Words  of  Slander,  he  thought  it 
mighr.  do  well  to  infert  the  Name  Papi/L  That  if 
any  Man  fhould  i\y  her  Majelly  to  bean  Jnfidel, 
Pnpift,  or  Heretic,  t?V.  to  be  aTraytor;  for  that 
fome  fay,  there  are  in  thefe  Days  that  do  not  fpare 
to  fay,  Her  Mdjefty  is  of  another  Relijfion  than  is 
publifhed  ;  that  it  is  fhe  fole  Doing  of  the  Counfel- 
lors,  whereby  the  Dodrine  (in  Sort  as  it  is^  is  thus 
publifhed,  and  not  her's.  He  alfo  added,  that  his 
W.fh  was,  that  no  Man  might  be  attainted  of  thefe 
Words,  except  the  Speech  or  Publication  might  be 
teftified  by  two  Witnefles.  For  the  Additions,  he 
faid,  Afliiredly  they  might  not  be  fevered  from  the 
firft  Bill,  not  only  as  they  are  Matters  materially  de- 
pending on  the  firft,  but  ftretchlng  fo  far  to  the 
Maintenance  of  the  firft,  that  without  them  the  firft 
may  feem  to  be  nothing.  For,  faid  he,  there  can  be 
no  Remedy  provided,  except  the  Caufe  of  the  Grief 
be  known,  and  the  fame  Caufe  removed  ;  where- 
in the  Rebels  of  the  North  gave  clear  Experiment : 
For  doubtlefs,  when  they  pretended  Reformation  of 
Religion,  they  thought  to  rend  up  the  Ground,  and 
fubvert  the  Stay  thereof,  which  was  her  Majefty's 
Perfon ;  and  by  them  he  wifhed  us  to  learn  at  laft, 
and  to  wax  wifer.  He  faid,  the  Court  of  Chancery 
will  ftraitly  decree  for  faving  and  quiet  keeping  of  a 
quiet  PoiieiTion,  often  looking  to  ordering  Things 
before  paft,  and  fhal!  not  the  Court  of  Parliament 
do  the  like  for  the  Title  of  the  Crown  ?  And  the 
ancient  Laws  of  the  Realm  (he  faid)  do  main -jfi  the 
lame,  as  long  before  the  35  H,  8  the  Stat.  5  E.  3. 

in 
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Qieenllizabeth.'"  fuch  like  Cafcshath  ordained,  that  the  Heir  cf  the 
J571.        Father's  Offence   fliall  be  puniflied  ;  conjule  locum 
citatum. 

•  Mr.  Mounfon  faid.  It  were  horrible  to  fay,  that 
the  Parliament  hath  no  Authority  to  determine  of 
the  Crown  ;  for  then  would  enfue,  not  only  the  an- 
nihilating of  the  Statute  35  H.  8.  but  that  the  Sta- 
tute made  in  the  firft  Year  of  her  Majefty's  Reign, 
of  Recognition,  (hould  alfo  be  laitl  void  ;  a  Matter 
containing  a  greater  Confequence  than  is  convenient 
to  be  uttered. 

'  Mr.  Heneage  moved  the  Houfe  to  this  EfTeO, 
that  either  the  Bill  for  Addition  fhould  be  fevered, 
or  both  to  be  referred  to  the  Queen's  learned  Coun- 
fel,  to  confiier  of  the  Convenienoy  thereof;  and 
then  by  them  to  be  exhibited,  C5V.  but  of  his  Opini- 
on he  yielded  no  further  Reafon. 

*  Mr.  Long^  a  young  Gentleman,  would  have 
proved  the  Word  {have)  and  a  Regard  of  the  Time 
pad,  not  to  be  amifs,  for  that  at  'he  Time  of  the 
Offence  the  Malice  of  the  Offender  was  as  great  as 
it  is  at  this  prefent. 

'  Mr. //>^/tc";ci  endeavoured  10  prove  theover- 
cVp.rging  of  the  Bill  wiih  larger  Words  than  were 
convenient,  and  more  Proviibes  than  were  to  the 
Purpofe,  to  have  been  the  Overthrow  of  that  which 
was  truly  meant  ;  wherein  the  cunning  Adverfary, 
V  »  en  he  kiioucth  not  how  to  fubverr  directly,  will 
by  this  Mer.n;.  e<ilily  and  fubtilly  infert  more,  pre- 
tending a  Face  of  more  Forwardnt  fs  than  the  reft, 
when  indeed  his  Heart  is  bent  to  the  Hindrance  of 
the  whole.  For  Prrof  and  Experience  hereof,  he 
remembred  the  cunning  Prelates  in  Henry  the 
Fourth'si  Time,  and  iifterwards  in  Edward  the 
Fourth'?  Time,  when  King  Edviard  required  the 
Supprtlling  of  all  fuch  Abb.'cs  as  King  H.  6.  had 
crt<ftcd.  "Fo  iiinder  this,  contrary  to  the  King's 
Meaning,  lon^e  would  needs  add  the  Colleges  in 
Cofnbfidgc  wh'cli  by  him  were  alfo  founded  ;  to 
which,  ^■.he:l  by  no  Mcais  tl.e  Hoi  le  could  be  in- 
duce.',;!- V  ell  the  Intent  of  the  fiill,  as  of  the  laft, 
was  fubveiti.d. 

f  The. 
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<  The  like  he  remembred  alfo  of  the  fecondOa"" Elizabeth.' 
Year  of  of  H.-j.  in  matter  of  Treafon,  which  all  *^^'' 
Men  would  have  yielded  unto ;  the  counterfeit 
Friend  heaped  in,  to  give  the  King  free  Liberty  of 
Reftitution  to  whom  he  would,  of  all,  both  Goods 
and  Pofleflions,  whereof  the  Inconveniency  being 
feen,  Stay  was  made  of  the  whole.  So  that,  what 
Men  may  not  do  dircdly,  with  Face  of  further 
Friendship  they  do  covertly.  He  concluded  there- 
fore, it  were  well,  and  mofcfafe,  to  make  two  Bills, 
and  to  be  referred  to  the  Queen's  learned  Counfel, 
as  Mr.  Heneage  had  well  divided. 

'  Mr.  Serjeant  Manwood^  iirft  anfwering  the 
Meaning  of  the  Words  (hodily  Hurt)  faid,  It  muft 
be  intended  when  Violence  and  Force  is  done  or  of- 
fered to  the  Body,  and  not  otherwife,  or  elfewhere. 
And  whether  the  Words  of  Slander  fhould  be  Trea- 
fon, he  thought  that  there  was  great  Reafon  they 
fliould  be  ;  for  f quoth  he)  who  fo  fhal!  affirm  her 
Highnefs  to  bean  Heretic,  doth  doubtlefs  wifh  her 
the  Pains  of  an  Heretic,  viz.  to  be  burnt,  l^c.  He 
further  would  have  to  be  added  to  thefe  Words  of 
the  Bill,  That  whofoever  fliall  affirm  himfelf  to  have 
Title,  l^c.  to  be  a  Traitor.  He  was  of  further  O- 
pinion,  that  it  fhould  be  no  Clogging  to  the  Bill,  to 
have  Matter  of  the  fame  Nature  added;  being  alfo 
provided  for  the  fame  Put  pofe,  as  good,  confequent, 
and  neceflarily  concurring  with  the  EfFedt  of  the 
Bill.  And  for  the  Authority  of  the  Parliament,  he 
faid,  It  could  not,  in  reafonable  Conftru6tion,  be  o- 
therwife,  for  whofo  fliouIJ  deny  that  Authority, 
doth  deny  the  Queen  to  be  Queen,  and  the  Realm 
to  be  a  Realm. 

'  After  which,  Mr.  Jlford  ^r\^  Mr.  Ddlton  {pzke 
feverallyto  the  faid  Bill,  touching  certain  Offences, 
to  be  made  Treafons.  Whofe  Speeches  containing 
no  new  Matter  at  all  in  them,  more  than  hath  been 
formerly  fpoken,  are  omitted  in  that  often- before- 
cited  anonymous  Journal^  out  of  which  all  thefe  fore- 
going Speeches  are  tranfcribcd.  After  all  which, 
the  Bufmels  was  at  length  brought  to  this  Head, 
to  be  referred  to  a  Committee. 

<  All 
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Queen EHzabeth.      *  All  the  Privy  Council   being  Members   of  this 
'?7i.         Houfe,  Sir   Chrijiopher  Heyden^    Sir  Henry  Nevilly 
Sir  Nicholas   Arnold^  Mr.    Serjeant  Manwood,  Mr. 
Serjeant  Jeoffry^    Mr.   Hetieoge^  Mr.  Moaks^   Mr. 
7^/;/?  Faughan,  Mr.  i?^//,    Mr.  Mounfon^  Mr.  /'cd- 
^^w,  Mr.  Norton^  Mr.  Dalton^  Mr.  f'leetwcodj  Mr. 
Telverton^Mr.  Goodier^  Mr.  A'ford  zvi<i  M.t.Long^ 
were  appointed  to  meet  in  the  Star  Chamber. 
-^r/7  13th,  the  Bill  for  lupprtfllng  of  S.mi-ny  in 
^f^'^'^  °^y  ^^j."  Prefentations  to  Benefices  was  read  the  fir  It  l^ime, 
fingof  SimTny  j  o»  which  Mr.  5;7<?^^  oblerved,  *  That  the  Caule  of 
the  Slanders,  which   the  Fapills    have  ag:;itill   ihe 
Church  of  England,  in  that  they  fay  Cot  Krs,  Tay- 
lois,  Tmkcrs,    Millers,  ^V.  are   of  the   Miniirry, 
groweth    hereby,  that  the  Livings  are  dci^.neu  by 
the  Patrons  from  the  Spiritual,  in  their  (.>■  n  Hands, 
to  their  own  private  Ufts ;  whereas  the  hni  Origi- 
nal of  the  Creation  of  Fan orages  being  confideied, 
it  appeareth    that  nothing   i:j  left  to    ihc  Matron  of 
Right.     The  Manner  of  their  Original  ht  (hewed 
-at  large,  and  that  the  fame  was  granted  Dec  et  £(' 
ctejia-y  and  concluded  thai  the  Patron  had  nothing  of 
Worth   or    Value,  but  a  bare  Nominaiion,  if  it  be 
truly  ufed  ;  fii:ce  hat,  dealing  fincerely,  he  is  neither 
to  reipccl  Commodity,  Bloi^  0,    Affccition,  Friend- 
flii|',  norany  tlungelfe,  bjt  the  Worth  and  Suflici- 
er.cy  ot  the  Man,  ^V.' 

The  lame  Day  the  Bill  againil  Vagabonds  was 
Amthfr 'cla'iDg  re?.d  a  firrt  l^nie,  .tnd,  tho'  not  ufual  in  fuch  Cafes, 
to  Vagabonds,     (jiven,  Spccchesenlued,  of  which  thi;^  is  an  Abftrad  ; 

*  M.  St.  y^^w  incved,  that  an  old  Bill,  before 
ths  riPiiC  exihbitcd  inio  the  Lower  Houfe,  con- 
cerning this  M  It  i.r,  nught  be  perufed. 

*  Ml.  Satidyi  endeavoured  to  prove  this  Law  for 
'Rc'^'/'.xiy  to  be  over  Ih-.rp  .^nd  blcoly,  (tanding 
mu<  h  on  iht-  Care  vhich  is  to  be  had  for  the  Poor ; 
laying,  Thar  it  migh  be  polTible  with  lome  Travail 
had  by  liic  Ju,':  iccs,  to  relieve  every  Man  at  his  own 
Hi'ufe,  an.;  10  iiay  them  from  wandering.  This 
E\}>' ri^n  e  he  Oiewed,  and  what  was  done  in  the 
Couiiiy    of   IVcrceJler.      Mr.  Treafurer  talked  to 

this 
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this  Effedt,  That  he  would  have  a  Bridewell  in  e- Queen  Elizabeth, 
very  Town,  and  every  Tipler   in  the   County  to       *S7'' 
yield    twelve  Pence   yearly  to  the    Maintenance. 
thereof. 

*  Mr.  Wilfon,  a  Matter  of  the  Requefts,  argued, 
thus.  That  Poor  of  necefllty  we  muft  have,  for  fo 
Chrift  hath  faid,  until  his  fecond  Coming:  And,  as 
true  it  is,  faid  he  alfo.  That  Beggars,  by  God's 
Word,  might  not  be  amongft  his  People  :  Ne  fit 
Mendicus  inter  vos.  His  Experience  he  (hewed 
through  the  greateft  Part  of  Chriftendom,  conclu- 
ding, that  fuch  Loofenefs  and  Lewdnels  was  no 
where  as  here  :  He  faid,  It  was  no  Charity  to  give 
fuch  a  one  as  we  know  not,  being  a  Stranger  unto 
us.  Thus,  faid  he,  did  the  Locretifes  conftitute  by 
their  Laws.  Even  as  of  Thieves  did  the  Grecians 
judge  of  them.  To  the  Pain  of  the  Conltables  for 
their  remifs  Dealings,  he  wifhed  might  be  conjoined 
Imprifonment/ 

On  che  14th,  the  Bill  for  Reformation  of  the  Book  Debate  gp  a  Bill 
of  Common  Prayer  was  read  a  firft  Time,  which  fo'^''^f°'^'"'"e  the 
occafioned  another  Debate :  ^°'"'"°"  ^'^y"' 

'  Mr.  Treafurer  of  her  Majefty's  Houfhold 
reafoned  to  this  Effedl,  That  if  the  Matters  menti- 
oned to  be  reformed  were  Heretical,  then  verily 
they  were  prefently  to  be  condemned  ;  but  if  they 
are  but  Matters  of  Ceremony,  then  it  behoveth  us 
to  refer  the  fame  to  her  Majefty,  who  hath  Autho- 
rity, as  Chief  of  the  Church,  to  deal  herein.  And 
for  us  to  meddle  wi^h  Matters  of  her  Prerogative, 
quoth  he,  it  were  not  expedient.  Withal,  he  faid, 
what  Caufe  there  might  be  to  make  her  Majefty  not 
to  run  and  join  with  thofe  who  feem  to  be  moft 
earneft,  we  are  not  to  fearch  ;  whether  it  be,  for 
that  in  Time  and  Order  (he  hopeiij  to  bring  xhem 
with  her,  or  what  other  fecret  Caufe  oi  Scruple 
there  might  be  in  the  Heart  of  Princes,  it  is  not  for  all 
People  to  know. 

'  Mr.  Comptroller  argued  to  this  Effccl,  as  afore, 
^onitnending  the  Zeal,  but  that  the  Place  and  Time 

wer? 
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tofcn Elizabeth,  were  not  fit.  And  fmce  we  acknowledge  her  to  be 
1571.  Supream  Head,  we  axq  not  in  thcfe  petty  Matters  to 
run  before  the  BalU  which  to  do,  and  therein  to 
offend,  were  great  Folly  ;  how  forwarned  we  were 
herein,  he  did  then  refer  to  our  Confiueration,  infi- 
nuating  in  fnme  fort,  that  our  heady  and  hafty  Pro- 
ceedings, contrary  to  and  before  the  Law,  did  rather 
hinder  th-in  help. 

'  Hereupon  Mr.  Pifor^  with  a  grave  and  feemly 
Counten.ince,  and  good  natural  tluquence,  fliewed 
how  Con Icience  enforced  him  to  fpealc ;    and  rather 
to  hazard  hi-.  Credit  than  to  the  Offence  of  his  Con- 
fcience  be  filent.     Aibeit    he    would  acknowledge 
wiHinglv,  that  many  Hundreds  of  ihit  honourable 
and  worihipful  Aflembly',  were  able  to  teach  him, 
and  he  in^Jeed  willing  to  learn  of  them  all.     The 
Matter  of  his  Grief  was,   that  Matters  of  Impor- 
tance Handing  us  upon  for  our  Souls,  ftretchin^  higk- 
er  and  further  to  e\  cry  one  of  us  than    the  Monar- 
chy of  the  whoic  World,  were  either  not  ireatedof, 
or  fo  ilenderly,  that  now  after  m^^re  than  ten  Days 
continual  Conluliaiion,  noihir.j^  was   thereon  con- 
cluded.    This  Caule  he  (hewed  lobe  God's,  the  reft 
are  all  but  terrene,  yta  Trifics  in  Comparifon  ;  call 
you  them  never  fo  great,  or  pretend  you,  that  they 
import  never  lu  much  ;  SuMidics,   Crowns,  King- 
dvms,  he  knew  not,  he  laid,  What   they  we;e  in 
Comparifon  of  this;  this, he  faid,  I  know,  whereof 
he  moil  thankeu  God,  priwum  qUiS'iie  Regnum  Deiy 
tj  cat  era  ornnia  adj'.cienturvobis.     This  Rule  is  the 
Dircition,  ani   ihis    Defire  Ihall   bring  us   to  the 
Light,  wheicupon  we  m:.y  (lay,  and  then  proceed 
unto  the  reH   ;  for  in  his  Word,  and  by  him   wc 
karn,   r^s   faith  St.  Paul^  to  corrc(^t,  reform,  iJc. 
Our  true  f-Iome  certainly  is  not  here,  Non  habefnus 
h'lcpeim  ::ientem  Civifatem  :  And  the  Juftice  of  God 
moved  Terror  unio  all,  which  he  feemcd  to  mean 
concerning  il;e  Bill  before  mentioned  of  Strick'and^s 
PiDjiv^fitic^r .      And  fo  did  let  it    forth   with  Vehe- 
jnency,  "u't  there  lacked  no  Modelly  ;  and  with  fuch 
KioquciKC,  that  It  neither  feemed  lludicd,    nor  too 

muck 
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much  afFeded,   but  grave  and  learned  throughout, QueenEUzabeth, 
and  no  whit  too  long,  but  very  well  approved  of.  1571. 

'  And  after  him  Mr.  Snagg,  and  far  after  fiim  in- 
deed, either  for  Order,  Proof,  or  Matter,  he  entered 
into  the  Difcourfe  of  Strickland's  Articles,  and  feem- 
ed  to  maintain  them  ,  this  namely,  not  to  kr.eel  at 
the  receiving  of  the  Communion,  but  rather,  if  a 
Law  hereof  fhould  be  made,  to  he  proftrate,  to  fhun 
the  old  Superllition  ;  or  otherwife  to  fet  every  Man 
at  Liberty,  and  in  this  Behalf  to  do  according  to  his 
Confcience  and  Devotion,  he  judged  it  to  be  no- 
thing derogatory  or  contrary  to  the  Prerogative  ; 
and  the  Diredion,  he  thought  fit  to  be  left  out  of  the 
Book,  which  fhould  be  a  Law,  iif. 

*  After  which  Arguments,  it  was,  upon  the  Que- 
ftion,  agreed.  That  a  Petition  fh(^u!d  be  made  by 
this  Houfe  unto  the  Queen's  Majefty,  for  her  Li- 
cence and  Privity  to  proceed  in  this  Bill,  before  it  be 
any  further  dealt  in.' 

*  The  fame  Day  the  Bill  againft  Licences  and 
Difpenfations,   granted  by  the  Archbifhop  of  C^«-  ggtinft  Lkences, 
terburyy    v/as    put  to    the  Qi.ieftion,  Whether   it  &c,  by  the  Abp. 
fhould  be  read  or  no  ?     It  v^as  over-i-uled  in  the°^C'"^"^"'^y' 
Affirmative,  and  had   thereupon  its  firft  Reading. 

After  which,  Mr.  ^//2;/7/ (although  a  Bill  be  not  ufu- 
ally  fpoken  unto  till  after  the  fecond  Reading)  fpake 
againft  tlie  Bill ;  and  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  Li- 
cences for  Marriages  in  fome  Cafes  might  be  need- 
ful, and  that  Difpenfations  alfo  for  Non-refidence 
might,  upon  fome  Occalion,  be  of  great  Neceflity  ; 
•as  if  a  Minirter  fhould  be  employed  upon  fome  Fo- 
reign Ambaflage,  or  other  Matter  ofgreat  Weight. 

'  Mr  Teherton  much  difliked,  asit  fliould  leem, 
Mr.  y/^w"i's  Speech  ;  and  fn^ke  very  vehemently  in 
Maintenance  of  the  Bill,  alledging,  that,  as  he 
thought,  no  good  Chriftian  c  uld  be  .igainfi  it  ;  m 
refpeitthat  by  the  very  Words  cif  the  J^iliic  appears, 
that  it  was  only  framed  'or  the  Suppitfllon  of  fuch 
Licences  and  DifpenfationSj  as  wereconrrary  to  the 
Word  of  God. 

*  Mr.  Dalton  fpake  next,  aa-ainft  the  Bill  ;  and 
grounded  his  Opinion  only   upon  t-^iis  vain  Suppo- 

litijn. 
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Queea  Elizabeth.  fiiJon*  That  a  Bifliop  Can  do  nothing  contrary  to 
1751.       the  Word  of  God. 

'  Mr.  Beadle  fpake  next,  in  Maintenance  of  the 
Bill  i  but  theSubftanceof  his  Speech  is  fo  briefly  and 
imperfedlly  fet  down,  as  it  cannot  be  gathered  what 
his  Reafons  were. 

*  Mr.  Minvoood  fpake  very  judicioufly  and  mo- 
derately, allowing  well  the  Scope  and  Meaning 
of  the  Law  ;  but  wifhed,  thatin  refpe<^  it  mentioneth 
the  Redrefs  of  many  Grievances,  thofe  fame  Griev- 
ances might  firft  be  particularly  made  known  to  the 
Houfe,  before  the  Bill  were  any  farther  proceed- 
ed in. 

*  Mr.  Fleetwood  approved  the  Bill,  yet  fpake  not 
directly  for  it  ;  but  very  covertly  guirded  at  the  Ec- 
clefiaftical  Judges,  and  the  Office  of  Faculties  ; 
Ihewing  alio  in  the  Gjnclufion  of  his  Speech,  that 
Livings  are  given  to  Minifters  for  the  inftrudling  the 
King  and  his  People,  and  for  the  Keeping  of  Houfe, 
and  other  Deeds  of  Charity.  All  which,  if  they 
were  abfent  by  Difpenfation,  he  inferred  mull  of  Ne- 
ceflity  be  negleftcd. 

'  Serjeant  LoveLce  laftly,  as  it  fhould  feem,  con- 
eluded  further  Spf-ech  in  this  Bufinels  fhewing  the 
Ufe  and  Commod.ty  of  this  Rill  m  Queftion  ;  but 
doubled  that  there  wa?  not  Power  enough  given 
therein,  nor  fuflicicnt  Remedy  provided  for  Redrefs 
of  the  Mifchiefs  ther  by  funi^ofcd  to  grow,  bv  reafon 
oi  the  ff-antingihe  kit^rcl.uJ  Li((-rce  and  Difpenfari- 
ors.  U»)on  wiMch,  i:  fliotW  hem,  that  feme  Mem- 
1  c  .-  ot  If  Ho'jf^  weie  .:rp.  ini'^d  to  conficer  of  the 
la  d  R;'',  hut  \h'  r  Nr.nic-,  ;  re  not  fcjund  if.  the  oii- 
^  ;  .1  ^'civri..]  B.  k  ol  li^e  Houfe  of  Comrr)On«.  or 
ii.  .h..;  'x  on  ci  i.;  a  tic  r:\niovs  Joutriul,  out  oiW'vch 
b  !h  :h  precced.Piz; -nd  tn-  irg  ;-,Le..hesi;re  li^n- 
fc  ibc.i 

*  Ml  No'tcv  ma  'e  a  Motic^  hv  wnrrr.nt  of  t'  is 
Court,  hy  ih.  W;Jt..in  arc!  po''y  Can  vhxh  ;n 
Ma=  Ci  c'  \'^''-\  ht  was  tc  bf  epi  'ovfc!,  1  hat  to  a- 
voiii  the  iiidPii-.i.;!  .nd  mofi  la'.f.i'ji  Uii^f*  amongft 
Ti"  t.c(  leii.iftical  Judge.-.,  for  dc'ive  irg  cf  Clerks 
c'juvict  upon  tiieir  Oaihs,  and  the  m>ir«ifell  Perjury 

there 
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there,  by  their  Law  againft  the  Law,  committed, Queen pHjabeth. 

fome  Order  might  be  taken      He  proved   it  might       1571. 

not  be  faid  a  Liberty  of  the  Church,  except  they 

will  claim  a  Liberty  to  Sin ;  wherein  indeed  their 

principal  Liberty  haih  flood,  and  for  the  which  they 

have  not  fpared  to  hazard,  nay  to  give,   both  their 

Bodies  and  Souls  to  become  Traitors   to  God  and 

Man. 

*  Thus  did  that  Rebel  Bifliop  Beckett  whofe  prin- 
cipal Quarrel  and  chief"  Caufe  of  all  his  Stir,  was,  that 
the  King  would  have  punifhed  one  of  his  Mark,  a 
Prieft,  for  an  abominable  Inccft  commuted  by  him: 
Which  trifling  Fault  (forfooth)  this  holy  Saint 
could  not  er.dur?  to  be  rebuked  of  by  a  Temporal 
Judge.  Ethinc  ilia  Ires.  He  fhewed,  it  could  not 
be  termed  a  Privilege,  and  Encouragement  to  Learn- 
ing, fince  it  was  no  other  but  a  Cloak  for  their 
Niughtmefs,  and  forfuch  as  might  be  of  the  Pope's 
Sedt.  As  well  appeared,  in  that  it  was  allowed  to 
none  bur  to  luch  as  might  en'er  tbeir  Holy  Orders, 
and  not  10  one  that  had  two  Wives.  He  fhewed 
at  large  the  Ci-cumllance  of  their  praiSti^ed  Order 
upon  the  Purgi'-ion  or  fuch  Clerks,  declaring  of 
Truth  fo  dilorde-ed  and  hate''ij!  Doings,  that  the 
whole  Houfe  refolved  to  take  Cc;re  for  Redrefs. 

*  There  vvas  then  next  aiter,  by  the  Pi  licy  of  Sir 
Humphrev  Giliert.,  a  Motion  made  by  one  to  have  T"af°"e?s"&7 
in  Talk  the  Gne^s  wh-ch  before  had  been  uttered  in  '  >  ' 
the  Houfe,  concorrj-rig  the  ^ecei'fui  Dealings  of 
Treaiurers  and  Rece'vo'S,  the  Rtfjrm-.iion  of  the 
Exchequer  tor  H  n-c^e,  i^c  :x\i  for  ihe  gr-^^.n-ng  of 
Licences  by  the  Qu^en,  contrary  to  the  Form  of 

funJry  Statu'es 

'  Hereupon  Sir  Humphrev  Gil'-ert  flanding  up, 
and  fome  Introdudlion  made  to  crivc  P..ti,  ixe  and 
Toleration  of  the  Houle,  h^  ;  ndeaVtiured  to  prove 
the  Motion  of  Mr.  Bell,  rraae  fome  D.ys  before, 
to  be  a  vain  Device  to  be  ihought  of,  and  pcriilous 
to  be  treated  of  ;  jjnce  it  tenncd  to  the  Derogation 
of  the  Prerogative  Imperial ;  wh'ch,  who  fhould 
attemp;  in  his  Fancy,  could  not  o[herwife  be  ac- 
counted than  an  open  Enemy.  For  what  Differ- 
ence 
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Queen  EiiMbeth.ence  is  to  fay,  the  Queen  is  not  to  ufe  the  Privilege 
1571.  of  the  Crown,  and  to  fay  (he  is  not  Queen  ;  fince 
they  are  fo  linked  together,  that  the  one  without  the 
other  may  not  poflibly  be,  or  fubfift  ?  We  are,  faid 
he,  to  give  to  a  common  Conftable  the  Right  and 
Regard  of  h  s  Office  ;  which  if  we  fhould  deny  her, 
what  is  it  other  than  to  make  her  meaner  than  the 
meaneft  ?  And  albeit  Experience  hath  fhewed  fuch 
and  lo  great  Clemency  in  her  Majefty,  as  might 
make  us  perhaps  forfeit  ourfelves ;  yet  it  is  not  good 
to  fport  or  venture  too  much  with  Princes ;  yea, 
let  be  that  our  Meaning  be  good,  yet  if  it  be  not  fo 
thought  of,  how  then  ?  He  remembred  the  Fable 
of  the  Hare,  which  fled  upon  the  Proclamation,  that 
all  horned  Beafts  fhould  depart  the  Court,  left  his 
Ears  fhould  be  faid  to  be  Horns.  This  did  he  further 
inculcate,  with  this  further  Signification,  that  if  we 
fhould  in  any  Sort  meddle  with  thofe  Matters,  her 
Majefly  might  look  to  her  own  Power ;  and  thereby 
finding  her  Validity  to  fupprefs  the  Strength  of  the 
challenged  Liberty,  and  to  challenge  and  ufe  her 
Power  any  Way,  to  do  as  did  Lewis  of  France^  who, 
as  he  termed  it,  deliverfd  the  Crown  there  out  of 
Wardfliip,  which  the  faid  Fiench  King  did  upon  like 
Occafion.  Ke  alfo  faid,  that  other  Kings  had  abfo- 
lure  Power,  as  Denmark  and  Portugal  y  where  as 
the  Crown  bec.ime  more  tree,  fo  are  all  the  Subje(5ls 
thereby  the  rather  made  Slaves. 

'  This  Speech  was  difliked,  as  implying  many 
Occafions  of  Mifchief  ;  but  for  the  prefent  he  was 
not  anfwered  further,  than  that  it  fecmed  he  did  mif- 
take  the  Meaning  of  the  Houle,  and  of  the  Gentle- 
man that  made  the  Motion  j  who  would  it  not  other- 
wife  to  be  taken,  or  oiherwife  for  the  Houfe  to  deal 
in  the  Matter,  than  tofhew  their  common  Griefs  in 
due  and  leemly  Sort  imro  her  Majefty. 

'  The  Parliament  was  then  by  the  Confent  of  the 
Houfe,  for  That  it  was  Eaj/er  E\Qy  adjourned  until 
1k!,r,day  next ;  and  it  was  agreed,  th.u  tliey  fnould 
from  thericeforih  come  to  the  Houle  at  fevcn  ot  the 
Clock  in  the  Morning.  During  whirh  faid  Time 
yf  EaJiir,M.x.  Stnckiaudy  fo  often  before  mentioneeJ, 

foi 
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for  the  Exhibiting  the  Bill  for  Reformation  of  Cere- Queen  Elizabeth* 
monies,  and  his  Speech  thereupon,  was  called  before        1571. 
the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council ;  and  required  to  at- 
tend upon  them,  and  to  make  Stay  from  coming  to 
the  Houfe  in  the  mean  Sea  Tor!. 

'  On  Thurfday^  the  19th  Day  of  Aprils  to  which 
Day  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  been,  on  Saturday 
the  14th  Day  of  this  Inftant  April  foregoing,  ad- 
journed ;  the  Bill  for  the  reftraining  of  Kenii/Ij 
and  Sajfex  Cloths  to  be  fold  at  the  Fairs  at  Maidjlon^ 
was  read  the  firft  Time. 

*  The  Bill  for  the  Validity  of  Burgefles  not  reli- 
ant, was  read  the  fecond  Time  j  upon  which  enfued 
divers  Arguments. 

'  The  firfl  Man  that  fpoke  efFeftually  to  this  Bill,  Debate  on  a  Bill 
was  Mr.  IVarnecombe  of  Hereford  ;  who  Handing  relating  to  the 
up,  faid  to  this  Effed,  That   it  behoveth  all  thofe  "^'^f^y  ^°^g^^'J 
which   were    Burgefles,  to  fee  to   that  Bill  ;  for,^^  ""°  re  an « 
quoth  he,  this  may  touch  and  over-reach  their  whole 
Liberties,  as  not  having  whereunto  to  Hay ;   but  that 
Lords    Letters  fhall   from  henceforth   bear  all  the 
Sway  :   And  to  this  Effec\  was  all  that  he  faid. 

'  Mr.  Norton  firft  made  Explanation  of  the  Mean- 
ing of  the  Bill,  to  be  (he  faid)  to  (hame  the  Imper- 
fecTiion  of  Choice,  which  is  too  often  feen,  by  fend- 
ing of  unfit  Men  ;  and  left  happly  any  Thing  might 
be  objedted  to  the  Imperfedlion  of  the  Parliament, 
which  may  feem  to  be  fcant  fufficient  by  reafon  of 
the  Choice  made  by  Boroughs,  for  the  moft  Part  of 
Strangers.  ('Whereas  by  the  politive  Law,  no  Man 
ought  to  be  chofen  BurgeJs  for  any  Borough,  but 
only  Reliants  and  Inhabitants.^  He  faid  further, 
that  the  Choice  Ihould  be  of  fuch  as  were  able,  and 
fit  for  fo  great  a  Place  and  Employment,  without 
Refpedl  of  Privilege  of  Place  or  Degree  ;  for  that, 
by  reafon  of  his  being  a  Burgefs,  it  might  not  be  in- 
tended or  thought  he  was  any  thing  the  wifer  ; 
withal,  he  argued,  that  the  whole  Body  of  the 
Realm,  and  the  good  Service  of  the  fame,  was  ra- 
ther to  be  refpeded,  than  the  private  Regard  of 
Place,  Privilege,  or  Degree  of  any  Perfon. 

Vol.  IV.  I  «  Then 
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Queen ■Eiitibeth.     *  Then  Mr.  Speaker  moved  the  Opinion  of  the 
*57»-         Houfe,  whether  they  could  like  the  Bill  (houid  be 
ingrofled  ?  and  coming  to  the  Queftion,  fomefaid. 
No ;  but  the  greateft  Number  Teemed  to  fay,  Yea. 

*  Whereupon  one  ftanding  up,  whofe  Name  is 
not  expreflcd,  faid  thus.  I  run  wholly  with  the 
Pretence  of  the  Bill,  that  Boroughs  decayed 
may  be  eafed  or  relieved,  knowing  aflurediy  the 
fame  honourable  for  the  Realm,  and  in  many  Re- 
fj)e(5b  profitable  and  commodious  to  thofe  who  do 
inhabit  the  Countries  adjacent  to  fuch  decayed 
Towns ;  that  it  is  fo,  I  will  not  (land  to  perfuade. 
How  far  this  Law  may  help  them  I  know  not ;  if 
Ihey  be  decayed,  then  it  is  moft  Ht  for  them,  that  of 
their  own  Company  there  may  be  fome,  who  feel- 
ing the  Smart,  can  beft  make  Relation  of  their  E- 

'  ftate  ;  and  knowing  the  Country,  may  dcvife  and 
advil'e  of  luch  Helps,  as  without  the  Hurts 
of  other  Places  may  reftore  the  old  Ruins.  All 
Things  are  in  Change,  and  nothing  (o  fupprefTed, 
but  by  God's  Grace  the  fame  may  in  Time  bv 
Policy  be  raifed  up.  But,  to  0[")en  my  Meaning 
fhortly,  the  Qucftion  is.  What  Sort  of  Men  are  to 
come  to  this  Court,  and  public  Confultation  in  Par- 
liament ?  Whether  from  every  Quarter,  Country, 
and  Town,  there  Ihould  come  (as  I  might  fay) 
Home-Dwellers,  or  otherwife  Men  cholen  by  Di- 
rcftions,  it  forceth  not  whom  ?  I  am  furely  of 
Mind,  that  neither  for  the  good  Service  of  her  Ma- 
jelly,  Safety  of  our  Country,  or  Ibnding  with  the 
Liberty,  which  of  Right  we  may  challenge  (being 
born  Subjcds  within  the  Realmj  this  Scope  is  to 
be  given  ;  or  fuch  Loofencfs  in  Choice  to  be  permit- 
ted. That  the  whole  Land  of  this  Realm,  we 
know,  is  to  be  for  three  Purpofcs  employed,  and 
thereby  three  Sorts  of  Men  are,  as  it  were,  createti. 
The  one  Part  given  in  Frank  Almoigrje,  or  for  Di- 
vine Service  to  be  ufed,  to  the  Glory  of  God  and 
Minidry  of  his  Word. 

*  The  fccond  Part  to  be  holden  for  Defence  a- 
gainftour  Enemies,  by  the  Sword. 

«  Tlic 
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*  The  Third  for  Maintenance  of  our  Livelihood  Queen  Elizabetli* 
at  Home,  and  for  neceflary  Employments    here.        »57i« 

Of  thefe  three  Grounds,  in  the  firft  Divifion  there 
groweth,  to  our  Knowledge,  three  Sorts  of  Men:Th6 
Miniders  and  Teachers  of  the  Gofpel,  of  whom  we; 
muft  have  Care,  and  with  whom,  in  making  of 
Laws  we  muft  conferr,  if  we  will  be  Chriftians. 
The  fecond  are  the  Nobility,  Knights  and  Soldiers* 
the  Defenders  and  Fortrefles  againft  our  Enemies, 
The  third  Sort  be  the  Providers,  Devifors,  and  Exe- 
cutors of  all  Things  neceflary,  commodious  or  feem- 
]y  for  a  fettled  Eftate  (which  hath  the  Happinefs  to 
live  there  where  are  Pax  et  Jujluia)  for  In- 
creafe  of  our  Wealths^  Suftenance  of  our  Laws, 
the  Governing  of  Bodies,  or  what  elfe  foever  is  ne- 
celfary  for  us  :  Such  are  the  Counfellors,  fuch  are 
the  Judges  and  Minifters  of  the  Laws,  fuch  be  the 
Tillers  of  the  Earth,  fuch  be  Merchants,  fuch  be 
Vidtuallers,  and  in  this  Degree  be  thofe,  who  do 
ufe  manual  and  mechanical  Arts.  Of  all  thefe,  in 
like  fort,  as  of  the  others.  Regard,  Care  and  Refpedt 
mult  be  had ;  they  throughly  confulted  with,  the  ge- 
neral and  particular  States  are  by  them  to  be  known> 
if  we  mean  to  proceed  for  the  public  Weal,  or  en- 
deavour in  the  fame  a  true  Perfedlion.  Thefe  laft 
Sort  making  one  Kind  are  moft  ample^  and  thereto 
moft  efFedual  to  be  dealt  with,  as  yielding  to  the  reft 
fupplementum^  conjilium  et  auxilium. 

*  The  fecond  Sort  is  likewife  moft  neceflary  to  be 
thought  of.  The  firft  are  beft,  and  firft  to  be  fol- 
lowed ;  but  thofe  are  all  to  be  in  one  Knot  con- 
joined, and  as  Members  of  one  Body  in  one  to  be 
ufed.  We  may,  in  regard  of  Religion,  lie  in  the 
Dike  (as  the  Proverb  is)  long  enough  without  our 
ov;n  Aid,  if  we  do  nothing  but  pray  for  the  Help  of 
Hercules.  We  may  not  truft  only  to  the  Sword,  left 
the  common  known  Saying  of  Cicero^ionXdi  turn  to 
our  Shame :  Parva  funt  forii  arma,  mfi  conftiiuni 
domi.  Neither  our  Preaching  nor  our  Praying  to 
God  are  only  fufficient,  but  withall  we  muft  do  our 
Endeavours,  and  help  each  other  ;  fmce  for  the 
driving  away  of  a  Dog  there  is  (as  the  Country- man 

I  2  faith) 
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QoeeaElimbeth.^^'^^)  ^nie  Virtue  in  a  Stone,"  if  it  be  conjoined 
1571.  wirh  St.  John'i  Gofpel  ;  1  mean,  that  every  Part  of 
the  Body  fhould  do  his  own  Part  to  the  Aid  of  the 
other  J  and  the  Hand  to  help  the  Hand,  the  Foot 
to  help  the  Foot  i^c  This  hath  moved  our  Fore- 
fethers,  and  on  this  Ground  hath  it  grown,  that  in 
this  Court  where  we  are  to  confider  of  all,  and  (as 
OcCAfion  may  ferve)  to  alter,  conftitute,  or^reform 
all  Things,  as  Caule  (hall  be,  that  we  do  know  all 
Sorts  of  Men,  fo  far  as  may  be  to  help  all.  How 
may  herMajefty,  or  how  may  this  Court  know  the 
Eftate  of  her  Frontiers,  or  who  (hall  make  Report 
of  the  Ports,  or  how  every  Quarter,  Shire  or  Coun- 
try is  in  State  ?  We  w[)o  never  have  feen  Berwick 
or  St.  Micbael's  Mount,  can  but  blindly  guefs  of 
them,  albeit  we  look  on  the  Maps,  that  came  from 
thence,  or  fee  Letters  of  Inftnidtion  fent;  fome  one 
whom  Obfervation,  Experience,  and  due  Confider,- 
ation  of  that  Country  hath  taught,  can  moreperfed- 
]y  open  what  fliall  in  Queftion  thereof  grow,  and 
more  efted^ually  realbn  thereupon,  than  the  Ikilful- 
left  othervvife  whatfcever.  And  that  they  ftiould 
be  the  very  Inhabiters  of  the  feveral  Countries  of  this 
Kingdom,  who  fhould  be  here  in  Times  certain  em- 
ployed, doubtlefs  it  was  the  true  Meaning  of  ancient 
Kings  and  our  Forefathers,  who  firft  began  and  e- 
ftablifhed  this  Court.  But,  leaving  what  I  cannot 
reach  unto,  the  fitft  Conrtitution  and  Freedom  of 
this  Court,  the  old  Prefidcnt  of  Parliament- Writs 
do  teach  us,  that  of  every  Country  their  own  Bur- 
geflesftiould  be  ele6fed  ;  the  Writ  to  the  ShcrifFand 
Borough  is  diredtly  fo  ;  and  the  Writs  to  the  Cities 
being  Counties  are,  ^uod  ex  i)cb'.i  iphs  ekgatis  duos 
Cwes,  iJc.  which  do  prove  it  to  be  fo  ;  the  Sta- 
tute in  the  I  H.  5.  for  t lie  Confirmation  of  the  old 
Laws  was  therefore  made,  and  not  to  create  a  new 

unknown  Law  ;  and  that  other  in  the ^//.  6. 

was  made  to  red refs  the  Mifchief,  which  by  Breach 
of  that  old  Law  did  grow.  Thefe  do  conclude  it 
without  Contra  division,  that  for  that  Time  it  was 
thought  fit  to  continue  the  ancient  Ufe,  Liberty,  and 
Convenicncy  of  Service.    We  know  that  fuch  as 

have 
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have  fpeiit  iheir  whole  Time  in  Service,  or  have  Teen  Queen  Elizabeth. 
only  the  Manner  of  Governrnenc  of  other  Nations,  157'- 
and  can  tell  you  how  the  Crown  of  France  is  deli- 
vered out  of  Wardfhip  ;  or  otherwife  tell  a  Talc  of 
the  Yi\x\gQ,{ CaJlUe  and  Portugal^  how  they  in  mak- 
ing of  Laws  do  ufe  their  own  Difcretion  ;  the  King 
of  Denmark  ufeth  the  Advice  of  his  Nobles  only, 
and  nothing  of  his  Commons  ;  nor  can  paint  you 
out  ihe  monftious  Garments  of  the  common  People 
in  fome  Parts  of  Germany^  or  the  mangled  Com- 
monwealth of  the  Allies,  or  Shadows  of  the  great 
Cities,  which  now  are  to  be  feen  \x\  Italy  ,  furely  all 
thofe  Men,  except  they  know  alfo  our  own  Homes, 
are  not  to  be  tiufted  to  conclude  for  our  own 
Home- Affairs.  Doubtlefsthe  bed  learned  for  Mat- 
ters of  Commodity  to  be  raifed,  or  to  be  wrought  in 
his  own  Country,  may  happily  give  Place  to  his  own 
Neighbours ;  even  as  wifely  and  learnedly  a  Gentle  • 
man  laid  of  late,  In  every  Commitment,  according 
to  the  Matter,  there  mud  be  a  Declaration  of  Men, 
as  for  Merchandize  the  Merchant  and  fo  forth : 
Unicuique  infud  aneperito  credendum,  we  hold  for  a 
Maxim.  And,  1  mean  this  wholly  to  no  other 
End,  but  fince  we  deal  univerfally  for  all  Sorts  and 
all  Places,  that  there  be  here  of  all  Sorts,  and  all  Coun- 
tries, and  not  (feeing  you  lift  fo  to  term  \i)  thus  to 
eafe  them  of  Towns  and  Boroughs,  that  they 
may  chufe  at  Liberty  whom  they  lift  ;  yet  can  I 
hardly  call  that  a  Liberty,  which  is  contrary  to  that 
which  the  King  and  the  Qiieen  commonly  granteih 
as  a  free  Gift,  and  by  thefe  Words,  Et  demajori gra- 
tia nojlra,  if^c.  dcdimiis  potejiaiem,  ^c.  quod  de  Jeipf.s 
ellgant  duos  Burgcnfcs,  or  duos  Gives ;  we  take  it 
more  for  a  Man  to  have  of  his  own,  than  to  have 
(by  any  Man's  Difcretion)  of  another. 

'  It  hath  been  of  late  oft  and  well  faid,  that  to 
nominate  another  to  a  Benefice  is  nothing  worth  in 
Value,  but  if  it  be,  that  a  Man  may  take  the  Bene- 
fit hiir.felf,  that  is  both  valuable  andellimable  ;  ihat 
..inrot  h'.irr,  iliat  5=;  ever  good  for  me,  if  it  be  ever 
licd  in  neciroij  .ovi  unto  me  ;  and  for  this  Reaioi; 
'vve  fay  in  luw.  That  thf  Kltare  Tail,  whicli  mull 
I  X  con 
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Queen  Elizabeth,  continue  in  our  own  Blood,  is  better  than  the  Eftate 
*  JS7I.  in  Fee  fimple,  which  may  be  got  further  from  us, 
and  is  to  be  given  to  Strangers  at  Pleafure ;  Mif- 
chiefs  and  Inconveniences  there  may  grow  by  this 
Liberty  9  bur  a  Mifchief  it  may  be  to  me,  and  in- 
convenient alfo  to  utter  the  fame  :  I  will  not  fpeak 
thereof  but  dutifully,  neither  do  I  lee  any  ih.ing  that 
is  amifs  at  this  prefent ;  what  was  done  a  hundred 
Years  fince,  I  may  fafely  tell,  and  thus  it  was ; 

'  A  Duke  of  this  Realm  wrote  his  Letters  to  a 
City,  which  I  know,  to  this  Efiedl ;  whereby  he  did 
fignify,  that  a  Parliament  was  to  be  fummoned  in 
jiiort  Time,  and  that  for  great  Caufes  he  was  to 
crave  Aid  of  alibis  Friends,  and  reckoning  them  a- 
mongft  the  refl,  he  wiflied  them  of  four  under-no- 
minatol  to  chufe  two  ;  the  Letter  under  the  Duke's 
Seal  is  ftill  preferved,  but  hear  you  the  Anfwer  ; 
he  was  written  to  with  due  Humblenefs,  that  they 
were  prohibited  by  Law,  they  might  chufe  none  of 
them.     I  will  venture  a  little  nearer. 

*  In  Queen  AIary\  Time,  a  Council  of  this 
Realm  (not  the  Queen's  Privy-Council)  did  write 
to  aTown,  to  chufe  a  Bifhop's  Brother,  (and  a  great 
Bifhop's  Brother  it  was  indeed)  whom  they  allured  to 
be  a  good  Ciitholic  Man  ;  and  willed  them  to  chufe 
to  the  like  of  him  fome  other  fit  Man.  The  Coun- 
cil was  anfwered  with  Law.  And  if  all  Towns  in 
Evgkfjd  had  done  the  like  in  their  Choice,  the 
Crown  had  not  been  fo  wronged,  and  the  Realm 
fo  robbed  with  fuch  Eafe  at  that  Parliament,  and 
Truih  banifhed  as  it  was ;  what  hath  been,  mav  be ; 
thereisno  Impoflibility.  It  will  be  faid,  I  miftake, 
it  is  not  meant,  but  that  Towns  fliall  be  at  Liberty 
to  chufe  whom  ihey  lift.  I  lay,  that  Liberty  is  the 
Ix-^fs  of  Liberty;  for  when,  by  Law,  they  may  do 
■what  they  will,  they  may  not  well  deny  what  fhall 
be  required.  It  is  too  truly  faid,  Rcgando  cogit  qui 
vcgi2t  potcntior.  And,  I  have  known  one  that  to  a- 
void  a  great  Man's  Difpltafurc,  that  dwelt  near  him, 
tl:at  wasdrf:rt)us,as  he  knew,  to  buy  his  Land,  did, 
u;)on  fmail  (Jccaiion,  bind  himlclf  not  to  alicnaio 
i^sLai)d  from  his  true  Heirs :  This  being  known, 

1  meai> 
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I  mean  ihat  he  was  bound  as  aforefaid,    the  great  ,  •   i  t, 

Man  was  contented  to  let  him  keep  his  own  quietly,  ^""^j|""^^' 
v.'hichotherwire  he  would  not  have  done.  Surely 
Law  is  the  only  Fortrefs  of  the  Inferior  Sort  of 
People,  and  contrary  to  ihe  Law,  the  greater  Sort 
will  not  dclire  to  expedt  any  thing.  Though  now 
at  this  prefenr,  God  be  praifed,  we  need  not  to  fear 
the  Greatnefs  of  any  Man,  Jufticeis  fo  well  admini- 
llred  :  Yet  hereafter,  whatfoever  hath  been  we  may 
fear,  either  for  Maintenance  of  Faction,  or  Mainte- 
nance ol  Mifchief.  Again,  I  fay,  it  may  be,  what 
heretofore  was,  pofTibly  again  may  be.  We  ftand, 
and  have  ftood  of  late  upon  the  notorious  Ma- 
nifeftation  of  the  Authority  of  Parliament ;  except 
withal  you  keep  the  ancient  Ufage  of  the  lame,  and 
withal  endeavour  the  Freedom  thereof,  in  Effc<5t 
you  do  nothing,  if  I  guefs  aright. 

*  It  is  further  faid.  That  in  fome  Towns  there 
are  not  Men  of  Difcretion  fit ;  they  be  not  the  wifer 
(laid  the  Gentleman  that  fpoke  before)  for  being 
Burgefles.  I  can  never  be  perfuaded,  but  that  either 
the  Lord,  whofethe  Town  is,  be  the  Town  never 
fo  little  ;  or  the  Steward,  if  it  be  the  Queen's,  or 
fome  good  Gentleman  of  the  Country  adjoinant, 
will  either  afiign  them  who  know  the  Town,  and 
can  be  content  to  be  free  among  them,  and  to  ferve 
by  their  Appointment,  for  their  Country,  and  for 
them  ;  or  elfe  for  fome  reafonable  Fee,  fuch  as  be 
of  their  learned  Council,  and  who  know  them,  and 
the  Country  v/ill  deal  for  them.  I  mean  it  not  fo 
itriiftly,  that  thofe  who  (liould  be  chofen,  fhould  of 
iieceirity  be  Dwellers  in  the  Town  ;  but  to  be  either 
vX  the  'Fown,  or  towards  the  'Fown,  Borderers  and 
near  Neighbours  at  the  lead  :  And,  to  this  EffedlT 
would  the  Bill  were  framed.  T  ftand  too  long 
ht'reon,  and  Abundance  oi  Matter  occafioneth  Con- 
n;iion  ;  this  is  all.  It  was  meant  at  the  firft,  and 
'•Ax^  Conftitution  of  Parliament,  that  Men  of  every 
Qiiarter,  andof  aU  Soris,  ihouldcome  to  this  Court, 
':h.it  ibey  (lu.'wld  l.v- frtely  chofen.  This  in  every 
Agii  hiilif-rto  h:.th  fecmed  bell  ;  to  alter  without 
Ciiufe  \%  \.o'    C(jnven!eni  :     to  c,ive  cvvmy  Town 

'  Liberty ^ 
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^leen Elizabeth.  Liberty,  may  offer  in  Time  Inconvenience.  None 
J.571.  fo  ftt  for  every  Country  as  thofe  who  know  the 
fame.  To  cbufe  of  their  own,  it  is  a  Liberty  ;  to 
lofe  their  Liberty,  I  think  it  a  bad  Commodity,  call 
it  as  you  pleafe  ;  by  fuch  Kind  of  Releafe  in  eafing 
Men  of  their  Wealths,  or  fome  good  Part  of  their 
Living,  we  beflirew  our  Charity.  And  in  like  Sort, 
and  in  like  Reafon,  it  feems  to  me  this  Law  is  infer- 
red out  of  the  Preface  of  the  fame.  For  thus  it  is 
penned : 

*■*  Forafmuch  as  fome  Towns  are  decayed,  and 

*  have  not  of  their  own,  therefore  let  every  Town 

*  do  what  they  lift.'  Ot  a  particular  Propofirion 
to  make  a  general  Conclufion,  it  is  againft  our  Rules  j 
and  nothing,  as  faith  the  Philofopher,  is  more  abfurd 
than  tion  caufam  pro  caufa.  Some  Towns  cannot 
fend  fit  Men  ;  it  ftandeth  very  ftrongly,  if  you  fcek 
to  help,  let  the  Plaifter  be  fit  for  ihe  Sore  ;  let  not 
the  Salve  be  ftretched  loo  far,  left  the  whole  and 
found  Flelh,  by  the  broad  fprcading  of  the  Salve, 
do  either  fmart,  fret  or  fefter.  The  Medicine 
which  healeih  thefick  Man,  may  be  Poifon  for  the 
whole  and  found  Man.  All  Citizens  and  Burgefles 
fhould  not  be  thought  alike,  and  yet  all  provided  for, 
as  there  is  due  Caufe.  Let  there  be  therefore  con- 
venient Confideration,  how  to  heal,  how  to  hurt. 
And,  I  could  vvifh,  according  to  the  Weight  of  the 
Matter,  it  might  be  rather  ftaid  on,  than  thus  a- 
bruptly  over-ruled  ;  an  J  while  we  fly  Scylla^  we 
fall  not  into  Charybdis ;  while  we  fay  that  Boroughs 
cannot  fend  to  this  High  Court  fo  fit  Men  as  be 
convenient,  that  by  altering  the  ancient  Ufiige, 
which  is  the  only  Warrant  and  fole  Stay  of  Freedom 
in  Pr.rliamcnt,  it  may  happlv  be  faid  we  have  no 
P.rliament  now  within  this  Rcahn,  nor  Libcity  at 
all  for  any  fuch  here  to  beholden.* 

*  Mr.  Bell^  in  Anfwer  to  this,  did  colled  the 
Suhftancc  of  v.hat  had  been  laid,  and  in  a  long  Dn- 
rf>i;rfe  ihewed,  that  it  was  n.'ccllary  all  Places 
fliould  be  provided  for,  and  not  lioioughs  only,  be- 
ing but  one  of  tlie  Members  of  ilit  Common  wealth  i 
i>ad  that  forrie  oi  them  Iiavc  neither  Wc-lth  to  pro- 
vide 
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vide  fit  Men,  nor  themfelves  any  in  any  Sort  con-  ^      _,.  .  'j- 
venient.     He  thought  not  amils,  if,  in  refpea  of^    j^^i, 
thofe  manifeft  Wants,  convenient  Supply  diould  be  ; , 
but,  without  the  Warrant  of  Parliament,  fuch  Al- 
teraiion  might  not  be.     He  then  thought  it  not  a- 
mils  to   be  adviled.     And  for  the  Objection  of  the 
Danger  which  may  enfue  by  reafon  of  the  Letters 
of  Noblemen ;  he  could  not,  he  faid,  but  think  it 
convenient  to   prevent  the  fame  ;    and    therefore 
wifhed,  that  there  might  be  the  Penalty  of  Forty 
Pounds  upon  every  Borough,  that  (hould  make  fucli 
Election  at  the  Nomination  of  any  Nobleman.' 

'  Mr.  Alford  reafoned  to  this  EfFeft,  That  above 
all  Things,  necellary  Care  ought  to  be  for  the  chu- 
lingand  having  of  fit  Men  to  fupply  the  Place,  that 
there  be  not  Imperfection.     And  therefore  noted  one 
great  Diforder,  that  many  young  Men,  not  experi- 
enced, for    Learning    Sake,   were  often     chofen, 
through    whofe  Default  he  knew   not ;    whether 
Letters  of  Noblemen,   Love  or  Affedion  in  the 
Country,  their  own  Ambition,  or  the  carelefs  Ac- 
compt  of  the  Eleftors,  or  what  elle  was  the  Caufe, 
he  knew  not  ;  but  it  was  to  be  feen  :    Whereupon 
he  would,  none  {hould  be  of  that  Houfe,  not  of 
thirty   Years   of  Age  at  the  lead.     And   for  the 
Choice  of  Townfmen,  he  faid,  he  was  of  his  Mind, 
that  Mofes  and  Aaron  fhould  be  conjoined  together  ; 
and  that  there  fhould  be  one  of  their  own,    or  forne 
Gentleman  near  them,  who  had  Knowledge  of  the 
State  of  the  Country  ;  and  the  other  a  Man  learn- 
ed, and  able  to  utter  his  Mind  and  Opinion,  iince 
that  Knowledge  locked  up  in  the  Breaft,  not  being 
orderly  opened,  is  to  no  Purpofe  ;  and  this  Part,  he 
faid,  was  as  requifite  for  Confutation  as  the  other. 
So  that  he  feemed  to  conclude   the  Law  fhould  be 
in  Force  for  the  one  Burgefs,  and  at  Liberty  for  the 
other. 

'  After  which  Speeches  the  aforefaid  Bill  touching 
the  Validity  of  Burgefles,  &c.  was  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  Sir  Thomas  Hilton,  Knight  ;  Mr.  Bel!^ 
Mr.  Robert  Boives.,  Mr.  Fleetwood,  Mr.  Warnecomb^ 
Mr.  Bdle,  Mr.  Atkiwy  Mr.  AJford  and  Mr.  G:^nes ; 

and 
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QaeenEiizabeth.  ^^d  appointed  to  meet  in  the  T'emple-Churchy  upon 
»S7».       Saturday  next,  at  two  of  the  Clock  in  the  Afternoon.' 
Jpril  the  igih,  the  Bill  againft  Ufury  was  read 
the  fecond  Time,  which  occafion'd  another  Debate 
in  the  Houfe.     And, 
Debate  on  a  Bill     '  F'^ft  o^e  Mr  C/arie  fpoke  to  this  EfFeft,  That 
againft  Ufury.     the  referring  of  the  Punifhment  in  the  Bill  men- 
tioned, being  put  to  the  Ecclefiaftical  Judges,  for 
fo  much  was  nothing  ;  for  that  they  are  to  punifh 
by  the  Civil  Law,  by  the  Canon  Law,  or  by  the 
Temporal  Law.     The  Civil  Law  would  not  avail 
ihom,  becaufe  by  that  Law  there  is  Allowance  of 
Ul'ury.    The  Canon  Law  is  abolifhed  ;  and  in  that 
Refpedl  the  Temporal  Law  faith  nothing  ;  fo  that 
the  Pretence  may  feem  to  be  fomewhat,  but  the 
Effedl  thereby  wrought  is  nothing  j  yet  that  it  was 
ill,  neither  Chriftian  nor  Pagan  ever  denied.     Jrif- 
totle  being  alk'd  what  Ufury  was  ?  He  faid  it  was. 
Prater  Naturam^  and  therefore  could  not  be  defined. 
Plato,  being  afk'd  the  fame  Queftion,  anfwer'd  it 
was,  Idem  acHominem  occidere.  St  Augujiine  the  fame  ; 
and,  in  the  very  Words  of  the  PJalmiJl^  anfwereth  to 
the  Queftion,    Domine  quis  habitabit  in  Tabeiuaculo 
tuo  ?  He   faid,  ^i  curat  Proximo  fuo,  non  decipit 
eum^  y  gui  Pecwiiam  fuam  non  dabit  ad  Vfuram. 

Mr  Molloy^  firft  learnedly  and  artificially  making 
an  Introdudtion  to  the  Matter,  fhewed,  what  it 
might  be  thought  on  for  any  Man  to  endeavour  the 
Defence  of  that  which  every  Preacher  at  all  Times, 
following  the  Letter  of  the  Book,  did  fpeak  againft ; 
yet,  faith  he,  it  is  convenient,  and  being  in  fomc 
Sort  ufed,  it  is  not  repugnant  to  the  Word  of  God. 
Experience  hath  proved  the  great  Mifchicf  which 
doth  grow  by  reafon  of  exceflive  Taking,  to  the 
DeftruiSliun  of  young  Gentlemen,  and  othervvile 
infinitely  ;  but  the  Mifchief  is  of  the  Excefs  not 
othcrwife.  Since  to  take  reafonably,  or  fo  that 
both  Parties  might  do  Good,  was  not  hurtful ;  fc^r 
to  have  any  Man  lend  his  Money  without  any 
Commodity,  hardly  fliouid  you  bring  that  to  pa^. 
And  fince  every  Man  is  not  an  Occupier  who  haih 
Money,  and  fume  which  have  not  Money  m;iy  yvc 
h,ave  Skill  to  ufe  Money,  except  you  ftioulj  take 

avay 
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away  or  hinder  good  Trades,  Bargaining  and  Con-Q^^^^^iuabcth. 
tracting  cannot  be  ;  Cjod  did  not  lo  hate  it,  that  he  t^-ji. 
did  utterly  forbid  it,  but  tothey«t;;  amongft  them- 
fclves  only,  for  that  he  willed  they  (honld  lend  as 
Brethren  together ;  for  unto  all  others  they  were 
at  large  ;  and  therefore  to  this  Day  they  are  the 
greateft  Ufurers  in  the  World.  Rut  be  ir,  as  indeed 
it  is,  evil,  and  that  Men  are  Men,  no  Saints,  to 
do  all  thefe  Things  perfedlly,  uprightly  and  bro- 
therly ;  yet  ex  duobus  malis  minus  malum  eligendum ; 
and  better  may  it  be  born  to  permit  a  little,  than 
utterly  to  take  away  and  prohibit  Traffick  ;  which 
hardly  may  be  maintained  generally  without  this. 

*  But  it  may  be  faid,  it  is  contrary  to  the  direft 
Word  of  God,  and  therefore  an  ill  Law;  if  it 
were  to  appoint  Men  to  take  Ufury,  it  were  to  be 
difliked  ;  but  the  Difference  is  great  between  that 
and  permitting  or  allowing,  or  fufFering  a  Matter 
to  be  unpunifhed.  It  may  be  faid,  that  Nudum 
Fa£lum  non  pant  Qbiigationem,  but  there  muft  be 
fomewhat  given  in  Confideration.  Let  be  that 
there  is  nothing  given  of  the  Lenders,  yet  there  is  ' 

fomewhaty;;/://^,  ^  o?7ine  bonum  Exemplum^  isf  omnis 
Lex  in  fe  aliquid  habet  Mali  ;  for  that  fome  body 
fliall  fufFer  thereby.  We  are  not,  quoth  he,  fo 
ftraitned  to  the  Word  of  God,  that  every  Tranf- 
greffion  fhould  be  furely  punifhed  here.  Every 
vain  Word  is  here  forbidden  by  God,  yet  the  Tem- 
poral Law  doth  not  fo  utterly  condemn  it.  As  for 
the  Words  of  the  Scripture,  he  faid,  the  Hebrew 
foundeth  thus  in  Anfwer  of  this  Queftion  ;  ^d  non 
dat  Pecuniam  fuam  ad  Morfum:  So  it  is  the  Biting 
and  over-fharp  Dealing  which  is  difliked  and  nothing 
elfe.  And  this,  he  faid,  was  the  Opinion  and 
Interpretation  of  the  moft  famous  learned  Man 
Beza^  and  in  thefe  Days,  of  Bellarmine  and  divers 
others,  who  fay,  that  the  true  Interpretation  of  the 
Hebrew  Word  is  not  Vjura^  but  Morfus. 

'  Dr  Wiljon^^  Mafter  of  the  Requelts,  faid,  that 
in  a  Matter  of  fo  great  Weight  he  could  not  fhortly 
ipeak ;  and  acknowledp;in5;  thi)t  he  had  thoroughly 
Itudied  the  Matter,  dchred  the  PaUence  of  the  Houfe. 

And 
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<^een Elizabeth.  And  firft  he  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  the  com- 
I57I'  mon  State  may  be  without  Ufury ;  then  he  (hewed, 
how  even  Men  that  have  been  ignorant  of  God  or 
his  Laws,  finding  the  Evils  thereof  by  their  Laws, 
redrefled  it;  and  utterly  prohibited  the  Ufe  thereof. 
As  the  Atkeuiam  caufed  all  the  Writings  taken  for 
Intereft  Money  to  be  burnt  ;  and  the  like  did  Lycur- 
gus  by  a  Law  which  he  made,  and  feeing  the  Fire, 
he  faid,  he  never  faw  lo  fair  a  Flame  as  thofe  Books 
yielded.  He  then  made  a  Definition  of  Ufury, 
(hewing  it  was  taking  of  any  Reward,  or  Price  or 
Sum,  over  and  above  the  due  Debt.  To  mnke 
any  Thing  of  that  which  is  not  mine,  it  is  Robbery. 
Forthwith  upon  the  Delivery  of  the  Loan  Money, 
it  is  not  mine.  And  the  Law  is,  that  Mutuum 
muft  ever  be  free.  And  here  he  fhewed  the  Difle- 
rence  between  Location  and  Mutuum ;  the  one 
implying  a  Contra«ft,  the  other  none.  He  remem- 
bred,  out  of  Ezechiel^vA  other  the  Prophets,  fundry 
Places  of  Scripture ;  and  vouched  St  Augujnne\  Say- 
ing, that  to  take  but  a  Cup  of  Wine  is  Ufury  and 
damnable.  This  he  feemed  to  fay  in  Anfwer  to 
that  which  had  been  before  pronounced,  that  it  was 
not  Ufury  except  it  were  Morfm. 

*  He  (hewed,  that  Lofs  may  grow  by  Ufury; 
Firft,  to  the  Queen,  then  to  the  Common- Wealth. 
To  the  Queen  in  this,  that  Men  not  ufing  their 
own  A-Ioney,  but  finding  great  Gain  in  Ufury,  do 
imploy  the  fame  that  Way  ;  fo  ihat  her  Cuftoms 
mull  decreafe :  To  the  Common- Wealth,  for  that, 
whofo  fliall  give  Hire  for  Money,  is  to  raife  the 
liime  in  the  Sale  of  his  Commodity.  All  l>ades 
(hall  be  taken  away,  all  Occupations  loft  ;  for  moft 
Men  feeking  moft  Eafe,  and  greucft  Gain,  with- 
out Hazard  or  Venture,  will  forthwith  imploy 
their  Money  to  fuch  Ufe.  He  fhewed  it  to  be  fo 
hateful  m  the  Judgment  of  the  Common  Law, 
that  an  Ufurer  was  not  admitted  to  be  a  Witnefs ; 
nor  after  his  Death  to  the  common  Sepulchre  of 
Chriftians.  And  for  that  his  Difcourfc  had  been 
101.^;,  he  inferted  (as  he  faid}  this  Tale  for  Recica- 
tio(i  of  the  Hearers. 

«  In 
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«  In  Italy,  quoth  he,  a  great  known  Ufurer  be- q^een Elizabeth, 
ing  dead,  the  Curate  denied  him  the  common  Place  1571.  * 
of  Burial ;  his  Friends  made  Suit,  the  Prieft  would 
not  hear  ;  in  fine,  the  Suitors  bethought  them  of  a 
Policy  to  bring  it  to  pafs,  that  he  might  be  buried  in 
the  Church  ;  which  was  this :  The  Parfon  of  the 
Church  did  accuftomably  ufe  to  carry  his  BooJ^s 
daily  from  his  Houfe  to  the  Church  on  his  Afs  ;  and 
the  Afs,  by  often  going,  needed  not  to  be  driven, 
but,  knowing  his  Journey,  as  foon  as  he  was  laden, 
would,  of  himfelf  go  to  the  Church  Door :  They 
defired  the  Parfon,  his  Afs  might  carry  the  dead  Bo- 
dy ;  and  where  it  fhould  ftay  there  it  might 
be  buried.  To  fo  fond  a  Requeft  the  Prieft 
agreed  ;  the  Body  was  laid  on  the  Afs,  who,  feeling 
a  greater  Burthen  than  he  was  ufed  to  bear,  did  run 
towards  the  Town,  never  ftaying  until  he  came  to 
the  common  Place  of  Execution. 

'  This  Tale  merrily  told,  he  again  entred  to  his 
Matter,  and  proved  the  Condemnation  of'Ufury 
and  Ufurers,  by  the  Authority  of  the  Nicene^  and 
divers  other  Councils ;  He  fhevved,  that  the  Di- 
vines do  call  Ufury  a  Spider,  a  Canker,  an  Afpis,  a 
Serpent  and  a  Devil.  He  fhewed  how,  in  Nature, 
the  Offences  of  Homicide  and  Ufury  are  to  be  com- 
pared ;  and  by  Examples  proved  the  Ruins  of  divers 
Commonwealths,  when  fuch  Pradlices  for  Gain 
are  fuffered,  as  that  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Rome^  isfc.  The  Manner  of  Exchange  now  ufed 
in  London,  and  how  much  Abufe  he  fhewed ;  a 
Thing  in  old  Time  not  pradifed,  but  by  the  King, 
as  in^^z:;.  3d's  Time,  when  thereby  the  King  ob- 
tained fuch  Treafure,  and  fuch  exceffive  Wealth, 
that  it  was  firft  wondred  at,  then  gueffed  that  it 
grew  by  the  Science  of  Alchyray.  He  here  (hewed 
the  Pradice  of  the  Low-Countries^  of  Germany, 
and  namely  the  Doings  of  Fulchers  to  the  very  beg- 
gering  of  great  and  mighty  Princes  ;  he  avouched 
the  Authority  of  S\r  John  Cheek  in  that  Place,  con- 
cerning that  Matter ;  and  the  Mind  of  the  ancient 
Englijh  Law-Writers,  who  f\y  that  the  Offence  of 
Ufury  in  Life  the  Bifhop  is  to  punifh  ;  but  after  his 
Death  his  Executors  (hall  uot  have  his  Goods,  but 

the/ 
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Quf  en 'Elizabeth,  ihey  appertain  ad  Fifcum.     He  concluded,  that  the 
'57'-        Oft'ence,  in  his  Confcience,  fhould  be  judged  Felony.' 
*  Mr.  Bell  faid,  Tliis  Matter  being  fo  ample  had 
occalioned   much  Speech,    and  was    for  cunning 
Men  a  fit  Theme  to  fhew  their  Wits  and  Skills  up- 
on.    Yet,  faith  he,  it  ftandeth  doubtiul  what  Ufury. 
U  i  we  have  no  true  Definition  of  it.     And,  in  our 
Laws,  we  have  liitle  written  thereon  but  this,  Ufu- 
ra  non  currat  fuper  Infantem.     And  not  much  more 
but  to  anfwer  the  Objedions,  where  it  is  pretended, 
that  the  not  punifhing  of  it  by  the  Temporal  Judge, 
may  feem  to  be  an  Approbation  of  it,  or  to  leave  it 
to  the  Church  may  feem  as  if  we  had  no  Care  con- 
cerning it ;  for  that  to  put  over  an  Offence  to  ano- 
ther Judge,  may  not  be  fo  faid,  if  to  the  Church  it 
may  appertain,  and  they  may  well  corre6t  it.     He 
further  Shewed,  that  the  Privilege  of  the  Church  is 
by  Statute  upon  this  Point  to  be  exprefled,  namely 
in  the  Statute  de  Articulh  Cler'u     He  faid.  We  muft 
not  curioufly   fearch    Cicero' i  Paradoxes,  and  pro- 
nounce that  Peccata  funt  aqualla^  hoc  ejl,  qucd  omni 
peccaium   ejl  peccatum  ;  and  no  further  ;  But  be  e- 
very  Man,  according  to  his  Tranfgreflions,  to  make  a 
reafonable  Pain  ;  thou<>,h  he  who  ftealeth  two  Pence, 
doth  as  well  fteal  as  he  who  ftealeth  an  hundred 
Pounds  J  yet   there  are  Degrees  ;    we  have    Petit 
Larceny^  and  that  which  is  greater  ;  both  Faults, 
both  to  be  punifhed,  both  to  be  hated  ;  but  Diffe- 
rence there  is  in  Punifliing,  even  according  to  the 
Greatnefs  and   Smallnefs  of  the  Offence  i  for  the 
one  there  is  Death,  and  for  the  other  not  fo. 

'  In  the  Statute  for  punifliing  of  Perjury,  in  the  5th 
of  this  Queen,  there  are  fundry  Degrees  of  Perjury  : 
Not  for  that  there  is  lefs  Perjury  in  the  one  than  in 
the  oth::r ;  but  that  there  is  greater  Hurt  occafioned 
in  tht  one  than  in  the  other.  In  Anfwer  of  the 
Scripture,  he  faid,  the  Law  of  God  is.  If  thou  be 
jhicken  on  the  one  Cheek,  to  turn  the  ether ;  or  if  thy 
Cloak  be  talen  awcy,  to  givealjo  thy  Gown.  The  li- 
teral Senle  is  not  to  be  taken,  and,  as  there  is  Caufe, 
a  reafonable  Conflrudion  muft  be.  So  he  conclu- 
ded, that  though  it  were  a  Sin,  yet  it  was  to  be  pu- 

nifhed 
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niflied  here  on  Earth  according  to  the  good  or  bad»  q^^^^  Elliabeth, 
or   rather  according  to  the  greater  or  lefler  Hurt        1571. 
which  groweth  thereby. 

'  Af[er  which  one,  whofe  Name  is  not  exprefleJ 
in  the  laid  anonymous  Journal,  endeavour'd  the  An- 
I'wer  of  Dr.  IVilfon^  but  with  a  Proieftation  of  his 
Infufficiency  ;  and  then  hefhewed,  how  the  Divines 
have  not  agreed  what  is  Ufury,  but  for  his  own  Part, 
he  was  to  inchne  to  the  Opinion  of  the  Learned  of 
thefe  Days,  whofe  Interpretation  of  literal  Senfe  and 
Skill  of  the  Tongues  do  appear  ;  which  took    that 
for  no  Ufury  which  is  Avithout   Grievance.     He 
made  a  Difference  of  the  Law  of  God  concerning 
the  Divine  Majefty  contained  in   the  firft   Table, 
and  what  is  concerning  Man  in  the  fecond  Table  ; 
faying,  that  nothing  is  to  be  faid  in  that  Degree  Sin 
in  itfelf,  butby  theCircumftancesj  for  fo  it  is  known 
whether  it  be  good  or  bad.     To  kill  is  prohibited, 
yet  fometimes  not  to  kill  is  evil.     Phineas  killed, 
and  was  therefore  commended.      And  Thefts,   at 
Times,  have  been  in  Scriptures  approved.     So  like- 
wife  Ufury    is  allowed  of  in  the  Scriptures ;    but 
that  it  might  be  ufed  to  Strangers  only  :  Albeit  the 
chofen  Children  of  God  amongft  themfclves  might 
not  ufe  it.     But  let  be,  whether  it  be  utterly  unlaw- 
ful, or  in  fome  Sort  to  be  tolerated,  it  is  a  Qiieftion  ; 
and  until  it  be  determined  for  the  common  Commo- 
dity and  Maintenance,  let  it  be  as  hitherto  it  hath 
been  ufed.     And  for  the  common  Sort  of  Bargains 
of  Corn  for  Cloth,  Silk  for  Land,  ^c.  what  they 
be,  whether  Ufury  or  no,  we  know  not.     That  all 
fhould  be  well,  it  is  to  be  wilhed  ;  that  all  may  be 
done  well  among  Men,  it  is  beyond  Hope  ;  for  we  are 
no  Saints,  we  are  not  of  Perfedlion  to  follow  the 
Letter  of  the  Gofpel,  IVhofj  jlriketh  the  one  Cheeky 
^c.  and  this  Text,  Date  nihil  i?ide /per antes :  Thefc 
are  no  exprefs  Commandments.     For  the  firft,  the 
Law  of  Nature  doth  direft,  and  for  the  other  alfo 
the  fame  Law  in  EfFe6t  maketh  Defence  ;  furely 
there  can  be  no  Sin  where  there  can  be  no  Breach  of 
Charity.     To  do  that  therefore  to  another  which 
we  would  to  ourfelves  (the  State,  Circumftancc, 

and 
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-  -,,.,.  and  Cafe  to  ourfelves  confidered)  is  commendable, 
1571.  or  not  to  be  reproved  ;.  if  we  ourlelves  be  to  borrow, 
who  is  it  that  would  not,  in  Extremity,  give  a  little 
to  lave  much  Money  ?  It  is  faid,  The  Ufurer  doth 
or  may  grow  rich  :  Who  hath  difliked,  in  a  Com- 
monwealth, that  there  fhould  htHomines  boni frugi? 
they  may  be  confidered,  and  may  be  good,  more 
than  for  one  Purpoie.  He  further  Itood  on  this. 
That  God  did  not  abfoiuiely  forbid  Ufury,  which 
lurcly  if  it  had  been  utterly  ill,  he  would  have  done. 
And  he  added,  That  the  common  Laws  were  cruel 
in  their  Cenfures,  and  wiflied  that  they  fhould  be 
no  more  remembred  than  ihey  are  followed. 

*  Serjeant  Lovelace  argued  to  this  EfFeft,  That 
Ufury  was  of  Money  only,  protefting  that  he  hated 
all  Kind  of  Ufury,  but  yet  the  greater  the  III  was, 
the   more   and  more  greatly  did  he  hate  the  fame. 
But  to  prohibit  it  with  fo  (harp  and  extream  a  Law 
as  to  lofe  all,  he  thought  if  would  be  the  Ground  of 
greater  Covetoufnefs.     Withal,  he  added,  to  prohi- 
bit the  111  of  Covetoulheis  in  Generality,  wererafh, 
void,  and  frivolous ;  fince  that  the  Speech  and  the 
A(5t  itfelf  is  indefinite,  comprehending  all  our  Adi- 
ons  and  Doings  ;  and  therefore,  as  utterly  Vain   to 
prohibit  it,  in  vain  Words  of  Generality.     To  pro- 
hibit Drunkennefs,   Pride,  Envy,   Surfeiting,   ^c. 
were  fomewhat  in  fome  particular  Sort  ;  to  do  it  in 
Generality,  albeit  that  we  know  that   it  is  every 
Way  damnable  by  the   dired:  and  written  Word 
of    God,    it  were  but    Folly.      Of    thefe  great 
Evils,   (to  the,  which  Man,  of  his  Nature,  is  born 
and   made  prone,  and  too  apt^  when  vit.  may  not 
Teach  to  the  beft,  furtheft  and  uttermoft,  we  mull 
do,  as  we  may  fay,  by  Degrees.     As  to  fay,  there 
fhall  be   no  Deceit,  or  Slight  in  making  o^  this  or 
that  Kind  of  W^ares  ;  that  the   Hufbandman  fliall 
till  his  arable  Land,  and  that  he  fhall  not  keep  above 
iuch  a   Number  o'    Sheep  ;  that  there  (hall  be  no 
Foreftalling,  Regraiing,  ^c.  and  this  in  Particularity  ; 
v.'hcreas  otherwife,  generally  amongft  finful  Men  to 
proJUbit  this  Sin  or  that  Sin  utterly  on  a  Pain,  it 
may  not  be  :  But  thus  rather,  he  that  fhall  fo  fin . 

Hull 


0/  E  N  G  L  A  N  D.       145 

fhall    fufFer,  or  lofe  fo  much  ;  whereupon  he  con-  QujenElIzabetfei 
eluded,  that  there  fhould  be  Degrees  in  punifhing  of^    J571. 
Ufury  ;  as  he  that  fliould  take  fo  much,  to  lofe,  or 
be  punifhed  thus ;  he   that  fnall  take  more,  more 
deeply. 

*  Mr,  Fleetwood  (hewed,  that  all  thefe  Argu- 
ments long  fince,  with  great  Skill,  and  very  often 
have  been  opened  in  this  Place  :  He  faid,  it  was  Inge- 
nui  pudoris  fateri  per  quern  profeceris.  Mr.  Cheek, 
he  faid,  argued,  and  fo  rar  forth  explained  this  Mat- 
ter, as  the  Learner  was  thereby  fufficiently  inform-  ' 
ed,  and  the  Learned  fully  fatisfied.  His  Papers  of 
his  Speech,  he  faid,  he  had  not  loll,  and  therefore 
could  fhew  as  much  Cunning  as  the  cunningeft, 
which  had  bent  or  endeavoured  himfelf  thereunto. 
He  faid,  he  had  read  the  Civil  Law,  and  of  the 
Common  Law  fomewhat ;  but  hov/  well  he  did  un- 
derftand  it,  he  would  -not  promife  ought :  What 
Ufury  was,  he  faid,  he  was  not  to  learn  ;  call  it,  if 
we  lift,  Proxima  homicidio,  or  how  elfe  by  a  De- 
fcription  he  forced  not  much  ;  for  if  there  were  not 
Civil  Law,  it  were  not  much  to  be  accounted  of  for 
any  Certainty  in  this  Cafe  thereby  to  be  had  ;  and 
the  moft  antient  Laws  of  this  Realm  have  taught 

us  thereof  fomewhat ;  as  the  Laws  of do 

make  to  us  mention  of  Ufury.  So  do  the  Laws 
made  in  Lucius's  Time,  and  thofe  of  Jihelred  i 
whereby  it  was  ordained,  that  Witches  and  Ufurers 
fliould  bebanifhed.  King  Edward,  the  Saint,  re-  ' 
ferreth  and  appointeth  the  Offenders  herein  to  fufFer 
Ordalum.  Then  was  there  a  great  Kind  of  Ufury 
known,  which  was  called  7^r^;,  and  a  lefler  known 
by  the  Name  of  ....  .  Glanvile,  in  the  Book  de 
legibus  antiquiSy  maketh  mention  of  an  Inquiry  of 
Chriftian  Ufurers.  In  the  Tower,  he  faid,  he  had 
feen  a  Commiflion  awarded  to  the  Mafter  of  the 
Courts  /'he  named  nor  what  Courts)  to  enquire  of 
Ufurers,  and  the  Punifhmcnt  of  them,  he  faid,  was 
whipping  ;  he  faid  further^  by  Scripture,  he  knew  it 
was  damnable  ;  and  therefore,  whether  it  was  good 
or  not  good,  it  was  no  good  Queftion.  For  the 
Matter  of  Implication,  whether  by  the  Pretence  of 

Vol.  IV.  K  the 
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QiieenElizabcth.^^^  Law  it  might  be  intended  that  it  was  in  any 
1^71.  '  Sort  allowed  i  he  faid,  It  mlj^ht  be  conftrued  and 
compared  there  with  the  Statute  of  Tithes :  Where 
it  is  faid,  That  till  for  feven  Years  after  Heaih- 
Cjround  broken  up,  no  Tithe  {hall  be  paid  ;  the 
Conftruflion  hereupon  is  clear.  He  (hewed  alfo, 
that  Uiury  was  malum  in  fe,  for  that  of  fome  other 
Tranl'grcflionsjher  Majefty  may  difpenlc  afore  with  ; 
but  forUfury,  or  to  grant  that  Ufury  maybe  ufed, 
fhe  poffibly  cannot.  Tie  further  faid,  That  the 
Words  of  an  Ad  of  Parliament  are  not  ever  to  be 
followed  ;  for  that  fometimes  the  ConftrudVion  is 
more  contrary  to  what  is  written,  as  in  the  Statute 
of  Magna  Charta  ;  nift  prius  homagium  fecerit. 
And  fome  Statutes  are  winked  at  by  Non-Obferva- 
tion  or  otherwife,  fo  that  they  feem  to  be  no  Laws, 
even  in  thofe  Things  which  we  pra6tife  moft,  as  the 
Sta.ute  of  GloceJiey\  for  the  Oath  to  be  taken  in 
Debt  and  Damages. 

*  Mr.  Dalton  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  Mr. 
F!>:etwood  miftook  the  Bill,  but,  in  Fancy,  he  niif- 
took  his  Arguments. 

*  Mr.  Norton  {hewed,  that  all  Ufury  is  Biting  ; 
as  in  the  Word  Steal  is  contained  all  Kind  of  injuri- 
ous taking  away  of  a  Man's  Goods  :  And  as  Slande- 
rizing  is  faid  to  be  Murihering  or  Homicide ;  fo  is 
Ufury  juftly  ever  to  be  faid  Biting,  they  being;  both 
fo  correlated  or  knit  together,  that  the  one  may  not 
be  without  the  other.  He  concluded,  That  fince  it 
is  doubtful  what  is  good,  we  fhould  be  mindful  of 
the  old  Saying,  ^5f/i//^;Vtf;  ne  frurii^  and  for  that 
^lod  non  ex  fide  eji  peccatum  eji,  therefore  he  wi{hcd 
that  no  Allowance  (hculdbe  of  it.' 

After  which  Debate,  the  Bill  was  committed  to 
Mr.  Treafurer  and  others,  but  their  Names  not 
mentioned. 

April  the  20th  there  were  fome  Arguments  ftartcd 
Debate  relating   conccminiT  the  Liberties  cf  that  Houfe,  and  about 

fo  the  Lihrrtu-3     ^  tti  i-liii  ,,-•  ry. 

oi  LhcHouic.  fome  Untruths  which  had  been  reported  of  it.  (Jn 
which  Mr  Speaker  declared,  *  That  the  Queen  had 
'  as  goo:!  Liking  of  this  Parliament,  as  ever  fhe  had 
'  of  any  Parliament  fmce  her  Maicfly's  Reign.' 

The 
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The  fame  Day  a  Bill  for  Fugitives,  or  fuch  as  Queen  Elizabeth, 
were  fled  beyond  Sei  without  Licence,  was  read  a         1571. 
lirlt  Time,  fay  the  Journals^  but  Deives's  a  Second  ; 
on  which  Mr  Tf^entworth  flood   up,    and   put  the 
Houfc  in  Mind  of  a  Speech  made  by  Sir  Humphrey 
(jilhert  fome  Days  before  : 

'  \\t  proved  his  Speech  (without  naming  him) 
to  be  an  Injury  to  the  Houfe  ;  he  noted  his  Difpofi- 
tion  to  flatter  and  fawn  on  the  Prince,  comparing 
him  to  the  Cameleon,  which  can  change  himfelf  into 
all  Colours,  faving  White  ;  even  fo  (faid  he)  this 
Reporter  can  change  himielf  into  all  Fafhions  but 
Honefl:y  :  He  fhev/e  I  further  the  great  Wrong 
done  to  one  of  the  Houfc,  by  a  Mifreporc  made  to 
the  Qiiecn,  meaning  Mr  Bell ;  he  fhewed  his 
Speech  to  rend  to  no  other  End  than  to  inculcate 
Fear  into  thofe  which  fhould  be  free ;  he  requeued 
Care  for  the  Credit  of  the  Houfc,  and  for  the  Main* 
tenance  of  free  Speech  (the  only  Means  of  ordinary 
Proceedings)  and  to  preferve  the  Liberties  of  the 
Houfe,  to  reprove  Lyers,  inveighing  greatly  out  of 
the  i^criptures  and  otherwife,  againft  Lyers.  As 
tliis  of  Dcivid,  7/w/  O  Lord  flj alt  dejlroy  Lyers ^  &c. 

'  Mr  Treafurer  fignificd  his  Defirc  to  have  all 
Things  well  ;  fiying,  he  could  not  enter  into 
Judgment  of  any  ;  bur  he  Aid,  it  was  convenient 
ill  Speeches  fhould  be  avoided,  and  the  good  Mean- 
ing of  all  Aien  to  be  taken,  \yithout  Wrefling  or 
Mifreporting  ;  and  tlii-  Me.ining  of  all  Men  to  be 
fhcwe  i  in  ^ood  Sort  wiiiiOuL  unfeenily  Words. 

'  Mr  SjK-aktT  endeavoured  an  Agreement  and 
Unity  in  the  Houic,  making  Significarion  that  the 
Queen's  M  ijeiiv  hid  in  plain  Words  declared  unto 
him,  that  ihe  had  good  lntelligei;ce  of  the  orderly 
Proceediiigs  am  mg  us  ;  whereof  iLe  had  as  good 
Liking  as  ever  Hk;  h  .d  of  any  i\udianren[  fince  flie 
came  unt  1  llie  (Jtown;  and  wiihcd  \vc  Ihould  give 
hc-r  no  o'Jvn-  Cauie  iiian  to  couimue  the  lame,  and 
added  further  her  M;iu-;t  y's  Plealurc  to  [)c,  10  rak.; 
Order  for  Licences ;  \v,".c:cin  ihe  hid  been  careful, 
and  more  carefvd  wcu'd  l^c. 

k'  *  I\Ir 
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Qu«n Elizabeth.    '  ^r  CorUtoiu   with  a  very  good  Zeal,   atid 
1571.        orderly  {hew  of  Obedience,  made  Signification  how 
tliat  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  was  detained   from 
them  Cmeaning  Mr   Strickland)  by  whofe  Com- 
mandment, or  for  what  Caufe  he  knew  not.     But 
And  on  a  Mem-^°''  ^^  ^uch  as  he  was  not  now  a  private  Man,  but 
ber  being  detaiji- to  fupply  the  Room,  Perfon  and  Place  of  aMulti-  , 
ed.  tude  fpecially  chofen,  and  therefore  fen t,  he  thought 

that  neither  in  regard  of  the  Country,  which  was 
not  to  be  wronged,  nor  for  the  Liberty  of  the 
Houfe,  which  was  not  to  be  infringed,  we  fhould 
permit  him  to  be  detained  from  us.  But,  what- 
jbever  the  Intendment  of  this  Offence  might  be, 
that  he  fhould  be  fent  for  to  the  Bar  of  that  Houfe, 
thereto  be  heard,  and  there  toanfwer. 

'  Mr  Treafurer  in  fome  Cafe  gave  Advertifement 
to  be  wary  in  our  Proceedings,  and  neither  to  ven- 
ture further  than  our  allured  Warrant  might  ftretch, 
nor  to  hazard  our  good  Opinion  with  her  Majefty 
on  any  doubtful  Caufe.  Withal  he  wifhed  us  not 
to  think  worfe  than  there  was  Caufe.  For  the 
Man  (quoth  he)  that  is  meant,  is  neither  detained 
nor  milufcd,  but  on  Confiderations  is  required  to 
expedt  the  Queen's  Pleafure,  upon  certain  fpecial 
Points;  Wherein  (he  faid)  he  durft  to  allure  that 
the  Man  fliould  neither  have  caufe  to  diflike  or 
complain,  fmce  fo  much  Favour  was  meant  unto 
him  as  he  reafonahly  could  wifli.  He  further  faid, 
that  he  was  in  no  Sort  ftayed  for  any  Word  or 
Speech  by  him  in  that  Place  offered ;  but  for  the 
exhibiting  of  a  Bill  into  the  Houfe  againft  the  Pre- 
rogative of  the  Que  en  ;  which  was  not  to  be  tole- 
rated. Ncvenheiefs  the  Conftruction  of  him  was 
rather  to  have  erred  in  his  Zeal  and  Bill  offered, 
than  malicioufly  to  have  meant  any  Thing  contrary 
to  the  Dignity  Royal.  And  laflly,  he  concluded. 
That  oft  it  had  b-;en  fccn,  that  Speeches  have  been 
cXfimined  and  con(i(]ered  of. 
'  *  Sir  Nlchohi  Arnold^   with  fome  Vehemency, 

moved,  tliat  Care  might  be  had  for  the  Liberty  of 
the   Houfe  j    he  was  enforced,   he  faid,  rather  to 

utter, 
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utter,  and  fo  to  run  into  Danger  of  Offence  ofQueen Elizabeth, 
others,  than  to  be  offended  with  himfelf.  1571. 

'  Mr  Comptroller  replied  to  the  Effedl  Mr  Trea- 
furer  had  before  fpoken. 

'  Mr  Ckere  told,  how  the  Prerogative  is  not 
difputable,  and  that  the  Safety  of  the  Queen  is  the 
Safety  of  the  Subjeds.     He  added,  how  that  for 
Matter  of  Divinity,  every  Man  was  for  his  Inffruc- 
tion  to  repair  to  his  Ordinary,  being  a  private  Man. 
(where  he  utterly  forgot  the  Place  he  fpake  in,  and 
the  Perfon  who  was  meant ;  for  that  Place  required 
and  permitted  free  Speech  with  Authority,  and  the 
Perfon  was  not  himfelf  a  private  Man  but  a  pub- 
lick  ;  by  whom  even  the  Ordinary  himfelf  was  to 
be  directed  J     He  concluded,  that  for  as  much  as 
the  Caufe  was  not  known,  he  therefore  would  the 
^oufe  fhould  ftay. 

'  Mr  Yeherton  faid  he  was  to  he  fent  for,  arguing 
in  this  Sort.  Firft,  he  faid,  the  Precedent  was  peri- 
lous, and  though  in  this  happy  Time  of  Lenity, 
among  fo  good  and  honourable  Perfonages,  under 
fo  gracious  a  Prince,  nothing  of  Extremity  or  In- 
jury was  to  bef  feared  ;  yet  the  Times  might  be 
altered,  and  what  now  is  permitted,  hereafter  might 
be  conltrued  as  of  Duty,  and  enforced  even  on  this 
Ground  of  the  prefent  Permiflion.  He  further 
faid,  that  all  Matters  not  Treafon,  or  too  m.uch  to 
the  Derogation  of  the  Imperial  Crown,  v/ere  tole- 
rable there  ;  where  all  Things  came  to  be  confidered 
of,  and  where  there  was  fuch  Fulnefs  of  Power,  as 
even  the  Right  of  the  Crown  was  to  be  determined, 
and  by  Warrant  whereof  we  had  fo  refolved.  That 
to  fay  the  Parliament  had  no  Power  to  determine  of 
the  Crov/n,  was  High-Treafon.  He  remembered 
how  that  Men  are  not  there  for  themfelves,  but  fof 
their  Countries.  He  fhewed,  it  was  fit  for  Princes 
10  have  their  Prerogatives  \  but  yet  the  fame  to  be 
^raitned  v/ithin  reafonable  Limits.  The  Prince, 
he  fhewed,  could  not  of  herfclf  make  Laws,  nei- 
ther might  {he  by  the  fame  Reafon  break  Laws. 
He  further  faid,  that  the  Speech  uttered  in  that 
Flace,  and  the  Ofibr  made  of  the  Bill,  v/as  not  to 
li  3  b« 
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Queen  Elizabeth,  be  Condemned  as  Evil;  for  that  if  there  weic  any 
*S7i'  Thing  in  the  Book  of  Common- Prayer,  either 
yewiJJ}y  lurk'ifl)  or  Popijhy  the  fame  was  to  be  re- 
formed. He  alfo  faid,  that  amongft  the  Papifls  it 
was  bruted,  that  by  the  Judi2,ment  of  the  Council, 
Strickland  was  taken  for  an  Herciick  j  it  behoved 
therefore  to  think  thereof. 

*  Mr  Fleetwood  firft  (liewed  the  Order  of  Civil 
Arguments  from  the  Caufe,tothis  Effcdt,  ihatl'imc 
mult  be  known  and  Place  obfervcd.  He  faid  then, 
that  of  Exyerience  he  could  report  of  a  Man  thai 
was  called  to. Account  of  his  Speech  in  5'°  of  this 
Qiicen ;  but  he  faid,  he  could  not  meddle  with  fo 
late  Matters,  but  what  he  had  learned  in  the  Parlia- 
ment Rolls,  he  thought  convenient  (hould  be  known 
and  conilJcred  of.  In  the  Time  of  Henty  IV.  a 
Bifliop  of  the  Parliament  was  committed  to  Prifon 
by  Commandment  of  the  King  ;  the  Parliament 
refolved  to  be  Suitors  for  him.  And  in  King  Henry 
V.  the  Speaker  himlelf  was  committed,  and  with 
him  another  of  the  Houfe  ;  the  Houfe  thereupon 
ftayed,  but  Remedy  they  had  none,  other  than  to 
be  Suitors  to  the  King  for  them  ;  whereupon  he 
refolved,  that  the  only  and  whole  Help  of  the 
Hou!e  for  Eaic  of  their  Grief  in  this  Cafe,  was  to 
be  humble  Suitors  to  her  Maiefly,  and  neiiher  fend 
for  him,  nor  demand  him  of  Right. 

*  During  which  Speech  '.lie  Council  whifpeied 
together,  and  thereupon  the  Speaker  moved,  that 
the  Houfe  flicmld  m.ike  Siay  of  any  further  Conful- 
tation  thereupon.' 

On  the  21  ft  Dav  of  z/^'^u"/,  a  Pr^iifo  was  offered 
to  be  made  to  the  Bil'  for  coming  to  Church  and 
receiving  the  Communion.  Which  being  read  a 
feconi  Time,  (^.iveis  Argurr.ents  were  ufed  on  it. 

*  Mr  /IgiiJihy  argued,  th;'.t    there  fliouid   be   no 
.,,huin'n  poiivive  Law  to  inf(-rce  Conkience,  v/hich 

1^;-'  .ce    on  .1  TJi.l  •,  ;■  lt       •       .1  ■     ta,'      1  1         't- 

rri.'tini;  to  ta^    '^   '"''■''''    I'l-'-i-'Tiao  c  m   thisNA'orM,      1  o    comc    to 
(-'.:;ununio;i.       thc  Clv.r. )' ,  f'.. T  that  itispublick,  an  i  ten.leth  but 
to  prove  a  Ala;,  a  ChriftruT,  is  tokr.ihic  ;;nd  conve- 
nient ;  and  not  to  cc.me  to  a  Cl.urch  mav  make  a 
Man  leqm  irreligious,  and  fo  no  Alan  \  for  that  by 

Reii^ 
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•  Religion  only  a  Man  is  known  and  difcerned  from  Queen  Elizabeth 
Brute  Bcafts ;  and  this  is  to  be  judged  by  theOut ward        1571. 
Shew.     But  the  Confcience  of  Man  is  eternal,  in- 
vifible,  and  not  in  the  Power  of  the  greateft  Monar- 
chy in  the  World,  in  any  Limits  to  be  ftraitned,  in 
any  Bounds  to  be  coniained,  nor  with  any  Policy 
of  Man,  if  once  decayed,  to  be  again  raifed.     He 
fliewed,  that  neither  Jew  nor  lurk  do  require  more 
than  the  SubmilTion  to  the  outward  Obfervance, 
and  a  convenient  Silence,  as  not  to  dillike  what  is 
publickly  profefl'ed  ;  but  to   inforce  any  to  do  the 
Ad,  which  may  tend  to  the  Difcovery  of  his  Con- 
fcience, it  is  never  found.     He  ihewed  the  Diffe- 
rence betwixt  coming  to  Church,  and  receiving  the 
Communion  ;  the  one  he  allowed  to  be  incompre- 
henfible  in  Law,    the  other   he  could  not  allow. 
And  in  Anfwer  of  that  which  before  had  been  (aid, 
that  the  Confcience  was  not  ftraitned,  but  a  Penalty 
of  the  Lofs  of  their  Goods  only  adjudged  ;  whereof, 
no  doubt,  the  Law  of  God  and  the  Law  of  Nations 
had  given  to  the  Prince  an  abfolute  Power  ;  he  faid 
to  this,  out  of  C'tcero  de  Legibus^  that  Man  out  of 
his  own  Nature  is  to  care  for  the  Safety  of  Man,  as 
being  reafonable  Creatures,  and  not  the  one  to  feek 
to  bereave  the  other  of  his  neceflury  Livelyhood, 
adding  out  of  the  lame  Book,  this  Saying  of  Tulfyy 
^i  Deum  mn  curat  hunc  Dem  ipfe  judicabit.     He 
fhewed  out  of  St  Paul,  that  we  mud  not  do  111  that 
Good  may  grow  thereby  ;  we  muft  not  take  from 
him  that  is  his,  to  the  End  thereby  to  make  him 
to  do  what  is  not  in  his  Power ;  to  be  lit  for  fo 
great  a  Myftery  God  above  of  his  free  Gift  may 
make  a  Man. 

'  To  come  unworthily  the  Penalty  is  appointed, 
St  P^«/hath  pronounced  it  to  be  Death  and  Damna- 
tion, as  guilty  of  the  Blood  and  Death  of  Chrift. 
Not  to  come  our  Compulfory  Law  fliall  now  con- 
demn, fo  that  this  our  Favour  herein  to  be  extend- 
ed, is  either  to  beg,  or  be  exiled  from  our  native 
Country.  He  fiid.  There  was  no  Example  in  the 
Primitive  Church  to  prove  a  Commandment  for 
coming  to  the  Communion,  but  an  Exhortation  ;  '* 

he 
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Qiiecn  Elizabeth.  ^^^^''^»^^'  ^"^^'^fi  did  excommunicate  Theodofiits^ 
1571.  *?nd  forbid  him  tocome  to  the  Communion,  becaufe 
he  was  an  evil  Man.  And  for  us  to  will  and  com- 
mand Men  to  come,  becaufe  they  are  wicked  Men, 
it  is  too  lliange  an  Inforcement,  and  without  Pre- 
cedent. 

*  Mr.  Agmondefham^  without  Regard  of  any  thing 
fpoken  before,  made  mention  of  a  Decree  in  the 
Star-Chamber,  made  by  nine  of  the  Privy  Council, 
figned  with  their  Hands,  and  the  Hands  of  the 
Chief  Juftices,  concerning  the  receiving  of  the  Com- 
munion by  Gentlemen  of  the  Temple.  This  De- 
cree, made  by  fo  grave  and  learned  Men,  he  thought 
for  himfelf,  and  to  his  own  Confcknce,  was  a  Siay 
what  to  judge,  and  a  Diredlion  or  Precedent  what 
to  follow :  The  Tenor  of  which  Decree,  for  fo 
much  as  it  did  concern  the  Reformation  of  the 
Houfes  of  Courts,  and  principal  Places  to  be  thought 
and  confidered  of,  he  wifhed  might  be  inferted  into 
the  Law.  The  Motion  was  well  liked,  and  he  re- 
quired to  bring  the  fame  the  next  Day,  which  was 
done. 

*  Mr.  'Norton  fhewed,  that  where  many  Men  be, 
there  muft  be  many  Minds,  and  in  Confultations 
convenient  if  is,  to  have  contrary  Opinions,  contra- 
ry Reafons  and  Contradi<5tions  ;  thereby  the  rather 
to  wreftout  the  bed:  But  this  by  the  RuleofRea- 
foning,  and  Reafon  mn^iht  fine  J  urgiii :  He  then  faid, 
that  not  only  the  external  and  outward  Shew  is  to 
be  fought,  but  the  very  Secrets  of  the  Heart  in  God's 
Caufe,  who  is  Scrutator  Cordiumy  muft  come  to  a 
Reckoning.  And  the  good  Seed  fo  lifted  from  the 
Cockle,  that  the  one  may  be  known  fron  the  other. 
A  Man  baptized  is  not  to  be  permitted  among  us 
iox?iJeiu.  And  here  fomewhat  flipping  from  the 
Matter  in  Speech,  he  moved,  that  all  fufpcded  for  Pj- 
pjlty  might  make  this  Oath,  That  they  did  acknow- 
ledge the  Queen  to  be  Queen,  for  any  thing  the 
Pope,  in  ;;ny  refpect,  might  do,  noting  fomc  Imper- 
fection in  the  former  Oath.  To  this  End,  quoth 
he,  are  the  Bulls  now  fent  to  difcharge  Men  of  their 
Allegiance,  and  to  give  free  Pardon  of  Sins  3  fo   that 

he. 
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he,  who  thus  (hould  be  pardoned,  fhould  from  Qneen Elizabeth, 
henceforth  in  no  fort  communicate  with  the  Profef-  is?!* 
fors  of  the  Gofpel  ;  and  now,  quoth  he,  the  very 
Touchftone  of  Trial,  who  be  thofe  Rebelhous 
Calves,  whom  the  Bull  hath  begotten,  mull  be  the 
Receivingof  the  Communion  ;  which  whofofhall 
refufe,  we  may  juftly  fay,  He  favoureth,  ^c.  And 
Men  are  not  otherwife  to  be  known  but  by  the  ex- 
ternal Sign.  To  anfwer  and  fatisfy  the  Dilemma 
objefted  before  in  the  iirft  Day,  made  concerning 
the  Diforders  of  certain  Minifters,  in  faying  of  the 
Service  contrary  to  the  Inftrudion  of  the  Book  ;  he 
wifhed,  this  Provifo  might  be  added,  that  miftaking 
of  Chapters,  mif-reading,  &c.  ihould  be  recovered  as 
no  Offence,  fo  that  there  be  no  Mafs-Song,  or  Po- 
pifh  Service  ufed  in  Laiin,  ^c.  And  thus  the  Bill 
refted  to  be  further  confidered  of.* 

This  is  the  Sum  of  all  the  Debates  which  the  JouV" 
nalijl  hath  given  us  in  this  Seflion  of  Parliament. 
But,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  thofe  Debates,  efpeci- 
ally  on  Church  Affairs,  were  managed  with  Caution, 
for  the  Queen  always  fhewed  a  Diflike  that  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  fhould  meddle  in  Ecclefiaftical 
Matters.  Nor  were  they  without  fome  Checks 
from  Court,  on  the  Freedom  of  Speech  in  other 
Things,  where  it  bore  too  hard  on  the  Prerogative. 
Mr.  Strickland^  we  are  told,  in  one  of  his  Speeches, 
earneftly  prefling  the  Reformation  of  the  Book  of 
Common-Prayer,  was,  the  next  Day,  called  before 
the  Queen's  Council,  and  commanded  by  them  to 
forbear  going  to  the  Houfe  till  their  Pleafure  was 
further  known.  This  occafioned  great  Clamour 
within  Doors  ;  and  divers  Speeches  and  Motions 
were  made,  relating  to  Breach  of  Privilege,  by  Re-  checkstlieMem- 
llraint  ofone  of  their  Members  from  attending  ;  altho'  bers  for  debating 
he  was  neither  imprifoned  nor  confined.  But,  the  on  Points  of  Pre- 
Spsaker  p,ot  up,  and  defired  the  Hou'e  to  forbear  any  '^°S^^'^^'  "^^ 
further  D,:rj.-ite  on  that  Matter  ;  and,  the  next  Day, 
Mr.  StricklandcTime  again  to  the  Houfe  by  the  Coun- 
cil's Allowance,  to  the  no  fmall  Joy  of  his  Bre- 
thren. On  another  Day,  alfo.^this  Seflionj  the  Speak- 
er 
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Queen  Elizabeth,  ^r  informed  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  received  a  Com- 
1571.  mand  from  her  Majefty  to  caution  the  Members  to 
fpend  lefs  Time  in  Motions,  and  to  avoid  long 
Speeches.  The  JoumaJiJl  tells  us,  that  this  Mel- 
fage  was  occafioncd  by  one  Mr.  Belli  fpeaking  a- 
gainft  Monopolies  or  granting  of  Licences,  which, 
he  thought,  was  contrary  to  certain  Statutes,  and, 
as  was  faid,  fccmed  to  fpeak  againft  the  Prerogative. 
Tho',  adds  the  Journali/i,  what  he  did  fay  was  fo 
much  to  Order,  that  thofe  who  were  touched  might 
be  angry,  but  they  could  not  blame  him  for  it- 

The  next  Thing  we  think  proper  to  mention, 
in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Commons,  this  Seffion,  is 
a  Cafe  of  Bribery.     It  feems  that  one  Thomas  Longy 
Gent,  was  returned  for  the  J^orough  oilVeJlhury^  in 
the   County  of  IVihSy   for  this  prefent  Parliament, 
Proceedings  in  a  who  being  found  out  to  be  a  very  fimple  Man,  and 
Caufe  of  Bribery,  not  fit  to  ferve  in  that  Place,  was  quellioned  how 
he  came  to  be  eledled.     The  poor  Man  immediate- 
ly confeflld  to  the  Houfe,  that  he  gave  to  Anthony 
Garland^  Mayor  of  the  faid  Town  of  IVeJlbury,  and 
one  JVatts^  of  the  hmt,  four  Pounds,  for  his  Place 
in  Parliament.     Upon  which,  an  Order  was  made 
that  the  faid  Garland  and  Watts  fliould  repay  unto 
the  faid  Thomas  Long  the  four  Pounds  rhey  had  of 
him.     Alfo,  that  a  Fine  of  twenty  P(;unds  be  aflef- 
ied,  for  the  Queen's  Ule,  on  the  faid  Corporation 
and  Inhabitants  of  IVeJibury^  lor  their  fcandalous  At- 
tempt.    That  the  faid  Thomas  Long  fliould  be  dif- 
charged  from  all  Bond?,  given  to  the  fliid  Corporati- 
on, for  executing  his  Place  in  Parliament.     And, 
lafily,  that  the  Mayer  and  IP'c.tti  fliould  be  fen t  for 
by  a  Purfuivant,  to  anfwcr  fuch   Things    as  fhould 
beobjcd^ed  ng.iini>  them  by  liu  Houfe. 

But  wc  hear  no  more  of  this  Master;  probably 
the  Straitncfs  of  the  Time  p;'  vcnird  it,  bein^';  very 
near  the  End  of  this  Si  (Hon.  Ic  tjiuft  be  allowed  that 
a  Seat  in  Parliament  w;'s  \\<:\\  very  cheap  in  thofe 
Days.  For,  tho'  t; '^  \'rdueof  Money,  then,  was 
much  greater  ihan  i:  is  now,  yd  f^jtr  Pounds  k^w 
never  bear  a  Proportion  to  the  n.oi;il;ous  Sums  that 

liavc 
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have  been  expended,  or  given,  fcr  a  Seat  in  Parlia-QueenElizabeth. 
ment  in  much  later  Times.  i57i« 

May  the  28th,  Upon  Speeches  uttered  in  the 
Houfc,  '  Thac  Tome  of  the  Members  of  it  had 
'  taken  Money  for  their  l^cices,  a  Committee  was  ^ 

'  appointedof  all  the  Privy  Council  of  that  Houfe, 

*  with  others,  to  meet  that  Afternoon,  in  the  Star- 
'  Chamber,  to  examine  what  Perfcxis,  being  Mem- 

*  bers  of  that  Houfe,  had  taken  any  Fees  or  Rewards  ^ 
'  for  their  Voices,  in  the  Furtherance  or  Hinderance 

*  of  any  Bills  offered   in   the  Houfe.     Who,  the 

*  next  Day,  reported.  That  they  could  net  learn  of 
'  any  Member  that  had  fold  his  Voice  in  the  Houfe, 
'  or  any  way  dealt  unlawfully,  or  indiredliy,  in  that 
'  Behalf.  Thereupon,  Mr  Mr/ijw  declaring,  That 
'  he  heard   fume  had  him  in  Sufpicion  that  Way, 

'  juftified  himfclf ;  and  was,  upon  the  Queftion,         "^ 

*  cleared,  and  his  honeft  and  juft  Dealing,  and  great 
'  Pains-taking  declared  and  affirmed  by  the  Votes  of 
'  the  whole  Houle.'  If  this  Purgation,  or  Scrutiny, 
was  truly  made,  it  is  a  remarkable  Inftance  of  the 
integrity  and  Incorruption  of  Parliaments  in  thofe 
Days. 

But,  we  find  that  this  Qiieen  had  fmall  Occafion 
to  bribe  her  Parliaments  ;  they  were  ready  enough 
tosive  her  every  Thing  {he  wanted,  even  without 
asking.  And,  when,  at  any  Time,  they  touched 
upon  her  Prerogative,  cither  in  Religious  or  Civil 
Matters,  a  haughty  Meliage  or  two  brought  them, 
tamely,  to  fubmit  and,  calmly,  bear  tlie  Burden  : 
One  Inftance  more,  amongft  miany  in  this  Reign, 
is  now  before  us.  For,  when  this  Parliament  was 
Sickling  about  a  farther  Reformation  in  Church- Af- 
fairs, and  had  framed  Articles  for  that  Purpofe  ; 
fhe  lent  the  Commons  Word,  *  7^hat  fhe  liked 
their  Articles  well  enough,  but  would  have  them 
publifhedby  the  Pifliops,  under  the  Direction  of 
1-er  own  Royal  and  Supreme  Auihority  ;  pofitive- 
ly,  inhibiting  them  from  dealing  in  fuch  Mat- 
te ri(  a}.' 

In 

(n}  S:;e  D^ E':i-fs's  Jcurf-a!,  vi.  180.  for  a  much  farther  Account  of 
this  A^uv  than  is  ta  be  met  with  in  the  Journals  of  the  Conuaoni. 


Queen  Elizabeth, 
1571. 


The  I^rd  Kfep- 
ei's   S^ch    at 
th-r  Clole  of  the 
SeiTlon. 
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In  the  printed  Statutes  are  only  the  Titles  of 
twenty-eight  A£ts  pafled  this  Seflion,  in  the  Ca- 
talogue of  the  Lords  Journals  are  forty-one  ;  but, 
in  the  Supernumerary  are  none  of  any  Moment, 
except  what  have  been  mentioned.  On  the  igih  of 
May^  a  Bill  for  a  general  Pardon  was  read  thrice,  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  concluded.  And  in  the 
Afternoon  of  the  fame  Day  the  Queen  came  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  and  being  feated  on  the  Throne, 
the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  came  up  with 
the  Bills,  and  made  a  Speech  on  the  Occafion. 
The  Particulars  of  which  are  not  given,  but  tlie 
'Journaiijl  hath  preferved  the  Lord  Keeper.  Sir  iVi- 
cholai  Bacon's  Anfwer  to  it,  which  is  as  follows : 

Mr  Speaker^ 

THE  Queen's  Majefty  hath  heard,  and  doth 
very  v/ell  underltand,  how  difcreetly  and 
wifely  you  have  declared  the  Proceedings  of  this 
Seflion  in  the  Nether  Houfe  ;  tor  Anfwer  where- 
of, and  for  the  better  Signification  of  what  her 
Majefty's  Opinion  is,  both  of  P<irliament  Men 
and  Parliament  Matters,  this  is  to  let  you  under- 
ihnd,  her  Majefty  hath  commanded  me  to  fay 
unto  you,  that  like  as  the  greaieft  Number  of 
them  of  the  Lower  Houfe,  have  in  the  Prcceed- 
ingsof  this  Seffion  fliev/'d  themfelves  modeft,  dif- 
creet,  and  dutiful,  as  becomes  good  apd  loving 
Subjeif^s,  and  meet  for  the  Places  that  they  be 
called  unto:  00  there  be  certain  of  them,  altho* 
not  many  in  Number,  who  in  the  Proceeding  of 
this  ScfTion,  have  (hew'd  themfelves  audacious, 
arrogant,  and  prc;umptuous,  calling  ber  Mi^je- 
fty's  Grants  and 'Prerogatives  alio  m  queftion, 
contrary  to  their  Duty  and  Place  that  they  be 
called  unto  ;  and  contrary  to  the  exprefs  Admo- 
nition given,  in  her  Majefty's  Name,  in  the  Be- 
ginning of  this  Parliament  ;  which  it  might  very 
wel!  have  become  them  to  have  had  more  Regard 
unto.  But  her  Majefty  faith,  that  lecmg  they 
will  thus  wilfully  forget  themfelves,  they  are  o- 
therwife  to  be  rcmembred  j  and  like  as  her  Ma- 
jefty 
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jefly  allows  and  much  commends  the  former  Sort,  Queen  Elizabeth, 
lor  the  Refpedts  aforefaid ;  fo  doth  her  Highnefs  1571. 
utterly  difallow,  and  condemn  the  fecond  Sort, 
for  their  audacious,  arrogant,  and  prefumptuous 
Folly,  thus  by  fupurfluous  Speech  Ipending  much 
Time  in  meddling  with  Matters  neither  pertain- 
ing to  them,  nor  within  the  Capacity  of  their  Un- 
derftanding. 

'  And  thus  much  concerning  the  Parliament  of 
the  Lower  Houfe. 

*  And  as  to  the  Lords  here  of  the  Upper  Houfe, 
her  Majefty  hath  commanded  me  to  let  you 
know,  that  her  Highnefs  taketh  their  Diligence, 
Difcretion,  and  orderly  Proceedings,  to  be  fuch, 
as  redoundeth  much  to  their  Honour  and  Com- 
mendations, and  much  to  her  Comfort  and  Con- 
folation.  And  here  an  End  touching  Parliament 
Men. 

*  Now  as  to  Parliament  Matters,  her  Majefty 
hath  commanded  me  to  open  and  declare  unto 
you,  her  Opinion  conceived  therein,  touching 
two  Things ;  the  one  is  concerning  the  Subfidy 
and  Benevolence,  the  other  is  concerning  the 
Execution  of  the  Laws.  As  to  the  former, 
which  concerneth  the  Subfidy  and  Benevolence, 
her  Pleafure  is  that  I  fhall  fay  unto  you,  that  in 
your  Dealings  in  that  Matter  fhe  hath  noted  three 
Things  principally,  every  of  them  tending  much 
to  the  ietting  forth  of  your  Benevolences  and 
good  Wills  ;  the  firft  is,  who  it  was  that  granted, 
the  fecond,  is  the  Manner  of  the  grant- 
ing, the  third  what  it  was  that  was  granted.  As 
to  the  firft,  her  Majefty  forgetteth  not,  that  it  is 
a  Grant  made  proceeding  from  the  earneft  Af- 
fections, and  hearty  good  Wills,  of  her  good, 
dutiful,  and  obedient  Subjects,  for  the  greateft 
Part :  And  therefore  hath  commanded  me  to  fay 
unto  you,  thar  (he  maketh  a  greater  Accompt  of 
the  great  good  Wills  and  benevo'dnt  Minds  of  her 
good  and  loving  Subjects,  than  fhe  doth  of  ten 
Subfidies  ;  which,  as  it  ought  to  bring  and  breed 
in  us  great  Comfort  and  Delight,  fo  in  reafon  it 
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ought  to  move  us  (as  I  doubt  not  but  it  doth  j  to 
he  and  continue  fuch  as  be  worthy  fuch  an  Eftima- 
tion  and  Account.  Again,  her  Majefty  forgetteth 
not,  that  befides  this  is  not  a  Grant  by  good  and 
loving  Subjeds,  that  never  made  like  Grant  here- 
tofote,  but  by  fuch  as  have  contributed  from 
Time  to  Time,  as  the  neceflary  Charges  of  the 
Reahn,  and  their  own  Sureties  have  required  j 
which  dorh  much  commend  and  fet  forth  this 
Benevolence  of  yours.  And  thus  much  concern- 
ing the  Perfonsthat  have  granted. 

*  And  as  to  the  fecond,  which  is  the  Manner  of 
granting,  her  Highncfsknoweth  very  well,  that 
before  her  Time  thefe  Manner  of  Grams  have 
fundry  Times  paft,  not  without  Difficulties,  with 
long  Perfuafion?,  and  fomctimes  not  without 
fharp Speeches,  but  this  contrariwife  without  any 
fuch  Speeches  or  other  DifHculty,  hath  been  free- 
ly and  frankly  offered  and  prefented  ;  and  like  as 
the  former  did  m  :ch  extenuate  their  Benevolence, 
fo  is  this  of  yours  greatly  extended.  It  is  written 
?.rd  very  truly,  concerning  Benevolences,  ^/i 
diu  dilhuHt  diu  noluit^  and  therefore  jullly  con- 
cluded, Bis  ddt  qui  cito  dat  ',  which  Sayings  Ihe 
cannot  but  apply  to  you,  in  the  Proceedings  of 
your  Grant. 

'  Again,  Univerfality  in  Confent  doth  greatly 
commend  alfo  your  Dealings  in  this  Matter  ;  for 
a  more  univerfal  Confent  than  was  in  this,  will 
hardly  be  had  in  any ;  and  therefore  much  the 
more  commendable.  And  thus  much  touching 
the  Manu'.-r  of  the  Gift. 

*  And  to  the  third,  which  conccrnclh  the  Thing 
given,  her  Majclly  laith,  that  fhe  thiiiketh  it  to 
be  as  great  as  any  heretofore  hath  been  granted, 
and  therefore  you  are  to  receive  condign  Thanks 
for  it.  And  haih  further  willed  me  to  fay,  that 
if  the  Service  of  the  Realm  and  your  Suretie'S 
would  io  permit  and  fufl'er,  her  Majefty  would  as 
gladly,  as  readily,  and  as  frankly  remit  this 
Grant,  as  you  have  freely  and  liberally  granted  it. 
'I  hus  I   have  rcmcmbrcd  unto    you   the  three 
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princely  Obfervations,  that  her  M.ijefty  hath  con-  Quegj,  Elizabeth, 
ceivedof  this  Benevolence  of  yours,  much  to  your  1571. 
Comfort,  and  greatly  to  her  Majefty's  Honour ;  . 
to  your  Commendation  for  granting,  and  to  her 
Highnefs  for  this  honourable  accepting  ;  for  her 
Majcfty  (hall  by  this  Grant  receive  no  Commo- 
dity or  Benefit,  but  rather  a  continual  Care  in 
difpendingand  employing  of  it,  about  the  necefla- 
ry  Affairs  and  Service  of  the  Realm,  and  your 
Sureties  ;  and  yet  it  is  a  great  Comfort  to  her 
Majefly,  to  fee  you  thus  frankly  and  freely  join 
withherlelf,  the  Realm,  and  you. 
*  Now  to  the  fecond  and  laft  Part,  which  con- 
cerneth  the  Execution  of  the  Laws,  which  I 
mean  to  divide  into  two  Parts ;  the  firft  is  the 
Execution  of  your  Grant,  the  fecond  is  the  Ex- 
ecution of  Laws,  now  made  by  you,  and  of  the 
reft  made  before  of  others.  As  to  the  former,  I 
am  to  remember  you,  that  like  as  it  hath  pleafed 
the  Queen's  Majefly  thus  princely,  honourably, 
and  thankfully,  to  think  of  and  acc'ept  this  free 
and  liberal  Grant  of  yours  ;  fo  certainly,  if  the 
like  Diligence  and  Endeavour  be  not  ufed,  by  fuch 
of  you  as  Choice  fliall  be  made  of  by  her  Maje- 
fty,  for  the  due  putting  in  Execution  of  this 
Grant,  then  furely  thofe  ihat  fliall  be  thusremifs, 
or  negligent,  as  by  that  Means  her  Majelty  and 
^the  Realm  fliall  be  defrauded  of  any  Part  of  that 
which  hath  been  thus  freely  granted,  (hall  there- 
by minifter  juft  occafion  to  her  Highnefs  to  have 
their  Fidelity  and  Truth  towards  her  Majefty, 
much  to  be  lufpededand  charged  ;  which  would 
touch  them  very  near.  Neither  is  it  an  Offence 
that  would  lie  pretermitted,  but  feveiely  punifhed. 
Why,  if  the  Ca!e  were  between  common  Per- 
fons,  can  there  be  a  greater  Untruth  and  Un- 
thanklulnefs,  than  for  a  Man  to  make  a  Grant  in 
Appearance  willinely  and  readily,  and  then  to 
leek,  wilily  and  craftily  to  defraud  the  fame  Grant? 
This  amongtl  honell  Perfons  is  utterly  detell:ed, 
and  if  fo,  how  then  might  it  be  thought  of  be- 
tween the  Prince  and  his  Subjev^ls,  where  for  di- 
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vers  Refpedls  this  Bond  is  thrice  as  great  j  for  as 
the  Subjeft,  by  the  Duty  of  his  Allegiance,  is  to 
ferve  the  Prince  truly,  even  fo  is  he  by  his  Oath, 
and  fo  is  he  by  the  great  Truft,  that  by  the  Princes 
Choice  is  committed  unto  him,  as  a  Commifli- 
oner  in  this  Matter,  above  others.  Plainly  to 
fpeak,  it  may  be  affirmed,  and  that  juftly,  that 
fuch  as  be  in  Commifllon  for  the  Execution  of 
this  Grant,  and  {hall  deal  partially,  either  for  Fa- 
vour or  for  Fear,  or  for  Love  to  themfelves  or 
their  Friends,  or  negligently  or  remifly,  of  Pur- 
pofe  whereby  her  Majefty  (hall  not  be  anfwered 
of  what  is  due  unto  her  ;  fuch,  1  fay,  may 
juftly  be  charged  as  Men  forgetting  their  Duty 
towards  God,  and  their  Sovereign,  and  to  their 
Country.  It  cannot  be  denied,  that  Numbers 
refpedlonly  their  private  Profit,  and  not  iheuni- 
verfal  Profit  of  the  Realm,  which  is  their  Surety 
and  Defence ;  they  refpeft  themfelves  as  private 
Perfons,  and  not  as  Members  of  the  Univerfal 
Body  ;  but  their  Imperfection  would  be  fupplied 
by  the  Wifdom  and  Perfwafion  of  fuch,  as  the 
Queen's  Majefty  (hall  commit  Truft  unto  by  her 
Commifllon,  to  fee  this  SubfiJy  well  and  truly 
levied. 

'  And  thus  much  for  the  Execution  of  the 
Grant.  Now  to  the  Execution  of  Laws,  made 
by  you,  and  the  reft  made  heretofore  by  others.  I 
am  to  remember  you,  that  all  thefe  Labours,  Tra- 
vels, and  f*ains,  taken  about  the  Laws  now 
made,  and  before  t'nie  taken  about  the  reft  here- 
tofore made,  and  all  the  Charge  fuftained  by  the 
Realm  about  the  making  of  them,  is  all  in  vain, 
and  Labour  loft,  without  the  due  Execution  of 
them.  For,  as  it  hath  been  faid,  a  Law  without 
Execution  is  but  a  Body  without  Life,  a  Caufe 
without  an  EfFed,  a  Countenance  of  a  Thing, 
and  indeed  nothing  ;  Pen,  Ink,  and  Paper,  are 
as  much  towards  the  Governatice  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, as  the  Redder  or  Helm  of  a  Ship 
fervcih  to  the  Governance  of  it  without  a  Gover- 
nor, and  as  Rods  ferve  for  Corredtion   without 
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Hands.  Were  '.it  not  meer  Madnefs  for  a  Man  QueenEiizabeth. 
to  provide  fair  Torches  to  guide  his  going  by  i57»« 
Night,  and  when  he  (hould  ufe  them  in  the 
Dark  to  carry  them  unlight  ?  Or  for  one  to  pro- 
vide fair  and  handfome  Tools  to  prune  or  re- 
form his  Orchard  or  Garden,  and  to  lay  them  up 
without  Ufe  ?  And  what  Thing  elfe  is  it  to  make 
wholfome  and  provident  Laws  in  fair  Books,  and 
to  lay  them  up  fate,  without  feeing  them  execut- 
ed ?  Surely  in  Reafon  there  is  no  Difference  be- 
tween the  Examples,  faving  that  the  making  of 
Laws,  without  Execution,  is  in  much  worfe 
Cafe,  than  thofe  vain  Provifions  before  remem- 
bred  i  for  thofe,  albeit  they  do  no  Good, 
yet  they  do  no  Hurt  ;  but  the  making  of  Laws 
without  Execution,  does  very  much  Harm  ;  for 
that  breeds  and  brings  forth  Contempt  of  Laws, 
and  Law-makers,  and  of  all  Magiftrates  j  which 
is  the  very  Foundation  of  all  Mifgovernance,  and 
therefore  muft  needs  be  great  and  heinous  in  thofe 
that  are  the  Caufers  of  this  ;  indeed  they  are  the 
very  Occafions  of  all  Injuries  and  Injuftice,  and 
of  all  Diforders  and  Unquietnefs  in  the  Common- 
wealth. For  certain  and  evident  it  is,  that  the 
Queen's  Majefty,  that  is  Head  of  the  Law,  doth 
all  meet  for  her  Majefty  to  do,  for  the  due  Ex- 
ecution of  them.  Firft,  fhe  giveth  her  Royal 
Aflent  to  the  making  of  them  ;  the  moft  material 
of  them  (he  commandeth  to  be  proclaimed  and 
publifhed  ;  and  yet  ceafeth  not  there,  but  fhe 
granteth  out  her  Com  million  into  every  of  her 
Shires,  to  Men  which  are  or  fhould  be  of  greateft 
Conlideration  within  the  Limits  of  their  Charge, 
which  for  the  better  executing  of  them  are  fworn 
to  fee  the  Execution  of  her  Laws  to  them  com- 
mitted, within  ihe  Limits  of  their  Commiflions  ; 
and  yet  befides  all  this,  by  her  Majefty's  Com- 
mandment, a  Number  of  thefe  Juftices  are  yearly 
once  at  the  lead  call'd  into  her  Highnefles  Star- 
Chamber,  and  there  in  her  Majefty's  Name,  ex- 
horted, admonifhed,  and  commanded,  to  fee  the 
due  Execution  of  their  Charges. 
Vol.  IV.  L  '  And 
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Queen Eliiabeth.  *  And  ihus  you  fee  her  Majefty  ena6leth,  pro-* 
1572.  '  claimeih,  commitielh,  exhorteth,  admonilheth, 
and  ccmmandeth  from  Time  to  Time ;  yea, 
what  can  bedevifed  meet  for  her  Majefty  to  do, 
for  Help  of  this,  that  is  left  undone  ?  Surely  no- 
thing, to  her  Majefty's  Honour  and  Renown, 
Whereupon  it  followeth,  neceflarily  and  confe- 
quenily,  that  the  whole  Burthen  of  the  Offence 
and  Enormity  muft  light  upon  us,  that  are  put  in 
Truft  by  her  Majefty,  to  fee  thofe  Laws  exe- 
cuted ;  and  certainly  this  Offence  groweth  great 
or  little,  as  the  Truft  committed  for  the  Execu- 
tion of  Laws,  is  great  or  little  ;  and  therefore  it 
ftandeth  us  greatly  upon,  to  ufe  our  whole  Cares 
and  Endeavours,  for  the  Help  of  this  hereafter. 
Were  it  pofiible,  trow  you,  that  if  Juftices  being 
difpers'd  through  the  whole  Realm,  as  they  be, 
did  carefully  and  diligently  endeavour  themlelves, 
according  to  the  Truft  committed  unto  them,  by 
their  Sovereign,  duly  and  truly  to  execute  their 
Charge,  as  they  be  bound  by  their  Oath  to  God, 
and  by  their  Allegiance  to  iheir  Sovereign,  and 
by  Duty  10  their  natural  Country,  and  rightly 
con  fide  I 'd,  by  the  Love  they  ftiould  bear  to  them- 
felves  and  their  Pofterity,  (for  if  their  Country  do 
not  well,  they  fhall  fare  but  illfavouredlyj  weie 
it  poflible,  I  fay,  if  this  were  fo  done,  that  Laws 
fliould  be  thus  remifly  and  negligently  executed  ? 
No,  doubtlels.  Is  it  not,  trow  you,  a  monftrous 
difguidng,  10  have  a  Juftice  a  Maintaincr  ;  to 
have  him  that  fhould  by  his  Oath  and  Duty  fet 
forth  Jultice  and  Right,  againft  his  Oath  offer  In- 
jury and  Wron^;  to  hnvc  him  that  is  fpecially 
thofenamongft  a  Number  by  a  Prince  toappeafe 
all  Brawlings  and  Controvcifie?,  to  be  a  Sower 
and  Maintainer  of  Sirife  and  Sedition,  by  fwayin^ 
aiid  leading  of  Juries  according  to  his  Will  ;  ac- 
quitting lomc  for  Gain,  indicting  others  for  Mi> 
lice,  bearing  with  them  as  his  Servant  or  Friend, 
overthrowing  others  as  his  Enemy  j  procuring  the 
(^eftmongcitobe  of  his  Livery,  or  otherwile  iri 
hio  Danger  j   iliat  his  Winks,  Frownings,    and 
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Countenances  may  direft  all  Inquefts?    Surely,  Que«n Elizabeth, 
furely,    thefe  be  they  that  be  Subverters  of  all         isi^' 
good  Laws  and  Orders  ;  yea,  that  make  daily  the 
Laws,  which  of  their  Nature  be  good,  to  become 
Inftruments  of  all  Injuries  and  Mifchiefs  ;    thefe 
be  they  indeed  of  whom  fuch  Examples  would  be 
made,  as  of  the  Founders  and  Maintainers  of  all 
Enormities  ;  and  thefe  be  thofe,  whom,  if  you 
cannot  reform  for  their  Greatnefs,  you  ought  to 
complain  of  them  j  and  like  as  this  is  not  faid  of 
thofe  that  be  good,  fo  is  this  and  much  more  to 
be  faid  and  done  againft  thofe  that  be  evil. 
'  But  here  it  may  be  faid,  the  Mifchief  appears  ; 
what  is  the  Remedy  ?  To  make  all  Laws  pre- 
fently  executed  :  I  can  hardly  hope  to  make  them 
in  better  Cafe  than  now  they  be,  and  although  I 
had  fuch  Hopes,  I  could  find  no  more  Helps  but 
thefe. 

'  The  firft  is,  having  great  Care  in   the  Choice 
of  the  Officers :    The  fecond,  by  fharp  Ccrrefti- 

■  ons  impo fed  upon  fuch  Offenders.     There  fliould 

*  be  throughout  the  Realm  a  Triennial  or  Biennial 

■  Vifitation  in  this  Nature,  made  of  all  Temporal 

*  Officers   and  Minifters,  that  by   virtue  of  their 

*  Office  have  in  Charge  to  fee  Execution  of  Laws. 
'  By  this  I  mean,  that  the  Qiieen's  Majefty  (hould 
'  make  Choice  every  fecond  or  third  Year,  of  cer- 
'  tain  expert  and  approved  Perfons,  to  whom  Com- 
'  miffion  fhould  be  granted,  to  try  out  and  exa- 
'  mine,  by  all  good  Means  and  Ways,  the  OfFen- 
'  ces  of  all  fuch  as  have  not  feen  to  ihe  due  Execu- 

*  tion  of  the  Laws,  and  according  to  the  Offences 

*  fo  found  and  certified,  to  be  fliarply  punifhed 
'  without  OmiOlon  or  Redemption. 

'  Of  Effedllike  unto  this,  and  to  the  like  End, 

*  was  the  Vifitaiion  of  the  Church   firfl   devifed, 

*  whereof  came  in  the  Beginning;  great  Gooddoubt- 

*  lefs;  and  Reafon  I  fee  none,  buc  that  a  like  Good 
'  ought  to   follow  upoi!  a  like  Vifitation  made  a- 

*  mongfl  Temporal   Officers.     Now    to  find  out 

*  the  Faults  feemeth  not  hard,  for  amongff   many 

*  other  Ways,  there  is  one  plain,  evident  and  eafy  ^ 
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and  that  is  where  Offences  do  abound  in  any 
Country,  contrary  to  the  Laws,  which  the  Jul- 
tices  fhould  fo  reform,  and  there  be  nothing  done 
by  I  hem  for  the  Reformation  of  thofe  Offences  j 
1  do  not  fee  but  this  makes  a  lull  Charge  of  their 
Uncarefulnefsand  Negligence,  whereby  they  are 
well  worthy,  upon  Certificate  made,  as  is  afore- 
faid,  to  be  removed  of  all  Governance,  to  their 
perpetual  Ignominy,  and  to  the  Commendation 
of  all  thofe  that  remain  as  good  Officers. 
*  And  befides,    to  fet  forth  other  Pains  upon 
them,  as  by  Law  may  be  juftified  ;    if  this  were 
once  or  twice  done,  I  doubt  not  but  the  Examples 
following  of  the  doing  of  it  would  caufe  greater 
Diligence  to  be  ufed  in  the  Execution  of  Laws, 
than  now  there  is.     And  the  better  to  underftand 
which    be  thofe  Juftices  that  do  offend,    why 
might  there  not  be  Order  taken,  that  the  Name 
of  every  Juftice  that  hath  not  profecuted  any  Of- 
fender   for  any  Offence  com.mitted  contrary  to 
any  Law,  which  by  theCommiffion  that  he  is  in, 
he  is  authoiiled  to  fee  puniO-.ed,  might  be  eiured 
into  lome  Rolls  ;  and  alfo  how  often,  and  how 
many  of  thofe  Kind  of  Offences  he  hath  alfo  pro- 
fecuted for  a  Declaration  of  his  Diligence,  where- 
by it  might  appear  when  fuch  Vilitation  fliould 
come,  who  hath  been  careful,  and  who  hath  been 
negligent,  to   the  End  that  the  floihful,  drowfy 
Drones,  might  be  fevered  from  the  diligent  and 
careful  Bees.     And  like  as  I  could  wifh  this  to  be 
done  concerning  Officers  of  mean  Degree,  fo  do  I 
dcfirc  that  the  fame  Courfe  might  be  taken  with 
rhc  grsatand  greateft,  for  lo  it  fhould  be  equable. 
But  if  there  be  nothing  done  therein,  but  Things 
left  as  they  have  been,  then  muft  you  look  to  have 
your  Laws  executed  ns  they  have  been,  if  not 
worfc  ;  for  Words  will  not  reform  thefc  Matters, 
as  1  have  fccn  by  Proof.     And  this  is  the  Sum  of 
v.'hat  I  have  to  lay  at  this  Time,  concerning  the 
Execution  of  Lawi.' 
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This  Speech  being  ended,  and  the  Royal  Aflent  Qiicen Elizabeth, 
given  to  the  Bills,  the  Lord  Keeper,  by   her  Ma-        ^S7^-    ■ 
jelly's  Command,  diflblved  the  Parliament. 

Matters  began  now  to  be  very  critical  with   the 
Queen  of  Scots,  who  had  been  a  Prifoner  in  Eng-  Proceedings   re- 
land  ever  fince  {he  fled  here  for  Protedion  from  her  ^*'^'"e  *°  '^•'"y 
rebellious  Subjeds  ;  who  had  now  aftually  depofed  ^""  °^  ^^'  ''' 
her,  and  fet  her  young  Son  Jama  on  the  Throne. 
Being   weary   of  Reftraint,    the  unhappy    Queen 
had  ufed  many  Endeavours  to  efcape,  which   were 
then   called  Confpiracies  againft   the  Englijlj  Go- 
vernment.    In  one  of  which  fhe  had  drawn  in  the 
Duke  of   Norfolk  to  aflifl  her ;    and,  by  a  formal 
Contradl  of  Marriage  between  them,  the  Duke  fell 
into  a  Snare  which  efFedlually  ruin'd  him.     He  was 
arraigned  for  this  and  fome  more  Crimes  laid  to  his 
Charge,  was    tried  by  his  Peers,  and  unanimouily 
found  guilty  of  High  Treafon.     But  whilll  this  no- 
ble Duke  lay   under  Sentence  of  Death,  another 
Confpiracy  was  formed  to  releafe  him  ;  which  being 
found  out,  and  the  Adors  in   it  executed,  it  was 
thought  necellary  to  call  a   new   Parliament,  the  a  new  Pariia- 
very  next  Year  after  the  Diflblution  of  the  laft,  to"^cnt  caii'd. 
frame  fuch  Laws  as  might  eftablifli  the  Qi_ieen  and 
the  prefent  Government,  on  the  moft  lafting  Foun- 
dation. 

It  hath  been  hinted,  more  than  once,  in  thefe 
Enquiries,  that  the  Jealouly  the  Queen  was  under, 
as  well  as  all  the  Englifl)  Protejlanis  of  rhofe  Days, 
about  the  Queen  of  Sects,  was  the  Occafion  of  her 
Imprifonment  ;  which  ended  not  bin  with  the  Lofs 
of  her  own  Life  and  many  of  her  Friends.  A  Par-  Anno  Repni  14- 
liament  was  fummoned  by  Writs,  dated  at  Green-  .  ,.^^r".  . 
',vich^  to  meet  at  iVeJtrinnjter^  May  8th,  m  the 
fourteenth  Year  of  this  Reign. 

The  Queen  had  alio  fummoned  four  new  Barons 
to  this  Parliament,  the  Writs  for  calling  them  be- 
ing enter'd  in  the  Lords  Jcurnah\  and,  on  the  ift 
Day  of  r]',c  Meeting,  they  were  introduced  accord- 
ingly. Their  Names  N^ere  John  J^ov^  Pcii'let^  of 
Baftng,  Son  to  the  Marquis  of  V/inc'oeJier ;  He7iry 
Lord  Cortiptan  ;  Henry  I.ord  Cheney^  and  Hemy 
I    7  Lord 
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Queen  Elizabeth.  ^^""^  Norris.  There  is  nothing  elfe  entered  in  the 
157Z.  Journals  of  either  Houle,  to  be  done  on  this  Day  ; 
but  Sir  Simonds  Dcwes  hath  fupplied  this  Defect 
from  a  MSS.  of  his  own,  which  gives  us  the  Lord 
Keeper's  Speech  at  the  Opening  of  the  Parliament 
in  thefe  Words ; 

The  Lord  Keep-  *  HpHE  Queen's  Majcfly,  our  moft  dread  and 

«r's  Speech    at*     \,     gracious  Sovereign  Lady,  hath  given  me 
Lamenr*""^^"*  Commandment  to  declare  unto  you  the  Caules 

*  of  the  Summons  of  this  Allembly  for  a  Parlia- 
'  ment  to  be  holden  here  at  this  Time ;  wherein 

*  albeit  I  mean  to  employ  my  whole  Endeavour  to 

*  the  uttermoft  of  my  Power  and  Underflanding  ; 
'  yet  1  muft  needs  confefs,  that  neither  {hall  you 

*  have  it  done  as  the  Majefty  of  this  Prefence,  nei- 

*  ther  as  the  Gravity  of  the  Caufe  requireth  it  to  be 

*  done.  And  yet  the  often  Experience  that  I  have, 
'  divers  and  fundry  Times,  had  of  the  Queen's  Ma- 

*  jefty's  great  Benignity  and  Gentlenefs,  in  bearing 
'  with  and  well  accepting  the  Doings  of  thofe  that 

*  to  her  Service  put  their  good  Wills  and  Diligen- 
'  ces;  and,  befides  all,  the  Proof  of  your  Patience 
'  in  the  like  Matter  hath  fo  much  encouraged  me, 

*  that  (as  I  trufl)  it  (hall  be  done  although  not  cun- 
'  ningly  nor  eloquently,  yet  plainly  and  truly,  \q 

*  as  it  may  be  well  underftood  and  eafily  born  away, 

*  and  therewith  alfo  as  briefiy  as  the  Greatnefs  of 

*  fuch  a  Matter  will  fuffer.     True  it  is,  the  origi- 

*  nal  and  principal  Caufe  is,  that  Things  there  pro- 

*  pounded  may  be  orderly  and  diligently  debated, 

*  (deeply  confidered,    and    thereupon    wifely  con- 

*  eluded.     And  to  the  End,  allb,  that  thole  Con- 

*  clufions  fo  made,  the  rather  for  fuch  an  univer- 
'  fal  Confent  as  in  Parliament  is  ufed,  remain  firm 

*  and  ftable. 

*   Now  the  Matters  that  are  in  this  Parliament 

*  to  be  proved,  do  confift  altogether  of  two  Parts. 
»  The  former  is  in  Matters  of  Religion,  for  the 

*  better  Maintenance  of  God's  Honour  and  Glory. 

*  The  fecond  in  Matters  of  Policy,  for  the  more 

*  perfect  upholding  and  eftablifhing  of  the  Qiieen's 

'  Majefty 
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'   Majefty's  Royal  Eftate,  and  the  Prefervation  ofQueenElizabeth, 

*  the  Common- Weal  committed  to  her  Charge.        1572. 
'  The  Caufes  of  Religion  are  again  to  be  divided 

'  into    two,  that  is,  into  Matter  concerning  the 
'  good    Government  of    the   Subjeds  at   Home, 

•  and  into  Caufes  of  Defence  againft  the  Enemy 
'   Abroad. 

*  And  thus  by  this  Procefs  you  fee  you  are,  as 
'  indeed  you  ought, 

*  Firfl:,  To  confider,  in  this  your  Aflembly,  of 
■  God's  Caufe,  which  faithfully,  fincereiy  and  dili- 
gently done,  like  as  it  cannot  but  bring Succefs  to 
all  the  reft,  fo  likewife  lukewarm,  deceitful  and 
double-dealing  therein  cannot  but  breed,  nourifh 
and  bring  forth  Fadlions,  Divifions,  Seditions,  if^c. 
to  the  great  Peril  and  Danger  of  all  the  reft. 
And  the  greater  that  the  Perfonages  be  in  Autho- 
rity and  Dignity  that  thus  deal,  the  greater  of 
Neceffity  muft  be  the  Danger  of  the  Common- 
Weal.  And  becaufe  God's  Law  and  Dodlrine, 
being  the  firft  Law  and  Branch,  muft  light  upon 
ourfelves  that  ought  to  take  the  Benefit  of  it,  as 
firft  and  chiefly  upon  Minifters  of  this  Doftrine, 
either  for  not  preaching  and  teaching  by  Word 
and  Example  of  Life  fo  purely  and  reverently  as 
they  might,  or  elfe  not  fo  diligently  as  they  were 
bound.     And 

*  Secondly,  Upon  us  for  not  hearing  it  fo  defir- 
oufly,  or  elfe  hearing  it  and  forgetting  it,  or  not 
following  it  fo  effedually  as  \vq  ihould. 
'  Thirdly,  For  that  many  of  us  of  the  Laity  do 
not  yield  and  give  that  Eftimation,  Countenance 
and  Credit  to  the  Minifters  of  his  Do6lrine  which 
of  Right  they  ought  to  have,  and  that  many 
greatly  hurt  the  fetting  forth  of  it :  For  this  one 
Thing  may  be  holden  firm  by  the  Rules  of  good 
Government ;  that  all  Officers  both  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  that  have  Governance,  during  the 
Time  of  their  Offices,  ought  to  be  preferved  in 
Credit  and  Eftimation.  For  how  can  any  T'hing 
be  v/ell  fet  forih  by  tliem  that  want  Credit  ?  Mai- 
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,......'  rv,  for  my  Part,  let  the  Time  of  their  Offices 

Qi«enE!.«bcth.,  ^^^  ^^  their  Doings  do  deferve. 

•  Fourthly,  Becaufe  the  Want  of  the  Number  of. 

*  Minifters  that  ought  to  be  and  be  not,  and  for  the 

*  Infufficiency  of  thofe  that  be  for  divers  Refpeds. 
'  Rut  therein  ihe  Queen's  Highnefs  doubteth  no- 
'  thing,  but  all  that  which  the  Difficulty  of  Time, 

*  in  fo  great  a  Scarcity  of  Men  meet  to  be  Mini- 

*  iters,  will  fuffer  to  be  done,  fhall  by  my  Lords 

*  the  Bifhops  be  done  in  this  Behalf,  and  that  as 

*  fpeedily,  diligently  and  carefully  as  can  be.     And 

*  if  any  Perfon  admitted,  or  to  be  admitted  to  this 

*  Miniftry,  fhall  hereafter,  either  of  Arrogancy  or 

<  Ignorance,  fhew  any  ftrangc  Dodhine,  contrary 

*  or  varying  from  that  which  by  common  Confent 

*  of  the  Realm  is  publilhed,  to  the  Breach  of  Uni- 

*  ty,  that  he  by  thofe  to  whom  it  appertaineth, 

*  fliarply  and  fpeedily  be  reformed,  all  Favour  and 
'  Fear  fet  apart. 

*  Thus  much  for  Do<5trine.     You  are  molt  ear- 

*  neftly  alfo  to  think  and  confider  of  the  Difcipline 

*  of  the  Churrh,  as  one  of  the  Itrong  Pillars  of  Reli- 

*  gion,  which  doubtlefs  at  this  Time  hath  two 
'  great  Lacks.     The  fir  ft  the  Imperfedtion  of  Laws 

*  for  ilie  Countenance  of  it,  which  hath  grown  ei- 

*  thcr  by  reafon  that  fundry  of  the  Ordinances  made 

*  for  that  i^urpofe,    be  dilufed  or  othcrwife  have 

<  not  their  Force ;  or  elle  for  that  moftof  the  Laws 

*  that  remain  be  fuch  as  for  their  Softnefs  few  Men 
«  make  Account  of. 

*  '  The  fecond  Imperfedtion  is  the  Slothfulnefs, 

*  Corruption  and  Fearfuincfs  of  the  Ecclelizltical 

*  Minifters  and  Officers  in   the  due  Execution  of 

*  thofe  Laws  that  be  good  and  yet  continue.  True 

*  and  too  true  it  is,  that  hereby  at  this  prefent  two 

*  (ireat  Enormities  daily  grow  :  The  former  that 

*  Men  ot  Wealth  and  Power,  given  to  be  evi!,  may 

*  in  their  Countries  live  in  what  diilblute  and  liccn- 

*  tious  Li'e  they  lift ;  and  both  Temporalty  and  Spi- 

*  ritualtv  otFond daily  in  al!  the  Branches  ofSimonv, 
'  ♦  the  very  Canker  of  the  Church,  without  feeling 

*  of  this  Dilcipline. 

*  The 
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*  The  fecond.  That  many  of  the  laudable  Rites  QueenEHzabetk. 
and  Ceremonies  of  the  Church,  or  pertaining  to        ^572. 
the  Minifters  of  the  fame  agreed  upon  by  com- 
mon Confenc,  the  very  Ornaments  of  our  Reli- 
gion, are  very  ill  kept  or  at  Icaft  have  loft  a  great 
Part  of  their  Eftimation.     And  here  (through 
the  many  Faults  for  Want  of  Difcipline)  to  re- 
member you  of  one  particular  Matter  of  great 
Moment.     How  cometh  it  to  pafs  that  the  com- 
mon People  in  the  Country  univerfaily  come  fo 
feldom  to  Common- Prayer  and  Divine  Service; 
and  when  they  do  come,    be  many  Times  fo 
vainly  occupied  there,  or  at  leaft  do  not  there  as 
they  ihould  do,  but  for  Want  of  this  Difcipline? 
'  And  yet  to  the  Help  of  this  there  was  at  the 
laft  Parliament  a  Law  made,   but  hitherto  no 
Man,   no,  no  Man,  or  very  few,  hath  feen  it 
executed ;  as  plainly  to  fpeak,  Laws  for  the  Fur- 
therance of  this  Difcipline  unexecuted,   be  Rods 
for  Corredion  without  Hands.     It  cannot  be  de- 
nied but  as  Super ftition  is  every  Way  to  be  abhor- 
red for  Fear  of  Idolatry  j  fo  certainly  the  Lofs 
of  this  Difcipline  is  always  to  be  avoided,  left  elfc 

•  Contempt  ( that  neceflarily  muft  follow )  may 
'  caufe  Irreligion  to  creep  fafter  in  than  a  Man 

■  would  think.     For  of  all  other  it  is  the  moft  pefti- 

•  lent  and  pernicious  Thing,  never  fuffered  nor  al- 

•  lowed  in  any  Common- Weal,  nay  not  amongft 

■  the  Heathens  that  were  moft  barbarous.      But 

•  here  it  may  be  faid  the  Mifchief  appeareth,  where 
'  is  the  Remedy  ?  and  that  it  were  better  not  open- 
'  ed  in  fuch  a  Pretence,  than  opened  without  the 
'  Remedy  both  devifed  and  declared. 

*  In  mine  Opinion  the  Remedies  may  eafily  be 

•  devifed  :  All  the  Difficulty  is  in  the  well  execut- 
'  ing  of  them.  As  firft,  if  the  chief  Parfonages  of 
'  this  Realm,  both  in  Town  and  Country,  would 
'  give  good  Example,  it  cannot  be  but  it  would  be 
'    much  to  the  remedyinrr  of  a  great  Part  of  this 

•  Mifchief. 

'Secondly,  The  dividing  every  one  of  the  Dio- 
<  ceies  according  to  their  Greatnefs  into  Deanaries, 

'  as 
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<lueenEiiiabeth.*  ss  I  know  commonly  they  be  ;  and  the  commit- 
iS7a»        *  ting  of  the  Deanaries  to  Men  well  chofen,  as  I 

*  think  commonly  they  be  not:  And  then  the  keep- 

*  ing  of  certain  ordinary  Courts  at  their  prescript 

*  Times  for  the  well  executing  of,  thofe  Laws  of 

*  Difcipline,  as  they  ought  to  be,  with  a  fureCon- 

*  troulment  of  thofe  inferior  Minifters  by  the  Bifhop 

*  or  his  Chancellor,  not  biennially  or  triennially, 

*  but  every  Year  twice  or  thrice :  Which  Ufe  of 
'  Neceflity  without  very  great  Difficulty  may  do 

*  much  in  very  fhortTime  to  the  Reformation  of 
'  this;  the chiefOfficersEccIefiaftical all  being  very 

*  well,  and  the  Laws  themfelves  being  firft  made 
'  fufficient  and  perfect,  which  in  this  Parliament 
'  may  very  well  be  brought  to  pals. 

*  And,  becaufe  the  Proceedings  of  Matters  in 

*  Difcipline  and  Do<flrine,  do  chiefly  concern  my 
'  Lords  the  Bifhops,  both  for  their  Underftand- 

*  ing  and  Ecclefiallical  Fundion ;  therefore  the 
'  Queen's  Highnels  looketh  that  they,  being  cal- 

*  led  together  here  in  Parliament,  fliould  take  the 
<  chiefeft  Care  to  confider  and  confult  of  ihefe 
'  Matters.     And  if  in  their  Conference  they  found 

*  it  behoofull  to  have  any  Temporal  A6ts   made, 

*  for  the  amending  and  reforming  of  any  of  thefe 

*  Lacks,  that  then  they  will  exhibit  it  here  in  Par- 
'  liament  to  be  confidered  upon,  and  fo  Gladius 
'  Gladium  juvabit^  as  before-time  hath  been  ufed  ; 
'  forefeeing  always  that  all  Laws  and  Ordinances 

*  for  this  Matter  of  Dodlrine  and  Difcipline  be  u- 
'  niform,  and  fo  one  Sort  throughout  the  whole 

*  Realm.     And  thus  much  concerning  Religion, 

*  being  the  firft  Part. 

*  Now  to  the  Second,  that  is.  Matters  of  Poli- 

*  cy.     And  herein   firft  for    the   Government  of 

*  the  Subjects  at  Home ;  the  Lucks  and  Defaults 
'  whereof,  as  in  Difcipline  fo  in  this,  Itand  altoge- 
'  ther  in    the   Impeifedlion  of  Laws,  or  elfe   the 

*  l-'earfulnefs,    Slotlifulncfs,    and   Corruption    of 

*  Temporal   Officers,  that  ou<!ht    to  ice   the  due 

*  Execution  of  them.     For  the  Help  of  the  for- 
«  mer,  you  arc  to  examine  whether  any  Laws  al- 
ready 
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ready  made,  are  too  (harp  or  too  fore  and  Co  over- Q^^en  Elizabeth. 
burthenfome  for  the  Subjed,  or  whether  any  157Z. 
of  them  are  too  loofe  or  too  foft,  and  fo  over-dan- 
gerous to  the  State ;  for  like  as  the  former  may 
put  in  Danger  many  an  Innocent  particularly,  fo 
the  fecond  may  put  in  Danger  both  the  Nocent 
and  Innocent,  and  the  whole  State  univerfally. 
You  are  alfo  further  to  examine  the  Want  and 
Superfluity  of  Laws,  and  whether  Craft,  Cove- 
toufnefs,  and  Malice,  have  devifedany  Means  to 
defraud  Laws  already  made,  or  how  to  do  any 
Injuries  for  which  there  is  no  Law  that  hath  his 
Bemg  to  reform  it :  Or  whether  the  Common- 
weal and  State  of  this  Realm,  by  reafon  of  any 
Imperfeilion  or  Caafe,  is  like  to  fall  to  any  Dan- 
ger or  Peril ;  for  the  greater  the  Danger  is,  the 

*  greater  fliould  the  Care  and  Confideration  be  for 

the  Remedy  of  it.  You  are  alfo  to  examine 
■  whether  there  are  too  many  Laws  for  any  one 

*  Thing,  which  breedeth  fo  many  Doubts,  that 
'  the  Subjeft  is  fometimes  to  feek  how  to  obfervc 
'  them,  and  the  Chancellor  how  to  give  Advice 
'  concerning  them. 

'  As  to  the  fecond  Imperfection,  which  is  the 
'  Want  of  the  due  Execution  of  Laws ;  becaufe  I 
'  have  thought  oft  with  myfelf  what  might  be  the 
'  befl  Remedy,  if  not  to  make  all  Laws  perfeftly 
'  executed  (for  that  I  can  hardly  hope  for)  yet  to 

*  make  them  in  much  better  Cafe  than  now  they 

*  be.     And  when  I  had  confidered  all  Things,  I 

*  could  find  no  Help  but  this  :    The  Firft,  by  hav- 

*  ing  great  Care  in  the  Choice  of  thofe  Officers 
'  that  have  the  Execution  of  Laws.     The  Second, 

*  to  do  as  much  as  may  be  for  the  banifhing  of 

*  Sloth,  Corruption,  and  Fears,  from  them.  A 
'  Third  Way  there  is,  which  1  leave  to  your 
'  Judgments,  this  it  is :  There  fhould  be  a  Tri- 
'  ennial  or  Biennial   Vifitation,    in  this    Nature, 

*  made  of  all  the  Temporal  Officers  and  Minirters 

*  that  by  virtue  of  their  Otiice  have  in  Charge  to 
'  fee  the  Execution   of  Laws.     By  this  I  mean 

*  that  the  Queen's  Majefty  iliould  make   Choice 

every 
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Queen  Elizabeth.*  every  lecoDd  or  third  Year  of  certain  expert  and 
'57»«  *  approved  Perfons,  to  whom  Commiflion  (hould 
be  granted  to  try  out  and  examine,  by  all  Ways 
and  Means,  the  Offences  of  all  fuch  as  have  not 
feen  to  the  due  Execution  of  the  Laws  according 
to  the  Offices  and  Charges  committed  to  them  by 
the  Prince.  And  the  Offences  fo  found  and 
certified  to  be  (harply  puniflied  without  Remif- 
lion  or  Redemption.  Of  EfFed  much  like  this, 
and  to  the  like  End,  was  the  Vifitation  of  the 
Church  firft  devifed ;  whereof,  in  the  Beginning 
of  it,  came  great  Good  doubtlcfs  ;  and  Reafon  I 
fee  none  but  the  like  Good  ought  to  follow  upon 
like  Vifitation  made  among  Temporal  Officers. 
And  the  old  Commiflion  of  Oyer  tended  fome- 
what  to  this  End.  I  doubt  certainly  if  the  Laws 
and  Statutes  of  this  Realm  (hould  not  indifferently, 
uprightly,  and  diligently,  be  put  in  Execution 
(as  my  Trult  is  they  (hall)  efpecially  in  the  great 
and  open  Courts  of  this  Realm,  then  my  Bur- 
then, I  confefs,  is  equal  with  the  greatell ;  and 
yet,  for  my  Part,  I  would  gladly  every  Year  hear 
of,  and  yield  to  luch  a  Comptroller. 
*  Now  to  the  laft  and  greareft,  which  is  the  De- 
fence againit  the  foreign  Enemy  abroad,  and  his 
Confederates,  brought  up  and  bred  amongft  us 
ourleives ;  becaufe  thefe  Matters  be  by  reafon  now 
chiefly  in  Hand,  and  that  the  Dealings  of  the  out- 
ward Enemy  be  Matters  that  go  to  the  whole,  and 
that  this  Prefence  you  know  reprefenteth  the 
whole  :  Therefore  in  all  Congruity  it  feemerh 
Reafon,  that  all  we,  for,  and  in  the  Name  of  the 
whole,  confider  carefully  of  this  Caufe,  and  give 
prefent  Alfiftance  for  the  Help  of  it  And  to  the 
End  you  may  be  more  able  to  give  good  Coun- 
feland  Advice  theiein,  it  haih  been  thought  meet 
I  fhould  iummarily  atsd  fhonly  make  you  privy 
of  thcfe  Proceedings,  whi.cii  fliallbc  iht  better  un- 
IVood  if  I  begin  at  ilie  Ro(>',  as  I  intend : 
'  'I'hisit  is:  The  Q_iccn's  Maj-jfty,  at  h<.'i  com- 
ing to  the  Crown,  finding  this  her  Realm  in  u 
ragged  and  torn  Stale,   ar.d  yet  in  Wars  with  a 

mighty 
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mighty  Enemy,  the  chief  Fortrefs  of  the  fame  QuecnEliaabeih. 
loft,  to  the  Realm's  great  Difhonour  and  Weak-  157*. 
ening  j  her  Frontier  Towns  not  fufficiently  for- 
tified, the  Revenue  of  the  Crown  greatly  fpoiled, 
the  Treafure  of  the  Realm  not  only  wafted,  but 
the  Realm  alfo  greatly  indebted  :  The  Land  of 
Ireland  much  out  of  Order :  The  Staple  and 
Store  of  all  Kind  of  Munition  for  the  Realm's 
Defence  marvelloufly  conlUmed :  The  Navy  and 
Sea-Matters  nothing  in  the  State  they  now  be, 
was  forced  to  give  Ear  to  a  Peace  with  fome  o- 
ther  Conditions  than  elfe  it  is  like  her  Highnefs 
would  come  to,  to  the  End  that  thefe  dangerous 
Defaults  might  be  in  the  Time  of  Peace  fuffici- 
ently for  the  Security  of  the  Realm  provided  for. 
Whereupon  indeed  her  Highnefs  (Peace  being 
concluded)  entered  into  the  reforming  and  fup- 
plying  of  moft  of  all  thofe  great  Lacks,  and  for 
the  Well-doing  of  them  hath  not  forborn  to  take 
any  Care  or  Pains,  neither  hath  fhe  fticked  for  the 
compaffing  of  this  both  to  fpend  her  own  Trea- 
fure, to  fell  her  own  Lands,  to  prove  her  own 
Credit  at  Home  and  Abroad  to  the  uttermoft, 
and  all  this  for  our  Sureties  and  Quiet. 
'  Thus  have  you  heard  the  Sum  of  thofe  Pro- 
ceedings ;  whereby  it  is  plain  and  evident,  that 
as  our  moft  Dear  and  Gracious  Sovereign  Lady, 
hath,  for  the  Prefervation  of  Common  Quiet,  and 
for  our  own  Surety  againft  the  Common  Enemy, 
forborn  no  Care  or  Travel  in  the  devifing  ;  no 
more  hath  fhe  Charge  or  Expence  in  the  per- 
forming. I  may  fafely  affirm  it,  bscaufe  I  am 
well  able  to  prove  it,  that  the  Charges  of  the  ma- 
naging of  thefe  Affairs,  and  that  that  hath  been 
done  lince  the  Queen's  Majefty  came  to  the 
Crown,  in  fupplying  the  Dangers  aforemention- 
ed, amount  to  as  much  as  two  of  the  greateft 
Subfidies  that  I  can  remember  ;  a  Matter  not 
poffibly  to  be  born  for  that  which  is  pafl;,  nor  to 
be  continued  for  that  which  is  to  come  hy  the  or- 
dinary Revenue  of  the  Crown,  and  yet  of  necef- 
lity  to  be  done,  except   all  ('which  God   forbidj 

*  fhould 
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fhould  run  to  Ruin :  If  when  any  Part  of  the . 
Natural   Body  happeneth  to  be  in  Danger,   the 
Head  and  every  Part  hafteth  to  the  Relief ;  what 
would  then  be  done,  trow  ye,  when  Peril  is  of- 
fered, that  the  Head  fliould  take  the  whole  Care, 
and  bear  the  whole  Burthen,  and  all  the  Mem- 
bers remain  uncareful  and  uncharged  therewith  ? 
How  light  ar'Burthen.it  is  when  it  is  born  of  ma- 
ny, is  underftood  of  us  all.     But  hereof  I  make 
no  Stay,  becaufe  there  is  no  Doubt  your  Good- 
Wills  and  Towardnefs  upon   thefe  Confiderati- 
ons  be  fuch,  as  this  laft  Speech  of  mine  needeth 
not,  and  fo  doubtlefs  the  Queen's  Highnefs  taketh 
it.     And  yet  your  Wifdoms  well  know,  that 
the  Office  of  this  Place  which  I  occupy,  craveth 
thus  much  to  be  faid  at  my  Hands ;  and  for  that 
Purpofe  chiefly  could  I  truft  you  take  it,  and  not 
for  any  Neceflity  to  draw  them  by  Perfuafion 
that  otherwife  ot  their  own  Difpofition  be  for- 
ward enough.     The  Declarations  of  the  Proceed- 
ings being  uttered,  I  do  allure  myfelf  to  fuffice  to 
jMen   of  your    Underltanding  and    Inclination. 
For  how  can  a  Man  think  that  any  is  fo  void  of 
Reafon,  that  he  would  not  gladly  offer  any  Aid 
againft  a  Foreign  Enemy,  that  he  were  able  to 
make  for  the  Safety  of  his  own  Country,  his  So- 
vereign, himfelf,  his  Wife  and  Children  j  efpeci- 
ally  when  by  Reafon  it  is  plain,  that  the  Queen's 
Majefty  hath  already,  and  daily  doth  employ  her 
own  Treafure,  yea,  and  her  Lands  and  Credit, 
not  in  any  glorious  Tritimphs,  fuperfluous  and 
fumptuous  Buildings  of  Delight,  vain  and  charge- 
nl-ile  Embaflages,  neither  in  any  other  Matters  of 
Will  and  Pieafure ;  I  mean,  no  Expence  to  be 
no'.ed  in  a  Prince  of  thirteen  Years  Reign,  hut  as 
far  as  Man  Can  Judge  in  the  Service  of  her  Realm 
and  neccflary  Defence  of  her  People,  and  for  the 
Annoyance  of  the  Enemy.     Yet  hath   it   been 
feen  e'er  this,  thnt  Prince's  Wilis,  Plcafures  and 
Delights  have  been  followed  in  Expenccs  as  >^e- 
ceffitics.     And  now,  God  be  thanked,  the  Do;ng3 
have  been  luch    fmce   the    Queen's   Highnefs's 

*  Reign 
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Reign,  that  to  the  indifferent  Man  it  will  be  q^gg^  Elizabeth, 
probable  and  plain,  that  the  Relieving  of  the  1572, 
Realm's  Neceflity  is  become  the  Prince's  Delight  j 
a  good  Change,  God  continue  it,  a  marvellous 
good  Example  for  us  to  follow,  and  yet  it  is  fcant 
credible  how  long  it  was,  and  in  the  End  with 
what  Difficulty  the  Queen's  Majefty  came  to  a- 
gree  that  this  Example  fhould  be  followed  by  us, 
in  being  content  that  this  Parliament  fhould  be 
fummoned,  that  it  might  be  moved,  that  the 
Realm  might  contribute  to  the  Realm's  Defence ; 
with  fuch  Difficulty  indeed,  that  if  any  other 
Way  could  have  been  devifed  (her  Honour  and 
Realm's  Surety  faved)  this  had  never  been  at- 
tempted :  So  loth  fhe  is  to  any  ofFenfive  Matter 
by  Burthen  or  Charge,  that  if  any  other  Way 
could  have  been  devifed,  this  had  not  been  :  And 
fo,  from  her  own  Mouth,  fhe  commanded  me 
to  fay  unto  you. 

'  Oh  what  a  Grief  it  is  to  a  Prince  (trow  youj 
when  he  findeth  fuch  Want,  that  he  is  not  able 
fo  to  confider  of  the  Service  of  his  Servants  and 
Subjedls  i  this  dangerous  and  necellary  Service, 
as  their  Deferts  do  crave  !  knowing  that  moft 
commonly  the  very  Life  and  Heart  of  the  Ser- 
vant and  Soldier,  which  fo  often  ofFereth  himfelf 
to  the  Cannon,  the  Pike,  the  Fire,  i?  either  over- 
thrown or  fet  up  as  a  Regard  is  had  of  his  Perils. 
Except  there  be  fome  odd  Men  (as  they  call  them) 
of  that  Perfedlion,  that  Virtue  and  Well- Doing 
is  their  Mark,  and  not  Reward,  who  hold  for 
firm ,  that  Re^i  fa^i  Merces  ejl  fecijje  tantum^ 
but  Rara  avis  in  terris^  &c.  Yea,  thofe  are  fo 
rare  as  Counfel  cannot  be  given  that  Princes 
Service  fhould  hang  on  the  Help  of  fuch  Hope, 
and  yet  thefe  be  the  perfed^eft  and  beft,  but  the 
World  is  not  fervcd  by  fuch.  To  give  good 
Words  is  a  good  Thing,  but  often  ufed,  albeit 
never  fo  cunningly,  without  Deed.",  of  Service,  is 
reputed  but  as  Wind,  and  is  indeed  dare  verba. 
Marry,  Power  ferving  not,  then  it  deferveth 
great  Commendations  j  for  it  is  as  much  as  can 
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^^157^*  '  thinkeih  little  the  greateft  Number.  But  to  a 
Prince  who  thinketh  thus  much,  and  daily  ihink- 
eth  and  feeleih  of  it,  what  a  tormenting  Trouble 
is  fuch  a  Want  think  ye  ?  Thel'e  Wants  when 
they  happen,  would  be,  ought  to  be  moft  holden. 
Bvii  here  I  have  troubled  you  further  than  I 
meant,  or  perchance  needed. 
*  And  thus  no  further  to  hinder  you,  but  to 
make  an  End.  You  have  heard,  firft,  the  Caufes 
of  this  Aflcmbly.  Secondly,  What  I  think  meet 
to  be  remembred.  Thirdly,  What  for  the  Go- 
vernance of  the  Subjed  at  Home,  and  what  hath 
been  done  for  the  Defence  of  the  Enemy  Abroad  $ 
your  Office  and  Duty  is  to  be  careful  to  confider 
of  thefe  Matters,  which  I  have  the  rather  fum- 
marily  remembred  than  efFedlualiy  difcourfed 
upon.  The  former  pertaineth  to  my  Office  as  a 
Remembrancer.  The  fecond  to  you  as  Execu- 
tors of  thefe  Remembrances.  And  becaufe  you 
of  the  Nether  Houfe  cannot,  without  a  Head, 
thus  do  ;  therefore  it  refteth,  that  you,  according 
to  yourantient  Order,  of  yourfelvcs  chufe  fom-e 
wife  and  diicreet  Man,  who,  after  he  halh  been 
by  you  chofen  and  prefenied,  and  that  Prefentati- 
on  by  the  Queen's  Majefty  allowed,  fhall  then 
be  your  Speaker,  tffc' 

RobertBeii  Ef  -     May  i\it  loth.     The  Houfc  of  Commons  pre- 
rhofrn  Speaker!  fented   Robert  BelU  Efq;  for  their  Speaker,  who, 
with  the  ufual  Ceremonies,  was  allowed  [a).     But 
no  further  Notice  is  taken  of  the  Speeches  com- 
monly made  on  that  Occafion. 

On  Monday ^  May  izth,  an  Entry  is  made  by 
the  Lords,  *  Tliat  this  Day,  by  Advice  and  Con- 
'  fent  of  the  whole  Houfe,  a  Committee  was  ap- 
'  pointed  to   confer    vvirh  fuch  Members  of  the 

*  Lower  Houfe,  as  it  (liould  pleafe  them  to  appoint, 

*  for   the  more  fpeedy    and  better  Diredion    of 

*  them  in  the  Great  Matter  touching  the  Queen 

'  of 


C*  J  Afterwards  knigKtC(^,aoJ  xnadeClurf-Baron  of  th*  Enche^ucr. 
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*  of  Scots.'     The  Committee  confifted  of  the  fol- Qjj„„  ^,;^g,,gj^^ 
lowing  Lords ;  1571. 

The  Archifhops  of  Canterbury  and  Tork-j  the 
Earls  of  Oxford,  Kent^  Worcefter^  Suffex^  Warwick^ 
Bedford^  Leice/ier,  and  EJJlx  ;  the  Bifhops  of  Lon- 
don, Winchejlery  Ely^  Lincoln^  and  Rochejier  ;  the 
Lord  Chamberlain  Burleigh^  with  the  Lords  Grey, 
Windfor,  Went  worth.  North,  and  Chandois,  The 
Place  appointed  for  the  Meeting  was  the  Star- 
Chamber,  at  eight  o'Clock  the  next  Morning. 

Jn  the  Journal  of  the  Commons  are  the  Names  P''°"f^'."S5  on 
of  the  Committee  appointed  by  them,  which  Mary1J^«n  of 
were  thefe  ;  Scots. 


Mr.  Treafurer. 

Mr.  Comptroller. 

Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 

Dutchy. 
The  Chancellor  of  the 

Exchequer. 
The   Lord    Deputy   of 

Ireland. 
Sir  Ma' nice  Berkeley. 
Sir  Hugh  Pawlet. 
Sir  'Tkornas  Scott. 
Sir  Given  Hopton. 
Sir  Nicholas   Jrno!d. 
Sir  John  Thynne. 
Sir  Hen.  Gates. 
Sir  Rowland  Howard. 
Mr.  Doctor  fi^iljon. 
Mr.   Attorney     of    the 

Duchy. 
Mr.  Recorder  of  London. 
Mr.  Serjeant   Manwood. 
Mr.  Serjeant  Geffry. 
Mx.Mnunfon. 
Mr.  Sandys. 


Mr.  Ptpham. 

yix.  y elver  ton. 

Mr.  Colehy. 

Mr.  Heneage. 

Mr.  Charles  Howard. 

Mr.  Hatton. 

Mr.  Aflley. 

Mr.  Shuie. 

Mr.  Hen.  Knolles,  fen. 

Mr.  Hen.  Knolles,  jun. 

Mr.  Peter   Wentworth, 

Mr.  Sampole. 

Mr.  N.rton. 

Mr.   IVilViam  Moor. 

Mr.  John  Vaughan. 

Mr.  rho.  Randall 

Mr.    John  Vaughan   of 

Caermarthen. 
Mr.  Greenfield,   len. 
Mr.  Charles  Somerfet, 
Mr.  Hen    Kiikgrew. 
Mr.  William  Gerrard. 
Mr.  Dalton,  and 
Mr.  Peacock. 


We  hear  no  more  of  this  Conference  in  the  y<?^r- 
nals  of  the  Lords,  nor  what  was  done  in  it,  rela- 
ting, particularly,  to  the  Queen  of  Scots,  'till  Aday 
the  2' th,  when  a  new  Committee  of  Lords  was  ap  • 
Vol.  IV.  M  pointed, 
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Queen lElirabeth.  pointed,  about  the  fame  Matter,  which  were  on- 

1572.        ly  the  Archbiftiop  of  Canterbury^  the  Earls  of  Suf- 

fex  and    Leiceftfr^  the  Bifhop  of  Lincoln,  and  the 

Lords  Burleigh  and  Grey.     The  Refult  of  which 

wai?,  that,  on  the  laft  Day  of  the  fime  Month,  a 

Bill  was  brought  in,  and  read  a  firft  Time,  touching 

Mary^i\\tU\tScottiJh  Queen.     June   the  4th,  the 

Bill  was  read  a  third  Time,  ;ind  paiVcd  the  Houfe  of 

Lords,    with    this    Addition  to   the  Title,    ABill 

tombing   Mary,  Daughter  and  Heir  of  James  the 

Fifth.,   late  King  of  Scotland,   commonly  called  the 

l^ueen  :?/' Scots.     This  Kill   was  fent  down  to  the 

Commons,  who  kept  it  until  the  26th  of  the  fame 

Month,  and  then  returned   it,   concluded.      But 

tho'  the    Bill  went    fo   currently   thro'    the  two 

Houfes,  the  Queen  would  not  fuffer  it  to  pafs  into 

a  Law  •,  there  being  no  Mention  of  fuch  an  Aft, 

in  the  Catalogue  at  the  End  of  this  Seflion,  nor  in 

the  printed  Statutes.      For  which  Reafon,  we  are 

much  in  the  Dark  what  were  the  Contents  of  this 

extraordinary  Bill.     Mr  Cambaen  or\\y  writes,  that, 

at  the  End  of  the  laft  Parliament,  (but  miftakenly  for 

this;)  *  It  was  propofed,  that  if  the  Queen  of  Scots 

*  fliculd,  again,  offend  againll  the  Laws  of  England, 

*  fhe  fhould  be   proceeded  againft,  by  Law,  as  if 

*  fhe  were  the  Wife  of  an  Englijh  Peer.     But  the 

*  Queen,    interpofing  her    Authority,    prevented 

*  the  enacting  thereof  (^).' 

However,  tho*  this  Ad  did  not  pafs,  yet  there 
were  two  other  very  fevere  Laws  made  againft  all 
who  bad  Defigns  in  Favour  of  the  Queen  of  S:ots. 
On  the  igth  of  May  a  Bill  was  read  the  firft  Time 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  for  Punifhmeni  of  all  fuch 
as  fliall  rebellioufly  take  or  detain,  from  the  Queen's 
M.ijelly,  any  Caftie,  Tower,  Fcrtrels,  Ships, or  o- 
Iher  Munition  of  War.  This  pafTal  into  a  Law  ; 
and,  by  it,  fome  of  the  Articles  were  made  Felony, 
and  others  High  Trealon.  On  the  21ft,  a  Bill  was 
brought  in,  ano  read  againft  all  luch  as  (hall  confpire 
or  pradile  the  Enlargement  of  any  Frifoners.    This 

Aft 

(h)  Ca-nhJin  in  K<nr.ct,  p.  ef\^. 
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Adl  declared,   *  That  if  any  Perfon  ftiould  go  about  Queen Eiuabeth. 

*  to  deliver  any  Man,  imprifoned  upon  the  Queen's        ^si^- 
'  Writ  for  Treafon,  or  Sufpicion  ofTreafon,  be- 

*  fore  his  Arraignment,  the  faid  Perfon  (hould  for- 

*  feit  his  Life  Eftate,  and  be  imprifoned  during  the 
'   Queen's  Pleafure.     If  arraigned,  he  (hould  incur 

*  the -Penalty  of  Death  ;  if  condemned,  the  Penal- 

*  ty  of  High  Treafon.' 

Mr.  Cambden  obferves  (f  j,  that  the  Severity  of 
thefc  Laws  was  only  neceflary  for  the  Times  j  and 
the  Parliament  thought  fit  to  make  them  temporary, 
that  is,  for   the  Queen's  Life.     He  adds,  that  fo 
many  Defigns  were  fet  on  Foot  to  deliver  the  Duke 
oi  Norfolk,  out  of  the  Tower,  as  haftned  his  Execu- 
tion, which  had  been  put  off  for  near  four  Months; 
and  it  was  not  'till  after  palling  the  laft  Adl,  that 
the  Addreiles  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,   the  Re- 
monftrances  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  the  Impor- 
tunity of  Preachers,  by  fuggefting  the  Greatnels  of 
the  Danger  fhe  was  in,  could  overcome  the  Queen's 
Clemency.     In  fine,  the  Duke  was  beiieaded  on  a  The  Duke  of 
ScalFold,  on  Tuvcr-HIl,   June  the  zd  ;    He  died  Norfolk    be, 
with  great   Courage  and  Magnanimiiy,  amidft  a'^"'^^*^' 
vaft  Crowd  of  forrowful  and   weeping  Speculators  ; 
for  it  is  incredible,  fays  our  Author,  '  how  dearly  he 
was    beloved    by    the  Populace  ;    whole    Good- 
Will  he  had  gained  by  a  Munificence  and  Affabili- 
ty fuitable  to  fo  great  a  Prince.'     It  is  probable  the 
Queen  was  fatisfied  with   this  Sacrifice,   alone,  for 
we  find  no  Adl  to  attaint  his  Blood  or  Pofterity 
palTed  ;    a  Circumftance  we  have  never  obferved 
before  in  Cafes  of  the  like  Nature. 

At  this  Tin^e  the  Nation  was  exceedingly  pef- 
tered  with  Rogues,  Vagabonds,  and  Sturdy  Beggars, 
by  whom  feveral  Murders,  Thefts,  and  other  great 
Outrages  were  committed  (^  .  'It  was  therefore 
enatlted,  by  this  Parliament,  that  every  Perfon,  a- 
bove  the  Age  of  fourteen,  being  taken  begging,  or 
wandring  about  as  a  Vaarant,  for  the  firft  Time, 
M  2  fhouid 

(c)  Canldcn  in    Kcnnet,  p.  ^\o. 

(d)  Hollingpjtad'i  QhxQti.  p.  lzz%. 

Statutes  at  large,  14  Etii.  C,  V, 
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Queen Eiiiabeth.  ft^ould  be  burDed  thro'  the  Griftle  of    ihe  Right  Ear 
1572.        wiih  a  hot  Iron  of  an  Inch  Compafs,  &c. 

1 1  feems  as  if  this  Parliament   was  called  only  to 
give  a  Sand^ion  to  the  Duke's  Execution  ;  for  the 
Seflion  v^'as  but  fhort ;  about  fix  Weeks,  and  no  Adt 
of  any  Confequence,  except  what  are  before  men- 
.  tioned,   palled   in  it.      A  Cafe  of  Priviledge  was 

TiJeec!^  ""  brought  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  by  the  Lord 
Cromzvell,  who  had  been  attached,  by  a  Writ,  out 
of  Chancery,  at  the  Suit  of  one  laverner.  The 
Lords  adjudged  the  Attachment  void  and  con- 
trary to  the  antieni  Privileges  of  the  Peerage  ;  but 
fo,-  that  at  any  Time  hereafter,  by  the  Queen's 
Prerogative,  or  by  the  common  Law  and  Cuftom 
of  the  Realms,  or  any  Statute  Law,  or  fufficient 
Prefident,  the  Perfons  of  any  of  the  Lords  of  Par- 
liament, in  fuch  Cales  as  this  of  Lord  CromweWsi 
ought  to  be  attached,  or  attachable,  if  fo  (hewed  and 
warranted  as  above  ;  this  Order,  or  any  Thing, 
therein  contained,  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding, 
>  Having  dene  with  the  Proceedings  of  the  Lords, 

we  mull  go  back,  asufual,  to  thofeof  the  Commons. 
After  the  Committee  for  the  Conference  was  ap- 
pointed, we  find  no  Particulars  entered,  relating  to 
it,  'till  fome  Weeks  afterwards,  which  will  appear 
in  the  Sequel.  In  the  mean  Time,  on  the  i6th  of 
Alayy  a  Motion  was  made  in  the  Houfe,  '  Whether 
it  was  convenient  that  the  Commons  fliould  join 
with  the  Lords  in  a  Petition  to  her  Majefty,  for 
the  Execution  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk.  Or,  that 
they  fhould  only  fignify^  to  her  Majefty,  their  Re- 
fo'uiion  and  Opinion  that  necefl'ary  Execution  was 
to  be  done  ?  *  Upon  putting  the  Qiieftion,  it  was 
agreed  by  all,  that  their  general  Reiolution  was 
propertft  to  be  fignified  to  her  ;  and  not  by  Way  of 
Petition  or  DircctTon  from  this  Houie. 

On  the  19th,  the  Attorney  of  the  Court  of 
Wards,  in  the  Name  of  the  whole  Committee,  on 
the  Gieat  Affair  of  the  Queen  of  Scots^  repc^rted  to 
the  Houfe  their  Conference  with  the  Lords. 
Whi;  h  done,  after  many  Speeches,  it  was  upon  the 
Qiielfion,  refolved,  for  the  better  Safety  and  Pre- 
fer va  lion 
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fervation  of  her  Majefty's  Perfon  and  Government,  Queen  Elizabeth, 

to  proceed  againft  the  Scottijh  Queen  in  the  highell        1572. 

Degree  of  7>eafon  ;  and  therein  to  touch  her,  ?s 

well  in  Life  as  in  Title  and  Dignity  ;  and  this  with 

all  poflible  Speed,  and  with  the  whole  Voice  of  the 

Houfe. 

The  Annaliji  of  the  Reformation^  under  this 
Queen,  hath  given  us  a  very  warm  and  long 
Speech,  made  againft  this  unha.jpy  Lady  and  her 
Title  to  the  EngUJI)  Crown,  by  an  anonymous 
Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  j  but,  at  what 
Time  he  does  not  mention.  He  is  miftaken  alfo  in 
placing  this  Speech  in  the  Debates  of  the  laft  Parlia- 
ment, inftead  of  this  ;  for  the  Affair  had  not  then 
a  Parliamentary  Inquiry  into  it.  This  Author 
tranfcribed  it  from  a  IVIanufcript  in  the  Cotton  Libra- 
ry (e).  It  is  obfervable,  that  the  Stream  ran  all  ons 
Way  at  this  Time  ;  the  poor  Queen  of  Scots  having 
not  one  Friend,  or  Advocate,  either  within  Doors 
or  without,  that  durft  endeavour  to  ftem  the 
Tide,  or,  openly,  to  fay  one  Word  in  her  Fa- 
vour. 

A  Bill  for  Rites  and  Ceremonies  in  the  Church,  a  Meffage  to  the 
had  been  read  in  the  Houfe  three  Times  ;when,  on  <^'cmni,  ns.mw  to 
May  the  2 2d,   the  Speaker  declared  to  the  Houfe,  J^gioug^MattersV 
that  it  was  her  Majefty's  Pleafure,  that  from  hence- 
forth no   Bills  concerning  Religion  fhould  be  pre- 
ferred, or  received  into  this  Houfe  j  unleis  the  fame 
fhould   be   firft   confidered   and    approved    by  the 
Clergy.     And  further,  that  her  Majefty   deiired  to 
fee  the  two  lail,  read  in  the  Houfe,  touching  Rites 
and  Ceremonies.     On  which,  it  was  order'd,  that 
the  faid  Bills  fliould  be  delivered    to  her,  by  fuch 
Members  as  were  of  the  Privy- Council. 

*  The  next  Day  the  Trcafurer  of  the  Houfhold 
reported  to  the  Houfe  the  Delivery  of'  the  two  Bills 
of  Rites  and  Ceremonies  to  her  Majefty  ;  together 
with  the  humble  Requeftof  this  Houfe,  moft  humbly 
•0  beicech  her  Highnefs  not  to  conceive  ill  Opini- 
on v.i  this  Iloule,  if  fo  it  were  that  her  Majefty 
M  3  ihould 

(e';  >>trytv^s  /Jb^en.-ii^f  Vol,  II,    p,  9-  ad  Fineti. 
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Queen  Elizabeth,  ^ould  not  like  Well  of  the  faid  Bills,  or  of  the  Par- 
i57»'  ties  that  preferred  them.  And  declared  further, 
that  her  Majefty  feemed  utterly  to  miflike  the 
firft  Bill,  and  him  that  brought  ihe  fame  into 
the  Houfe;  and  that  her  Highnefs  ekprefs  Will  and 
Pleafure  was,  that  no  Preacher  or  Minifter  fhould 
be  impeached  or  indifted,  or  otherwife  molefted  or 
troubled,  as  the  Preamble  of  the  faid  Bill  did  pur- 
port: Adding  thefe  comfortable  Words  farther,  that 
her  Majefty,  as  Defender  of  the  Faith,  will  aid  and 
maintain  all  good  Proteftants  to  the  difcouraging  of 
all  Papifts:' 

The  Bufinefs  of  the  Queen  of  Scots  and  the  un- 
fortunate Duke  of  Norfolk,  having  been  long 
canvalTed  by  the  Commiites  of  both  Houfes  ;  they, 
at  length  agreed  upon  a  joint  Petition  to  the  Queen. 
Arid,  on  the  28th  of  May,  her  Majefty  was  atten- 
f'ed  by  the  faid  Committees,  who  prefented  her 
a  Petition  with  Reafons  to  prove,  that  it  not  only 
confifted  with  Juftice,  but  alfo  with  the  Queen's 
Honour  and  Safety,  to  proceed  Criminally  againft 
the  pretended  Scotti/h  Queen  (/). 

On  the  fame  Day,  as  it  feems,  the  JoumaliJlicWs 
us,  *  That  Mr.  Treafurer  reported  to  the  Houfe, 
that  he  and  certain  others  of  the  Committee,  chofen 
by  ihemfelves,  did  prefently  come  from  her  Majefty  ; 
and  that  her  Majefty  doth  very  thankfully  accept 
the  Good-Will  and  Zeal  of  this  Houfe,   in   their 
Carefulnefs  for  her  Majefty's  Safety  and  Prefervati- 
on;  and  that  as  her  Majefty  thinketh  the  Courfe 
chofen  by  this  Houfe,    and  wherein  the  Lords  have 
joined  with  this  Houfe,  to  be  the  beft  and  fureft 
Way  for  her  Majefty's  PreTervation  and  Safety  in- 
deed ;  yet  her  Highnefs  for  certain  Refpedsby  her- 
felf  conceived,  thinketh  good  for  this  Time  to  de- 
fer, but  not  to  reje(!:l  that  Courfe  of  Proceeding  as 
yet;  and  in  the  mean  Time,  with  all  convenient 
Speed,  to  go  forward  in  the  great  Matter  againft  the 
Scctt'ijl)  Qi^icen  with  a  f..cond  Bill,   being  the  other 
Pan  of  liie  laid  Choice  heretofgre  ofi'cred  to  this 

Houfe. 

(f)  See  the  Petition  aod  Reafons  in  D'E-xa't  Jmrnah,  p.  2.1  $ 
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Houfe.  And  that  her  Majefty  minding  in  that  Bill,  Queen  Elizabeth, 
by  any  Implication  or  Drawing  of  Words,  not  to  '  'i7*' 
have  the  Scottijh  Queen  either  enabled  or  difabled 
to  or  from  any  Manner  of  Tirle  to  the  Crown  of 
this  Realm,  or  any  other  Title  to  the  fame  what- 
foever  touched  at  all,  willeth  that  the  Bill  be  firft 
drawn  by  her  Learned  Counfel,  and  by  them  pen- 
ned before  the  fame  be  treated  of  or  dealt  in,  ia  this 
Houfe.  And  that  in  the  mean  Time  of  bringing 
in  of  the  i"aid  Bill,  this  Houfe  enter  not  into  any 
Speeches  or  Arguments  of  that  Matter.  And  that 
her  Maieilv  haih  likewife  fignified  the  fame  her  like 
Plf.afure  unto  the  Lords  of  the  Upper-Houfc,  by 
fome  of  the  Committes  of  the  fame  Houfe.' 

The  Commons  came  to.  a  Kefolution  on  the 
Qiieftion,  Whether  a  Petition  was  to  be  drawn 
up  and  prefented  to  her  Majefty,  for  ihe  fpeedy 
Execu;ion  of  the  Duke  ?  That  the  faid  Petition 
fhould  be  digefted  and  put  in  Writing  aga'nft  the 
next  Morning,  and  delivered  to  the  Speaker  to  be 
prefented  by  him  to  the  Queen.  But  two  Days 
after.  May  31ft,  a  Quellion  was  put  for  rr-fpiting 
the  faid  Petition,  and,  it  was  carried  in  the  Affirma- 
tive. *  Becaufe,  perhaps,  her  Majefty  will  order  it  to 
be  done  fooner  of  her  own  Accord  than  being  pref- 
fed  to  it  by  the  Houfe.  And  therefore  it  was  whol- 
ly laid  afide.'  But,  however,  the  Bills  and  Remon- 
ftrances  againft  the  Qiieen  of  ScotSy  took  no  Effe61: 
rill  feveral  Years  after.  The  Duke  of  Norfolk^ 
however,  fell  a  Sacrifice  to  the  Jealoufies  of  the 
Times,  being  beheaded,  as  before  obferv'd,  whilft 
this  Parliament  was  fitting. 

The  Ceremonies  at  the  Conclufion  of  this  Seffi- 
on  are  omitted,  thro'  the  Negligence  of  the  Clerks, 
in  both  the  Journah.  And,  we  are  only  told,  in 
that  of  the  Lords,  That,  on  the  30th  Day  oijime^ 
the  Qiieen  came  to  the  Houfe,  when  the  Lord- 
Keeper,  by  her  Command,  prorogued  this  Parlia- 
ment to  the  Feaft  of  All  SahitSy  November  2d, 
following. 

'i'he  Parliamentary  Hiftory  of  this  Reign,  would 
he  very  concifc,  conlidsring  the  Duration  of  it,  if 

v/c 
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Quean  Elizabeth. "we  had  no  Other  Tradls  to  follow  than  what  are 
JS75»       Ihewn  by  ihe  particular  Hiftorian  of  it,  or  our  more 
general  Hiftories  of  England. 

Mr.  Cambden  takes  lude  or  no  Notice  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  any  Parliament  from  this  Period  j  but 
has  contented  himfelf  in  attending  his  Royal  Mif- 
trefs  thro'  the  various  Foreign  Confederacies,  Wars, 
Marine-Expeditions,  and  Love- Aftairs  ot  her  Reign. 
Indeed  there  never  was  a  Time,  when  Parliaments 
met  io  feldom  i  and,  it  leems,  as  if  this  Heroic 
Queen  meant  to  (hew  her  Subjedts,  that  flie  could 
reign  without  their  Aid  and  Aiiiftance.  For, 
from  the  Time  of  the  laft  Prorogation,  we  meet 
with  nothing  like  a  Parliament  'till  the  eighteenth 
Year  of  this  Reign. 

The  Journals  of  the  Lords  do  not  exprefsly 
give  us  the  Tirres  of  the  leveral  Prorogations, 
in  this  Interval  ;  but  only  inform  us,  that  on  the 
8th  Day  of  February,  in  the  Year  above  mentioned, 
after  various  and  fundry  Prorogations,  the  fame  Par^ 
liament  met  to  do  Bufmefs  C^). 

Anno  Regni  is.      Being  aflembled,  the  Queen  came    not  to  the 
1575.       Houfe,  becaufe  this  was  no  new  Parliament  ;  and 

At  Wcftminfter.  j^g  {^j.^  ^hing  We  find  that  was  done  by  the  Lords, 
was  to  read  a  Bill  for  the  Reformation  of  Apparel . 
Mr  Cambden  takes  Notice  [h),  that  the  Year 
before  this,  the  Queen  had  put  out  a  Proclamation 
to  flop  the  great  Excefs  this  modifh  Luxury   had 

A  Bii       •  /I  then  arrived  to.     Obierving,  that,  to  maintain  this 

A    Bill    againft         .    .         tt      .  ^>P         .    '      ,    .  , 

Luxury  in  Ap-  ohimng  Vanity,  a  great  Quantity  of  Money  was 
parci,  yearly  carried  outof  the  Land,  to  buy  Silks  and  o- 

ther  foreign  Fineries,  to  the  Impoveriflimentof  the 
Commonwealth,  and  the  almoft  Ruin  of  feveral 
noble  Families,  who  llrove  to  vie  with  one  another 
in  this  Kind  of  Extravagance.  The  Reader  might 
obicrve,  that  feveral  Sumptuary  Laws,  were  made 
in  different  Reigns,  to  reftrain  this  Vice  ;  and  now 
the  Queen's    Proclamation  being  little  regarded, 

an 

(gi  Poji  variat  et  divtrfa:  Prsrog.utsr.a, 

DiAK.  PfcOCXk. 

[h)  P.  <^52.  A,  1574, 
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an  Aft  of  Parliament  was  defigned  to  enforce  the Q^ggnEu^jbeth/ 
Obfervance.     But  this  Way   had  as  little  Succefs        1575. 
as  the  former,  for  tbo'  the  Bill  pafled  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  and  was  fcnt  down  to  the  Commons,  they 
never  returned  it.     Probably,  becaufe  an  Ad:  of  this        * 
Nature  might  be  an  Hindrance  to  Trade  ;  and,  in- 
deed, if  the  Reftraint  of  this  lyuxury  was  agreeable 
to  the  honeft  Politics  of  thofe  Times,  it  has  been 
thought  quite  otherwife  in  fome  much  later  Reigns. 
When    Equipages,  Operas,    Mafqucrades,    Drefs, 
Vanities  of  all  Sorts,  were  never   fo  much  encoura- 
ged :    Whereby  the  Nobility  and  Gentry,  exhauft- 
ing  their  own  Eftates,  become  more  fubfervient  to, 
and  dependent  on,  the  Crown. 

On  the  fame  D^y,  Feb.  8th,  Henry ^  Earl  of 
Northumberland^  younger  Brother  to  the  late  Earl 
Tko}7ias^  beheaded  at  York,  had  a  Summons  to  Par- 
liament, and  took  his  Place  in  the  Koufe,  with 
fome  other  young  Lords,  who  were  introduced  at 
the  fame  Time.  Amongft  whom  was  Jobi 
Lord  Stourton^  called  up  by  Writ ;  tho'  the  Attain- 
der of  his  Father,  (who  was  executed  in  the  laft 
Reign  for  an  infamous  Murder^  was  only  reverfed 
this  Parliament. 

There,  is  nothing  remarkable,  elfe,  entered  in  the 
Lords  Journals.^  'till    the    27  th    of  this  Month  ; 
when  a  Bill   for   a  Subfidy  of  two  Fifteenths  and 
Tenths  were  fent  up  by   the  Commons  ;    it  pafled  . 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  the  firll  of  March,     The  .  -  ,  ., 
printed  Statutes  make  this  Grant  three  Fifteenths       "  ''  ^" 
and  Tenths^  bclidcs  the  Subfidy.       There  was,  alfo, 
an  Act  for  confirming  a  Grant  of  Six  Shillings  in 
the  Pound,  from  the  Clergy,  to  be  paid  in  three 
Years. 

But  tho'  the  Journab  of  the  Lords  furnifh  us  with 
fo  little  to  the  Purpofe,  thofe  of  the  Commons  were 
never  more  copious,  for  fo  fiiort  a  SeiTion,  as  in  this. 
In  which  are  many  Thing's  very  remarkable,  relat- 
ing to  the  Liberties  and  Privileges  of  that  Houfe. 
7'he  Journalijl  gives  u'^  a  Spfje.h  rnude,  the  very 
firil  Day  of  this  Se'lion,  by  Peter  iFentzvorth,  Efq; 
MemDer  for  iha  Bjiough  of  Trcgony  in  Cornwal, 

which 
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^«n Elizabeth,  w^*^^  evidently  (hews  that  all  the  Cornijh  Mem- 
1575.  bers  were  not  Courtiers  in  thofe  Days  The 
Speech  and  the  Confequences  of  it  are  as  memora- 
ble, as  any  Thing  we  have  yet  met  wich  in  the 
Courfe  of  thefe  Enquiries ;  and  therefore  needs  no 
Introduftion,  nor  any  Excufe  for  the  Length  of  it. 

Mr.  Speaker^ 

MrWentworth'sc  y  f^^^j  written  in  a  little  Volume  thefe  Words  in 

oHhcuSw     1  effed:'  ''Sweet  is  the  Name  of  Liberty,  but 

of  the  Houfc.     "  the  Thing  itfelf  a  Value  beyond  all  ineftimable 

'*  Treafure."     *  So  much  the  more  it  behoveth  us 

'  to  take  care  left  we,  contenting  ourfelves  with  the 

'  Sweetnefs  of    the  Name,    lofe  and  forego  the 

'  Thing,  being  of  the  greateft  Value  that  can  come 

'  linto  this  noble  Realm.    The  ineftimable  Treafure 

*  is  the  Ufe  of  it  in  this  Houfe.     And  therefore  \ 

*  do  think  it  needful  to  put  vou  in  Remembrance, 
*.  that  this  Honourable  Allembly  are  aflembled  and 

*  come  together  herein  this  Place,  tor  three  fpecial 

*  Caufes  of  mi'ft  weighty  and  greai  Importance. 

*  The  firft  and  principal  is  to  make  and  abrogate 

*  fuchLaws,  as  may  be  moftfor  the  Prefervation  of 

*  our  noble  Sovereign. 

*  The  fecond 

'  The  third  is  to  make  or  abrogate  fuch  Laws  as 

*  may  be  to  the  chieleit  Surety,  Snfe-kceping,  and 
'  Enr  chment  of  this  noble  Realm  of  England.     So 

*  that  I  do  think  that  the  Part  of  a  faithlul-hearted 

*  Sabjedl  is,  to  do  his  Endeavour  to  remove  all 
'  Stumbling- Blocks  out  of  the  Way  that  may  im- 

*  pair,  or  any  manner  of  way  hinder,  thefe  gocid  and 

*  godly  Caui'es  of  this  our  coming  together.     I  was 

*  never  of  Parliament  but  the  laft,  and  the  laft 
'  Seflion,  at  both  which  Times  1  faw  the  Liberty 
'  of  free  Speech,  the  wl  ,ich  is  the  only  Salve  to  heal 

*  all  the  Sores  of  this  Common-wealth,  lo  much 
'  and    fo  many  Ways  infringed,    and   fo   many 

*  Abuiesoffered  to  this  Honourable  Council,  as  hath 

*  much  grieved  me  even  of  very  Confcience  and 

*  Love  to  my  I'rince  and  Stale.     Wherefore  to  a- 

*  void  the  like,  I  do  think  it  expedient  to  open  the 

'  Com- 
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'  Commodities  that  grow  to  the  Prince  and  whole  qujcj  irji^jbg^j,, 
'  Stale,  by  free  Speech  u  fed  in  this  Place;  at  the        1575. 
"  lead  fo  much  as  my  fimple  Wit  can  gather  of  it, 
'  the  which  is  very  little  in  refpcdl  of  that,   that 
•  wife  Heads  can  fay  therein,  and  fo  it  is  of  the 

■  more  Force. 

'  Firft,  All  Matters  that  concern  God's  Honour, 

■  through  free  Speech  fhall  be  propagated  here  and 
fet  forward,  and  all  Things  that  d©  hinder  it  re- 
moved, repulfed  and  taken  away. 

*  Next,  There  is  nothing  commodious,  profita- 
'  ble,  or  any  way  beneficial  for  the  Prince  or  State, 
but  faithful  and  loving Subjefts  will  offer  it  in  this 
Place. 

'  Thirdly,  All  Things  difcommodious,  perilous 
or  hurtful  to  the  Prince  or  State  fhall  be  prevent- 
ed, even  fo  much  as  feemeth  good  to  our  merci- 
ful God  to  put  into  our  Minds,  the  which  no 
doubt  fliall  be  fufficient,  if  we  do  earneftly  call 
upon  him  and  fear  him  :  For  Solomon  faith,  Ihe 
Fear  of  God  is  the  Beginning  of  Wifdo7n.  Wif- 
doniy  faith  he,  breatheth  Life  into  her  Children^ 
receiveth  them  that  Jeek  her^  and  will  go  hefide 
them  in  the  Way  of  Righteoufnefs:  So  that  our 
Minds  fhall  be  direded  to  all  good,  needful  and 
neceflary  Things,  if  we  call  upon  God  with  faith- 
ful Hearts, 

'  Fourthly,  If  the  Envious  do  offer  any  Thing 
hurtful  or  perilous  to  the  Prince  or  State  in  this 
Place,  What  Incommodity  doth  grow  thereby  ? 
Verily  I  think  none,  nay,  will  you  have  me  tp 
fay  my  fimple  Opinion  therein,  much  Good 
Cometh  thereof ;  how  forfooth  ?  why  by  the  Dark- 
nefs  of  thcN  [^n*  the  Brightnefs  of  the  Sun  fhew- 
eth  moreexc'-jUent  and  clear,  and  how  can  Truth 
appear  anJ  conqjer  until  Falfhood,  and  all  Subtil- 
ties  that  fhouUi  ihadow  and  darken  it,  be  found  out  ? 
for  it  is  offered  in  this  Pkxs  as  a  Piece  of  fine 
Needle -work  10  them  that  are  mofl.  fk.lful  there- 
in, for  there  canrot  be  a  falfe  Stitch  (God  aiding 
us)    but   v/iil  be  found  out. 

«  Fifthly, 
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fuecn  Elijabeth     *  Fifthly,  This  Good  Cometh  thereof,  a  wicked 
1575.       *  Purpofe  may  the  ealier  be  prevented  when  it  is 

*  known. 

'  Sixthly,  An  evil  Man  can  do  the  lefs  Harm 

*  when  it  is  known. 

*  Seventhly,  Sometime  it  happeneth  that  a  good 

*  Man  will  in  this  Place  (for  Argument  Sake)  pre- 

*  fer  an  evil  Caufe,  both  for  that  he  would  have  a 
'  doubtful  Truth  to  be  opened  and  manifefted,  and 
'  alfo  the  Evil  prevented;    fo  that  to  this  Point  I 

*  conclude,  that  in  this  Houfe,  which  is  termed  a 
'  Place  of  free  Speech,  there  is  nothing  fo  necellary 

*  for  the  Prefervaiion  of  the  Prince  and  State  as  free 

*  Speech ;  and  without  this  it  is  a  Scorn  and  Mocke- 

*  ry  to  call  it  a  Parliament  Houfe,  for  in  l>uth  it  is 
'none,  but  a  very  School  of  Flattery  and  Difli- 
'  mulatiori  ;  and  fo  a  fit  Place  to  ferve  the  Devil 
'  and  his  Angels  in,  and  not  to  glorify  God  and 
'  benefit  the  Common-wealth. 

*  Now  to  the  Impediments  thereof,  which,  by 
'  God's  Grace  and  my  little  Experience,  I  will  utter 
'  plainly  and  faithfully,  I  will  ufe  the  Words  of 
'  Elcha^    Behold^  I  am  as  the  new  Wine  ivhich  hath 

*  no  Vent^  and  burjieth  the  neix)  Vejjeh  in  [under , 
'  therefore  I  will  /peak  that  1  may  have  a  Vent.    I 

*  will  open  my  Lips^  and  make  Anjiver^  I  will  re- 

*  gard  no  Manner  of  Perfon^  no  Man  will  1  fpare, 
'  for  if  I  Jhould  go  about  to  pleaje  Men.,  I  know  not 
'  how  foon  my  Maker  will  take  me  away:     My 

*  Text  is  vehement  i  the  which  by  God's  Sufferance 
'  I  mean  to  obferve,  hoping  therewith  to  offend 
'  none;  for  that  of  very  Juftice,  none  ought  to  be 
'  offended  for  feeking  to  do  good  and  faying  of  the 

*  Truth. 

*  Amongfl:  other,  Mr.   Speaker,  Two  Things 

*  do  great  Hurt  in  this  Place,  of  the  which  I  do 
'  mean  to  fpeak:     The  one  is  a  Rumour  which 

*  runneth  about  the  Houfe,  and  this  it  ii,  'Take  heed 

*  what  you  do,  the  Queen's  Majefty  likcth  not  \\k\\ 

*  a  Matter,  whofoevtr  picfereth  it,  Ihe  will  be  of- 

*  fended  with  him  ;  or  the  contrary,  her  Majelly 

*  liketh 
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liketh  of  fuch  a  Matter,  wholbever  fpeaketh  a- Queen  Elizabeth, 
gaind  it,  flie  will  be  much  offended  with  him.'  1575. 

'  The  other  :  Sometimes  a  MefTage  is  brought 
into  the  Houfe,  either  of  Commanding  or  Inhi- 
biting, very  injurious  to  the  Freedom  of  Speech 
and  Confultation.  I  would  to  God,  Mr  Speaker, 
that  thefe  two  were  buried  in  Hell,  I  mean  Ru- 
mours and  Meflages  ;  for  wicked  undoubtedly 
they  are,  the  Reafon  is,  the  Devil  was  the  lirft 
Author  of  them,  from  whom.proceedeth  nothing 
but  Wickcdnefs  :  Now  1  will  fet  down  Reafons 
to  prove  them  wicked. 

'  Firjl^  If  we  be  in  Hand  with  any  Thing  for 
the  Advancement  of  God's  Glory,  were  it  not 
wicked  to  fay  the  Queen  liketh  not  of  it,  or  com- 
mandeth  that  we  Ihall  not  deal  in  it  ?  Greatly 
were  thefe  Speeches  to  her  Majefty's  Diflionour, 
and  an  hard  Opinion  were  it,  Mr  Speaker,  that 
thefe  Things  fhould  enter  into  her  Majefty's 
Thought  ;  much  more  wicked  and  unnatural  '* 
were  it  that  her  xMajefty  fhould  like  or  command 
any  thing  againft  God,  or  hurtful  to  berfelf  and 
the  State.  The  Lord  grant  this  Thing  may  be 
far  from  her  Majefty's  Heart.  Here  this  may  be 
objected,  that  if  the  Queen's  Majefty  fhould  have 
Intelligence  of  any  thing  perilous  or  beneficial  to 
her  Majefty's  Perfon  or  the  State,  would  you 
not  have  her  Majefty  give  Knowledge  thereof  m 
this  Houfe,  whereby  her  Peril  may  be  prevented, 
and  her  Benefit  provided  for  ?  God  forbid,  then 
were  her  Majefty  in  worfe  Cafe  than  any  of  her 
Subjedls.  And,  in  the  Beginning  of  our  Speech, 
I  (hewed  it  to  be  a  fpecial  Caufe  of  our  Allem- 
bling,  but  my  Intent  is.  That  nothing  fliould  be. 
done  to  God's  Dilhonour,  to  her  Majefty's  Peril, 
or  the  Peril  of  the  Siate.  And  therefore  I  will 
fhew    the    Inconveniences   that  grow  of  thefe 

two. 

'  FirJ}^  If  we  follow  not  the  Prince's  Mind,  5^- 
hmoniix^^  T'heKingi  DijpJeafiire  ii  a  Mejfet.ger  of 
Death  :  This  isa  terrible  Thing  to  weakNacurc, 
for  who  is  able  to  abide  the  fierce  Countenance  of 

his 
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his  Prince,  but  if  we  will  difcharge  our  Confcien- 
ces,  and  be  true  to  God,  and  Prince  and  State,  we 
mull  hnve  due  Confideration  of  the  Place  and  the 
Occafion  of  our  coming  together  j  and  efpecially 
have  Regard  unto  the  Matter  wherein  we  both 
fhall  ferve  God,  and  our  Prince  and  State  faith- 
fully, and  not  diflembling  as  Eye-Pleafers,  and  fo 
juftly  avoid  all  Difpleafures  both  to  God  and  our 
Prince ;  for  Solomon  faith,  In  the  Way  of  the  RJgh, 
teous  there  is  Life,  as  for  any  other  Way,  it  is 
the  Path  to  Death.     So  that  to  avoid  everlaft- 
fting  Death  and  Condemnation,  with  the  High 
and  Mighty  God,  we  ought  to  proceed  in  every 
Caufe  according  to  the  Matter,  and  not  according 
to  the  Prince's   Mind :    And  now  I  will  fhew 
you  a  Reafon   to  prove  it   perilous  always  to 
follow  the   Princes     Mind.      Many  Times    it 
falleth  out,  that  a  Prince  may  favour  a  Caufe 
perilous  to  himfelf  and  the  whole  State  ;  What 
are  we  then  if  we  follow  the  Princes  Mind  ?  Are 
we   not   unfaithful  unto  God,   our  Prince  and 
State  r     Yes  truly,  we  are  chofen  of  the  whole 
Realm,  of  a    fpecial  Truft  and  Confidence  by 
them  repofed  in  us,  to  forfee  all  fuch  Inconve- 
niences.    Then  I  will  fet  down   my    Opinion 
herein,  that  is  to  fay.  He  that  dillembleth  to  her 
Majefty's  Peril,  is  to  be  counted  as  a  hateful  Ene- 
my ;  for  that  he  giveth  unto  her  Majefty  a  detef- 
table  Judas  his  Kifs  ;  and  he  that  contrarieth  her 
Mind  to  her  Prefervation,  yea  though  her  Maje- 
fty would  be  much  offended  with  him,  is  to  be 
adjudged  an  approved  Lover,   (or  faithful  are  the 
JVounds  of  a  Lover ^  faith  SobnwTi,  but  the  Kijfes  of 
an  Enemy  are  deceitful'.  And  it   is  better,  faith 
Antiflhenes^  to  fall  amongft  Ravens  than  amongft 
Flatterers,  for  Ravens   do  but  devour  the  dead 
Corps,  but  Flatterers  the  Living.     And  it  is  both 
trai:erous  and  hellifh,  through  Flattery,  to  feek 
to  devour  our  natural  Prince,  and  that  do  Flat- 
terers ;  therefore  let  them  leave  it  with  Shame 
enough. 

Now 
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*  Now  to  another  great  Matter  that  fifeth  of  this  q^tten  Elizabeth, 
grievous  Rumour,  What  is  it  forfooth  ?  What-        Js7S' 
foever  thou  art  that  pronounceft  ii,  thou  doft  pro- 
nounce thy  o*vn  Difcredit  ;  Why  (o  ?    for  that 
thou   doft  what   lieth  in   thee  to  pronounce  the 
Prince  to  be  perjured,  the  which  we  neither  may 
nor  will  believe  ;  for  we  ought  not  without'  too 
too  manifeft  Proof  to  credit  any  Difhonour  to 
our  Anointed  ;  no,  we  ought  not  without  it  to 
think  any  Evil  of  her  Majefty,  but  rather  to  hold 
him  a  Liar  what  Credit  foever  he  be  of ;    for  the 
Queen's  Majefty   is  the  Head  of  the  Law,  and 
muft  of  Neceflity  maintain  the  Law  ;  for  by  the 
Law  her  Majefty  is  made  juftly  our  Queen,  and 
by  it  (he  is  moft  chiefly  maintained ;  Hereunto 
agreeth  the  moft  excellent  Words  of  Bra^on  {i)y 
who  faith,  The  King  hath  no  Peer  nor  Equalin  his 
Kingdom:  He  hath  no  Equal,   for  otherwife  he 
might    lofe   his    Authority    of  Commanding, 
fince  that  an  Equal  huth   no  Power  of   Com- 
'  mandment  over  his  Equal.      The  King  ought 
'  not  to  be  under  Man,  but  under  God,  and  under 
'  the  Law,  becaufe  the  Law  maketh  him  a  King. 
■  Let  the  King  therefore  attribute  that  to  the  Law, 

*  which  the  Lawattributeth  unto  him,  that  is,  Do- 
'  minion  and  Power ;  for  he  is  not  a  King  in  whom 

*  Will  and  not  the  Law  doth  rule,  and  therefore 
'  he  ought  to  be  under  the  Law.  I  pray  you  mark 
'  the  Reafon  why  my  Authority  faith,  The  King 
'  ought  to  be  under  the  Law,  for,  faith  he,  He  is 
'  God's  Vicegerent   upon  Earth  ;  that  is,  his  Lieu- 

*  tenant  to  execute  and  do  his  Will,  the  which  is 
'  Law  or  Juftice,  and  thereunto  was  her  Majefty 
'  fworn  at  her  Coronation,  as  I  have  heard  learned 

*  Men  in  this  Place  fundry  Times  affirm  ;  unto 
'  the  which  Idoubt  not  but  her  Majefty  will,  for 

*  her  Honour  and  Confcience  Sake,  have  Special 
'  Regard  ;  for  free  Speech  and  Confcience  in  this 
'  Place  are  granted  by  a  Special  Law,  as  that  with- 
'  out  the  which  the  Prince  and  State  cannot  be  pre- 

ferved 

(J)BjiSLon  di  Legibut  Ar.glia,  Lib,  t.  C^p.  7, 
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ferved  or  mainrained.  So  that  I  would  wifli  e- 
very  Man  that  fearcth  God,  regardeth  the  Prin- 
ces Honour,  or  efteemeth  his  own  Credit,  to  fear 
at  all  Times  hereafter  to  pronounce  any  fuch  hor- 
rible Speeches,  fo  much  to  the  Princes  Difhonour ; 
tor  in  fo  doing  he  (heweth  himfelf  an  open  Ene- 
my to  her  Majefty,  and  fo  worthy  to  be  contem- 
ned of  all  faithful  Hearts.  Yet  there  is  another 
Inconvenience  that  rileth  of  ihisivicked  Rumour: 
The  Utterers  thereof  feem  to  put  into  our  Heads, 
That  the  Queen's  Majefty  hath  conceived  an 
evil  Opinion,  Diffi.ience  and  Miftruft  in  us  her 
faithful  and  loving  Subje<^ts  ;  for  if  fhe  had  nor, 
her  Majefty  would  then  wifli  that  all  the  Things 
dangerous  to  herfelf  fhould  be  laid  open  before  us ; 
afTuring  herfelf,  that  loving  Subjeds,  as  we  are, 
would,  without  Schooling  and  Direction,  with 
careful  Minds  to  our  Powers,  prevent  and  with- 
ftand  all  Perils  that  might  happen  unto  her  Ma- 
jefty. And  this  Opinion  I  doubt  not  but  her  Ma- 
jefty hath  conceived  of  us,  for  undoubtedly  there 
was  never  Prince  that  had  faithfuller  Hearts  than 
her  Majefty  hath  here  ;  and  furely  there  were 
never  Subjects  had  more  Caufe  heartily  to  love 
their  Prince  for  her  quiet  Government  than  wc 
have.  So  that  he  that  railcih  this  Rumour,  ftill 
encreafelh  but  Difcredit  in  feeking  to  fow  Sediti- 
on as  much  as  lieth  in  him.  between  our  merciful 
Qiieen  and  us  her  moft  loving  rnd  faithful  Sub- 
jects, the  which  by  God's  Grace  fliail  never  lie  in 
his  Power,  let  him  fpit  out  all  his  Venome,  and 
there  withal  ftiew  out  his  malicious  Heart ;  yet  I 
have  collected  fundry  Reafons  to  prove  this  a 
hateful  and  a  deteftable  Rumour,  and  the  Utter- 
cr  thereof  to  be  a  very  Judcs  to  our  noble  Queen; 
therefore  let  any  hereafter  take  heed  how  he  pub- 
lifh  it,  for  as  a  very  Judas  unto  her  Majefty,  and 
an  Enemy  to  the  whole  State,  we  ought  to  ac- 
cept him. 

*  Now  the  other  was  a  MeiTage,  Mr  Speaker, 
bvou^iit  the  laft  Seffion  into  the  Houfe,  that  we 
ihouldnot  deal  in  any  Matters  of  Religion,  but 

firft 
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firft  to  receive  from  the  Bifhops :  Surely  this  was  QueenEiiiabctH; 
a  doleful  Mellage,  for  it  was  as  much  as  to  fay.  Sirs,  'S7S> 
ye  (hall  not  deal  in  God's  Caufes,  no,  ye  fhall  in 
nowife  feek  to  advance  his  Glory  ;  and  in  Recom- 
pence  of  your  Unkindnefs,  God  in  his  Wrath 
will  look  upon  your  Doings,  that  the  chief  Caufe 
that  ye  were  called  together  for,  the  which  is  the 
Prefervation  of  their  Prince,  fhall  have  no  good 
Succefs:  If  fome  one  of  this  Houfe  had  prefent- 
ly  made  this  Interpretation  of  this  faid  Meflage, 
had  he  not  feemed  to  have  the  Spirit  of  Prophe- 
cy ?  Yet  truly  I  alTure  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  there 
were  divers  of  this  Houfe  that  faid  with  grievous 
Hearts,  iriimediately  upon  the  Meflage,  that 
God  of  his  Jullice  could  not  profper  theSeflion; 
and  let  it  be  holden  for  a  Principle,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  Council  that  cometh  not  together  in  God's 
Name,  cannot  profper;  for  God  faith,  TVhere 
tivo  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  his  Namey 
there  am  I  in  the  m'ldfi  among  them :  Well,  God 
even  the  great  and  mighty  God,  whofe  Name  is 
the  Lord  of  Hofts,  great  in  Counfel,  and  infinite 
in  Thought,  arid  who  is  the  only  good  Diredlor 
of  all  Hearts,  was  the  laft  Seflion  fhut  out  of 
Doors:  But  what  fell  out  of  it  forfooth?  His 
great  Indignation  was  therefore  poured  upon  this 
Houicj  for  he  did  put  into  the  Queen's  Majefty's 
Heart  to  refufe  good  and  wholefome  Laws  l-or 
her  own  Prefervation  ;  the  which  caufed  many 
faithful  Hearts  for  Grief  to  burft  out  with  forrow- 
ful  Tears,  and  moved  all  Papifts,  Traitors  to 
God  and  her  Majefly,  who  envy  good  Chtiftian 
Government,  in  their  Sleeves  to  laugh  all  the 
whole  Parliament-Houfe  to  Scorn;  And  fhall  I 
pafs  over  this  weighty  Matter  fo  flightly  ?  Nay, 
I  will  dil'charge  rny  Confcience  and  Duties  to 
God,  my  Prince  and  Country.  So  certain  it  is, 
Mr  Speaker,  that  none  is  without  Fault,  no  not 
our  noble  Queen,  fiih  then  her  Majc^fty  hath 
committed  great  Fault,  yea  dangerous  Faults  ta 
herfclf. 

Vol,  IV.  N  6  Love, 
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'  Love,  even  perfed  Love  void  of  Diflimulation, 
'  v\'ill  not  fufFcr  me  to  hide  them,  to  her  Majefty's 

*  Peril,  but  to  utter  them  to  her  Majefty's  Safety  : 
'  And  thefe  they  are,  it  is  a  dangerous  Thing  in  a 
'  Prince  unkindly  to  abule  his  or  her  Nobility  and 

*  People,  and  it  is  a  dangerous  Thing  in  a  Prince  to 

*  oppofe  or  bend  herfelf  againft  her  Nobility  and 

*  People,  yea  againfl  moft  loving  and  faithful  No- 

*  bility  and  People.     And  hov/  could  any  Prince 

*  more  unkindly  intreat,  abufe,  oppofe  herfelf  a- 

*  gainft  htr  Nobility  and  People,  than  her  Majefty 
«  did  the  laft  Parliament  ?     Did  fhe  not  call  it  of 

*  Purpofe  to  prevent  iraiterous  Perils  to  her  Perfon, 

*  and  for  no  other  Caufe  ?     Did  not  her  Majefty 

*  fend  unto  us  two  Bills,  willing  us  to  make  choice 

*  of  that  we  liked  beft  for  her  Safety,    and  thereof 

*  to  make  a  Law,    promifing  her  Majefty's  Royal 

*  Confent  thereunto?     And  did  we  not  firft  chufe 

*  the  one,    and  her  Majefty  refufed  it ;   yielding  no 

*  Reafon,   nay,  yielding  great  Reafons  why  {he 

*  ought  to  have  yielded  to  it?     Yet  did  we  never- 

*  thelels  receive  the  other,  and  agreeing  to  make 

*  a  Law  thereof,    Did  not  her  Majefty  in  the  End 

*  refufe  all  our  Travels?     And  did  not  we,  her 

*  Majefty's  faithful  Nobility  and  Subjedts,    plainly 

*  and  openly  decypher  ouil'elves  unto  her  Majefty 

*  and  our  hateful  Enemies;  and  hath  not  her  Ma- 
'  jefty  left  us  all  open  to  their  Revenge?  Is  this  a 
'  juft  Recompence  in  our  Chriftian  Queen  for  our 

*  faithful  Dealings?  The  Heathen  do  requite  Good 

*  for  Good,  Then  how  much  more  is  it  to  be  ex- 

*  peded  in  a  Chriftiui  Prince?     And  will  not  this 

*  her  Majefty's  Handling  think  you,  Mr.  Speaker, 

*  make  cold  Dealing  in  any  of  her  Majefty's  Sub- 

*  jedts  toward  her  again?      I  fear  it  will.     And 

*  hath  it  not  cufed  many  already  think  you,  Mr. 

*  Speaker,  to  fetk  a  Salve  for  the  Head  that  they 

*  hive  broken?     I  fenr  jt  hath,  »d  many  more 

*  will  do  the  like  if  it  be  not  prevented  in  I'ime. 
'  And  hath  it  not  marvellouily  rtjoiced  and  encou- 

*  raged  the  hollow  Hearts  of  licr  Majefty's  hateful 

*  Enemies  and  truiterous  Subjedts?    No  doubt  but 

*  il 
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ir  hath:  And  I  befeech  God  that  her  Majefty q^^^^^ EU^^j^^^jj^ 
may  do  all  Things  that  may  grieve  the  Hearts  of  1575. 
her  Enemies',  and  may  joy  the  Hearts  that  un- 
feignedly  love  her  Majefty:  And  I  befeech  the 
fame  God  to  endue  her  Majefty  with  his  Wifdom, 
whereby  (he  may  difcern  faithful  Advice  from 
traiterous  fugared  Speeches,  and  to  fend  her  Ma- 
jefty a  melting  yielding  Heart  unto  found  Coun- 
fel,  that  Will  may  not  Hand  for  a  Reafon :  And 
then  her  Majefty  will  ftand  when  her  Enemies 
are  fallen,  for  no  Eftate  can  fl:and  where  the 
Prince  will  not  be  governed  by  Advice.  And  I 
doubt  not  but  that  iome  of  her  Majefty's  Coun- 
cil have  dealt  plainly  and  faithfully  with  her  iVIa^ 
jefty  herein ;  if  any  have,  let  it  be  a  fure  Token 
to  her  Majefty  to  know  them  for  approved  Sub- 
jeds;  and  whatfoever  they  be  that  did  perfuade 
her  Majefty  fo  unkindly  to  intreat,  abufe,  and 
to  oppofe  herfelf  againft  her  Nobility  and  People* 
or  commend  her  Majefty  for  fo  doing,  let  it  be 
a  fure  Token  to  her  A-Iajefty  to  know  them  for 
fure  Traitors  and  Underminers  of  her  A'lajefty's 
Lite,  and  remove  them  out  of  her  Majefty's 
Prefence  and  Favour ;  for  the  more  cunning  they 
are,  the  more  dangerous  are  they  unto  her  Ma- 
jefty. But  was  this  all  ?  No,  for  God  would 
not  vouchfafe  that  his  Holy  Spirit  fliould  all  that 
Seftion  defcend  upon  our  Bifliops ;  fo  that  in  that 
Seffion  nothing  was  done  to  the  Advancement  of 
his  Glory.  I  have  heard  of  old  Parliament-Men, 
that  the  Banifhment  of  the  Pope  and  Popery,  and 
the  Reftoring  of  true  P^.eliglon  had  their  Be- 
ginning from  this  Houle,  and  not  from  the  Bi- 
fhops ;  and  I  have  heard  that  few  Laws  for  Religi- 
on had  iheir  Foundation  from  them  ;  and  1  do 
furely  think,  before  God  I  fpeak  it,  thai  the  Bi- 
fhops  v/ere  the  C;iufe  of  th.at  doleful  Meflage, 
and  I  will  fhew  you  what  moveili  me  fo  to  think : 
I  was,  amongft  oihers,  the  lail  Parliament,  knt 
unto  the  Bifhop  of  Canterbury^  for  the  Articles 
of  Religion  tluu  then  pail'ed  this  Houfe.  He  alked 
u^',  Wf)v  we  did  put  out  of  the  Book  the  Articles 
N  2  *  iot 
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Quf  en  Elizabeth. '  fof  the  Homilies,  Confecrating  of  Biftiops,  and 

*575'       *  fuch  like?     Surely,  Sir,  faid  i,  becaufe  we  were 

'  (o  occupied  in  other  Matters,  that  we  had  no 

'  Time  to  examine  them  how  they  agreed  with  the 

*  Word  of  God;  What,  faid  he,  furely  you  mif- 
'  took  the  Matter,  you  will  refer  yourfelves  whol- 
'  ly  to  us  therein  ?  No,  by  the  Faith  I  bear  to 
'  God,  faid  I,  we  will  pals  nothing  before  we  un- 

*  derftand  what  it  is ;  for  that  were  but  to  make 
'  you  Popes ;  make  you  Popes  who  lift,  faid  I,  for 

*  we  will  make  you  none.  And  fure,  Mr.  Speaker, 
'  the  Speech  leenied  to  me  to  be  a  Pope-IiJte  Speech^ 

*  and  I  fear  left  our  Bifhops  do  attribute  this  of  the 

*  Pope's  Canons  unto  themfelves,  Papa  non  potejl 
'  errare-y  for  furely  if  they  did  not,  they  would 
'  reform  Things  amifs,  and  not  to  fpurn  againft 

*  God's  People  for  writing  therein  as  they  do ;  but 

*  I  can  tell  them  News,    ihey  do  but  kick  againft 

*  the  Pricks,  for  undoubtedly  they  both  have,  and 

*  do  err,  and  God  will  reveal  his  Truth,  maugre 

*  the  Hearts  of  them  and  all  his  Enemies,  for  great 

*  is  the  Truth,  and  it  will  prevail :     And  to  fay 

*  the  Truth,  it  is  an  Error  to  think  that  God's 

*  Spirit  is  lied  only  to  them  ;  for  the  Heavenly  Spi- 

*  rit  faith,  Fir/l  feek  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  the 
'  Right ecufnefs  thereof,  and  all  thefe  Things  (mean- 

*  ing  temporal)  JJhiU  be  given  you  :     Thefe  Woids 

*  were  not  fpoken  to  the  Bilhops  only,  but  to  all ; 

*  and  the  Writ,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  we  are  called 

*  up  by,  is  chiefly  to  deal  in  God's  Caufc  ;   fo  that 

*  our  Commiffion  both  from  God,  and  our  Prince, 
'  is  to  de.'.l  in  God's  Caufes :   Therefore  theaccep- 

*  ting  of  fuch  Mefiages    and  taking  t!)cm  in  good 

*  Part,  do  highly  offend  God,  and  is  the  Accepta- 

*  tion  of  the  Breach  of  the  Liberties  of  this  Ho- 

*  nourable  Council ;  for  is  it  not  all  one  Thing  to 

*  fay,  Sirs,  you  fhall  deal  in  fuch  Matters  only,  as 

*  to  fay,  you  fhall  not  deal  m  fuch  Matters  ?  and 

*  To  as  good  to  have  Fools  and  Flatterers  in  the 

*  HouTe,  as   Men  of  Wifdom,  grave  Judgment, 

*  faithful  Hearts,  and  fincere  Conlcienccs  j  for  they 

*  being  taught  what  they  fliall  do,   can  give  their 

*  Con- 
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Confents  as  well  as  the  others:  Well,  He  /^^/ Queen Eli2abeth. 
hath  an  Office,  faith  St.  Paul,  let  him  wait  on  his  i57S' 
Office,  or  give  diligent  Attendance  upon  his  Of- 
fice. It  is  a  great  and  fpecial  Part  of  our  Duty 
and  Office,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  maintain  the  Free- 
dom of  Confultation  and  Speech ;  for  by  this, 
good  Laws  that  do  fet  forth  God's  Glory,  and  for 
the  Prefervation  of  the  Prince  and  State  are  made. 
St.  Paul  in  the  fame  Place  laith,  Hate  that  which 
is  evil,  cleave  unto  that  which  is  good:  Then 
with  St.  Paul,  I  do  advife  you  all  here  prefent, 
yea,  and  heartily  and  earneflly  defire  you  from 
the  Bottom  of  your  Hearts,  to  hate  nil  Mci'en- 
gers.  Tale- Carriers,  or  any  other  Thing  what- 
foever  it  be  that  any  manner  of  way  infringes 
the  Liberties  of  this  Honourabie  Council;  yea, 
hate  it  or  them  as  venemous  and  Poif on  unto  cur 
Common-Wealth,  for  they  are  venemous  Beafts 
thatdoufeit;  therefore  I  fay  again  and  again. 
Hate  that  which  is  evil,  and  cleave  unto  that 
which  is  good ;  and  this,  being  loving  and  faithful 
hearted,  I  do  Wifh  to  be  conceived  in  Fear  of 
God,  and  of  Love  to  our  Prince  and  State ;  for 
We  are  incorporated  into  this  Place,  to  ferve  God 
and  all  England,  and  not  to  be  Time-Servers,  as 
Humour-feeders,  as  Cancers  that  would  pierce  the 
Bone,  or  as  Flatterers  that  would  fain  beguile  all 
the  World,  and  fo^worthy  to  be  condemned  both 
of  God  and  Man;  but  let  us  fhew  ourfelves  a 
People  endued  with  Faith,  I  mean  with  a  lively 
Faith,  that  bringeth  forth  good  Works,  and  nor 
as  dead.  And  thefe  good  Works  I  wifh  to  break 
forth  in  this  Sort,  not  only  in  hating  the  Enemies 
before-fpoken  againft,  but  alfo  in  open  reproving 
them  as  Enemies  to  God,  our  Prince  and  State 
that  do  ufe  them,  for  they  are  fo.  Therefore  I 
would  have  none  fpared  or  forborn  that  fhall 
from  henceforth  offend  herein,  of  what  Calling 
foevev  he  be,  for  the  higher  Place  he  hath,  the 
more  Harm  he  may  do ;  therefore  if  he  will  no; 
efchew  Oflences,  the  higher  I  wifh  him  hanged. 
I  fpeak  this  in  Charity,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  it  is  bet- 
'N  3  t^T 
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ter  that  one  {hould  be  hanged,  than  that  this  No- 
ble State  ftiOLiId  be  fubverrcd ;  well,  I  pray  God 
with  all  my  Heart,  to  turn  the  Hearts  of  all  the 
Enemies  of  our  Prince  and  State,  and  to  forgive 
them  that  wherein  they  have  oftended,  yea,  and 
to  give  them  Grace  to  offend  therein  no  more  ; 
even  To  I  do  heartily  befeech  God  to  forgive  us 
for  holding  our  Peace   when  we  have  heard  any 
Injury  offered  to  this  Honourable  Council;    for 
furely  it  is  no  fmall  Offence,  Mr.  Speaker,    for 
we  offend  therein  againft  God,  our  Prince  and 
State,  and  abufe  the  Confidence  by  them  repofed 
in   us.     Wherefore  God  for  his  great  Mercies 
Sake,   grant  that  we  may  from  henceforth  fhew 
ourfelves  neither  Baftards  nor  Dallards  therein, 
but  that  as  rightly -begotten  Children,  we  may 
fharply  and  boldly  reprove  God's  Enemies,   our 
Prince's  and  State  ;    and  fo  fhall  every  one  of  us 
difcharge    our  Duties  in  this  our  High-Of!icp, 
wherein  he  hath  placed   us,  and  fhew  ourfelves 
Haters  of  Evil,  and  Cleavers  to  that  that  is  good, 
to  the  fetting  forth  of  God's  Glory  and  Honour, 
and  to  the  Prefervation  of  our  Noble  Queen  and 
Common- Wealth  ;    for  thefe  are  the  Marks  that 
we  ought  only  in  this  Place  to  fhooi  at.     I  am 
thus  earneff,  I  take  God  to  witnefs,  for  Conlciencc 
Sake,    Love   unto  my    Prince  and    Common- 
wealth,   and    for    the   Advancement  of    Ju- 
flice;   for  Ju/iice,  faith  an'Antienr  Father,  ;;  tie 
Prince  of  all  Virtues^  yea^  the  fafe  and  faithful 
Guard  of  Mart's  Life,  for  by  it  Empires^  King- 
doms^ Ptcpk,  and  Cities  be  governed^  the  luhich 
if  it  be  taken  azvay^  the  Society  of  Alan  cannot 
long  endure.     And  a  King,  faith  Solomon,  th<Jt 
fitteth  in  the  Throne  of  Judgment,  and  lojketh  wed 
about  him,  chafeth  aivay  all  Evil:    In  the  which 
State  and  Throne,  God  for  his  great  Mercies  Sake, 
grant   that  our  Noble  Qi^ieen   may   be    hearti- 
ly vifilant  and  watchful  \    for  I'rirelv  there  was  a 
great  Fault   committed  both  in  the  laft  Parlia- 
ment, and  fince  alfo  that  was,  as  faithful  Hearts 
^s  any  were  unto  the  Prince  and  State,   received 

*  molt 
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mod  Difpleafure,  the  which  is  but  an  hard  Point Q^jg^Ejjjjgjjgtjj^ 
in  Policy,  to  encourage  the  Enemy,  to  diicourage  1575, 
the  faithful-hearted,  who  of  fervent  Love  can- 
not difiemble,  but  follow  the  Rule  of  St.  Paul, 
who  laith,  Let  Love  be  without  Dljftmulation, 
*  Now  to  another  great  Fault  I  found  the  laft 
Parliament,  committed  by  fome  ofthis  Houfe  alfo, 
the  which  I  would  defire  of  them  all  might  be 
left ;  I  have  feen  right  good  Men  in  other  Cau- 
fes,  although  \  did  dillike  them  in  that  Doing,  fit 
in  an  evil  Matter  agiinlt  which  they  had  moil 
earneftly"  fpoken :  1  mufed  at  it,  and  afked  what 
it  meant,  for  I  do  think  it  a  fhameful  Thing  to 
fcrve  God,  their  Prince  or  Country,  with  the 
Tongue  only,  and  not  with  the  Heart  and  Body. 
I  was  anfwered  that  it  was  a  common  Policy  in 
this  HoUfe,  to  mark  the  beft  Sort  of  the  lame, 
and  either  to  fit  or  arife  with  them  ;  that  fame 
common  Policy,  I  would  gladly  have  baniflied 
this  Houfe,  and  have  grafted  in  the  Stead  thereof, 
either  to  rife  or  fit  as  the  Matter  giveth  Caufe: 
For  the  Eyes  of  the  Lord  behold  all  the  Earthy  to 
Jlrengthen  all  the  Hearts  of  them  that  are  whole  with 
him.  Thefe  be  God's  own  Words,  mark  them 
well,  I  heartily  befeech  you  alls  for  God  will 
not  receive  Half-  part,  he  will  have  the  Whole. 
And  agam,  he  mifliketh  thefe  two-faced  Gentle- 
men, and  here  be  many  Eyes  that  will  to  their 
great  Shame  benold  their  double  Dealing  that  ufe 
it.  Thus  I  have  holden  you  long  with  my  rude 
Speech  ;  the  which  fince  it  tendeth  wholly  with 
pure  Confcicnce  to  feek  the  Advancement  of 
God's  Glory,  our  Honourable  Sovereign's  Safety, 
and  to  the  fure  Defence  of  this  noble  Ille  of  Eng- 
land ^  and  all  by  maintaining  of  the  Liberties  of 
this  Honourable  Council,  the  Fountain  from 
whence  all  thcle  do  fpring ;  my  humble  and  hear- 
ty Suit  unto  you  all  is,  to  accept  my  Good  Will, 
and  that  this  that  I  have  here  fpoken  out  of  Con- 
fcicnce and  great  Zeal  unto  my  Prince  and  State, 
may  not  be  buried  in  the  Pu  of  Oblivion,  and  fo 
no  Good  conic  tlicreof.' 

'  ITpon 
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"57s"  '^  *  *  Upon  this  Speech,  the  Houfe  out  of  a  reverent 
Regard  of  her  Majefty's  Honour,  flopped  his 
further  Proceeding  before  he  had  fully  finiihed. 
The  Meflage  Mr.  IVentiuortb  meant  and  intended, 
was  that  which  v/as  fent  by  her  Majefty  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  in  the  Fourteenth  Year  of  her 
Reign,  upon  the  28th  Day  oi  May^  by  Sir  Francis 
Kno/Ies  Kt.  inhibiting  them,  for  a  certain  Time,  to 
treat  or  deal  in  the  Matter  touching  the  Scottj/b 
Queen.* 
Mr.  Wentworth  *  Mr.  IP^etitwoftb  being  fequeftred  the  Houfe 
fequeftred  from  for    his    faid    Speech,     it    was    agreed    and    or- 

hh%"e?cb.'  ^°'^^^^'^  ^y  the  Houfe  upon  the  Queftion  (after  fun - 
^  '  '  dry  Motions  and  Difputations  had  therein)  that  he 
(hould  be  prefently  committed  to  the  Serjeant's 
Ward  asPrifoner;  and  lb  remaining,  fhould  be  ex- 
amined upon  his  faid  Speech,  for  the  extenuating 
of  his  Fault  therein,  by  a  Committee  confiding  of 
^11  the  Privy- Council  being  of  this  Houfe,  and  o- 
ther  Members. 

Next  follows  Mr  TFentworth^s  own  Account  of 
his  Examination,  before  the  Committee,  as  fol- 
lows : 

VLCo.n.itteeap-       Ccmmittce,      \    Wf^^^^     ''    ^°"''    ^Ta 

pointed  to  exa-  VV       Speech    you  promiied 

mine  him  there- «  to  deliver  in  Writing  ?  ' 

upon.  Wentworth.     *  Here  it  is,  and  I  deliver  it  upon 

*  two  Conditions:  The  firft  is.  That  you  (hall 

*  perufe  it  all,  and  if  you  can  find  any  Want  of 

*  Good- Will  to  my  Prince  and  State  in  any  Part 

*  thereof,  Ipt  pieanfwer  all  as   if  I  had  uttered  all. 

*  Theftcond  is.  That  you  (hall  deliver  it  unto  the 

*  Queen's  Majefty;  if  her  Majefty,  or  you  of  her 

*  Privv-Council,  can   find  any  Want  of  Love  to 
'  her  Majefty,  or  the  State  therein  alfo ;  let  me  an- 

*  fwer  it  ?  ' 

Com.     *  We  will  deal  with  no  more  than  y«u 

*  uttered  in  the  Houlc.' 

//*•/;/.     *  Your  Honours  cannot  refufe  to  deliver 
t  it  to  her  Majefty,  for  I  do  lend  it  to  her  Majefty 

♦  AS 
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as  my  Heart  and  Mind,  knowing  it  will  do  her  „ 

Majefty  good  ;  it  will  hurt  no  Man  but  myfelf/    QJ?«"E^«»''««'' 

Com.  '  Seeing  your  Delire  is  to  have  us  deliver 
it  to  her  Majefty  ;  we  will  deliver  it.' 
Went,     '  I  humbly  require  your  Honours  fo  to 
do/ 
Then  the  Speech  being  read,  they  faid. 

Com.  '  Here  you  have  uttered  certain  Rumours 
of  the  Queen's  Majefty  :  Where  and  of  whom 
heard  you  them  ? ' 

Went.  '  If  your  Honours  ask  me  as  Counfellers 
to  her  Majefty,  you  fhall  pardon  me  j  I  will 
make  you  no  Anl'wer :  I  will  do  no  fuch  Injury 
to  the  Place  from  whence  I  came  ;  for  I  am 
now  no  private  Perfon,  I  am  a  publick,  and  a 
Councellor  to  the  whole  State,  in  that  Place, 
where  it  is  lawful  for  me  to  fpeak  my  Mind  free- 
ly; and  not  for  you,  as  Counfellors,  to  call  me  to 
Account  for  any  thing  that  I  do  fpeak  in  the 
Houfe  ;  and  therefore  if  you  ask  me  as  Counfel- 
lors to  her  Majefty,  you  fhall  pardon  me,  I  v/ill 
make  no  Anfwer ;  but  if  you  ask  me  as  Commit-  . 
tees  from  the  Houfe,  I  will  make  you  the  beft 
Anfwer  I  can.' 

Com.  '  We  ask  you  as  Committees  from  the 
Houfe.' 

Went.  '  I  will  then  anfwer  you  ;  and  the  wil- 
linger  for  that  mine  Anfwer  will  be  in  fome  Part 
fo  imperfeft  as  of  Neceffiry  it  muft  be.  Your 
Queftion  confifteth  of  thefe  two  Points,  Where 
and  of  whom  I  heard  thefe  Rumours  ?  The 
Place  where  I  heard  them  was  ihe  Parliament- 
Houfe  ;  but  of  whom,  I  aflure  you,  I  cannot 
tell.' 

Com.  '  This  is  no  Anfwer  to  fay,  you  cannot 
tell  of  whom,  neither  will  we  take  it  for  any.* 

Went.  *  Truly  your  Honours  muft  needs  take 
it  for  an  Anfwer,  when  I  can  make  you  no 
better.' 

Com.  *  Belike  you  have  heard  fome  Speeches, 
in  the  Town,  of  her  Majefty's  mifliking  ofRe- 

''  ligion 
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Q^eeo  Elizabeth.  *  ligion  and  Succcflion  ;  you  arc  loth  to  utter  of 
»S7S«        *  whom,  and  did  ufe  Speeches  thereupon.' 

ff^ent,  *  I  alTure  you  Honours  I  can  fhew  you 

*  that  Speech  at  my  own  Houfe,  written  with  my 
'  Hand  two  or  three  Years  ago.  So  that  you  may 
'  thereby  judge,    that   I  did  not  fpeak  it   of  any 

*  thing  that  1  heard  fince  I  came  to  Town.' 

Com.  '  You  have  anfwered  that,  but    where 

*  heard  you  it  then.*, 

li^ent.     '  If  your  Honours  do  think  I  fpeak  for 

*  Excufe-Sake,    let  this  fatisfy   you:  I  proteft  be- 

*  fore  the  living  God  I  cannot  tell  of  whom  I  heard 

*  thefe  Rumours  -,  yet  I  do  verily  think  that  I  heard 

*  them  of  a  hundred  or  two  in  the  Houfe. 

Com.  *  Then  of  fo  many  you  can  namefome.* 
/fe/it.  *  No  furely,  becauie  it  was  lo  general  a 

*  Speech,  I  marked  none  ;  neither  do  Men  mark 

*  Speakers  commonly  when  they  be  general :  And 
'  I  aflure  you  if  I  could  tell,  1  would   not.     For  I 

*  will  never  utter  any  thing  told  me,  to  the  Hurt  of 
'  any  Man,  when  1  am  not  enforced  thereunto, 
'  as  in  this  Cafe  I  may  chufe.  Yet  1  would  deal 
'  plainly  with  you,  for  1  would  tell  your  Honours 

*  fo,  and  if  your  Honours  do  not  credit  me,  I  will 

*  voluntarily  take  an  Oath,  if  you  ctfer  me  a  Book, 

*  that    I  cannot  tell    of  whom  I  heard  thole  Ru 

'  mours.     But  if  you  oftVr  me  an  Oath  of  your 

*  Authorities,  I  will  rcfufe  it  ;  b^-caufe  I  will  do- 
'  nothing -to  infringe  the  Liberties  of  the  Houfe. 

'  But  what  need  I  to  ufe  thefe  Speeches  ?  I  will  give 

*  you  an  Inftancc,  whereupon  I  heard  thefe  Ru- 

*  mours  to  your  Satisfying,  even  fuch  a  one,  as  if 
'  you  will  fpeak  the  Truth,  you  Ihall  confcfs,  that 

*  you  heard  the  i.ime  as  well  as  I. 

Com.  '  In  fo  doing  we  will  befatisfied  :  What 

*  is  that  ? 

Ji'e/it.  *  The  laft  Parliament  [by  which  it  may 

*  be  conceived  he  meant  and  intended  that  Parlia- 

*  ment  in  y^n.  13  Rc^inis  JiUz.]  he  ili.it  is  now 

*  Speaker  [ziz.    Ro/ert  Be!),  Elq;    who  was   al;o 

*  Speaker  in  the  firlt  Scirion  of  this  prcfcnt  Parlia- 

*  ment  in ///^  i^Rc^'uicV  ejufdeni\  uitcTcd  a  very 

scad 
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good  Speech  for  the  calling  in  of  certain  Licen-_  .  . 
ces  granted  to  four  Courtiers,  to  the  utter  Undo-  j,-'!* 
ing  of  fix  or  eight  tlioufand  of  the  Queen's  Maje- 
fty's  Subjects.  This  Speech  was  lo  difliked  of 
fome  of  the  Council,  that  he  was  fent  for;  and  lb 
hardly  dealt  with,  that  he  came  into  the  Houle 
wiih  fuch  an  amazed  Countenance,  that  it  daun- 
ted all  the  Houfe  in  fuch  Sort,  that  for  ten,  twelve, 
or  fixteen  Days,  there  was  not  one  in  the  Houfe 
that  durfl  deal  in  any  Matter  of  Importance. 
And  in  thofe  fimple  Matters  that  they  dealt  in, 
they  fpent  more  Words  and  Time  in  their  Pre- 
amble, requiring  that  they  might  not  be  miftaken, 
than  they  did  in  the  Matter  they  fpake  unto. 
This  Inconvenience  grew  unto  the  Houfe  by  the 
Councils  hard  handling  of  the  faid  good  Mem- 
ber, whereupon  this  Rumour  grew  in  the  Houfe. 
Sirs,  you  may  not  /peak  agalnjl  Licences,  the  keen's 
Majejiy  will  be  angry,  the  Privy-Council  to5 
will  he  angry;  and  this  Rumour  I  fuppofe  there 
is  not  one  of  you  here  but  heard  it  as  well  as  I. 
I  befeech  your  Honours  difcharge  your  Confci- 
ences  herein  as  I  do.' 

Com.  '  We  heard  it,  we  confefs,  and  you  have 
fatisfied  us  in  this  ;  But  how  fay  you  to  the  hard 
Interpretation  yoa  made  of  the  Meliage  that  was 
fent  into  the  Houfe  ? '  [The  Words  were  reci- 
ted.] *  We  allure  you  We  never  heard  a  harder  In- 
terpretation of  a  Meliage.' 

Went,  '  I  befeech  your  Honours,  fiift,  was 
there  not  fuch  a  Meliage  fent  unto  the  Houfe  ? ' 

Com.  '  We  firant  that  there  v/as.' 

W-c7it.  '  Then  I  trull  you  will  bear  me  Record 
that  I  made  it  not ;  and  I  anfwer  you  that  fo  hard 
a  Mcfiage  could  not  have  too  hard  an  Interpre- 
tation made  by  the  wifcil  Man  in  England.  For, 
can  there  h\'  any  poflible  Means  be  lent  a  harder 
Meliage  to  a  Council  gathered  together  to  ferve 
God,  than  to  fay,  You  fiiall  not  feek  to  advance 
the  Glory  of  God  ?  I  am  of  this  Opinion  that 
there  cannot  be  a  more  wicked  Meliage  than  it 
was.' 

Co7n^ 
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'Qjften Elizabeth.       ^"^^  *  You  may  not  fpeak  againft  Meflages, 
1575.       *  fornone  fendeth  them  but  the  Queen's  Majefty. 
JVent.     '  If  the  Meflage  be  againft  the  Glory  of 

*  God,  againft  the  Prince's  Safety,  or  againft  the 
'  Liberty  of  this   Parliament- Houfe   whereby  the 

*  State  is  maintained,  I  neither  may  nor  will  hold 
'  my  Peace.     I  cannot  in  fo  doing  difcharge  my 

*  Confcience,  whofoever  doth  fend  it.     And  I  fay, 

*  that  1  heartily  repent  me,  for  that  I  have  hither- 

*  to  held  my  Peace  in  thefe  Caufes,  and  I  do  pro- 

*  mife  you  all,  if  God  /orlake  me  not,  that  I  will 
'  never,  during  Life,    hold    my  Tongue,   if  any 

*  Meflage  is  fent,  wherein  God  is  difhonoured,  the 

*  Prince    perilled,  or  the  Liberties  of  the  Parlia- 

*  ment  impeached  ;  and  every  one  of  you  here 
'  prefent  ought  to  repent  you  of  thefe  Faults,  and 

*  to  amend  them. 

Com.  '  It  is  no  new  Precedent  to  have  the 

*  Prince  to  fend  Meflages.* 

[  Then  were  two  or  three  Meflages  recited,  fent 
by  two  or  three  Princes.] 

TVent.  *  Sirs,  faid  I,  you  do  very  evil  to  alledge 

*  Precedents  in  this  Order.     You  ought  to  alledge 

*  good  Precedents  to  comfort  and  embolden  Men 
'  in  Good  Doing,  and  evil  Precedents  to  difcou- 

*  rage  and  terrify  Men  to  do  Evil.' 

Com.   '  But  what  meant  ycu  to  make  fo  hard 

*  Interpretation  of  Mefl?.ges «' ' 

JVent.  *  Surely  I  marvel   what  you  mean  by 

*  afking  this  Queftion.  Have  I  net  faid,  fo  hard  a 
'  Meflage  could  not  have  too  hard  an  Interpreta- 
'  tion  ;    and  have  I  not  fet  down  the  Reafon  that 

*  moved  me  in  my  Speech,  that  is  to  fay,  that  for 

*  the  Rectiving  and  Accepting  that  Meilage,  God 

*  has  poured  fo  great  Indignation  upon  us,  that  he 

*  put  into  the  Queen's  Majefty's  Heart  to  refufe 

*  good  ?.nd  wholefomc  Laws  lor  her  own  Prefer- 

*  vanon  ;  which  caufcd  many  loving  and  faithful 
'  Hearts,  for    Grief,    to  burll  out  with  forrowful 

*  Tears  ;  and  moved  all  Papifts,  Traitors  to  God, 

*  to  her  Majefty,  and  to  every  good  Chr;ftian  Go- 

*  Vgrnmcnt,  in  their  Skcvcs  to   lau^h  the   whole 

«  Par- 


0/^  E  N  G  L  A  N  D.      205 

Parliament-Houfe   to  fcorn.     Have  I  not  thus  Queen  Eiiza^th, 
faid  ?  and  do  not  your  Honours  think  it  did  fo  ?  *        1575* 

Com.  *  Yes  truly.  But  how  durft  you  fay, 
that  the  Queen's  Majefty  had  unkindly  abufed 
herielf  againft  the  Nobility  and  People  ? ' 

JVent.  *  I  befeech  your  Honours,  tell  me  how 
far  you  can  ftretch  thefe  Words  of  her  unkind- 
ly abufing  and  oppofing  herfelf  againft  her  Ma- 
jefty's  Nobility  and  People?  Can  you  apply 
them  any  further  than  I  have  applied  them,  that 
is  to  fay,  in  that  her  Majeft^y  called  the  Parlia- 
ment of  purpofeto  prevent  traiterous  Perils  to  her 
Perfon,  and  for  no  other  Caufe  ;  and  in  that  her 
Majefty  did  fend  unto  us  two  Bills,  willing  us  to 
take  our  Choice  of  that  we  liked  beft  for  her  Ma- 
jefty's  Safety,  and  thereof  to  make  a  Law  promi- 
fing  her  Royal  Confent  thereunto ;  and  did  we 
not  firft  chufe  the  one,  and  her  Majefty  refufed 
it  ?  yet  did  not  we  neverthelefs  receive  the  o- 
ther  ?  and  agreeing  to  make  a  Law  thereof,  did 
not  her  Majefty,  in  the  End,  refufe  all  our  Tra- 
vels ?  And  did  not  the  Lord- Keeper,  in  her 
Majefty's  Prefence,  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Par- 
liament, fhew  this  to  be  the  Occafion  that  we 
were  called  togeiher  ?  And  did  not  her  Majefty, 
in  the  End  of  the  Parliament,  refufe  all  our  Tra- 
vels ?  Is  not  this  known  to  all  here  prefent,  and 
to  all  the  Parliament-Houfe  alfo  ?  I  befeech 
your  Honours  difcharge  your  Confciences  herein, 
and  utter  your  Knowledge  fimply  as  I  do  ;  for  in 
Truth  herein  her  Majefty  did  abufe  her  Nobility 
and  Suhje(^s,  and  did  oppofe  herfelf  againft  them 
by  the  Way  of  Advice.' 

Com.  '  Surely  we  cannot  deny  it ;  you  fay 
the  Truth.' 

Went.  *  Then  I  befeech  your  Honours  Ihew 
me  if  it  were  not  a  dangerous  Doing  to  her  Ala- 
jefty  in  thefe  two  Refpedts.  Firft,  in  weakening, 
wounding,  and  difcouraging  the  Hearts  of  her 
Majefty's  loving  and  faithful  Subjeds,  thereby  to 
make  them  the  lels  able  or  the  more  fearful  and 
unwilling  to  ferve  her  Majefty,  another  Time. 

'  On 
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On  the  other  Side,  was  it  not  a  Raifing>up  and 
Encouraging  the  Hearts  of  her  Majefty's  hateful 
Enemies  toadvepture  any  defperate  Enterprize  to 
her  Majefty's  Peril  and  Danger  ? ' 

Com.  *  We  cannot  deny  but  that  it  was  very 
dangerous  to  her  Majefty  in  thole  Refpefts.' 

jyent.  *  Then  why  do  your  Honours  ask  how 
I  dare  tell  a  Truth,  to  give  the  Queen's  Majefty 
Warning  to  avoid  her  Danger  ?  ' 
*  I  anlwer  you  thus,  I  do  thank  the  Lord  my 
God,  that  I  never  found  'Fear  in  myfelf  to  give 
the  Queen's  Majefty  Warning  to  avoid  her  Dan- 
ger ;  be  you  all   afraid  thereof  if  you  will,  for  I 
praife  God  I  am  not,  and  I  hope  never  to  live  to 
fee  that  Day  ;  and  yet  I  will  afliire  your  Ho- 
nour, that    twenty  Times  and  more,  when  I 
walked  in  my  Grounds  revolving  this  Speecn  to 
prepare  againft  this  Day,  my  own  fearful  Conceit 
did  fay  unto  me,  That  this   Speech   would  carry 
me  to  the  Place  whither  I  fhall  now  go,   and 
Fear  would  have  moved  me  to  have  put  it  out  ; 
then  I  weighed  whether  in  good  Confcience,  and 
the  Duty  of  a  faithful  Subje^lt,   I  might  keep  my- 
felf out  of  Prifon,  and  not  to  warn  my  Prince  from 
walking  in  a  dangerous  Courfe  ;  my   Confcience 
faid  unto  me,  That  I  could  not  be  a  faithful  Sub- 
ject, if  I  did  more  refped  to  avoid  my  own  Dan- 
ger   than    my   Prince's  Danger.     Here  withal  I 
was  made  bold,  and  went  forward  as  your  Ho- 
nours heard  ;   yet  when  f  uttered  rhofc  Words  in 
the  Houfe,  That  there  was  none  without  Fault, 
no  not  our  noble  Queen  ;  I  pauicd  and  beheld  all 
your  Countenances,  and  faw  plainly  that  thofe 
Words  did  amaze  you  all  ;    then   I    was   afraid 
v.'iih  you  for  Company,  and  Fear  bade  me  to  put 
out  thofe  Words  that  followed,  for  your  Counte- 
nances did  aflure  me,  that  not  one  of  you  would 
ftay  me  of  my  Journey ;  yet  the   Confideraiion 
of  a  good  Confcience,  and  of  a  faitliful  Subjedt, 
did  make  me  bold  10  utter  it  in  fuch  Sort  as  your 
Honours  l.eard  ;  with  this  Heart  and  Mind  I  fpake 
it,  and  I  praife  Gi>d  for  iu  and  if  il  Mere  to  do 

•  again 
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*  again  I  would  with  the  fame  Mind  fpeak  it  again*  Queen EHzabetfi. 

Com.  '  Yea,  but  you  might  have  uttered  it  in        1575. 
'  better  Terms ;  Why  did  you  not  fo  r  * 

iVent.  '  Would  you  have  me  to  have  done  as 
'  you  of  her  Majetty's  Privy- Council  do,  to  utter 

*  a  weighty  Matter  in  fuch  Terms  as  fhe  fhould 
'  not  have  underftood  ?  To  have  made  a  Fault,  then 
'  it  would  have  done  her  Majefty  no  good,  and 
'  my  Intent  was  to  do  her  good.' 

Com.  '  You  have  anfv/ered  us.* 

Went.  '  Then  I  praife  God  for  it  ;  and,   as  I 

*  made  a  Courtefie,  M.xSeckford  fpake  thele Words  : 

Com.  '  Mr  ^^w/zy^r//?  will  never  acknowledge 
'  himfelf  to  make  a  Fault,  nor  fay,  that  he  is  forry 
'  for  any  Thing  that  he  doth  fpeak ;  you  fhall 
'  hear  none  of  thefe  Things  come  out  of  his 
«  Mouth.' 

Went.  '  Mr  Seckford,  I  will  never  confefs  that 
'  to  be  a  Fault,  to  love  the  Queen's  Majefty,  while 
'  I  live  ;  neither  will  I  be  forry  for  giving  her  Ma- 

*  jefty  Warning,  to  avoid  Danger,  While  the 
'  Ereath  is  in  my  Body  :  If  you  do  think  it  a  Fault 
'  to  love  her  Majefty,  or  to  be  forry  that  her  Ma- 
'  jefty  fhould  have  Warning  to  avoid  her  Danger, 
'  fay  fo ;  for  I  cannot.  Speak  for  yourfelf,  Mr  Seek- 
<  ford.' 

'  The  next  Day  MrTreafurer,  in  the  Name  of 
the  Committee  Yefterday  appointed  for  the  Ex- 
amination of  Peter  Wentzvorth^  Burgefs  for  Trego- 
ny,  declared,  That  the  laid  Committee  did  meet 
Yefterday  in  the  Afternoon,  in  the  Star-Chamber, 
according  to  their  Commifiion;  and  there  exami- 
ning the  fa  id  Peter  IFeniivorth^  concerning  the  vio- 
lent and  wicked  Words,  Yefterday  pronounced  by 
him,  in  this  Houie,  touching  the  Queen's  Majefty, 
made  a  Collection  of  the  fame  Words  ;  which 
Words  io  colledtcd,  tlic  faid  Peter  Wentworth  did 
acknowledge  and  confefs.  And  then  did  the  faid 
Mr  Treafurer  read  unto  the  Houfe  the  faid  Note  of 
Colledion  ;  which  being  read,  he  declared  further. 
That  the  faid  Peter  Wentworth  being  examined, 

what 


2C8  7be  '^Parliamentary  H  i  s  T  o  r  If 

QucenEiizabcth.  what  he  could  fay  for  the  Extenuating  of  his  fald 

*i7S.        Fault  and  Offence,  could  neither  fay   any  thing  at 

all  to  that  Purpofe,  neitlier  yet  did  charge  any  other 

Perfon  as  Author  of  his  faid  Speech,  but  did  take  all 

the  Burthen  ihereof  unto  himfelf. And  the  faid 

Mr  Treafurer  thereupon  moved  for  his  Punifh- 
ment,  and  Imprifonment  in  the  Tower,  as  the 
Houfe  fhould  think  good  and  confiderof:  Where- 
upon, after  fundry  Difputations  and  Speeches,  it 
was  ordered,  upon  the  Queftion,  that  the  faid  Pe- 
ter IVentworth  fhould  be  committed  Clofe  Prifoner 
to  the  lower,  for  his  Offence,  there  to  remain  until 
fuch  Time  as  this  Houfe  fhould  have  further  Con- 
lideration  of  him.  And  thereupon  immediately 
the  faid  Peter  Wentworth,  being  brought  to  the  Bat 
by  the  Serjeant,  received  his  faid  Judgment  accor- 
dingly, by  the  Mouth  of  Mr  Speaker,  in  Form  a- 
Mr.  Wentworth  bove  lecitcd.  And  fo  Mr  Lieutenant  of  the  lower 
T^iw"'"^^'"^''  was  prefently  charged  with  the  Cuftody  of  the  faid 
Peter  Wentworth* 

The  Affair  of  his  Enlargement  from  the  Tower^ 
will  appear  in  the  Sequel. 

The  fame  Day,  Feb.  Qlh,  the  Houfe  came  td 
this  Refolution,  *  That  if  any  Perfon,  being  a 
'  Member   of  the   fame,   wns  employed  in   the 

*  Service  of  Embaflage,  or  in  Execution,  or  vifited 

*  with   Sicknefs,  he  fhall  not  lofe  his  Seat  in  the 

*  Houfe,  nor  any  other  be  ele<fl:ed  fof  it,  during 
'  fuch  Time  of  Service,  Execution,  or  Sicknefs.* 
Airo,the  Lord  i? ////(?/,  Son  and  Heir  to  the  Earl  of 
Bedford,  Burgefs  for  Bridport,  in  the  County  of 
Dorjet,  was  ordered  to  continue  a  Member  of  that 
Houle  ;  notvithftanding  tlie  new-ncquircd  Earl- 
dom of  his  Father. 

Sir  IValter  Mildmay,  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, on  the  Motion  for   a  Grant  of  a  Subfidy    to 
her  Majefty,  fpoke  as  follows  : 
Mr.  Speaker, 
sir  Walter  Mild-'  T'TlH  AT  in  the  Beginning  of  this  our  Meeting 
iray's  Speech  tor  *     j|_     fuch  Matters  as  be  of  Importance  may  be 
a  buifidy.         t  thought  on  in  Time,  1  am  bold  with  your  Favours 
'  to  move  you  of  one  that,  in  my  Opinion,  is  both 

*  of 
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of  Moment  and  of  Nccefllty.  To  the  End,  i f Queen Eilzabetii, 
you  likewile  find  the  fame  to  be  fo,  you  may  ^575- 
commit  it  further  to  the  Confideration  of  fuch 
as  you  fnall  think  convenient. 
'  And  that  you  may  the  better  judge  of  that 
which  1  fliall  propound,  it  is  requifite  that  I  put 
you  in  Remembrance,  Firft,  how  the  Queen 
found  the  Realm  j  next,  how  (he  hath  reftored 
and  conferved  it ;  and.  Thirdly,  how  we  Hand 
now.  Touching  the  firfl,  no-Man  can  be  igno- 
rant how  thar  our  mod  gracious  Queen,  at  her 
Entering,  found  this  noble  Realm,  by  reafon  of 
the  evil  Government  preceding,  miferably  over- 
whelmed with  Popery,  dangerouily  afflided  with 
War,  and  grievoufly  loaded  with  Debts;  the 
Burthen  of  which  Three  cannot  be  remembered 
without  Grief,  efpecially  if  we  call  to  Mind  how 
this  Kingdom,  being  utterly  delivered  from  the 
ufurped  Tyranny  of  Roine,  and  that  many  Years 
together;  was,  neverthelefs,  by  the  Iniquity  of 
later  Time,  brought  back  again  into  the  formet 
Captivity,  to  ihe  great  Thraldom  both  of  Body 
and  Soul  of  all  the  People  of  this  Land.  A 
wretched  Time,  and  wretched  Minifters,  to  brino- 
to  pals  fo  wrc'chfcd  and  wicked  an  A6t  to' 
ftrengthen  this  Bondage  of  Ro??ie.  We  faw  how- 
there  was  brought  hither  a  ftrong  Nation  to  prefs 
our  Necks  again  into  the  Yoke  ;  terrible  this 
was  to  all  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Land,  and  fo 
would  have  proved,  if  their  Abode  had  been 
here  fo  long  as  was  to  be  feared  from  them ; 
for  by  their  Occafion  came  the  Wnr  that  we 
entered  into  with  Fra?ue  and  Scotland,  and  not 
upon  any  Quarrel  of  our  own  ;  but  to  help  them 
forward  to  ihcir  great  Advantage,  and  our  great 
Lofs  and  Sharne ;  by  Means  whereof,  and  of 
other  Dilorders,  the  Realm  grew  into  great  Debt 
both  at  Home  and  Abroad,  and  fo  was  left,  td 
the  intolerable  Lois  and  Charge  of  her  Maj^fty 
and  the  State.  The  Realm  being  thus  milera- 
bly  oppreffed  with  Popery,  with  War,  and  with 
Debts,  the  Queen,  cur  molt  gracious  Scvereign, 
Vol,  IV.  O  hTch 
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hath  thus  reftored  and  conferved  it;  (he  hath 
delivcral  us  from  the  tyrannous  Yoke  of  Rome, 
and  reftored  again  the  mod  Holy  Religion  of  the 
Golpel,  not  flacking  any  Time  therein  i  but 
even,  at  the  firlt,  doing  that  which  was  for  the 
Honour  of  God,  to  the  unfpeakable  Joy  of  all 
good  Subjects. 

^  But  adventuring  thereby  the  Malice  of  the 
mighty  Princes  of  the  World,  her  Neighbours 
being  Enemies  of  our  Religion ;  whereby  it  did 
appear  how  much  (he  preferred  the  Glory  of 
oar  God  before  her  own  Quietnefs :  This  done, 
fhe  made  Peace  with  France  and  Scotland,  ihe 
one  a  mighty  Nation,  the  oiher,  though  not  io 
potent,  yet  in  regard  of  their  Nearnefs  and  of 
their  Habitation  with  us  upon  our  Continent, 
more  dangerous:  Which  may  eafily  appear  by 
Confideration  of  former  Times,  wherein  it  hath 
been  feen  how  dangerous  Scottijh  Wars  have 
proved  to  this  Realm  above  thofe  of  any  other 
Nation.  Eut  fuch  hath  been  the  Providence  of 
our  gracious  Queen,  as  the  Peace  with  Scot- 
land y  which,  in  Times  paft  was  found  very 
tickle,  is  now  become  fo  firm  as  in  no  Age  there 
hath  been  fo  long  and  fo  good  Peace  between 
them  and  us. 

*  And  that  is  brought  to  pafs  the  rather  for  that 
her  Majefty,  by  two  noiable  Exploits  with  her 
Forces,  the  one  to  Lcith^  and  another  to  Edbf 
burgh-  Caftlc,  hath  both  quieted  that  Realm,  and 
taken  away  all  Occafions  of  Hoftility  that  might 
arife  againft  this  Country  ;  al:o  by  the  firft  deli- 
vering Scotland  fiom  the  Frci.ch  which  had  fo 
great  a  Footing  ihcre,  as,  without  Aid  from 
hence  they  muft  needs  in  fliort  Time  h.ive  tyran- 
nized over  that  Country  to  their  perpetual  Servi- 
tude, and  to  the  Peril  alfo  of  this  Country,  be- 
ing To  near  them,  and  they  fo  ill  Neighbours  to 
dwell  by.  And  by  the  lecond,  ending  and  put- 
ting out  the  Fire  of  the  Civil  Wars  amongft  them, 
to  the  Prefervation  of  ihc'r  yc^ung  King,  and  the 
perpetual  (>iictneis  of  that  Realm,  both  which 
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*  as  they  have  brought  unto  her  Majefty  great  and  Queen  Eiizabcihi 

*  immortal   Honour   and   Renown,    and   to  this        ii7S' 

*  Country  and  that.  Peace  and  Surety  :  So  you 

*  cannot  but  think  therewith  upon  the  Charges 

*  which  neceflarily  follow  two  fuch  Journeys  fur- 
'  nifhed  by  Land  and  Sea,  as  for  the  atchieving  of 

*  i'o  great  Enterprizes  was  requifite.     What  her 

*  Majefty  hath  done  befides,  for  the  Supprefling  of 

*  a  dangerous  and  unnatural  Rebellion  prad:ifed  by 

*  the  Pope,  the  moft  principal  and  malicious  Ene-      \ 

*  my  of  this  State,  and  put  in  Ure  by  certain  un- 

*  dutiful  Subjedb  in  the  North  Parts  of  this  Realm^ 
'  was  feen  fo  late,  even  in  your  View,  asitneed- 
'  eth  not  to  be  remembred  j  neither  the  Charge 

*  that  belongeth  to  a  A4atter  of  fuch  Importance,  as 
'  did  threaten  the  utter  Ruin  to  our  moft  gracious 
'  Sovereign,  and  to  all  the  People  of  this  Land,  if 

*  God,  of  his  Mercy,  had  not  prevented  it. 

*  Notwithftanding  all   which  coftly  Journeysj 

*  both  into  Scotland  and  within  the  Realm,  her 

*  Majefty  hath  moft  caretully  and  providently  de- 

*  livered  this  Kingdom  from  a  great  and  weighty 

*  Debt,  wherewith  it  hath  been  long  burthened* 
'  A  Debt  begun  four  Years,  at  leaft,  before  the 
'  Death  of  King  Henry  VIII,    and   not  cleared 

*  until  within  thefe  two  Years ;  and  all  that  while 
'  running  upon  Jntereft;  a  Courfe  able  to  eat  up 

*  not  only  private  Men  and  their  Patrimonies,  but 
'  alfo  Princes  and  their  P^ftates ;  but  fuch  hath 
'  been  the  Care  of  this  Time,  as  Her  Majefty  and 

*  the  State  is  clearly  freed  from  that  eating  Corro- 

*  five;  the  Truth  whereof  may  be  teftified  by  the 

*  Citizens  of  London,  whofe  Bonds,  under  the 
'  Common  Seal  of  the  City,  of  Afi'urance  of  Pay- 
'   ment  being  u:ually  given  and  renewed,  and  which 

*  have  hanged  fo  many  Years  to  their  great  Dan- 

*  ger,  and  to  the  Peril  of  the  whole  Traffick,  are 

*  now  iill  difcharged,  cancelled,  and  delivered  into 

*  the  Cliamber  of  London,  to  their  own  Hands. 

*  By  Means  whereof  the  Realm  is  not  only  acquit- 

*  ted   of  this  great  Burthen,  and  the  Merchants 

*  free,  but  alfo  her  Majeftv's  Credit  thereby  both 

O'  a  *  at 
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Queen  Elizabeth. '  Home  and  Abroad  greater  than  any  other  Prince 

1575.        *  for  Money,  if  fhe  have  Need  ;  and  fo  in  Reafon 

'  it  ought  to  be,  for  that  fhe  haih  kept  Promife  to 

*  all  Men,  wherein  other  Princes  have  often  failed 

*  to   the  Hindrance  of  many.     Laftly,    for  this 

*  Point  how  the  Juftice  of  this  Realm  is  preferved 

*  and  miniftred  to  her  People,   by   her  Majefty's 

*  Political  and  jiifl;  Government,  is  fo  well  known 

*  to  all  Men,  as  our  Enemies  are  driven  to  confefs 

*  that  Juflice,  which  is  the  Band  of  all  Common-^ 

*  Wealths,  doth  fo  tie  and  link  together  all  De 

*  grees  of  Perfons  within  this  Land,  as  there  is 

*  fufiered  here  no  Violence,   no  Oppreflion,   no 

*  Refpedt  of  Perfons  in  Judgment ;   but  Jus  eqiia- 
'  hik  ufed  to  all  indifferently.     All  which  godly, 

*  provident  and  wife  A6ls  in  Government,  have 

*  brought  forth  thefe  Effe<5ts  that  we  be  in  Peace, 

*  and  all  our  Neighbours  in  War  ;   that  we  be  in 

*  Quietnefs  at  Home,  and  fafe  enough  from  Trou- 

*  hies  Abroad  ;   that  v^e  live  in  Weadh  and  all 

*  I'rofperity.  and  that  which  is  the  greateft,   we 

*  enjoy  the  Freedom  of  our  Confciences  delivered 

*  from  the  Bondage  of  Rome^  wherewith  we  were 

*  fo  lately  opprefled.     Arid  thus  we  ftand. 

*  But,  for  all  this,  as  wife  Mariners  in  calm  Wea- 

*  ther  do  mod  ililigenrly  prepare  their  Tackles, 

*  and  provide  to  wiihftand  Attempts  that  may  liap- 

*  pen :  Even  fo  in  this  our  blefl'cd  Time  of  Peace 

*  that  we  enjoy,  by  the  Blcfling  of  God,  through 

*  the  Miniftry  of  her  Majefty,  we  ought  in  Time 

*  to  make  Provifion  10  prevent  any  Storm  that 

*  may  arife  either  here  or  Abroad ;  and  neither  to 

*  be  too  carvlefs  or  i^cgligcnt,  but  think  that  the 

*  Tail  of  thele  Siorni.s   which  are  fo  bitter  and  lo 

*  boifterous  in  other  Countries,  may  reach  us  alfo 

*  before  they  be  encied;  efpecially  if  vve  do  not  for- 
»  get  the  Hatred  that  is  born  us  by  the  Adverfary 

*  of  cur  Religion  both  lor  cur  Profeflion,  and  for 
'  that  this  Realm  is  alfo  a  merciful  Sanctuary  for 

*  fuch  poor  Chrillians  as  fly  hither  for  Succour  ; 

*  fo  as  now  one  of  the  molt  principal  Cares  that 
f  wc  ought  to  take  in  this  great  Council  of  the 

♦  Realm 
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Realm  is  both  to  confider  aforehand  the  Dangers  QucenEiizabeth. 
that  may  come  by  the  Malice  of  Enemies,  and  ^575- 
to  provide  in  Time  how  to  refift  them ;  and 
feeing  that  by  thofe  great  Occafions  which  I  have 
remembred,  you  can  eafily  underftand  how  low 
her  JVIajefty's  Coffers  are  brought,  it  is  our  Parts 
frankly  and  willingly  to  offer  unto  her  Majefty 
fuch  a  Contribution  as  (hall  be  able  to  reftore  the 
fame  again,  in  fuch  Sort  as  (he  may  be  fufficiently 
furnifhed  of  Treafure  to  put  in  Order,  and  main- 
tain her  Forces  by  Land  and  Sea,  to  anfwer  any 
Thing  that  (hall  be  attempted  againll  her  and 
us :  And  left  it  might  feem  ftrangc  to  iome 
that  her  Majefty  fhould  want  this,  fome  confi- 
dering  that  not  long  fithence  Aid  was  granted  by 
the  Realm:  To  that  I  anfwer.  That  albeit  her 
Majefty  is  not  to  yield  an  Account  how  {he 
fpendeth  her  Treafure  ;  yet,  for  your  Satisfac- 
tions, I  will  let  you  underftand  fuch  Things  as 
are  very  true,  and  which  I  dare  affirm,  having 
more  Knowledge  thereof  than  fome  other,  in 
refpedl  of  the  Place  I  hold  in  her  Majefty's 
Service. 

'  Firft,  hov/  favourable  the  Tj^xations  of  Subfi- 
dies  be  through  the  whole  Realm  cannot  be  un- 
known to  any ;  whereby  far  lefs  cometh  to  her 
Majefty's  Coffers  than  by  the  Law  is  granted,  a 
Matter  now  drawn  to  be  fo  ufual  as  it  is  hard  to 
be  reformed.  Next,  the  Clearing  of  all  Debts 
that  run  upon  Intereft,  to  the  infupportable 
Charge  of  the  Realm.  Thirdly,  the  Charge  in 
Supptefiingthe  Rebellion  in  the  North.  Fourth- 
ly, the  free  and  honourable  Repayment  of  the 
laft  Loans,  the  like  whereof  was  not  feen  before. 
Fifthly,  the  J  ourney  to  Edinl'urgh-CailW  for  the 
quieting  of  that  Country  and  this.  And,  Laftly, 
the  great  and  continual  Charges  in  Irelandy  by  the 
evil  Difpofition  of  the  People  there ;  all  which 
could  not  have  been  performed  by  the  laft  Aid,, 
except  it  had  pleafed  her  Majefty  to  fpare,  out  of 
her  own  Revenues,  gieat  Sums  of  Money  for  the 
fupplying  of  that  which  lacked,  wherein  flie 
O  3  mors 
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more  refpedled  the  Realm  than  her  own  particu- 
lar Eftatc;  living,  as  you  fee,  in  moil  temperate 
Manner,  without  either  Building  or  other  fuper- 
fluous  Things  of  Ple:\fure  ;  and  like  as  thefe  be 
Caufes  fufficient  to  movt  you  to  devife  how  thefe 
Wants  may  be  repaired,  ^o  you  ought  the  rather 
to  do  it,  for  that  her  Majefty  lacketh  and  cannot 
have,  without  great  Inconvenience,  thofe  Helps, 
which,  in  the  Times  of  her  Father,  her  Brother 
and  Sifter,  were  ufed  5  as  the  Abafing  of  Coin, 
which  brought  infinite  Sums  to  them,  but  wrought 
great  Damage  to  the  Realm,  which  we  yet  feel ; 
and  fhould  do  more,  had  not  her  Majefty,  to  her 
perpetual  Fame,  reftored  the  fame  again,  fo 
much  as  the  Time  could  fuffer.  The  Sale  of 
Lands,  whereof  came  alfo  very  great  Sums  of 
Money,  but  that  is  not  hereafter  to  be  ufed  ;  fa- 
ving  that  by  the  fame  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown 
are  greatly  diminiflied,  which  it  cannot  more  bear, 
the  Borrowing  of  Money  upon  Intereft,  the  Bur- 
then whereof  the  Realm  hath  felt  lb  heavy,  as  that 
is  never  more  to  be  done,  if,  by  any  Means,  it  may 
be  avoided.  And  yer,  nof»vithftanding  all  thofe 
Helps,  it  is  apparent  that  Subfidies  were  continually 
granted  in  thofe  Times  ;  if  fo  then,  much  more  fo 
now,  Befides  War  and  other  extraordinaryCharges 
which  may  happen,  herMajefty's  very  ordinary 
Charges,  which  fhe  cannot  but  fuftain,  are  far 
greater,  by  Dearth  of  Prices  and  other  Occafions, 
than  in  any  other  Prince's  Days  j  as  you  may  fee 
by  the  ordinary  and  annual  Charges  ot  the  Houf- 
hold,  the  Navy,  the  Ordnance,  the  Armory, 
the  Garrifon  of  Benvickt  the  ftanding  Garrifon 
and  Officers  within  the  Reulm  of  heJand.  And 
whether  thefe  are  like  to  be  more  coiily  to  her 
Majefty  than  in  former  Times,  in  refpeO  of  the 
Prices  of  all  Things,  let  every  Man  judge  by  the 
Experience  he  hath  of  his  private  Expence?. 
*  And  i"o  to  draw  to  an  Fnd  for  avoiding  of  your 

*  TrcuSic      I  truft  thefe  tew  Things  may  fuffice 
<  to    remember  us  how  her  Ma;cl'y    found    the 

♦  Realm    how  (he  hath  reftored  and  prelerved  it, 
^  ^nd  how  the  prefent  Slate  is  now ;  and  therewith 

♦  all 
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*  all  may  ferveas  Reafons  fufficient  to  perfuade  us  Queen  Elizabeth. 

*  to  deal  in  this  necefTary  Caufe,  as  her  Majefty,       ^575- 

*  being  the  Head  of  the  Commonwealth,  be  not 
'  unfurnifhed  of  that  which  will   be  fufficient  to 

*  maintain  both  herfelf  and  us  againft  the  privne  or 

*  open  Malice  of  Enemies ;  wherein  let  us  fo  pro- 

*  ceed  as  her  Majefty  m;iy  find  how  much  we  think 

*  ourfelves  bound  to  God,  that  hath  given  us  fo  gra- 
'  cious  a  Queen  over  us ;  and  fhew  thereby  alfo  fuch 
'  Gratitude  towards  her,  as  (he  may  perform  the 

*  Courfe  of  her  Government  cum  Alacr'itate? 

This  Speech  ended,  a  Cornmittee  was  immedi- 
ately appointed  to  draw  up  a  Bill  for  a  SuWidy. 

On  the  izth  Day  of  March,  Chrijiophcr  Hatton, 
Efq;  now  Captain  of  the  Band  of  Pcniioners,   but 
afterwards    Lord    High -Chancellor    of    England,  , 
ftood  up  and  reported  to  the  Houfe,  '  That  where- 

*  as  a  Member  of  the  fame,  on  the  firft  Day  of  this 

*  "Seffion,   Feb.  8th,  had,  in  a  fet  Speech,  uttered 

*  divers  ofFenfive  Matters  againft  her  Majefty,  and, 
'  for  the  fame,  had  been  committed  Prifoner  to  the 
'  Tower,  by  that  Houfe :     Yet  her  Majefty  was 

*  gracioufly  pleafed  to  remit  her  juftly  occafioned  '^^^^  ^bTwr 

*  Difpleafurc  for  the  faid  Offence ;  and  to  refer  the  Wentworth's 

*  Enlargement  of  the  Party  to  the  Houfe  '     Which  Difcharge. 
Meflage  was  moft   thankfully  accepted  of  by  the 
whole  Houfe, 

Afterwards,  Sir  Ifaltcr  Mildmay,  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  rofe  up  and  fpoke  as  follows : 

Afr  Speaker., 

*  T  Think  that  by  this  whole  Adion,  and  by  her  sir  Walter  Miid- 
'  A     Majefty's  Dealing  in  this  Caufe,  we  had  juft  may's    Speech 

*  (^ccalion  to  confider  thefe  three  Things  :  thereupon. 

*  I.  Her  Majefty's  good  and  clement  Nature. 

*  II.  Her  Refpccl  to  us.     And, 
'  III.  Our  Duty  towards  her. 

*  Touching  the  Firft,  That  Sovereic^n  Princes, 
^  placed  by  God,  arc  to  be  honoured  with  all  huiii- 
'  ?,\e,  and  dutiful  Reverence,  boih  in  Word  and 
'  Dq^c.^  efpecially  if  they  be  good  and  virtuous,  fuch 
'  as  our  m^'ft  gracio^is  Sovereign  is  j  a  Piincefs  that 

'  hath 
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puecn  "EUzabeth «  jiath  governed  this  Realm  fo  piany  Years,  fo 

■  575'       <  quietly,  fo  juftly  and  providently  ;  which  being 

'  true,  as  no  Man  can  deny,  then  lee  how  great  an 

'  Offence  this  was,  to  reprove  fo  good  and  gracious 

'  a  Queen  fo  unjuftly,  and  that  to  be  done  not  by 

*  any  common  Perlon  abroad,  but  by  a  Member  of 

*  this  Houfe  ;  and  not  in  any  private  or  fecret 
'  Place,  but  openly  in  this  moft  honourable  AHem- 
'  bly  of  the  Parliament,  being  the  higheft  Court 
'  and  Council  of  the  Realm.     And  thereby  fee  al- 

*  fo  her  moft  gracious  and  good  Nature,  that  fo 

*  mercifully  and  focafily  can  remit  fo  great  an  Of- 

*  fence;  a  Thing  rarely  found  in  Princes  of  fo  great 
^  Eftate,  that  ufe  commonly  to  think  themfelves 
'  touched  in  Honour,  if  ihey  (hould  pafs  over  fmal- 

*  ler  Injuries  fo  lightly.     The  greater   is  her  Ma- 
»                     '  jefty's  Commendation  ;    and  the  more  are  we 

(  bound  to  thank  God  for  her. 

*  Secondly,  We  may  fee  what  gracious  Rcfpe<fl 
5  her  Majefty  had  to  us,  that  notwithftanding  the 

*  juft  Caufe  that  was  given  her  to  punifh  leverely  fo 
'  great  an  Offence  j  yet  the  Favour  that  (he  had 

*  conceived  towards  us,  proceeding  from  the  juft 

*  Trial  of  our  dutiful  Affections  towards  her,  had  fo 
^  qualified  her  Difpleaiure,  as  flie  was  contented, 

*  for  our  Sakes,  to  pardon  the  whole;  and  that  fo 

*  freely,  as  fhe  would  not,  at  any  Time,  think  of  it 
'  again,  for  thofe  were  her  Words;  a  marvellous 
^  Grace  towards  us,  and  never  hereafter,  on  our 

*  Parts  to  be  forgotten  ;  the  rather  for  that  the  fame 

*  proceeded  merely  from  herfelf,  thereby  preven- 
^  ting  the  Suit,   which  we,   in    all  Humbleneis, 

*  might  have  made  unto  her. 

'  Thirdly,  That  for  fo  gracious  a  Dealing,  it 
'   was,  our  bounden  Dutifs  to  yield  unto  her  Maje- 

*  fty  our  moft  humble  and  hearty  Thanks,  and  to 
*:  bcfcecl^.  Almiglity  God   to  enlarge  her  Days  as 

*  the  only  Stay  of  our  Felicity  ;  and  not  only  \o 
'  but  to  learn  alio,  by  this  Example,  how  to  behave 
'  ourfclvcs  hfreat"ter  ;  and  not  under  the  Pretence 

*  of  Liberty  to  forget  our  bounden  Duty  to  fo  gra- 
'  ciou5  a  Queen  :  True  it  ii,  tlwt  nothing  can  be 
\  v/ell  concluded  in  a  Council  where  there  is  not  al- 

*  lowed 
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lowed,  in  debating  of  Caufes  brought  in,  Delibe- Queen  Elizabeth, 
ration.  Liberty,  and  Freedom  of  Speech;  other-  »S7S' 
wife,  if  in  Confultation  Men  be  either  interrupted 
or  terrified,  fo  as  they  cannot,  nor  dare  not, 
fpeak  their  Opinions  freely,  like  as  that  Council 
cannot  but  be  reputed  fora  fervile  Council ;  even 
fo  all  the  Proceedings  therein  {hall  be  rather  to 
fatisfie  the  Wills  of  a  few,  than  to  determine  that 
which  fhall  be  juft  and  reafonable.  But  herein 
we  may  not  forget  to  put  a  Difference  between 
Liberty  of  Speech,  and  licentious  Speech  ;  for 
by  the  one  Men  deliver  their  Opinions  freely,  and 
with  this  Caution,  That  all  be  fpoken  pertinently, 
modeftly,  reverently,  and  difcreetly ;  the  other 
contrariwife  uttereth  all  impertinently,  rafhly, 
arrogantly  and  irreverently,  without  Refped:  of 
Perfon,  Time,  or  Place :  And  tho'  Freedom  of 
Speech  hath  always  been  ufed  in  this  Great  Coun- 
cil of  Parliament,  and  is  a  Thing  moll  neceffary 
to  be  preferved  amongft  us ;  yet  the  fame  was 
never,  nor  ought  to  be,  extended  fo  far,  as 
though  a  Man  in  this  Houfe  may  fpeak  what  and 
of  whom  he  lift.  The  contrary  whereof,  both 
in  our  own  Days  and  in  the  Days  of  our  Prede- 
ceflbrs,  by  the  Punifliment  of  fuch  inconfiderate 
and  diforderly  Speakers,  hath  appeared.  And  fo 
to  return,  let  this  ferveus  for  an  Example,  to  be- 
ware that  we  offend  not  in  the  like  hereafter,  left 
that  in  forgetting  our  Duties  fo  far,  we  may  give 
juft  Caufe  to  our  gracious  Sovereign  to  think  that 
this  her  Clemency  hath  given  Occafion  of  further 
Boldnefs  ;  and  thereby  fo  much  grieve  and  pro- 
voke her,  as  contrary  to  her  moft  gracious  and 
mild  Confideratiori,  Ihe  be  conftrained  to  change 
her  natural  Clemency  into  necellary  and  juft 
Severity  ;  a  Thing  that  1  truft  fhall  never 
happen  amongft  wife  and  dutiful  Men,  fuch  as 
the  Members  of  thi'  Houfe  are  thought  always 
to  be.' 

A  Alotion  had  been  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons this  SefTion,  on  the  old  Topic  of  prelTing  the 

Queen 
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Queen Elirabeth.  Queen  to  marry ;  but  the  Houfe  did  not  think  pro- 
»S7S'  per  to  venture  another  Petition  on  it,  but  agreed, 
that  at  the  Conclufion  of  the  Seflion,  the  Speaker 
fhould  move  her  Majefly  about  it.  Accordingly, 
on  May  14th,  we  are  told,  that  in  the  Afternoon, 
the  Queen  came  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  where 
their  Speaker,  Robert  Belly  Etq;  prefented  the 
Bill  of  one  Subfidy,  and  two  Fifteenths  and  T'enths, 
The  Particulars  of  which,  being  omitted  by  the 
Clerk,  are  fupplied  by  Sir  Symonds  D'Ewes ;  who 
tells  us,  *  That  the  Speaker's  Speech  was  to  tiie 
following  Effeft  : 

g  ,  ^^  F/V/?,  *  He  fpnke  touching  fundry  Kinds  of  Go- 
comnends  71*^10  vemment,  which  had  been  in  this  Kingdom  ;  and 
the  Queen  to  lb  drew  his  Difcourfe  toihe  prcfcnt  Time.  Then 
°"'^'  he  made  a  large  Enumeration  of  her  Majefty's  ma- 

ny  Virtues,  and  of  the  many  Benefits  which  the 
Kingdom  received  by  her  gracious  Government. 
Af^tcr  which  he  proceeded  humbly  to  petition  her 
Majefty,  to  make  the  Kingdom  further  happy  in 
her  Marriage,  that  fo  tl-ey  might  hope  for  a  conti- 
nual Succcffion  of  thofe  Benefits  in  her  Pofterity. 
To  which,  having  added  a  compemiious  Relation 
of  fuch  A<5ls  as  had  puiVcd  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
he  concluded  with  the  Prefentation  of  the  Bill  of 
Subfidy,  in  their  Names,  unto  her  Majelly.* 

After  which,  the  Lord  Keeper,  by  her  Majefty's 
Commandment,  anfwered  as  tollcweth  : 

Mr.  Speaker^ 
T  ^ci      *  nr^HE  Queen's  Majefty,  our  mofl  Dread  and 

ce!;OT'°Speech  at '  X  Gracious  Sovereign  I>ady,  hath  heard  and 
the  dole  of  the*  dotli  Very  Well  underftand  your  Oration,  full  of 
seiiion.  «  Good- Will  and  Matter.     The  Sum  thereof  may 

*  be  reduced  into  five  Parts,  whereof  the  Hrflcon- 

*  taineih  a  Difcourfe  of  iundry  Kinds  of  Govern- 

*  mcnt,  from  the  Beginning  until  this  Time.     The 

*  Second,  the  Commendations  cf  her  Mr.jellv's 
'  Virtues,  and  of  her  gre.u  and  fracicu-   (jC'Vesi,- 

*  ment  from  the  Beginning,  with  a  Rtniembr.iiicc 
'  of  her  Highnefs's  bountiful  Benefits.     ThcThitvi, 

«  ccn- 
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concerning  the  humble  and  earneft  Petition  mov-Q^^^"^''^^''"^' 
ing  her  Majefty  to  marry.  The  Fourth  is  a  De-  ^''^^' 
claration  of  Laws  paft  in  the  Lower- Houfe,  with 
an  humble  Suit  for  her  Highnefs's  Royal  Aflent  to 
be  given  unto  the  fame.  The  Fifth  and  Jaft, 
concerning  a  Prefentation  of  the  Sublidy  granted 
in  this  Seflion. 

*  As  concerning  the  Firft,  whiclrcontaineth  the 
Difcourfe  of  fundry  Kinds  of  Government,  I 
fee  not  that  this  Time  and  Place  doth  require 
any  Anfwer  to  be  given  unto  it  other  than  this  j 
that  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  much  to  be  com- 
mended for  your  diligent  Collecting,  and  alio  for 
the  apt  Comparing  of  the  laft  Part  of  the  lame. 

*  And  as  to  the  Second,  which  concerneth  the 
Commendations  of  her  Majefly's  great  Virtues 
and  good  Government,  with  the  Remembrance 
of  the  manifold  Benefits  that  you  have  received 
at  her  Majefty's  Hand,  her  Highnefs  hath  com- 
manded me  to  fay  unto  you,  that  (he  wifheth  of 
God  with  all  her  Heart,  that  all  thofe  Royal 
Virtues  and  principal  Parts,  together  with  the 
great  Gifts  of  gracious  Government  that  you 
make  mention  of,  were  fo  perfectly  planted  in 
her,  as  beft  might  ferve  to  the  Maintenance  of 
God's  Glory,  from  whom  her  Majefty  confefieth 
all  Goodnefs  to  proceed  ;  and  beft  alfo  might  ferve 
for  the  good  Governance  of  you  her  good,  lov- 
ing and  obedient  Subjefts;  and  withal,  prayeth 
vou  with  her,  and  for  her,  to  give  God  hearty 
Thanks  for  thofe  Virtues  and  Graces  that  it  hath 
pleafed  him  to  blefs  her  withal ;  and  alfo  to  pray 
for  the  Continuance  of  them  with  luch  Increafe, 
as  fliall  beft  like  hi.  Divine  Majefty.  And  be- 
fides  this,  I  may,  nnd  dare  ceitamly  affirm  unto 
you,  by  her  Majefty':  JA'n  Mouth,  that  if  the 
Virtues  of  all  th  -  Princes  in  Europe  were  united 
wahin  her  Highnefs's  Breal''^,  flic  fhculd  gladly 
employ  the  fame  to  the  beft  of  her  Power  about 
tne  good  Governa'"  ?  of  you,  .h.t  be  fo  good 
and  lovuig  unto  hci  ;  fo  great  is  her  Highnefs 
Good-Wiil  and  inward  Aiieftion  toward  you. 

'  Again 
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l^ecnElmbeth.*  Again  truc  it  is,  that  thefe  your  loving  and  reve- 
1575.  '  rend  Conceivings  of  the  virtuous  and  gracious 
Government  of  your  Sovereign,  is  taken  by  her 
Majefty  in  very  thankful  Part,  as  a  fpecial  and 
peculiar  Property  pertaining  to  faithful  and  lov 
ing  Subjedls;  neither  will  her  Highnefs  admit  of 
any  Occafion  that  may  move  you  to  conceive 
otherwife  th,in  you  have:  Neither  do  I  think 
that  any  Man  can  devife  any  more  ready,  or  any 
more  ftrong  Perfuafion  to  move  a  Princely  Na- 
ture to  be  fuch  toward?  her  Subjedts  as  they  can 
wifh,  than  by  fuch  good,  reverend  and  loving 
Conception  and  Conceiving  remembred  by  you. 
To  conclude,  as  touching  this  Point,  1  am  to  af- 
firm unto  you  from  her  Majefty,  that  flie  taketh 
your  Proceedings  in  the  Parliament,  both  in  the 
Midft,  and  alfo  in  the  Ending,  fo  gracioufly,  and 
in  fo  thankful  Part,  that  if  both  Parts  and  Nature 
did  concur  in  me  abundantly  to  make  me  elo- 
quent (as  neither  of  them  do)  yet  I  am  lure,  I 
were  not  able  to  fet  forth  this  Point  according  to 
her  Highnefs'  Defire,  or  to  the  Worthinefs  of  it. 
And  for  the  more  manifeft  Declaration  of  this, 
and  of  the  great  Good- Liking  her  Majefty  hath 
conceived  of  you  that  be  of  this  Parliament,  her 
Highnefs  meaneth  not  to  determine  the  fame,  but 
to  prorogue  it  until  the  next  Winter.  And  as 
to  Cognizance  and  Recognizance  of  Benefits, 
her  Majefty's  Pleafure  i?,  that  I  fhould  declare 
unto  you,  that  there  is  none  of  thefe  Benefits 
received  by  you,  but  (he  wiflieth  them  treble  in 
Number,  and  quadruple  in  Greatnefs  and  Good- 
nefs.  And  further,  her  Highnefs  thinketh  that 
the  faithful  Recognizing  of  Benefits  received,  is 
one  of  the  greateft  Satisfatlions  that  a  Subjed  can 
make  to  his  Sovereign  for  them.  And  as  to  the 
Third,  which  conccrncth  your  humble  earneft 
Petition,  it  proccedeth  from  your  inward  Affec- 
tions and  benevolent  Minds,  founded  upon  the 
great  good  Opinion  that  you  have  conceived  of 
her  Majefty's  moft  gracious  Government  over 
you,  according  to  the  Declaration  made  bv  you, 

i  a  Ma> 
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a  Matter  greatly  moving  her  Majefty  the  rather  Q^gg„Elizabeth. 
to  allow  of  your  Petition.  1575. 

'  The  lecond  Note  importeth  yet  more  than 
this;  for  therein  (lie  conceiveth  that  this  great 
good  Opinion  of  this  happy  Government  is  not 
conceived  by  you,  as  it  appeareth  by  your  ow^n 
Declarations,  upon  any  fudden  Ground  or  Caufe, 
but  hath  grown  upon  the  Confideiation  of  her 
Highnefs's  Governance  during  the  Reign  of  fcven- 
tecn  Years  now  paft:  Whereby  it  is  evident, 
that  this  is  a  fettled  and  conftant  Opinion  of 
yours,  and  therefore  much  the  more  moving  her 
Majefty  to  give  a  gracious  Ear  unto  this  your 
Petition. 

*  And  yet  the  third  Note  exceedeth  the  other 
two  former;  for  in  this  Note  fhe  conceiveth  the 
Abundance  of  your  inward  Affection  grounded 
upon  her  good  Governance  of  you  to  be  fo  great, 
that  it  doth  not  only  content  you  to  have  her 
Majefty  reign  and  govern  over  you,  but  alfo  you 
do  defire,  that  Some  proceeding  from  her  Majef- 
ty's  Body  might  by  a  perpetual  Succeflion  reign 
over  your  Pofterity  alfo  :  A  Matter  greatly  to 
move  her  Majefty  (fhe  faith)  to  incline  to  this 
your  Suit.  Befides  her  Highnefs  is  not  unmind- 
ful of  all  the  Benefits  that  will  grow  to  the  Realm 
by  fuch  Marriage  ;  neither  doth  fhe  forget  any 
Perils  that  are  like  to  grow  for  Want  thereof. 
All  which  Matters  conlidered,  her  Majefty  wil- 
led me  to  fay,  that  albeit  of  her  own  natural 
Difpofitionfhe  is  notdifpofed  or  inclined  to  Mar- 
riage, neither  could  (lie  ever  marry  were  flie  a 
private  Peribn  ;  yet  for  your  Sakes  and  the  Bene- 
fit of  the  Realm,  (he  is  contented  to  difpofc  and 
incline  herfelf  co  the  Satisfadion  of  your  humbh 
Petition,  fo  that  all  Things  convenient  may  con- 
cur that  be  meet  for  fuch  a  Marriage  ;  whereof 
there  be  very  many,  fome  touching  the  State  of 
her  moft  Royal  Perfon,  fome  touching  the  Per- 
fon  of  him  whom  God  fliall  join,  fome  touch- 
ing the  State  of  the  whole  Realm :  Thefe 
Things  concurring  and  confidcrcd,    her  Majeftv 

«  hath 
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Queen  Eiirabetb. '  hath  afleiited  (as  is  before  remembred.)    And  thug 
»57S'        '  much  touching  this  Matter. 

*  As  to  the  fourth  Part,  which  concerneth  a  De- 
'  claration  of  the  Laws  pafl'ed  in  the  Sefiion,  where- 

*  unto  you  do  pray  that  her  Majefty  would  give 

*  her  Royal  Aflent,  her  Majefty -hath  commended 

*  your  Travel  and  Pains  taken  in  devifing  of  thefe 

*  Laws,  your  Confiderations  and  Carefulnefs  in 
'  debating  and  confulting,  and  your  Judgments  and 
'  Determinations  in  concluding  and  pafling  of  the 

*  fame  ;  and  meancth  to  give  her  Royal  Aflent  to 

*  fo  many  of  them  as  her  Majefty  (hall  think  meet 
'  and  convenient  to  pafs  at  this  Time.  But  here  I 
'  am  to  remember  you,  that  this  is  not  all  that  her 
'  Highnefs  req.;ireih  in  this  Point ;  for  flie  is  defi- 
'  rous  that  the  great   Travels,   Pains,  and  great 

*  Charges  employed  about  the  making  of  thefe 
'  Laws  fhould  not  be  loft,  neither  her  Majefty's 

*  Royal  Aflent  granted  in  vain  ;  which  muft  needs 

*  come  to  pafs,  except  you  look  better  to  the  Exe- 

*  culion  of  Laws  than  heretofore  you  have  done  ; 

*  for  as  I  have  before  this  Time  faid.  Laws  wiih- 
'  out  Execution,  be  nothing  elfe  but  Pen,  Ink  and 
'  Parchment ;  a  Countenance  of  Things,  and  no- 

*  thing  in  Deed;  a  Caule  wiihout  an  EfFcdt;  and 

*  ferve  as  much  to  the  good  Governance  of  the 
'  Common-Weal,    as  the  Rudder  of  a  Ship  doth 

*  ferve  to  the  good  Governance  of  it  wiihout  a 

*  Governor ;   and  fo  ferve  to  as  good  Purpofe  to 

*  diied  Men's  Adtions,  as  Torches  do  to  direft 

*  Men's  Goings  in  the  Dark,  when  their  Lights  be 

*  put  out.     Were  it  not  great  Folly,  trow  ye,  yea, 

*  and  mt  re  M  idncfs  for  a  Man  to  provide  apt  and 

*  handfome  Tools  and  Inftruments  tu  reform  and 
'  prune  his  Trees  witha',  ano  then  to  lay  them  up 

*  n  fair  Ixxes  ii;id  Bags  without  Ufe  of  ihcm  } 
'  And  !s  ii  noi  as  ftrange,  trow  ye,  to  mike  Laws 

*  to  reform  Men's  .M;n tiers,  and  to  prune   away 

*  the  ill  '  ranches  :'.nu  Members  of  the  Common- 
<  W  c.il,  and   then  :o  lay  up  thofe  Laws  in  fair 

*  Books  an-!  Boxes  wiihout  Execuiion  of  them  ? 

*  Surely  there  is  a  fmall  Difference  betwixt  thefe 

♦  Cafes  > 
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Cafes  •,    nay,  it  were  much  better  to  have  no  new  Queen  Elizabeth. 
Laws  made  at  all,  than  to  have  Laws  not  execu-  5, 

ted:     For  the  Former  doth  but  leave  us  in   the 
State  we  were  in  before  the  making  of  the  new 
Laws ;    but  not  to  execute  them,  is  to  breed  a 
Contempt  of  Laws  and  Law-makers,    and  of 
all  Magi  Urates,    which  is  the  Mother  and  Nurfe 
of    Difobediencei    and   what  (he  breedeth  and 
brin^eth  forth,  I  leave  to  you  to  judge. 
'  Now  this  Offence  of  not  executing  of  Laws 
growing  fo  great,    it  refteth  to  fee  in  whofe  De- 
fault this  is,  and  who  ought  to  have  the  Burthen 
of  it.     Firft,  Certain  it  is,  that  her  Majefty  leav- 
eth  nothing  undone  meet  for  her  to  do  for  the 
Execution  of  Laws ;  for  firft,  (lie  maketh  choice 
of  Perlons  of  moft  Credit  and  beft  Underftanding 
throughout  the  w^hole  Realm,    to  whom  for  the 
great  Truft  and  Fidelity  that  (he  repoleth  in  them, 
fhe  giveth  Authority  by  CommifTiOn,  to  execute 
a  great  Part  of  thofe  Laws,  who  alfo  by  Oath  be 
bound  to  perform  the  fame.     Befides,  the  moft 
fpecial  and  needful  Laws  her  Highncfs  caufeth  to 
be  proclaimed  and  publifhed  unto  her  People ;   as 
over  this  alfo  (left  Men  (hould  be  forgetful  of 
'  their  Duties)  fhe  caufeth  a  Number  of  her  Jufti- 
■  ces  to  be  called  into  publick  Place,    and  there  to 

*  be  exhorted  and  admoniflied  in  her  Majefty's 
'  Name  to  fee  the  Execution  of  her  Laws;    and 

what  here  can  be  more  devifed  for  her  Majefty  to 
'  do  ?     Surely,  in  my  Opinion,  nothing. 

'  Then  falleth  it  out  neccffarily  and  confequent- 
'  ly,  that  the  Burthen  of  all  thefe  Enormities, 
'  Abfurdities  and  Mifchiefs  that  do  grow  in  the 
'  Common-Wealth  for  not  executing  of  Laws, 

*  muft  light  upon  thole  Perlons  that  have  Autho- 
'  rity  from  her  Majefty  to  execute  them  and  do  it 

*  not:  Which  is  a  Burthen  over-heavy  for  any  to 
'  bear,  being  juftly  charged.  For  the  Avoiding  of 
'  this  therefore,  methinks,  Men  being  thus  remem- 
'  bred,   ought  to  feek  with  all  Diligence,  and  en- 

*  deavour  to  fatisfy  for  their  Negligence,  and  Un- 

*  carefulnefs  paftj  which  if  they  Ihall  for2,et  to  do, 

'  her 
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her  Majefty  (hall  be  then  driven,  clean  contrary 
to  her  moft  Gracious  Nature  and  Inclination,  to 
appoint  and  aflign  private  Men,  for  Profit  and 
Gain  Sake,  to  fee  her  penal  Laws  to  be  executed. 
The  Ccurfe  which  hitherto  her  Majefty  hath  ta- 
ken, hath  been,  to  have  her  Laws  executed  by 
Men  of  Credit  and  Eftimation  for  the  Love  of 
Juftice,  uprightly  and  indifferently  ;  but  if  they 
(hall  refufe  fo  to  do,  forgetting  their  Duty  to 
God,  Sovereign  and  Country,  then  of  Necefli- 
ty,  rather  than  the  Laws  fliould  be  unexecuted, 
her  Majefty  fhall  be  driven,  I  fay,  to  commit  the 
Execution  of  them  to  thofe,  who  in  relpedt  of 
Profit  and  Gain,  will  fee  them  executed  with  all 
Extremity.  And  what  a  Burthen  that  will  bring 
to  the  Common- Weal,  I  leave  it  to  your  Con- 
fideration.  But  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  if  the 
Refpedts  before  remembred,  will  not  move  you 
to  fee  better  to  your  Charge ;  yet  the  Fear  of  this 
great  Inconveniency  fhould  conftrain  Men  that 
be  in  Commiflion  to  look  to  the  better  Execution 
of  Laws.  And  thus  much  touching  the  fourth 
Part. 

'  Now  as  to  the  fifth  and  laft,  which  roncern- 
eth  the  Grant  of  a  Subfidy,  her  Majefty  hath 
commanded  me  to  fay  unto  you,  that  that  Grant 
is  a  manifeft  Declaration  by  Deeds  of  that  which 
before  was  declared  by  Words:  For  how  could 
fuch  a  Grant  be  made,  and  in  fuch  Manner 
granted',  and  by  fuch  Perfons,  but  that  of  Ne- 
ceflity  it  muft  proceed  from  the  benevolent  Minds 
and  hearty  Affedions  of  fuch  loving  Subjeds  as 
are  before  remembred  ?  True  it  is,  that  her  Ma- 
jefty in  thcfe  your  Doings  hath  noted  three 
Tb;ngs  efpccinlly  and  principally,  every  of  them 
lending  much  to  the  fctting  forth  of  )our  Bene- 
volence. The  firft.  Who  it  is  that  granted } 
the  fecond.  The  Manner  of  granting;  die 
third,  What  it  was  that  is  granted.  As  to  the 
firft,  Her  Majefty  cannot  forget,  how  this  Grant 
procecdeJ  from  the  earneft  AfFcdVions  and  hearty 
Good-Wills  of  her  Ipving  and  obedient  Subjc<5t?. 

-  Where- 
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Wherefore  her  Majefty  maketh  greater  Account  Queen Elizabetli>, 
thereof  than  Ten  Subfidies,  and  fo  fhe  command-  i57S« 
ed  m.e  to  fay  unto  you.  Again,  her  Majefty  re- 
membreth  very  well,  that  this  Grant  was  made 
not  by  Subjedls  that  never  did  the  like  before,  but 
by  Subjects  that  have  been,  and  continued  to  be 
ready  from  Time  to  Time,  to  contribute  towards 
the  neceflary  Charges  and  Defence  of  the  Reahn ; 
which  doth  greatly  commend  and  fet  forth,  fhe 
faith,  this  great  Benevolence  of  yours.  And  as 
to  the  fecond,  which  is,  The  Manner  of  grant- 
ing, her  Highnefs  noteth  two  Things  efpecially ; 
the  one  is  Univerfality  of  Confent ;  and  can 
there  be  a  more  univerlal  Confent  than  when  all 
agreeing  and  none  denying  as  this  was?  Nay, 
herHighnefs  knovveth  that,  before  herTime,  thefe 
Manner  of  Grants  palled  not  but  with  a  great 
Perfualion  and  many  Difficulties  i  whereas  this 
was  frankly  offered  without  any  Perfuafion  or 
DifficuUy  at  all.  The  other  is  the  Readinefs  of 
granting.  It  is  written  of  Benevolence,  Bis  dat 
qui  cito  dat^  which  her  Majefty  faiih,  may  be  juft- 
]y  applied  to  thefe  your  Proceedings.  And  to 
the  third,  which  is  the  Thing  granted,  fhe 
taketh  it  to  be  as  liberal  as  any  heretofore  hath 
been  granted  ;  and  therefore  hath  commanded  me 
to  yield  unto  you  her  moft  hearty  condign 
Thanks,  and  withal,  to  let  you  underftand,  that 
her  Majefty  is  as  willing  and  def.rous  to  give  you 
this  whole  Subfidy  again,  ay  you  have  been  wil- 
ling to  grant  it,  if  the  Necefliiy  of  the  Realm 
and  your  Surety  would  fuffer  it.  And  thus  much 
touching  the  grantirig  of  the  Subfidy. 
'  Now  as  to  the  due  and  true  Execution  of  the 
fame,  I  am  to  exhort  and  alfo  to  admonifli  you,- 
and  yet  it  may  be  probably  faid,  that  Perfons  that 
have  thus  bountifully  and  readily  made  this  Grant, 
wherein  and  whereby  their  benevolent  Minds  and 
liearty  AfFeftions  have  been  fo  manifeftly  de- 
clared in  granting,  that  to  thefe  Perions  neither 
Admonifhments  nor  Exhortations  are  due  for  the 
true  Executing  of  that  Grant,  no  more  than  a 
Vol.  IV.  P  '  Spur 
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Queen Eiiiabeth. '  Spuf  is  to  a  Horfe,   that  runneth  as  fwiftly  as  he 
'575-        *  can.     Albeit   this  Argument  in  Reafon  carrieth 

*  Probability  and  Likelyhood  with  it;  yet  former 
'  Experience  hath  taught  that  thefe  Grants  have 

*  not  been  fo  duly  and  iruly  executed,  as  they  have 
'  been  benevolently  granted.* 

AAspaflVd.  There  are  the  Title*  of  thirty -feven  A61:s  pnfTed 

this  Seffion,  in  the  Lords  Catalogue  ;  in  the  printed 
Statutes,  only  twenty-four ;  but  the  Supernumera- 
ry Adls  are  only  on  private  Affairs,  for  which  Rea- 
fon they  are  not  mentioned.  Some  faither  Care 
was  taken  to  reform  the  Abufes  of  the  Clergy,  by 
an  Aft  made  for  an  Explrination  of  one  palled  in 
the  laft  SefTion,  on  the  fcore  of  Dilapidations  and 
granting  Scandalous  Leafes  ot  Spiritual  Benefices. 

The  Queen  having  palled  all  the  Afts,  the  Par- 
liament was  adjourned  to  the  next  Day  ;  when,  in 
the  A.^ternoon,  her  Majefty  came  again  to  the 
Houfe,  and  the  Lord  Keeeper,  by  her  Command, 

The  P"l'amentprQrQpyg(j  jj^js  Parliament  to  the  5th  Day  of  AIj- 

prorogued.  ,  °  ^ 

V ember  next. 

It  is  fomevvhat  furprifing,  that  fo  exaft  an  An- 
nalift  of  this  Queen's  Reign,  as  Mr  Camhdcn 
was,  fhould  v.'holly  omit  the  Tranficticns  of  this 
laftSeflion  of  Parliament.  It  is  true,  there  is  little 
Hiftorical  Matter  in  ihem,  except  in  the  Grant  of 
the  Subfidy  ;  which,  if  it  was  as  large  as  the  printed 
Statutes  make  it,  is  very  remarkable  ;  iince  it  was  a 
greater  Supply,  at  one  Time,  than  any  we  have  met 
with  before  ;  and  what  the  Stale,  by  any  Exigen- 
ces that  Hiftory  takes  Notice  of,  fecmed  not  then 
to  Hand  in  need  of. 

It  was  a  long  Time,  indeed,  before  any  farther 
Subfidy  was  required,  or  any  I^ariiament  lat  to  grant 
one  ;  for  never  iucha  Ciiain  of  Prorcga'ions,  of  one 
Parliament,  was  (een  in  Eng'ijh  Hiftory,  as  comes 
now  to  be  related;  xh^Joumah  of  the  Lord?,  for 
very  many  Pages  together,  being  filled  with  nothing 
elle,  but  Meetings  and  Prorogations,  and  Commifli- 
ons,  at  large,  for  Proiogatigns  \  reciting  all  that  had 

gone 
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gone  before  them.    So  that  the  laft,  to  their  Meeting Qa.""^^'"^'^*''' 
to  do  Bufineis,  recapitulates  the  whole; from  which        '^''^' 
we  {hall  extract  them,  in  Die  ad  Dieri,  in  Anno  ad 
Annumy   to   avoid  a  Prolixity  of    Matter,  fcarce 
worth  recording  at  all,  by  any,    but  an  Exprefs 
Writer  oi  Parliamentary  Hijlory. 

The  laft  SeflTion  of  Parliament  continued  from 
February  the  8th  to  March  the  15  th  ;  from  which 
Time  it  was  prorogued  to  the  5th  oi  November 
following,  which  was  ftill  in  the  i8th  Year  of  this 
Reign,  or  Anno  1576;  Queen  Elizabeth  beginning 
her  Reign  on  the  17th  oi  November^  1558.  From 
November  5thj  the  Parliament  was  again  prorogu- 
ed to 
An.  Reg,  19,  June  ^d.         An.  Reg.   Jan.  ^otL 

From  thence  to  f^l,    2gth. 

^ov.   J2th  April i2tL 

20,  March  26th,  J^^y  ^^^ 

April  m.  May  ^oth. 

May  26th.  ju„e  ^oth. 

^'^■'^-  ¥h-  Aug.    zsth. 

11,  Jan.  id.  Sept.  zoih,  ' 

April  zjth.  o^.  lyth. 

May  20th,  j^av.  \th,      ' 

Oa.  20th.  „3^  Nov.z^th, 

22,  Nov.  2^th.  Jan,  itth. 

Jan.  20th. 

Mr  Cambden  makes  no  manner  of  Mention  of 
thefe  frequent  Prorogations,  which  it  is  ftrange  a 
Cotemporary  Hiftorian  fhould  omit.  He  reckons 
alv/aysa  Year  wrong,  too,  in  his  Chronology  ;  be- 
ginning wi:h  the  Almanacks,  when  it  ought  to  be 
from  the  Day  that  the  late  Qiieen  died ;  for 
which  Realon,  he  is  ever  a  Year  before  us,  in  his 
Annals.  Bui  now,  in  his  Account  of  the  eniliing 
Selhon,  he  is  worfe  out ;  for  he  begins  it  in  January, 
in  the  25th  Year  of  ihis  Reign  5  whereas  both  the 
Lords  Journals  and  the  Statute- Booh  make  it  juftly 
the  23d. 

We  (hall  pafs  over  all  the  Oxurrences  which 

happened  in  this  long  Interval  of  Time  ;  in  which, 

P  2  we 
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QueeiiEHzabeth.  ^'^  Diay  fuppofc,  the  Government  wanted  no  Sup- 
1581.  plies,  fince  a  Parliament  was  not  allowed  to  fit 
and  grant  ibem.  It  may  be  thought,  that  the  fa- 
mous Sailor,  Sir  Francis  Drake^  had  amply  filled 
the  v^.een's  Cofters,  as  well  as  his  own,  by  the  vaft 

'        -  Treafure  he  had  Drought  (vom  the  Spanijh  IFe/i-In- 

die^-,  about  this  Time.  For  which  he  had  that 
memorable  Honour  done  him  of  having  his  Name, 
in  a  Rebus ^  damped  on  the  EngVifl)  Coin  (/). 

The  fame Parlia-      On  ihe  i6thot  Jnuudry,  in  the  23d  Year  of  £- 

mentmectngr.in,/^2;^^^/^,  the  fame  Parliament  wliich  was  Called  in 

atter  twenty-tour   ,  /  rr'  n     •    n  f-r^x 

Prorogations,      the  14th,    met  oHce  more  at  kyejtminjler.     The 
State  of  the  Peerage,  as  it  ftood  towards   the  Mid- 
dle of  this  Reign,  may  not  be  improper  to  give  at 
this  Time. 
AnnoRegni  43,     (^)  yj^^  Q:>een,  to  Wiiliam  Cecil  Lord  Burgh- 
At  Weflminiier.  ^<y>  Lord  Hi<ih-Trealurer  of  £ff^/^«i,  k^c. 

William     Marquifs    of     Henry    Earl    of    Souths 

liinchefitr.  ampton. 

Edward  Earl  of  Lincoln^   Franc::,  E.  of  Bedford. 

Lord  High- Admiral  of  Henry  E.  c^ Pembroke. 

England.  Edward  E.  of  Hertford.  ■ 

Edward  Earl  ot  Oxford^  Robert  E,  of  Leitefter. 

LdGreatChambtrlain.  Thomas  Vifcount  Monta- 
Thomas   Earl   of   Sufjex^       gue. 

Chamberlain    of    the  Thomas    Vifcount    Ho' 

HoufholJ.  ward  o{  Byndon. 

Philip.,  Earl  of  ArundiJe.  Henry  Nevile,  Lord  Ber- 
Henry  E.  of  Norihumber-       gavenny.   , 

land.  George  Touchet  Ldj^udley. 

George  E.  o^Shreivskry.  Peregrine  Bertie 'hdWil- 
lienry  E.  of  Kent.  Icughhy  of  Ereshy. 

Henry  E.  ciDobw  Edward  Parker  Ld  Mor- 

Will  air.  Y..  QUVorccf^ir.         ley. 
Edward  E.  oi  Rutland.       George  Fiennes  Ld  Dacre. 
George  E.  of  Cumberland.   U-'illiam  Brooke  Ld  Cob- 
Henry  t.  oi  Hintingdcn.         ham. 
William  E  of  Bath.  Edward  Ld  Stafford. 

Jrr.broje  E.  of  Warwick.     Jrtkur  Ld  Grey  oi  Wilton. 

Henry 

(/')  A  Bird,  fuppofed,  by  our  ConnoifTcurs  in  Coios,  to  repreftot 
•  Drake. 

(k)  Dugcldlc'i  cumm:n.  toFarliamc  r,  pi  528, 
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Henry  Lord    Cromivell.  Queen  Elizabeth. 


HefiryLord  Scrape  of  Bttl- 

ton. 
Edivard  Ld    Sutton    of 

Dudley. 
John  Nevile  Ld  Latimer. 
John  Lumley  Ld  Lumley. 
John  Ld  St  our  ton. 
Cuthbert  Ld   0^-/^. 
James  Blount  Ld  A^ount- 

John  Darcie  Ld  Darcie, 
IF/lliam     Stanley ,     Ld 

Alontegk. 
JVidiam  Ld  5j^i;. 
IfilJa/n     Ld    /^c^m.v    of 

Harrow  den, 
Frederick  Ld  JVindfor. 
Thomas    Ld    Wentworth 

of  Nettlefted. 
Thomas  Ld  Brough. 
William  Paulet  Ld  5/7^/'« 

of  Bafing. 
Lewis  Ld  Mordaunt. 


IVilliam  Ld  Evers. 
PhilipLd  IVharton. 
Robert  Ld  i2?V^5. 
Charles  Ld  Willoughhy  of 

Parham. 
'Thomas  Ld  Paget. 
John  Ld  Darcie  of  Chich. 
Charles   Ld  Howard    of 

Effifigham. 
Roger  Ld  North. 
Giles  Bruges  Ld  Chandois. 
Hetuy  Carey,,  I,d  i/?/;z/- 

0/w^r    Ld  5/   75.6/z  of 

Thomas  Sackvile  Ld  Sm^,^- 

^//i^;;7  /F^  Ld  i)^  /^ 

ii?!?;zry  Ld  Cheney  of  Tod' 

dington. 
Henry  Ld  Norrys  of  Rycot^ 


1581. 


Whoever  compares  this  Lift  of  the  Peerage  with 
that  in  the  Beginning  of  this  Reign,  will  find  that 
There  had  been  above  twenty  new  Creations ;  which, 
with  the  twenty-fix  Bifhops,  muftgive  the  Court  a 
very  great  Power  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  in  thofe 
Days.  Nor  was  the  Qi_ieen  kfs  pleafed,  we  may 
fuppofe,  with  the  Body  c !"  Comuions,  iince  in  the 
Courfe  of  fo  nrsany  Years  flie  never  thoiight  proper 
to  change  them.  However,  at  the  Meeting  afore- 
mentioned, Death  had  made  an  Alteration  in  that 
Houfe,  by  taking  from  them  their  Speaker  ;  v/ith- 
out  which  they  could  do  no  Bulinefs,  as  was  the 
Cafe  of  the  lail  Parliament.  A  long  Reprefentati- 
on  is  entered  in  the  Lords  Journals,,   '  concerning  a 

*  great  Defect  in  the  oti)er  Houfe,   for  Want  of 

*  Sir  Robert  Bell^  Kt.  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the  Ex- 
'  cheq.ier,  their  Mouth  and  Speaker,  lately  dead. 
^  But  i\\n  'ihcv  finding  good  Direftion  what  to  do, 

r  I  '  h.y 
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Que«n  Elisabeth^  ^X  ^  ^oxmQx  Precedent,  in  a  Seflion  of  Parliament 
1581.        '  holden,  Sept.  30th,  in  the  8th  Year  of  her  Reign, 

*  had  appointed  Sir  Francis  Kml/eSy  Kt.  Trealb- 

*  rer  of  the  Queen's  Houfhold  ;  Sir  James  CroftSy 

*  Comptroller  ;    Sir   Francis     Walftngham^    and ' 
'  Doctor  IVilfon,  Secretaiies  of  State  ;  Sir  Walter 

*  Mildmay,    Kr.   Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer ; 

*  with  feveral  other  Members  of  the  faid  Houfe,  in 

*  the  Name  of  the  whole,  to  go  and  wait  upon  the 

*  Lord  Chancellor   and    the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and 
'  requeft  their  Aidand  Afliftance  for  Litimaiionof 

*  the  Matter  to  her  Majefty. 

*  Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  firfl  deliring  this 

.'X     *  Committee  to  withdraw  a  while,  acquainted  that 

"    •'      *  Houfe  with  the  Petition  of  the  Commons;  who, 

'  after  due  Confideration  of  the  Premifles,  thought 

*  proper  to  appoint  fuch  of  the  Lords  as  were  of 

*  the  Privy-Council,  with  the  Marquis  oilFinchef- 

*  /^rand  the  Earl  of  Jrundele,  to  go  along  with  a 

*  feledl  Number  of  the  Commons,  to   reprefent 
<  this  Cafe  to  the  Queen.' 

The  tirft  Day,  the  Receivers  and  Tryers  of  Peti- 
tions being  appointed,  as  antiently,  a  Bill  was  read 
for  the  Reformation  of  Abufes  in  Sheriffs  and  Un- 
der-SherifFs,  and  their  Officers  ;  which  we  do  not 
find  palTed  into  a  Law.  The  Houfe  was  adjourned 
to  the  1 8th  :  On  which  Day  it  is  entered,  that  the 
Lord  Chancellor  produced  a  Commiflion  from  the 
Queen  under  the  Broad  Seal,  whereby  he  was  au- 
thor! fed  to  call  the  Commons  before  him,  and  to 
will  and  command  them  torepnr  to  their  accuftom- 
ed  Place,  and  choofe  another  Speaker,  in  the  Room 
of  Sir  Robert  Bell,  Kt.  aforefaid.  But  nothing  more 
is  entered  in  the  Lords  Jcurnals  zboul  this  Matter. 

Two  Bills  were  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
this  Seifion,  the  firft  was  againft  Scandalous  Words 
and  Rumours,  and  otlier  Seditious  Pra(itices.  The 
other  againft  Scandalous  Libels  made  on  the  Queen. 
The  Hrlf  p.ilTed  into  a  Law,  but  we  hear  no  more 
of  the  latter  j  but  it  is  probable  they  were  both 
joined  into  one,  which,  logeilier,  formed  a  Law  to 
;hi§  Purpofe ; 

*  That 
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*  Thai  if  any  Pcrfon  (hall  advifedly  and  with  a  Qj,een Elizabeth. 
'  malicious  Intent,  fpeak  any  falfe  and  flanderous        1581. 

*  News,  or  Tales,  againft  the  Queen  that  now  is, 

*  he  fliall  have  both  his  Ears  cut  off,  except  he  pay  daiou?RumouR; 
'  two  hundred  Pounds  into  the  Exchequer^  for  the  &c. 

'  Queen's  Ufe,  within  two  Months  after  Judg- 
'  ment.  And,  if  he  fpeak  fuch  flanderous  Tales 
'  on  the  Report  of  any  other,  he  (hall  have  one 
'  of  his  Ears  cut  off,  except  he  pay  two  hundred 

*  Marks,  b".;.     And,  if  any  Perfon,  once  convift, 

*  fhall  offend  again,  it  (hall  be  adjudged  Felony. 

*  Likewife,  if  any  Perfon,  within  this  Realm  or 
'  without,   fhall  devife,    write,  print,  or  fei  lorth, 

*  any  Book,  Rhime,  Ballad,  Letter,  or  Writing, 
'  containing   any   falfe,  feditious,   and  flanderous 

*  Matter,  to  the  Defamation  of  the  Queen,  or  the 
'  Stirring  or  Moving  any  Rebellion  ;  or  fhall  caufe 

*  any  fuch  Book,  Rhime,  Writing,  ^c.  to  be  writ- 
'  ten,  printed  or  publifhed  ;  or  fhall,  by  fetting  of 
'  any  Figure,  c.ifling  of  Nativity,  or  by  Calculati- 

*  on,  Prophefying,  Witchcraft,  Conjuration,  ^r. 

*  feek  to  know,   and  fhall   fet  forth,    by  exprefs 

*  Words,  Deeds,  or  Writings,  how  long  the  Queen 

*  fhall  live  ;  or  who  fliall  reign,  as  King  or  Queen 

*  after  her  Deceafe  ;  or  fliall  utter  any  Prophecies 

*  to  any  fuch  Intent ;   or  fhall  wifh  or  defire  the 

*  Death  or  Deprivation  of  the  Qiieen,  or  any  Thing 

*  to  the  fame  Effedt  ;    then  every  fuch  Offence 

*  fhall  be  adjudged  Felony,'  > 

It  is  certain  that  the  Government  was  under 
no  fmall  Unealinefs,  at  this  Time,  on  account  of 
t!ie  open  Freedoms  taken  with  the  Queen  and  her 
Adminlltrai.ion,and  the  Secret  Deligns  of  the  Papijls, 
who  were  conitantly  plotting  to  overthrov/  both. 
This  Jealoufy  produced  a  Bill  flrongerthan  the  for- 
.mer,  which  was  tirtl  read  and  carried  in  the  Houfe 
oi  Commons,  and  fentu))  to  the  Lords,  March  the 
7(h,  with  this  Title;  A  BUI  for  keeping  the  §>j^een's 
iVlajeJifs  SuhjcJIs  in  their  due  Obedience.  The  Bill 
was  read  a  third  Time,  on  the  loth  of  the  fame 
Mo;iih,  and  conclaicd  ;  and  isthefirft  Acl,  incur 
Stoiiite-  Boiki^  of  ihli  SeOion.     Bv  it  was  declared, 

*  Th^i; 
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<|ueenEiizahcth.     '  That  whofoever  (hall  difluade  the  Subjects  from 
xs8i.        '  their   Obedience  to   their  Prince,  and  from  the 

*  Religion  eftabliflied  in  England,  or  (hall  reconcile 
'  them  to  the  Church  of  Rome ;  alfo,  thofe  who 

Another,making<  (]^a]]  j^g  (q  difluaded  and  reconciled,  are  guilty  of 

t  S-n  pTpTft.    '  ^'^^  Ireajon.     Thofe,  alfo,  who  fhal!  fay  Mafs, 

*  are  fined  in  two  hundred  Marks,  and  Imprifon- 
'  ment  for  a  Year,  or  longer,  'till  they  have  paid 

*  the  Money.      Thofe  who  fliall  wittingly   and 

*  willingly  be  prefent  at  Mafs,  are  fined  in  one  hun- 

*  dred  Marks,  and  Imprifonment  likewife  for  a 
'  Year.     And  they  who  refufe  to  frequent  Divine 

*  Service,  in  their   Parifti- Churches,   are  fined  in 

*  twenty  Pounds  a  Month.' 

The  better  to  underftand  the  Reafon  why  the 
Government  enadled  fuch  fevere  Laws,  at  prefent, 
it  will  be  neceflary  to  look  a  little  into  the  Hiftory 
of  the  Times.  Amongll  the  many  Matches  that 
had  been  propofed  to  Queen  Elizabeth^  from  diffe- 
rent Princes  of  ^ar(7p^,  there  was  one,  at  this  Time, 
u.  which  came  nearer  A^arriage  than  any  of  the  reft. 

In  the  Year  1572,  the  Queen- Mother  of  France 
had    propofed   her  youngell    Son,   Francis   Duke 
D'Jlenzony    as    a  Husband  for  Elizabeth ;    but 
the  Qiieen  is  faid  then  to  difapprove  of  it,  becaufe 
of  the  Inequality  of  their  Age«;    he   being    then 
fcarce   feventeen  Years  and  fhe  above  eight  and 
thirty  {I).     However,  the  Queen  promifed  to  coii- 
fider  of  it  ;  and  a  long  Confideration  (he  took  ;  for 
(he  led  him  a  Dance  from  Year  to  Year,  lijl  his 
elder   JBrother  dying,  he  became  Duke  of  Jnjou. 
In  the  Year  1581,  this  Duke  w^as  chofen  Gover- 
ncur  of   the  Netherlands^    by   the   then  revolted 
A  Mjrnage  tn  Statei  J  and  the  famie  Year  caine  himfelf  into  Eng- 
^KctTd"  ?/  Z^'^-^'  ^n  oi"'^'-^^  ^o  prolccute,  with  mure  Vigour,  his 
Duke    of  All-   intended  Match 'A  i'h  the  Queen.     The  Nail   was 
y^^  now  driven  a  great  Length  ;  and  the  brisk  French 

Prince  purfued  the  Amour  foclofely,  that  fome  Au- 
thors, clpccially  Fbldn^Jhcad,  have  lefj  us  Room  to 
think  ihar  ^  very  great  raiiiijijrity  was  then  between 
tlicni      The  grave  Mr  CcuitJcn  iclls  us,  'i'hat  on 

the 

(I)  Camhdtn  m  Kcrsnct,  p.  ^45, 
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the  i7tb  of  November^  this  Year,  when  the  Queen  Queen Eiizabetfe. 
had,  with  great  Pomp,  celebrated  her  Coronation-        J581. 
Day,  the   Force  ofmodejl  Love,  in  the  Mid/i  of  amo- 
rous Difcourfey  carried  her  /o  far  as  to  draw  off  a  Ring 
from  her  own  Finger^  and  put  it  upon  the  Duke  of 
Anjou'x,  upon  certain  Conditions  betwixt  them  two  [m). 
The  Company  took  this  Action  for  a  public  Con- 
traft  ;  but  it  did  not  prove  fo  j  for  the  Duke  having 
ipent  fome  Months  in  bringing  this  old   Pike  to  his 
Bait,   was  at  laft  forced  to  quit  her  ;  not  without 
fome  fmart  Inveftives  againft  the  Lightnefs  of  Wo- 
men, fays  Cambden,  and  the  Inconfiancy  of  Iflanders» 
This    Amour  occafioned  great  Noife  all  over 
Europe  ;  but,  at  Home,  People  were  varioufly  af- 
fe£led,  as  their  own  Interefts  led   them  to  judge  ofwhich    gives 
the  Match.     The  Papijh  were  gbd  to  find  that  agi'eat:  Offence 
Fopijh  Prince  was,  likefy,  once  more  to  be  on,  or  J°^[^^^  ^^°'^^' 
near,   the  Throne  ;  and  the  Proteflants,  on  the 
contrary,  were  fhocked  at  fuch  a  Profpeft.     Thefe 
laft  threw  out  many  fevere  Reflexions  on  the  inten- 
ded Union  :  Books  and  Pamphlets  were  printed  a- 
gainft  it.     Amongft  which,  one  gave  great  Offence 
to  the  '^^een,  entituled,  TheGulph^  wherein  Eng- 
land, will  be  fivallovjed  by  the  French  Match.     The 
Author,  Printer,  and  Publifher  of  it,  being  found 
out,  fuffcred  an  uncommon   Punifhment,   having 
their  Right  Hands  cutoff  by  a  Cleaver,  driven  thro' 
the  Wrift  by  the  Force  of  a  Mallet,  on  a  Scaffold 
in  IVefiminflev  {n). 

Thefe  Men  were  of  a  Seel  lately  fprung  up,  cal- 
led Puritans.     But, 

The  Queen,  to  fliew  that  flie  was  no  Way 
inclined  to  favcur  Popery,  ruffered,  at  the  fame 
Time,  four  Poplih  Pri  'fs  to  be  arraigned  and  exe- 
cuted as  Traitor';.  And  thefe  were  the  Reafons 
that  induced  the  Governnienc  to  get  the  foregoing 
Laws  enafted  ;  both  agamrt  the  open  feditious  Li- 
bels and  Reflect'ons  of  th>.  Puritans,  and  the 
fecret  Fraclices  of  the  Papifi  That  the  Former 
were  very  warm  in  their  Remonftrances  to  the  Par- 

'  lia- 

(v:)Camhdcii,  &c.    p    486. 

{r.)  By  vircue  cf  an  Aft  pafs'd  in  the  Reign  oi Philip  and  Mary^ 
againir  the  Authors  and  PubiiAas  of  Seditious  NVritings, 
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liament  itfelf,  at  this  Time,  appears  by  an  Admom- 

"is8i"  '*   '^^'^  ^^^"  addrein^d  to  the  Queen  and  both  Houles. 

In  the  Conclufion  of  which,  the  Authors  thunder 

A  Pious  Remon-  out  their  Anathemas  againft  all  thofe  who  oppofe  the 

flonccagainftit. Progrefs  of  their  intended  Religious    Plan;    the 

Stile  and  charitable  Infinuations  of  which   are  too 

curious  to  be  omitted.     This  Pious  Admonition  tells 

them   plainly  : 

*  That  the  State  did  not  fhew  itfelf  upright,  al- 

*  ledge  the  Parliament  what  it  will  ;  that  allhoneft 
'  Men  (hould  find  Lack  of  Equity,  and  all  good 

*  Confciences  condemn  that  Court  ;  that  it  Jhould 
'  be  eafier  for  Sodom  and  Gomorrha,  in  the  Day  cf 
'  Judgment^  than  for  fuch   a  Parliament.      That 

*  there  is  no  other  Thing  to  be  looked  for  than 
'   fome  fpecdy  Vengeance  to  light  upon  the  whole 

*  Land,  let  the  politic  Machiaveh  of  England  pro- 
'  vide  as  well  as  they  can,  tho'  God  do  his  worft. 

*  And,  finally,  if  they  of  that  Aflembly  would  not 

*  follow  the  Advice  of  their  Admonitions,  they 
'  would  infallibly  be  their  own  Carvers  in  it  ;  the 

*  Church  being  bound  to  keep  God's  Order,  and 

*  nothing  to  be  called  God's  Order  but  their  pre- 
*•  fent  Plat-Form  (o).'      But  to  proceed  with  our 

*  Jcurnals: 

On  the  6th  of  February,  a  Bill  was  brought  in- 
to the  Houfe  of  Lords,  to  oblige  all  Pcrlbns  whaifo- 
ever  to  come  to  Church,  hear  Divine  Service,  and 
receive  the  Sacrament.  But  this  Bill  was  let  drop 
after  the  firft  Reading. 
A  s  hfA  March  the  zd,  a  Bill  was  fcnt  upby  theCom- 

tcJ."  '*  ^  ^"'mons,  for  granting  a  Supply  to  her  Majefty,  of  a 
Subfidy,  two  Fifteenths  and  Tenths.  It  palled  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  on  the  8th  ;  but,  it  is  ftrange,  that 
Cambden  takes  no  Manner  c  t  Nonce  of  ihcfe  i  axes, 
nor  for  what  Occafion  they  were  wanted  ;  unlefs  it 
was  for,  fecretly,  lupp'ving  the  Patch,  the  then 
Humble  States,  with  Money,  to  fupport  them  in 
their  late  Revolt  from  Spain  (/>). 

*   A  Bill 

{c)   C»!.    '\£ccleJ!aJ}.H:/;.  Vcl.   II.    p.  556. 
(fj   C jp-.bi^rt  in  Ktnrc:,  [•.  ^%^. 
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A  Bill  pafTed  the  Houfe  of  Lords  for  fortifying  the-, 
Borders  towards  Scotland,  which  was  fent  down  ^^ Qii«™'>«'»- 
the  Commons,  who,  on  the  8th  oi  March,  fent  up 
a  new  Bill  to  the  Lords,  to  the  fame  Purpofe,  and 
their  old  Bill  with  it.     On  which  this  remarkable 
Entry  is  made  in  their  Journals  : 

*  This  Day  the  Commons  Houfe  fent  up  a  new 

*  Bill,  For  fortifying  the  Borders  towards  Scotland, 
'  and,  withal,  returned  a  former  Bill,   which  the 

'  Lords,  with  great  Deliberation,  had  pailed,  and  ADiftexencc  bc- 
'  fent  down  before,  with  the  fame  Title,     Which  ^^^^"  ^^^  Two 

*  Courfe  the  Lords  thought  to   be   both  derogatory  "°"^"' 

*  to  the  Superiority  of  the  Place,  and  contrary  to  the 

*  antient   Courfe  of  both  Houfes.      And,  as  they 

*  difliked  this  Diforder,  fo  it  was  their  Pleafure,  that 
'  this  their  Mifliking  {hould  be  entered  in  the  Re- 
'  cords   of  Parliament,  left   fo  evil   an  Example 

*  might  hereafter  be  ufed  asa  Precedent.'  —  This  is 
one  of  the  firft  Inftances,  we  have  yet  met  with,  of 
any  material  Difpure  between  the  Two  Houfes. 
Whether  they  had  any  Conference  to  fettle  this  Af- 
fair is  uncertain  by  the  Lordb's  Journal;  but  we 
find,  that  on  the  FOtb,  the  new  Bill  was  read  a 
firft  Time,  by  the  Lords,  and  pafled  that  Houfe  on 
the  15th,  with  certain  Amendments,  which  were 
agreed  to  by  the  Commons. 

Caufes  of  Appeal,  between  Party  and  Party, 
came  now  to  be  tried  at  the  B.ir  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  and  entered  in  their  Journal.  In  this  Sefli- 
on,  there  is  a  \ox\g  Memorandum  made  of  a  Caufe 
between  the  iVI;-.''quefs  of  IVincheJ^er^  his  Lady, 
and  one  Mr  Qughtred  ;  which,  at  :.;ft,  was  referred 
to  a  Committee  cf  Lords,  chcien  by  the  Parties 
themfeives,  for  iheir  Determination. 

The  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  begin  John  Popham, 
this  Sefiion  of  Parliament,  with  a  very  long  Entry,  |'^^'/''^'^^^ 
relating  to  the  Death  of  their  Speaker,  and  the  Elec-  thrDelth  o"sir 
tion  of  a  new  ore.     But,  as  this  v,  as  purely  Matter  Robert  Bell, 
of  Form,  we  p -fs  it  over. 

The  Commons  having  made  Choice  of  John 
Popham,  Eiqi  ner  IvTaje'ly'^  Soli;.Jr<-  r-General,  for 
their  Sfx;aker,  in  the  room  0.  oir  Robert  Bell,  deceaf- 

'  edi 
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^j»eenEii2»beth.  cd  ;  he  wasprefented,  and  confirmed  by  the  Queen, 
is^''  on  the  20th  of  January^  with  the  uiual  Ceremo- 
nies. But,  what  is  very  remarkable,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  in  his  Anfwer  to  the  Speaker,  when 
he  claimed  the  accuftomed  Privileges  of  the  Houfe, 
gave  him  this  Admonition  : 

*  That  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ftiould  not  deal 

*  or  intermeddle  with  any  Matters   touching  her 

*  Majefty's  Perfon,  orEftate,  or  Church-Govern- 
'  ment.' 

The  next  Thing,  of  any  Moment,  that  we  find 
in  the  yournaJs^  is  a  Work  of  Piety  ;  and  evidently 
Ihews  the  Religious  Difpofidon  of  the  Members  in 
thofe  Days. 

January  21ft,  one  Mr.  Paul  ffentworth  flood 
up,  and  made  a  Motion,  for  a  public  Fall,  and 
daily   Preaching.     '  TheFaft  to  be  appointed  upon 

*  fome  one  certain  Day,  but  the  PrPachingto  bee- 

*  very  Morning  before  the  Houfe  did  lit.    That  fo, 

*  they  beginning  their  Proceedings,  wi^th  the  Ser- 
'  vice  and  Worfhip  of  God,  he  might  the  better 

*  blefs  them'  in  all  their  Gonfultations   and  Acti- 

*  ons.' 

This  Motion  occafioned  a  warm  Debate,  and 
many  Speeches,  we  are  told,  were  made,  Pro  and 
Con,  about  it.  It  is  not  faid  what  any  of  their  Ar- 
guments were,  only,  that  Sir  Francis  Knolles,  Trea- 
furer  ;  Mr  Thomas  Cromwell,  and  Mr  Alfcrd^  fpoke 
againft  the  Motion ;  and  Mr  Cook^  Mr  Secretary 
JViIfon,  and  Mr  Serjeant  Flownden,  for  it.  Mr 
Norton  alfo  (hewed  Precedents,  that  there  had  been 
Fafts  in  London^  appointed  only  by  the  Council. 
By  which,  fays  the  journalij},  he  leemed  to  infer, 
that  a  Parliament  ought  the  rather  to  doit. 

However,  the  Houfe  being  divided   about  this 

The  Commons   Matter,  it  was  put  to  the  Queltion,  when  one  hun- 

br^their'  owa '  ^''^'^  ^"^  fifteen  Voices  were  for,  and  one  hundred 

Authority.        againft  it.     We  let  this  pafs  without  any  other  Ob- 

fcrvation,thin  that  \]m  Paul  ff^fntzvo^th  was  Brother 

to  Peter,  who  began  the  laft  Scilion  wi:h  a  f.imous 

Speech  on  the  Liberty   of  Pailiameiiti.     And  the 

Sequel 
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Sequel  will  {hew  that  this  laft  Motion  bred,  almoft,  Queen  Elizabeth, 
as  much   Difturbance  as  the  former.     For,  1581. 

On    the  Refolution    aforcfaid,    a    Faft   having 
been  appointed  to  be  kept,    in  the  Temple -Churchy 
on  the  29th  of  this  Inftant  January^  there  to  aflem- 
ble  and  meet  together,  to  hear  Preaching,   and  join  ^j^j^,^  ^.^^  ^^ 
in  Prayer,  Humiliation,  and  Falling,  ^c.     On  the  rented  by'^/^ 
24th  of  the  fame  Month,  an  Entry  is  made,  which  Queen  j 
we  fhall  give,  verbatim^  as  follows : 

'  Mr.  Speaker  declared  himfelf,  for  his  own 
Part,  to  be  very  forry  for  the  Error  that  happened 
here  in  this  Houfe  upon  Saturday  laft,  in  revolving 
to  have  a  publick  Faft ;  and  fheweth  her  Majefty's 
great  Mifliking  of  the  Proceeding  of  this  Houfe 
therein,  declaring  it  to  fall  out  in  fuch  Sort  as  he 
before  did  fear  it  would  do ;  and,  advifing  the  Houfe 
to  a  Submiffion  in  that  Behalf,  further  moved  them 
to  beftow  theirTime  and  Endeavour  hereafter,  du- 
ring the  Seflion,  in  Matters  proper  and  pertinent  for 
this  Houfe  to  deal  in,  and  to  omit  all  fuperfluous 
and  unneceflary  Motions  and  Arguments,  with  all 
due  Regard  and  Confideration  to  the  Order  of  the 
Houfe. 

'  Mr.  Vice-Chamberlain  declaring  a  Meflage 
from  her  Majefty  to  this  whole  Houfe,  by  her 
Highnefs's  Commandment  fhewed  unto  them  her 
great  Admiration  of  the  Rafhnefs  of  this  Houfe,  in 
committing  fuch  an  apparent  Contempt  againft  her 
Majefty's  exprefs  Commandment,  very  lately  be- 
fore, delivered  unto  the  whole  Houfe  oy  the  Lord 
Chancellor  in  her  Highnefs's  Name,  as  to  attempt 
and  put  in  Execution,  fuch  an  Innovation  as  the 
fame  Faft,  without  her  Majefty's  Privity  and  Plea- 
fure  firft  known;  blaming  firft  the  whole  Houle, 
and  then  Mr.  Speaker;  and  declaring  her  Mc\jefty's 
Proteftation  for  the  allowing  of  Fafting  and  Pray- 
er, with  the  life  and  Exercife  thereof  in  her  own 
Perfon ;  but  reproving  the  undutiful  Proceeding  of 
this  Houfe,  as  againft  the  Duty  of  Subjeds,  did 
neverthelefs,  very  eloquently  and  amply,  fet  forth 
her  Majefty's  moft  honuurable  and  good  Accepta- 
tion 
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Quc-nEHxabeth.  tion  of   the  Zeal,    Duty,    and  Fidelity,  of  thi3 
"•  **        whole  Houfe  towards  Religion,  the  Safety  of  her 
Highnefs's  Perfon,  and  the  State  of  this  Common- 
wealth ;  (in  relped  whereof  her  Majefty  hath  fo 
long  continued  this  Parliament  without  Dillblution) 
and  declared  further,  to  the  great  Joy  and  Comfort 
of  this  whole  Houfe,  that  her  Majefty  neverthelefs, 
of  her  ineftimable  and  Princely  good  Love  and  Dif- 
pofition,    and  of  her  Highnels  moft  gracious  Cle- 
mency, conftrueth  the  faid  Offence  and  Contempt 
to  be  ra(h,  unadvifed,  and  an  inconfiderate  Error 
of  this  Houfe,  proceeding  of  Zeal,   and  not  of 
the  wilful  and  malicious  Intent  of  this  Houfe,    or 
of  any  Member  of  the  fame;  imputing  the  Caufe 
thereof  partly  to  her  own  Lenity  towards  a  Bro- 
ther of  that  Man  which  now  made  this  Motion  j 
(Mr.  IVentworth)  who  in  the  laft  SefTion  was  by 
this  Houfe  for  juft  Caufes  reprehended  and  com- 
mitted, but  by  her  Majefty  gracioufly  pardoned 
and  reftored  again.     And  after  many  excellent  Dif- 
courfes  and  Dilatations  of  her  Highnefs's  moft  ho- 
nourable and  loving  Care  for  the  Advancement  of 
Religion  and  the  State,  wherein  flie  had  before 
fi^inified  her  Prohibition  to  this  Houfe  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  fhewed  that  her  Highnefshath  already 
deeply  confulted  upon  thofe  Matters  in  all  due  and 
needful  Refpeds,    and  prepared  fit  and  apt  Courfes 
to  digeft  them,  meet  and  ready  to  be  delivered  un- 
to this  Houfe  from  her  Highnefs,  by  fuch  Direc- 
tion  as   her  Maiefty  ihinketh  moft  convenient. 
And  fo  perfuading  this  Houfe  to  empiloy  the  Time 
about  the  nccefl'ary  Srrvice  of  the  Queen's  Majef- 
ty and  of  the  Common -wealth,    with  due  and 
grave  Rejiard  to  the  anttent  Orders  of  this  Houfe, 
conclude. :h,  that  he  ihinketh  it  very  meet,  thai  this 
whole  H.'uft-,  or  fomc  one  of  this  Houfe,  by  War- 
rant of  th  ■  F^cule,  in  the  Name  0^  the  faid  Houfe, 
do  make  rrofr  li.imble  Submiflion  unto  her  Majef- 
ty i  acknou'L  igTg  the  faid  Offence  and  Contempt, 
and  in  mod  bun;ble  and  dutiful  wiib,  to  pray  Re- 
miffion  of  the  lame  at  her  Highnelt's  Hands,  with 

full 
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full  Purpofe  hereafter  to  forbear  committing  of  the  Queen  Elizabeth, 
like  Offence.'  '  158 1. 

'  Mr.  Comptroller  followed  him,  and  fpake  to 
the  fame  EfFed,  but  urged  and  enforced  the  Fault 
of  the  Houfe  with  much  more  Violence.' 

*  Mr.  Nicholas  St.  Leger  fpake  next,  and  with 
a  great  deal  of  Difcretion  and  ^loderation  extenuat- 
ed the  faid  Offence  of  the  Houfe;  urging  firft,  their 
great  Affedion  to  her  Majefty,  the  Sincerity  ©f 
their  Intention  in  that  Motion  of  the  Faft;  then 
the  Imperfedions  and  Sins  to  which  not  only  pri- 
vate Men,  but  publick  States  are  alfo  fubjed,  and 
therefore  needed  to  be  fupported  by  Prayer  and 
Humiliation ;  and  then  he  urged,  the  great  Fault 
and  Remiflhefs  of  the  Bifhops,  who  fufFered  that 
moft  neceflary  Duty  of  Fading  and  Humiliation  to 
grow  even  out  of  Ufe  in  the  Church ;  and  laftly, 
he  concluded,  that  he  trufted  that  both  her  Majef- 
ty and  all  her  Subjeds,  would  be  ready  to  exprefs 
their  true  Repentance  to  God  in  humbling  them- 
felvcs  in  Sack- Cloth  and  Aflies.' 

*  Mr.  St.  Poole  followed  Mr.  St.  Leger,  but 
fpake  fomevvhat  differing  from  him,  aggravating 
the  Fault  of  the  Houfe,  and  urging  Submiflion.* 

*  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fpake  next, 
and  admoniflied  the  Houfe  of  their  Duty  which 
they  did  owe  to  fo  good  and  gracious  a  Prince,  as 
her  Majefty  hath  expreffed  herfelf  to  be  in  all  this 
long  Time  of  her  Government}  and  therefore 
urged  the  Houfe  to  Submiffion.' 

*  Mr.  Seckford,  one  of  the  Mafters  of  the  Re- 
quefts,  urged  the  fime  Submiffion  ;  but  withal  he 
thought  it  very  fitting,  and  could  wifh  it,  that  Mr. 
Vice-Chamherlain  who  had  brought  the  Mcffage 
from  her  Majefty  of  her  Difplealure,  might  alio 
carry  the  Houfe's  Submiffion  back  again  unto  her 
Highnefs.' 

'  Mr.  Fiowerden  fpake  next,  and  fhewed  the 
Sincerity  of  his  Inteniion  in  fpeaking  for  the  Faft, 
when  it  was  firft  moved  ;  hut  now  concluded,  that 
it  was  moft  fitting  for  the  Houfe  to  make  their  Sub- 
miffion to  her  Majefty.' 

*  Mr. 
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%uecn  Elizabeth.      *  Mr.  Corkton  ftood  Up  and  offered  to  have  fpo- 
»58».         ken,    b'lt  was  interrupted  by  Mr.  Speaker  and  ihc 
Houfe.* 

*  Then  Mr.  Speaker  afked  the  Queftion,  Whe- 
ther Mr.  Vice- Chamberlain  fliould  carry  the  Sub- 
rr.iflion  of  the  Houfe  to  her  Majefty,  and  it  was 

They  make  a    agreed  to  by  the  Confent  of  the  whole  Houfe.* 
Submiiuon  to  her     «■  Mj-.  Carktcp.  offered  again  to  fpeak,  faying 
Majcfty  i  ^jji^  (omt  Repetition,   that  what  he  had  to  move 

was  for  the  Liberty  of  the  Houfe  i  but  the  Speaker 
notwithftanding,  and  the  Houfe  (out  of  a  tender 
Care  as  it  feemeth  to  give  no  further  Diftafte  to 
her  Majefty)  did  ftay  him.' 

*  Mr.  Vice-Chamberlain  brought  Anfwer  from 
her  Majefty  of  her  moft  gracious  Acceptation  of 
the  Submillion,  and  of  her  Majefty's  Admonition 
and  Confidence  of  their  difcreet  Proceeding;  with 
one  fpecial  Note,  that  they  do  not  mifreport  the 
Caufe  of  her  Mifliking,  which  was  not,  for  that 
they  defired  Fafting  and  Prayer,  but  for  the  Man- 
ner in  preiuming  to  indid  a  Form  of  publick  Faft 
without  Order  and  without  her  Privity,  which 
was  to  intrude  upon  her  Authority  Ecclefiaftical.' 

'  Sir  JVr.ker  Miidmay  fpake  next,  and  faid, 

Mr.  Speaker., 
Sir  Walter  Mild- '  ^TP^  H  E  principal  Caufe  of  our  Aflembly  here, 
msy's  Motion  '  \_  being  to  coofult  of  M  itters  that  do  con- 
fer frcuring  the  t  ^cm  tlie  Realm,  I  have  thought  good  with  your 
^galnfTcTc  Pop^e'  '  Patience.^  to  remember  you  of  fuch  Things,  as 
u^:d  iiij  Adhe-  *  for  the  Weight  and  Neceffity  of  them  I  take  to 
«"'«•  '  be  worthy  of  your  Confiderations.     Wherein 

'  I  mean  to  note  unto  you  what  I  have  conceiv- 

*  ed,  firft,  o''  the  prelcnt  State  wc  be  in;  next,  of 
'  the  Dangers  wc  may  juftly  be  in  doubt  cf ;  and 

*  laftlv,  what  Provifion  ought  to  be  made  in  Time 

*  to  prevent  or  re'ift  them.  Thefe  (hewed,  as 
'  br-efly  as  the  Matters  will  fuffer,  I  leave  ihcm  to 
'  your  Judgments  to  proceed  further  as  you  (hall 

*  find  it  expedient. 

'  That  our  moft  gracious  Queen  did  at  her  firft 
!  Entry  loofcn  us  ficm  the  Yoke  of  Rme,  and 
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did  reftore  unto  this  Realm  the  moft  pure  and  QueenEHzabeth. 
holy  Religion  of  the  Gofpel,  which  for  a  Time  ^^  ^' 
was  over- fhado wed  with  Popery,  is  known  of 
all  the  World,  and  felt  of  us  to  our  fingular 
Comforts.  But  from  hence,  as  from  the  Root, 
hath  fprung  that  implacable  Malice  of  the  Pope^ 
and  his  Confederates  againft  her,  whereby  they 
have,  and  do  feek,  not  only  to  trouble,  but  if 
they  could,  to  bring  the  Realm  again  into 
Thraldom  ;  the  rather  for  that  they  hold  this  as 
a  firm  and  fettled  Opinion,  that  England  is  the 
only  fettled  Monarchy  that  moft  doth  maintain 
and  countenance  Religion,  being  the  Chief  Sanc- 
tuary for  the  afflicted  Members  of  the  Church 
that  fly  thither  from  the  Tyranny  of  Rome^  as 
Men  being  in  Danger  of  Shipwrack,  do  from  a 
raging  and  tempeftuous  Sea,  to  a  calm  and  quiet 
Haven.  This  being  fo,  What  hath  not  ihe  Pope 
elTayed  to  annoy  the  Queen  and  her  State,  there- 
by, as  he  thinketh,  to  remove  this  great  Obllacle 
that  ftandeth  between  him  and  the  over-flowing 
of  the  World  again  with  Popery?  For  the  Proof 
whereof  thefe  may  fuffice. 

•  The  Northern  Rebellion  ftirred  up  by  the 
Pope,  and  the  Quarrel  for  Popery. 

'  The  Maintenance  fithence  of  thofe  Rebels 
and  other  Fugitives. 

'  The  publifhing  of  a  moft  impudent,  blafphe- 
mous  and  malicious  Bull  againft  our  moft  Right- 
ful Queen. 

'  The  Invafion  into  Ireland  by  James  Fitz- 
Morrice,  with  the  Afliftance  of  fome  Englifh 
Rebels. 

*  The  Raifing  of  a  dangerous  Rebellion  in  Ire- 
land by  the  Earl  of  Defmond  and  others,  in- 
tending thereby  to  make  a  general  Revolt  of  all 
the  whole  Realm. 

'  The  late  Invafion  of  Strangers  into  Ireland, 
and  their  fortifying  it. 

'  The  Pope  turned  thus  the  Venom  of  his  Cur- 

fes  and  the  Pens  of  his  malicious  Parafites  into 

Men  of  War  and  Weapons,  to  win  that  by 

Vol.  IV.  Q^  *  Force, 
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<5uecn Elizabeth.*  Force,  which  otherwife  he  could  not  do.    And 
*^  '  though  all  thefe  are  faid  to  be  done  by  the  ^ope^ 

*  and  in  his  Name,  yet  who  feeth  not  that  they 
'  be  maintained  under-hand  by  fome  Princes  his 

*  Confederates?     And  if  any  Man  be  in  doubt  of 

*  that,  let  him  but  note  from  whence  the  laft  In- 

*  vafion  into  Ireland  came,  of  what  Country  the 
'  Ships,  and  of  yhat  Nation  the  moft  Part  of  the 

*  Soldiers  were,  and  by  Direction  of  whofe  Mini- 

*  fters  they  received  their  Vidlual  and  Furniture. 
'  For  the  Fope  of  himfelf  at  this  prefent,  is  far 

*  unable  to  make  War  upon  any  Prince  of  that 

*  Eftate  which  her  Majefty  is  of,  having  loft,  as 

*  you  know,  many  Years,  by  the  Preaching  of  the 

*  Gofpel,  thofe  infinite  Revenues  which  he  was 

*  wont  to  have  out  of  England^  Scotland,  Germa- 
'  «j',  Switzerland^  Denmark,  and  others;  and  now 
'  out  of  France  and  the  Low-Countries \  fo  as  we 
'  are  to  think  that  his  Name  only  is  ufed,  and  all, 

*  or  the  moft  Part. of  the  Charge,  born  by  others. 
'  The   Queen   neverthelefs   by  the  Almigh:y 

*  Power  of  God  ftandeth  faft,  maugre  the  Pcpe 

*  and  all  his  Friends;    having  hitherto  rcfifted  all 

*  Attempts  againft  her,  to  her  great  Honour,  and 

*  their  great  Shame.     As, 

*  The  Rebellion  in  the  North  fupprefled  with- 

*  out  Effafion  of  Blood,  wherein  her  Majefty  may 

*  fay  as  Ccsjar  did,  Veni,  vidi,  vici ;    fo  expedite 

*  and  fo  honourable  was  the  Vidory  that  God  did 

*  give  her,  by  the  Diligence  and  Valour  of  thole 

*  noble  Men  that  had  the  Condudting  thereof. 

*  The  Enteipnze  of  James  Fttz-Morice  defeat-" 

*  ed,  and  himl'elf  flain. 

*  The  Italians  pulled  out  by  the  Ears  at  5w>-r 

*  tvich  in  Ireland,  and  cut  in  Pieces  by  the  notable 

*  Service  of  a  noble  Capiain  and  valiant  Soldiers. 

*  Neither  ihele  nor  any  other  'I'hreatnings  or 

*  Fears  of  Danger  hiuli,  or  doth  make  her  to  Itag- 

*  ger  or  relent  in  the  Caufe  of  Religion  ;  but  hke 
'  a  conftant  Chriftian  Princels,  fhe  ftill  holdeih  faft 

*  the  ProfefTion  of  the  Gofpel,  that  hath  fo  long 

*  upholden  .her,   and  made  us  to  live  in  Peace 

*  twentjf 
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twenty  two  Years  and  more  under-  her  moft  QueenEilzabethi 
gracious  Government,  free  from  thofe  Troubles  1581. 
that  our  Neighbours  have  felt ;  fo  as  this  now 
feemeth  to  be  our  prefent  State,  a  blefied,  peace- 
able, and  happy  Time,  for  the  which  we  are 
moll  bound  to  God,  and  to  pray  unto  him  for 
the  Continuance  thereof. 
'  But  yet  notwithftanding,  feeing  our  Enemies 
fleep  not,  it  behoveih  us  not  to  be  carelefs,  as 
though  all  were  pall ;  but  rather  to  think,  that 
there  is  but  a  Piece  of  the  Storm  over,  and  that 
the  greater  Part  of  the  Tempeft  remaineth  be- 
hind, and  is  like  to  fall  upon  us  by  the  Malice 
of  the  Pope,  the  moll  Capital  Enemy  of  the 
Queen  and  this  State,  the  Determinations  of  the 
Council  of  Trent,  and  the  CoiTibination  of  the 
Fope  with  other  Monarchies  and  Princes  devoted 
unto  Rome ;  alTuring  ourfelves  that  if  their  Pow- 
ers be  anfwerable  to  their  Wills,  this  Realm  fhall 
find  at  their  Hands  all  the  Miferies  and  Extremities 
that  they  can  bring  upon  it.  And  though  by  the 
late  good  Succefs  which  God  hath  given  in  Ire- 
land, thefe  lewd  and  malicious  Enterprizes  feem 
for  a  Time  to  be  as  it  were  at  a  Stand  ;  yet  let 
us  be  aflured,  that  neither  their  Attempts  upon 
Ireland,  neither  the  Mifchiefs  intended  againll 
Engla?id  will  ceafe  thus;  but  if  they  find  us  ne- 
gligent, they  will  be  ready  with  greater  Forces 
than  have  been  yet  feen.  The  certain  Determi- 
nation which  the  Pope  and  his  combined  Friends 
have  to  root  out  the  Religion  of  the  Gofpel  in 
all  Places,  and  to  begin  here  as  their  greatell  Im- 
pediment, is  Caufe  lufficient  to  make  us  the  more 
vigilant,  and  to  have  a  Wary  Eye  to  their  Doings 
and  Proceedings,  how  Imcothly  ioever  they  fpeak 
or  diiTcmble  their  Friendfliips  for  the  Time:  For 
let  us  think  furely,  that  ihey  have  joined  Hands 
together  againll  us ;  and  if  they  can,  they  will 
procure  the  Sp.irks  of  the  Flames  that  have  been 
fo  terrible  in  other  Countries,  to  fiy  over  into 
England,  and  to  kindle  as  great  a  Fire  here.  And 
as  the  Pope  by  open  Hollility,  as  you  fee,  hath 
Q,  2  '  iheweci 
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{hewed  himfelf  againft  her  Majefty  ;  fo  the  bet- 
ter to  anfwer  in  Time  the  Purpofes  that  he  hath 
fet  down  in  the  mean  Seafon  till  they  come  10 
Ripenefs,  he  hath  and  doth  by  fecret  Practi- 
ces within  this  Realm  leave  nothing  untried, 
emboldening  many  undutiful  Subjefls  to  Hand 
fall  in  their  Difobedience  to  her  Majefty  and  her 
Laws.  For  albeit  the  pure  Religion  of  the  Gof- 
pel  hath  had  a  free  Courfe,  and  hath  been  freely 
preached  now  many  Years  within  this  Realm  by 
the  ProtevHiion  of  her  Majefty 's  moft  Chriftian 
Government;  yet  fuch  have  been  the  Praftices 
of  the  Pope  and  his  fecret  Minifters,  as  the  obfti- 
nate  and  ftifF  necked  Papijf  is  fo  far  from  being 
reformed,  as  he  hath  gotten  Stomach  to  go  back- 
ward, and  to  (hew  his  Difobedience  not  only  in 
arrogant  Words,  but  alfo  in  contemptuous 
Deeds. 

'  To  confirm  them  herein,  and  to  increafe  their 
Number,  you  fee  how  the  Pope  hath  and  doth 
comfort  their  hollow  Hearts  with  Abfolutions, 
Difpenfations,  Reconciliation^,  and  fuch  other 
Things  of  Rome.  You  fee  how  lately  he  hath 
fent  hither  a  Sort  of  Hypocrites,  naming  them- 
felves  JeJuiieSf  a  Rabble  of  vagrant  Friers  newly 
fprung  up,  and  running  through  the  World  to 
trouble  the  Church  of  Godj  whofe  principal 
Errand  is  by  creeping  into  the  Houfes  of  Men  of 
Behaviour  and  Reputation,  not  only  to  corrupt 
the  Realm  with  falfe  Doctrine,  but  alfo  under 
that  Pretence,  to  ftir  up  Sedition,  to  the  Peril  of 
her  Majefty  and  her  good  Subjeds. 
*  How  thefe  Pradlices  of  the  Pope  have  wrought 
in  the  difobedient  Subjects  of  this  Land,  is  both 
evident  and  lamentable  to  confider.  For  fuch 
Impreffion  hath  the  Eftimaiion  of  the  Pope's  Au^ 
thority  made  in  them,  as  not  only  thofe  which 
from  the  Beginning  have  refufed  to  obey,  but 
many,  yea,  very  many  of  tliofe  which  divers 
Years  together  did  yield  and  conform  themfelves 
in  their  open  Adtions,  fithence  the  Decrees  of 
that  unholy  Council  of  Trent,  and  fithence  the 

*  Pub- 
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Publifliing  and  Denouncing  of  that  blafphemcus  Queen^lizabeth. 
Bull  againft  her  Majefty,  and  fithence  thofe  fe-  ^^^^' 
cret  Abfolutions  and  Reconciliations,  and  the 
fwarming  hither  of  a  Number  of  Popi/h  Priefts 
and  Mor\k\{h  J e/uites,  have  and  do  utterly  refufe 
to  be  of  our  Church,  or  to  refort  unto  our 
Preaching  and  Prayers.  The  Sequel  whereof 
mufl  needs  prove  dangerous  to  the  whole  State  of 
the  Common- wealth. 

'  By  this  you  fee  what  Caufe  we  have  juftly  to 
doubt  great  Mifchief  threatned  to  this  Realm  j 
and  therewith  you  may  eafily  fee  alfo  how  for 
the  preventing  and  withftanding  of  the  fame,  it 
behoveth  her  Majefly  not  only  to  provide  in 
Time  fufficient  Laws  for  the  continuing  of  this 
peaceable  Government  j  but  alfo  to  be  ready  with 
Forces  to  reprefs  all  Attempts  that  may  be  enter- 
prized  either  by  Enemies  abroad,  or  by  evil  Sub- 
jefts  at  Home.' 

'  What  Difference  there  is  between  the  Pope's 
perfecuting  Church,  and  this  mild  Church  of  the 
Golpel,  hath  been  feen  in  all  Ages,  and  efpecial- 
ly  in  the  late  Government  compared  with  the 
merciful  Time  of  her  Majefty's  Reign ;  the 
Continuance  of  which  Clemency  is  alfo  to  be 
wiftied,  fo  far  as  may  ftand  with  God's  Honour 
and  the  Safety  of  the  Realm:  But  when  by 
long  Proof  we  find,  that  this  favourable  and 
gentle  Manner  of  dealing  with  the  Difobcyers 
and  Contemners  of  Religion,  to  win  them  by  fair 
A^eans  if  it  were  poflible,  hath  done  no  good,  but 
hath  bred  in  them  a  more  arrogant  and  contemp- 
tuous Spirit,  fo  as  they  have  not  only  prefumed 
to  difobey  the  Laws  and  Orders  of  the  Realm, 
but  alfo  to  accept  from  Rome  fecret  Abfolutions, 
Reconciliations,  and  fuch  like;  and  that  by  the 
Hands  of  lewd  -Runagates,  Priefts  and  Jefuites, 
harbouring  and  entertaining  them  even  in  their 
Houfe^ :  thereby  fliewing  an  Obedience  to  the 
Pcpe,  by  their  Direction  alfo  nourifhing  and  train- 
inr^  up  their  Children  and  Kinsfolks,  not  only  at 
Home,  but  alfo  Abroad  in  the  Seminaries  of 
0,3  '  Popery  i 
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Popery ;  now  1  fay  it  is  Time  for  us  to  look, 
more  narrowly  and  ftridly  to  them,  left  as  they 
be  corrupt,  fo  they  prove  dangerous  Members 
to  many  born  within  the  Entrails  of  our  Com- 
mon-Wealth. 

*  And  feeing  that  the  Lenity  of  the  Time  and 
the  MUdnefs  of  the  Laws  heretofore  made,  are 
no  fmall  Caule  of  their  arrogant  Difobediencc, 
it  is  necefl'ary  that  we  make  a  Provifion  of  Laws 
more  ftridt  and  more  fevere ;  to  conftrain  them 
to  yield  their  open  Obedience,  at  the  leaft,  to 
her  Majefty  in  Caufes  of  Religion,  and  not  to 
live  as  they  lift,  to  ihe  perilous  Example  of 
others,  and  to  the  Encouraging  of  their  own 
evil  affeded  Minds :  But  if  they  will  needs  fub- 
mit  themfelves  to  the  Benedidion  of  the  Pcpe, 
they  may  feel  how  little  his  Curfes  can  hurt  us, 
and  how  little  his  Bleflings  can  fave  them  from 
that  Punifliment  which  we  arc  able  to  lay  upon 
them  ;  letting  them  alfo  find,  how  dangerous  it 
fhall  be  for  them  to  deal  with  the  Pope^  or  any 
thing  of  his,  or  with  thofe  Romi/b  Priefts  and 
ye/ui'tesi  and  therewith  alfo  how  perillous  it 
fliall  be  for  thofe  feditious  Runagates  to  enter 
into  the  Land,  to  draw  away  from  her  Majefty 
that  Obedience  which  by  the  L^ws  of  God  and 
Man  are  due  unro  her. 

*  This  then  is  one  of  the  Provifions  which  wc 
ought  to  lake  care  of  in  th's  Council,  whereby 
wc  may  both  enjoy  ftiil  that  h;ippy  Peace  we 
live  in,  and  the  Pope  take  the  lefs  BolJnefs  to 
trouble  u.s  by  any  Favour  he  flisll  find  here. 

*  7'iie  next  is  Provifion  of  Forces  luflicient  to 
anfwer  ai'.y  Violence  that  may  be  offered  eitlier 
here  or  abroad ;  for  the  which  you  know  it  h 
rcquif:tc  th„t  her  Majelly  do  make  Preparation 
both  by  Sea  and  by  Land. 

*  God  hath  placed  ihis  Kingdom  in  an  IHand 
environed  with  the  Sea  as  wiih  a  natural  ;.nd 
Itron^  Wail.  v.-i:creby  ux.  arc  n>-.r  fubject  10  ihofe 
fuddcn  Inv  ifiuns  which  otl'.er  Frontier  Countries 
be.     One  of  our  greateft  Defences  ftanding  by 

'  Sea, 


0/^  E  N  G  L  A  N  D.      247 

Sea,  the  Number  of  good  Ships  is  of  the  moft  Queen  Elizabeth. 
Importance  for  us.  What  the  Queen's  Navy  is,  1581. 
how  many  notable  Ships,  and  how  far  behind  is 
the  Navy  of  any  other  Prince,  is  known  to  all 
Men  J  and  therewith  alfo  it  may  be  eafily  confi- 
dered  how  great  Charges  be  incident  to  the 
fame. 

*  Neceflary  alfo  it  is,  that  her  Majefty  have  For- 
ces by  Land  fufficient  to  chaftife  the  Rebels  in 
Ireland,  and  to  reprefs  any  foreign  Attempts  ei- 
ther there  or  here.  For  which  Services  either 
by  Land  or  by  Sea,  her  Majefty  needeth  not  as 
other  Princes  are  fain  to  do,  to  entertain  necef- 
fiiry  Soldiers  of  Foreign  Countries  hardly  gotten, 
coftly  and  dangeroully  kept,  and  in  the  end, 
little  or  no  Service  done  them ;  but  may  bring 
fufficient  Forces  of  her  own  natural  Subjeds, 
ready  and  eafy  to  be  levied,  that  carry  with 
them  willing,  valiant,  and  faithful  Minds,  fuch 
as  few  Nations  may  eafily  compare  with.  But 
thefe  Forces  with  their  Furniture  and  Munition, 
can  neither  be  prepared  nor  maintained  to  have 
Continuance,  without  Provifion  of  Treafure  fuf- 
ficient to  bear  the  Charge,  being  as  you  know 
termed  of  old,  Nervui  Belli. 
'  This  belongeth  to  us  to  confider,  and  that  in 
Time  there  be  not  Lack  of  the  Sinews  that  muft 
hold  together  the  Strength  of  our  Body.  And 
becaufe  through  the  Malice  of  our  Enemies,  her 
Majefty  is  driven  to  keep  great  Forces  in  Irelandy. 
for  the  better  Supprefllng  of  that  Rebellion  to 
her  exceeding  Charge;  and  for  that  alfo  it  is  un- 
certain, how  fudden  and  how  great  other  At- 
tempts may  be ;  therefore  in  Reafon,  our  Supply 
of  that  Maintenance  ought  to  be  the  more,  efpe- 
cially  the  Wars  being  at  this  Day  fo  coftly  as  eve- 
ry Man  in  his  private  Expence  may  eafily  judge. 
But  left  that  peradventure  fome  may  judge,  that 
the  Contribution  granted  by  us  now  five  Years 
paft,  boih  frank'}'  and  dutifully,  might  fuffice 
for  manv  Year?  without  any  new  ;  I  dare  aflure. 
vou  for  the  Acquaintance  I  have  (though  I  be 
Q  4  ^'  ui> 
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unworthy)  with  thofe  her  Majefty's  AfFnirs,  that 
the  fame  hath  not  been  fufiicient  to  anfwer  the 
extraordinary  Charges  happen'd  fince  then,  efpe- 
cially  thofe  of /r^/(2;/</,  by  the  one  Half;  but  her 
Majefty  hath  fupplied  the  reft  out  of  her  own 
Revenues,  fparing  from  herfelf  to  ferve  the  Ne- 
ceflity  of  the  Realm,  and  thunning  thereby 
Loans  upon  Intereft,  as  a  moft  peftilent  Canker 
that  is  able  to  devour  even  the  States  of  Princes. 
Which  being  fo,  as  it  is  moft  true,  we  are  not 
to  think  upon  th^  Charge  that  is  paft,  but  the 
Good  we  have  received  by  it,  being  by  that  Pro- 
vifion  well  and  honourably  defended  againft  the 
Malice  of  our  Enemies.  And  therefore  confi- 
dering  the  great  Benefit  we  have  received  by  the 
laft  Payment,  being  eafily  raxed  and  eafily  born, 
whereby  we  have  kept  all  the  reft  in  Peace  ;  let 
us  as  provident  Counfellors  of  this  State,  prepare 
again  in  Time  that  which  may  be  able  to  with- 
ftand  the  MifchiefS  intended  againft  us.  To  do 
this  willingly  and  liberally,  our  Duty  to  our 
Queen  and  Country,  and  our  Safeties  move  us. 
The  Love  and  Duty  that  we  owe  to  our  moft 
gracious  Queen,  by  whofe  Miniftry  God  hath 
done  fo  great  Things  for  us,  even  fuch  as  be 
wonderful  in  the  Eyes  of  the  World,  ought  to 
make  us  more  careful  for  her  Prefervation  and 
Security  than  for  our  own.  A  Princefs  known 
by  long  Experience  to  be  a  principal  Patron  of 
the  Gofpel,  virtuous,  wife,  faithful,  juft,  un- 
fpotted  in  Word  and  Deed,  merciful,  temperate, 
a  Ma-.ntainer  of  Peace  and  Juflice  amongft  her 
People  without  refptdt  to  Perfons;  a  Queen  be- 
fides  of  this  noble  Realm,  our  Native  Country, 
renowned  of  the  World,  which  our  Enemies 
daily  gape  to  over  run,  if  by  Force  or  Sleight 
they  could  do  it:  For  Juch  a  Qi^icen  and  luch  a 
Coantp, ,  and  for  the  Defence  of  the  Honour 
and  Safety  of  them  b-)ih,  nothing  ought  to  be 
dear  unto  u  ,  ih.it  with  moft  willmg  Hearts  wc 
fhould  no:  fpend  and  aJveniure  freely. 

<  The 
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<  The  fame  L0V9  and  Duty  that  we  owe  to  our  Q^i^enEHzabeth. 

gracious  Sovereign,  and  to  this  our  Native  Coun-        *^  ** 

try,  ought  to  make  us  all  think  upon  the  Realm 

of  Ireland  as  upon  a  principal  iVIember  of  this 

Crown,  having  continued  fo  this  four  Hundred 

Years  or  more.     To  lofe  that  Land,  or  any 

Part  thereof,  which  the  Enemies  feek,  would 

not  only  bring  with  it  Diftionour,  but  alfo  prove 

a  Thing  moft  dangerous  to  England;  confidering 

the  Nearnefs  of   that  Realm  to  this,  and  the 

Goodnefsof  fo  many  notable  Havens  as  be  there. 

Again,  to  reform  that  Nation  by  planting  therein^ 

Religion  and  Juftice,    which  the  Enemies  labour 

to  interrupt,  is  moft  godly  and  necellary;    the 

Negleding  whereof  hath,  and  will  continue  that 

People  in  all  Irreligion  and  Diforder,  to  the  great 

Offence  of  God,    and  to  the  infinite  Charge  of 

*  this  Realm. 

'  Finally,  let  us  be  mindful  alfo  of  our  Safety, 
thereby  to  avoid  fo  great  Dangers,  not  feen  afar 
off,  but  imminent  over  our  Heads. 
'  The  Quietnefs  that  we  have  by  the  peaceable 
Government  of  her  Majefty,  doth  make  us  to 
enjoy  all  that  is  ours  in  more  Freedom  than  any 
^  Nation  under  the  Sun  at  this  Day:  But  let  not 
'  that  breed  in  us  a  carelefs  Security,  as  though  this 

*  clear  Sun-light  could  never  be  darkened  ;  but  let 
'  us  think  certainly  that  ibt-  Pope  and  his  Favour- 
'  ers  do  both  envy  our  Felicity,  and  leave  no  Prac- 

*  tice  unfoLight  to  overthrow  the  fame.     And  if 

*  any  Man  be  fo  dull  (as  I  truft  there  be  none  here) 

*  that  he  cannot  conceive  f he  Bleffedncfs  of  this  our 

*  golden  Peace,  except  'ie  fe!r  the  Lack  of  it;  let 
'  him  but  call  Isis  Eyes  over  the  Seas,  into  our 
'  Neighbour's  Counii- e?,    and  thr-re  behold  what 

*  Trouble  the  Pope  and  his  Minilters  have  ftirred 

*  againit  fuch  as  profels  die  (am;  Religion  of  Jefus 
'  Chriji  as  we  do  :     Ther  ■  he  may  rind  Depopu- 

*  lations  ?.nd  Dev^ftarib"'^  of  whole  Provinces  and 

*  Couiv  -ies ;  Ovt  -  r -jroWing,  Spoiling,  and  Sacking 
'  of  Cities  and  Towns;  Impr.lbiv.njj",  Ranfoming, 

*  and  Murthenngof  all  Kind  of  People  i    befides 

'  other 


^era  BiiKtbeth. 
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other  infinite  Calamities  which  the  Infolency  of 
War  doth  ufually  bring  with  it. 

*  From  thefe  God  in  his  Mercy  hath  delivered 
us;  but  this  neverthelefs  is  the  State  and  Condi- 
tion that  our  Enemies  would  fee  us  in,  if  by 
any  Device  they  could  bring  it  to  pafs ;  and  to 
that  End,  be  then  aflured,  they  will  fpare  no 
Cofl",  nor  leave  any  Means  unenayed. 

*  Therefore  to  conclude.  Seeing  the  Malice  of 
the  Pope  and  his  Confedeiates  are  fo  notorious 
unto  us,  and  Teeing  the  Dangers  be  fo  great,  fo 
evident  and  fo  imminent ;  and  feeing  that  Pre- 
parations to  withftand  them  cannot  be  made 
without  Support  of  the  Realm ;  and  feeing  that 
our  Duties  to  God,  our  Queen  and  Country, 
and  the  NecefTuy  that  han2.eth  upon  our  own 
Safe-guards,  be  Reafons  fufficient  to  perfuade  us ; 
let  us  think  upon  thefe  Matters  as  the  Weight  of 
them  dcferveih  ;  and  fo  provide  in  Time  both  by 
Laws  to  reftrain  and  correct  the  evil  afFecled  Sub- 
je6ls,  and  by  Provifion  of  that  which  (hall  be 
requifite  for  the  Maintenance  of  Forces,  as  our 
Enemies  finding  our  Minds  fo  willing,  and  our 
Hands  fo  ready  to  keep  our  Country  in  Order, 
and  to  furnifh  her  Majefty  with  all  that  (hall  be 
necefliiry,  may  either  be  difcouraged  to  attempt 
any  thing  againft  us,  or  if  they  do,  they  may 
find  fuch  Refiftance,  as  fliall  bring  Confufion  to 
themfelves,  Honour  to  our  moft  gracious  Queen, 
and  Safety  to  us  all.' 


Crrrmi 
dingly. 


^^.^  .,_  *  Mr.  Norton  purfued  the  fime  Admonition, 
'r-  and  required  the  Houfe  to  proceed  to  a  Manner  of 
executing  it;  which  in  his  Opinion  was  to  appoint 
all  the  Privy-Council  of  this  Houfc,  and  certain 
other  fit  Perlon?,  to  confuU  of  Bills  convenient  to 
be  framed  according  to  the  faid  Motion  to  be  pre- 
fented  to  the  Houfc;  which  Motion  alfo  was  well 
allowed,  and  Committees  appointed  to  meet  in  the 
Exchequer-Chamber  that  Afternoon  at  Two  of 
t!ie  Clr.ck,    tvcs     AH  the  Privy- Council  of  this 

Treafurer  of  the 
Cham- 


Jioufc,    Sir   Th:mas  /-Ln£:^c, 
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Chamber,    the  Matters  of   Requefts,    Sir  (?^'?''<g"^  Queen  Elizabeth. 

Cary,   Knight-Marflial,  Mr.  Fortefcue^  Matter  of         1581. 

the  Wardrobe,    Mr.    Recorder  of  London,    Mr. 

Serjeant  Firmer^  Mr.  Serjeant  Fleetiuood,  Sir  James 

Harrington,    Sir  IViWam  More,   Sir  Thsmas  Scott, 

Sir  John  Brociett^  Sir  Henry  Radclyffe^  Mr.  Teher- 

ton.    Sir  Henry  Gates,    Mr.  Hutton,    Sir  Philip 

Sidney,  Sir  i/(?;/r)'  Leigh,  Mr.  Woolley^  Sir  Thomas 

Shirley,  Sir  i/^«r>'  Knivett,  Mr.  Norton,  Mr.  /?/- 

derfey.   Sir  Rowland   Hayivard,    Mr.  Matthews, 

Sir  Robert  IVingfield,  Sir  Thomas  Porter^,  Sir  TT^o- 

z;/(75  Perrot,    Mr.  Jc/^«  Pr;V^,    Mr.  Ayhner,  Sir 

George  Speke,    Mr.  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower,    Sir 

Thomas  Cecill,     Sir  Arthur  Bqfjct,    Mr.  Crooke, 

Mr.  i?(j^^r;  IVroth,  Mr.  Edward  Lewkenor,  Mr. 

Thompfon,    Mr.  Layton,    Mr.   Edward  Stanhope, 

Mr.  C^^r/^;  Morrlfon,    Mr.  G/V^i-^r/  Ttf/<^^/,  Mr. 

Edward  Gary,  Mr.  P^i'^r  IVentworth,  Mr.  Sandys, 

Sir  Robert  Stapletcn,    Sir  Nicholas  St.  Leger,  Sir 

y<7OT^;  Mervin,   Sir  ffi/liam  Winter,    Sir  Edward 

Upton,    Mr.  Fabian  Phi/ipps,  Mr.  Edgecombe,  Sir 

/f^«r)'  TVoodkoufe,  Mr.  Peyton,  and  Mr.  Digby.' 

There  were  very  few  Debates  on  any  confiderable 
Points  this  Seffion ;  ihe  Bil]  for  a  Supply  being 
pafs'd  without  any.  There  ate  alio  many  Orders 
and  Regulations  relating  to  Elcdlions,  ^f.  but 
none  of  them  are  material  enough  for  our  Purpofe. 
The  Houlealfo  thought  fi:  to  petition  the  Queen, 
on  the  old  Score  of  making  fome  farther  Reforma- 
tion in  Religion.  Tut  this  was  touched  fo  ten- 
derly, in  the  Petition,  that  fhe  thought  fit  to 
give  them  a  favourable  Aufwer  to  it :  On  which 
the  Houfe  came  .o  a  Refolu'ion  to  take  no  more 
Notice  of  this  AfFau,  but  to  leave  it  to  the  Speaker, 
in  his  Speech  at  the  EnJ  of  the  Seflion,  to  recom- 
mend this  Reformation  to  her  Majefty,  as  he  thought 
proper. 

On  the  iSih  Day  of  March,  the  Queen  came 
to  the  Houfe  of  T.prdc,  'n  rhe  Afternoon,  when 
the  Speaker  of  the  CcmniOns,  ^4.  being  admitted, 
on  the  prefc;,itng  of  the  Bills  to  her  Majefty,  he 
iboke  to  thiS  si3zt\ ; 
■'    ■  ^  That 
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^'""j^"^'^'     '  ^^^^  ^he  chief  and  principal  Purpofe  in  ma- 
king  of  JLaws  did  confift  of  three  principal  Parts, 

The  Speaker's     ^°  ^''•»    ^^^  ^^^"^    ^*^'"  ^^^  ^^"^^  ^^^   fincerc  ServlcC 

Speech  to  the    and   Glorv  of  God ;    Secondly,    for   the  Surety 
Queen  on  pre-   and  Prefcrvation  of  her  Majefty's  moft  Roval  Per- 
STeRoyS  A^iSt.  ^<^"  ^  ^"^  Thirdly,  for  the  Good,  Quiet,  and  Bene- 
'fit  of  the  Common-Wealth  of  this  her  Highnefs*s 
Realm  and  Subjerts  of  the  fame  ;  afcribing  the  fin- 
cere  and  plentiful  Pre:iching  of  God's  Word,  with 
the  due  and  right  Ufe  of  Prayer  an  !  Admin;ftration 
cf  the  Sacraments,  and  the  true  Exercife  and  Dif- 
cipline  in  the  Churches,  to  be  the  ordinary  Means 
both  of  the  Advancement  of  God's  Glory,  her 
Majefty's  Safety,   and  of  her  Subjedls  Proiperity  j 
the  Dew  of  llie  Word  watering  and  bringing  forth 
in  all  good  Chriftian  Confciences,  the  true  Know- 
ledge and  Fear  of  God,  faithful  Love  and  due  O- 
bedience  unto  her  Majefty,   and  perfed\  Unity  in 
the    general  Society  of    this   Common- Wealth. 
And   the  Exercife  of  the  Sword  of  Difcipline  to 
cut  off,  reprefs  and  correft  all  Excefles  and  Errors 
tending  to  the  Impeachment  of  all  good  EfFeds 
aforefaid.     Declaring  further  unto  her  Highnels, 
that  her  Majefty's  Nobles  and  Commons  in  this 
prefent  Parliament  aflembled,  had  very  carefully, 
gravely,  and  dutifully  travelled  in  this  prefent  Sef- 
fion,  to  devife  and  ordain  good  and   wholfome 
Laws  for  thofe  Ends  and  Purpofes,  to  be  eftablifh- 
ed  and  allowed  by  her  Highnefs;    and  alfo,  fome 
other  good  and  neceflary  Laws,  as  well  for  the 
whole  State  of  the  Common-Wealth  in  general, 
as  for  the  private  Benefit  and  neceflary  Relief  of 
fundry  her  Majefty's  particular  go(xl  Subjedls:  And 
io  lecomiiending  all  the  fame  unto  her  Highnefs, 
and  efpecially  two  of  them,  whereof  one  doth  chief- 
ly and  principally  tend  to  the  Bridling  and  Reform- 
ing of  her  Majefty's  difobedicnt  and  obftinate  Sub- 
ject?, the  utter  Adverfarics  of  true  Religion,    and 
the  ni  'ft  "<  rnicious  and  dnngerous  Enemies  of  her 
Highneis's  moft  Royal  Pcrfon,  State  and  Govern- 
ment;   the  fecond,  for  the  due  Maintenance  and 
Prcfervation  of  her  Majelly's  Honour,  good  Fame 

and 
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and  Dignity ;  humbly  befought  her  Majefty  to  give  QyeenEn^.bejh. 
Life  unto  all  the  faid  Laws  by  her  Royal  Aflent.  1581. 
And  then  yielding  unto  her  Highnefs  moft  humble 
Thanks,  in  the  Name  of  the  whole  Houfe,  for  her 
Majefty's  moft  gracious  Acceptation  of  their  moft 
humble  Petition  unto  her  Highnefs  for  Reformation 
of  fome  Abufes  yet  remaining  in  the  Church;  and 
moft  humbly  renewing  the  fpeedy  Confideration 
thereof  unto  her  Majefty's  good  Remembrance  at 
her  good  Will  and  Pleafure,  did  further  moft  hum- 
bly befeech  her  Highnefs,  in  the  Name  and  Behalf 
of  the  whole  State  of  the  Commons  of  her  Realm, 
that  her  Majefty  would  (at  their  moft  humble  Suit, 
the  rather)  have  a  vigilant  and  provifdent  Care  of 
the  Safety  of  her  moft  Royal  Perfon,  againft  the 
malicious  Attempts  of  fome  mighty  foreign  Enemies 
Abroad,  and  the  trairerous  Pradlices  of  moft  un- 
natural dilbbedient  Subjefls  both  Abroad  and  at 
Home,  envying  the  blefled  and  moft  happy  and 
quiet  Government  of  this  Realm  under  her  High- 
nefs ;  upon  the  Thread  of  whofe  Life  only,  next 
under  God,  dependeth  the  Life  and  whole  State 
and  Stay  of  every  hergood  and  dutiful  Subjefts.' 

'  And  withal,  that  it  might  pleafe  her  Highnefs 
to  have  fuch  good  Care  and  Regard  generally  for 
the  Maintenance  of  Mariners,  and  of  Naviga- 
tion, the  very  Strength  and  Walls  of  her  Ma- 
jefty's Realms  and  Dominions,  as  may  feem  moft 
Convenient  unto  her  Highnefs's  moft  godly  Wif- 
dom  from  Time  to  Time.  And  fo  declaring, 
that  her  Majefty's  Nobles  and  Commons,  having 
had  Confideration  of  her  Highnefs's  great  Charges 
many  Ways  for  Defence  of  her  Realms  and  Peo- 
ple againft  foreign  Enemies,  and  rebellious  Sub- 
jedls,  both  already  employed,  and  hereafter  to  be 
employed,  have  granted  unro  her  Highnefs  one 
Subfidy^  and  two  Fifteenths  and  Tenths,  which 
they  befought  her  Highnefs  to  accept  in  good  Part 
according  to  their  humble  Duties ;  and  gave  her 
Majefty  moft  humble  Thanks  for  her  Highnefs's 
moft  gracious,  general  and  free  Pardon.' 

■'  Which 
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Queen  Elizabeth.      '  Which  done,    the  Lord  Chancellor  by  her 
1581.        Majefty's  Commandment,    anfwering  very  excel- 
lently and  briefly  the  Parts  of  Mr.  Speaker's  Ora- 
tion, did  amongft  other  Things  deliver  her  Ma- 
Thc  Lord  Chan- jefty's  moft  hearty  Thanks  unto  both  Houfes,  for 
ecUor's  Anfwer.  j^eir  great  and  good  Care  for  the  Safely  of  her 
Highncfs's  Perfon,  and  alio  of  her  Honour,  good 
Fame  and  Dignity;  not  yet  comprehending  with- 
in thofe  general  Thanks,    fuch  Members  of  the 
Houfe  of   Commons   as  have   this   Seffion   dealt 
more    ralhly    in    fome  Things  than  vi^as  fit  for 
them  to  do ;    and  giving  them  withal  like  hearty 
Thanks  for  the  faid  Contribution  of  a  Subfidy  and 
two  Fifteenthi  and  Tenths^    in  that  it  was  granted 
as  willingly  and  frankly,  and  alfo  as  largely  and 
amply,  and  to  be  anfwered  as  fpeedily,  as  any  other 
like  ever  hath  been  ;    taking  the  fame  in  as  good 
Part  as  if  it  had  been  to  her  own  private  Ufe  j 
where  in  very  deed  it  is  to  be  employed  to  the  ge- 
neral .Service  and  Benefit  of  the  whole  Realm.* 
'  Then  giving  her  Royal  Aflent  to  fifteen  public 
and  fifteen  private  B.lls,  (among  which  was  one 
for  theReftitution  in  Blood  of  Philip^  Earl  of  Arun- 
dele^   elded  Son  to  the  late  Duke  of  Norfolk)    the 
Lord  Chancellor  prorogued  the  Parliament  to  the 
24th  of  JpriL' 

We  have  now  another  Chain  of  Adjournments, 

from  Time  to  I'ime,  of  the  fame  Parliament,  for 

three  Years  more.     During  this,  except  the  Affair 

of  the  ftill  imprifon'd  Queen  of  Scots  which  will 

be  treated  of  in  the  Sequel,  there  is  nothing  to  our 

Purpofe.     The  Prorogations  ri|cceeded  one  another 

in  this  Order:     From 

J.  R.  23,  Apr.zd^thlo 

May  'i()th, 

June  \itb. 

June  z%th. 

July  z-jih, 

Aug.   lid. 

Oclr.  ith. 

24,  Kcv.  iA,th. 

Dci.  ^th. 


J. 

R. 

Jan. 

i^th. 

Feb. 

1 2th. 

Mar. 

,  nth. 

Apr. 
May 

oar 

ztth. 

26th. 

.  iQth. 

25 

,  N,v. 
Jan. 
Apr. 

loth. 

24. 
19?/;. 
On 

Of    ENGLAND.       ^33 

On  which  laft  mentionedDay,  April  19th,  i583,QueenElis!abeth, 
the  Parliament  being  met,  the  Lord  Chancellor  de-  '^^s- 
livered  a  Commidion  from  the  Queen,  directed 
to  himfelf,  and  many  of  the  Peers,  to  the  Clerk 
of  Parliament  to  be  read.  By  which  Commiflion, 
which  is  very  long,  including  the  Dates  of  all 
the  Prorogations  from  the  firft  Seflion  of  this  Par- 
liament, they  were  authorized  to  dilTolve  it.     Ac-  T^.^r^ST"!' 

,  /.      1-,     ,-  j-n-  1       1        r         •    at  laft,  diflolv  d, 

cordmgly,  this  Parliament  was  diliolved,  after  it  after  Eighteen 
had  fubfifted,  in  a  very  unufual  Manner,  very  near  more  Proroga- 
elcven  Years.  ''°"'- 

The  unhappy  Queen  of  5^/^  had  now  been  a 
Prifoner  in  England  fifteen  Years,  under  the  Cuf- 
tody  of  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury^  at  Sheffield-Man- 
nor,  \u  Torkjlnre ;  but  was,  about  this  Time,  taken 
from  thence  and  put  under  the  Cuftody  of  Sir 
Jmias  Pawlet  and  Sir  Dreue  Drury,  at  Fotheringhay 
Cajlk  in  NorthainptovfrAre.  Mary  had  oftentimes 
reprefented  the  Hardlhip  of  this  Imprifonment  to 
her  Kinfwoman  Elizabeth,  but  never  more  pathe- 
tically, than  in  a  long  Letter  (lie  wrote  to  her, 
dated  at  Sheffield^  Nov.  8.  1582.  Cambden  hath 
given  us  an  Abftiad  of  this  Letter  from  the  Ori- 
ginal French,  [q)  in  which  the  poor  Prifoner  hath 
reprefented  her  miferable  Cafe,  in  Words  that  would 
move  a  Heart  of  Adamant.  Our  Author  fays, 
that  Elizabeth  was  fenfibly  touched  with  this  Let- 
ter ;  and  that  fhe  and  her  Council  had  agreed  on 
feme  Terms,  on  which  Mary,  might  not  only  be 
releafed,  but  reftored  to  her  Kingdom,  and  have  a 
Share  in  the  Government  with  her  Son.  One 
Article  of  which  was,  that  Mary  {hould  forbear 
to  claim  any  Right  to  the  EngH/l)  Crown,  during 
Queen  Elizabtth's  Life  ;  and  afterwards,  be  con- 
tent to  refer  the  Title  of  Succeflion  to  the  Judg- 
ment of  an  Engiijl)  Parliament.  But  all  this  came 
to  nothing;  the  unhappy  Politics  of  both  King- 
doms, at  that  Time,  of  which  'Prote/la?itifm  was 
the  Bafis,  made  it  abfoluttly  ntcelTary  that  this 
Popj/})  Qvieen  fhould  not  only  be  kept  a  Prifoner, 
but  even  facrificed  for  us  Security. 

As 

(q)  Kinv.st\  riiftory  cf  England,  Vd.  II,  Page  4S9. 
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Queen  Elizabeth,  As  to  foreign  Affairs,  the  growing  Greatnefs  of 
1585.  Spain  was  now  to  be  dreaded ;  the  Pope,  the  Cardi- 
nalSf  and  all  the  Italian  Princes,  were  in  thatlrite- 
reft.  The  Hoafe  of  Jujiria,  alfo,  was  linked  to 
it ;  add  to  this,  the  late  Acquilition  of  Portugal, 
with  the  immenfe  Riches  of  Mexico  and  Peru, 
m:x6ePhil!p  far  more  powerful  and  formidable  than 
ever  his  Father  Charles  V.  was.  And,  lince  now 
that  JVilUam  Prince  of  Orange  and  Francis  Duke 
of  Anjou  were  both  dead,  if  he  fhould  once  re- 
duce the  Netherlands  under  his  Power,  all  the 
Princes  in  Chrijlendom  muft  fubmit  to  Spain,  and 
to  an  univerfal  Monarchy,  (r) 

Whilft  Things  were  in  this  Situation  Abroad, 
Queen  EHzabeth  thought  proper  to  call  a  new  Par- 
liament at  Home,  the  Exigences  of  the  Times 
requiring  it.  Writs  were  fent  out  for  one  to  meet 
at  Wejiminjier^  on  the  23d  Day  of  November,  in 
the  27th  Year  of  this  Reign,  {s') 

The  Journals  of  the  Lords  are  now  a  little  more 
'^""°i585?'  ^^'  particular  in  the  Recital  of  tlieir  daily  Proceedings, 
At  Weftminfter.  than  of  late  Years.     We  are  told  that,   on  the 
Meeting,    the  Lord  Chancellor,   Bromley,  opened 
the  Caufe  of  the  Summons,  by  the  Queen's  Com- 
mand, being  feated  on  the  Throne,  in  a  ftiort,  bur 
accurate  Speech  for  that  Purpofe.  [t)     The  Re- 
ceivers and  Tryers  of  Petitions,  according  to  an- 
tient  Cultom,  being  appointed,  in  French,  the  next 
Day  the  Commons  prefented  John  Puckering  Efq; 
John  Puckering,  Serjeant  at  Law,  to  the  Queen,  :or  ibcir  Speaker, 
Eiq;   eieaed      vv'ho,  with   the  ufual  Ceremonies,   was  admitted. 
No  particular  Speechts  bc:ing  entered,    in  either 
JournaU  at  the  Mef  ling  01  this  Parhament. 

On  the  2ift  of  December^  the  Queen  by  her 
Letters  Paients>  adjourned  the  Parliament  to  the 


(r)  About  this  Time  the  O  j^ecn  publiflied  a  Declaration  of  the 
Caufes  moving  her  to  give  AiJ,  r  r  the  Dpf^nce  of  the  I'eoplt;  zSfAz- 
ted  and  opprefTed  in  tlie  Low  Countries,  See  Canibden  in  ylppendice. 
Page  654. 

(j)  Diigddle  has  emitted  thi .  Summons. 

[t]  brn/it  (nam  ita  imferttum  erat)  fed  tcnrata  Pertrj' 

tione. 
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4th  of  February  following,  pn  account  of  Chriji-  Queen  Eii«abetfi. 
mafs  Holy-Days.  '  ^585. 

Two  Days  before  the  faid  Adjournment  hap- 
pened, a  remarkable  Bill  was  fent  up  by  the 
Commons,  entitled,  A  Bill  againfl  Jesuits, 
Seminary  Ptiejis,  and  other  fuch  difobedient  Perfons. 
On  the  firft  Day  of  their  Meeting,  after  the  Ad- 
journment, this  Bill  was  reaflumed;  and  on  the  firft 
Reading  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  was  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  four  Bifhops  and  nine  Temporal 
Lords.  tVe  hear  no  more  of  this  Bill  till  March 
the  lothi  when  a  Conference  was  defired  by  the 
lower  Houfe  with  fome  of  the  Lords  about  it. 
On  the  fame  Day  another  was  fent  up  with  this 
Title,  An  A£l  for  the  Security  of  her  Majefly's 
mojl  Royal  Perfin,  and  continuing  the  Realm  in 
Peace. 

March  i$thy  the  Jefuits's  Bill  palTed  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  with  fome  Amendments,  agreed  to  by  both  ifuifs'^s''^^"^* 
Houfes,  and  afterwards  became  a  Statute  («).     By  jy  Priefts/& ™" 
it  was  enafted,    *  That  they,  and  all  other  Popijh 

*  Priefts,  (hould  depart  the  Realm  within  forty 
'  Days.     That  ihole  who  fhould  afterwards  return 

*  into  the  Kingdom,  fliould  be  guilty  of  High- 
'   Treafon.     That  he,   who   fhall   wittingly   and 

*  willingly  harbour,  relieve,  and  maintain  them, 
'  (hould  be  guilty  of  Felony ;    That  thofe  Englijh 

*  who  were  brought  up  in  Seminaries  Abroad,  if 

*  they  returned  within  fix  Months  after  Notice 

*  given,    and   fubmitied  not   themfelVes   to  the 

*  Queen,  before  a  Bifhop  or  two  Juftices,  they 
'  fliould  be  guilty  of  High-'treafon.     And  if  any^ 

*  fo   fubmitting   themielves,    fliould  within    ten 

*  Years  approach  the  Queen's  Court,  or  come 

*  within  ten  Miles  thereof,  their  Submiilion  fhould 
'  be  void.     Th.t  they,  who  by  any  Means  what- 

*  foever,  fhould  fend  or  convey  oyer  any  Money 
'  to  Students  in  fuch  Seminaries,  fliould  incur  the 
'  Penalty  ot  a  Pramutiire  {:<).     That  if  any  of 

*  the  Peers  of  the  R.ralm,    Dukes,   MarquiiTes, 
Vol.  IV.  R  *  Vif- 

fui  Calden  in  Kennet,  Page  563. 

(i)  That  is  perpetual  ExUe  and  Lofs  of  *\\  their  GgedS; 
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QueenEiirabeih.'  Vifcounts,  OF  Barons  of  Parliament,  (hould  of- 
1585.       '  fend  againft  thefe  Laws,  he  (hould  be  brought  to 

*  his  Trial  by  his  Peers.    That  if  any  fhould  know 

*  of  any  luch  y^//V5,  or  other  Priefts,  above  faid, 

*  lurking  within  the  Realm,  and  fhould  not  difco- 

*  ver  them  within  twelve  Days,  he  fhould  be  fined 

*  and  imprifoned  at  the  Queen's  Pleafurc.     That 

*  if  any  Man  (hould  be  fulpedled  to  be  a  'Jefiiit  or 
'  Prieft,  aforefaid,  and  not  fubmit  himfelf  to  Exa- 

*  mination,  he  (hould,  for  his  Contempt,  be  im- 

*  prifoned  lillhcdid  fubmit.     That  he  who  fliouid 

*  ienJ  his  Children,  or  any  others,  to  Seminaries 

*  and  Colleges  of  the  Fcp'ijh  Profefllon,  (hould  be 

*  fined  one  Hundred  Pounds  EngVtJh  Money :  And 

*  that  thofe,  who  were  (o  lent  thither,  (hould  not 

*  fucceed  as  Heirs,  nor  enjoy  any  Eftates,  which 
<  (hould  any  Way  fall  to  them;    ihe  like  for  all 

*  fuch  as  (hould  not  return  Home  from  the  faid  Se- 
'  minaries,  within  a  Year,  unlefs  they  did  conform 

*  themfclves  to  the  Church  of  England.  That  if 
'  the  Wardens  or  Officers  of  the  Ports  (hould  per- 
'  mit  any  other*^,  beF.des  Seamen  or  Merchants,  to 

*  crofs  the  Seas,  without  Licence  from  the  Queen 

*  or  fix  Privy-Counfc-liorc,  they  (hould  be  put  out 

*  of  their  Places ;    and  the  Mafters  of  fuch  Ships 

*  as  carried  them,  fnould  forfeit  their  Ships  and 

*  Goods,  and   fuft'er  Imprifonment  for  a  whole 

*  Year.' 

It  muft  be  allow'd  that  the  Policy  of  this  Adl 
is  worthy  the  Contrivance  of  a  Cecil  and  a  ll^al- 
fingham  ;  the  two  principal  Minifters  of  this  Reign. 
By  it,  Popery  was  not  only  eradicated  and  dnven 
out  of  the  Kingdom,  but  every  Cranny  ftopp'd 
up  to  prevent  its  Return.  Camhden  informs  us 
that  the  Bill  met  wiih  no  Onnofition,  in  cither 
Houfe,  bur,  only,  from  one  Member  of  the  Com- 
mons. Tiiis  Man's  Name  was  IVMiam  Parry,  a 
IVelchman^  and  a  Civilian  ;  who,  p-leading  againft 
it,  faid,  that  //  ivas  a  crnely  b!o'-j(iy  and  dejperate 
Law^  and  tvould  he  of  femicious  CorJequence  to  the 
Engli(h  Nation.  Being  deilred  10  fhew  his  Reafons, 
he  obftinately  refukd,    unlefs  it  was  before  the 

Queen's 


0/    E  N  G  L  A  N  D.      2S9 

Queen's  Council.  Upon  this  he  was  taken  into  Qii«n  Elizabeth. 
Cuftody  ;  but,  his  Rea/bns  being  afterwards  heard,  ^^^^' 
and  Submiflion  made,  he  was  admitted  again  into 
the  Houfe.  Tho%  this  zealous  Man  had  better  have 
held  his  Tongue ;  for,  very  foon  after,  he  was  ac- 
cufed  of  being  in  a  Plot  to  fubvert  the  Govern- 
ment, and  take  away  the  Qi^ieen's  Life;  was 
found  guilty  and  executed,  as  a  Traitor  for  it,  be- 
fore the  Palace- Gate  at  Wefttninfler,  whillt  the 
Parliament  was  yet  fitting  (y). 

Another  llrong  Bulwark  was  framed  this  Par- 
liament, for  Support  of  the  prefent  Government; 
and  that  v/as  a  Bill  mentioned  before,  for  the 
Surety  of  the  Qtieen's  Royal  Perfon,  and  the  Con- 
tinuance of  Peace  in  the  Realm.  This  was  a 
Stroke,  aimed,  direftly,  at  the  Queen  of  Scots  and 
her  Title,  and  whoever  durft  attempt  to  fet  it  up. 
It  was  read  a  third  Time  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
and  paffed,  March  the  I'^th;  and  by  it  an  AJfocia- 
tion,  as  it  is  here  called,  was  eftablifhed ;  the  firft 
of  this  Kind  we  have  yet  met  with.  Thereby  it 
was  enaded, 

*  That  Twenty  four,  or  more,  of  the  Privy-  ^n  ^a  for  the 

*  Council  and  Houfe  of  Lords,    to  be  deputed  by  (Wn's  Iperfor;! 

*  the  Qiieen's  Commifllon,  fhould  make  Inquifition 
'  after  all  inch  as  fhould  invade  the  Kingdom,  raife 

*  Rebellion,  or  attempt  to  hurt  or  dellroy  the 

*  Qiieen's  Perfon,  for  or  by  whomfoever  em- 
'  ployed  that  might  lay  Claim  to  the  Crown  of 

*  England.     And  that  the  Perfon,  for  whom  or 

*  by  whom  they  fhould  attempt  the  fame,  fhould 

*  be  utterly  uncapable  of  any  Title  to  the  Crown, 

*  be  deprived  wholly  of  all  Right  to  it,  and  pro- 
'  fecuted  to  Death  by  all  faithful  Subjeds;     if  the 

*  Perfon  fhould  be  judged,  by  thefe  Twenty  four 

*  Men,  to  be  guilty  oi  fuch  Rebellion,  Tnvafion, 
'  or  rre.:fonable  Attempt,  and  by  publick  Procla- 
'  raation  fo  declared.' 

Thefe  fevere  Lav,'.?,  which  hov/ever,  hysCamb- 

den^  the  Neceflides  of  the  Times  required,  drove 

R  2  the 

(y)  S?e  Camhdcn,  Page  501,  Gfr,  Alfo,  a  long  Account  of  tliis 
Confpitacy  ana  Parr  's  Confcflion,  cff.  in  Ihllingjhead^i  Chron'rJr, 
from  Page  1384.,  to  1395. 
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Queen EU»abeth.t^e  CathoHcs  hcrc  to  verv  great  Straits;  many 
X585.  of  them  ftole  out  of  the  Kingdom  ;  and,  if  the 
Laws  had  been  put  in  full  Execution  againft  them, 
in  all  Probability,  v;e  (hould  not  have  had  one  an- 
tient  Popijh  Family  refiding  in  it  at  this  Day.  But, 
afterwards,  when  thiir Sovereign  was  taken  off.  Mat- 
ters went  eafier  with  them,  and  they  were  fuf- 
fered  to  live  unmolefted  for  the  reft  of  this  Reign. 
But,  there  was  then  another  Party  in  the  King- 
dom whom  it  was  necefTary  to  guard  againft,  and 
that  was  the  Puritans :  The  Queen  was  very  well 
acquainted  with  their  Principles;  but  the  nobler 
Game  of  Pcpery^  being  then  in  full  Cry  to  hunt 
down,  thefe  were  tolerated  becaufe  they  readily 
joined  in  the  Purfuit.  And  many  of  the  Members 
having  imbib'd  their  Tenets,  which  the  Queen  her- 
felf,  in  her  Speech,  at  the  End  of  this  Semon,  calls 
ISew-fanglednefs^  a  Bill  was  propoled  and  pafs'd 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  plainly  tending  to  re- 
form the  Church,  much  further  than  it  bad  hither- 
to been  carried. 

How  long,  or  what  Debates  had  been  in  that 
Houfe  about  this  Bill,  will  beft  appear  in  their 
Journal  f  for  it  was  not  till  the  latter  End  of  this 
Seflion  that  it  was  lent  up  to  the  Lords,  where  we 
find  it  under  this  broken  Title,  Die  Martis  28* 
Martii,  Hcdie  allata  eji  a  Dom.  Com, 

*  An  Ad of  a  Statute  made 

*  Anno  13.  of  the  Queen's  Majeftv's  Reign,  enti- 
ReLrma'i^mln'' '  ^'^d,  An  Ad  to  reform  certain  Diforders  touch- 
thc  Church.       *  ing  iVlinifters  of  the  Church,     ^cs  prima  Vice 
'  hiiaeji: 

What  the  Blank  was  to  be  filled  up  with  is  left 
to  the  Reader's  Judgment ;  but  fince  it  was  quafh- 
ed  at  tiie  fiift  Reading  in  ihis  Hcule,  for  it  is  not 
mentioned  aciun,  it  is  }'robable  the  Title  was  left 
fo  blind,  in  order  to  diiguiie  it  to  Pcfterity.  The 
At\  made  in  the  I3rh  Year  of  this  Reign,  for  Re- 
forming Abufes  in  the  Church,  is  explained  before  in 
the  Courle  of  this  Volume  (y.)  It  was  then  made 
againll  the  Puritans  y  but  now  ihey  thought  they 

had 

fj)  Sec  before  Page  loi. 


Of    ENGLAND.      i6i 

had  Power  enough  to  turn  it  againft  the  Church.  Q^ggnEii^^,^^,^ 
Mr.  Cambdens  own  Account  of  this  Attempt  will       15X5. 
bell  juftify   the   Aflertion.     This  Author  writes 
that  (2:) 

*  In  this  Parliament  feme  there  were,  who,  out 
of  a  Defire,  either  of  Innovation  or  Reforma- 
tion, ftruck  deeply  at  the  Ecclefiaftical  Order, 
though  the  Qiieen  had  forbid  it.  By  bringing  in 
of  Bills  for  reflraining  the  Epifcop>al  Jurifdidion 
in  granting  of  Faculties;  in  conferring  holy  Or- 
ders; in  Ecclefiaftical  Cenfures,  and  in  the  Oath 
ex  Officio.  Propofing  a  new  Oath  to  be  taken  by 
theBifhops  in  the  Chancery  and  the  King't. Bench, 
viz.  that  they  fhould  adl  nothing  contrary  to  the 
common  Law  of  England.  They,  alio,  requi- 
red Refidence  from  the  Clergy,  that  every  Mini- 
ftcr  {hould  be  refioent  at  his  own  Cure ;  and  ex- 
claimed againft  the  Church  of  England  as  if  it 
was  deftittJte  of  able  and  learned  Pallors,  which, 
without  Doubt,  had  more  learned  Paftors,  at 
this  Prefent,  than  any  other  Age  or  any  other 
Reformed  Church  could  (hew.  But  the  Queen, 
who  had  a  high  Efteem  for  moderate  Church- 
men, mifliked  Innovators,  as  always  chang- 
ing for  the  worfe,  as  tending  to  overthrow  her 
Prerogative,  and  the  Supreme  Authority  granted 

to  her  in  Ecclefiaftical  Matters.* -Thus 

'ar  the  Hiflorian  of  this  Reign. 

On  the  ly.h  of  March.,  the  Commons  fent  up 
a  Grant  of  a  Supply  to  her  Majefty,  confifting  of 
one  entire  &ubfidy,  which  was  Two  Shillings  and  a  S\JdM)\ 
Eight  Pence  on  Goods,  and  Four  Shillings  on 
Lands,  according  to  Stoiue  [a) ;  and  two  Fifteenths 
and  'Tenths.  On  the  fecond  Reading,  the  Lords 
drop'd  the  Tenths ;  and  it  was  palled  fo  by  the  prin- 
ted Statutes.  An  Aft  for  a  Subfidy  of  fix  Shillings 
in  the  Pound,  from  the  Clergy,  to  be  paid  in  three 
Years,  was,  ahb,  confirmed  this  Seflion. 

There  are  alfo  feveral  7>yals,  on  Appeals,  enter- 

-^d  m  the  Lord's  Jiurnah.,  but  none  of  rhem  to 

R  3  our. 

(z.)  Carr.lder,  in  K.nr.et,  Page   503. 
■  a)  Stccc^i  Chrcn.  Page  702. 
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queen  Elizabeth,  our  Purpofc  Nor  is  there  .any  Thing  elfe  material 
1585.       to  the  hft  Day  of  the  Seflion,  which  we  (hall  poft- 
pone  to  fee  what  the  Commons  were  doing» 

The  firft  Bill  of  Moment  read  in  that  Houfe, 
was,  for  the  better  and  more  reverertd  Obfervance 
A  Bill  for  the  of  ^^^  Sabbath-Day.  Ncv.  27/^,  this  Bill  was 
better  obferva- Committed  to  3  large  Number  ot  Members,  there 
tion  of  the  Sab-  named,  to  confider  of  it;  who,  we  find,  framed  a  . 
**^^*  new  one,  which  was  read  ;    but  did  not  pafs  the 

two  Houfes  without  much  Difpute  and  great  Dif- 
ficulty ;    Amendments  upon  Amendments  being, 
added  to  it. 

Nov.  2Siht  Sir  Ifalter  Mildmy,  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  taking  Occafion  to  fpeak  of  the 
fudden  Calling  of  this  Parliament,  at  fuch  an  un- 
feafonable  Tirne  of  the  Year,  and  the  Likelihood 
of  the  (hort  Continuance  of  it,  did  thereupon  de- 
clare the  fame  to  be  called  for  very  urgent  and  ne- 
ceflary  Cau fes. 

Sir  Chrijiopher  Hat  ton,  Vice-Chamberlain  of  her 
Majefly's  Houfliold,  fpake  next ;  and,  as  it  feems, 
much  to  the  fame  Effect  as  the  Chancellor  j  but 
both  thefe  Sf)eeches  are  omitted  in  the  Journals, 
though  they  lafted  above  two  Hours.  At  the  End 
of  which  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  confider 
of  a  Supply. 

Notwiihllanding  the  Queen's  Injundlions  to  the 
contrary,  yet  this  Houle  could  not  forbear  to  enter 
ftiU  deeper  into  Religious  Matters ;  and  on  Decern. 
i^ih,  ihrte  Petitions  were  lead  touching  the  Liber- 
ty of  golly  Preachers,  to  exercile  and  continue 
their  Miniitry  ;  and  alio,  ibr  the  fpecdy  Supply  of 
able  aiiJ  fufhcienc  Men  into  divers  Places,  now 
ucilitute  of  the  ordinary  Means  of  Salvation.  But 
thoug,Ii  'he  farLher  Proceedings  in  this  were  de- 
ferred to  a  more  convenient  Time  by  the  Houfe, 
yet,  one  Dr.  Turner  role  up  and  put  the  Houfe  in 
Alind  of  a  H'll  with  a  H  ck  which  he  had  clfcred 
i(<  them  ;  aiui,  :!S  he  faiti,  \\.\?-  Bill  and  I'cok  being 
framed  by  C(  rirdn  godly  arid  learned  Miiiifters, 
tt-nding,  as  he  conce.ved,  tu  the  Gloty  of  Gcd, 
i.'iC  Safety  of  her  Majcliy,    and  the  Good  of  the 

Com- 
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Common-Wealth;  therefore  prayed  that  it  might  QueenEHzabeth. 

be  read.     To  this,  Sir  Francis  Knolles  replied,  but        is^s* 

in  hv^  Words ;  and  afrer  him  Sir  Chrijlopker  Hatton 

more  largely;    who  prelled  and  moved  the  Houfe 

fo  much  therein,  that  it  was  at  length  refolved  that 

the  faid  Bill  and  Book  fliouM  not  oe  read.     And,  as 

to  all  nccefiary  Liberty  to  the  aforefaid  Minifters, 

or  a  Supply  of  able  Men  in  Places  that  wanted,  it 

was  not  doubted  but  that  her  Majelly  would  take 

fome  Ipeedy  Order  about  them.     Then  Sir  Cljr'ifio- 

pher  Hatton  moved  that  for  the  better  and  more 

fpeedy  Expedition  of  other  great  Matters  now  in 

Hand,  the  Houfe  would  proceed  to  the  Reading 

of  a  Bill,  la'^ely  finifhed,  fc.r  the  Safety  and  Pre- 

fervation  of  the  Q^ieen's  Royal  Perfon.     And  the 

rather   becaufe   he  conceived    they   would  fliort- 

ly  be  adjourned  till  after  C'JriJ}?naJs.' 

By  fuch  Evafions  as  thefe,  the  Courtiers  found 
Means  to  prevent  the  zealous  Part  of  the  Houfe 
from  going  upon  Matters  fo  very  difagreeable  to 
the  Queen. 

But,  being  prevented  in  this,  their  Zeal  was  the 
more  turned  to  the  utter  Extirpation  of  Popery  out  of 
the  Kingdom.  The  Bill  againft  Jefuits,  Seminary 
Priefts,  and  fuch  like  difobedient  Subjedls  was  carri- 
ed through  this  Houfe  wi:h  great  Vigour.  It  palled 
with  little  or  no  Oppofition,  but  from  Dr.  Parry ^ 
mentioned  before.  The  Jourfials  of  the  Com- 
mons are  more  particular,  than  i\\e  HlJIorian  before 
quoted,  about  this  Aftair,  which  we  fliall  give  in 
their  own  Words  as  follows; 

*  The  Bill,  upon  the  Reading,  pafTed  the  Houfe 
with  little  or  no  Argument,   except  it  v/ere  from  Dr,  Parry  vio- 
one  Dr.  Parry,   who  in  verv  violent  Terms  fpake 'f^'^'ln ^'"'K 

>•      r.1  •    /J    I  '      1     iV-n         n-        •  •  ^.      the  Bill  againft 

directly  againit  the  wnole  Bill;  amrmmg  it  to  fa-  jefuits  and  Se- 
vour  of  Treafons,  to  be  full  of  Blood,  Danger,  ni"^3'yP»'efo>, 
Deipair,  and  Terror  or  Dread  to  the  Englijh  Sub-"'^^' 
jefts  of  this  Realm,   our  Brethren,  Uncles,  and 
Kinsfolks;  and  aifo  full  of  Confifcations,  but  un- 
to whom  ?     Not,  faid  he,  to  her  Majefty,  (which 
he  wiflicd  they  were)  and  fiiid,  he  did  not  think  the 
contrary  but   that  Zca.l  would  caufe  the  Bill  to 
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Queen  Elizabeth,  ^ave  Paflage  both  in  this  Houfe  and  with  the 
is?s«  Lords;  but  yet  he  hoped  when  it  (hould  come  into 
her  Highnefs's  moft  merciful  Hands,  that  it  would 
ftay  and  reft  there;  until  which  Time  (he  faid)  he 
would  referve  his  Reafons  of  his  negative  Voice 
againft  the  Bill,  then  to  bedifcovered  by  him  only 
unto  her  Majerty.' 

'  Whereupon  Dr.  Parry,  by  Order  of  this 
Houfe,  was  appointed  to  be  fequeftred  into  the 
outer  Room  of  ihis  Houfe  into  the  Serjeant's  Cufto-' 
dy,  and  without  conferring  with  any,  whilft  the 
Matter  now  in  Queftion,  concerning  his  former 
Speeches  againfl  the  Bill  laft  pafled,  is  in  Debating 
or  Arguing,  until  he  (hall  be  called  in  again.  And 
afterwards,  being  brought  to  the  Bar,  and  there 
kneeling  upon  his  Knee,  he  was  told  by  Mr.  Speaker 
in  Name  of  the  whole  Houfe,  That  if  he  thought 
good,  the  Houfe  was  contented  to  hear  him  what 
Reafons  he  could  yield  for  himl'elf  in  Maintenance 
pf  his  faid  Speeches  againft  the  aforefaid  Bill,  to 
the  better  Satisfaction  of  this  Houfe;  or  what  other 
Matter  of  Excufe  he  could  alledge  touching  his 
former  Contempt,  uttered  in  the  Prefence  of  this 
faid  Houfe,  in  very  unfeemly  Manner,  and  in  unfit- 
ting Words,  in  that  he  did  fpeak  fo  diredly,  re- 
proachfully and  abfolutely  againft  a  Bill,  firfl  tra- 
velled in.  and  publickly  allowed  of  in  the  Hou<e; 
and  then  confiderately  and  maturely  peruled  and 
digefted  by  fo  great  and  grave  a  Committee,  felec- 
ted  and  framed  out  of  the  ableft  Members  of  this 
Houfe,  who  having  further  diligently  and  dutifully 
labouied  therein,  and  brought  it  r.gain  into  the 
Houle  with  one  unanimous  Approbation  of  it  as  of 
a  good  and  necefi'iry  Bill;  and  that,  laftly,  it  had 
bfen  ntio  fo  apprt^vcd  of  this  Day,  and  upon  the 
third  Reading  h^d  palfed  the  Houle;  and  yet,  that 
he,  the  fjid  Dr.  Parry ^  had  termed  the  faid  Bill  to 
be  a  i;ill  favouring  of  Treafons,  and  ro  be  full  of 
Confifcatiois,  Blood,  Danger,  Defpair,  and  Ter- 
ror to  rtic  Subjedts  of  this  Realm  ;  and  withal,  that 
l^e  wouJd  well  prove  and  juftify  the  fame  by  good 
Reafons,  v/h^;h  neyerthplefs  (he  faid)  he  would  not 
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deliver  to  this  Houfe;  but  would  referve  them  only  Queen  EiizabetJ^, 
to  be  revealed  to  her  Majefty.  Whereupon  being  1585. 
further  demanded,  as  aforefaid.  What  further  Ex- 
cufe  or  Defence  he  could  make  for  himfelf  ?  He 
anfwered.  That  vv^hat  he  had  faid  (and  bound  it 
with  a  Proteftalion)  was  without  any  Intent  of  Of- 
fence towards  the  Queen's  Majefty  (to  whom  he 
owed  all  dutiful  Obedience)  or  towards  the  Houfe; 
and  made  Repetition  of  his  faid  former  Words,  and 
Hill  avowed  the  Juftification  of  the  fame.  And  fo 
entring  into  fome  Declaration  of  his  own  Eftate 
tending  altogether  to  his  own  Credit,  as  of  his  fun- 
dry  good  Services  done  to  her  Majefty,  his  Repu- 
tation with  Perfons  of  good  Sort,  and  other  fuch 
like  Speeches  in  his  own  Commendation;  conclu- 
ded in  the  End,  that  as  before  when  he  fpake  to 
the  Bill,  and  gave  his  negative  Voice  to  the  fame, 
he  then  concealed  his  faid  Reafons  from  this  Houfe, 
fp  he  would  now  conceal  the  fame  ftill.' 

'  Whereupon  being  fequeftred  again,  it  was  re- 
folved.  That  for  that  he  did  fpeak  to  the  Bill,  and  ~ 
gave  his  negative  Voice  fo  directly  and  undutifully, 
and  in  Contempt  of  this  Houfe  would  not  fhew 
his  Reafons  for  the  fame,  being  merely  againft  the 
ancient  Orders  and  Ufage  of  this  High  Court,  and 
not  for  that  he  faid  he  would  fhew  them  only  to  be 
difcovered  to  her  Majefty,  it  was  refolved.  That 
he  fhould  be  committed  to  the  Serjeant's  Ward  till 
the  Matter  fhall  be  further  confidered  of  by  this 
Houfe,  the  Day  being  then  very  far  fpent.' 

*  The  next  Day  Mr.  Vice-Chamberlain  decla- 
red unto  the  Koufe,  that  her  MajeR-y  having  been 
made  privy  unto  the  Pvlisbehaviour  of  Dodor 
Parry  Yefterday  fhewed  in  this  Houfe,  and  of  the 
Order  of  this  Houfe  taken  therein  with  him  for 
the  fame;  her  Highnefs  doth  not  only  deem  him  to 
have  gi\en  juft  Caufe  of  Offence  unto  this  Houfe 
in  the  fame  liis  Mifdemeanor,  but  alfo  doth  verv 
well  allow  o^  the  grave  Difcretion  of  this  Houfe, 
in  forbearing  for  the  Time  to  ule  any  ftiarp  Courfe 
of  Corredion  a^aiafl  him  for  his  faid  Offence;  in 
refpedl  that  he  had  faid  he  referved  his  Reafons  to 
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QuertiEiiMbeth.  ^^  imparted  to  her  Majefty  only ;  which  as  he  had 
1585.  difcovered  unto  feme  of  the  Lords  of  the  Council 
by  her  Highnefs's  Appointment,  and  that  partly  to 
the  Satisfadion  of  her  Majefty,  fo  her  Highnefs 
did  think,  that  upon  his  humble  Submiflion  unto 
this  Houfe,  with  a  dutiful  Acknowledgement  of 
his  Fault,  this  Houfe  would  the  rather  difpenfe 
with  him  therein.* 

*  Which  done,  Doctor  Parry  was  called  to 
the  Bar,  where  humbly  acknowledging  his  Fault 
upon  his  Knees,  it  was  told  him  by  Mr.  Speaker, 
after  he  had  put  him  in  Remembrance  of  the  Man- 
ner of  his  Offence,  that  it  might  be  the  Houfe 
would  nevcrthelefs  deal  favourably  with  him,  if 
they  fhould  fee  I'uch  Caul'c  upon  his  unfeigned  and 
■  '  earneft:  Confeflion  and   Repentance  of  his  Fault, 

and  his  humble  Submiflion  unto  the  Houfe,  with 
good  and  dutiful  Endeavour  of  Amendment  here- 
after. And  then  kneeling  upon  his  Knee  in  very 
humble  Manner,  affirmed  diredly,  that  he  had 
very  undutifully  misbehaved  himfelf,  and  had  rafli- 
ly  and  unadvifedly  uttered  thofe  Speeches  he  ufed, 
and  was  with  all  his  Heart  very  forry  for  it;  al- 
ledging  withal,  that  he  had  never  been  of  this 
Houfe  before  this  SefTion,  and  fo  could  not  fo  well 
know  the  Orders  of  the  Houfe  as  he  fhould  do; 
and  that  he  v;ould  not  willingly  oftend  this  Houfe, 
nor  any  Man  in  it;  and  fo  humbly  prayed  their 
good  Favour  towards  him.' 

'  Whtreupon  being  fequeftred  again  out  of  the 
HouTc,  it  was  after  fume  Argumenis  and  Speeches 
had,  refolved.  That  upon  that  his  fiid  Acknow- 
ledgement of  his  Fc'.ult,  and  his  humble  Submifli- 
on, he  fliould  be  received  into  this  Houfe  again  as 
a  Member  of  the  fame,  and  take  his  Place  as  be- 
fore, fo  that  he  would  afterwards  ufc  himfelf  in 
good  Sort  as  he  ought  to  do.  And  thereupon  be- 
ing called  again  to  the  Bar,  and  there  kneeling  upon 
h  s  Knee,  and  directly  rcircraurg  h\i  iormer  Con- 
leffion  of  l)is  Fault,  and  alfo»  h;s  former  humble 
Subniiihon;  protefting  funhcr,  that  if  ever  after 
he  fliould  give  any  jull  Cauic  of  Offence  again  to 

this 
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this  Houfe,  or  any  Member  thereof,  he  would  then  QueenEijzabeth. 
never  after  crave  any  more  Favour  of  them/  's^s- 

'  Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker  declared  the  good 
Pleafureof  this  Houfe  in  remitting  his  faid  Offence 
by  receiving  him  again  into  them,  with  Condition 
and  Hope  of  his  better  Behaviour  hereafter.  Which 
as  he  profefTed  and  promifed  to  perform  according- 
ly, fo  did  he  in  very  good  dutiful  Sort,  give  moft 
humble  Thanks  unto  God,  and  to  her  Majefty, 
and  alfo  unto  this  whole  Houfe,  and  to  every 
Member  of  the  fame,  for  their  good,  courteous, 
and  favourable  Dealing  towards  him  in  this  Behalf.' 

But  the  Affair  had  a  more  tragical  End  after 

Chrifimafs^  as  hath  been  before  related. 

The  igth  of  December^  Mr.  Vice  Chamberlain 
declared  unto  the  Houfe,  That  her  Majefty  confi- 
dering  the  great  Pains  and  faithful  Travels  of  that 
Houfe  in  the  Service  of  A'ftairs  in  the  Realm,  had  ^-t,    n  r 
determmed  to  adjourn  the  Parliament  to  lome  o- adjourned. 
ther  convenient  Time  after  ChrijJmafs;    that  fuch 
Gentlemen   and  other   Members   of   this  Houfe 
might, the  more  conveniently  repair  to  their  own 
Home,  in  the  mean  Time,  for  their  better  Eafe 
and  Recreation.     On  which  it  was  refolvcd  that 
the  moft  humble  and  dutiful  Thanks  of  this  Houfe, 
be  returned  to  her  Majefty,   for  this  her  moft  gra-  ■ 
cious  Confideration,  and  for  her  grareful  Accepta- 
tion of  their  dutiful  Care  for  Providing  for  the  Se- 
curity of  her  Royal  Perfon. 

'  To  this  Addrefs  of  Thanks  Mr.  Vice-Cham- 
berlain returned  the  foUowinii  Anfwer :  in  which  P^  Queen's 
he  did  very  eloquently  and  very  earncftly  fet  forth  Addrefs  of 
her  Majefty's  moft  princely,  gracious  and  kind  Ac-  Thanks  from 
ceptation  of  the  humble  and  moft  dutiful  Thank-  ^^^  ^°"^^' 
fulnefs  of  this  Houfe,  fo  preiented  unto  her  High- 
nefs,  to  her  right  great  and  high  Satisfaftion,  Joy 
and  Comfort-,  and  declared  withal,  that  her  High- 
nefs  did  for  the  fame  give  molt  hcarry  and  loving 
Thanks  unto  this  whole  Houfe,  yea,  and  that  in 
Redoubling  to  them  their  Thanks  tea  Thoufand 
Thouhind-fold;    and  fo  further,   very  excellently, 
amply,  and  aptly,  fhewed  both  the  ready,  careful, 
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QjjecnEHrabeth.2rij  obedient  Affeftions  of  this  whole  Houfe  to  the 
^  ^*        dutiful  Service  of  her  Majefty,  and  alfo  on  the 
other  Side,  her  Highnefs's  incomparable  Princely 
Account  and  Regard  of  all  fuch  loyal,  loving,  and 
faithful  Subjeds ;  and  concluded,  that  her  Majefty 's 
Pleafure  was,  that  this  Houfe  fhould  well  know, 
that  in  the  Confidcration  of  the  free  Courfe  of  the 
Gofpel  of  Jefin  ChriJ}  amongft  us,  our  long  con- 
tinued Peace,    and  Plenty  of  God's  good  BlelTings 
and  Henciits  beftowed  upon  us  under  the  Miniftry 
of  her  Highnefs,   her  Majefty  doth  mbft  fincerely 
afcribe  all  the  fame,  only  and  wholly,  to  the  great 
Goodnefs  and  Mercy  of  Almighty  Godj  attribu- 
ting the  Caufe  of  thefe  good  Effeds  (next  under 
God's  Providence)  to  the  good  Demerits  of  fo  re- 
ligious, godly,  and  obedient  Subjedts,  of  whom 
how  well  and  kindly  her  Majefty  doth  think  and 
conceive,  her  Highnefs  had  much  rather  have  told 
them  in  her  ov/n  moft  Royal  Perfon,  than  have 
fignified  it  unto  them  by  any  other,  if  it  might 
have  conveniently  been  fo  done,  as  upon  the  Op- 
portunity of  a  Prorogation  or  Diflblution  of  this 
•    Court.     And  further  declared,  that  her  Majefty, 
having  Regard  to  the  great  Charges  and  Expences 
of  their  Attendance  in   the  Service  of  this  great 
Council  of  the  Realm,  wifheth  them  at  their  next 
Meeting  again,  to  beftow  the  Time  as  much  as 
mav  be,  in  publick  and  general  Adlions,  fiiteft  for 
the  Common-'Weal  of  this  Realm,  and  that  with 
as  little  Lois  of  Timeasmay  be.    And  withal,  that 
(hofe  of  this  Houle  towards  the  Law,  would  join 
together  to  do  their  beft  Endeavours  to  devife  fome 
ji,ood  Laws  to  abridge  and  cut  off  the  long  and 
tedious  Courfes,  and  extreme  chargeable  Circuits, 
and  luperfluous  Delays  of  Suiis  in  Law ;   not  doubt- 
ing but  that  in  fo  doing  God  will  blefs  their  Wealth 
and  good  Eftarcs,    both  in  ihemfelves  and  in  their 
Pofteritv.     And  fo  having,  as  he  ihouj'ht,  dutiful- 
ly  imn.ivtpd  unto  ilitm  the  Sum  and  Subftance  of 
lier   Majellv's    Plenfurc,  and   Meilage  committed 
unto  ihis  H(;ufe  by  him,  though  not  in  fuch  efftc- 
lual  and  f:r'j,ular  kind  'J'ernis  and  Forms  as  her 
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Princely  Wifdpm  delivered  ihe  fame  unto  him ;  and  QueenEiizabeth. 
fo  referring  himfelf  to  the  Refidue  of  this  Houfe         ^^•*^' 
of  her  Majefty's  Council,  then  and  now  prefent, 
to  be  put  in  Remembrance  by  them,  if  he  have 
omitted  any  Part  thereof,   and  they  affirming  he 
had  not,  he  ended  his  Speech.' 

But,  to  fhew  theTafte  of  thefe  Times,  and  the 
Piety  of  the  Courtiers  of  thofe  Days  Hill  the  more ; 
on  the  zijl  o^  December^  when  the  Parliament  was 
adjourned  from  that  Day  to  the  xth  of  February  fol- 
lowing, '  The  faid  Mr.  Vice- Chamberlain,  flood 
up  again,  and  putting  the  Houle  in  Mind  of  her  Ma-  Mr.  Vice-Cham- 
jefty's  mod  Princely  and-Ioving  Kindneffes,  fignified  -f 'he  HrSron 
unto  this  Houfe,  in  the  former  MelTages  and  Decla-  that  Occafion. 
rations  of  her  Highnefs's  thankful  Acceptations  of 
the  dutiful  Cares  and  Travels  of  this  Houfe  in  the 
Service  of  her  Majefty  and  the  Realm,  moved  [he 
Houfe,  '  That  befides  the  Rendring  of  our  moft 
humble  and  loyal  Thanks  unto  her  flighnefs,  we  do, 
being  aflembled  altogether,  join  our  Hearts  and 
Minds  together  in  moft  humble  and  earneft  Prayer 
unto  Almighty  God,  for  the  long  Continuance  of 
the  moft  profperous  Prefervation  of  her  Majefty, 
with  moft  due  and  thankful  Acknowledgment  of 
his  infinite  Benefits  and  Bleflings,  poured  upon  this 
whole  Realm,  through  the  Mediation  of  her  High- 
nefs's Miniftry  under  him.  And  he  faid,  he  had  a 
Paper  in  Writing  in  his  Hand,  devifed  and  fet  down 
by  an  honeft,  godly,  and  learned  Man,  and  which, 
albeit  it  was  not  very  well  written,  yet  he  would 
willingly  read  it  as  Will  as  he  could,  if  it  pleafed 
them  to  follow  and  hy  after  him,  as  he  (hould  be- 
gin and  fay  before  them.  Which  being  afi'ented 
unto  moft  willingly  of  all  the  whole  Houfe,  and 
every  one  kneeling  upon  his  Knees,  the  faid  Mr. 
Vice-Chamberlain  begun  the  laid  Prayer.  Which 
being  ended,  every  one  departed  away  for  that 
Time,  until  the  faid  Day  of  Adjournment.' 

At  which  Time  this  Parliament  being  met  again, 
we  find  nothing  in  their  Proceedings,  ro  our  Pur- 
pofej  the  firftDays  of  their  Sitting  being  taken  up 
with  a  long  Difpute  between  the  two  Houfes  about 
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Queen  EHabeth.  ^^g  porm  of  paffing  a  Bill  to  prevent  fraudulent 


The  Commons 
take  into  Con- 
fiJeration  the 
State  of  the 
Nation. 


Conveyances;  and  another,  for  the  better  Obfer- 
vance  of  the  Sabbath -Day.  And,  it  was  not  till 
Feb.  2^d,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  took  into 
Confideration  the  State  of  the  Nation.  The  Dan- 
gers which  were  imminent  over  the  Kingdom,  and 
the  Me?ns  to  prevent  them;  the  great  Expences 
her  Majefty  had  been  at,  (^c.  In  which  ihefe  fol- 
lowing Particulars  are  obferved. 

'  The  open  Dangers  threatned  to  this  Kingdom 
are  from  Sp^in,  the  Pope  and  the  holy  League  in 
France ;  the  fecrct  from  the  Je/uits^  that  fecretly 
lurked  here  to  ftir  up  her  Majefly's  Subjcdts  of  the 
Roman  Religion  to  all  Manner  of  Treafon  and  Re- 
bellion :  Both  which  Dangers  though  the  Time 
of  ihem  were  a  while  intermitted  in  refpeifl  of  the 
Execution,  yet  the  Purpofe  was  not ;  which  their 
late  Confpiracics  and  Attempts  both  here  and  in 
Ireland  did  plainly  fliew.' 

'  The  Means  to  prevent  thefe  Dangers  were  to 
fupprefs  the  Spreading  of  Jefuits  and  the  Growing 
of  Popery ;  to  exact  fuch  Oaths  of  the  Papijls  as 
had  been  already  ordained  ;  to  provide  for  the  Pre- 
fervaiion  of  her  Majefty's  Perfon  ;  to  terrify  Ire- 
landy  and  to  provide  I'ufficient  Forces  at  Home  both 
by  Land  and  Sea.' 

'  The  great  Expencc  that  her  Majefty  had  been 
at,  even  fince  the  lad  Parliament,  did  appear  plainly 
in  rerpe<ft  of  divers  Places  and  Forts  which  had  been 
repaired,  much  Pov.'der  and  Munition  had  been 
ftored  up,  and  her  Navy  alfo  iince  that  Time  in- 
creafed  :  Keiidcs  many  other  extraordinary  Char- 
ges and  Expences  which  ("he  had  been  at,  in  the  Af- 
fifting  of  her  Allies,  and  the  Preferving  of  Ireland\ 
and  ihat  her  Majeily  did  fpecially  (liun  Danger 
from  Leldhdy  of  which  ihey  conceived  this  Pro- 
verb to  be  true,  Look  to  Ireland  if  we  will  refl  quiet 
in  Ei-.gland.  And  therefore  lome  Members,  of 
the  Privy- Ccunci!,  did  move  to  think  of  what  Sup- 
ply were  now  fit  to  be  given  to  her  Majefty  to- 
wards the  Supporting  and  Suftaining  of  all  her  faid 
;r:ai  Expcrc'cs  and  Charges' 

Or 
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On  the  next  Day  a  Motion  being  made  for  a  QueenEii'zabeth. 
Supply  to  be  granted  to  her  Majefty,  a  large  Com-       1585. 
mittee  of  the  Commons  were  appointed  to  meet 
and  draw  up  a  Bill  for  that  Purpofe ;    which  was 
mentioned,   before,  in  our  Account  of  the  Lords. 

But  the  old  Topic  of  Reformation  was  again 
ftarted  in  the  Commons;  and  lince  they  were  pro- 
hibited from  Addreffing  the  Queen  in  that  Matter, 
they  thought  proper  to  make  their  Application  to 
the  Bifhops  and  Lords  of  the  upper  Houfe,  by 
Way  of  Petition  {b). 

'  Nothing  of  any  Moment  happen'd  till  the  laft 
Day  ot  this  Seffion,  March  the  29/^,  when  the 
Queen  came  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  the  Com- 
mons attending;  the  Speaker  after  his  humble  Reve- 
rence made,  and  fome  Expreflions  of  his  Thank- 
fulnefs  to  her  Majefty,  proceeded  according  to  a  Subfidy. 
the  ufual  Courfe,  to  defire  her  Majefty  to  give  Life 
to  fuch  Laws,  by  adding  her  gracious  Allowance 
unto  them,  as  had  pafled  either  Houfe,  and  remain- 
ed as  yet  but  as  a  dead  Letter;  and  withal,  gave 
her  Majefty  Knowledge  of  the  free  Gift  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  of  one  Suhfidy  and  two  Fif- 
teenth and  T'enth.^ 

'  To  which  Speech  of  the  faid  Prolocutor's  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  by  her  Majefty's  Commandment, 
anfwered.  That  (he  did  gracioufly  accept  of  the 
faid  Gift  of  her  Commons,  and  was  come  thither 
to  give  her  Royal  Affent  to  divers  of  thofe  Laws 
which  had  palled  the  tv/o  Houfes.' 

There  is  no  Speech  entered  in  the  Journal  of 
either  Houfe,  made  by  the  Speaker  at  this  Time; 
nor  does  Sir  Symonds  Deives  fupply  it  from  any  other 
Authority.  We  are  obliged  to  Mr.  Strype  howe- 
ver, for  bringing  one  to  Light,  from  the  Manu- 
fcript  Collections  in  the  Burleigh  Family,  belong- 
ing 

(b)  This  Petition  of  the  Commons,  with  the  Anfwer  o;i  the 
Part  of  the  Bifliops,  may  be  feep.  at  large  inDcryes's  Journals,  Pag. 
357  et  fcq.  And  for  the  Petitions  and  Kem'jnftrances  at  large,  from 
the  Puritans  themfeives,  to  the  Qiieen  ^nc  Parliament,  the  Riader 
may  confult  Strype^z  Annals^  in  the  Appendix  to  hi?  third  Vo'unic  ; 
fuch  over-tedious  Affairs  being  not  confiftent  with  the  Deii^n  of 
this  Hiftory, 
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QueenEiizibeth.  jng,  Originally,  to  the  Lord  Treafurer  Burleigh, 
'5  S«  Whence  it  may  be  ftrongly  inferr'd,  that  Serjeant 
Puckering  only  lent  his  Voice  to  that  great  Statef- 
man,  and  that  the  other  directed  his  Tongue  what  to 
lay  on  the  Occafion.  An  Art  in  Politics  which,  no 
doubt,  hath  been  pradifed  many  Times  lince  thofe 
Days. 


The  Speaker's 
Sptcch  to  the 
Queen  at   the 
Clofe    of    the 
Scflioa. 


Mo/}  Excellent  Prinee  and  Gracious  ^een, 

THE  lad  Time  of  my  being  in  this  Place 
before  your  moft  excellent  Majefty,  and 
this  Honourable  Aflembly  of  your  three  Eftates, 
I  did  make  my  moft  humble  Submiflion  and 
Requcft,  upon  the  Knowledge  of  my  Difability 
and  Unworthinefs,  that  I  might  have  been  for- 
born  to  have  occupied  in  this  Place.     But  /uch 
was  your  Majefty's  gracious  Opinion,  as  it  feem- 
ed,  conceived  of  me  upon  the  Election  of  your 
faithful  and  obedient  Subjects,  the  whole  Com- 
monalty of  your  Realm  ;   that  I  was  thereta 
direded.     And  as  then  I  beft  kfiowing  mine 
own  Infufficiencies  did,  for  my  Excufc,  defire 
your    Majefty's  gracious   Acceptation   of   that 
which  was  only  in  my  Power ;  which  was  of 
my  good  Will,  Diligence,  and  Endeavour  to  be 
beftowed  in  this  Service  :  So  now,  if  I  (hould  not 
acknowledge  in   this  Place,  (having  here  in  my 
Company  lb  many  Wimefles  againft  me)  the 
Multitude  of  Imperfedions,  that  I  have  found 
in  myfelf,  during  the  Time  of  this  my  Service, 
I  fhould  fhew  myfelf  to  be  over  partial  to  mine 
own  Caufe,  and,  in   feme  fort,   to  be  void  of 
Modefty.     But  knowing  your  Majefty's  accuf- 
tomed  Gocdneis,   to  accept  the  good  Wills  and 
Endeavours  of  all  Men  in  your  Services,  without 
any  llrait  Regard  or  Account  of  the  Events  or 
Succefles  ot  their  Actions  i  and  therewith  having 
alio  had,    at  th  s  Time  vf  Sefli.  n  of  Parlument, 
daily  Proofs  ot  the  favourable  Tolera'ion  of  my 
Lacks,   by  grave,   wife,  and  experimented  Per- 
fons  and  the  good  V/ill  generally  of  the  whole 
Body  of  your  Commom  towards  nie,  in  their 

'  quiet 
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quiet  Allowance  of  my  Service  j  I  am  the  bolder,  Queen  Elizabeth, 
throwing  behind  my  Back  thefe  my  Lacks  1585. 
and  Wants,  as  Things  not  now  to  be  imputed 
to  me }  and  am  to  prefent  myfelf  in  your  Ma- 
jefty's  Sight  according  to  my  Office,  as  a  Perfon 
allow'd  by  your  Majefty's  Goodnefs  only,  and 
not  by  my  Deferts ;  and  fo  to  proceed  to  prefent 
to  your  Majefty,  in  the  Name  of  all  your  Com- 
mons^ Firft,  our  moft  humble  Thanks  for  the 
Benefits  that  we  have  received  by  your  Majefty's 
Permiflion,  to  have  this  Aflembly  fo  long  con- 
tinued :  Secondly,  our  like  humble  Requefts  for 
Pardon  of  any  Thing,  vv'hich  through  Ignorance, 
without  any  Intention  of  Offence,  in  our  Con- 
fultations  might  be,  by  your  Majefty's  great 
Wifdom,  imputed  to  us.  And  laftly,  I  am  alfo, 
in  their  Names,  to  exhibit  our  moft  humble  and 
earneft  Petitions  to  your  Majefty,  to  give  Life 
to  the  Works  not  of  our  Hands,  but  of  our 
Minds,  Cogitations  and  Hearts :  Which  other- 
wife  than  being  lightened  by  the  Beams  of  your 
Favour,  fhall  be  but  vain,    dumb  and  dead. 

'  For  the  firft  I  do  confefs,  that  in  the 
Name  of  all  your  Commons  here  aflembled, 
and  fo  I  may  prefume  to  add  the  like  for 
the  Lords  here  aflembled  in  your  Majefty's  Pre- 
fence,  we  cannot  imagine,  how  your  Ma- 
jefty can  beftow  a  greater  Benefit,  that  can  de- 
ferve  more  Thanks  of  your  Subjects  univerfally, 
than  that  your  Majefty,  as  you  have  heretofore 
at  many  Times,  fo  now  efpecially  in  this  Time, 
when  our  Neceflity,  for  many  Refpecls  required 
the  fame,  fummoned  your  whole  Realm.,  by 
calling  your  Eftatcs  together  to  this  Parliament, 
to  confult  freely,  and  at  great  Leifure,  what 
were  firft  meet  for  the  Furtherance  and  Advance- 
ment of  God's  Service,  by  which  we  only  have 
our  Being;  and  what  were  alfo  neceflary  for 
the  Prefervation  of  your  Majefty's  Perfon,  by 
whofe  long  Life  and  Continuance  We  are  kept 
free  from  the  Tyranny  and  Subjecf^ion  of  Foreign 
Vol.  IV.  S  Op- 


Queen  Elizabeth, 
1585. 


274     The  Parliamentary  History 

Oppreflion.     And  laftly,   to  devife  among  our- 
felves,  and  provide  not  only  as  (hould  be,  both 
in  general  and  particular,  good  and  profitable 
for  our  own  Eftates,  but  alfo  to  forefee  how  to 
avoid  Things  hurtful  to  the  fame  j    to  which 
good   End  we  do  acknowledge  that,   by  your 
Majefty's  Goodnefs  and  Permiflion,  our  Aflembly 
now  hath  tended.     And  for  that  Good  which 
we  are  to  receive  thereby,  wc  do  yield  to  your 
Majefty  our  moft  humble  Thanks ;    befecching 
God  to  grant  to   your   Majefty   many  happy 
Years,  above  the  Term  of  our  Lives.     That  as 
we  have  already,  fo  after  us  our  Pofterity  may 
receive  the  like  Benefits  of  your  Goodnels  from 
Time  to  Time,  as  Caulc  fhall  require;   to  pro- 
cure to  themfelves  by  good  Laws  under  your 
Government  like  Means  to  live  in  fuch  Peace, 
Happinefs  and  Wealth,  as  we  have  done,  from 
the  Beginning  of  your  Reign :  And  as  our  Fore- 
fathers never  did  the  like  with  fuch  Continuance, 
*  Secondly,    After   ihefe  our  Thanks,    moft 
humbly  prefented  upon  cur  Knees,  we  do  both 
in  general  and  particular,  humbly  befeech  your 
Majefty  to  give  your  accuftomed  gracious  Inter- 
preiations  to  all  our  Proceedings.     Wherein  if 
any  Speeches,  Motions,  or  Petitions  have  paft 
from  us,   that   might  have  mifconlented  your 
Mjjefty  in  your  great  Wifdom  above  ourCapa- 
citiCi ;  I  cun  alTutc  your  Majefty,  that  in  this  Af- 
fembly,   wherein  I  was  always  prefent,   there 
was  never  found  in  any  Speech,  private  or  pub- 
lick,   any  Argument  or  Token  of  the  Mind  of 
any  Pcrfon  that  fliewedany  Intention  to  bcoffen- 
five  to  your  Majefty.     And  for  Proof  hereof, 
when  it  pleaftd  your  Majefty   to  dired  me  to 
dtchiie  your  Plcalurc  to    the  Commons  Houfe, 
in    vthat    Sort  you    wculd    they    fliould  ftay 
any   further  Debating  01    the  Manner  of  Re- 
formation   of   fuch    Things    as    they  thought 
might  be  reformed  in  the  Church,  I  found  tlicm 
all,  generally   and   partite i.;ily,   ready  to  (.bey 
your  Majefty's  Plcafuic  therein :    Which  as  it 

'  fetmed 
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feemed  to  me,  and  fo  I  have  Caufe  to  perfuade  Qaeen Elizabeth, 
with  myfelf,  they  did.  For  that  it  was  well  ^5^5- 
underftood,  that  your  Majefty,  as  having  by 
God's  Ordinance  a  Supreme  Authority  for  that 
Purpofe,  had  ftraitly  charged  the  Archbifhops, 
Bifhops,  and  your  whole  Clergy  now  aflembled 
in  their  Convocation,  to  have  due  Regard  to  fee 
to  the  Reformation  of  divers  Abufes  in  the  Go- 
vernment and  Difcipline  of  the  Church.  And 
fo  our  firm  Hope  is,  that  your  Majefly  will,  by 
your  ftrait  Commandment  to  your  Clergy,  con- 
tinue your  Care  to  fee,  and  command,  that  fuch 
Abufes  as  are  crept  into  the  Church  by  the  Neg- 
ligence of  the  Minifters,  may  be  fpeedily  reform* 
ed,  to  the  Honour  of  Almighty  God,  and  to 
your  own  immortal  Praife,  and  Comfort  of 
your  Subjeds. 

'  The  next  Matter  whereof  I  have  to  fpeak,  is 
mofl  humbly  to  requell  yoLir  Majefty  to  yield 
your  Royal  Aflent  to  fuch  Petitmis,  both  general 
and  particular^  as  have  been  upon  long  Delibera- 
tion determined  and  conceived  in  Writing,  with 
uniform  Confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal,  and  us  your  Commons,  in  this  your 
Parliament  allembled.  Wherein  your  Majefty 
(hall  do  no  lefs  than  pertaineth  to  the  Authority 
which  you  have  like  to  God  Almighty:  Who 
as  he  giveth  Life  and  Being  to  all  his  Creatures, 
great  and  fmall,  fo  your  Majefty  fhall  give  Life 
and  Continuance  to  the  Fruirs  of  our  Confulta- 
lions,  as  well  to  the  fmall  as  to  the  great. 
Without  which  your  Royal  Aflent  with  your 
own  Breath,  the  fame  fhall  become  without  Life 
and  Scnie,  and  al!  our  Labours  therein  loft, 
and  our  Expectations  therein  made  fruftiate. 
And  tlio'  in  your  Majefty's  princely  Sight  many 
of  thoie  our  Petitions  may  feem  to  be  of  mean 
V^alue,  either  becauie  they  be,  fome  of  them, 
particular  ;  or  becaufc  the  Matters  of  fome  of 
them  may  feem  to  be  of  low  and  bafe  Degree  : 
Yet  confidering  of  them  to  whom  they  belong, 
the  fame  are  of  as  great  Importance  and  Benefit, 
Si  *  as 
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Qsjeen Elizabeth,  c  ^g  jq  greater  Eftatcs  greater  Matters  are :  And 
*^  ^*         *  the  Lack  of  the  Benefits  which  to  them  may 

*  grow  thereby,  (hall  be  as  grievous,  as  the  Lack 

*  of  greater  in  greater  Bodies  :    And   as  in  every 

*  natural  Body,  the  meaneft  Parts  and  Members 
'  are  by  the  Head  regai'ded  as  beneficial,  for  one 

*  Means  or  other,  to  the  reft  of  the  whole  Body  : 

*  So  we  with  all  Humblenefs,  in  the  Name  of  the 
'  whole  Body,  do  befeech  your  Majefty,  as  our 
'  only  Head,  and  Fountain  of  our  Life,  to  accept 

*  the  meaneft  Petitions  for  the  Comforts  of  the 

*  Parts  ot  the  Body,  to  whom  the  fame  may  be- 

*  long  :  As  we  know  your  Majefty,  of  your  Cle- 
'  mency,  is  accuftomed  with  your  moft  gracious 

*  Eyes  and  Countenance,   to  comfort  daily  your 

*  bafeft  and  pooreft  Subjects,   feeking  Relief  at 

*  your  Feet. 

'  Next  to  this  we  do  offer  to  your  Majefty  with 

*  our  whole  Hearts,  our  Bodies  and  Lives,  to  be 
'  ferviceable  to  the  Safety  of  your  Majefty's  noble 

*  Perfon.     For  Defence  whereof,  and  for  Revenge 

*  of  any  Adt  imaginate  againft  your  Majefty,  we 

*  have  by  a  Form  of  Law,  if  it  fhall  like  your 
'  Majefty  to  afient  thereto,  given  a  Teftimony  to 

*  the  whole  World,  how  dear  the  Safety  of  your 

*  Life  is  to  us.     And  this  1  do  aillire  your  Majefty, 

*  that  wc,  your  moft  loving  Subjedts,  were  moft 
'  willing  to  have  extended  this  Ordinance  to  a  far 

*  ftraiier  Courfc,  as  we  thought  the   fame  meet 

*  for  your  Safety,  and  for  terrifying  of  all  Perfons 

*  not  well-willing  to  you  ;  if  othcrwife  we  had 
'  not  underltood,    that   your   Majefty's  Pleafure 

*  was,  that  it  fhould  not  be  extended  to  any  ftraiter 

*  Points  than  it  is. 

*  And  as  yourMajefly  !\ith  a  manifeft  Demon- 
'  ftr.ition  heieby  of  our  Hcaris  and  Minds,  fo  alfo 

*  we  have  added  (for  a  further  outward  Dcclara- 

*  lion  thereof  by  o  ir  Deeds,  oftcrcd  to  your  Ma- 

*  jelly  of  our  voluiiiaiy  Minds^  a  fmall  Portion 
'  oui   o;    thole  Wi,ro;y  Goods  which  God   hath 

*  gi\  I  n  •  s,   and  by    the  long  Peace  under  your 

*  bltfltd  Government   we   have    encieafeJ ;    by 

i  Way 
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*  Way  of  a  Subfidy,  and  two  Fifteenths,  to  be  ufed  Queen  Elizabeth, 

*  by  your  Majefty,  as  in  former  Times  you  have        ^^^^' 

*  always  done,  for  the  Defence  of  this  your  Realm, 
'  and  us  your  humble  Subjedls.     Which  tho'  we 

*  know  fhall  not  amount  to  the  Value  that  percale 
'  fhall  be  needful  for  the  Defence  of  your  Re;  Ims, 

*  Dominions  and  Subjefts,    againft  all  Attempts 

*  that  may  be  miniftred  by  the  Enemies  of  God, 

*  and  of  your  Majefty  ;  yet  your  Majefty  may 

*  make  an  allured  Account,  that  befides  this  our 

*  Offer,  you  cannot  lack  a  further  Supply  of  the 
'  reft  that  we  have,  to  be  fpent,  or  committed  to 

*  your  Diredion,  as  Caufe  fliall  require.     - 

'  Laftly,  Upon  our  Knees  we  do  moft  humbly 

*  yield  our  hearty  Thanks  for  your  moft  gracious 

*  and  free  general  Pardon  :  Whereby  a  great  Mul- 

*  titude  of  your  Subjects  are  to  be  relieved  of  divers 
'  Pains  and  Penahies ;  which  by  the  Order  of 
'  your  Laws  your  Majefty  might  moft  juftly  have 
'  inflicted  upon  them.     By  which  your  Clemency 

*  we  all  fhall  take  Occafion,  befides  our  Thankful- 
'  nefs  for  fo  great  a  Benefit,  to  endeavour  our- 

*  felves  more  carefully  to  obferve  your  Laws, 
'  both  to  the  Honour  of  God,  and  to  the  Comfort 

*  of  your  Majefty  ;  and,   finally  to  the  Mainre- 

*  nance  of  Peace,  Tranquility  and  Concord  among 

*  ourfelves.' 

The  Royal  AfTent  being  given  to  thirty  Public 
A6tsand  thirteen  Private,  her  Majefty,  in  Perfon, 
made  the  following  Speech  to  both  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament (c). 

My  Lords  and  ye  of  the  Lower  Houfe, 

T  Silence  ?nu/i  not  injure  the  Owner fi  much^  The  Queen" 
as  to  fuppofe  a  Subflitute  fufficient  to  render  Speech  at  pro« 
you  the  thanks  that  my  Heart  yieldeth  you,  «^^  /  [f.S.'^' *"" ' 
much  for  the  fafe  Keeping  of  my  Life^   for  which 
your  Care  appears  fo  'mam [eft ^  as  for  the  Negle6iing 
your  private  future  Pei  U,    not  regarding  other  ivay 
than  my  prefent  State. 

S3  A^^ 

(.)  Cj^nhden  in  /Ifpendice,  Pag,  670,     5rcwc's  Cbron,  Pag=  7c I* 
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fajier  hound  than  1  am  with  the  Link  of  your  Good- 
JVill,  and  can  for  that  but  yield  a  Heart  and  a 
Head  to  feek  for  etjer  all  your  beji  ;  yet  one  Matter 
toucheth  me  fo  near^  as  I  may  not  ove>Jhip,  Religion y 
the  Ground  on  which  all  other  Matters  ought  to  tah 
Rooty  and  being  corrupted^  may  marr  alt  the  Tree. 
And  that  there  be  fon^e  Fault-finders  with  the  Order 
cf  the  Clergy y  ivhich  fo  may  make  a  Slander  to  my- 
felf  and  the  Churchy  whofe  over-Ruler  God  hath 
made  me  ;  whofe  Negligence  cannot  be  excufedy  if  any 
Schifms  or  Errors  heretical  were  fuffered.  Ihui 
much  I  mufl  fay,  that  fome  Faults  and  Negligences 
may  grow  and  be^  as  in  all  other  great  Charges  it 
happenethy  and  what  Vocation  without  ?  All  which 
if  you  my  Lords  of  the  Clergy  do  not  amend,  I  mean 
to  depofe  you .  Look  ye  therefore  well  to  your  Charges, 
This  may  be  amended  without  heedlejs  or  open  Excla- 
mations. 1  am  fuppofed  to  have  many  Studies,  but 
mofl  Philcfophical.  I  muji  yield  this  to  be  true,  that 
I  fuppofe  few  {that  be  no  Frofefors)  have  read  more. 
And  i  need  not  tell  you,  thut  /  atn  fo  ftmple  that 
I  underjiand  not,  nor  fo  forgetful  that  I  remember 
not ;  and  yet  amidji  my  many  Volumes y  I  hope  God's 
Book  hath  not  been  my  feldomeji  LeSureSy  in  which 
we  find  that  which  by  Reajon  (for  viy  Part)  we 
ought  to  believe;  that  feeing  fo  great  IVickednefs  and 
Greeves  in  the  IVorld  in  ivhich  we  live.,  but  as  Way- 
faring F'.'grimi^  vje  vMjl  juppojc  that  God  would  ne- 
ver have  ynnde  us  but  for  a  better  Place^  and  of  mere 
Comfort  than  we  find  here.  I  know  no  Creature 
that  breathethy  whofe  Life  (landeth  hourly  in  more 
Peril  for  it  tl  an  mine  own^  who  entred  not  into  my 
State  iviibout  Sight  cf  manifold  Dangers  of  Life  and 
Croivn^  as  one  that  had  the  mightiefi  and  great  eft  to 
ureftle  ivith.  I'hen  it  fJloweth  that  I  regarded  it 
fo  much,  as  I  left  my  Life  heh  r.d  my  Care\  and  fo 
you  fee  that  you  wrong  me  too  much  (if  any  Juch  there 
ie)  as  doubt  my  Coldnefs  in  that  Behalf ,  for  if  I 
uere  not  pcrfuaded  that  ?K:ne  zv.:re  the  true  IVay  of 
God's  IVul^  God  forbid  ti:at  1  Jhmld  live  to  prefcribe 

it 
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;/  to  you.  Take  you  heed  left  Ecclefiaftes  y&y  «^^  Queen  Elizabeth. 
too  true.  They  tliat  fear  the  hoary  Froft,  the  Snow  1585. 
fhall  fall  upon  them.  I  fie  many  over-bold  with 
God  Almighty^  making  too  many  fubtle  Scannings  of 
his  bkjjed  IVilly  as  Lawyers  do  with  human  Tejla^  I 
me  Ills.  The  Prefumption  is  jo  great  as  I  may  not 
fuff'er  it  [yet  mind  I  not  hereby  to  animate  Roman  ills, 
tuhieh  what  Adverfaries  they  be  to  mine  Eftate,  is 
jufficiently  knoivn)  nor  tolerate  New-fanglednefs.  / 
mean  to  guide  them  both  by  God's  holy  true  Rule.  In 
both  Parts  be  Perils  ;  and  of  the  latter  I  muft  pro- 
nounce them  dangerous  to  a  Kingly  Rule^  to  have 
every  Man  according  to  his  own  Cenfure  to  make  a 
Doom  of  the  Validity  and  Pnvity  of  his  Princess 
Government^  with  a  co'mnonl^el  and  Cover  of  God's 
TVord,  whcfe  Followers  mud  not  be  judged  but  by  pri- 
vate Men*i  Expofition.  God  defend  you  from  fuch 
a  Ruler  that  fa  evl  will  guide  you.  Now  I  con- 
clude that  your  Love  and  Care  neither  is  nor  Jhall 
be  beftowed  upon  a  carelefs  Prince^  but  fuch  as  but 
for  your  Good  Will  pajjeth  as  little  for  this  '.I 'or  14  as 
who  careth  leaf,  with  Thanks  for  your  free  Subfidy^ 
a  ?nanifejl  Shew  of  the  Abundance  of  your  Good-  Wills, 
the  which  I  afjiire  you  but  to  be  employed  to  your 
IVeal,  I  could  be  better  pleafed  to  return  than 
receive^ 

After  this  Speech  was  ended,  her  Majefly,  in 
Perfon,  prorogued  this  Parliament  to  the  20th  Day 
of  May  next  enfuing. 

We  have  now  another  fliorter  String  of  Proro- 
gations before  us,  which  continued  till  this  Parlia- 
ment was  diffolved.  From  the  laft  mentioned 
Date,  it  was  again  prorogued,  at  fix  different 
Times,  without  any  intervening  SelHon,  to  the 
c  \th  of  September. 

Accordingly  on  that  Day,  the  Parliament  being 
met,  it  is  entered  in  the  Jour7ials  of  the  Lords,  that 
whereas  this  prefent  Parliament  ftood  prorogued  to 
the  faid  \\th  of  September,  yet  the  Queen  by  the 
Advice  of  her  Privy- Council,  many  great  and  ur- 
gent 
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Queen  Elizabeth.  S^"^  ^^"^*^s  occafioning  it  id)y  had  given  her  Let- 

1585.       ters  Patents,  direfted  to   Sir  Thomas  Bromky  Kt. 

Chancellor  of  England^  and  others  her  Commif- 

fioners  to  diflblve  this  Parliament.     Which  I<etters 

The  Parliament  Patent  being  read  in  the  Houfe,    the  Lord  Chan- 

diirolred,  cellor  declared  it  to  be  diflblved  accordingly. 

The  Reader  may  obferve  that,  in  the  Proceedings 
of  the  laft  Seflion  of  Parliament,  an  AJfociat'ton  is 
mentioned  to  be  confirmed  by  an  Adl  pafled  for 
that  Purpofe.  This  Invention  of  jljfociating  is,  by 
Cambden^  appropriated  to  the  Politics  of  Dudley^ 
Earl  of  Leicejier.  Rumours,  fays  he,  were  fpread 
every  where,  of  great  Dangers,  wicked  Defigns 
and  treacherous  Praftices  againft  the  Queen  and 
State.  By  which,  the  politic  Earl  drew  in  Men  of 
all  Degrees  and  Conditions,  throughout  England, 
to  bind  themfelves,  in  an  Jjjbciation^  by  mutual 
Vows,  Subfcriptions  and  Seals,  to  profecute  to 
Death,  as  far  as  lay  in  their  Power,  all  thofe  that 
fhould  attempt  any  Thing  againft  the  Queen  (e)^ 
The  unhappy  Queen  of  ScotSy  adds  our  Autho- 
The  Proceedings  rity,  eafily  fa  A^  that  her  Deftrudlion  was,  chiefly, 
againft theQueen aimed  at  by  this  AJTociat'ion,    To  prevent  the  fatal 

otScotsrevived.    ^^-^^^  ^^  .^^    ^^   ^^j^    ^^^   j^^    Propofals   tO    thc 

Englijh  Queen,  for  an  Accommodation  between 
them.  Theie  Articles  were  fo  condcfcending  and 
modeft,  that  Elizabeth  is  faid  to  be  fo  far  moved 
by  them,  that  it  was  really  believed  Oie  purpofed 
to  fet  her  at  Liberty.  But,  crafty  Counsellors  at 
Home,  who  were  perpetually  laying  new  Fears 
before  her,  and  the  fadious  Scots^  with  their  Re- 
prefcniarions,  prevented  it.  Thefe  laft,  urged 
llrongly,  '  That  there  v/as  no  Hopes  of  Queen 
'  Elizabeth\  Safety;  if  their  Queen  was  lit  at  Li- 
^  berty.     That  both  Kingdoms  were  undone  if 

*  file  was  admitied  to  be  Partner  v^'ith  her  Son  in 

*  the  Kingdom.     That  the  true  Religion  in  Bii- 

*  tain  was  ruined,  if  flie  was  to  be  allowed  the 
'  Exerciio  of  the  Ronijh  Religion,   though  it  was 

*  but  v/ithin  the  Court- Walls.' 

Thefe  . 

(</)  J^axlni'n  fircii-ijji-ir.ifguc  Caufis  ir.::rvct:icr.:ilui,  ct  Nc^oliii  iia 
((f  CumtJffi  in  fdrret,  Va^    4'^o, 
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Thefe  Remonftrances  from  the  Queen  of  Scots Qacenmziheth, 
own  Subjeds,  chiefly,  fomented  by  a  Set  of  hot-        1586. 
headed  enthufiaftical  Preachers  amongft  them,  gave 
the  Engli/b  Government  a  fomewhat  better  Pretext 
to  keep  her  imprifoned.     In  which  Condition  fhe 
continued  to  the  Year,  1586,  when  a  bold  Con- 
fpiracy  was  fet  on  Foot  to  deliver  her  ;     the  Ori- 
ginal and  Progrefs  of  which  we  fhall   leave  to 
Cambdin  and  our  larger  Hiftorians :  It  is,  only,  ne- 
ceffary  here  to  obferve,  that  this  Confpiracy  proved 
fatal  to  the  poor  Queen,  and  drew  in  an  EngliJJ?  Par- 
liament to  vote  her  Deftruftion.     She  was  tried  by  a  she  is  tried  by  2 
Committee  of  Lords,  and  others,  fent  down  to  Fo-  Committee  of 
theringhay  Caftle  for  that  Purpofe ;  and  though  fhe  ^°''4*'  ^'^-  ^"^ 
made  a  noble  and  a  bold-Defence,  offering  to  refer  of^Dlatbr'^"*^^ 
her  Caufe  to  a  full  Engli/})  Parliament,  fhe  was 
found  guilty  and  received  Sentence  accordingly. 
The  Subftance  of  which  Trial  will  appear  in  the 
Proceedings  of    the  next  Parliament.     But  it  is 
neceflary  to  take  Notice,  here,  that  a  Declaration 
was  publifhcd,  the  fame  Day   the  Sentence  was 
given,  by  the  CommilTiGncrs  and  the  Judges,  That 
the  fa'icl  Sentence  did  nothing  derogate  from  James 
King  of  Scots,    in  hii  Title  and  Honour ;    but  that 
he  was  in  the  fame  Place,  Degree  and  Right y  as  if 
the  [aid  Sentence  had  never  teen  pronounced.  , 

Writs  were  fent  out  to  call  a  new  Parliament^      _     .    , 
to  meet  at  Weflminfer^    the  15th  Day  of  October.,    """issf."'  ^^' 
in  the  28th  Year  of  this  Reign.     From  that  Day,  At  Weftminfter. 
for  divers  good  Caufes  and  Confederations,  the  Par- 
liament was  prorogued  to   the   27th,    and  from 
thence  to  the  29th  of  the  fame  Month  (f).     On 
which  Day  the  whole  Body  of  Lords  and  Com- 
mons being  aflembled,  in  the  floufe  of  Peers,  ex- 
pecting the  Coming  of  the  Q^ieen,  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor informed  them,  that  great  and  urgent  Bufi- 
nefs  prevented  her  Majefty  from  being  prefentjTlie  Parliament 
but  that  file  had  by  her  Letters  Pait-nts,  conftitu- opened  by  Com- 
ted  and   appointed  the  Mod  Pveverend  Father  in™^^°"* 

Chrifi, 

(f)  Sentence  was,  only,  given  againft  the  Queen  of  Scots,  on  the 
25th  of  this  Month,  fo  that  vhclc  ihort  Piorcgations  were  made  tiU 
that  Trjvl  ".vas  over. 
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Queen  Elizabeth.  C/{»r;/7,  J^^';/ Archbifhopof  Canterbury  ;  Williafn 
'S^fi-  Cecily  Lord  Burleigh.,  Lord  High-Treafurer  of 
England  ;  and  Henry,  Earl  of  Derby,  Lord  High- 
Steward,  her  Majefty's  Commiflioners;  in  her 
Name,  to  hold  and  do  every  Thing  that  was  ne- 
cefl'aiy  for  her  in  this  prefcni  Parliament.  Which 
Letters  Patents  being,  openly,  read  in  the  Hcufe, 
the  raid  three  Lord  Comminjoners  left  their  own 
Se<us  and  went  to  a  Seat  piepared  for  them,  on  the 
Right- fide  of  the  Chair  of  State,  beneath  the  Steps. 
Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  after  going  firft  to  the 
fa  id  Lords  and  conferring  with  them,  from  his  ac- 
cuilomed  Place  fpoke  tcMhe  Houles  to  this  EfFed. 
The  Lord  Chan-  '  That  the  prcfent  Parliament  was  fummoned, 
ecUot's Speech.  «  for  no  ufual  Caufes  ;  not  for  makmg  of  new 
'  Laws,  whereof  her  Majefty  thought   there  were 

*  more  made  than  executed  ;  nor  for  Subfidies  and 

*  Fifteenths ,   of  which,  although  there  was  fome 

*  Occaiion  for  them,  yet  her  Majefty  would  not 
""  charge  her  loving  Subjefls,  at  this  Time ;  but 
'  the  Caule  was  rare  and  extraordinary ;  of  great 
'  Weight,  great  Peril,  and  dangerous  Confequence. 

*  He  then  declared  what  Dangers  had  been  con- 

*  trived  of  late,  and  how  miraculoufly  the  merciful 
'  Providence  of  God,  by  the  Difcovery  thereof  be- 
'  yond  all  Human  Policy,  had  preferved  her  Ma- 
'  jefty.     The  Deftrudlion  of  whofe  Sacred   Per- 

*  fon    was  moft  traitoroully  imagined  and  defig- 

*  ned  to  be  compared.' 

He  then  fhewed,    '  what  Mifery  the  Lofs  of  fo 
'  noble  a  Queen  would  have  brought  to  all  Ellates; 

*  that  although  fome  of  thcfe  Traitors  had  fuffered 

*  according  to  their  Demerits,  yet  one  remained, 

*  thai  by  due  Courfe  or"  Law  had  received  her  Sen- 

*  lence  ;  which  was  the  chief  Cauie  of  tlrs  Allem- 

*  bly,  and  wherein  her  Majefty  required  their  faith- 

*  ful  Advice.  Wherefore,  faid  he,  that  you  may 
••  ufually  and  orderly  proceed  herein,   you    of  the 

*  Commons  Houfe,  are  to  make  jjrefent  Choice  of 
'  fome  one  amongft  you  to  be  your  Speaker,  and 
'  prefcnt  to  the  Lords-Lieutenants  as  icon  ascon- 
*•  veniently  you  may.'     After  which   the  Clerk  of 

Paj- 
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Parliament  read  the  Names  of  thofe  who    were  QueenElizabeth. 
appointed  to  receive  and  try    the  Petitions  offer-        is^^- 
ed  to  this  Parliament  ;  and  then  the  Lords-Lieu- 
tenants adjourned  it  to  Monday  next. 

It  is  eafy  to  guefs  theReafon  that  theQ^ieen  came 
not  to  the  Houfe  was  an  affected  Tendernefs  in  her, 
to  fit  in  Judgment,  as  it  were,  on  the  Life  of  fo 
near  a  Relation.  Although  Cambden  obferves,  that 
appointing  Commiffioners  to  aft  in  her  Name  was 
not  without  Precedent. 

On  Monday.,  the  la  ft  Day  of  October  ^  the  Com-  John  Puckering, 
mons  prefented   to    the    Lords-Lieutenants  fohn^h^   el^aed 
Puckering^  Efq;   Serjeant  at  Law,  as  their  Speak-  ^p"'^^''* 
cr  ;  who,  with  the  ufual  Forms,  was  admitted  by 
them,  which  was  all  that  was  done  that  Day  ;  and 
then  the  Houfe  was  adjourned  to  Friday,  November 
the  4th.     On  which  Day  alfo,  nothing  is  entered 
in  the  Journals. 

But,  the  next  Day  the  Bufinefs  began.  The 
Lord  Chancellor  made  another  Speech  to  the  Lords, 
in  which  he  let  forth  the  foul  and  indifcreet  Deal- 
ings, praftifed  by  the  Queen  oi  Scots,  againft  her 
Majefty  and  the  whole  Realm  ;  notwithftanding 
the  many  ^ri?^^  Benefits  and  Favours  which  the  faid 
Queen  of  ^r^/J  had  received  of  her  Majefty.  Af- 
ter the  Chancellor  had  ended,  William  Lord  Bur- 
leigh.  Lord  Treafurer,  ftood  up;  and,  as  one  unto 
whom  the  whole  Proceedings  of  the  faid  Queen  of 
Scots  were  better  known,  becaul'e  of  his  long  Ser- 
vices to  his  Moft  Gracious  Sovereign  Lady,  ever 
nnce  the  Beginning  of  her  Reign,  related  them,  at 
large  to  the  Houfe.  Which  two  Speeches  made 
the  whole  Bufinefs  of  that  Day. 

To  make  the  Proceedings  of  this  Parliament, 
againft  this  unhappy  Queen,  more  intelligible  to  our 
Readers,  we  fnall  join  thofe  of  the  Lords  and 
Commons  together.  And,  we  are  told,  in  the 
'Journals  of  the  latter,  that,  on  November  the  3d, 
wh'lft  a  private  Bill  was  reading,  and  one  Mem- 
ber otrering  to  Ipeak  to  it,  Mr  Vice- Chamberlain, 
Sir  Chrijlopher  Hatton.,  ftood  up  and  told  the 
Houfe,    '  That  having  Matter  of  moft  great  Ln- 

portance 
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<jucen Elizabeth,  poriance  to  deliver  unto  this  Houfe,  from  her  Ma- 

1586.        jelly,  he  was  fo  bold,  with  their  good  Favours,  for 

this  Time  to   interrupt  the  Speech   intended  by 

the    Gentlemen    that    offered    to    fpeak    to    the 

Sir  Chrifto  he    ^^'^  ^'^^ ^^^  ^^^"  (hewed,  that  her  Maje- 

Hatton  opens  the^X  thinking  that  all  thofe  of  this  Houfe,  which  were 
Charge againft the  lately  in  the  Higher  Houfe  when  the  Lord  Chan- 
Queen  of  Scots,    cellor  declared   the  Caufe  of  her  Highnefs's  fum- 
moningof  this  Parliament,  could  not  hear  the  fame; 
and  alfo  that  many  of  the  Members  of  this  Houfe 
now  here  prefent,  were  not  then  come  up  or  retur- 
ned ;  commanded  him  to  deliver  unto  this  Houfe 
the  Summary   Caufe  of  her  Majefty's  Calling  and 
Aflembling  of  this  great  Council  at  this  Time; 
which  was  (he  faidj  not  to  make  any  more  Laws, 
as  being  many  more  already  than  well  executed  j 
nor  yet  any  Subfidy^  albeit,  if  need  fo  required,  the 
lame   were  convenient  enough  to  be  done  j  but 
ffaid  he)  to  confult   for  fuch  Matters  as  the  like 
were  never  almofl:  heard  of,  nor  any  Parliament 
called  for,    in  former  Time,  that  can  be  found 
or  read  of.     And  fo  very  excellently,  plainly,  and 
effedually,  made  Relation  of  the  horrible  and  wic- 
ked Pradlices  and  Attempts,  caufed  and   procured 
by  the  Queen  o{ Scots,  fo  called  ;  meerly  tending  to 
the  Ruin  and  Overthrow  of  the   true  and   fincerc 
Religion  eflablifhed  in  this  Realm  ;  the  Invafion  of 
this  Realm  by  Foreign  Forces;   Rebellion  and  Ci- 
vil   Wars,   and  Dilfentions    within    this  Realm. 
Yea,  and  withal  (which  his  Heart  quaked  and  trem- 
bled to  utter  and  think  onj  the  Death  and  Dcftruc- 
tion  of  the  Moft  Sacred  Perfon  of  our  Moll  Gra- 
cious Sovereign  Lady  the  Qiieen's  Majefty  ;  to  the 
utter  Defolation  and  Conqueft  of  this  Moll  Noble 
Realm  of  England.    And  lo  difcourfing  of  the  Mat- 
ter, and  the  great,  execrable  Treacheries  and  Con- 
fpiracies  of  the  faid  Q_een  of  Scots^  even  from  the 
hrft  to  the  l:ill,  in  Particularities  very  amply  and  ef« 
fov'tually  (fuch  of  ihem,  at  the  leall,  as  have  been 
hiihertodifcovcr^d)  fliewing  alfo,  very  manifelHy 
and  evidently,  the  Proofs  and  all  other  Circum- 
ftances  of  the   fume  Treachery  and  Con  (piracies  j 

and 
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and  fo  tbinketh  good,  for  his  Part,  that  fpeedy  Queen  Elizabeth. 
Confultation  be  had  by  this  Houfe  for  the  Cutting       ^586. 
of  her  off  by  Courfe  of  Juftice  ;  for  that  otherwife 
our  faid  Sovereign   Lady,   the  Queen's  Majefty's 
Moll  Royal  Perfon,  cannot  be  continued  with  Safe- 
ty ;  concluding  wiih  this  Sentence, 
'  Neper  eat  lir&d,  per  eat  Abfolon.' 

This  Speech  was  feconded  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy, 
and  Mr  Secretary /^5^ ;  who  all  fpoke,  at  large, 
to  the  fame  Point  ;  reciting  the  horrible  Treafons 
and  Confpiracies,  caufed  and  procured  by  the  faid 
Queen  of  Scots.  Which  Speeches  being  ended,  the  th°r?uponf 
Houfe  refolved  to  refume  the  Affair  on  the  Mor- 
row. 

Accordingly*  on  the  next  Day,  the  Houfe  being 
reminded,  by  the  Speaker,  of  going  upon  the  Great 
CaUjQ,  as  they  termed  it,  feveral  more  Speeches 
were  made  by  other  Minillcrs  of  State  ;  as,  alfo, 
by  Sir  William  Herbert^  Sir  Thomas  Scott ^  Mr  Fran- 
cis Bacon^  Mx  Alford,  Mr  Throgmorton^  Mr  Bar- 
ker ^  Mr  Dalton^  Mr  Baynbrigg^  and  Mr  Sollicitor  ; 
all  vehement  againft  the  Queen  of  Scots.,  charging 
her  with  treafonable  Pradices  againft  the  Life  of 
the  Queen,  and  procuring  a  Foreign  Invafion  to 
further  thofe  Attempts.  Concluding,  that  fuch 
Pradtices  could  never  be  prevented  hereafcer,  unlefs 
the  faid  Scotti/i)  Queen  did  prelently  fuffer  the  Ex- 
ecution due  to  Julticeand  her  Deferts. 

It  was  then  moved  that  a  Committee  fhould  be 
appointed  to  confider  of  a  Petition  to  her  Majefty, 
to  that  Purpofe,  and,  alfo,  to  requeft  the  Lords,  if 
they  thought  good,  to  join  wiih  them  in  it.  Ac- 
cordingly, a  Committee  was  appointed  of  all  the 
Privy-Council  belonging  to  that  Houfe,  and  forty- 
four  other  Members.  There  is  an  Entry  made 
in  this  Journal  of  the  Concluiion  of  a  Speech,  faid 
to  be  fpoke  by  one  Mr  Geoige  Mojre,  who  averred, 
'  That  only  Popery  is  the  chief  and  principal  Koot 
'  of  all  the  late  horrible  ^md  wicked  Treaciici  ies 
'  and  Pradices,  and  the  Qiieen  oi Scots  2i  principal 

Branch, 
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Queen EHiabeth.  *  Branch,  ifTuing  from  the  fame  Root,  and  the 
1586.  <  j^oft  perillous  and  full  of  Poifon  of  all  the  other 
Branches;  for  that  the  Papijis^  in  very  deed,  for 
the  molt  Part,  not  knowing  the  Perfon  of  the 
faid  Queen  of  Scots,  do  wifh  the  Efliablifhing  of 
her  in  the  Crown  of  this  Realm,  rather  in  re- 
fped  of  Popery,  (which  fhe  would  fet  up)  than 
for  any  Affedion  they  bear  to  her  Perfon  ;  and 
fo  likewife,  for  the  mod  Part,  all  of  them  either 
wifh  or  could  eafily  bear  the  Death  of  our  Sove- 
reign Lady  the  Queen's  Majefly,  though,  per- 
haps, they  would  not  fhew  themfelves  to  be  Ac- 
tors or  Dealers  therein.'  He  therefore  moveth. 
That  it  may  be  joined  in  the  Petition  for  the 
Greal  Caufe  ;  That  her  Majefty  may  be  moved 
to  retain  no  Servants  about  her  Highnefs's  Perfon, 
but  fuchonlyas  may  be  well  known  both  to  pro- 
fefs  the  true  and  lincere  Religion,  and  alfo  to  be 
every  Way  true  and  faithful  Subjects.'  And 
further  '  That  the  Laws  already  in  Force  againft 
*  Papifti  may  be  put  in  due  Execution'. 

*Thefe Speeches  btingended,  Mr  Speaker  fhewed, 
that   the  laid  Motion,   or  any  other,  tending  to 
the  Safety  of  her  M;ijefly's  Perfon,  may  be  very 
well  delivered   and  remembred  to  the  Committees 
in  the  Great  Caujc,  by  any  Member  of  the  Houfe.' 
November  the  7th.     W hi  1ft  the  Lords  were  de- 
bating the  Matter  of  the  Queen  of  Scots^  the  Com- 
mons came  up,  and  defired  a  Conference  with  fome 
of  their    Lordfhips,   what   Number  they  fhould 
plea fe  to  appoint,  about  the  Affair  of  ihe  Scott ijh 
Queen,  which  had  been  opened  to  them.     Where- 
upon, the  Lords  appointed  the  Archbifhops  of  Can- 
terb'ny  and   tork,  the   Lord   IVeafurer,  the  Lord 
Steward  ;  the  Earls  of  Ncrtbumhcriand,  Kent,  Rut- 
land, zwASufex;  the  liifhops  of  Z,(7;/i(7;z.  Durham ^ 
JFiucheJler,    and    IVcrcejlcr  \    the    lord-Admiral, 
the  Lord- Chamberlain  ;  the  Lords  Cobham   Grcy^ 
Lutnky^    Chandoisy    Buckhurjl,    De  la  If' are,    and 
Norris,  for  the  Conference.     The  Phice  of  Meet- 
ing v.-as  the  outward  Parliament-Ch^imbcr,  at  Two 
in  ihc  Afternoon.     There  was,  alfo,  appointed  to 

attend 
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attend  the  faid  Lords,  the  Lord  Chief-Juftice  of  the  QuepnEji^abg^h 
Common-Pleas,  the  Chief-Baron,  and  Mr  Juftice        i^g's!* 
Gaudie. 

The  next  Day  nothingwas  done  in  that  Houfe  ; 
but  the  Day  following,  Nov.  9th,  feveral  Letters 
were  read,  as  well  from  Anthony  Babington  to  the 
Queen  of  Scots,  as  from  her  to  him,  Charles  'PageUp 
and  others.  The  Sentence  pronounced  by  the 
Commiflioners,  againft'the  Scots  Queen,  was  alfo 
read.  And  a  Form  of  a  Petition  agreed  upon  by 
the  Committees  of  both  Houfes. 

November  loth.  This  Day  the  Lords  of  the 
Committee  made  Report  to  the  whole  Houfe, 
That  thofe  of  the  Commons,  upon  hearing  of  the 
Sentence,  and  divers  of  the  Special  Evidences  and 
Proofs,  on  which  the  Sentence  was  grounded, 
openly  read  unto  them,  after  long  Deliberation  and 
Confideration  had  betwixt  them,  both  publickly  and 
privately,  they  all,  with  one  Aflent,  allowed  the 
faid  Sentence  to  be  jufl:,  true,  and  honourable  ;  and 
that  the  Com.mons  humbly  dcfired  their  Lordfliips 
to  make  Choice  of  fuch  Number  of  Lords  as  they 
fhould  think  meet  to  join  with  them  in  petitioning 
her  Majefty.  Whereupon,  the  Lords  made  Choice 
of  the  following,  viz.  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the 
Lord  Treafurer,  the  Lord  Great  Chamberlain,  the 
Lord  Steward  ;  the  Earls  oi NorthuT72berIandyKenty 
Rutland^  Sujfex,  Pcfnbroke^  and  Hertford  ;  the  Lord 
High-Admiral  and  the  Lords  Ahergavenny,  2ouch, 
Morley,  Cobhani,  Grey,  Lumky,  Chandois,  Buckhurjf^ 
De  la  Ware,  and  Norris. 

Memorandum.  The  Commons  made  a  Re- 
queft  to  have  the  Petition  allented  unto  by  both  the 
Houfes,  to  be  enrolled  in  the  Rolls  of  Parliament  ; 
which  their  lyordflrips  thought  better  to  defer,  until 
her  Majefty's  Liking  or  Dilliking  of  it  was  firit  had 
of  the  fame. 

The  fame  Day  the  Houfe  of  Lords  was  ad- 
journed to  November  15th,  to  give  Time,  we 
fuppofe,  for  the  Petition  to  be  prefented.  From  the 
laft-mentioned  Day,  it  was  adjourned  yg:im  to  Sa- 
turday^  the  19th,  and  from  thence,  once  more,  to 

the 
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Queen  EiiMbeth  the  22d  of  the  feme   Month,  without  any  thing 
«s86»        being  entered  in  their  Journals. 

In  this  Time,  the  Petition  was  prefented  to  the 
Qiieen  by  the  faid  Committee  of  Lords,  and  the 
Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  were 
of  the  Privy- Council,  with  as  many  more  of 
that  Body  as  to  make  up  the  Number  of  forty- 
two.  Saturday,  the  12  th  of  November,  was 
the  Day  appointed  by  the  Queen  to  receive  it  ; 
when  the  Lord  Chancellor,  in  the  Name  of  the 
Lords,  and  on  Behalf  of  the  Commons,  declared 
unto  her  Majefty,  That  both  Houfes,  after  many 
Conferences,  and  long  Confultations,  had  concluded 
to  be  humble  Suitors  to  her  Majefty,  by  Way  of 
Petition  ;  the  Effedt  whereof  was  declared,  at 
length,  unto  her,  by  the  Orators  aforefaid,  and  the 
Petition,  itfelf,  delivered  to  her  Majefty  in  Wri- 
ting. 

The  Journaltji  hath  given  us,  from  an  authen- 
tic Copy  of  his  own,  a  Series  of  Notes,  which,  he 
fays,  were  made  Ufe  of  by  the  Speaker,  in  his  O- 
ration  to  the  Queen,  on  this  Occafion.  Which, 
for  fear  of  making  this  Matter  too  tedious,  wepur- 
pofely  omit  {g).  In  it  the  Orator  difplayed  more 
of  the  Statefman  and  Lawyer,  than  of  the  Chrif- 
tian.  But  vvt  haften  to  the  Words  of  the  Peti- 
tion itfelf  J  which,  with  the  Anfwcr  to  it,  are 
both  preferved  by  the  Hiftorian  of  this  Reign  ; 
the  latter  being  only  fummarily  mentioned  in  the 
yourtials. 

May  it  pie afe  your  Mojl  Excellent  MajeJIy,  our  Mojl 
Gracious  Sovereign, 

.     *  "\7[7'^'  '^'^^^  humble,  loving,   and   faithful 

from'"the"L!)ros '  VV       Subjetfts,  the  Lords  and  Commons  in 

and    Ccmmons,  '  this  prefent  P.'.rliament  alTemblcd,  having  of  long 

f(.r  ihe  E««^^'-'  Time,  to  our  intolerable  Grief,  feen  by  how  ma- 

u  Stoi!".'^     ^^"'  nilold,  moft  dangerous,  and  exccrablr  Pradices, 

*  y^iV_y,  Daughter  and   Heir  of   yanies   V.  late 

*  King  of  Scots,  Dowager  of  Frame,  commonly 

'  cal- 

[g)  D'Eivti'x  Jcumalt,  p.  4.00. 
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called  the  Queen  of  toj,  hath  compafled  theQ^^^^^ji^^^^jj,. 
Deftruction  of  your  Majefty  s  Moll  bacred  and  i^ge. 
Royal  Perfon  ;  in  whofe  Safety  (next  under  God) 
our  chief  and  only  Felicity  doth  confift  :  And 
thereby  not  only  to  bereave  us  of  the  Sincere  and 
True  Religion  of  Almighty  God,  bringing  us 
and  this  noble  Crown  back  again  into  the  Thral- 
dom of  the  Romifli  Tyranny  ;  but  alio  utterly 
to  ruinate  and  overthrow  the  happy  State  and 
Commonwealth  of  this  Moft  Noble  Realm. ' 
Which  being,  from  Time  to  Time,  by  the  great 
Mercy  and  Providence  of  God,  and  your  High- 
nefs's  fingular  Wifdom,  forefeen  and  prevented  ; 
your  Majefty,  of  your  exceeding  great  Clemency, 
and  princely  Magnanimity,  hath  moft  gracioully 
pafled  over,  (although  often  and  inftantly  moved 
by  your  moft  loving  and  faithful  Subjects,  to  the 
contrary,  in  Times,  in  your  Parliaments,  and  at 
many  other  Times)  and  haih  alio  prote6led  and 
defended  the  faid  Bcottijh  Queen  from  thofe  great 
Dangers,  which  her  own  People,  for  certain 
deteftable  Crimes  and  grievous  Offences  to  her 
imputed,  hath  determined  againft  her.  All  which 
notwithftanding,  the  faid  Queen  was  nothing 
moved  withthefe  and  many  other  your  Majefty's 
moft  gracious  Favours  toward  her  ;  but  rather 
obdurate  in  Malice,  and,  by  Hope  of  continual 
Impunity,  imbolden'd  to  profecute  her  cruel  and 
mifchievous  Determination,  by  fome  fpeedy  and 
violent  Courfe;  and  now  lately  a  very  Dangerous 
Plot,  being  conceived  and  fet  down  by  Anthony 
Bahlngton  and  others.  That  fix  defperate  and 
wicked  Perfons  (hould  undertake  that  wicked 
and  moft  horrible  Enterpnze,  to  take  away 
your  Majefty's  Life,  (whom  God,  of  his  infi- 
nite Mercy,  long  preferve)  {he  did  not  only  give 
her  Advice  and  Direction  upon  every  Point,  and 
all  Circumftances  concerning  the  fame;  and  make 
earneft  Rtqueft  to  have  it  petform'd  with  all  Di- 
ligence ;  but  did  alfo  p  '  mife  AfTurance  of  larpe 
Reward  and  Recompence  to  the  Doers  thereof. 
Vol.  IV,  T  Whicfi 
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Which  being  inform'd  to  your  Majefty,  it  pleaf* 
ed  your  Highnefs,  upon  the  earneft  Suit  of  fuch 
as  tendered  the  Safety  of  your  Royal  Perfon,  and 
the  good  and  quiet  Slate  of  this  Realm,  to  direct 
your  Commiffion,  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Eng- 
land, to  the  Lords  and  others  of  your  Highnels's 
Privy-Council,  and  certain  other  Lords  of  Par- 
liament, of  the  greateft  and  mod  antient  Degree, 
with  fome  of  your  principal  Judges,  to  examine, 
hear,  and  determine  the  fame  Caufe  ;  and  there- 
upon to  give  Sentence  or  Judgment,  according 
to  a  Statute  in  that  Behalf  made,  in  the  twenty- 
feventh  Year  of  your  moft  gracious  Reign. 
By  virtue  whereof,  the  more  Part  of  the  fame 
CommifTioncrs,  being  in  Number  thirty-fix, 
having  at  fundry  Times  fully  heard  what  was  al- 
ledged  and  proved  againft  the  faid  Scottijh  Queen, 
in  her  own  Prefence,  touching  the  faid  Crimes 
and  Offences,  and  what  flie  could  fay  for  her 
Defence  and  Excule  therein  j  did,  after  long 
Deliberation,  give  their  Sentence  and  Judgment, 
with  one  Confent,  That  the  Death  and  Dcftruc- 
tion  of  your  Royal  Per  Ion,  was  imagined  and 
compafled  by  the  faid  Anthony  Bahington,  with 
the  Privity  of  the  faid  Scottijh  Qiieen  ;  and  that 
(lie  did  alfo  compal's  and  imagine  the  Death  and 
Dcftrudion  of  your  Mod  Royal  Perfon.  Now, 
for;.fmuch  as  we,  your  Majelly's  moft  humble, 
loyal  and  dutiful  Subjcds,  reprefenting  unto  your 
Moft  Excellent  Majefty,  the  univerfal  State  of 
your  whole  People  of  all  Degrees  in  this  your 
Realm,  do  \'''el!  perceive,  and  are  fully  fatisfied, 
th.-;t  the  f.^me  Sentence  and  Judgment  is  in  all 
'i'hings  molt  honourable,  juft  and  lawful  ;  and 
haviut--,  carcUil'.y  and  effectually,  according  to  our 
moft  Doundtn  Duties,  \^■cighcd  and  confidered, 
upon  what  (»round  and  Caufe,  fo  many  traiter- 
ous  ;'.nd  dangerous  Prailices,  againft  your  Moft 
Royal  Perfon  and  Eftate,  and  tor  the  Invading  of 
this  Realm,  have,  for  the  Space  of  many  Years 
paft,  grown  and  proceeded  ;  do  certainly  find, 
and  arc  undoubiediy  perfuaded,  that  all  the  lame 

*  J3avc 
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have  been,  from  Time  to  Time,  attempted  andQ^gj^^jj^^l^^y^, 
pradlifed  by  and  from  the  Scottifl)  Q^ieen,  and        ,586. 
by  her  Confederates,  Minifters,  and   Favourers} 
who  conceive  an  affured  Hope  to  atchieve  fpee- 
dily,   by  your  Majefty's  untimely  Death,   that  ' 

which  they  have  long  expeded,  and  whereof, 
during  your  Life,  Cwhich  God  long  preferve,  to 
our  ineilimable  Comfort)  they  defpair  ;  to  wit,  to 
place  her,  the  faid  Scottifh  Queen,  in  the  Impe- 
rial and  Kingly  Seat  of  this  Realm,  and  by  her 
to  banilli  and  deftroy  the  Profeflbrs  and  Profef- 
fm^  of  the  True  Religion  of  J^/WiC^r//?,  and  the 
antient  Nobility  of  this  Land  ;  and  to  bring  this 
whole  State  and  Commonweal  to  Foreign  Sub- 
jeftion,  and  utter  Ruin  and  Confufion  ;  which 
their  malicious  and  traiterous  Purpofe  they  will 
never  ceafe  to  profecute,  by  all  poffible  Means 
they  can,  fo  long  as  they  may  have  their  Eyes  and 
Imaginations  fixed  upon  that  Lady,  the  only 
Ground  of  their  treafonable  Hope  and  Conceits, 
and  the  only  Seed  Plot  of  all  dangerous  and  trai- 
terous Devices  and  Praflices,  againft  your  Sacred 
Perfon.  And  feeing  alfo  what  infolelit  Boldnefs 
is  grown  in  the  Heart  of  the  lame  Queen,  through 
your  ?v1ajefty^s  former  exceeding  Favours  to- 
wards her  ;  and  thereupon  weighing,  with  hea- 
vy and  forrovt^ful  Hearts,  in  what  continual  Pe- 
ril in  fuch-like  defperate  Confpiracies  and  Prac- 
tices, your  Majefty's  Mofi  Royal  and  Sacred 
Perfon  and  Life  Cmore  dear  unto  us  than  our 
own)  is  and  fhall  be  ftill,  without  any  poffible 
Means  to  prevent  it,  fo  long  as  the  faid  Scottijb 
Queen  fhall  be  fuffered  to  continue,  and  fhall  not 
receive  that  due  Puniftiment,  which,  by  Juflice 
and  the  Laws  of  this  your  Realm,  flie  hath,  fo 
often,  and  fo  many  Ways,  for  her  molt  wicked 
and  deteftable  Offences,  deferved :  Therefore^ 
snd  for  that  we  fmd,  that  if  the  faid  Lady  fhall 
nov/  eicape  the  due  and  deferved  Punifliment  of 
Death  for  thefe  her  moft  execrable  Treafons  and 
Offences  j  your  Highnels's  Royal  Perfon  fhall 
be  expofed  unto    many  more,   and  thofe  more 

T  «  *  feeret    ' 
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QuecnEii«beth.*  fecret  and  dangerous  Confpiracies,  than  before  ; 
1586,       '  and  fuch  as  (hall  not,  or  cannot,  be  forefeen  or 
'  difcovered,  asthefeher  late  Attempts  have  been  j 
'  and  {hall  not  hereafter  be  fo  well  able  to  take  a-, 

*  way  the  Ground  and  Occafion  of  the  fame,  as 

*  now,  by   Juftice,  may  and  ought  to  be  done. 

*  We  do  moft  humbly  befeech  your  Moft  Excel- 
'  lent  Majefty,  that,  as  well  in  refpedt  of  the  Con- 

*  tinuance  of  the  True  Religion  now  profefleda- 

*  mongft  us,  and  of  the  Safety  of  your  Moft  Royal 

*  Perfon  andEftate,as  in  regard  of  the  Prefervati- 

*  on  and  Defence  of  us  your  Moft  Loving,  Dutiful, 
'  and  Faithful  Subjei^s,  and  the  whole  Common- 

*  Wealth  of  this  Realm,  it  may  pleafe  your  High- 

*  nefs  to  take  fpeedy  Order,  That  Declaration  of 

*  the  fame  Sentence  and  Judgment  be  made  and 
'  publifli'd  by  Proclamation,  and  that  thereupon 
'  Dired^ion  be  given  for  further  Proceedings  againft 

*  the  faid  Smti/h  Queen,  according  to  the  EfFedt 
'  and  true  Meaning  of  the  faid  Statute  :    Becaufe, 

*  upon  advifed  and  great  Confultation,  we  cannot 

*  find  that  there  is  any  poflible  Means  to  provide 

*  for  your  Majefty's  Safety,   but  by  the  juft  and 

*  fpeedy  Execution  of  the  faid  Queen,  the  Neglec- 

*  ting  whereof  may  procure  the  heavy  Difpleafure 

*  and  Punifliment  of  Almighty  God,  as  by  fundry 

*  fevere  Examples  of  his  great  Juftice  in  that  Be- 
'  half,  left  us,  in  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  doth  appear. 
'  And  if  the  fame  be  not  put  in  prefent  Execution, 

*  we  your  Moft  Loving  and  Dutiful  Subjedls,  fhall 

*  thereby  (fo  far  as  Man's  Reafon  can  reach)  be 
'  brought  into  utter  Defpair  of  the  Continuance, 

*  amongft  us,  of  the  True  Religion  of  Almighty 

*  God,  and  of  your  Majefty's  Life,  and  the  Safety 
'  of  all  your  faithful  Subjedts,  and  the  good  Eftate 
'  of  this  Moft  Flourifliing  Commonwealth.' 

After  hearing  the  Petition  read,  the  Queen  with 
great  Majefty,  both  of  Countenance  and  Speech, 
fays  our  Hiftorian,  anfwered  to  this  Purpofe  : 

S  O 
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C0  many  and  fo great  are  the  unmeafurahle  Graces q^^^^YX\zz\it\\>., 
^  and  Benefits  bejiowed  upon  me  by  the  Almighty ^         1586. 
that  I  muft.  not  only  mo/l  humbly  acknowledge  ^em  as 
Benefits,  but  admire  'em  as  Miracles,  being  in  no  fort  The  Queen's 
able  to  exprefis  'em.     And  tho"  none  alive  can  morejujl-  Anfwer. 
ly  acknowledge  him felf  bound  to  God  than  /,  whojeLife 
he  has  mlraculoufiy  preserved  from  fo  many  Dangers: 
Yet  am  I  not  more  deeply  bound  to  give  him  Thanks  for 
any  one  Thing  than  for  this  which  J  will  now  tell  you^ 
and  which  I  account  as  a  Miracle  ;  namely.  That  as  I 
came  to  the  Crown  with  the  hearty  Good-Will  of  all 
my  Subjects,  fo  now,  after  twenty -eight  Tears  Reign, 
I  perceive  in  'em  the  fame,  if  not  greater  Affection  to- 
wards me  ;  which  fi)ouU  1  once  Icfe,  I  might,  per  haps, 
find  my  felf  to  breathe,  butnever  could  I  think  that  I  were 
alive.  And  now,  tho'  my  Life  has  been  dangeroufiy  fiM 
at,  yet,  I  proteft,  there  is  nothing  has  more  gr'ev'd  me, 
than  that  one,  who  differs  notjrom  me  inSex.  one  of  like 
^ality  and  Degree,cne  of  the  (ame  Race  andStock , and 
fo  nearly  related  to  me  in  Blood,  foould  fall  into  fu  g^eat 
a  Mifdemeanor.    And  fo  far  have  I  been  from  bearing 
her  any  Ill-Will,  that,  upon  the   Difcovery  offotne 
treafon'Able  Pra^ices  againfi  me.  Iwrote privately  to 
her,  that  if  fi)e  would  confefs  and  acknowledge  them, 
by  a  Letter  betzvixt  her  and  me,  they  fljould  be  wrapt 
up  in  Silence.     Neither  did  I  write  this  with  a  Pur- 
pofe  to  in  trap  her  ;  for  I  knew  already  as  much  asj})e 
could  confefs.     And  even  yet,  tho'  the  Matter  be  come 
thus  jar,  if/he  would  truly  repent,  and  no  Man  would 
undertake  her  Caufe  againfi  me,  and  if  my  Life  alone 
depended  hereupon,  and  not  the  Safety  and  Welfare  of 
all  my  People,  I  would  (Iprotejl  unfeignedly)  wdling- 
ly  and  readily  pardon  her.     Nay,  if  England  might 
by  my  Death  obtain  a  more  flourijlnng  Condition  and 
a  better  Prince,  I  would  mcfi  gladly  lay  down  my  Life. 
For,  for  your  Sakes  it  is,  and  for  my  People's,  that  I 
defire  to  live.     As  for  me,  I  fee  no  fuch  great  Reafon 
(according  as  1  have  led  my  Life)  why  IJhould  either 
re  fond  to  live,  or  fear  to  die.    I  have  had  good  Expe- 
rience of  this  World  ;  I  have  known  what  it  is  to  be  a 
Suhje^,  and  I  now  know  luhat  it  is  to  be  a  Sovereign. 
T  3  Good 
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Queen  Elizabeth.  Gocd  Neighbours  I  have  had^  and  I  have  met  with  bad ; 
'      1586,       andinTruJl  1  have  found  Treafon.     I  have  be/low  d 
Benefits  upon  III- De/ervers  -y  and  where  I  have  done 
well,  I  have  been  ill  requited  and  fpoken  of.     While  1 
'  call  to  Mind  thefe  Things  paji^  behold  Things  prefent^ 

and  look  forward  toward  Things  to  come^  I  count  them 
happieji  that  go  hence  foonefi.  Neverthelefs  againjljuth 
Evils  and  Aiifthiefs  as  thefe^  I  am  arm'd  with  a  bet- 
ter Courage  than  is  common  in  my  Sex  ;  fo  as  whatfo- 
ever  befah  me^  Death  Jlmll  neveY  find  me  unprepared. 
And  as  touching  thefe  treafonable  Attempts^  I  will 
not  fo  far  wrong  myfelf^   or  the  Lazus  of  my  King- 
dcmy  as  not  to  think  but  that  /he^  having  been  the 
Contriver  of  the  faid  Ireafons^  was  bound  and  liable 
to  the  aniient  and  former  Laws,  though  the  late  A£i 
had  never  been  made  \  which  notivithjianding  was  in 
no  Sort  made  to  prejudice  her,  as  divers  who  are  in- 
clined to  favour  her  have  imagined.     So  far  was  it 
from  being  made  to  entrap  her,  that  it  was  rather  in- 
tended to  forewarn  and  deter  Iyer  from  attempting 
any  th'ng  againji  it.     But  feeing  it  had  now  the 
Force  of  a  Laiv,  I  thought  good  to  proceed  againji 
her  according  to  the  fame.     But  you  Lawyers  are  Jo 
curious  in  Scanning  the  nice  Points  of  the  Laiv,   and 
proceeding  according  to  Forms,  rather,  than  Expound- 
ing and  Interpreting  the  Laws  themfehes,  that  if 
your  IVay  were  obferved,  Jhe  mujl  have  been  indided 
in  StafFordfhire,  and  have  holden  up  her  Hand  at 
the  Bar,  and  have  been  trfd  by  a  fury  of  Twelve 
Men.     A  proper  Way,  for  foot  h,  of  Try'mg  a  Prin- 
ce/s.     To  avoid  therefore  fuch  Abfurdities,  I  thought 
it  better  to  refer  the  Examination  of  fo  weighty  a 
Caufe  to  a  feleii  Number  of  the  noblejl  Perfouages  of 
the  A^and,    and  the  Judges  of  the  Realm;    and  all 
little  enough.     For  we  Princes  are  fet  as  it  were  upon 
Stages  in  the  Sight  and  I'^eiv  of  all  the  World:   The 
Icaji  Spot  is  fcou  fp\'d  in  our  Garments,  the  fmallcfi 
B'enufi)  prejently  ob/erv''d  in  us  at  a  great  Di/lance. 
It  beh'/ves  us  therefore  to  be  careful  that  our  Proceed- 
ings be  j  /(i  and  honourable.     But  I  muJl  tell  you 
one  Thing.,  that  by  this  lajl  A£i  f  Parlia-nent,   you 
kqve  reduced  me  to  fuch  Straits  and  Perplexitiesy 

that 
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that  I  muji  refolve  upon  the  Puni/hment  of  her  who  Qi?««n  Elizabeth. 
is  a  Princefs  fo  nearly  allied  to  me  in  Blood,  and        '^^^* 
wbofe  Pra^ices  againjt  me  have  Jo  deeply  affected  me 
with  Grief  and  Sorrow^   that  I  have  willingly  cho- 
fen  to  abfent  my  [elf  from  this  Parliament,  leji  IJhould 
increafe  my  Trouble  by  hearing  the  Matter  tnent'ion'di 
and  not  out  of  Fear  of  any  Danger  or  treacherous  At- 
tempt againjl  me^  as  fome  think.     But  I  will  now  tell 
you  a  farther  Secret y  (tho'  it  be  not  ufual  with  me  to 
blab  forth  in  other  Cafes  what  I  know. )     It  is  not 
long  fince  thefe  Eyes  of  mine  Jaw  and  read  an  Oath, 
wherein  fome  bound  themjelves  to  kill  me  within  a 
Month.     Hereby  I  fee  your  Danger  in  my  Perfon, 
which  1  will  be  very  careful  to  prevent  and  keep  off. 
The  Affoc'iation  you  entered  into  for  my  Safety  I 
have  not  forgotten -■,  a  Thing  I  never  fo  much  as 
thought  of  till  a  great  Number  of  Hands  and  Seals 
to  it  were  Jbewed  me.     This  has  laid  a  perpetual 
Tie  and  Obligation  upon  me,  to  bear  you  a  fngular 
Good-Will  and  Love,  who  have  Jio  greater  Comfort 
than  in  your  and  the  Commonwealths  Refpett  and 
Jffiiiion  toivards  me.     "But  forafmuch  as  the  Mat- 
ter now  in  Hand  is  very  rarely  exampled,  and  of 
greateji  Conjequence,   J  hope  you  do  not  look  for  any 
prejent  Rejolution  from  me :    For  my  Manner  is,  in 
Matters  of  lefs  Moment  than  this,  to  deliberate  long 
upon  that  which  is  but  once  to  be  refolved.     In  the 
mean  Time,  I  befeech  Almighty  God,  fo  to  illuminate 
and  dire^  my  Heart,    that  j  may  fee  clearly  what 
may  be  heji  for  the  Good  oj  his  Church,  the  Projperity 
of  the  Commonwealth,  and  your  Safety,     And  that 
Delay  7nay  not  breed  Danger,  ive  ivill  fignify  our 
Rejolution  to  you  luitb  all  Conveniency.     And  what- 
ever the  bejl  oJ  SuhjeBs  may  expe^  at  the  Hands  of 
the  heJi  Princes,  that  expe^  from  me  to  be  perfor- 
med to  the  fulL 

It  will  be  found  by  the  Sequel,  that  our  Hiflorlan, 
Livy  like,  has  drefled  up  the  Queen's  Anfwer  in  bet- 
ter Language  than  her  Time  will  allow.  But,  this 
niuft  pafs  at  prefent;  for  it  is  not  inferted  at  length 
in.  fither  Joiirwl.—To  proceed.     The  Lords  met 

again 
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ijueenEiirabeth.  again  on  the  15th  of  Novemher^  and  thence  ad- 
'^^^'        journed  to  the  22d  of  the  fame  Month. 

^In  the  Interim,  Cambden  tells  us  that  the  Queen 
had  well  weigh'd  the  Matter  in  her  Mind,  and,  be- 
ing diftrafted  with  Cares  and  Thoughts,  as  it  were 
in  fome  Conflidl  with  herfelf,  what  to  do  in  fo  im- 
portant a  Bufinefs,  fhe  fent  the  Lord  Chancellor  to 
the  upper  Houfe,  and  Puckering^  the  Speaker,  to  the 
lower,  to  advife  them  to  find  out  a  more  pleafing  Ex^ 
pedienty  wkereby  both  the  ^leen  of  Scot's  Life  might 
be  fpared  and  her  own  Security  provided  for. 

This  is  Mr.  Cambden's  Account  of  this  fecond 
Meflage,  which  he  fays,  was  fent  twelve  Days  af- 
ter the  Petition  was  delivered,  by  Puckering  the 
Speaker  :  But  herein  our  Hiftorian  will  be  found 
guilty  of  two  Miftakes,  by  the  Authority  of  the 
Journals.  That  of  the  Commons  informs  us, 
that  on  the  14th  of  November^  two  Days  after  the 
Petition  was  delivered,  when  the  Speaker  had  re- 
ported to  the  Houfe  the  Subftance  of  the  Qi^ieen's- 
Anfwer,  Mr.  Vice- Chamberlain  flood  up,  and 
having  firft  affirmed  that  the  Speaker's  Report  was 
true,  he  added,  that  the  Queen  had  command- 
ed him  that  Morning,  to  fignify  to  the  Houfe, 
Her  MajeAy's  «  That  her  Highnefs,  moved  with  fome  Commi- 
MsiTageinFa-   <   fgration  for  the  Scottijh  Queen,  in  refpeft  of  her 

your    ot    the        ,    ^  t>i-       •  .  i-  •     v" 

Qaeen  of  Scots.      former  Dignity  and  great  \  oriunes  m  her  young- 

*  er  Years,  her  Nearnefsof  Kindred  to  her  Ma- 
'  jefty,  and  alfo,  of  her  Sex,  could  be  well  plea- 

*  fed  to  forbear  taking  of  her  Blood  ;  if,  by  any 

*  other  Means  to  be  devifed,  by  the  Great  Council 

*  of  this  Realm,  the  Safety  of  her  Majefty's  Per- 

*  fon  and  Government  might  be  preferved,  with- 

*  out  Danger  of  Ruin  and  Deftrudtion.  But  here- 
'  in  (he  left  them,  neverthelefs,  to  their  own  free 

*  Liberty  and  Difpoiitions,    of  proceeding  other- 

*  ways,    at   their  Choice.     For,  as  her  Majefty 

*  wo. Id  willingly  hearken  to  the  Reafons  of  any 

*  particular  Member  of  this  Houfe;  fo,  he  added, 

*  they  might  exiiihit  their  Thoughts,  in  that  Cafe, 
'  either  to  any  of  the  Privy-Council,  being  of  that 
'  Houfe,  or  to  the  Speaker,  to  be  by  him  deliver- 
«  ed  to  her  iMajefty.*  '  After 
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After  the  afOrefaid  Orator  had  delivered  this  Queen  EUaabetii. 
Meflage,  he  took  Occafion  to  put  the  Houfe  in  'S86, 
Mind,  that  at  the  Beginning  of  this  Parliament 
the  Lord  Chancellor  told  them,  that  it  was  her  Ma- 
jefty's  exprefs  Command,  no  Laws  at  all  Ihould 
be  made  in  this  Seffion ;  her  Majefty  purpofing  not 
to  be  prefent  to  give  her  Royal  Aflent  to  any. 
Wherefore  he  defired  that  this  Houfe  might  be  ad- 
journed to  the  1 8th  oi  hiovemberi  in  which  Time, 
he  faid,  it  might  be  her  Majefty  would  fend  fome 
other  Anfwer  to  their  Petition  which  fhe  yet  had  not 
read.     And  the  Houfe  was  adjourned  accordingly. 

On  that  Day,after  many  Speeches  and  Arguments, 
which,  by  the  by,  we  find  were  all  on  one  Side, 
the  Houfe  came  to  a  Refolution,  *  That  no  other 
'  Way,  Device  or  Means  whatfoever  could  or  can 

*  poffibly  be  found,  or  imagined,  that  fuch  Safety 
'  can  in  any  v/ife  be  had,  fo  long  as  the  faid  Queen 

*  of  Scots  doth,  or  fhall  live.' 

The  Journals  of  the  Lords  fay  nothing  of  this 
MelTage;  but  there  is  Reafon  to  believe  it  was  fent 
to  them,  becaufe  that  Authority  informs  us,  that, 
on  the  22d,  '  After  many  Debates  in  that 
'  Houfe,  the  Lords  agreed  that  the  Matter  ftiould 
'  be  put  to  the  Queftion,  and  every  Peer  being 
'  afked  his  feveral  Voice  anfwered,  with  one  Con- 
'  fent.  That  they  could  find  no  other  Way.^ 

'  Item^  The  fame  Day,    they  of  the  Lower 

*  Houfe  came  up,  and  defired  the  Lords  to  be  con- 
'  tent  to  appoint  fome  of  tlieir  Houfe  to  confer  with 
'  them,  upon  the  Anfwer  that  was  to  be  made  to 
'  her   H'ghnefs.     Whereupon    the   Lords    made 

*  Choice  of  the  following,  viz.  the  Archbiftops 
'  of  Canterbury  and  Tork^  and  the  Lord-Trealu- 
'  rer,  ^c.  And  the  Lords,  after  Conference  had 
'  with  the  Committee  of  the  Lower  Houfe,  made 
'  Report  that  the  like  Queltion  was  propofed  to 
'  them  of  the  Commons  Houfe,  and  that  they 
'  anfwered  all  with  one  Confent.  no  Man  gainfay- 

*  ing,  That  they  culd  find  no  othet  Way.     Where- 

*  upon,    the  Committees  of  both  Houfcs  agreed 

'  upon 
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^een Elizabeth.  *  Upon  this  Anfwer  to  be  made  to  her  Majefty, 

'S^fi.        *  That  having  often  conferred  and  long  debated 

'  on  that  Queftion,  according  to  her  Highnefs's 

*  Commandment,  they  could  find  no  other  Way 
Both  Houfes  re- '  than  what  was  fet  down  in  their  Petition, 
foiveto  ahideby  '  Whjch  Anfwer,  for  the  Lords,  was  delivered  to 
iheix  Petition.    «  },er  Majefty,  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  for 

'  the   Commons  by   their  Speaker,  at  Richmond^ 
'  Thurfday^  November  the  twenty  fourth.' 

*  On  the  25th  of  the  fame  MonUl,  the  Lord 

*  Chancellor  delivered  to  the  Lords  her  Majefty 's 

*  Anfwer  to  their  laftRefoIutton,  the  Effect  where- 
'  of,    was  put  in  very  extraordinary  Terms;    l\'y 

,  *  faid  her  Majefty,  /  Jhould  fay  unto  you  that  I 
AJbig^S"L. '  ^^^^^  ^°*  ^^  S^^^i  your  Petition,  by  my  Faith,  I 
fwer.  '  Jhould  fay  unto  you  more  than,  perhaps,  I  mean. 

*  yfnd  if  I  jljould  fay  unto  you  1  mean  to  grant 

*  your  Petition,   I  fiiould  then  tell  ym  more  than  is 

*  fit  for  you  to  know.     And  thus  I  muji  deliver  you 
'  an  Anfwer  Anfwerlefi.^ 

Thus  much  Verbatim  from  the  Lord's  'Journal. — 
And  all  we  have  to  add  from  the  fame  Authority,, 
is,  that  a  large  Entry  is  made  in  this  laft  Day's  Pro- 
ceedings, of  every  Thing  done  in  the  foregoing, 
relating  to  this  Aifair  j  with  a  Copy  of  the  Petition 
at  the  Conclufion. 

The  unhappy  and  predeftined  Queen  of  Scot% 
had  not  one  Advocate,  in  eiihcr  Houfe,  that 
would  or  durft  plead  in  her  Favour.  The  Current 
againft  her  was  \q  ftrong,  as  would  then  have  over- 
thrown all  Oppofers,and  involved  them  m  the  fame 
Ruin.  There  are  leveral  Pieces  of  broken  Speeches 
inferted  in  the  Commons  Journals,  all  tending  to 
her  Deftru6tion  ;  but  fo  interfperfed  and  unconnec- 
ted, as  would  be  very  tirefome  to  a  Reader.  What 
we  can  colled  from  the  v/hole  of  thefc  Arguments 
is,  firft,  '  That  great  Sucfs  was  laid,  on  the  As- 
sociation, which  they  had  fworn  to  and  figned. 
This  was  recommended  to  the  Speaker  to  be  urged 
Home  to  her  Majefty.  Since,  as  ihcy  laid,  it  rc- 
fpected,  more  efpecially,  the  Confciences  of  a 
great  Numner  of  her  goal  and  loyal  Subjcdts  which 

cannoi 
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cannot  be  difpenfed  with  by  Laws.  It  was,  alfo»  QueenEllzateth. 
proved  by  invincible  Reafons,  as  the  journal  terms  1586. 
them,  That  neither  the  expeded  Reformation  in 
the  ScottiJ}}  Lady,  if  the  Queen  fhould  fpare  her 
Life  ;  nor  yet,  by  fafer  and  Itronger  Guarding  of 
her  Perfon;  nor  yet,  by  her  Promife  upon  Word 
or  Oath ;  nor  by  the  Hoftages  of  other  Princes  her 
Allies ;  nor  by  her  Banifliment;  nor  by  the  Revo- 
cation of  the  Bull  of  Pope  Pius  V.  (g)  nor  yet, 
by  the  Bonds  or  Words  of  a  Prince  ;  nor  of  any 
or  all  the  Princes  her  Allies,  nor  by  any  other  Way 
or  Means  whatfoever,  other  than  the  fpeedy  Exe- 
cution of  the  faid  Scottijh  Queen,  the  Safety  and 
Continuance  of  the  True  Religion,  of  the  mod 
Royal  Perfon  of  the  Queen's  Majefly,  and  of  the 
peaceable  State  of  this  Realm,  can,  in  any  wife, 
be  provided  for  and  eftablifhed.' 

It  is  eafy  to  fee  by  the  Scope  and  Drift  of  thefe 
Arguments,  that  mod  or  all  thefe  Methods  had 
been  propofed,  either  at  Home,  or  from  Abroad, 
or  from  both,  to  fave  this  wretched  Queen's  Life. 
It  is  very  probable  that  all  the  Princes  then  in  Chri- 
Jiendom  thought  themfelves  interefted  in  it.  But 
it  is  certain  that  the  violent  Party  againft  her,  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  were  eager  to  have  her 
fpeedily  deftroyed,  for  fear  feme  foreign  Applica- 
tion fhould  have  Force  enough  to  fave  her.  This 
Houfe  we  are  told,  was  gre.uly  alarmed  at  the 
Coming  of  the  French  Embaflador.,  who  arrived  in 
England^  about  this  Time,  to  make  fome  Propo- 
fals  for  faving  the  Q_ieen  of  ^cots.  For  one  Mr. 
Grice^  a  Member,  took  Notice  in  the  Houfe,  that 
fince  that  Embaflador  was  to  have  Audience  of  her 
Majefty  the  next  Day;  who,  he  was  fully  perfua- 
ded,  within  himfelf,  came  not  for  any  Good  to 
her  Majefty,  or  to  the  Realm  ;  yet,  knowing  that, 
in  fuch  Cafes,  they  are  ufually  attended  with  a 
Company  of  Rafcah^  and  the  hafeji  Sort  of  People 
of  their  Nation,  and  this  Rabble  ufing  to  thruft 
into  the  Prefence  of  the  Prince,    along  with  their 

Mafter ; 

r^')  See  before  pag.   100, 
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-WenlllMbeth.  Mafter ;    He  moved,  that  for  better  Safety  of  her 
15S6.         Majefty's  Mod  Royal  Perfon,   from  any  defperate 
Attempt  of  the  faid  Frenchmen^    it  would   pleafe 
thofe  of  this  Houfe,  who  were  of  the  Privy- Coun- 
cil,  to  take  Order  that  ihe  faid  Embaflador  might 
both  be  heard  and  receive  his  Anfwer  from   the 
Council ;    and,  in  no  wife,  to  have  Accefs  to  her 
Royal  Perfon.     To  which  it  was  anfwered  by  the 
Two  remarkably  Vice-Chamberlain,  that  this  Matter  had  been  con- 
eeaious  Motions  fidered  of,  at  the  Committees  of  both  Houfes,  and 

ILtu^™"'  O^d^'-s  P''^^  accordingly. 

7  he  laft  Thing  that  feems  neceflary  to  extradl 
from  the  Journal^  relating  to  this  bloody  Bufinefs, 
is,  that  one  Day  when  Mr.  Comptroller  of  the 
Houfliold,  Sir  Francis  Ktioliei^  was  giving  his 
Opinion  to  the  Houfe  that  there  was  no  other 
Courfe,  i^c.  He  took  Occafion  to  propofe  that 
earned  and  devout  Prayer  (hould  be  made  to  God, 
to  incline  her  Majefty's  Heart  to  the  Petition  of 
this  Houfe;  and  that  fome  apt  and  fpecial  Courfe 
of  Prayer  might  be  devifed  and  put  down  by  fome 
of  this  Houfe ;  and  not  only  be  exercifed  here  every 
Day,  but,  alfo,  by  all  the  Members,  elfewhere 
Abroad ;    and,   privately,   in  their  Chambers. 

To  this  pious  Motion  it  was  anfwered  by  Mr. 
Treafurer,  that  he  took  it  to  proceed  from  a  good 
Intention;  but  faid  that  there  was  already  a  Form 
of  Prayer  extant,  in  Print,  and  ufed  in  this  Hcufe 
for  that  Purpofc  ;  and  every  Member  might  do  the 
fame,  privately,  if  he  pleafed. 

^  Leaving  this  godlv  Debate  to  the  Reader's  own 
Refiedticn  ;  we  (hail  only  add,  That  on  the  fecond 
of  December^  the  Lords  Commiflioners  adjourned 
this  Parliament  to  the  15th  Day  of  February  fol- 
lowing ;  fo  that  this  was  one  and  the  lamc  Seflion, 
iho'  divided  by  fo  confiderable  an  Adjournment. 

We  have  been  as  particular,  a?  poflibic,  in  the 
Recital  of  this  mem.orable  Affair,  from  the  un- 
queftionable  Authority  of  the  Joutnah.  How 
ibey  tally  with  our  Biographer,  and  the  more  ge- 
neral Hiitorians,  will  ar.pcar  in  the  Sequel 

Aud,  firlt,  hear  what  Mr.  Cambden  hath   left  u. 

of 
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of  this  Matter.     After  acquainting  us  wiih  the  Queen  Elizabeth, 
Queen's  Mefl'age  to  both  Houfes,  about  Softning       1586. 
the  Sentence,    as  before  related,    he  goes  on  thus: 

*  After  long  and  ferious  Deliberation,  judging  that 
both  the  Welfare  and   Detriment  of  the  Prince 
concern'd  all  the  Subjects,  they  unanimoully  con- 
curr'd  again  in  their  former  Opinion  ;  and  that  for 
thefe  Reafons.     The  ^uen^  Safety  (they  faid)  could ThePadknient's 
no  Way  be  jecured^  as  long  as  the  l^ieen  of  bcots  further  Reafons 
liv'd,  utile fs  Jhe  jhould  either  ferioujly  repent  and  ac-  ^or  the  Scots 
knowledge  her  Offence -y    or  were  kept  with  a  clofer^^^^^^^^'^^' 
Guard,  and  fufficient  Security  given  by  Bond  and 
Oath,  for  her  good  Demeanor  j  or  delivered  Hofia- 
ges ;  or  elje  departed  the  Realm.     As  for  her  Repen- 
tance,   they  were  out  of  all  Hopes  of  it ;  confidering 
that  fje  had  fo  ill  requited  the  ^een  zvho  had  faved 
her  Life,  and  would  not  yet  acknowledge  her  Fault, 
As  for  a  furer  Guard,  (IriSler  Cujlody,  Bonds,  Oath, 
and  Hofiages,  they  efteernd  them  all  as  nothing  worth  ; 
becaufe  if  the  Reef's  Life  Were  once  taken  aivay^  all 
thefe  would  prefently  vanijh.     And  if  Jhe  Jhould  de- 
part the  Realm.,   they  fear'd  left  fje  Jhould  prefently 
take  up  Arms  and  invade  the  fame. 

Thefe  Reafons  the  Lord-Chancellor,  and  Puc- 
kering Speaker  of  the  Lower  Houfe,  explain'd  and 
open'd  more  at  large,  prefling  hard  that  the  Sen- 
tence might  be  put  in  Execution  ;  becaufe,  as  it 
were  InjuJtice  to  deny  E>:ecution  of  the  Law  to  any 
one  of  her  Subje^s  that  JJ)culd  demand  it ;  fo  much 
more  to  the  whole  Body  of  her  People  ^England, 
unanimoufy  and  with  one  Voice  humbly  and  ij-fantly 
fulng  for  the  fame.  The  Queen  anfwered  as  fol- 
lows, 

l/'E.  R  T  iinpleafing  is  that  Way.,  where  the  Setting  c^^^^  e;;,,^, 
^  out,  Progrefs  and  fournefs  End  yield  nothing  beth's  Anfwer. 
hut  Trouble  and  Vexation.  I  have  this  Day  been  in 
greater  ConfiiSi  with  myfelf,  than  ever  I  was  in  all 
my  Life,  whether  I  Jhould  Jpcak,  or  hold  my  Peace. 
If  I  jhould  fpeak,  and  not  complain,  I  jhall  difjemble: 
If  I  foould  be  fikfit^  all  your  Labour  and  Pains  ta- 
ken IV ere  in  vain :    And  if  I  Jhould  complain,    it 

7night 
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Queen  Elizabeth- ^'^.^^^^  >'«  ^  ftrange  and  unufunl  Thing,  Yet  1 
15S6.  confefsy  that  my  hearty  Deftre  was,  that  fome  other 
Means  might  have  been  devifed^  to  provide  for  your 
Security  and  my  own  Safety^  than  this  which  is  now 
propounded.  So  that  I  cannot  but  complain^  though 
not  of  yoUy  yet  to  you,  fince  I  perceive  by  your  Peti- 
tioNy  that  my  Safety  depends  wholly  upon  the  Ruin  of 
another.  If  there  be  any  that  think  I  have  fpun  out 
the  Time  on  purpofe  to  get  Commendation,  by  a  feem^ 
i7ig  Shew  of  Clemency,  they  do  me  Wrong  undefer^ 
vedly^  as  he  knows  who  is  the  Searcher  of  the  moji 
fecret  Thoughts  of  the  Heart.  Or  if  there  be  any 
that  are  perfuaded  the  Commijfoneri  durji  pro- 
nounce no  other  Sentence  for  Fear  they  Jhould  thereby 
difpkafe  me^  or  feem  to  fail  of  their  Care  for  my 
'prefetvation,  they  do  but  burthen  and  wrong  me 
with  fuch  injurious  Conceits.  For  either  thofe  whom 
I  put  in  Irvjl  have  faiM  of  their  Duties  j  or  elje 
they  acquainted  the  Comm'jfioners  in  my  Name,  that 
my  (Pill  and  Pleafure  was,  that  every  one  fjouid  atl 
freely y  according  to  his  Confacnce;  and  what  they 
thought  not  fit  to  be  made  publick,  that  they  Jhould 
communicate  to  me  in  private.  It  ivas  of  my  fa- 
vourable Inclination  toivards  her,  that  I  defired  Jome 
other  Way  might  he  found  out.,  to  prevent  this  Mif- 
chief.  But  fince  It  is  new  refolv'd^  that  my  Security 
is  defperate  without  her  Death,  I  find  a  great  Re- 
luiiancy  and  Trouble  within  me.,  that  /,  who  have  in 
my  Time  pardcn'd  fo  many  Rebels.,  winked  at  fo  many 
Trcafons,  or  tiegleiied  them  by  Silence,  fnould  now 
feem  to  fl)ew  myfelf  cruel  towards  fo  great  a  Prin- 
cefs. 

I  have.,  fince  I  came  to  the  Government  of  this 
Realm,  fcen  many  defamatory  Libels  and  Pamphlets 
againji  me,  taxing  me  to  be  a  Tyrant.  Well  fare 
the  Writers  Hearts  \  I  believe  th^cir  gleaning  was 
to  tell  7ue  Neiui.  And  News  indeed  it  was  to  me  to 
be  branded  zvith  T;  ranny.  I  would  it  zvere  ay  great 
Neivs  to  hear  of  their  Wickednefs  and  hnpiety.  But 
what  is  it  which  they  will  not  venture  to  ivrite  now, 
when  they  Jlall  hear  that  I  have  given  my  Confent, 
that  the  Executioner's  Hands  Jhould  be  imbrued^  in 

"the 
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ihBBloodcf  my  Jieareji  Km/woman  F    Buijofar  am  Iq^ceni.\{zahttiu 
from  Cruelty^  that^  though  it  were  tojave  my  own  Life,        1586. 
Iwouldnot ojfer  her  theleajl  Violence:   Neither  have  I 
bten  fo  careful  how  to  preferve  my  own  Life,  as  hew  to  ^ 

preferve  both  her's  and  mine:  Which  that  it  is  now 
impojjihk  todoy  I  am  heartily  troubled.  Jam  not  fa 
void  ofSenfe  andjudgment^  as  not  to  fee  my  ownDan- 
ger  before  my  Eyes ;  nor  fo  indifcreet^  as  to  fl)arpen  a 
Sword  to  cut  my  own  Throat ;  nor  fo  egregioufy  care- 
lefs^  as  not  to  provide  for  the  Safety  of  my  own  Life. 
This  I  confider  with  myfelf,  that  many  a  Man  ivould 
hazard  his  ovon  Life  to  fave  the  Life  of  a  Princefs ; 
but  I  am  not  of  their  Opinion.  Thefe  Things  have  I 
many  Times  thought  upon  Jerioujly  with  myfelf. 

But  fince  fo  many  have  both  written  and  fpoken 
■againfi  me^  give  me  Leave,  I  pray  you,  to  fay  fnie- 
what  in  my  own  Defence,  that  ye  may  fee  what 
Manner  of  Woman  I  am,  for  whofe  Safety  and  Pre' 
fervaiion  ye  have  taken  /uch  extraordinary  Care. 
Wherein  as  I  do,  with  a  moft  thankful  Hearty  difcerji 
and  read  your  great  Vigilance;  jo  am  1  Jure  1  fall 
never  requite  it,  had  I  as  many  Lives  as  all  you 
together. 

When  firf  I  took  the  Scepter  into  my  Hand,  I 
was  not  unmindful  of  God  the  Giver,  and  therefore 
I  began  my  Reign  with  fecuri?ig  his  Service,  and 
the  Religion  I  had  been  both  born  in,  bred  in,  and, 
I  truft,  Jhall  die  in.  And  though  I  was  not  igno- 
rant hoiv  many  Dangers  I  Jhould  meet  ivithal  at 
Home,  for  my  altering  Religion,  and  how  many 
great  Princes  Abroad  of  a  contrary  Profejfion  would 
in  that  RefpeH  bear  an  hoflile  M'nd  towards  me: 
Tet  luas  I  no  whit  difmafd  thereat^  knowing  that 
God,  wlmn  alone  I  eyd  and  refpe^l'ed,  iuo'.ild  defend 
both  me  and  my  Cavfe.  Hence  it  is  that  fo  many 
Treacheries  and  Con/piracies  have  been  attempted 
againjl  me,  that  I  might  well  admire  to  fnd  myfelf 
alive  at  this  prefent  Day,  were  it  not  that  God's  ho- 
ly Hand  has  fill  protected  me  beyond  all  Expecta- 
tion. Next,  to  the  End  I  might  make  the  better 
Progrefs  in  the  /Irt  of  Ruling  well,  I  had  lo;/g  and 
ferims  CogHatians  ivitb  myfelf  ivkat  Thihg>  were 

my'l 
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floeenEiixabeth. '^"-^  «wr%  and  becoming  Kings  to  do:    And  I 

1586.      found  it  abfolutefy  that  they  Jhould  be  completely  fur- 

nijhed   with  thoje  prime  capital  Virtues,    'Jujiicet 

Temperance^  Prudence  and  Magnanimity.     Of  the 

two  latter  I  will  not  boajl  myfelf\  my  Sex  does  not 

permit  it  ;  they  are  proper  to  Men.     But  for  tbe  two 

former  and  lefs  roughs  I  dare  fay,  (and  that  without 

OJientation)  I  never  made  a  Difference  of  Perfons^ 

but  high  and  low  had  equally  Right  done  them :    I 

never  preferred  any  for  Favour  whom  I  thought  not 

fit  and  worthy:    J  never  was  forward  to  believe 

Stories  at  the  fir  ft  Telling ;    nor  was  I  fo  rajh  as  to 

fuffer  my  fudgment  to  be  foreJlaWd  with  Prejudice, 

before  I  had  heard  the  Caufe.     I  will  not  fay  but 

many  Reports  might  haply  be  brought  me,  too  much  in 

Favour  of  the  one  Side  or  the  other:    For  a  good  and 

a  wary  Prince  may  fometimes  be  bought  and  fold, 

whilji  we  cannot  hear  all  our/elves.      Yet  this  I  dare 

fay  boldly^  My  Judgment  {as  far  as  I  could  under- 

Jiand  the  Cafe)  ever  went  with  the  Truth.     And  as 

Alcibiades  aJvifed  his  Frie^id,  not  to  give  any  An- 

fwer  till  he  had  run  ever  the  Letters  of  the  zvhole 

Alphabet ;  fo  have  I  never  ujcd  rafl)  and  fudden  Re^ 

folutions  in  any  Taking. 

And  therefore  as  touching  your  Counfels  and  Con- 
fultations,  I  acktiowkdge  them  to  have  been  with 
fuch  Care  a^id  Providence^  and  fo  advantageous  for 
the  Prefervation  of  my  Life,  and  to  proceed  from 
Hearts  fo  fine  ere  and  dcv.ted  to  me,  that  I  fhall  en- 
deavour what  lies  in  my  Power,  to  give  you  Caufe 
to  think  your  Paifjs  not  i/l-beficw'd,  and  Jlrive  to 
Jljew  myfclf  worthy  of  fuch  Subjetls. 

And  now  for  your  Petition,  I  defve  you  for  the 
prefent  to  content  yourfelves  w  th  an  Aniwer  without 
An  fiver.  Tour  Judgment  I  condemn  not,  neither  do 
I  miftake  ycur  Rcfons :  But  I  niufl  defire  you  to 
excufe  thoje  thoughtful  Doubts  and  Cares,  which  as 
yet  perplex  my  Mini  ;  and  to  refi  fatisiyd  ivith  the 
Profeffton  of  my  thankful  Efeem  of  your  Affections, 
and  the  Aniwer  I  have  given,  f  you  take  it  for  any 
Anjwer  at  all.  If  I  Jhould  Jay  I  will  n:t  do  what 
you  requcfty    I  migit  fay,  perhaps^  more  than  I  in- 

t  end : 
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tend:     And  if  I Jhould  fay  I  will  do  ity    I  might Q^cenEUzabcth; 
plunge  myfelf  into  as  bad  Inconveniences  as  you  en-        ^^^^' 
deavour  to  preferve  me  from :     Which  I  am  confi- 
dent your  IVifdoms  and  Difcretions  would  not  that  I 
Jhould^   if  ye  confder  the  Circumflances  of  Place, 
Time,  and  the  Manners  and  Conditions  of  Men  (h). 
To  conclude  this  long  and  melancholy  Bulineis. 
The  unhappy  Queen  of  Scots  fell  a  Sacrifice  to  the 
Romijh  Religion ;  and,  as  fhe  complains  herfeif,  in 
her  laft  Letter  to  Qiieen  Elizabeth^  to  thofe  zealous 
Puritans^    who  then  bore  the  chief  Sway  in  Eng- 
land.   Conftrained  by  Neceffity,  and  at  the  earneft 
Prayers  and  Entreaties  of  both  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment, Elizabeth  firft  fufFeied  tiie  Sentence  to  be 
publickly  proclaimed  againft  her;    and  then  fhut m a tvQueen  of 
her  Eyes  whilft  the  bloody  Decree  was  put  in  Exe-  Scot: 'beheaded. 
cation.     What  Buflle  was  made  about  Davifin, 
the  Secretary,   afterwards,    is  very  well  known. 
Moft  Hiftorians  think  this  was  all  a  Farce;  as  well 
as  the  great  Re!u(^^ance  that  was  previous  to  it. 
Qiieen  ElizcbaFs.  own  Ch:on;cler  writes,  that  It 
IV as   thought  to  proctcd  from  the  natural  Art  and 
Guije  of  JVomen  \  whoy  tho'  they  defire  a  Thing  never 
fo  much^  yet  ivill  ahvays  fsem  rather  to  be  conjlrained 
and  forced  to  it  (i). 

It  is  obfervable,  that  the  Proceedings  of  the  laft 
Parliament  were  different  from  any  that  was  ever 
fummoned  before  in  this  Kingdom.  No  Bills  of 
any  Kind  were  exhibited  in  either  Houfe;  and 
confequently,  no  Acts  were  palled  at  the  End  of  it. 
They  feemed  to  be  called,  only,  to  conftirute  a 
higher  Tribunal ;  tore-hear  and  reexamine  the 
Letters  and  Evidences  againft  the  Queen  of  Scots, 
and  confirm  the  Sentence  By  v/hich  Meins  of 
Proceeding  againft  Crowned  Heads,  El:zat>eth  gave 

Vol.  IV.  U  the 

(Z))  The  curious  Inquirer  may  find  this  Matter  more  at  large  in 
the  Supplement  to  Hollingpead's  Cbrojiicle,  {P.'.u  1 580  to  15S7.} 
ending  in  this  very  Year;  where  this  whole  Affair  is  diawii  up  and 
deiivcr'd  in  the  Language  and  Orthography  of  the  Timer. 

(i)  Curhbdcn  I'ag.  528.  The  (^een  of  Scots  was  bi  headed  at 
Fothcringhay-Cajilc,  tcb.  8  1587.  So  that  In  m  the  Time  that 
Sentence  was  pronounced  againft  her,  fhe  was  fufft-rcd  to  live,  in  a 
terrible  State  of  Uncertainty,  very  near  four  Months. 
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Queen  tTizabetb  y}^^  Parliament  a  Power,  which,  one  Branch  of  if, 
'^  ^*        loo  fatally,  took  to  themfelves,  in  a  fucceeding 

Reign. 

We  row  enter  upon  a  Year,  which  will  be  ever 
memorable  for  one  of  the  greateft  Deliverances  this 
TheSpaniflj  In- Nation  ever  had,  from  its  moft  formidable  Ene- 
vafion.  mits.     Cambden  introduces  it  with  Prefages  and 

Prophecies,  all  ominous  to  England.  Reports  and 
Rumours  were  no  longer  uncertain,  but  it  was 
now  moft  certriinly  known  that  an  invincible  Ar- 
inacta  was  rigged  and  prepared  in  ihe  Ports  of 
5/tf;/7,  in  order  to  invade  England.  And  that  the 
moft  famous  Officers  and  Soldiers  were  fent  for, 
from  different  Parts  of  the  World,  to  aflift  in  this 
Expedition. 

But,  whilft  thefe  Preparations  were  making 
Af-'no  R*^?"' ^9.  Abroad,  the  Englifl)  Parliament  met  at  Home, 
At  Wcffariinflcr,  ^"^'^ording  lo  the  Adjournment,  February  the  15th. 
It  is  very  furprifing  that  the  particular  Writer  of 
this  Reign  has  not  one  Word  about  this  fecond 
Meeting  ;  efpecially  when  there  \\ere  feme  memo- 
rable Things,  relating  to  the  Exigencies  of  the 
Times,  tranl'ac^ed  in  it.  He  fcems  to  be  fo  intent 
on  the  raifip.g  Forces  for  the  Security  of  the  King- 
dom, that  he  has  forgot  the  very  Sinews  of  War, 
without  which  all  martial  Preparations  are  in  vain. 
The  two  firft  Days  there  was  nothing  done, 
becaufe  the  Lord  Chancellor  was  fick  \  on  the 
17th  Sir  Edmund  Andcrjon^  Knt.  Lord  Ciiief 
Juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  read  publickly  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  a  Comimiliion  from  the 
Queen,  dire(^ted  to  himfelf,  by  which  he  was  au- 
thorized iind  appointed,  in  the  Abfence  of  tlx 
faiiJ  Lord  Chancellor,  to  nd  in  his  Stead. 

The  fuccccding  Days,  to  March  the  7th,  there 
wxre  only  Tome  Bilib  read  for  the  better  regulat- 
ing fomc  Branches  of  the  Law.  But,  on  the 
Day  aforcfaid,  a  Bill  was  fent  up  by  the  Com- 
4  Subf.ey.  n:!ons,  entklid.  An  /*dl  for  one  entire  iSwi^^^  (/t), 
r.nd  two  I'ijtccnths  cr.d  Tenths,  to  be  granted  to 
her  Majclly  by  the  Temporalitv.     And  it  palliru 

the 

(I)  1  Wr^tTc  St  b.fcie.     SiVKCf  p.  741. 
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the  Houfe  on  the  9th  Inftant.     The  ne:^t  Day  a  Queen  Eiiz^bedi. 
Bill  for  the  Confirmation  of  one  entire  Subfidy,      ^587  s. 
from  the  Clergy,  of  Six  Shillings  in  the  Pound,  to 
be  paid  in  three  Years,  was  read  and  pafled  alfo. 

But  thefe  dilatory  A6ts  not  anfweting  the  pref- 
fing  Occafions  of  the  State ;  on  the  i  ith  of  March^ 
a  Meflage  was  fent  from  the  Commons,  requefting 
that  it  would  pleafe  the  Lords  to  appoints  Num- 
ber of  their  Houfe  for  a  Conference  with  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  other.  Accordingly  the  Archbifhops 
of  Canterbury  and  ^[ork^  the  Lord  Steward,  the 
Lord  Chamberlain,  the  Earls  of  Kent^  Worcejler^ 
Rutland,  Hertford^  and  Lekejler,  the  Bifhops  of 
London,  IVinchefterzxi^  Sali/bury,  rhe  Lords  Cobham^ 
Morley,  Grey,  Stafford^  Stourtdn,  Cromivell,  North, 
Delaware  and  Norris,  were  appointed.  Who, 
ihe  fame  Day,  after  the  Conference,  made  a  Re- 
port to  the  Houfe,   '  That  the  Commons  made 

*  humble  Suit    to  their  Lordfhips,    to  have  the  ^^^^JJJ°'^jg_; 

*  Lords  of  this  Houfe  join  with  them  in  a  Contri- i^ons. 
'  bution  or  Benevolence,  which  they  of  the  Lower 

*  Houfe  meant  to  offer  unto  her  Majefty.     The 

*  Manner,  how  they  meant  to  proceed  therein,  was 
'  opened  by  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury.  On 
'  which   Report  of   the    Committee,  the   Lords 

*  thought  good  to  refer  their  Anfwers  herein  till 

*  Monday  next.' 

But  we  hear  no  more  of  this  Matter  until  Wed- 
nefday  the  15th  ;  when  another  Memorandum  is 
entered,  '  That  this  Day  the  Lords  of  the  Com- 

*  mittee  made  Report  unto  the  whole  Houfe,  that 
'  upon  divers  Conferences  had  with  the  Committee 

*  of  the  Lower  Houfe,  touching  their  Requeft 
'   made  to  the  Lords  to  join  with  them  in  Petition 

*  to  her  Majefty  about  a  Bei.evoknce,  or  Contri- 

*  bution,  which  they  of  the  Lower  Houle  thought 

*  good  to  offer  unto  her  Majelty  ;  the  faid  Lords  of 
'  the  Committpe  thought  it  good,  for  divers  Rea- 
'  fons,  to  join  with  the  Commons  therein,  which 

*  Reafons,  when  the  whole  Houfe  had  heard  and 

*  coniidcred,  their  Lordfliips  did  refolve  that  the 
^  Commons  (hould  be  left  to  themfelves,  and  that 

U  2  ^  they 
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QjicenEiiiibetiw  »  ihey  wculd  take  fucb  Order  herein  as  to  their 
J587-8.      (  Lordfiiips  fhali  feem  convenient/ 

Accordingly,  the  fame  Lords,  as  before,  were 
chofen  a  new  Committee  to  refolve  upon  the 
Contribution  J  when  after  fome  Conference  had 
-  amongft  themfelves,  in  Refped  of  the  great  Char- 
ges her  Majefty  hath  heretofore  been  at,  and  that 
her  Highnefs  muft  be  enforced  to  be  at  hereafter, 
for  the  Defence  of  this  Realm,  and  other  her  Ma- 
jefty's  Dominions,  they  refolv'd  freely  to  offer  and 
give  unto  her  two  Shillifigs  in  the  Pounds  after  the 
Rate  of  the  Valuation  of  the  Subfidy  of  the  Tem- 
porality, granted  in  this  prefent  Seflion  of  Parlia- 
ment, to  be  paid  unto  fuch  Perfons,  and  at  fuch 
Times,  as  it  (hall  pleafe  her  Majefly  to  appoint. 
Which  Refolution  being  afterwards  openly  declar- 
ed unto  the  whole  Houfe,  the  Temporal  Lords, 
in  regard  that  the  Lords  Spiritual  had  made  a  prior 
And  from  the  Offer  of  Contribution  to  her  Majefty,  did  altoge- 
^''^^  iher,  with  oneConfent,  mod  willingly,  ratify  the 

faid  Reioiution,  both  touciiing  the  Sum  and  the 
Payment  thereof,  and  ordered  that  this  free  Gift 
fliould  be  entered  on  Record  ;  and  that  fuch  of  the 
Lords  as  were  then  prcfenr,  of  her  Majefty's  Privy 
Council,  (hould  iignify  the  fame  to  her  Highnels, 
in  all  their  Names. 

In  this  Selfion  there  was  an  Adl  pafled  for  con- 
Attai-.drnofthe  firming  the  Attainders  of  rhomas  late  Lord  Pagett, 

Queen  of  Scots  .?  ,  ij,_-it  *• 

Acccmpiiccs.  ^nd  Others,  who  are  marked  by  mitial  Letters  m 
the  printed  Statutes;  but  C^w/'^^w  hath  explained 
thefc  to  he  Charlei  Paget^  bir  Francis  Englepcldy 
Franca  Tbrogmorton^  Jntbony  Babington^  Thomas 
Saiislj'ny\  Edzvard  'Joues^  Chidloch  'Tuhburnty 
Charles  Tihiey,  and  the  rcll  of  the  Conlpirators, 
on  the  (^ucen  oi  Scots  Account,  who  had  been 
tried  and  executed  fume  Time  before.  By  this 
Act,  all  their  Goods  and  Poll'cflions  were  confif- 
cated  ;  but  our  Hiftorian  places  it  as  made  at  the 
firft  Meeting  of  this  Parliament,  whereas  it  was 
pafled  in  the  fecond. 

This  fecond  SefTion  lafted  but  about  five  Weeks, 
in  which  there  werQ  ten  Ads  expedited,  nine  of 

which 
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which  are  mentioned  in  the  printed  Statutes;  tmfQ^gg^gjj^gjj^^ 
none  remarkable  enough  to  be  taken  any  more  1587-8. 
Notice  of  here.  One  Thing,  however,  is  memo- 
rable, that  on  the  laft  Day  of  the  Seffion,  the 
Commons  fent  up  a  new  Bill,  for  the  Sale  of  the 
Lands  of  one  Thomas  Handford,  for  a  Debt  due  to 
the  Crown,  ^c.  when  the  Lords  had  before  palTed 
a  Bill  to  the  fame  Effect,  and  fent  it  down  to  the  . 
Commons.  Therefore  it  is  entered  that  iince  the 
Commons  had  rcjeded  their  Bill,  withoutConference 
with  feme  of  the  Lords  of  this  Houfe,  and  framed 
a  new  Bill  and  fent  it  up  ;  their  Lordfhips  thought 
it  a  Precedent  fo  ftrange,  and  fo  far  contrary  to  the 
Orders  of  this  Houfe,  that  they  refolved  to  put  it 
to  the  Queftion,  Whether  this  new  Bill  fliould 
by  the  Orders  of  this  Houfe  be  read  here  or  not? 
The  whole  Houfe  being  particularly  afked  their 
Opinions,  with  one  Conient,  they  concluded,  that 
it  fliould  not  be  read. 

This  is  all  that  is  material  in  the  Lords  Journals^ 
but  that  of  the  Commons  is  much  more  filled  with 
Matters  of  Confequence,  which  happen'd   at  this 
fecond  Meeting  of  the  Parliament.     We  are  told, 
that  on  the  2 2d  of  February^  the  Day  this  Houfe 
met,  after  another  fhort  Adjournment,  ^xxChriJio' 
pher   Hattorty  Kt.  Vice-Chamberlain,  acquainted 
the  Houfe,  *  That  it   was  her  Majeily's  Pleafure 
that  they  fhould  have  difclofed  to  them  the  Dangers 
the  Nation  then  ftood  in  ;  That  fhe  thanked  God    ■ 
ihe  had  fo  good  a  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  wiflied 
this  Seffion  midit  be  fliort,  that  Men  concerned  as ,.  „,  .„  „ 
viovernots  might  go  home  to  their  Cjovernments,  ^pj^nj    ^^   ^^is 
for  the  Sake  of  Hofpitality  and  Defence  ;  and  to  Houfe  the  Affair 
rake  another  ^i "ime  for  making  Laws,  except  fuch  ^^  l''*"  ^?^''''^^ 
as  are  now  liecellary.'      The  Dangers   which  he 
ipoke  of,  he  urged,  were  thofe  of  anuent  Malice  a- 
;3ai:iil  the  Queen  ;  which  were  to  be  prepared  for, 
and  Ciod  invoked   for  his  Afliftance.     The  Sub- 
iiance  of  the  reft  of  his  Speech,  he  drew  up  under 
th:;  [o! lowing  Heads  ; 

'  'iUe  Catho'ics  abroid,  rhc  Prpi',  the  King  of 
%//.•■:,  rhe  PiuaWs  .'f  the  League,  the  Papi.l?  at 
lojiip,  and  their  M-nittcrs.' 

U   3  The 
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jjgeen Elizabeth.     The  principal  Root  thereof : 

1587-8'  '  The  Council  of  Trent,  which  agreed  to  extirpate 
Chriftian  Religion  ( which  they  term  Herefie) 
•whereunto  divers  Princes  aflented,  and  bound  them* 
felves  in  folemn  Manner. 

'  Pope  Pius  the  Fifth  fent  his  Excommunica- 
tion againft  her  Majefty  ;  Dr  Morton  and  Mendcza^ 
a  SpaniJ}}  Ambaflador,  beftirred  them  ;  a  Northern 
Rebellion  was  bred,  the  Pope  and  the  reft  pra<5li- 
fed  for  the  Scottijb  Queen,  and  (he  being  acquainted 
proceeds  by  their  Means. 

*  Pope  Paulus,  the  Thirteenth,  proceeds,  and 
fends  Jefuits  and  Seminaries  to  England  and  Ire- 
land, and  they  proceed  to  inveigle  the  Subje6ts, 
and  diflbade  them  from  Obedience.  Visko  begin- 
ning a  Rebellion  in  Ireland.  Ja?nes  Ft tz  Morris 
furthereth  the  Execution  thereof.  Do^or  Sanders 
and  Dt'Jmond  ftir  new  Rebellion  there,  and  wrote 
into  England,  iffc.  Parry  was  moved  to  kill  her 
Majeliy,  and  perfuaded  it  was  meritorious  (/). 

*  Pope  Six t us,  the  Fifth,  imitateth  the  other 
Popes  to  execute  their  former  Devices,  and  writeth 
to  the  Cardinals  of  Lorrain  and  Guife,  that  he  will 
overthrow  the  Gofpel  (which  Mr  Vice-Chamber- 
lain honourably  termed  the  glorious  Gofpelj  and 
therefore  moved  them  to  join  with  the  Princes  of 
the  League,  and  to  pradlifc  to  win  the  King  of 
Sect:.,  and  tofct  up  the  Scottijh  Qiieen  in  England, 
and  made  bis  Reckoning  of  the  Cantons  that  be 
Popifh,  iheSzijitzers,  the  Duke  oi  Savoy,  the  Duke 
of  Fcrrara.,  King  of  Spain,  and  King  uf  France.  A 
chief  Inftrument  to  work  this,  was  Father  Henry. 

'  He  was  fent  into  Ger?nany,  and  over  Italy  and 
France.,  and  \vro:e  to  the  Scottifo  Queen,  that  the 
Pov.trs  will  join  10  ovcrihrov,'  England,  and  make 
known  the  Effect  of  h\z  Labour  to  the  Pope.  In- 
Vdfion  fhould  h.'.ve  been  made  into  England  and 
Ireuni'i  the  lalt  Year,  and  nut  unlike  to  be  atiernp- 
icd  this  Year. 

■•  l'!- :  P.'HJ  cxcomnjunicatetli  the  King  of  A'u- 
■.■ar.     The  Pope  accounteih  nut  of  Pop^lh  Pjeach- 

iivt- 

^      Sec,  b.fore,  p.  259,  263. 
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ing  and   Perfuafions  that  Way;  but  neverthelefs  Queen  Elizabeth^ 
nioveth  all  toufe  the  World,  and  for  Maintenance      ^s^y-S- 
thereof  fpareth  his  Treafure  otherwife,  and  with- 
draweth  Maintenancefromy^/i^/V;  and  Seminaries  : 
And   divers  others   Letters  were  found  with  the 
ScottiJJ)  Queen,  which  prove  all  thefe  to  be  true. 
If  we  ferve  Almighty  God  in  Sincerity  of  Heart, 
we  need  not  to  fear.     It  is  to  6e  remembred  that 
the  King  of  Spain  fought  to  recover  fome  Part  of 
his   Father's   Credit,  by  ufing  our   Treafure    and 
Force  to  get  St  ^^intin's  ;  but  he   foon  made  his 
Advantage  of  it,  and  regarded  not  our  Territories 
in  France^  but  fufFered  the  Lofs  of  Calciis  and  all 
our  Territories  ;  and  after  the   Death  of  Queen 
Mary  what  he  could.     Her  Majefty    fought  for 
his  Good-Will,  fending  the  Lord  Montague,  the 
Lord   Cohharn,  Sir  T.homas   Chamberlain,  Kt.  Mr 
Maun,  and  others  ;  and  they  were  but  hardly  ufed, 
fome  of  them  were  offered  great  Indignity  and  Mr 
Maufi's  Son  forced,  by  Strength,  to  do  a  Kind  of 
Penance.     He  comforted  the   Queen's  Enemies, 
he  giveth  Colour  of  Wars,  he  charge th  the  Queen 
that  her  Subjeds  have  aided  his  Rebels  in  the  Low- 
Couniries,  with  countenancing  Monfieur  [m]  with 
Money  at  Carnbray,  v/ith  fending  her  Nobility  with 
him  into  the  Loiv  Countries,  with  the  Adions  of 
Sir  Francis  Drake^    with  Afliftance  of  the  Low- 
Countries. 

'  Of  the  Purpofe  of  the  Combined  Princes  : 
'  Their  Shew  is  to  deal  with  the  King  of  Na- 
t.'?;-;- to  extirpate  him,  but  their  Drift  is  to  ruin 
Religion,  not  only  there,  but  to  fet  upon  and  lo 
work  the  Ruin  of  it  here  alio  ;  wherein  the  Cardi- 
nals of  Lorain  and  Guije  are  now  very  bufie.  Their 
iM^tUce  is  the  more  for  Executing  the  Scottijh 
i^een,  but  their  Hope  is  the  lefs.  The  King  of 
Spain's  Dcfignments  arc  to  iiivade  England  and 
JrelanL 

'  His 

fffO  Th3  fjnaoiis  Duke  Zi'.'?.V»--;;«,  m ent'i on' d  before  (P.  ^32, 
;.'  fff.)  wliom  the  NLibcrlar.Jcys  choic  for  their  Governoi:  at  tViek 
Revolr  frcm  %!;>:.        Salmon's /I fv;/,  f-///?.  Vol.  U. 
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fioe.nEluabeth.     *  H'^  Preparition :  ,  .,    ,  ^    .     ^.  , 

i5«7-8.  '  Three  hundred  and  fixty  Sail  of  bpatn.  tighty 

Gallies  from  Venice  zr\A  Genoa.  One  Galliafs  with 
fix  hundred  armed  Men,  from  the  Duke  of  Flo- 
rente.  Twelve  thoufand  Men  maintained  by  Italy 
/  and  the  Pope.  Six  thoufand  by  the  SpaniJ}}  Clergy. 
Twelve  thoufand  by  his  Nobility  and  Gentry  of 
Spain.  It  is  reported,  that  ten  thoufand  of  thefe 
be  Horfemen  J I  think  it  not  all  true,  but  fomething 
there  is. 

*  We  muft  look  to  the  Papifts  at  home  and  a- 
broad.  It  hath  touched  us  in  the  Blood  of  the 
Nobili'y,and  the  Blood  of  many  Subjefts. 

*  They  pradtife  to  frame  Subjeflsagainft  all  Du- 
ty, and  bring  in  Dodtrine  of  Lawfulnefs  and  Me- 
lit  to  kill  the  Queen,  and  have  fent  their  Inflru- 
ments  abroad  to  that  Purpofe. 

'  Two  Manner  of  Forces  are  to  be  "handled. 
Affiftance  to  the  Low- Countries,  and  Defence  by 
Force  otherwife.  That  God  may  aflift  us  in  Ju- 
flice,  in  Right,  in  Defence  again  ft  thofe  Princes. 

'  The  Afiiftance  is  acceptable  that  will  be  profit- 
able. Her  Majefty  oweth  Relief  there  in  Honour, 
according  to  the  Leagues,  efpecially  between  us  and 
the  Houfe  of  Burgundy  :  Which  Leagues  differ 
from  Leagues  growing  between  Prince  and 
Prince,  for  they  grew  between  the  People  and  this 
State.  VV^e  are  bound  to  help  them  in  Honour 
according  to  the  Leagues.  Many  Marriages  and 
many  Secrecies-  have  been  long  between  us,  and  the 
relieving  of  the  Afflictions  of  that  People  may  not 
be  omitted. 

*  The  Heads  of  their  Miferes  are,  the  S/'<7«i/?> 
Inquifition  by  Placard,  ufing  llrangc  Tortures  not 
to  be  lufierid  ;  great  Impolitions  without  and  a- 
gainft  Law,  lending  feme  oi  their  People  into 
Spain:iv\d  ihcrt.  tyrannized  over  ;  their  Noblemen 
dore  away  ;  tiiking  their  Towns,  and  fetting  Ty- 
rants over  them  to  ufe  them  like  Dogs.  The  Pur- 
pole  WIS  to  bring  the  Loiv-iUuntries  into  a  Mo- 
r.a:c!.a!  Scat,  and  then,  i'a  r.cti:.  The  Queer's 
Pciihng  there  is  warranted  by  God,     The  Queen 
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isoccafioned  of  Neceflity  for  Safety  of  her  Domi- Queen  Elizabeth, 
nions  and  us,  that  that  Country  may  be  preferved,  1587-8. 
that  the  EngliJI)  Commodities  may  be  vented  there 
with  Readinefs,  with  Safety  and  with  Profit  j  the 
Recovery  thereof  will  be  good  for  this  Country 
and  Crown  j  it  may  not  be  fufFered  that  a  Neigh- 
bour fhould  grow  too  ftrong.  (He  commended 
the  Princes  of  Itafyy  and  efpecially  the  Duke  of 
Florence^  for  ufing  that  Policy  ;  Henry  the  Seventh 
for  aiding  the  T)\jkeo^  Br'itany  with  eight  thoufand 
Men,  rather  than  the  King  oi  France,  after  he  had 
found  great  Friendfliip  of  them  both,  that  the  King 
of  Frajice  might  not   grow  too  ftrong.) 

'  The  King  of  ^ain  feeketh  to  be  yet  greater  ; 
he  hath  already  a  Seat  in  Council  amongft  the  Prin- 
ces of  Germany,  by  reafon  of  Territories  his  Father 
got  there  ;  and,  if  he  could,  he  would  frame  the 
Low-Countries  to  his  Defire* 

'  As  to  the  Pretence  of  Injuries  before  remem- 
bred  :  As  to  the  firft  going  over,  her  Majefty  mif- 
liked  it,  and  punifhed  fome  of  the  Captains  (he 
named  Sir  Humfrey  Gilbert  for  one.)  Concer- 
ning Monfieur,  the  firft  Time  her  Majefty  drew 
,him  from  proceeding  for  the  Low-Countries  ;  the 
fecond  Time  fhe  confented  that  he  fhould  only 
affift  the  Low-Countries,  which  Monfieur  after- 
wards abufed,  contrary  to  her  Majefty 's  Meaning. 
Concerning  Mr  Drake's  firft  Voyage,  her  Majefty 
knew  it  not ;  and  when  he  came  home,  fhe 
feized  the  whole  Mafs  of  Subftance,  brought  by  him, 
tofatisfiethe  King  of  5/)^/// (i;  Caufe  fo  required) 
and  thereupon  delired  Certificate  for  Invafion  in- 
to Ireland. 

'  Concerning  Mr  Drake's  laft  Voyage,  it  was  to 
meet  with  the  Reftraints  and  Seifures  in  Spain, 
and  their  Purpofeof  War  was  thereupon  difcover- 
ed  ;  for  there  was  found  by  the  Mafter  of  Mr 
Bonah  Ship,  wb.otcok  the  Ccrr'ge'ore.  and  others, 
a  CommilTion  from  the  King  of  Spain,  whereby 
he  term'  d  us  his  R„b'.lsj  a-j  he  lermcd  the  Loiv- 
Ccuntries.' 

'  He 
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Queen  Elizabeth.      *  He  then  remembred  another  Grievance  not 

«s87-8.  touched  before,  which  was  the  Entertaining 

of  Don  Anthony  («}. 

'  Which  he  anfwered  to  be  done  in  honourable 

Courtefie,  becaufe  of  his  State,  who  was  a  King  a- 

nointed  and  crowned  ;  though  his  Seat  was  not  long 

untroubled,  and  coming  hither  in  honourable  and 

courteous  Manner,  though    fomething  weakned, 

required  the  Entertainment  he  had. 

'  Then  he  iterated,  that  the  great  Grief  is  Reli- 
on,  and  faid  that  all  godly  ones  are  bound  to  de- 
fend if.  He  then  commended  her  Majefty's  Cou- 
rage againft  her  Enemies  Malice,  efteeming  it  no 
lefs  than  the  ftouteft  Kings  in  Europe. 

*  Mr  Chancellor  of  tlie  Exchequer,  after  Mr 
Vice-Chamberlain's  Speeches  ended,  remembred 
Ibme  of  the  former,  and  inferred,  and  fo  concluded, 
that  the  great  Preparations  of  War  which  was  fit 
fpeedily  to  be  thought  of  and  provided,  would  grow 
chargeable  ;  and  therefore  thought  it  fit  with  Ex- 
pedition, that  the  Houfe  fhould  appoint  a  con- 
venient Number  to  fet  down  Articles  for  a 
SubjlJy.  Whereupon  all  the  Privy- Council  be- 
ing of  this  Houfe,  the  firft  Knight  for  every  Shire, 
and  oihers,  were  appointed  to  meet  in  the  Ex- 
chequer-Chamber, at  two  in  the  Afternoon.' 

*  February  ii.  Mr  Ccpe^  a  Member  of  this 
Dcnr.rt  on;. Mc-Houie,  ftood  up  to  make  a  Motion  ;  and  after 
t:on  f,  r  Altera-  ufing  lome  Specchcs  tcuching  the  Neceflity  of  a 
nrnlw""'"'^^''"^^  Miniltrv,  and  the  Amendment  ot  Things 
Bo'k,   "^""    ami  s  in    tlie  Eccltfi.Ulical   Eftare,  offered  to  the 

Houfe  a  Bill,  and  a  written  Book  ;  the  Bill  con- 
taining a  Petition  that  it  m;!T;lit  be  enacted,  that  all 
Laws,  now-  in  Force,  touching  Eccleiiaflical  Go- 
vernment, fnoiiid  he  void  :  And  vmi  it  might  be 
enacted,  tli.tt  the  Book  of  Common-Prayer,  now 
ofrcred  and  none  other,  might  be  ucci\cd  into  the' 
Churci-i  to  be  ufed.     Tiic  Book  contained  the  j?'orm 

of 

(n)  Na'iiral  S.-in  of  Jhn  Til.  King  of  Portugal,  whom  the 
TT'-^^'.-y/j  :>iTiftfd  in  his  PrcUnfiyns  to  that  Crown,  agamft  Fi..//  JI. 
King  cf  ^/'J"ii  fc  A  i  u  'J  :>■ . 
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of  Prayer  and  Adminiftration  of  Sacraments,   v;ith  Queen  Elizabeth, 
divers   Rites  and  Ceremonies,   to  be  ufed  in  the        »5S7-8. 
Church.    And  defining  that  the  Book  might  be  read, 
Mr  Speaker,  in  EtFed,  ufed  this  Speech  : 

*  For  that  her  Majefty  before  this  Time  had 
commanded  the  Houfe  not  to  meddle  with  this 
Matter,  and  that  her  Majefty  had  promifed  to  take 
Order  in  thofe  Cafes,  he  doubted  not  but  to  the 
good  Satisfadlion  of  all  her  People  ;  he  defired  that 
it  would  pleafe  them  to  fpare  the  Reading  of  it. 
Notwithftanding  the  Houfe  defired  the  Reading  of 
it.  Whereupon  Mr  Speaker  willed  the  Clerk  to 
read  it.  And  the  Clerk  being  ready  to  read  it,  Mr 
Dalton  made  a  Motion  againft  the  Reading  of  it, 
faying,  that  it  was  not  meet  to  be  read,  and  that  it 
did  appoint  a  new  Form  of  Adminiftration  of  the 
Sacraments  and  Ceremonies  of  the  Church,  to 
the  Difcredit  of  the  Book  of  Common-Prayer  and 
the  whole  State ;  and  thought  that  this  Dealing 
would  bring  her  Majefty's  Indignation  againft  the 
Houfe,  thus  to  enterprize  the  Dealing  with  thofe 
Things  which  her  Majefty  efpecially  had  taken  into 
her  own  Charge  and  Direftion.  Whereupon  Mr 
Lewkenor  fpoke,  (hewing  the  Neceflity  of  Preach- 
ing, and  of  a  learned  Miniftry,  and  thought  it  very 
fi.t  that  the  Petition  and  Book  ihould  be  read.;  To 
this  Purpofe  fpake  Mr  Harlejhn  and  M.x  Bainbrigg, 
and  fo  the  Time  being  palled  the  Houfe  brake  up, 
and  neither  the  Petition  nor  Book  read.' 

'  This  done  her  Majefty  lent  to  Mr  Speaker  as 
well  for  this  Petition  and  Book,  as  for  that  other 
Petiiion  and  Book  for  the  like  Efte6t,  that  was  de- 
livered the  laft  S^ffion  of  Parliament  j  which  Mr 
Speaker  fent  to  her  Majefty.' 

*  On  the  28th  oi  February  her  Majefty  lent  for 
Mr  Speaker,  by  occafion  whereof  the  Houfe  did 
not  fit.' 

'  On  the  firft  of  March  Mr  Wentworth  deli- 
x'ered  unto  Mr  Speaker  certain  Articles,  which 
contained  Queiliors  touching  the  Liberties  of  the 
Houfe,  and  to  fome  of  which  he  was  to  anfwer> 
and  defired  they  might  be  read.  Mr  Speaker  re- 
quired 
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Queen  Eliiabeth. q^ii^s*^  him  to  fpare  his  Motion  until  her  Majefty's 
J587-8.  Pleafure  was  further  known  touching  the  Petition 
and  Book  lately  delivered  into  the  Houfe  ;  but  Mr. 
JVentiuorth  would  not  be  fo  latisfied,  but  required 
his  Articles  might  be  read.  Mr.  Speaker  faid  he 
would  perufe  them,  and  then  do  what  was  fit.* 

This  is  all  the  Journals  afford  us,  but  Sir  Symonds 

Dewes  has  given  us  Mr.  Wentworthh  Speech  and 

the  Quellions  at  large,  which  are  too  important  to 

be  omitted. 

Mr.  Speaker, 

MrWcntwotth's  *  TTpORASMUCH  as  fuch  Laws  as  God  is  to 

Jjpeech  relating  <  Jj       be  honouied  by,  and  that  alio  fuch  Laws 

cf  She  He's'"  '  ^5  °"''  N°^^^  Soveieign  and  this  worthy  Realm  of 

*  England  are  to  be  enriched,  ftrengthened  and  pre- 

*  ferved  by,  from  all  foreign  and  domeftic  Enemies 

*  and  Traitors,  are  to  be  made  by  this  Honourable 

*  Council,  I  as  being  one  moved  and  ftirred  up  by 

*  all  dutiful  Love,  and  defirous  even  for  Confcience 

*  fake,  and  of  a  Mind  to  fet  forward  God's  Glory, 
'  the  Wealth,  Strength  and  Safety  of  our  natural 

*  Queen  and  Commonweal,  do  earneftly  defire,  by 

*  Queflion,  to  be  fatisfied  of  a  few  Quellions  to  be 
'  moved  by  you  Mr.  Speaker,  concerning  the  Li- 

*  berty  of  this  Honourable  Council;    for  I  do  af- 

*  furc  you,  I  praife  my  God  for  it,  that  I  do  find 

*  in  myfelf  a  willing  Mind  to  deliver  unto  this  Ho- 

*  nourable  Afiemhly  fome  little  Tafte  and  Account 
'  of  that  fimple  Talenr,  which  it  hath  pleafed  God 

*  of  his  fingular  Favour  and  Goodnefs  to  beitow 

*  upon  me,    to  gain  to  his  Hii:hnef>'s  Honour  and 
'  Glory  ;   and  to  fhew  unto  my  Noble  Prince  and 

*  CommonvveaUh,  true,  faithful,  and  dutiful  Scr- 

*  vice ;  of  the  which  Mind,  1  am  fure,  Mr.  Spenk- 
'  er,  here  are  many  godly,  faiibful,  and  true-hear- 

*  ted  Gentlemen    in    this    Honourable  Aflanbly  ; 

*  hoAh.i,,   the  Want  of  Knowledge  and  Kxpc- 

*  rience  oi'  the  T..beitit'S  of  this  Honourable  Coun- 

*  ci!,  do:h  hf\  ;  and  llay  us  back.     For  as  we  have 

*  a  hc?.My  '.'rfiie  to  fcrve  God,  her  Majefty,  and 

*  ihis  r.(, /:c  Ktalm  ;    even  fo  are  we  feaiful  and 
^  \qj.:\\  to  irive  oiolTcr  any  Offence  lo  her  M-^icflv, 
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*  or  unto  her  Laws  j   the  which,  we  prefume,  we  Q^gg^  eh^^Ij^^^^ 

*  fhall  not  do,  if  we  keep  ourfelves  within  the        15S7-S, 

*  Circle  of  them,   and  no  Man  can  oblerve  that 

*  whereof  he  is  ignorant.  Wherefore  I  pray  you, 
'  Mr.  Speaker,    eftloons  to  move  thefe  few  Ar- 

*  tides,  by  Quellion,  whereby  every  one  of  this 

*  Houfe  may  know,  how  far  he  may  proceed  in 
'  this  Honourable  Council,  in  Matters  that  concern 

*  the  Glory  of  God,  and  our  true  and  loyal  Service 
*■  to  our  Prince  and  State.  For  lam  fully  perfna- 
'  ded,  that  God  cannot  be  honoured,  neither  our 
'  Noble  Prince  or  Commonweal  preferved  or  main- 
'  tained,  without  free  Speech  and  Confultation  of 

*  this  Honourable  Council,    both  which  confift 

*  upon  the  Liberties  of  this  Honourable  Council, 

*  and  the  Knowledge  of  them  alfo.  So  here  are 
'  the  Queftions,  Mr.  Speaker :  I  humbly  and  hear- 

*  tily  befeech  you  to  give  them  a  Reading,  and 
'  God  grant  us  true  and  faithful  Hearts  in  Anfwer- 

*  ing  of  themi  for  the  true,  faithful,  and  hearty  Ser- 
'  vice  of  our  merciful  God,  our  lawful  Prince, 

*  and  this  whole  and  worthy  Realm  of  England^ 

*  will  much  confift  hereafter  upon  the  Anfwer  un- 

*  to  thefe  Queftions.     Wherefore  it  behoveth  us  to 

*  ufe  wife,  grave,  and  godly  Confiderations  in  An- 
'  fwering  of  them.' 

'  Therefore  the  Lord  direft  our  Tongues,  that 
'  we  may  anfwer  them  even  with  his  Spirit,  the 

*  Spirit  of  Wifdom,  without  the  vi^hich  our  Wif- 
'  dom  is  nothing  elfe  but  Fooliflinefs.* 

The    QUESTIONS. 

'  Whether  this  Council  be  not  a  Place  for  any 

*  Member  of  the  fame  here  allembled,  freely  and 

*  without  Controlment  of  any  Perlon,  or  Danger 

*  of  Laws,  by  Bill  or  Speech,  to  utter  any  of  the 

*  Griefs  of  this  CommonAvealth  whatfoever,  touch- 
'  ing  the  Service  of  God,  the  Safety  of  the  Prince 

*  and  this  noble  Realm  ? 

'  Whether  that  great  Honour  may  be  done  unto 

*  God,  and  Benefit  and  ikrvice  unto  the  Prince 

'  and 
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'icSj^s.    '  *  ^"^^  ^^^^^  without  free  Speech  in  this  Council, 

*  which  may  be  done  with  it? 

'  Whether  there  be  any   Council  which  can 

*  make,  add  to,  or  diminifti  from  the  Laws  of  the 

*  Realm,  but  only  this  Council  of  Parliament? 

*  Whether  it  be  not  agamll  the  Orders  of  this 

*  Council  to  make  any  Secret  or  Matter  of  Weight, 

*  which  is  here  in  Hand,    known  to  the  Prince  or 

*  any  other,  concerning  the  high  Service  of  God, 

*  Prince  or  State,    without  the  Confent  of   the 
<  Houfe  ? 

*•  Whether  the  Speaker,  or  any  other,  may  inter- 
'  rupt  any  Member  of  this  Council  in  his  Speech 
'  ufed  in  this  Houfe,  tending  to  any  of  the  fore- 
'  named  high  Services? 

*  Whether  the  Speaker  may  rife  when  he  will, 
'  any  Matter  being  propounded,    without  Confent 

*  of  the  Houfe  or  not? 

'  Whether  the  Speaker  may  over-rule  the  Houfe 

*  in  any  Matter  or  Caufe  there  in  Quellion  ;    or 

*  whether  he  is  to  be  ruled  or  over-iuled  in  any 

*  Matter  or  not  ? 

*  Whether  the  Prince  and  State  can  continue, 

*  Hand  and  be  maintained  without  this  Council  of 
'  Parliament,   but  by  altering  the  Government  of 

*  the  State?' 

We  are  told  that  the  Speaker  did  not  think  pro- 
per which  he  ana  per  to  put  thefe  Qiieftions  to  the  Houfe;  but 
four  more  are  fhcwed  them  to  Sir  7hcmas  Heneage^  a  Privy- 
ccmmittedtothc^^  j-gjjQj.      ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ]^^^_  JVentvjorth  was 

Privy. Council.    Committed  Prilorer  to   the  Tcwer.     And  March 
the  2d,  Mr.  Cope^  Mr.  Leivkemr,  Mr.  Harlejlon 
and  Mr.  Br.y7ibiigg,  the  four  Sj^akers  to  the  Mo- 
tion aforefiid,  were  Tent  for  before  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor and  divers  of   the  Privy-Council,  and  by 
them  fent  to  the  "Tcwer  after  Air.  Wentworth. 
Two  Days  after  this  whi!ft  the  Houfe  was  fit- 
Dcba'e  ti.ere-     tin^;,  Sir  J ohn  Higham^  made  a  Motion,  '  That, 
'^'■'"'  *  fince  fevcral  good  and  necellary  Members  of  that 

*  Houfe  were  taken  from  them,  it  would  pleafe 

*  ihem 
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*  them  to  be  humble  Petitioners  to  her  Majefty  for-QueenEHzabeth. 
'  the  Reftituiion  of  them  again  to  the  Houfe.'  1587-8. 

To   which    Mr.  Vice- Chamberlain  anfwered, 

*  That  if   the   Gentlemen  were  committed  for 

*  Matter  within   the  Compafs  of  the  Privilege  of 

*  the  Houfe,  then  there  might  be  Room  for  a  Pe- 

*  tition.  But,  if  not,  adds  he,  we  fhall  occafion 
'  her  Majefty's  further  Difpleafure.     He  rather  ad- 

*  vifed  to  ftay  till  they  heard  more,    which  could 

*  not  be  long.     And,  further,  as  to  the  Book  and 

*  the  Petition,  her  Majefty  had,  for  divers  good 

*  Caufes  beft  known  to  herfelf,  thought  fit  to  fup- 

*  prefs  the  fame,  without  any  farther  Examination 
'  of  them.  And  yet  he  conceiv'd  it  very  unfit  for 
'  her  Majejly  to  give  any  Account  of  her  JSJions' 

We  hear  no  more  of  this  Matter,  nor  how  long 
thefe  Gentlemen  were  Prifoners  in  the  Tower ;  and 
it  is  furprifing  that  neither  Cambden^  nor  any  other 
Hiftorian  take  any  Notice  of  fo  important  an  Af- 
fair. The  reft  of  this  Seflion  was  taken  up  with 
Matters  of  no  Significancy  in  this  Houfe  ;  except 
in  the  Reading  and  Pafiing  Ibme  Bills  already  men- 
tioned in  our  Account  of  the  other.  So  that  on 
March  the  23d,  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  declared 
to  both  the  Houfes,in  Form,  that  her  Majefty  for 
certain  Reafons  could  not  come  down  to  the  Houfe 
to  pafs  the  Bills  ;  and  therefore  had  granted  her  Let- 
ters Patents,  in  which  the  Titles  of  all  the  Bills 
are,  particularly,  recited  for  that  Purpofe.  Which 
CommiiTion,  being  openly  read,  the  faid  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  produced  other  Letters  Patents,  di- 
reded  to  the  two  Archhifliops,  the  great  Officers  of 
State,  ^c.  ISc.  conftituting  them  her  Majefty's 
Commiflioners  to  diilblve  this  Parliament ;  which  diffoiv'dl 
being  read,  as  the  former,  the  Parliament  was  dif- 
folved  accordingly. 

The  Spanijh  Invafion  now  engrofles  all  the 
Heads  and  Pens  of  our  Eiighjh  Hiftorians;  and 
many  Pages  together,  in  our  larger  Writers,  are 
beftowed,  in  an  exac\  Detail  of  that  prodigious 
Enterprize  and  ever-glorious  Overthrow.  The 
Conftitutional   Part    of  our  Nation    lies  whollv 

nealcdted 
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TV  u  .u  negleded  by  them  for  fome  Years  after ;  and  they 

Oneen Elizabeth,  r  ».  •  i      o  t        n  n     ,        ^ 

1588,  forget  to  tell  us  that  the  State  was  almoft  Bankrupt 
by  it.  The  Spanijl)  Captures  did  by  no  Means 
difcharge  the  vaft  Debt  the  Nation  run  into,  by 
the  mighty  Preparations  made  to  hinder  this  Inva- 
fion  from  taking  Eftedl;  as  the  Proceedings  of 
the  next  Parliament  evince  to  fome  Purpofc;  for  ne- 
ver fuch  a  Supply  was  granted,  at  one  Time,  by 
any  Parliament  before. 

Not  long  after,  this  grand  Affair  being  over,  and 
the  Kingdom  perfedly  relieved  from  the  Fear  of 
a  foreign  Yoke ;  when  the  Queen  had  rewarded 
her  brave  Admirals  and  Commanders,  for  their 
extraordinary  Conduct  and  great  Valour  fliewn  on 
the  Occafion,  as  well  as  (he  could,  but  not  equal 
to  their  Merit;  Her  Majefty,  by  the  Advice  of 
her  Council,  thought  proper  to  fummon  a  Parlia- 
ment, to  meet  at  IVeJhninJler^  on  the  12th  Day  of 
November  in  the  30th  Year  of  her  Reign.  When 
being  allembled,  accordingly,  it  was  by  Letters 
Patents,  direcied  to  Sir  Ckrijicpher  Hatton  Kt. 
then  Lord  Chancellor,  IVilliam  Lord  Burleigh^ 
Lord  Treafurer,  ^c.  prorogued  from  that  Day  to 
the  4th  of  February  next  enfuing  {0). 

At  which  Time,  being  again  afiembled,  and  the 

AnnoRegni  31,  Queeri  prefeHt,  the  Lord  Chancellor  opened  the 
1588-9.       Caufe  of  the  Summons  to  both  Houl'es  of  Parlia- 

At  Wcftmi,.fter.n^=i^t  to  this  EfF  d  ;  He  told  them,  [p) 

'  That  her  Majefty  had  made  it  her  conftant 

*  Study,  from  the  very  Beginning  of  her  Reign 
'  to   this  Time,    to  prelerve  Peace  ;    not   only 

*  at  Home  but  alfo  Abroad.     That  fhe  had  given 
'  no  Occafion  to  the  many  Princes  about  her  to 

*  invade  her  Dominions.     Nor  had  taken  Arms 
'  to  revenge  the  many  Injuries  which  others  had 

*  brought  «g;;infl;  her.     Peace  fhe  ever  had  above 

*  all  'Jhingsat  Heart,  had  nourilhed  and  prelerved 
'  it.     Neither  the  Infant  State  of  Scotland^  nor 

*  the  Treachery  of  FiariiC^  nor  the  Divifions  of 

*  her  Enemies,  nor  the  frequent  SoUieitations  of 

«  the 

(t'l  Dugda!:''^  Sjir.mons  to  Pariiarr.ent. i—  Jcun.  Procen 

(/>)  Tianflatcd  U'.th  the  Lat.n  ;n  the  Jsurita/i  of  chc  Lwrds,' 
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'  Dutch^  nor  even  all  thefe  Things,  could  move  QueenEiizabeth. 
'  her  to  make  War.     And,  when  fhe  heard  that       *^    '^' 

*  mighty  Preparations  were  making  againft  her  and 
'  her  Kingdom,  fhe  chofe  rather  to  propofe  Peace 

*  than  to  caft  all  Hopes  of  it  alide ;  for  fhe  fent  a 

*  Set  of  grave,  prudent,  and  noble  Perfons,  as 
'  her  Emballadors,  to  treat  of  it.  Which,  whilft 
'  they  were  labouring  to  efFedl,  behold,  a  vaft 
'  Navy  of  SpaniJIj  Ships  were  feen  on  our  Englifo 
'  Coafts.  Such  a  Navy,  that  for  Number  and 
'  Greatnefs  of  the  Ships,  for  Quantity  of  Arms 
«  and  military  Forces,  and  for  all  Kinds  of  necef- 

*  fary  Stores,  was  never  feen  to  float  on  the  Ocean 

*  before.  But  God  Almighty,  her  Majefty's 
'   Hope,    Defender  and  Preferver,    rendered   this 

*  vaft  Armado  of  her  Enemies  vain  and  ufelefs. 

*  For  the  Brh'Jh  Navy,  by  far  inferior  in  Number 
'  and  Strength,  happily  attacked,  once  and  again, 

*  thofe  huge  rais'd-up  Rocks  and  Mi.-untains   of 

<  Ships  {q)\  and,  at  the  third  Conflidt,  fo  difpe.r- 

*  fed,    Ihattered  and  difabled  them,    that,  never 

*  thinking  to  renew  the  Fight,  they  fled  for  it, 

*  and  took  a  long  Courfe  hitherto  unheard  of; 

<  for  they  Iteered  round  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  the 

*  mod:  hlorthern  Regions,    and  by   thofe  Means 

*  hoped  to  regain  the  Spanijh  Coafts.     But  what 

*  Shipwracks  they  fufFered,  what  Hardfhips  they 
'  bore,    how  many  Ships,   Soldiers  and  Seamen 

<  they  loft,    neither  can  they  yet  know,    nor  we 

*  for  certain,  learn.     Some  few  Ships  efcaped  to 

*  Spain  ;  but  fo  (haken,  fhattered  and  forlorn,  as 
'  they  can  never  be  of  Ufe  to  ihem  again.  The 
'  Soldiers  and  Sailors  who  have  furvived,  were  io 

*  milcrab'y  harralfed  by  Huna;er,   1  hirft,  and  other 
Vol.  iV.  X  ^  '  Hard- 

{q)  The  Latin  is  here  immanes  illas  Scyllas  et  Centauras,  by 
which  ClalTical  Exprefiion,  we  fuppofe  that  the  Chanceiior,  who  is 
reprefcnted,  hy  i.atnbden,  as  a  ve.y  learned  Man,  gave  a  Tranfla- 
tion  of  his  Speech  for  the  CJerk  t.)  enter  in  the  "Jourval.  'i"he 
Speeches  and  Proceedings,  for  imiiy  Years  before  this  \  ime,  are 
almoft  all  nut  down  in  Etiglijh. 

It  is  fomcwhat  remarkable  that  there  is  but  a  very  poor  Abftraft 
of  this  Speech  in  Dewea'i  "jQurnah. 
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Quetn  Eiiiabetb.  *  Hardftiips,   that  they  cannot,  of  a  long  Time, 
1388-9.       »  recover  ihelr-former  Health. 

'  But  to  what  End,  liiys  he,  do  I,  by  this  Re- 

*  cital  endeavour  to  make  you  fecure  and  void  of 
'  Fear?     Do  not  you  imagine,  I  fay,  that  they 

*  are  ardently  ftudious  of  Revenge  ;  and  that  they 

*  will  not  employ  the  Power,  the  Strength,  the 

*  Riches  of  Spain,  and  the  Forces  of  both  King- 

*  doms,    to  accomplifh  it?     Know  you  not  the 

*  Pride,  Fury  and  Bitternefs  of  the  Spaniard  a- 

*  gainft  vou  ?    Yes,  adds  he,  this  is  the  great  Caufe 

*  of  Summoning  this  Parliament ;  that  in  this  moft 

*  full  AU'embly  of  the  wifeft  and  moft  prudent  Per- 

*  fons,  called  together  from  all  Parts  of  this  King- 

*  dom,  as  far  as  human  Council  can  advile,  a  di- 

*  ligent  Preparation  may  be  made,  that  Arms  and 

*  Forces  and  Money  may  be  in  Readinefs ;    and 

*  thAt  our  Navy,  which  is  ilie  greateft  Bulwark  of 

*  ihis  Kingdc  m,  may  be  repaired,  manned  and  fitted 

*  out  for  all  Events,  with  the  utrr)oft  Expedition.' 

After  the  Chancellor  had  ended  his  Oration,  the 
Qi^icen  adjourned  the  Houl'e  of  Lords  to  the  fixth 
©f  February;  to  give  Time  to  the  Commons  to 
choofe  their  Speaker,  which  had  been  recommend- 
ed to  them  by  the  Chancellor,  at  the  End  of  bis 
,  Speech.  Accordingly,  on  that  Day,  the  Com- 
rieacd"v2kS  'ri<^"s  prcfented  to  the  Queen  George  Snaggy  Ser- 
jeant at  Law,  for  their  Speaker,  who,  with  the 
ufual  Ceremonies,  whs  conlirmcd.  The  Lord 
Chancellor  at  the  End  of  the  Admiffion  Speech, 
only,  admoiiifliing  the  Commons  not  to  extend 
their  Privileges  to  any  unrcvtrtr.d  and  mifbe- 
coming  Speeches,  or  unnaclliry  Accefles  to  her 
Majeifv  [r). 

To 

(1}  This  Lord  Chinre'ilar.  S'n  Ci ri/L/>f.  rr  Uattcn,  is  firft  men- 
tiorfd  in  the  Cotirfe  of  xh'xi  Hi(l<)r>,  as  Captnin  of  the  Guard,  and 
afterwards  as  Vicc-Chamhcri  .in.  CantiJin  tells  us,  *  That  of  a 
Cou'tier,  he  w.if  maiie  Lord  C'honctll(  r,  at  which  the  great  Law- 
yers took  iruth  Diilalte  :  Tl,.ii  he  was  advanceu  to  it  by  the  cun- 
ning Arts  of  thofe  who,  thrnicng  him  unable  to  execute  the  Office, 
hop'd  bv  this  Means  to  threw  him  out  of  the  Queen's  Favour:  But 
lie  fupj'ortcd  the  Plac:  with  the  grrateft  Staie  and  Splendor  of  any 
that  ever  w^  nt  before  him  }  ani  what  he  wanted  in  Knowledge  of 
ths  Law,  he  Jabour'i  to  make  good  by  E^uny  and  jufUce.' 
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To  (hew  what  EfFeft  the  Lord  Chancellor's  Q!?«"  ^"'^abeth. 
Speech  had  on  this  Parliament,  the  firft  Thing  the  *^  '^*  ■ 
Houfe  of  Lords  went  upon,  was  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
concerning  the  Raifing  and  Regulating  of  Officers 
and  Soldiers ;  and  the  Commons  about  Raifing  a 
Supply.  The  former  Bill  pals'd  the  Lords,  and 
went  no  further:  But  a  Bill  againft  theEmbezling 
of  Armour,  Habiliments  of  War  and  Vidual, 
which  was  made  Felony,  became  a  Statute  (i). 

The  Commons  took  a  long  Time  to  confider 
of  the  Supply;  for  it  was  not  till  the  nth  Day  of 
March  that  the  Bill  was  fent  up  to  the  Lords, 
which  at  firft  bears  this  lame  Title  in  the  Journals. 
An  ASi  for  three  Fifteenths  and  Tenth?,  and 
— ^ —  entire  Sublidies,  granted  by  the  temporality. 
Whether  there  is  any  Miftake  in  this  Entry,  or 
no,  is  uncertain  ]  but,  March  the  14th,  when  the 
Bill  was  firft  read  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  it  was  more 
lignificantly  and  pompoufly  intituled,  An  A£i  fof 
the  Granting  of  Four  Fifteenths  and  Tenths  and 
two  entire  Subfidies,  to  our  mojl  gracious  Sovereign  a  very  large 
the  £^een's  moJI  excellent  Maje/iy.  And  was  palled  Supply. 
Under  the  fame  Title  on  the  17th.  On  the  fame 
Day  a  Bill  was  read  for  the  Confirmation  of  a 
Supply  granted  by  the  Clergy,  which  confifted  of 
two  Subfidies  of  fix  Shillings  in  the  Pound,  to  be 
paid,  yearly,  by  two  Shillings  in  the  Pound. 

How  this  vaft  Supply  was  carried  in  the  Com- 
mons, will  appear  in  the  Sequel  ;  but  it  was  a 
grievous  Precedent,  and,  as  Lord  Coke  obferves,  this 
Tax  was  the  firft  that  broke  the  Circle,  and  made  Lord  Coke's  Re- 
Way  for  much  greater  than  this  afterwards  (t).  "^^^^^  thereon; 
He  adds,  that  in  former  Times,  over  and  above 
the  Subiidy  of  Tonnage  and  Poundage,  the  Com- 
mons never  gave  above  one  Subfidy  and  two  Fif- 
teenths, fomeume^  lefs ;  one  Subfidy  ufually  a- 
mounting  to  Seventy  Thoufand  Pounds,  and  each 
Fifteenth,  at  Twenty  nine  Thoufind  Pounds,  or 
thereabouts.  The  Clergy's  Subfidies  were  compu- 
X  2  it^ 


(s)  Anno   li.  Elix.   Cap.   IV. 

(?j  Coke's  Jn/iit.  Part  4th.  Pag    33'. 
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QaecnElizabeth.  ^^'^  at  Twenty  Thoufand,  and  they  never  exceed- 
1588-9.       ed  one  Subfidy   till  this  Time. 

It  may  be  fuppofed  that  the  great  Joy  the  Na- 
tion was  under,  for  being  juft  then  delivered  from 
foreign  Fetters,  occafioned  this  unufual  Supply. 
No  doubt,  they  thought  t/)at,  at  another  Time, 
they  could  reduce  this  exorbitant  Tax,  on  the 
Subjed,  to  its  ufual  Stint.  But  the  Event  fhewed 
the  contrary  ;  and,  that  let  the  Subjeds  give  what 
they  will  to  the  Crown,  the  latter  will  always  find 
Occafion  to  make  it  a  Precedent  for  the  fame  or  a 
larger  Demand.  '  It  is  worthy  of  Obfervaiion, 
fays  Lord  Coke^  how  quietly  Subfidies,  granted  in 
ulual  and  accuftomed  Forms,  tho'  heavy,  were 
born  ;  fuch  a  Power  hath  Ufe  and  Cuftom  begot. 
On  the  other  Side,  what  Diicontents  and  Diftur- 
bances  Subfidies  framed  in  new  Molds  do  raife ; 
fuch  an  inbred  Hatred  Novelty  doth  hatch,  as  is 
evident  by  Examples  of  former  Times  [u).* 

The  fame  learned  Lawyer,  hath  extrai^ed  from 
our  Records,  feveral  Examples  to  this  Purpofe  ; 
•which,  as  they  were  all  prior  to  the  Times  we  are 
now  upon,  may  come,  aptly,  in  this  Place.  Ob- 
ferving,  that  all,  and  more,  of  this  Kind,  may  be 
met  with  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Hiftory. 

'•  In  a  Parliament,  holden  9th  EdwardlU.  when 
a  Motion  was  made  for  a  Sublidy  to  be  granted,  of 
a  new  Kind,  the  Commons  anfwered,  they  would 
have  Conference  with  thofe  of  their  Countries  and 
Places  who  had  put  them  in  Truft,  before  they 
treated  of  any  fuch  Matter.' 

'  In  the  4rh  of  Richard  II.  a  new  Invention  of 
Subfidies  wns  Itarted,  called  a  Poll-Tax,  on  either 
Sex,  for  the  Furnifhing  of  the  Earl  of  Bucking- 
ham on  his  gd\ng\o  France.  Whereupon,  a  ftrong 
and  ftrange  Rebellion  brcke  out;  wherein  three 
great  and  worthy  Minifters  of  State,  were  by  the 
Rafcal  Rebels  barbaroully  and  wickedly  murdered  ; 
viz.  Simon  Sudbury^  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury^ 
Chancellor  of  England^  the  Priorof  St.  Jihns  of 

Jeru. 

(v)  CoKi's  Inf.it,  Part  4.  Pag.  33,  34. 
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Jerujahm,  Treafurer  of  England,    and  Sir  J'''^^  Queen  Elizabeth. 
Cavendijh,  Chief  Juftice  of  England.  1588-9. 

*  The  9th  of  Henry  VI.  every  Knight's  Fee 
was  charged  to  pay  20  s.  and  fo  according  to  the 
Value,  under  or  over  j  as  the  Clergy  were  for  Lands 
purchafed  fince,  20th  Edward  I.  And  all  others 
having  Lands,  of  20  1.  Value,  not  holden  as  afore- 
'faid,  20  s.  This  whole  Subfidy,  for  certain  Doubts, 
the  King  utterly  releafed,  fo  that  there  was  no  more 
Mention  made  of  the  fame.' 

'  In  the  4th  of  Henry  VII.  another  fuch  new- 
found Subfidy  was  granted ;  which  raifed  a  Rebel- 
lion in  the  North,  in  which  the  noble  Earl  of 
Northumberland^  a  Commiffioner  in  that  Subfidy, 
was,  by  the  Rebels,  cauieiefsly  and  cruelly  flain.' 

'  Jnno  16.  Henry  VI XL  to  furnifh  the  King  for 
his  going  in  his  Royal  Perfon  to  France,  a  new 
Device  for  getting  of  Money  was  fet  on  Foot, 
which  made  the  headlefs  and  heedlefs  Multitude  to 
rife  in  Rebellion,  until  Charles  Brandon,  the  noble 
Duke  of  Suffolk,  quieted  and  difperfed  them.' 

St^pe  Viatorem  nova,  non  vetus  Orbita  falUt. 

Thus  far  our  learned  Judge  and  Expofitor  of  the 
Englifh  Laws.     And  we  heartily  wifti  that  thefe  Ex- 
amples would  have  deterred  his  Brethren  from  giv- 
ing different  Opinions  to  their  King,  in  a  Cafe  of 
the  fame  Nature,  in  a  fucceeding  Reign- 
In  the  Journals  of  the  Commons,   this  Seflion, 
is  much  lefs  to  our  Purpofe  than  in  many  before. 
The  Proceedings  in  that  Houfe,  for  feveral  Days, 
bein::  taken    up  with  Regulating  Eledtions,  and 
RetV.fving  falfe  Returns.     It  wns  not  till  Feb.  17th, 
when  the  Motion  w.is  made  for  a  Supply  to   be 
granted  ro  her  Majefty.     On  that  Day  Sir  Edward 
Hobby,  a  Member,  complained  to  the  Houfe  that  ^„f '^y^';^^,;^^'^ 
leveral  Particulars  of  a  Speech,  he  had  made  on  theAbmes  in  the 
Bill  for  Re,Q;ulating  Abufcs  amongft;  fome  Officers  Exchequer  j 
o''  ibe  Exchequer,    bad  been  reported  out  of  the 
Houfe,  for  which  lie  had  been  lliavply  rebuked  by 
a  very  great  Perfon.     And  piaying  that  the  faid 
Bill  nf  ght  be  again  read  and  committed,  \\z  was  in 
X  3  fome 
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jQj^eenEiiMbeihJO"ie  Soft  interrupted  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
J588-9.       Exchequer ;    who  faid,  *  That  he  offered  not  to 
fpeak  to  any  Prejudice  of  the  faid  Motion  -,  but 
putting  the  Houfe  in  Remembrance  of  their  Charge, 
given  unto  him  and  others,  for  Conference  to'be  had 
touching  fome  convenient  Supply  of  Treafure  to 
be  had  and  levied  for  the  neceflary  Defence  of  her 
Majefty  and  this  Realm,  now  prefently  in  Danger 
of  fuch  mighty  and  great  Enemies,   as  crft  of  late 
hath  been  at  large  delivered  unto  this  Houfe  by 
fome  Members  of  the  fame,    declared  unto  them, 
that  he  and  the  greater  Part  of  the  Refidue  of  the 
Committees  therein,  though  divers  of  them  did  not 
give  that  Attendance  therein  which  fo  great  and 
weighty  a  Caufe  doth  require,  have  met  and  had 
Conference  together  about  the  fame,   four  feveral 
Times ;    and,  that  at  the  laft  and  fourth  Time  of 
their  faid  Conference,    they  refolved  upon  fuch 
an  extraordinary  Proportion  of  Provifion,  as  they 
thovight,  the  prefent  extraordinary  Occafion  ofNe- 
cefTity  doth  require,  and  that  they  did  fet  the  fame 
down  in  Writing,   which  he  alfo  moved  might  be 
read  unto  them;  to  the  End  that  if  it  might  upon 
the  Reading  thereof,  Hand  with  their  Good-liking 
to  allow  of  it  and  give  their  Afients  unto  ir,    Mr. 
Speaker  might  then  deliver  it  to  her   Majefty's 
learned  Council,  to  have  the  fame  framed  into  the 
Form  of  a  Bill  to  be  proceeded  in  and  paft  in  this 
Houfe;    and  fhewed  further,  that  as  the  Grant  of 
this  Contribution  is  greater  than  hath  been  hereto- 
fore for  the  moll  Part  ordinarily  ufcd  to  be  granted 
^the  prefent  Neceility  fo  requiring  it)  fo  thinking 
good  aniongft  them  it  fliould  not  hereafter  be  an 
Occalion  of  n  Precedent  to  PoRerity  for  tl>e  like 
{wiibou:  like  Caule)  divers  of  them  were  of  Opi- 
nion, that  fome  meet  Words  to  fuch  an  Effc6t 
ni:j;ht   !-e  iiiierted   m   the  Preamble  to  the  Bill. 
And  fiicwcd  iurther,  that  one  of  the  Committees, 
t(>\\i:,Mr   Friincis  Bcccji,  had  for  that  Purpoie 
Jet  cuvvti  a  Note  in  Writing,   v.hich,  lie  faid,  (xi 
il  plcaL'd  *.hcmj  they  might  alio  hear  read,  and  af- 
terwards (if  they  thought  good;  might  alfo  be  de- 
livered 
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iivered  to  her  Majefty's  faid  learned  Council  like- Q^ggn Elizabeth, 
wife  with  the  fiiid  other  Note;  and  that  withal  the  1588-9. 
faid  Mr.  Bacon  might  repair  to  her  Majefty's  faid 
learned  Council  for  the  further  Proceeding  therein 
with  them,  if  this  Houfe  fliould  fo  think  good. 
Whereupon  the  Houfe  liking  well  of  this  Motion, 
both  the  faid  Notes  in  Writing  were  read  by  the 
Clerk,  and  afterwards  agreed  by  the  whole  Houfe, 
that  the  fame  Notes  ihould  be  forthwith  delivered 
by  Mr.  Speaker  to  her  Majefty's  faid  learned  Coun- 
cil accordingly,  and  the  faid  Mr.  Bacon  alfo  to  re- 
pair unto  ihem.' 

After  the  Chancellor  had  ended,  Sir  Henry 
Knyvet  ftood  up  and  entered  upon  the  Complaint 
made  by  Sir  Edward  Hobby .,  and  defired  the  Houfe 
would  take  it  into  Confideration.  He  recired  the 
Heads  of  Sir  Edward's  firft  Speech  which  gave  the 
Offence,  and,  after  commending  the  Motion,  he 
urged  the  prefent  Reading  of  the  Bill.  And,  upon 
the  Queftion,  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  immediate- 
ly, and  afterwards  committed. 

This  Bill,  and  another  concerning  Purveyors,  And  conwning 
gave  great  Offence  at  Court.     We  find  that  Fe-  Purveyors  -,  bom 
bruary  27  th,  a  Mefiage  came  from  the  Lords  to  de- J^^'^^  sive  ^f- 
fire  a  Conference  with  fome  of  the  Lower- Houfe  (^een. 
concerning  a  Mefl'.ge  they  had  juft  received  from 
her  Majefty.     On  this,  a  large  Committee  were 
appointed,  who,  returning,  made  Report,  '  That 

*  the  Lord  Treafurer  had  informed  them  the  Mef- 
'  fage  from  her  Majefty  was  concerning  the  Bills 
^  aforefaid,  which  iflie  greatly  niilliked  in  both 
*■  Cafes.     The  one  tending  10  reguLue  the  Officers 

*  and  Miniftcrs  of  her  own  HouHiold;  and  the 
*•  other,  thofe  of  her  own  Court  and  of  her  own 

*  Revenues,     In  both  which,    if  any  fliould  de- 

*  mean  themfelves  ill,   her  Mijefty  wns  of  herfelf 

*  both  able  and  willing  to   reform   them.     And 

*  would  malce  public  Examples,  to  other  Offices 
'  of  thofe  of  her  Houfliold  or  Court  who  fhouli 
"  ?A  any  Time  be  found  to  off.nd  ' 

ivl:;ny  Si)eeches  and  Motions  were  made  v.pon 
fhis^  n  l>at  was  bell  Lobe  doiu;  to  fatisfv  lic-r  Ma- 

icftv 
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Queen Eijwibeth.J^fty  ^^"^  ^^^^^  Proceedings  in  thefe  Bills.  At 
1588-9.  length,  it  was  refolved  to  chufe  another  Committee 
to  confider  of  this  Matter ;  and,  alfo  to  fearch  Pre- 
cedents that  might  beft  ferve  to  that  Purpofe.  And 
two  Days  after,  it  was  reported  to  the  Houfe,  that 
the  Committee  thought  the  bed  "Way  was  to  re- 
prefent  the  Cafe,  as  it  flood,  to  her  Majefty  by  the 
Mouth  of  their  Speaker.  Accordingly,  on  March 
8th,  Mr.  Speaker  Ihevvcd  unto  the  Houfe,  *  That 
he  and  others  of  this  Houfe,  who  were  appointed 
to  attend  upon  her  Majefty,  had  Accefs  unto  her 
Highnefs  Yeftcrday  in  the  Afternoon;  and  that 
they  received  from  her  Majefty  moft  comfortable 

therein  •'      and  gracious  Speeches  in  far  belter  Sort  and  Mea- 
fiire  than  he  was  any  Way  able  to  repeat  or  open 
unto  them,  of  her  Highnefs's  great  and  ineftimable 
loving  Care  towards  her  loving  Subjeds,  yea  more 
than  of  her  own  felf,  or  than  any  of  them  have 
of  themfelves.     And  as  to  the  Parts  of  the  prefent 
humble  Petition  of  this  Houfe  unto  her  Highnefs, 
in  the  Grievances  by  the  Purveyors  and  in  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,  it  pleafed  her  Majefty  to  tell 
them.   That  for  the  one,  to  wit,  the  Abufes  of 
Purveyors,  her  Highnefs  of  her  own  Princely  Care 
towards  her  Subjects,  had  given  Orders  unto  the 
late  Lord  Steward  to  addrefs  his  Letters  unto  all  the 
Bhircs  of  this  Realm,  for  the  due  Inquiry  and  Certi- 
ficate of  the  Mifdemeanors  of  Purveyors  in  ail 
Places,  for  fome  Courfes  thereupon  to  be  had  for 
convenient  Redrefs  in  the  fame  :     And  that  before 
any  Order  could  well  be  taken  for  accomplifhing 
that  good  intended  EfFeft,    the  Spaniardi  upon  a 
fudden  attempted  the  Invafion  of  this  Realm  ;    by 
reafon  whereof  (her  Majefty  faid)  the  faid  Purpole 
was  not  performed.     And  fo  Ihewing  further,  that 
her  Majefty  having  as  much  Skill,  Will  and  Power 
to  rule  and  govern  her  own  Houlhold,  as  any  Sub- 
jedt  to  rule  and  govern  theirs  without  the  Help 
or  Aid  oi  their  Neighbouis;  fo  her  Majefty  mind- 
ing very  c.^rci'uily  of  her  own   mere  great  Love 
and  Affection  towards  her  dutiful  and  loving  Sub- 

jetSls 
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jedls  (whole  moft  faithful  and  approved  good  Love  Queen  EHzateth. 
and  Fidelity  towards  her,  fhe  more  efteemeth  than  1588-9- 
all  the  Treafures  of  the  World  befides)  very  fnort- 
ly  to  caufe  a  Colledion  to  be  made  of  all  the  Laws 
already  in  Force  touching  Purveyors,  and  alfo  all 
the  Conftitutions  of  her  Highnefs's  Houfhold  in 
that  Cafe,  and  thereupon  by  the  Advice  of  her 
Judges  and  her  learned  Council,  to  fet  down  fuch 
a  Form  and  Plot  for  the  laid  Redrefles,  yea,  and 
that  before  the  End  of  this  prefent  Seflion,  as  (hall 
be  as  good  and  better  for  the  Eafe  of  the  Subjedls, 
than  that  which  this  Houfe  had  attempted  without 
her  Privity,  and  in  which  they  would  have  bereaved 
her  Majefty  of  the  Honour,  Glory  and  Commen- 
dation of  the  fame.  And  touching  the  Exchequer 
fhe  faid,  it  was  her  Chamber,  and  fo  more  near 
unto  her  than  the  Houfliold :  And  that  in  the 
tenth  Year  of  her  Reign,  her  Majefty  had  caufed 
certain  Orders  and  Conftituaonsto  be  fet  down,  for 
the  due  and  fit  Courfe  of  fuch  Things  in  the  faid 
Court,  as  her  Subjeds  feem  to  be  grieved  for.' 

On  which  thefe  two  Bills  were  drop'd,  for  that  which  occafions 
Time ;   but,  as  it  feems,  they  were  foon  after  re-  *!'«''■, J""6  then 
vived,  by  the  Queen's  Allowance,  and  palled  into  ^°^ 
Laws  this  Parliament. 

Few  Seflions  were  ended  in  this  Reign  without 
fome  Strokes  at  the  Ertabliihed  Church,  or  the  Mi- 
nifters  of  it.      And  in  this  Mr.  Davenport  flood  up 
and  made    a  Motion,  *  That  he   was  neither  for 
making  of  nnynevv  Laws,  nor  abrogating  any  old 
but  for  a  due  Courfe  of  Proceeding  in  Laws  already  TrZtrJll' 
eftablifhcd.     Th.;!e,  he  thought,   were  ill  execu-  t'O"  of  the 
ted   by   lome  Ecclenallical  Governors  j    contrary  ^^"^^* 
both  to   the  Purport  ot  ihe  faid  Laws,   and  alio 
to  the  Minds  ai.a  Meanings  of  the  Law-makers, 
to  the  great  Hurt  and  Grievance  of  lundry  of  her 
M-ijelty's  good  Suhjeots.'     He  then  offered  a  Wri- 
ting to  the  Houfe,  <.ont;^in!i!g  lorne  Particulars  to 
prove  his  AHeition,  and  p.ayed  ibat  it  mi~ht  be 
read. 

In  An:>'cr  to  this  Mo-ior,  ?v^r.  Secretary  IP'oi- 
h'j  "t2,6  J  Lv.ve  CO  pu:  ti.s  H^ulc  in  Mind  of 

her 
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Queen EliMbcth.  her  Majefty's  exprefs  Inhibition,  delivered  to  them 
1388-9.  by  the  Mouth  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  at  the  Be- 
ginning of  this  Seffion,  touching  any  Dealing  in 
Ecclefiaftical  Caufes.  And  faid,  that,  for  his  Part, 
if  they  meddled  in  the  laft  moved  Affair,  contrary 
to  the  Inhibition,  the  Houfe  vi^ould  (hev/  a  high 
Contempt  of  her  Majefty's  Commands.  Where- 
upon, though  the  Writing  was  received,  it  vi'as 
not  read  at  all,  but  fomeTime  after  delivered  back 
to  Mr.  Davenport  by  the  Speaker. 

A  Bill  for  Reforming  the  many  Inconveni- 
ences, from  the  great  Number  of  Pluralities  and 
Non-Re(idents  on  Church  Livings,  pafled  the  Com- 
mons ;  but  was  thrown  out  by  the  Lords. 

Thefe  Altercations  put  the  Commons  into  Di- 
vifions  about  granting  the  Supply.     It  was  not  till 
Debate  on  the  February  28ih  that  the  Bill  for  it  was  again  confi- 
5"ppiy«  dered  ;  and  feveral  Speeches  being  made  for  having 

it  fpeedily  ingrofs'd,  it  was  oppofed  by  others, 
who  argued  *  That  it  was  better  to  proceed  with 
other  Bills,  as  necelTary  for  the  Common- Wealth, 
which  ought  to  be  treated  on  and  expedited  before 
the  Subfidy  Bill :  Becaufe,  it  was  their  Opinions 
when  that  Bill  was  once  paflec!  this  Houfe,  there 
would  foon  be  an  End  of  this  Seflion  of  Parliament. 
On  which,  the  Queftion  being  put,  it  was  carried 
for  the  Ingrofsment  of  the  Bill,  though  we  are  not 
told  by  what  Majority.  After  this,  it  met  with 
no  more  Oppofition,  but  was  pafled  and  fent  up  to 
the  Lords,  on  the  nth  of  March. 

We  are  obliged  to  Mr.  Strype  however,  for  re- 
trieving us  one  of  the  Speeches,  made  io  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  againft  this  large  Supply.  This 
was  alfo  amongft  the  But lei^Han  Mavukripts;  but 
the  Reader  will  eafily  acquit  the  Lord  7>ealurer  of 
Enghnd  of  having  any  Hand  in  this  Speech,  what- 
ever he  might  have  in  that  of  Serjeant  Puchritig's.[u) 
The  Account  of  the  then  prelent  State  of  fw^^^^df 
atid  of  Spain^  which  will  be  found  here,  muft 
atione  for  the  Length  of  it  j  the  Ontor's  Name 
is  not  mentioned. 

A  S.peeih 

fu)  See  b-fcre  pag,   272. 
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A  Speech  in  Parliament  Anno  31  Reginse,  ^<^^////?  Que^Eiizabctlu 
a  Bill  of  Subftdy  to  be  granted  for  four  Tears y  in       1588-9. 
Order  to  a  Preparation  againji  any  JJJault  from 
Spain. 

WHEREAS  I  am,  though  unworthy,  a  *  c  u  •  « 
Member  of  this  Houfe,  and  zealoully  u.^^^  ^^''""^ 
defirous  to  conjoin  myfelf  by  Confent.in  all  good 
Proceedings  with  the  Body  thereof^  I  have  hither- 
to in  this  great  Matter  of  the  Subfidy  received  fo 
fmall  Satisfaftion  for  the  Diredion  of  my  Judg- 
ment, that  unlefs  I  fhould  manifeftly  diflent  from 
mine  own  Confcience,  which  neither  this  Place 
requireth,  nor  Chriftianity  alloweth,  I  cannot 
confent  with  the  Bill  therein,  which  may  feem 
to  have  had  fo  general  and  current  a  Confent,  as 
it  might  feem  fuperfiuous  to  offer  to  fpeak  to  it; 
and  efpecially  at  this  Time,  after  the  Engrofling 
thereof,  after  the  Refolution  thereon  by  a  great, 
grave  and  wife  Committee,  I  may  be  deemed 
prefumptuous,  but  to  ipeak  againfl  this  Bill ; 
whereby  the  Service  of  her  Majefty  and  the 
whole  Realm  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  hindred;  it 
may  be  thought  impijus;  ii  may  be  thought  dan- 
gerous. The  Conlent  of  the  greateft  Part  of  this 
Houfe,  as  I  lake  it,  concludeth  all  the  reft  at  the 
Queftion,  but  excludeth  none  in  the  Arguing. 

'  This  Time,  I  confefs,  to  be  fomewhat  unfea- 
fonably  chofen.  but  yet  now  is  the  Time  to  fpeak, 
or  elfe  hereafter  for  ever  to  be  filcnt.  And  there- 
in I  do  fomewhat  rely  upon  the  Authority  of  an 
honourable  Perfonage,  who,  at  the  Putting  of 
this  Bill  to  EngrofTing,  affirmed  it,  in  his  Expe- 
rience, not  to  be  unufual  to  have  a  Bill  argued 
upon,  beiween  the  third  Reading  and  the  Que- 
ftion, two  or  ihree  Days. 

*  As  for  the  Service  of  her  Majefty  and  my 
Country,  unto  which  two  I  owe  all  Subjedion 
and  Duty,  I  am  fo  far  from  withdrawing  either 
myfelf  or  others  1  'v-efrom,  that  my  Speech  fhall 
have  none  other  iind,   than  the  Advancement 

'  thereofj 
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thereof ;    neither,  as  I  hope,  (hall  in  that  Behalf 
need  any  other  Apology,  than  itfelf. 

*  My  Meaning  is  not  to  difpute,  whether  it  be 
lawful  to  grant  a  Subfidy,  or  no.  For  then  our 
Saviour  Chrift  himfelf  would  flop  my  Mouth, 
with  his  Anfwer  to  the  captious  Queftionifts  in 
the  2oth  of  Matthew.  For  fure,  the  very  Im- 
preflion  and  Superfcription  of  our  Money  puts  us 
in  Mind  to  whom  it  doth  appertain.  Neither 
will  I  argue  whether  it  be  neceiTary  to  grant  a 
Subfidy,  or  not.  But  therein  content  myfelf 
with  the  Example  of  our  Saviour,  who  in  the 
17th  of  Matthew^  paid  his  twentieth  Penny  out 
of  his  Fifli's  Mouth  for  himfelf  and  Peter.  Nor 
yet,  whether  it  be  convenient  to  contribute  to- 
ward the  neceflary  Exigences  of  our  lawful  Prin- 
ces. For  St.  Faul  teacheth  me  in  the  13th  to 
the  Romans^  that  Tribute  appertaineth  unto  them 
of  Duty,  as  unto  Governors  fent  by  God,  for 
the  well  ordering  and  guiding  of  his  People. 

'  But  the  Queftion,  wherein  I  endeavour  to  be 
refolved,  is,  whether  it  be  neceflary  or  conve- 
nient for  us  at  this  Time  to  tender  unto  her  Ma- 
jefty  fuch  a  Subfidy,  and  in  fuch  Manner  and 
Form,  as  hath  been  by  divers  heretofore  moved, 
as  the  Purport  of  this  Bill  ofFereth  unto  us. 
That  is  in  brief,  a  double  Subfidy  to  be  paid  in 
four  Years. 

'  And  Firft,  for  the  NeceJJity  thereof,  I  cannot 
deny,  bat  if  it  were  a  Charge  impofed  upon  us 
by  her  Majcfty's  Commandment,  or  a  Demand 
proceeding  from  her  Majefty  by  Way  of  Requeft, 
that  I  think,  there  is  not  one  among  us  all,  either 
fo  difobcdient  a  Subject  in  regard  of  our  Duty,  or 
jo  unthankful  a  Man  in  refpeft  of  the  ineftimable 
Benefits  which  by  her,  and  from  her,  we  have 
received,  which  would  not  with  frank  Confent, 
both  of  Voice  and  Heart,  mod  willingly  fubmit 
himfe'f  thereunto,  without  any  unreverent  En- 
quiry into  the  Caufes  thereof.  For  it  is  cor>ti- 
nually  m  the  Mouth  of  us  all,  that  our  Lands, 
Goods,  and  Lives,  are  at  our  Prince's  Difpolina:;. 

f  And 
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*  And  it  agreeth  very  well  with  that  Pofition  of  Qae«n Elizabeth. 
'  the  Civil  Law,  which  faith,  ^od  omnia  Regis      ^^88  9. 

*  funt.     But  how  ?  Ita  tamen,  ut  omnium  ftnt.   Ad 

*  Regem  enim  Potejias  omnium  pertinet ;  ad  fmgulos 
'  Proprietas.     So  that  although  it  be  moll  true, 

*  that  her  Majelly    hath,     over    ourfelves    and 

*  our  Goods,  Potejlatem  imperandi,  yet  it  is  as 
'  true,  that  until  that  Power  command,  fwhich, 

*  no  doubt,  will  not  command  without  very  juft 
'  Caufej  every  Subje<5t  hath  his  own  Proprietatem 
'  pojjidendi.  Which  Power  and  Commandment 
'  from    her  Majefty,    as   we  have  not   yet   re- 

*  ceived,  I  take  it  (faving  Reformation)  that  we 
'  are  freed  from  the  Caufe  of  Necejfity. 

*  Another  Caufe  of  NeceJJity^  is  the  dangerous 

*  Eftate  of  our  Common- Wealth  in  refpedl  of  In- 

*  vafion  by  our  common  and  mighty  Enemies. 

*  Which  Reafon,  becaufe  in  my  Hearing  it  hath 
'  been  the  principal,    and  almoft  only  Perfuader  of 

*  the  Bill,   requireth  a  more  fufficient  and  exquilite 

*  Anfwer,   than  perhaps  I  fhall  make  unto  it.     I 

*  have  before  acknowledged  it  to  be  a  neceflary 

*  Anfwer,  to  move  all  to  unwonted  and  extraordi- 
'  nary  Contribution.  And  I  muft  herein  needs 
'  fubfcribe  to  a  wife  and  learned  Man  of  our  Age, 
'  who  faith,  that  they  be  pia^  quce  cum  Civibui 
'  imperantur  Tributa,  fine  quibm  Civitas  ipja  fun- 
'  ditui  Jit  interitura.  But  as  I  do  afluredly  hope, 
'  that  our  Country  is  at  this  prefent  in  no  fuch  def- 
'  perate  and  dangerous  Cafe  i  the  very  Teeth  and 

*  Jaws  of  our  mightieft  and  moll  malicious  Ene- 

*  my  have  been  fo  lately  broken,  and  the  Sword 
'  of  his  greateft  Confederate  more  lately  fneathed 

*  in    his   own  Bofom.     Befide    the  Hope  which 

*  may  juftly  be  conceived  of  the  Expedition  now 

*  fetting  forward  {v)^  for  the  Defeating  all  their 
'  Plots,  and  Difappointing  all  their  Devices  :  As, 
'  I  fay,  I  do  afTuredly  hope,  that  our  Cour.try  for 
'  thefe  Realons,  is  in  no  fuch  great  Danger,  as  it 

*  is  pretended,  fo  may  I  conftantlv  .  affirm,  that 

*al- 

(v)  Of  Invading  fome  Parts  of  Spn,t  by  Sir  Franci  i  Drake,  and 
Other  Erglipt 
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Qnero  Elizabeth.'  although  by  Way  of  Conceffion,  I  fhould  grant 
1588-9.       *  it   to  be  fo,    yet  the  Subfidy,    required  by  this 

*  Bill  to  be  granted,  could  give  little  or  no  Re- 

*  lief  thereunto.     For  as  a  Pardon  comes  unpro- 
'  fitably  to  the  Offender  after  his  Execution,    or 

*  a  Potion  to  a  Patient  after  his  Death,  or  Reco- 

*  very  to  Health ;    fo  if  the  Stroke  of  God's  E- 
'  nemy  and  ours  be  likely  to  light  upon  us,  ei- 

*  ther  this  Year,    as  it  hath  been  here  affirmed  ♦, 
'  io   the   next,    as  it  is  in  my  fmall  Judgment 

*  more  likely,  I  doubt  not,  but  you  will  all  con- 
'  fent  with  me,    that  a  Subfidy,    the  firft  Part 

*  whereof  is  not  to  be  paid    till  the  End  of  three 
'  Years,  (fox  unto  that  only  my  Speech  hath  Rela- 

*  tion)  can  ferve  neither  for  Pay,  nor  Provilion,  in 
.  *  Defence  thereof. 

Utilis  eji  Medicina  fuo  qua  Tempore  venit^ 

*  faith  the  Poet.     And,  Sapieritia  fera^  is  faid  to 

*  be  Proximo  Stultitia. 

*  And  thus  having  briefly  fet  down  mine  Opi- 

*  nion  againft  the  Neceflity  of  this  Grant,    I  will 

*  by  your  favourable  Patience,  with  like  Brevity 
'  declare  fuch  Inconvenience^  as  I  have  conceived 

*  may  enfue  thereby.  It  is  not  unknown  to  you 
'  all,  but  moft  fenfibly  felt  through  the  whole 
'  Realm,  what  Charge  and  Expences  the  Com- 
'  mons  thereof  were  thislall  Summer  driven  unto 

*  by  Preparation  and  Provifion  of  Arms,  Horfes, 
'  Apparel,    and  other  Neceflaries,    for  their  juft 

*  and  natural  Defence  againft  the  intended  In- 
'vafion:     You  know,   that  fmce   that  Time  a 

*  Paymentof  the  Subfidy,    laft  granted,   hath  been 

*  made  unto  her  Majefty.     There  is  none  of  us 

*  ignorant  what  Number  of  Privy-Seals  are  even 
'  now    difperfed    through    the   whole  Realm,    to 

*  the  Ejiiptying  Men's  Coffers,  and  Impairing  of 

*  their  Stocks:    Wuh  what  Readinefs,  Duty  and 

*  Good-  Will,  thefe  Things  have  been,   and  (hall 

*  be  performed  by  the  Subjeifls,  no  Man  here  may 

*  doubt.     Now  then  to  bring  a  new  and  unacuf- 

*  iom<sd  Coniinrjation  of  Payments^  one  to  rolef 

*  in 
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in  the  Neck  of  another,  ficut  Unda  fuperierit  Un-  Queen  Elizabeth. 
dam^  I  know  not,  by  what  Warrant  of  Reafon  1588-9. 
or  Confcience,  we  may  do  it:  Efpecially,  con- 
fidering,  that  it  is  not  a  Matter  necellarily  impo- 
fed  upon  us,  as  I  faid  before,  but  voluntarily  to 
be  offered  by  us.  Surely,  one  fpeaketh  very 
plainly,  and  faith,  J^ftni  eji  CUtellam  ferre  liben- 
tcr.  But  I  will,  as  it  becomes  me,  ufe  more  Re- 
verence in  this  honourable  Place ;  and  fay,  that 
I  think  it  not  convenient,  that  we  fhould  lay- 
Burdens  on  our  own  Shoulders,  or  put  Shackles 
on  our  own  Feet. 

'  But  it  is  Hill  urged,  that  the  Service  of  her 
Majefty,  and  Safeguard  of  our  own  felves,  is 
provided  for  hereby ;  furely,  by  your  honourable 
Patience,  I  will  attempt  to  prove,  that  by  this 
Grant  her  Majefty's  Service  fhall  be  rather  hin- 
dred  than  forwarded  \  and  ourfelves  rather  endan- 
gered than  fecured.  It  was  very  gravely  and 
wifely  delivered  unto  us  in  her  Majefty's  Prefence, 
at  the  Beginning  of  this  Parliament,  by  my  Lord 
Chancellor,  ^od  iutius  Fide,  quam  Ferro  reg- 
nant Reges.  And  furely,  if  ^uro  were  put  in 
the  Place  of  Ferro^  the  Sentence  were  nolwith- 
ftanding  neverthelefs  true.  For  it  is  not  the  A- 
bundance  of  Treafure,  nor  the  Multitude  of  Pof- 
feflions,  neither  the  infinite  Number  of  A-Ien, 
which  maintain  and  eftablifh  a  King  in  his 
Throne,  but  the  Faith,  Love,  Loyalty  and  Con- 
tentment of  his  People  and  Subjcds,  which  as 
her  Majefty  hath  hitherto,  from  her  firft  Augu- 
ration,  moft  defervedly  had  ;  and  that  as  fully  and 
amply,  as  ever  had  any  Prince  in  Europe-.  So 
were  it  greatly  to  be  lamented,  that  now  through 
our  Debates,  any  fuch  Difcontent  ihould  be  bred 
in  the  IvIinJs  and  Hearts  of  her  People  ;  where- 
by their  accuftomcd  Affections  towards  her  might 
receive  the  leaft  Diminution.  And  furely,  who- 
foever  they  be,  that  by  new  and  ftrange  Exac- 
tions on  the  People,  fliall  go  about  to  fill  up  the 
Prince's  Coffers,  may  perhaps  pleafe  the  Prince, 
by  ferving  his  Turn  for  the  Time,  but  fhall  in 

'the 
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Queen  Elizabeth. '  the  End  be  found  to  have  done  him,  but  bad  Ser- 

1588-9.       «  y,j,g^     Yjjg  Anfwer  of  the  Emperor  Tiberius  un- 

'  to  his  ^ejiors,  or  Treafurers ;    which  perfuaded 

*  him  for  ihe  Repairing  of  the  Treafury,    to  load 

*  the  Provinces  with  Tribute,  is  worthy  eternal 

*  Memory ;    which  was,  that  it  was  Boni  Pajioris 

*  tondere  Oves^  non  autem  degluhere.    And  the  Prac- 
'  tice  of  the  Romans^  while  Hannibal  befieged  their 

*  City,  is  of  all  Nations  worthy   to  be  imitated. 

*  For  being  hardly  preft  by  the. Siege,  and  their 

*  common  Treafure  quite  exhaufted,    the  Senate 

*  took  Counfel  together  for  the  Redrcfs  of  thefe 
•Mifchiefs:    Some  of  them  perfuading,  like  7/* 

*  berius's  Treafurers,  that  the  People  were  to  be 
'charged  with  a  Subfidy  or  Impofuion.     But  the 

*  greater  and  wiferSort  (whofe  Authority  alfo  pre- 

*  vailed)  would  by  no  Means  aflent  thereunto ; 

*  thinking  it,  (efpecially  in  that  Time  of  Extremi- 

*  ty^  moll  inconvenient  by  new  Taxes  and  Impo- 

*  fitions,  to  difcontent  the  People,  in  whom  the 

*  Sirength  and  Defence  of  their  City  confifted. 

*  And  what  did  they  ?    Why,  they  decreed  that  a 

*  Contribution  fhould  be  made  by  Way  of  a  Bene- 
'  volence.     And  they   themfclves  would  firft   go 

*  unto  the  Triumviros  Menfarios,  which  were  Offi- 
'  cers  appointed  for  that  Receipt ;  and  there  bcflow 

*  fo  liberally  of  their  own,  that  the  inferior  People 

*  fhould  by  their  Example  be  incited  to  a  large  and 
'bountiful  Contribution.  But  what  followed? 
'  The  People,    a?  the  Story  faith,    came  in  fo  faft, 

*  and  the  Money  in  fuch  Abundance,  Ut  nee  7ri- 
'  ufKviri  Mcnfarii  accipiendo,  nee  ScribiS  referenda, 

*  (^[fficercnt.  Jt  is  written  by  Livy  in  the  26th 
'  Book,  and  needeth  no  App'icatli.n.  Only  this 
'  I  would  v.  ifli   to  be  confidered,  whether  if  we 

*  flioulJ  by  Extremity  be  put  to  the  like  Shift  for  a 

*  Benevolence,    befcre  the  Payment  of  this  latter 

*  SubfiJy,  the  Grant  of  this  would  not  do  greater 

*  Hurt  to  that  Contribution,  than  itlelf  could  do 
'  good,  when  it  fl;all  be  paid. 

*  I  could  with  Enumeration  and  Amplification 

*  of  the  Inconveniences,  which  may  grow  by  this 

double 
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double  Subfidy  detain  you  longer  than  either  itisQi""^''"'^^^' 
fit  for  me  to  fpeak,  or  pleafing   for  you  to  hear,       ^^     ^* 
But  f  will  haften  to  an  End.     It  may  be  objed- 
ed.  That  this  Subfidy  cannot  be  an  Occafion  of 
any  fuch  Grievance  or  Difcontent,  as  is  fpoken 
of  ;  or  if  it  were,    that  the  Sharpntfs  thereof 
is  well  allayed  and  tempered  by  the  prolonging  of 
the  Payment.     Surely,   it  may  be,  that  all,  or 
the  moft  Part  of  this  honourable  Hoiife,  who, 
both  in  refpedl  of  their  Ability,  may,  and  by 
reafon  of  their  liberal  Education  and  great  VVil- 
dom  will,  fubmit  ihemfelves  unto  it :    It  is  a 
light  and  ealy  Burthen,  and  accounted  bur  for 
a  Flea-Biting.     But  unto  the  People,  and  needy 
Countrymen,  to  the  Artificer,  whole  Treafureis 
always  in  his  Hand,  ('for  whom  we  do  fit  here 
more  principally  than  for  ourfelves)  under  Cor- 
redlion,  it  cannot  be  accounted  but  for  a  Punifh- 
ment. 

*  Samuel^  in  the  Oration  which  he  made  unto 
the  Ifraeiiies^  when  they  would  needs  have  a 
King,  among  other  Buiihens,  which  he  told  theirt 
they  fhould  bear  under  that  Kind  of  Govern- 
ment, accounteth  the  Payment  of  the  Tenth  of 
their  Seed,  their  Vineyards,  and  their  Sheep. 
Which  may  prove,  that  then  it  was  reckoned  for 
a  Pain.  And  the  Suits,  Exclamations,  Com- 
plaints, and  Lamentations,  of  the  Commons  of 
this  Realm,  well  known  to  the  moft  Part  of  this 
Houfe,  which  they  make  either  at  ihe  Afleffing» 
or  Colledlion  of  thefe  SubfiJies,  or  both,  doth 
fufficiently  tellify  unto  us,  that  they  account  it 
now  a  Punifhment.  And  as  for  the  prolonging 
of  the  Pavment,  I  am  fo  far  from  thinking  that 
ic  is  any  Mitigadon  of  the  Punifhment,  that  I 
am  rather  perfwaded,  that  it  is  encreafed  thereby. 
As  it  is  well  faid  of  Seneca^  in  the  beftowing  of 
Benefits,  ^od  bis  dat^  qui  cito  dat  \  fo  it  is  as 
truly  fpoken  of  another,  in  the  infiidling  of  Pu- 
nifliments,  Dilatio  pcencz  eft  DupUcatio  pcena  , 
and  of  another.  That  the  irrevocable  Sentence  of 
Death  being  once  pronounced,  it  is  Mifir'icordi^ 
Voj...  IV,  Y  '  ge?iusi 
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genui  cito  occtdere.  Neither  have  I  heard  any  great 
Reafon  why  the  Pains  of  Hell  nre  intolerable,  but 
becaule  ihcy  are  perpetual  :  For  Malorum  few 
fus  accreCcit  die  :  And,  Leve  ejl  tniferias  ferre^ 
per f err  e  grave. 

*  Sceng  ihen  that  it  is  apparent,  that  this  Ini- 
pofiiion,  how  much  the  greater  it  (hall  be,  by  fo 
much  the  more  grievous  it  will  be  to  the  mean, 
ignorant,  and  untaught  Commons  of  this  Land ; 
who  bend  all  their  Thoughts  and  Adtions  to  the 
procuring  and  maintaining  of  their  private  Com- 
modity i  and  feeing  ,  that  their  long  Meditati- 
on thereon  will  encreafe  and  double  this  their 
Griet  and  Punilhment,  and  that  no  Man,  how 
well-natured  or  nurtered  foever  he  be,  can  well 
content  himfelf  with  Pain  and  Grief j  I  hope 
you  fee  as  clearly  as  you  hear,  that  the  Subfidy 
required  by  this  Bill  to  be  granted,  muft,  after, 
bree>i  a  Difcontent  in  the  Minds  and  Hearts  of 
her  Majefty's 'People.  Of  which  their  Difcon- 
tentment,  what  might  enfue  and  follow,  1  wou'd 
be  very  loth  to  divine.  What  if  a  Dearth  of 
Viduals?  What  if  Reftraint  of  Traffic,  by 
Means  of  Wars  ?  What  if  thereby  Occafion 
fhould  be  given  to  feditious  and  traiterous  Whil- 
perers,  to  augment  and  encre.ifc  it  I 

*  Sure  I  am,  that  hereof  could  follow  no  good 
Service  to  her  Majefty  ;  no  great  Safely  to  our- 
felves ;  no  Benefit  to  the  Commonwealth.  But 
we  Ihould  then  all,  too  late,  cry,  IVoe  be  to  tkem 
that  brought  the  firjl  Spark  to  the  Kindling  of  this 
Fire.  Ami  it  hath  often  been  proved  heretofore, 
by  Experienre,  that  Money,  this  Way  obtained 
from  the  People,  hath,  boca  fpent  in  greater 
Meaiure  in  the  pacifying  them  of  whom  it 
was  collected. 

'  The  Precedent,  belides  nuy  Ix;  dangerous, 
both  to  ourfelves  and  our  Polkjiiy.  For  we 
commonly  fee,  that  in  all  Ccunielsand  Delibera- 
tions, a  Precedent  is  a  fore eable  and  Handing  Ar- 
gument. And  it  was  a  wile  and  true  Saying, 
that  Diuturnitas  t/mporis  e^eere  potc/f,  ut  quod 

*  per- 
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'■  pernicion  more  et  exemplo  convaluit^  potentim  ^iV^  Q,,een  Elizabeth, 
'  Lege  dominetur.     And  altho'  I  have  before  gran-      1588-9. 

*  ted  you,  by  Way  of  Conceflion,  that  her  Ma- 

*  jedy's  Will  and  Commandment  is  a  necefl'ary 
'  Argument*  to  perfuade  us  to  the  Faffing  of  this 

*  Bill  ;  yeti  left  it  may  be  thought  of  more  abfo- 
'  lute  Neceffity,  than  pdrhaps  it  is  requifite  it  fhould 

*  be  ;  I  will  fet  down  a  Precedent  or  two,  which 

*  in  the  like  Cafes,  have^  in  this  Houfe,  been 
'  determined  heretofore. . 

••  In  the  39.  Hen.  3.  a  Parliament  was  fummon- 

*  ed  ;  wherein  was  required  an  extraordinary  Re- 

*  paration  of  the  King's  Treafury,   by  a  Subfidy. 

*  The  Commons,  becaufe  this  Demand  was  great- 

*  ter  than  ufually  had  been  uaid,  would  grant  no 
'  Subfidy  at  all  {a). 

'  Thus  I  have  prefumed  to  deliver  my  Opinion, 
'  hoping  that  if  any  thing  have  efcaped  me,  worthy 

*  Reprehenfion,  through  Ignorance,  it  (hall  be  ex- 

*  cul'ed  by  reafon  of  mine  Infancy  in  this  Pradlice 

*  of  Speaking:  If  any  Part  of  my  Speech  may  re- 
'  ccive  a  double  Conllruftion,  it  may  be  defended 
*"  by  your  beft  Interpretation. 

The  Grant  of  a  Supply  being  obtained  and  paf- 
fed  both  Houles,  this  Parliament,  foon  after,  drew 
to  a  Conclufion,  without  any  other  Thing,  of 
Confequence  to  this  Hiftory,  being  tranfaded  in  it. 
Except  that,  on  the  laft  Day  of  the  Sefllons, 
March  29th,  a  Meliage  was  brought  from  the 
Lords,  thai  their  Lordfhips  defired  the  Lower 
Houfe  to  concur  with  them  in  Opinion,  '  That 
fince  moil  of  all  thofe  Treafons,  which  had  been, 
praitifed  againft  her  Majefly,  had  either  been  plotted 
in  Spaiui  or  procured  by  Spain  ;  and  that  all  the 
Rebellions,  either  in  Engiand  or  Ireland^  during 
her  Majefty's  Reign,  had  been  countenanced  from 
thence;  and,  as  the  Upfhot  of  all,  his  late  in- 
tended ambitious  and  blood- thirfty  Conqueft,  yet 
ffefh  in  Memory,  might  be  added  :  Her  Majefty 
ought  to  be  defired  to  denounce  open  War  againft 
Y  2  the 

{it)  Thir  goe^  no  furf.htr-.  thii''  it  fccns  t9  want  fcmcfhiHg, 
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Queen  Elizabeth,  t^e  King  of  ^pttiriy  33  againft  a  moft  dangerous 
1588  9.      Enemy  r6  her  Majefty  and  her  Realms.' 

On  which  Meflnge  it  was  relblved,    upon  the 
Queftion,  *  That  this  Houfe  would  join  with  their 
Both  Houfes  de-  Lordfhips  in  requefting  her  Majefty  to  denounce 
to'  dcchre^lr  ^^r  as  aforefaid  ;    and   that  the  Speaker  (hould 
againfir  Spsin.     delivcF  the  fame  to  her  on  pre*(?nting  the  Supply/ 
And,  that  very  Day,  her  Majefty   being  come  lo 
the  Upper  Houfe,  the  Speaker  went  up  with  the 
Bills,  and,  in  his  Speech,  moved  the  Qiieen  Co 
denounce  open  Waragainft  the  Spawjh  King,  who 
had  fo  lately  threatned  Deftrudion  to  her  Majefty 
and  thefe  Realms  by  his  open  and  hoftile  Invafion. 
Then,  after  giving  the  Royal  Ailent  to  the  Bills, 
The  Parliament  being  fixrecn  publick  Ails  and  eight   private.  Sir 
diffolved.  Chnjhpher  Hatton,    Knt.    Lord  Chancellor,    by 

the  Queen's  Command,   diffolved  this  Parliament. 
7'ho'  Mr  Cambden  takes  no  Manner  of  Notice 
of  the  Calling  or  Meeting  of  the  laft  Parliament, 
yet  he  hath  left  us  fome  Account  how  the  Money 
was  laid  our,  which  was  raifed  thereby.     *  Tho', 
fays  he,  the  Queen  always  paid  the  firft  Regard  to 
Peace,  yet  (he  was  not  unconcerned  about  the   ne- 
ceflary    Provifions  for   War  {b).     And,  that  flie 
might  not  be  furprized  by  ihe  Spaniards^  (he  levied 
frefh  P'orces,  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Spring,  both 
The  Qneen's     ^^^  Eughimi  \\\k\  Ireland.     She  fortified  fcveral  Pla- 
great  Expences.  ces  in  the  latter  Kingdom,   zu(\  Milford- Haven  in 
Wales.,  with  new  Ramparts.     Towards  the  Repair 
of  her  Navy,  fhe  appointed  the  annual  Sum  of 
8970  Pounds  Sterling.     She  lerit  very  large  Sums, 
on  Securities,  to  fupport  the  War,  under  the  King 
of  Navarj\  in  Gerwam  ;    as  well   as  for  levying 
Forces  to  be  under  the  Command  of  the  Prince  of 
Anhclt.      Befiies  all    this,    ihe    paid,    every    two 
Months,  to  the  Garrilons  of  the   two  cautionary 
Towns,  Flu/Irrig  and  Brill,  125,000  Ftorins  ;    be- 
fides  20,000  more  for  fuppnrting  a  Body  of  three 
thoulitnd  Horie  and  Koot.  which  feived  in  the  Ne- 
therlands.    Moreover,  flic  furnilhed  out  Ships  of 

War 

(i)  Kcnntt,  Vol.  II.  f.  55^. 
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War  to  feveral  Parts  ;  and  was  at  vaft  Expence  in  ^  _,.  ,  - , 
oppofing  the  Attempts  of  the  Pope  and  the  King  of  ^"""  88-^ 
Spaitii  in  Scotland  ;  and  difcharged  all  the  Arrears 
fhe  owed  her  Subjeds,  beyond  Expedlation.  Info- 
much,  that  many  wondered  whence  fhe  pro- 
cured fo  much  Money,  to  anfwer  all  Emergen- 
cies ;  confidering  (he  ran  not  in  Debt,  as  moft  o- 
ther  Princes  do,  and  was  in  a  Capacity  to  fupport 
herfelf  and  Kingdom  without  any  Foreign  Aflift- 
ance.  A  Thing  that  could  not  be  faid  of  any  of 
the  neighbouring  Princes.' 

In  her  private  Expences,  our  Author  writes, 
fhe  was  provident  and  frugal,  never  fpending  any 
thing,  but  to  keep  up  her  Royal  Character,  the 
Defence  of  the  Kingdom,  and  the  Relief  of  her 
Neighbours.  The  Revenues  of  the  Cuftoms  had 
been  farmed,  for  feme  Years,  at  14,000!.  a  Year  ; 
but,  being  informed  of  the  Fraud,  fhe  firft  raifed 
them  to  42,000,  and  afterwards  to  50,000!.  and 
made  the  Perfon,  who  had  had  fo  i!ood  a  Bargain, 
pay  a  confiderable  Sum  befides.  This  fhe  did,  con- 
trary to  the  Ad\  ice  of  her  three  Prime  Miniflers, 
Leicejler,  Walfingham^  and  Burleigh  ;  who,  with- 
out Doubt,    had  been  no  fmall  Sharers  in   it. 

Our  Biographer  declares,  '  That  his  Queen  ever 
abhorred  all  Ads  of  I^xtortion  and  vigorous  De- 
mands of  Taxes  and  Contributions.' — Wliether 
fhe  or  her  Miniftry  demanded  it,  is  uncertain  ; 
but,  'tis  fure  there  never  was  fo  much  given  in 
any  Reign  before.  He  adds,  * ']  hat  the  Laying  a 
Pcll'T'aXi  which  had  been  propofed  in  t!;^  Reign 
of  Edward.  VI.  fhe  would  never  fuffer  to  be  fo 
much  as  mentioned.  Befides,  the  People  were  al- 
ways cheerful  in  paying  their  Subfidies ;  and,  tho' 
the  Afleflments,  then  in  Ufe,  feemed  to  be  fomc- 
what  moreburdenfome  than  in  former  Times,  yet, 
was  it  managed  with  all  the  Candour  imaginable, 
and  no  rigorous  Exactions  made.  Infomuch,  that 
Taxes  were  then  a  Kind  of  free  Contributions,  and 
always  laid  beneath  the  Eftimation  o.-  the  Govcrn- 
meru-  ;  nay,  the^  Qiieen's  Method  wns  to  refer  it  to 
ucr  P«r".iatnent,  io  to  order  that  the  Rich  might 
Y    •^  beai 
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QneenlJiMbeth.^^^^  the  greater  fharc  of  the  Burden,  and  the  Poor 
•  i59»-3.  be  eafed  ;  which  had  been  done  as  early  sfs  the 
T^'imtoi  Richard  \hc  Second.  But  this  Method 
was  found  to  be  wrong;  for  upon  a  fair  Coniputa- 
tion,  it  appeared,  that  the  Taxes  would  amount 
to  an  inconfiderable  Sum,  (hould  Men  of  fmaller 
Eftates,  by  far  the  greater  Number,  and  fuch  aa 
were  calleid  Pound-Men,  {b)  pay  any  thing  (hort  of 
what  they  ufed  to  do. 

This  Digreflion,  it  is  hoped,  will  not  be  judged 
inconljftent  with  the  Defign  of  thefe  Inquiries  \ 
Jince  we  are  here  told,  in  fome  Meafure,  not 
pnly  how  Taxes,  in  thefe  Days,  were  levied  ;  but 
iikewife  how  they  were  laid  out — But  whether  our 
Picgraphcr's  Syftems  will  agree  with  the  more  au- 
thentic Extradts  from  the  Journals y  muft  be  left  to 
the  Reader's  Judgment. 

We  have  now  a  Gap  of  Time,  of  near  four 

Years,  and  nothing  material  to  fill  it  up  with.    Fct, 

AnnoRegni  35,      jj  ^^g  ^^^  ^j|j  ^j^g  Year  1592-3,  that  we  meet 

At  Wcnminfler.  with  z  Call  of  another  Parliament ;  when,  the  Ne- 
cefllties  of  the  State  again  requiring  a  Supply,  Writs 
of  Summons  were  lent  out  for  one  to  meet,  at 
Wefminjiei\  the  19th  Day  of  pebrucry,  in  the 
35th  Year  of  this  Reign. 

At  which  Time  and  Place  the  Queen  came  to 
the  Houle  of  Lords,  and,  the  Commons  being  cal- 
led up.  Sir  John  Puckering,  Kr.  then  Lord-Keep- 
er of  the  Great  Seal,  declared  the  Caufe  of  the 
TI..  Lord  K«p.  Summons,  to  this  EfFedl  ;  (0 
fr  Pnrk<ririp*s       *  Hc  {hewed,in  the  firft  Place,  ihc  Antiquity,  Na- 
^pccch  ^t  0;en- «  turc,  aiid  Ufe  of  Parliaments.    Then  he  fet  forth 
:.  g  the  scflion.  t  ^  jj^g  principal  Matter,  (which  her  Majefty  did 
'  dtfue  to  have  made  known  and  manifeil  to  all 

*  her  loving  Subjects)  the  great  Malice  of  the  King 

*  of  Spain,  which  he    had  towards  this  Realm  j 

Y  3  «  and 

(h)  Probably  Land-holders  of  Twenty  Shilling!,  pfr  Annum. 

(f)  The  Hcnds  or  Inflriiftions  for  this  Speech,  in  fevcral  Arti- 
cle', were  drawn  up  hv  the  Lord  Trcaftirer  BurgtLy  ;  and  are  pub- 
fiihed  from  his  NfSS.  by  Mr  i>tryfe.     ^r:r.ah,  Vol.  u!t.  N».  LXXX. 
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*  and  this  he  fhewed,  by  fundry  Inftancesj  as  the  ^^^^^^^^-^^^^^ 

*  laft  intended  Invafion,   his  Forces  then  addrefled        159^-3*  ' 
'  out  of  the  Low  Countries  for  that  Purpofe,  to 

'  have  been  conduced  by  the  Duke  of  Parmdy  &c. 
'  And  then  he  proceeded  in  the  reft  of  his  Oration, 
^  to  the  Purpofe  following : 

•  The  high  and  mighty  Ships  that  then  he 

*  prepared  and  fent  for  that  Purpofe,  becaufe 
^  he  found  them  not  fit  for  our  Seas  and  fuch  an 
■  Attempt,  he  is  building  Ships  of  a  lefs  Bulk,  after 

another  Fafhion  ;  lome  like  French  Ships,  lome 
'  like  the  Shipping  of  England  5  and  many  hath 
he  gotten  out  of  the  Low -Countries.  He  is  now, 
for  the  better  Invading  of  England^  Planting 
him  in  Britany,  a  Country  of  more  Facility  to 
offend  us  than  the  Loiu- Countries  ;  there  he 
hath  fortified  himfelf  in  the  moft  Strong -Holds 
of  that  Country. 

*  In  Scotland  he  hath,  of  late,  wrought  ijioft  of 
the  Nobihty  to  conlpire  againft  their  King  ;  to 
give  Landing  to  his  Forces  there  j  and  to  aflift 
him  in  his  Infafion  thither.  A  greater  Part  of 
the  Nobility  in  Scotland  be  combined  in  this 
Confpiracy,  and  they  have  received  great  Sums 
of  Money  for  their  Service  therein.  And  to  af- 
fure  the  King  of  Spain  of  their  Afliftance,  they 
have  figned  and  fent  their  Promiies,  fealed,  to 
the  King. 

'  This  Confpincy  the  Kingof  5^,j/;  was  hardly 
brought  to  believe,  but  that  her  Majefty  adver- 
tifed  him  thereof,  having  entertained  Intelligence 
thereof,  as  Ihe  h.uh  of  all  Things  done  and  in- 
tended in  thofe  Parts.  And  that  tiie  King  might 
better  adv;fe  thereupon,  her  Majefty  hath  fent 
one  of  her  Noblemen  now  into  Scotland:,  and 
the  King  hath  aflur'd  her  Majefty,  with  all  his 
AbiUty  and  Endeavour,  to  prevent  \he  Spaniard, 
whofe  Purpofe  is  on  the  North  Parts  to  alTault  us 
by  Land,  and,  on  the  South  Side,  to  invade  us 
by  Sea  ;  which  is  the  moft  dangerous  Pradife  that 
could  be  devifed  againft  us.  And  now  the  Rage 
of  tbi"^  Enemy  being  fuch,  his  Forces  join'd  with 

'^  other 
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Qu.eenEK^srfjeth.  ^  Other  Princes,  his  Adherents,  greater ;  the  Charge 
1591-3*        of  her  Majefty,  for  Defence  of  her  Realm,  both 
with  Forces  by  Sea,  and   Armies  by  Land  haih 
been  fuch,  as  hath  both  fpent  the  Contribution 
of  her  Subje<rts,  by  Subfidies,  and  what  oiherwife 
they  offered  her;  and  alfo  con  fumed  her  Trea- 
fure  ;    yea,  caufed  her  to  fell  Part  of  her  High- 
nels's  Crown.     And,  it  is  not  to  be  marvelled 
how   all  this  is    confumed,    but   rather   to  be 
thought  how  her  Majefty  could  be  able  to  main- 
tain and  defend  this  he?  Realm,  againft  fo  many 
Realms  con Ipired  againft  us. 
'  Wherefore,  we,  her  Majefty's  Subjeds,  muft, 
with  al!  dutiful  Conlidcraiion,    think  what  is 
fit  for  us  to  do  ;    and,  with  all  Willingnefs, 
yield  Part  of  our  own,  for  the  Defence  of  o- 
thers,  and  Affiftance  of  her  Majefty,  in  fuch  an 
infupportable  Charge.     Were  the  Caufe  between 
Friend  i*id  Friend,  how  much  would  we  do  for 
the  Relief  of  one  another  ?     But  the  Caufe   is 
now  between  our  So.vereign  and  ourfclves :  See- 
ing there  is  fo  much  Difference  in  the   Parties, 
how  much  more  forward  ought  we  to  be  ?    The 
Aid  that  formerly  hath  been  granted   unto  her 
Majefty  in  thefe  like  Cafes,  is  with  fuch  Slack- 
nefs  perform'd,  as  that  the  Third  of  what  hath 
been  granted,  cometh  not  to  her  Majefty.     A 
great  chew,  a  rich  Grant,  and  a  long  Sum,  feem- 
eih  to  be  made,  but  it  is  hard  to  be  gotten,  and 
the  Sum  notgieat  which  is  paid.      Her  Majefty 
thinketh  this  10  be,  for   that  the  wealthier  Sort 
of  Men  turn  this  Charge  upon  the  weaker,  and 
arkl  upon  thofe  of  worft  Ability ;  for  that  one 
ditchargcih  himfelf,  and  the  other  is  not  able  to 
faiisfy  what  he  is  charged  wilhal. 

*  Thefe  Things  ihould  be  reformed  by   fuch   as 

♦  are  Ccmmiflioncrs  m  this  prelent  Service. 

♦  Her  Majtlly  further  hiith  willed  nie  to  fignify 

*  unto  you,  iivat  the  Calling  of  thii  Parliament  now, 
^  is  not  for  the  making  c;f  any  more  new  La\\  & 
^  and  S'aiutts,  for  there  are  already  a  fufficient 
^  ^  umber  both  of  Eccleiiallical  and  Temporal ; 

*  and 
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*  and  fo  many  there  be,  that  rather  than  to  bur-  QueenEiizabeth,' 

*  then  the  Subjedlswith  more,  to  their  Grievance,      «S9*"-3- 

*  it  were  fitting  an  Abridgment  were  made  of  tbofe 
'  there  are  already. 

'  Wherefore  it  is  her  Majefty's  Pleafurc,  that 
'  the  Time  be  not  fpent  therein :  But,  the  princi- 
'  pal  Caufe  of  this  Parliament  is,  that  her  Majefty 

*  might  confult  with  her  Subjeds  for  the  better 
'  withftanding  of  thofe  intended  Invafions,  which 
'  are  now  greater  than  were  ever  heretofore  heard 
'  of.     And  whereas  heretofore  it  hath  been  ufed, 

*  that  many  have  delighted  themfelves  in  longO- 
'  rations,  full  of  Verbofity  and  of  vain  Often- 
'  tations,  more  than  in  fpeaking  Things  of  Sub- 

*  fiance  ;  the  Time  that  is  precious  fhould  not  be 

*  thus  fpent.  The  Seflions  cannot  be  long,  by 
'  reafon  of  the  Spring-Time,  'tis  fit  that  Gentle- 

*  men  fhould  repair  to  their  Countries ;  the  Ju- 

*  flices  of  AfTize  alfo  to  go  to  their  Circuits.  So 
'  the  good  Hours  fhould  not  be  loft  in  idle  Speeches, 
'  but  the  little  Time  we  have  fhould  be  beftowed 

*  wholly  on  fuch  Bifinefles  as  are  needful  to  be 
'  conlidered  of.'  And  then  defir'd  them  to  eled  a 
Speaker. 

Feb.  22.  The  Queen  being  come  again  to  the 
Upper  Houfe,  the  Commons  prefented  the  famous  ^^w- Coke, Eiq^ 
Edward  Coke,   Efq;   Sollicitor-General,   as  their  ^^°'"'"  ^^''''''''* 
Speaker;  who,  being  placed  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe, 
delivered  himfelf  as  follows: 

*  ^  OUR  Majefty's  moft  loving  Subjeds,  the HisSpeach to tb 

*  X       Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgefles,  of  the  Queen  therc- 

*  Houfe  of  Commons,  have  nominated  me,   your"P°"' 

*  Grace's  poor  Servant  and    Subjeft,  to  be  their 

*  Speaker.     Tho'  their  Nomination  hath  hitherto 

*  proceeded,  that  they  prefent  me  to  fpeak  before 

*  your  Majefty:     Yet  this  their  Nomination  is, 

*  only  as  yet,  a  Nomination  and  no  Eledion,  un- 

*  til  your  Majefty  giveth  Allowance  and   Appro- 

*  banon.     For,  as  in  the  Heavens,  a  Star  is  but  opa- 

*  cum  Corpus^  until  it  have  received  Light  from  the 
^  $un ;   fo  ftand  I  Corpm  opacuniy  a  mute  Body, 

'  until 
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(^nEliMbeth.*  "r^^'l   your  Highnefs's   bright-lhining   Wifdom 

»S9*-3»      *  hath  looked  upon  me,  and  allowed  me.     How 

'  great  a  Charge  this  is,  to  be  the  Mouth  of  fuch  a 

*  Body  as  your  whole  Commons  reprefent,  to  ut- 

*  ter  what  is  fpoken,   Grandia  Regniy  my  fmall 

*  Experience,  being  a  poor  Profelfor  of  the  Law, 

*  can  tell.  But,  how  unable  I  am  to  do  this  Of- 
'  fice,  my  prefent  Speech  doth  tell,  that,  of  a 
'  Number  in  this  Houfe,  1  am  moft  unfit.  For, 
'  amongft  them  are  many  grave,  many  learned, 

*  many  deep  wife  Men,  and  thofe  of  npe  Judg- 
'  ments:  But  I  am  untimely  Fruit,  not  yet  ripe, 
'  but  a  Bud  fcarcely  bloflomed.     So,  as  I  fear  me, 

*  your  Majefty  will  fay,  NegUfld  frugi  eliguntur 
'•folia:    Amongft  fo  many   fair   Fruit  ye  have 

*  plucked  a  (baking  Leaf. 

*  If  I  may  be  fo  bold  as  to  remember  a  Speech, 

*  Cwhich  I  cannot  forget)  ufed  the  laft  Parliament, 
'  in  your  Majefty's  own    Mouth,    Many  come 

*  hither  ad  confulendum  qui  nefciunt  quid  fit  confu- 
'  lendum  ;    a  juft  Reprehenfion  to   many  as  to 

*  myfdf  alfo,  an  untimely  Fruit,    my  Years  and 

*  Judgment  ill  befitting  the  Gravity  of  this  Place. 

*  But,  howfoever,  I  know  myfelf  the  meaneft,  and 

*  inferior  unto  all  that  ever  were  before  me  in  this 

*  Place;  yet,  in  Faithfulnefs  of  Service,  and  Duti- 

*  fulnefs  of  Love,  I   think  not  myfelf  inferior  to 

*  any  that  ever  were  before  me.  And,  amidft  my 
*■  many  Imperfedions,  yet  this  is  my  Comfort ; 
^  I  never  knew  any  in  this  Place,  but  if  your  Ma- 

*  jefty  gave  them  Favour,   God,  who  called  them 

*  to  the  Place,  gave  them  alfo  the  Bleffing  to  dif- 
'  charge  it.' 

The  Lord  Keeper  having  received  Inftrudlions 
from  the  Queen,  anfwered  him  : 

Mr  Sollicitor^ 


*  Tjr  E  R  Grace's  Moft  Excellent  Majefty  hath 

'  Ihe  hath  ever  well  conceived  of   you  fincc  fhe 

*  firft  heard  of  you,  which  will  appear,   when  her 

*  Highnefs  eled^ted  you  from  others  to  ferve  herfelf, 

^  <  Rur 
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^  But,  by  this  your  modeft,  wife,  and  well-corn-  Queen  Elizabeth 

*  pofed  Speech,  you  give  her  Majelly  further  Oc-       X591-3. 
'  cation  to  conceive  of  you,  above  that  which  ever 

*  fhe  thought  was  in  you  5  by  endeavouring  to  de- 

*  je6t  and  abafe  yourfelf  and  your  Defert,  you  have 

*  difcovered  and  made  known  your  Worthinefs 
'  and  Sufficiency  to  difcharge  the  Place  you  are 

*  called  to.     And,  whereas   you  account  yourfelf 

*  Corpus  opacum,   her  Majefty,  by  the  Influence 

*  of  her  Virtue  and  Wifdom,  doth  enlighten  you  ; 

*  and  not  only  alloweth  and  approveth  you,  but 
'  much  thanketh  the  lower  Houfe,  and  commen- 

*  deth  their  Difcretion  in  making  fo  good  a  Choice, 
'  and  eledling  fo  fit  a  Man.     Wherefore  now, 

*  Mr  Speaker,  proceed  in  your  Office,  and  go 
.*  forward,  to  your  Commendation,  as  you  have 
^  begun.' 

The  Lord  Keeper's  Speech  being  ended,  the 
Speaker  began  a  new  Speech. 

*  /^Onfidering  the  great  and  wonderful  Blef- 

*  \^     fings,  befides  the  long  Peace  we  have  en- ^'^'^.^P"^"'* 

*  joy'd  under  your  Grace's   moll  happy  and  vie-    ^^^* 

*  torious  Reign,  and  remembring  with  what  Wif- 
'  dom  and  Jufticeyour  Grace  hath  reigned  over 

*  us,  we  have  Caufe  daily  to  praife  God  that  e- 
'  ver  you  were  given  us ;  and  the  Hazard   that 

*  your  Majefty  hath  adventured,  and  the  Charge 

*  that  you  have  born  for  us  and  our  Safety,  ought 

*  to  make  us  ready  to  lay  down  ourfelves  and  all 
'  our  Living,  at  your  Feet,  to  do  you  Service. 

*  After  this  he  related  the  great  Attempts  of  her 

*  Majefly's  Enemies  againftus,  efpecially  the  Pope, 

*  and  the  King  of  Spain,  who  adhered  unto  him. 
'  How  wonderfully  we  were  deliver'd  in  Eighty- 

*  Eight,  and  what  a  Favour  God  therein  manifeft- 

*  unto  her  Majefty. 

'  His  Speech,  after  this,  tended  wholly  to  fliew, 

*  out  of  the  Hiftory  of  England  and  the  old  State, 

*  how  the  Kings  of  England.,  ever  fince  Henry  the 

*  Third's  Time,  have  maintained  thcmfelves  to  be 
\  the  Supreme  Head  over  all  Caufes  within  their 

'own 
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Queen  Elizabeth,  *  own  Dominions.    And  then  reciting  the  Laws 

'S9*-3-   •   «  that  every  one  made  in  his  Time,  for  maintaining 

*.  their  own  Supremacy,  and  excluding  the  Pope^  he 

*  drew  down  this  Proof  by  a  Statute  of  every  King 

*  fince  Henry  the  Third  to  Edward  the  Sixth. 

'  This  ended,  he  came  to  fpeak  of  Laws,  that 

*  they  were  fo  great,  and  fo  many  already,  that  they 

*  were  fit  to  be  termed  Ekphofitina Leges.  There- 

*  fore  to  make  more  Laws  it  might  feem  fuperflu- 
'  oiis.  And  to  him  that  might  ask,  ^id  caufa  ut 
'  trefcant  tot  rnagna volttm'ina  Legis ?  It  may  be  an- 
'  fwered.  In  pr(mptu  caufa  ejly  crefcit  in  orbe  ma- 

*  lum. 

,    *  The  Malice  of  our  Arch-Eneny,  the  Devil, 

*  though  it  were  always  great,  yet  never  greater 
'  than  now  ;  and  that  Dolus  et  Malum  being  crept 

*  in  fo  faramongft  Men,  it  wasrequifite  that  (harp 
'  Ordinances  (hould  be  provided  to  prevent  them, 
^  and  all  Care  be  ufed  for  her  Majefty's   Piefer- 

*  vation. 

*  Now  am  I  to  make  unto  your  Majesty  three 
'  Petitions,  in  the  Name  of  the  Commons  j  firft, 

*  That  Liberty  of  Speech,  and  Freedom  from  Ar- 

*  refts,  according  to  the  antient  Cuftom  ol  Par- 

*  liament,  be  granted  to  your  Subje^s  j  Secondly, 
'  That  we  may  have  Accefs  unto  your  Royal  Per- 
'  fon,  to  prefent  thofe  Things  that  fliall  be  conJlder- 

*  ed  amongft  us  ;  Laftly,  That  your  Majefty  will 

*  give  your   Royal  Affent  to    the  Things  that 

*  are  agreed  upon.     And,  for  mylclf,  I   humbly 

*  befeech  your  Majefty,  if  any  Speech  (hall  fall 
'  from  mcj  or  behaviour  found  in  me,  not  decent 

*  and  fit,  it  may  not  be  imputed  Blame  upon  the 

*  Houle,  but  laid  upon  me,  and  pardoned  in  me.' 

TheL.  Krepei'j     *   To  this  S[>eech,  the  Lord-Keeper,  having  re- 
farther  Aiiiv.er.ccived  new  Inftruftions  from  the  Qiicen,  made  his 
Reply.     '  In  which  he  firft  cc^m mended  the  Speaker 

*  greativ  for  it;  and  then  he  added  (ome  Examples 

*  of  Hiftory  for  the  King's  Supremacy  in  Hen.  z. 

*  and  other  Kings  before  the  Coiiqucft.     As  to  the 

*  Deliverance  we  received  from  our  Enemies,  and 

*  the 
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*  the  Peace  we  enjoyed,  the  Queen  would  have  the  Queen  Elizabeth. 
'  Praife  of  all  thofe  attributed  to  God  only.  i^^-S* 

'  And,  touching  the  Commendations  given  to 
'  herfelf,{hefaid,  '  Well  might  we  have  a  wifer 
"  Prince,  but  never  fhould  they  have  one  that 
*'  more  regarded  them,  and  in  Juftice  would  carry 
"  an  evener  Stroke,  without  Exception  of  Perfons; 
'*  fuch  a  Prince  fhe  wifh'd  they  might  always 
*'  have.' 

'  To  your  three  Demands  the  Queen  anfwer-  v 

'  eth  ;  Liberty  of   Speech  is  granted  you  ;    but 

*  how  far  this  is  to  be  thought  on,   there  be  two 

*  Things  of  moft  Neceflity,  and  thofe  two  do 
'  moft  Harm,  which  are  Wit  and  Speech  :  The 
'  one  exercifed  in  Invention,  and  the  other  in  ut- 
'  tering  Things  invented.  Privilege  of  Speech  is 
'  granted,  but  you  muft  know  what  Privilege  you 

*  have  ;  not  to  fpeak  every  one  what  he  lifteth, 
'  or  what  cometh  in  his  Brain  to  utter  that  ;  but 
'  your  Privilege  is,  Jye  or  No.  "Wherefore, 
'  Mr  Speaker,  her  Majefty's  Pleafure  is,  That  if 
'  you  perceive  any  idle  Heads,  which  will  not  ftick 

*  to  hazard  their  own  Eftates ;  which  will  meddle 
'  with  reforming  the  Church,  and  transforming 

*  the  Commonwealth;  and  do  exhibit  any  Bills  to 
'  fuch  Purpofe,  that  you  receive  them  not,  until 
'  they  be  viewed  and  confidered  by  thofe,  who  it  is 

*  fitter  fhould  confidcr  of  fuch  Things,  and  can 

*  better  judge  of  them. 

'  To  your  Perfons  all  Privileges  is  granted,  with 

*  this  Caveat,  that  under  Colour  of  this  Privilege, 
'  no  Man's  Ill-Doings,  or  not  performing  of  Duties, 
'  be  covered  and  protected. 

*•  The  laft ;  Free  Accefs  is  granted  to  her  Ma- 

*  jefty's  Perfon,  lb  that  it  be  upon  urgent  and 
*-  weighty  Caufcs,  and  at  limes  convenient ;  and 
'  when  herMajefty  mr.y  be  at  Leifuie  from  other 

*  important  Caufes  of  the  Realm.' 

The  firft  Bill  we  find  brought  into  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  of  any  Note,  was  for  the  Retraining  of  ^i'  ^^^"i'^  ^°^ 
opijf}  Keciijants  to  fomc  certain  Places  o\  Abode. 

The 
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«u«»EiUab«h  ^^^  ^''^  ^^  ^^^  introduced,  under  a  different 
"s9i-^J'  *  '^  '^^^'  ^''^*  -^  -^-^/^^  '^^  rejiraining  and punijh- 
ing  of  v<]graiit  and  feditious  Per  Jam  ;  who^  under 
the  feigned  Pretence  of  Confcience  and  Religion^  cor- 
rupt andfeduce  the  ^een's  Subjeiis.  Under  the 
firft  Tiile  it  palled  into  a  Law  and  was,  no  Doubt,- 
calculated  to  keep  up  Fears  againft  Popery  j  for 
no  Parliament  in  this  Reign  palled  without  an  Adt 
to  that  Purpofe.  By  this  Adt  they  were  confined 
within  five  Miles  of  their refpedtive  Dwellings,  on 
Forfeiture  of  all  their  Goods,  Chatels,  and  Lands, 
during  Life. 

But  another  Religious  Scdt,  called  Puritans, 
they  had  much  Occafion  at  this  Time  to  guard  a- 
gainft,  whofe  Principles  were  utterly  againft  both 

?rium/^°*  the  Eftablifhed  Church  and  Monarchy.    The  Le- 
Miunsi  giflaiure  took  particular  Notice  of  ihefe,  alio,  in 

reviving  a  former  k&.for  keeping  the  ^eeji'i  Ma- 
jejh'i  Subfet^s  in  their  due  Obedience. 

In  the  Preamble  to  this  /\d\,  which  ftands  the 
firft  in  our  Statute  Books  for  this  Year,  it  is  de- 
clared to  be  made/or  the  preventing  and  avoiding 
ofjuch  great  Inconveniences  and  Perils,  as  might  hap- 
pen andgrjw  by  the  wicked  and  dangerous  Ptaai' 
ces  of  feditious  Se^laries^  and  dipyal  Perjons.  The 
Adt  itlclf  ran,  *  That  if  any  Perfon,  above  the 
*■  Ageoffixteen  Years,  fhall  refute  to  repair  to 
'  fome  Church,  or  forbear  to  do  the  fame  for  ihQ 

*  Space  of  a  Month (hall  be  committed  to  Pri- 

'  fon  there  to  remain,  wiihcur  Bail  or  Main-  Prize, 
'  'till  they  (hall  conform — ^aiid  make  fuch  open 
'  Submiflionand  Declaration  oi  their  Conformity 

*  as  the  h(X  appoints.'  'JMie  Offenders  againft 
this  Statute,  who  reiufej  to  m:ike  this  Submiffion, 
were  to  abjure  the  Realm,  and  not  to  return  with- 
out her  Majefty's  Licence,  under  the  Penalty  of 
fufferitig  as  Felons  v.i;hour  Benefit  of  the  Cltrgy. 

There  was  great  Reafon  for  paffmg  this  L:iw 
againft  the  Puritans  at  thb  Time ;  they  were  grown 
fo  bold  and  licentious  as  to  libel  and  drfame  both 
Church  and  State  in  a  very  open  Manner.  One 
Hacket^  and  forae  other  Enihufiafts,   bred  great 


0/    E  N  G  L  A  N  D.       351 

Difturbances  ;  for  which,  this  Man,  with  -5,7rr<?K;»  Queen  Elizabeth, 
Greemvoody  and  Studley,  were  tried,  convicted  of      i592i-3« 
Higli  Treafon,  and  executed  this  very  Yeaiv    As 
was  one  Penry,  for  writing  a  Book  called,  martin 
Mar-Prelatey  the  Year  after ;  as  John  Stoive,  the 
faithful  Chronicler  of  thefe  Times,  relates. 

The  Annotator  on  Rapin  tells  us,  that  this 
A6t  met  with  great  Oppofition  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  refers  us  to  D'Ewes's  Journa/s  for 
the  Speeches  on  both  Sides  the  Queftion.  But  we 
cannot  find  any  fuch  great  Oppoiition  in  that  Jour- 
nali/i's  Account  of  it.  On  February  28th,  the 
Bill  for  reducing  of  difloyal  Subjeds  to  their  due 
Obedience,  was  read  a  fecond  Time.  It  was  level- 
led, at  firjl^  only  againft  the  Papijii :  But,  after  Debate  thereon, 
fome  Arguments,  amongft  which,  one  Member 
asked.  Whether  thofe  that  came  not  to  Church,  by 
reafon  of  the  Miflike  they  had  to  Church-Govern- 
ment, were  to  be  in  the  fame  Cafe  with  a  Popifh 
Recufant  ?  The  Matter  was  committed  to  a  very 
confiderable  Number  of  the  Houfe,  for  further 
Confideration.  On  the  i  zth  of  March^  the  faid 
Committee  brought  in  the  Bill  as  before  ;  and  alfo 
a  new  one  framed,  on  a  more  moderate  Syftem, 
which  was  read  a  firft;  Time,  and  the  old  one 
drop'd.  The  Particulars  of  both  Bills  are  given 
in  feveral  Articles,  by  the  Joumalijl.  The  next 
Day,  this  Bill  was  read  agam,  and  then  occafioned 
a  farther  Debate  ;  Mr.  Sandys  faid,  that  he 
;hought  the  Bill  ought  to  pafs,as  it  was  Hrll  meant, 
againft  All  Recufants,  and  not  rellrained  to  Popifh 
Recufantsonly.  And,  that,  under  this  Bill,  all 
Broiunijis,  Barrozvijh,  <^c.  ought  to  be  included. 
Another  Member  was  for  the  Reftridtion  to  Pap'ijis 
alone  ;  and  the  Speaker  faid,  That  as  the  Title  of 
the  Bill,  and  tne  Preamble,  ran  only  agamft  fuch  as 
are  Enemies  to  the  State,  and  Adherents  to  the 
Pope,  other  Recufants  than  Popifh  could  not  be 
compriled  in  it ;  lince  another  Bill  might  be  framed 
againft  thofe  Perfons,  ai;d  thefc  not  included  in  it. 
Mr  Dalton  argued,  that  the  Sedtanei  ought  to  be 
comprifed  in  this  Bill,  as  well  as  Papilts  j    that  the 

Pre- 
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<^cen  Elizabeth.  Preamble  might  be  altered,  and  be  to  reprefs  all  dif- 
'S^a-a-  loyal  Subjefts,  and  force  them  to  a  more  due  Obe- 
djei-^e :  Or,  it  might  be  wholly  left  out,  and  go 
direaly  to  the  A6t  iifelf ;  for,  he  cited  leveral  Bill^ 
overthrown  by  too  many  fuperfluous  Words  in 
the  Preamble.  Dr  Lewin  made  a  long  Speech  a- 
gainft  the  Biownijis  and  Barrowi/is ;  and  conclu- 
ded, that  they  ought  to  be  provided  againft  as  wel  1 
as  Papyh  :  But,  whether  in  this  or  another  Bill,  he 
left  it  to  the  Wifdom  of  the  Houfe.  After  all 
which,  the  faid  Bill  was  re-committed  to  the  former 
Committee  appointed  on  the  fecond  Reading  of  if  ; 
and  a  new  Bin  framed  againft  difloyal  Subjeds,  ^c. 
both  which  pafled  the  Houfe,  without  any  more  re- 
markable Oppofition. 

But,  we  cannot  uvoid  taking  Notice  here,  what 
Sentiments  M.r  Rapinhnh  left  us  concerning  the 
Severity  of  this  Law.     It  hath  been  more  than  once 
taken  Notice  ofj  in  the  Courfe  of  thefe  Enquiries, 
how  ftrangely  negligent,  that  celebrated  Writer  of 
Englijh  Hiftory  harh  been,  in  giving  the  Proceedings 
of  ^>/^///Z>  Parliaments.     And,  in  the  Courfe  of 
this  very  Reign,   we  fhould  fcarce  know,  by   his 
Performance,  there  was  any  called,  were  it  not  that 
his  Tranilator,   Mr  Tindal.,  hath  drawn  a  (hort 
Account  of  them  into  his  Notes.     But  now,  the 
laft-mentioned  Ad:  of  Parliament,  againft  Puritans, 
fires  his  Refentment.     The  Hardfliips  the  Difl'en- 
ters  of  £''?^/<?WfufFered,  by  this  Aft,  are  painted  in 
very  ftrong  Colours ;  and  the  Profecution  of  thcrn 
laid  on  the  Englijli  Epifcopal  Clergy.     Nay,  this 
Protejlant  Queen,  herfelf,  for  this  and  other  Seve- 
rities againft  the  Puritans,  is  treated,  by  this  Hif- 
torian,  in  a  very  coarfe  Manner,   throughout  the 
whole  Series  of  her  Reign.     We  are  perfuaded  wc 
cannot  do  this  Author  more  Juftice  than  to  ttan- 
fcribe  his  whole  Paragraph  ;  and  leave  any  further 
Judgment  of  it  to  the  Impartiality  of  our  Readers. 
*  The  Parliament  meeting  in  February^    i593» 
pafled  an  Aft,  which  troubled  not  only  the  Catho- 
licks,  but  even  Proteftants  who  differed  in  certain 
Points  from  the  Church  of  Erzh.Kd,  and  were  cal- 
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ed  Puritans,  By  this  Aft,  thofe  who  negle^ed  Queen HkabeSh* 
tg  be  prefenr  at  Divine  Service,  eftablifhed  by  Lav?,  592--^. 
were  liable  to  certain  Penalties ;  and  fo,  not  only 
was  it  no  longer  permitted  to  be  a  Roman- Catho- 
lick  with  Impunity,  but  even  a  Proteftant  with- 
out conforming  lo  the  Church  of  England.  Thus  Mr.  Rapin'sRc- 
in  fome  Meafure  were  renewed  the  Daysof/:^^«- markson  the  Bill 
ry  VIII.  when  it  was  unlawful  to  fwerve  ever  fo  g'^^  P""i3«sy 
litile  from  the  Religion  of  the  Sovereign  ;  with 
this  Difference,  that  under  Elizabeth  the  Penalty 
was  not  Death,  as  in  the  Reign  of  her  Father. 
Neverthelefs  there  was  in  this  lafl  Aft  fome- 
thing  more  hard  than  in  thofe  of  Henry  VIII. 
That  Prince,  abfolute  as  he  was,  contented  him- 
felf  with  punifhing  fuch  as,  by  fome  Overt-A6l, 
oppofed  the  eftablifhed  Religion  ;  but  by  this  new 
Statute,  the  Subjeds  were  obliged  cpenly  to  pro- 
fefs  the  Religion  of  the  Church  of  England.  EU^ 
zabeth,  exafperated^  againft  the  Caiholicks,  who 
had  made  frequent  Attempts  upon  her  Crown  and 
even  her  Life,  would  have  been  very  glad  to  have 
cleared  the  Kingdom  of  them.  On  the  other 
Hand,  fhe  could  not  endure  the  Puritans,  looking 
upon  them  as  obftinate  People,  who  for  very  frivo- 
lous Caufesbreda  Schifm  in  theProtcftant  Church. 
Whilft  (he  was  in  Danger  from  the  Queen  of  Scots, 
France^  and  Spain  ;  in  a  Word,  whilft  her  Af- 
fairs remained  in  a  Sort  of  Uncertainty,  (he  left  the 
Puritans  unmolefted,  for  fear  of  uniting  them  iri 
the  fame  Intereft  with  the  Catholicks.  But  no 
fooner  was  (lie  firmly  eftabliflied,  but  fhe  hearken- 
ed to  the  Suggeftions  of  the  Clergy,  who  reprefen- 
ted  the  Puritans  as  feditious  Perlons,  w'ho  rebelled 
againft  the  Laws,  and  by  their  Difobedience  (hook 
the  Foundations  of  the  Government.  This  is  not 
the  only  Time,  nor  is  England  the  only  State, 
where  Difobedience  in  I'oi!;t  of  Religion  has  been 
confounded  with  Rebellion  againft  the  Sovereign. 
There  isfcarce  a  Chriftian  State,  where  the  Pre- 
vailing Sedt  will  fuffer  the  leaft  Divifion,  or  the 
leaft  Swerving  from  the  eftablifhed  Opinions  ;  no, 
not  even  in  private:  Shall  I  venture  to  fay  it  ? 
Vol.  IV,  Z  '  *Tis 
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«u«rtEii"b«th.*Tis  the  Clergy  chiefly  who  fupport  this  ftrange 
1592-3.  Piinciple  of  Non-Toleration,  fo  little  agreeable  to 
Chriftian  Charity.  The  Severity  which  from  this 
Time  began  to  be  exercifed  in  England  upon  the 
Non-Conformifts,  produced  terrible  EfFedts  in  the 
following  Reigns,  and  occafioned  Troubles  and 
Fadlions,  which  remain  to  this  Day,  and  of  which 
perhaps  there  will  be  no  Ertd  thefe  many  Years.* 

But,  to  proceed,  on  much  better  Authority, 

The  Houfe  of  The  Lords  Joar/zj/j  tell  US,  that  Af^j/V/?' 1 1th,  this 
Lords  make  a  ggfi^on,  on  a  Motion  of  the  Bifhop  of  IVoTuJier ; 
thT^Rciie""  of  ^'^^  Lotds  condefcendcd  to  a  Contribution,  for  the 
maim'd  Soldiers,  Relief  of  fuch  poot  Soldiers,  as  went  begging  about 
'^'  the  Streets  of  London^  after  this  Rate.     That  eve- 

ry Earl  fhould  give  40s.  every  Bifhop  30  s.  every 
Baron  20  s.  and  appointed  the  faid  Bifhop  oiJVor- 
cefter  and  the  Ix>rd  Norris^  Collcdors ;  and  the 
Earl  of  EJ/ex  znd  the  Lord  JVillsughby^  Diftributors 
thereof.  Thefe  laft  Lords  had  been  Generals  a- 
broad,  and  therefore  propereft  to  disburfe  this  Cha- 
rity. But  the  Matter  did  not  reft  here  ;  for,  on 
the  9th  day  oi  Aprils,  another  Entry  is  made,  That, 
'  Whereas  the  Lords  of  Parliament,    both  Spi- 

*  ritual  and  Temporal,  afTembled,  in  the  Parlia- 

*  ment-Chamber,  at  TVe/lminJier,  have  all    with 

*  uniform  Confent,  in  their  own  Names,  and  the 
Th  r  0  d  '  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  Lords  abfcnt,  ordered.  That  there 
thereupon.        *  fhould  bc  E  charitable  Relief  and   Contribution 

*  made  towards  the  Aid  and  Help  of  a  Number  of 
'  Soldiers,  that  are  feen,  in  the  Time  of  this  Par- 

*  liament,  mahned  and  fore  hurt,  in  the  Wars  of 

*  France^  the  Lozo-Coufi tries,  and  over  the  Seas  for 

*  the  Service  of  the  Qj^ieen's  Majefty   and    this 

*  Realm.    And  for  that  Purpofe  have  allotted,  that 

*  every  Archbifhop,  Marquis,  Earl,  and  Vifcount, 

*  fhould  pay  towards  this  Contribution  the  Sum  of 

*  forty  Shillings,  every  Bifhop  thirty, and  every  Ba- 

*  ron  twenty  Shillings;  for  collecting  whereof  ihero 
'  hath  been  appointed  the  Queen's  Majefty's  Alm- 

*  er,  the   Bifhop  of  IForceJlery  for  the  Billiops, 

*  and  the  Lord  ]\/orris  for  the  Lords  Temporal, 

*  which  hath  been  diligently  done  and  received  of 

'all 
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all  thofe   Lords  who  have  attended  their  great Q^"nE''zabeth» 
Charge   in  Parliament.     And,  confidering  the       'S9^'3' 
Number  of  the  Soldiers,  being  many  to  be  reliev- 
ed,  notwiihilanding  the  Knights,    Citizens  and 
Burgefles  of  the  Lower  Houfe,  have  yielded  very 
good  and  large  Contribution,  according  to  their 
Degrees  j  yet,  for  the  better  Relief  of  the  faid 
maimed  Soldiers,  it  is  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal,  that  have  given  their  chargeable  At- 
tendance, and   alfo  charitably  and   honourably 
yielded  to  this  Contribution,  thought  meet,  and 
foic  is  ordered  and  decreed  by  them,  with  com- 
mon and  full  Aficnt;  That  all  the  Lords  of  Par- 
liament, who  have  been  altogether  abient  in  this 
SelTjon,  and  that  fhall  not  have  contributed  to  this 
Charity  before  the  End  of  this  Seflion,   Ihall  be 
required,  by  Letters  fent  to  them,  by  the  Lords 
their  Proxies  in  their  Abfence,  or  from  the  Lord- 
Keeper  of  the  great  Seal,  requiring  and  charging  ^ 
them,  to  make  Payment,  according  to  their  De- 
grees and  Vocation,  the  Double  of  the  Sums  of 
Money  paid  by  the  Lords  that  have  been  herepre- 
fent,  and  continued  their  Attendance  ;  that  is  to 
fay.  Every  ab fent  Eari,   with  the  Archbifhop  of 
Tork^  four  Pounds;  every   abient  Bifbop  three 
Pounds;  and  every  Baron  forty  Shillings.     Like- 
wife,  fuch  Lords  as   have    attended  fometimes, 
tho'  feldom,  (hall,  according  to  their  Degrees,  pay 
a  third  Part  more  than  the  Lords  that  are  conftant 
here.     All  fuch  Sums  of  Money  fhall  be  deliver- 
ed to  the  Lord  Keeper,  and  afterwards  diftribu- 
ted,  by  fuch  Lords  as  arechofen  for  that  Purpofe, 
to    the   maim.ed    Soldiers   that  ftand  the   moft 
in  need  thereof*     And,  as  the  Commons,  in  this 
prefent  Parliament,  have  rated  theirabfent  Mem- 
bers double,  fo  we  think  this  Order  very  juil  ;• 
confidering  the  abfcnt  Lords  and  others  who  have 
been   at   no  Charge  to  come  up  and  give  their 
Attendance^  may,    very  reafonably,  and    with 
great  Saving  of  their  Charge,  contribute  to  this 
Order.     And,  if  any  Lord,  Spiritual  or  Tem- 
poral, fliall  refufe  or  forbear  to  do  this,  Cwhieh  it 
Z  2                          *  is 
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QiicfcnElirabeth. '  '*  hoped  in  HoDOur  lione  Will  do^  there  ihall  be 
1592-3.       *  ordinary  Means  ufed  to  levy  the  fame.' 

This  charitable  Order  of  the  Houfe  is  extracted 
at  Length,  to  (hew  the  good  Difpofition  of  this 
Parliament  in  relieving,  out  of  thtir  own  Pockets, 
the  Ncceflities  of  their  brave  Countrymen.  But 
this  was  not  all ;  they  relblved  to  make  the  reft 
of  ihe  Kingdom  contribute  to  the  fame,  by  bring- 
An  Aa  fci  their  iig  in  a  Bill  for  the  Relief  of  Soldiers  and  Mari- 
Kciief.  ners  ;    by  which  Act  every  Parifh  was  charged' 

with  a  Sum,  weekly,  for  the  Relief  of  fick,  hurt 
and  maimed  Soldiers  and  Seamen.  Which  AO.  is 
the  firft  of  its  Kind  for  this  charitable  and  necefl'ary 
Purpofe,  though  feveral  more  fucceeded  it  in  this 
Reign  ;  and,  in  later  Days,  two  Royal  Hofpitals  ' 
have  been  built,  for  the  fame  Ufe,  which  are 
now,  certainly,  the  brighteft  Ornaments  of  Great 
Britain.  i 

The  Annalift,  Mr  Sfrype,  hath  reftored  to  us  a  " 
famous  Speech  of  the  Lord  Trcafurer  Burleigh's^ 
made  fome  Day  thisSeffion  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
but  when  is  not  mentioned.  It  m;iy  therefore  be 
fuppos'd  to  be  fpoke  before  the  Subiidy  Bill  came 
up  from  the  Commons,  in  order  to  acquaint  the 
Lords  with  the  State  of  the  Nation  at  that  Time, 
and  prepare  them  for  furthering  the  Supply.  Our 
Author  fays  he  copied  it  from  a  Manufcript  of  the 
Lord  ircafurer's  own  Hand- Writing;  nor  nuill 
this  Speech,  nor  the  Schedule  of  the  Queen's  extra- 
ordinary Charges  on  account  of  the  War,  annexed 
to  it,  want  a  Place  in  this  Hiltory. 

T.^r<t  Burleigh's  *  f  W  ^  O  make  a  Declaration  of  the  firft  Caufc, 
SjffchforaSnp-  t  J  ^nd  original  Beginning,  whereby  her 
^'''  '  Majefty  was  provoked  to  arm  her  Realms  with 

*  Forces,  were  a  Labour  loll,  in  this  Place  '•  Where 

*  in  former  Times  the  fame  hath  been   often  de- 

*  clared  ;  and  wherein  a  great  Number  of  the  No- 

*  bility  here  prelent  have  heard  many  Circumftan- 

*  ces   thereof,   at    the  Proceedings   with  the  late 

*  Queen  of  Scotu     For  whom,  and  by  whom,  the 

*  Qi^iarrels  were  tirft  made  againfl.  the  Qviccn's  Ma- 

*  jelly' I 
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jefly's  Perfon,  againft  the  Religion  and  Quietnefs  QueenEUzabech. 
of  the  Realm.  *59»-3. 

'  And  therefore,  leaving  the  Repetition  of  that 
Caufe,  by  which  her  Majefty  was  detained  in  a 
Kind  of  War,  to  withftand  both  the  Kings  of 
France  and  Spaiti^  who  intermeddJed  in  the  Cafe 
of  the  Queen  of  5«/j  againft  her  Majefty;  yet 
there  hath  followed  continually  fuch  a  deadly  Ma- 
lice from  the  King  of  Spain,  the  Bifhop  of  RomCy 
and  their  Confederates,  as  unto  this  Day,  wherein 
no  Intermlflion  hath  been  of  Attempts  againft 
her  Majefty  and  the  Realm  ;  altho'  at  fomeTime 
more  vehement  than  at  fome  others ;  as  appeared 
in  the  Year  88,  by  his  open  Armies  both  by 
Sea  and  Land  ;  being  of  greater  Force  than  ever 
was  known  to  be  made  by  his  Father  the  Emperor 
Charles^  or  by  himfelf,  or  by  any  Chriftian  Prince 
within  the  Memory  of  Man. 
*  But  minding  to  overpafs  all  the  Attempts  afore 
that  huge  Enterprize,  that  was  fruftrate  by  God's 
fpecial  Goodnefs  beyond  the  Expedtation  of  the 
World  :  And  confidering  there  hath  been  no  Af- 
fembly  of  Parliament  iince  that  Time,  wherein  her 
Majefty  might  publickly  declare  to  the  States  of 
her  Realm  the  Continuance  of  the  former  At- 
tempts, but  the  Increafe  of  more  Dangers  than 
were  feen  in  any  Time  before.  Therefore,  as 
was  delivered  by  the  Lord-Keeper  of  the  Great 
Seal,  her  Majefty  hath  fummarily  imparted  the 
fame  to  this  Aflembly,  referring  the  Confidera- 
tion  thereof  to  the  whole  three  Eftates,  whereof 
two  are  in  this  Place  ;  how  the  fame  Danger 
may  be  withftood,  and  by  what  Provifion  her 
Majefty  and  Realm  may  be  preferved  in  domeftic 
Peace,  as  yet  it  is,  as  in  a  Center  of  Happinefs, 
v/here  the  Circumference  is  in  open  Calamity. 
'  And,  becaufe  it  is  all  our  Parts  and  Duties,  firft 
to  God,  and  to  our  Sovereign  Head,  and  our  na- 
tive Country,  to  apply  all  our  Endeavour,  being 
e\'erv  one  of  us  called  to  this  Place,  by  fpeci:-! 
Conunandment,  in  expi'els  Words,  upon  Con- 
fiJf^ra^ioi:  of  the  Hurdr-cfs  oftbs  Rulmels,  and  the 
Z   ;  «  Peri!:. 
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Perrts  imminent,  to  treat  with  her  Majefty,  and 
with  the  Prelates  and  Great  Men  of  the  Realm, 
and  to  give  our  Counfels,  fo  as  it  is  convenient  for 
us  all ;  firft  toconfider  the  Perils,  and  then  to  give 
Counfel. 

*  Therefore  in  difcharging  of  my  Duty,  with 
your  Patience  in  fufFering  an  old  Man,  befide 
his  Years,  decayed  in  his  Spirits  with  Sicknefs, 
to  declare  fome  Part  of  his  Knowledge  of  the 
Dangers  and  Perils  imminent ;  But  for  Advice 
and  Counfel  how  to  withftand  the  fame,  I  (hall 
be  ccnftrained,  for  Laclc  of  fufticient  Underftan- 
ding  in  fo  great  Caufe,  to  require  fome  further 
Conference  with  your  Lordfhips,or  with  fo  many 
as  fhall  appear  more  able  than  I  am,  to  give  fome 
good  Entry  thereto. 

'  As  to  the  Dangers,  that  they  be  great  and  im- 
minent, that  they  have  both  lately  grown,  and 
likely  to  increafe,  thefe  be  manifelt  Arguments. 
Firft,  the  King  of  Spain^  fince  he  halh  ufurped 
upon  the  Kingdom  of  PoriugaU  he  hath  thereby 
grown  mighty  by  gaining  the  Eaji  Indiss.     So  as 
how  great  foever  he  was  before,  be  is  now  there- 
by more    manifeftly  great.      But  for  Increafe 
hereof,  to  be  greater ;  yea,  greater  than  any  Chri- 
ftian  Prince  hath  been ;    he  hath  lately  joined 
with  his  intended  Purpofe,  newly  to  invade  this 
Realm,  with  more  Might  than  before  he  did  the 
Invafion  of  France^  by  fundry  Ways.    Not  as  in 
former  Times,  when  the  Emperor  Charles  and 
the  French  Kings,  the  great  Francis  and  the  war- 
like Henry^  made  former  Wars  for  Towns,  their 
greateft  Wari-:.     Yea,  when  the  prefent  King  of 
Spain  had  his  great  Army  againft  Henry  o^ France, 
For  in  thpfe  Wars  none  of  them   intended  to  do 
any  thing  more,  but  to  be  revenged  of  (uppofed 
Injuries,  by  turning  or  winning  of  fome  frontier 
Towns  by  Befiei^ing.     And  after  luch  Revenges, 
mutyally  had  to  the  Satisfaction  of  their  Appe- 
tites;  wherein  neither  Party  had  any  fpeciai  Ad- 
vantage, they  fell  to  Truces,  and  in  the  End  with 
Knqts  fometin^cs   of  Intermarriages.     And  by 

*  ihefc 
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*  thefe  Kind  of  Wars  none  of  them  did  increafe  in  Qu^gj,  juj^j^pi^^ 
'  Greatnefs,  to   be  dangerous  to  their  Enemies.      1593-3. 

'  And  in  thefe  Kind  of  Wars,  our  Kings  of  Efig- 
'  /and  had  their  Intereft,  for  the  moll  Part,  to  the 
'  Expence  of  Men  and  iVloney  ;  and  never  to  the 

*  Lofs  of  any  fmall  Portion  of  any  Ground  in^«^- 
'  land  and  PPa/es,  nor  otherwife :  But  by  yielding 
'  to  the  King  of  Spain^  by  means  of  the  Marriage 
'  of  Queen  Mary,  to  make  War  with  France,  the 
'  Realm  loft  that  noble  Town  and  Port  of  Calais, 
"  with  great  Seignories  and  Territories  thereunto 
'  belonging. 

'  But  now  the  Cafe  is  altered.     The  King  of 
'  Spain  maketh  thefe  his  mighty  Wars,  by  means 

*  only  of  his  Indies ;  not  purpofely  to  burn  a  Town 
'  in  France  or  England  but  to  conquer  all  France'^ 
'  England  and  Ireland.     And  ^or  Proof  here-. t — =. 

Firft  (or  France,  he  hath  irvadtd  Britain,  taken 
'  the  Port,  builded  his  FortrtlTrs,  carried  in  his  Ar- 
my ;  waged  a  Navy  in  Britain  ;  received  inio 
Wages  a  great  Number  of  his  Subjects,  as  Rebels 
to  France.  And  there  he  keepeth  a  Navy  arm- 
ed, to  impede  all  Trade  from  England  to  Gaf- 
coign  and  Guyenne;  which  he  attempted  to  do 
this  laft  Vintage.  And  fo  he  had  had  his  Pur- 
pofe,  if  to  the  great  Charges  of  the  Merchants, 
and  by  Countenance  of  her  Majefty's  Navy,  fent 
to  the  Coaft  o{  Britain,  the  Shipping  of  Ejigland 
had  not  been  much  ftronger  than  his.  Befides 
this  his  poflefling  a  gi-eat  Part  of  Britain,  towards 
^pain,  he  hath,  at  his  Commandment,  all  the  beft 
Ports  of  Britain  towards  England.  So  as  now 
he  is  become  as  a  Frontier  Enemy  to  all  the  Weft 
of  England.  And  by  his  Commandment,  and  his 
waged  Troops  in  Newhaven,  he  hath  enlarged  his 
Frontiers  now  againft  all  the  South  Parts  of  Eng- 
land,  as  SuJ/ex,  Hampflnre,  Ifle  of  Wight.  Yea, 
by  means  of  his  Intereft  in  St  Maloh,  a  Port  full 
of  Shipping  for  the  War,  he  is  a  dangerous  Neigh- 
bour to  the  Q_iecn's  Ifles  of  Jerfey  and  Gucrnfeys 
amient  Pofledions  of  this  Ciown,  and  never 
conquet'd  Irfi  thegreAieft  War?  v/ith  France. 

*  Of 
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*  Of  this  Matter  of  Brltan  a  Man  might  enlarge, 

*  the  Danger  fo  great  to  Etfgland^  as  if  he  had  at- 

*  tempted  nothing  at  all  in  Nortnandy  and  France; 

*  yet  the  Danger  hereof  might  appear  fo  great,  as 
'  ought  to  induce  Englutid  to  Ipare  no  Coft  to  with- 

*  Hand  it.     And  herewith  he  is  not  contented  to 

*  feek  this  Dukedom»  but  he  deftines  all  his  Forces 
^  to  conquer  the  Kingdom  of  France^  the  principal 

*  Kingdom  of  Chrljiendom:  And,  to  atchieve  his 
'  Enterprize,  he  hath,  thcfe  two  Years-day  and 
'  more,  corrupted,  with  great  Sums  of  Money  and 

*  large  Penfions,  certain  fafticus  Noblemen,  not 

*  of  the  Blood  of  Frarue^  nor  the  great  Officers  of 

*  the  Crown  ;  and  by  them,  and  with  thefe  Re- 

*  bels,   and  by  waging  of  his  Soldiers  in  fome  of 

*  the  principal  Towns   of  France^  as  Paris,  Roan^ 

*  Orleans,  Lyons,  Tolcze,  and  others,  he  hath  pro- 

*  cured  a  Rebellion  againft  the  King,  againft  all 

*  the  Princes  of  the  Blood,  againft  all  ihe  great  Of- 

*  ficcrs  of  the  Crown.     But  finding  thele  Rebels 

*  not  ffrong  enough   of  themfelves,  notwithftan- 

*  ding  they  are  well  waged  by  him  to  withftand 

*  the  King,  he  hath,  to  his  great  Charges,  levied 

*  and  feni  into  France,  even  to  Paris  and  Roan, 

*  Armies  collefted  oilFalloons,  Lorainers,  Italians, 

*  Spaniards,  Almains,  and  Swiizers.     Wherewith 

*  he  hath   twice  entered   into  France  j  tho'  God 

*  gave  him  no  good  Succefs,  but  great  Lofs  and 

*  Repror.ch. 

*  Befides  thefe  foreign  Armies,  fent  from   the 

*  Low -Countries,  he  hath  cau  fed  his  Son-in*Law, 

*  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  to  invade  France  by  Provence 
'  and  Dolphine  ;  and  the  Duke  of  Lorain  by  Bur^ 
'  gundy  and  Champaign,  and  to  environ  France. 
'  Further,  he  hath  lent  Armies  by  Sea,  out  of 
'  Spain,  to  invzdeLanguedsc.  Ande\'en  now  atthis 
J  prefenr,  all  thele  foreign  Forces  are  newly  made 

*  ready  to  enter  into  all  Parts  of  France,  made  by  a 
<  colourable  Allembly  of  the  Rebels  in  Paris,  to 
^  reprefent  the  three  EfLitcs ;  yet  without  a  King, 

*  or  a  Head.  He  intendetli  to  be  a  King  of  that 
^  Realm  j  or  to  make  his  Daughter  the  Queen, 

*  atid 
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and  to    appoint  her  a  Hufband,  to  be  as  his  Queen  Eiizabetb. 
Vaflkl.  '59*-5-  ' 

'  He  hath  alfo  the  Pope  fo  addided  to  him,  as 
he  that  never  was  wont  to  fend  to  any  Parts  but 
only  Italyt  by  Bulls  with  Lead  and  Parchment, 
did  now  levy  and  fend   an  Army  into  France. 
And  tho'  hecoloureth  it  with  Matter  of  Defence 
of  Catholick  Religion,  yet  both  he  and  the  King 
'Oi Spain  make  War  againft  all  the  Princes  of  the 
Blood,  and  Officers  of  the  Realm,  being  found 
Catholicks.    And  fo  they  have,  by  their  Ambaf- 
fades,  lately  advertis'd  the  Pope  ;  as  by  the  Car- 
dinal Gundy,  and  Marquis  Pyfany,  antient  Coun- 
cellors    of  France.^  and  Catholicks.     So  as  the 
Pretence  of  the  Pope  and  the  King  of  Spa'in^  in 
that  Point,  are  merely  France. 

*  Thefe  are  the  Dangers  in  France^  and  muft 
of  Confequence  draw  England  into  like  Peril; 
without  God's  fpecial  Goodnefs,  and  the  fpeedy 
Support  to  be  given  to  her  Majefty  for  Preven- 
tion thereof. 

*  New  to  .manifeft  the  King  of  Spain^%  Attempt 
to  invade  England^  whereof  I  think  no  good 
EngliJ})tnan  fowant  of  Feeling  to  think  otherwife, 

'  yet  I  will  remember  to  you  divers  manifell  Ar- 
'  guments  thereof ;  and  afterwards,  to  fupply  the 
'  Want  of  any   Man's  Feeling   only  by  Argu- 

•  ments  or   Tokens,   I   will  declare  to  you  the 

•  very   Truth  of   his  Determination,  by  manifefh 
Proofs.     So  as  none  ought  to  think,   becaufe  he 

'  was  difappointed  of  his  Intention  for  the  Con- 
■  queft  of  England  by  his  huge  Navy,  therefore 
'  he  will  put  that  Difgrace  up,  and  leave  off  with 
'  that  Lofs.     But  it  is  certa'n,  he  hath,  the  two 

•  laft  Years,  builded  a  great  Number  of  Ships  of 
^  War,  ^s  near  as  he  can  to  the  Mold  and  Qua- 
'  lity  of  the  £'/;^///6Navy;  finding,  by  Experience, 
'  his  monftrous  great  Ships  not  fit  for  our  narrow 

•  Sea?.  Ke  hath  lately  armed  ?  Number  of  Gal- 
'  lien  on  the  Coaft  of  Britain,  which  he  intendeth 
'  to  fend  this  Summer  to  Newhaven.  He  haih  al- 
'  fo,  thcfe  two  Years-day,  both  bought  and  built 

*  great 
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Qneen Elizabeth. '  great  Ships  ill  Eojlland.     He   hath»  both  from 
»i9»-3-       *  thence,  and  by  Corruption  of  our  faint  and  co- 

*  vetous  Neighbours  in  Holland^  recovered,  with 

*  Silver  Hooks,  both  Mariners,  Ships,  Cordage,  and 

*  all  Provifions.  Thefe  being  now  on  the  Point 
'  of  Reedinefs  to  ferve  on  the  Seas,  a  good  Argu- 

*  ment  may  be  made.  That  this  Navy  muft  be  for 

*  Eugland.  For  now  that  he  hnth  all  the  Mari- 
<  time  Coaft  of  Britain^  and  that  he  hath,  inNor- 
«  mandy^  Newhaven^  there  is  no  Service  by  Sea  to 

*  enter  into  any  Part  of  Fra?ice  with  this  Navy. 

*  How  he  and  the  Pope  ply  themfelves  to  win 

*  a  Party  in  England  ta  he  rezdy  to  fecond  his  In- 

*  vafion,  I  am  forry  and  loth  to  relate  ;  and  how 
'  far   they  have  prevailed  herein  to  gain  fo  great  a 

*  Multitude  of  vulgar  People ;  yea,of  feme  that  are 

*  of  Wealth  and  Countenance,  to  adhere  to  thefe 

*  Invaders  ^t  their  Entry,  with  vain  Hopes  to  at- 

*  tain  to  the  Places,  Honours,  and  Livelihoods,  of 

*  fuch  as  are  now  known  true,  natural  Englijh- 

*  nien^  and  good  Subjects. 

'  But  to  fuch  as  thefe  Arguments  will  not  fuf- 

*  fice  to  be  pcrfuaded,  that  rhis  Intention  of  the 
«  King  of  Spginj  to  invade  this  Realm,  is  certain  ; 

*  this  that  followeth  {hall  fully  faiisfy  any  Man, 

*  yea,  any  Man  that  uleth  to  believe  nothing  until 

*  he  fhal)  fee  it.     There  are  taken  in  Scotland^  and 

*  imprifoned,  certain  that  came  firft  out  of  Spain, 

*  near  afore  C/t///;;;*?;,  from  the  King;  who  be- 

*  fore  had  been  fent  out  of  Scotland  to  the  King 
'  of  Sp^iin.    Thefe  xMellengcrs  brought  Afliirance 

*  TO  certain  Noblemen,    of  the  grcaieft  Calling  in 

*  Scotland^  that  if  they  would  lend  their  liond", 
'  under  their  Hands  and  Seals,  to  Jerve  the  King  of 

<  Si)ain^  for  the  Invaljon  of  England^  by   Land,  ' 

*  next  Summer,  the  King  would  fend  an  Ajmy  of 

<  25,000  to  the  Weft  of  Scotland  \  and  would  give 

*  the  Noblemen   Wages  for  10, cod  <cots,  to  be 

*  joined  with  2o,CC'j  of  his,  to  invade  England; 

*  and  v^oul.J  keep  5000  of  his   in  StotLnJ\  to  niiJ 

*  them  to    ovcr-fulc  the    King    ot  S,r,ts,  and  to 

*  chanjje  the  Religion.     This  Accord    was  pcr- 

*  feCltd 
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'  fe6ted  by  three  Noblemen,  Earls  /frrol,  i/a^//-?)',  Queen  Elizabeth, 
'  and  /ffigus  ;  promifing  their  own  Afliftance,  be-      »59a-3« 

•  fides  AfTurance,  in  general  Words,  of  divers  more, 
'  not  yet  difcovered.  And  for  an  Earneft-Penny, 
'  thefe  Earls  have  received  good  Sums  of  Money 
'  i\om.\he  Low- Countries. 

*  Now  for  Proof  hereof,  the  Meflenger  that  was 

•  fent,  and  on  Ship-Board,  was  taken;  with  the 
'  Bonds  of  the  Noblemen,  fome  figned  and  fealed 

•  by  them  all,  and  of  every  Earl  a  Part,  in  feveral 
'  Bonds  in   French  and    Latin.     The  Meflenger 

•  hath  confefled  the  whole  to  the  King,  who  fo 
'  carefully  proceeded  therein  as  if  he  had  not  tra- 
vailed therein  himfelf ;  fuch  of  his  Council  as 
were  appointed  to  examine  the  Parties  that  were  ' 
taken,  durft  not,  for  fear  of  the  Greatnefs  of  the 
Noblemen  that  had  offended,  and  were  not  fted, 
examine  the  Meflenger  of  any  thing  that  might 
concern  thcfe  Noolemen.  They  are  flnce  all 
fied;  and  the  King  hath  gathered  of  his  good  Sub- 
jefts  a  certain  Power  to  purfue  them.  But  it  is 
doubted,  that  ihey  will  flee  into  the  Weft  Iflands. 
And  from  thence  either  to  pafs  into  Spain^  or  to 
have  Forces  lent  out  of  Spain.  But  the  King, 
the  Day  be  fore  he  went,  caufed  one  Fentry,  an 
old  PracVUer  with  Spain,  for  the  Queen  of  Scoti^ 

a  Man  of  a  ^rpod  Houfe  and  great  Wealth,  to  be 
executed,  bein:  a  principal  Contriver  of  thisCon- 
fpiracy.  To  r  nimare  the  King  to  follow  this 
Atttu,  1,  her  iViajefty  hath  fent  my  Lord  of 
Bourgh. 

*  Thus  far  have  I  obferved  my  Purpofe,  tofhew 
the  Dar,g:  ■ ;  and  to  give  Counfel  to  the  Remedy, 
Hoc  opus.,  hie  labor  eft.  And  I  would  gladly  to 
iiave  fome  Company,  of  whom  I  might  have 
fo  ne  Tyight,  how  to  find  out  the  Darknefs  of  the 
Qi^rflion  ;  Wherein,  when  Time  fhall  ferve,  I 
will  not  be  f.lenr,  but  deliver  mine  Opinion, 
and  reform  it  upon  good  Ground.* 


^i^c 


jlae^Elkabeth. 
1592.3. 
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The  Rein's  Extraordinary  Charges^  by  Means  of 
the  War,  mcnjcd  by  the  King  ^ Spain.     Set  dawn 
,-  by  the  Lord-lreafurer,  in  the  fame  Paper  with  the 
\  ^foregoing  Speech. 


^or  Defence  of  the  Low-Countries ") 

:,   by  Year        —  S 

Wot  the  Charge  in  Mr  Huddlejion^s 

Time,  for-. Years  ■  -  .   - 

To  the  Earl  of  Leicefler  for  Sluce 
To  Sir  Ibomai  Shirley^  Feb.  1586. 


1 


130,000/. 

154,000/. 

31,000/. 
531,120/. 


-KJf 


846,120/, 
49,283/. 


lif '3V^fc«^Wirh  m/I-oni  ^/- 1 
",  Imghhy^  for  6coo  Men,  / 

IvfNormandy  with  my  Lord  of 
•"  J6'/^A:,"'with Thoufand  Men. 

In  Britain  with  Sir' John  Norris^ 

with  4000  Men.     In  aiditig  the 

/>^«rAKing  with  Money.    For  )> ,    232,000/. 

Maintenance  of  the  Navy  on  the 

Narrow    Seas,  fometimes  with 

800,  fomeiimes  with  700,  fome- 

times  with  600, 
Befides  the  ordinary  keeping  of  the" 

Na\*y  at  1200/.  a  Month  j  ptr\ 

Annum 


I4,40q/. 


For  the  Office  of  the  Ordnance 

Scotland     — —       — 

In  all 


62,000/. 
1 5 ,000  /. 


[,218,803/. 


March  the  24th.  The  Commons  fentup  a  Bill 
A  large  SubfiJv.  ^^  '^^  Lords,  which  Was  entitled,  An  Jet  for  the 
Grant  of  three  entire  Subfidies  and  fix  Fifteenths 
^??i  Tenths,  by  the  Temporality  ;  and  it  palTed  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  on  the  30th,  without  any  Oppo- 
fiiion. 

Th.s  is  all  that  the  Journals  of  the  Lords  give 
us;    hut,  that  of  the  Commons  is  not  io  barren. 

For 
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For  after  the  Ceremonies  of  the  Opening  this  Sef-  Q"«s"  Elizabeth 

fion  were  finifhed,  the  next  Thing  we  find  enter-      ^59*-3> 

ed,  is,  '  That  on  February  24th  Mr.  Peter  Went- 

ivorth  and  Sir  Henry  Bromley  delivered  n  Petition  to 

the  Lord  Keeper,  therein  defiring  the  J>ords  of  tJie 

Upper  Houfe  to  be  Suppliants,  with  them  of  the 

Lower,  unto  her  Majefty  for  Entailing  the  Succejfion 

cf  the  Crown,    for  which  they  had  a  Bill  ready 

drawn.' 

This  Matter  was  highly  refented  by  the  Queen, 
as  contrary  to  her  former  ftrift  Commands.    They 
were  foon  after  called  before  the  Council ;    and, 
though  the  Lords  there  fpoke  favourably  to  them, 
yet,  they  were  told  that  her  Majefty  was  fo  high- 
ly offended  at  them  that  they  muft  be  committed. 
Accordingly,  Mr.  Wentworth  was  fent  Prifoner  to  p^^^  Membe  s 
the  Toiver,    Sir  Henry  Bromley  to  the  Fleet ;    and  committed  by 
one  Mr.   Richard  Stevens  and  Mr.  Welch,   two  '^^e  Privy  Coun- 
other  Members  concerned  in  drawing  the  Petition,  *^'l?-n°'/''SPf'?ls 
were  lent  to  the  Fleet  with  him.  ingtheSucceffion 

This  is  an  odd  Beginning  of  a  Parliament ;  and  of  the  Crown, 
fhevv'ed  the  Queen's  Refolution  to  maintain  the 
Prerogative  of  the  Crown  in  a  very  high  Degree: 
How  long  thefe  four  Members  were  confined  is 
uncertain;  for,  on  the  lorh  of  March  one  Mr. 
IFroth,  we  are  told,  moved  the  Houfe,  on  the 
Subfidy-Bill,  '  That  fince  fome  Countries  might 
complain  of  thefe  very  large  Taxations,  their 
Knights  and  BurgeiTes  never  confenting,  not  being 
prefent  at  the  Grant :  And,  becaufe,  an  Inftru- 
ment,  by  taking  away  fome  of  its  Strings,  can  give 
but  an  unpleafant  Sound :     Therefore,  he  defired ,,  .     .     ,  . 

,  1       rr       r  li    i       i         no-  i       Motion  for  their 

that  the  Houle  would  be  humble  Suitors  to  her  oifcharge. 
Majefty,  that  flie  would  be  pleafed  to  let  at  Liberty 
thofe  Members  of  it  that  v^'ere  refl^rained.' 

This  was  oppofed  by  all  the  Members  of  the 
Privy- Council  in  that  Houfe;  who  argued  '  That 
her  Majefty  had  conimicted  them  for  Reafonsbeft 
known  to  herfelf ;  and  for  them  to  prels  her  in  that 
Suit  was  but  to  make  their  Cafe  the  worfe.  They 
added,  that  it  was  not  to  be  doubled  but  her  Ma- 
jefty) of  her  gracious  Difoofition,  would  fhortly  do 

it 
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^"isg*"*?'  '  Jt  o^  ^^^  °^"  Accord,  and  that  it  was  much  better 
to  have  it  left  to  herfelf  than  fought  for  by  them.' 
It  is  ftrange  that  Cambden  hath  not  one  Word 
of  this  memorable  Accident,    who  was  Cotempo- 
rary  and  muft  be  acquainted  with  it.     However, 
this  Severity  of  the  Queen's  had  its  Effedt;  for  no 
more  Mention  is  made  of  Settling  the  Succeflion  in 
this  Parliament,  nor  in  any  other  of  her  Reign. 
On  the  26th  of  February^  the  Bufinefs  of  a  Sup- 
Debate    in  the  P^X  ^^^  moved  in  this  Houfe ;    our  Journaliji  is 
Commons^    on  Very  particular  in  the  Speeches  made  on  that  Occa- 
the    Supply,      gon,  by  the  Minifters  of  State  who  were  Members 
of  that  Houfe,  is'c.     We  are  told  they  were  not 
entered  in  the  Original  Journal  Book  of  the  Com- 
mons, but  taken  from  an  Anonymous  Manufcript 
Journal,  kept  by  fome  Member  of  it.     This  Gen- 
tleman proves   to  be  Heywood   Tewfijhendy   Efq; 
who  hath  left  a  Colle»f\ion  of  all  the  Proceedings 
in  the  four  laft  Parliaments  of  Elizabeth,  which 
were  printed,  Folio,  London  1680.     The  Journals 
of  Sir  Symondi  Dewes  were  not  publifhed  till  two 
'      Years  after,    but  then  they  were  pollhumous,  and 
dedicated  to  Sir  JV.lhughby  Dnves  his  Son ;    fo  that 
it  is  probable  he  never  knew  who  was  the  Author 
of  the  former.     This  being  premifed,    we  next 
proceed  to  the  Speeches  on  the  Supply,  and  iirft 
Sir  Robert  Cecil. 

Mr.  Speaker^ 

*  As  I  remember,  I  have  been  of  this  Houfe 
«  ihefe  five  Parliamenis ;  and  I  have  not  determi- 

*  ned  to  fay  any  thing,  in  thele  Aflemblies,  furthef 

*  than  my  Cogitations  fhould  concur  with  my  Con- 

*  fcience  in  faying  bare  Jve,  or  No.    Give  me  leave, 

*  I  pray  you,  to  rehearfe  an  old  Saying,  and  it  is 

*  in  Latin,  Nee  te  collaudes,  nee  te  vituperes  ip/e ; 
'  for  me  to  do  the  one  were  exceeding  Arrogancy, 

*  and  to  do  the  other,  I  do  confefs,  I  hope,  you 

*  will  pardon  me. 

*  The  Occafion  of  this  Parliament,  as  I  take  it 
'  by  that  which  we  received  from  the  honourable 

*  and  learned  Speech  of  the  Lord  Keeper  of  and 

from 
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from  her  Majefly  to  us  in  the  Higher  Houfe,    is  Qi,eenEiizabcA 
for  the  Caufe  of  Religion  and  Maintenance  there-      '592-3. 
of  amongft  us,  the  Prefervation  of  her  Majefty's 
moft  Royal  Perfon,  and  the  Good  of  this  i^eaini 
of  our  Country.     All  which  becauJe   they  be 
things  of  moft  dear  and  greateft  Price,  and  at 
this  prefent  in  exceeding  great  and  imminent 
Danger,  it  is  moft  behoofFul  to  confult  of  fpeedy 
Remedies,  which  {hould  proceed  from  the  wifeft 
Heads.     The  Enemy  to  theie  is  the  King  of 
Spain^  whofe  Malice  and  Ambition  is  fuch,  as 
together  with  the  Pope^  that  Antithrift  of  Rome., 
(for  I  may  well  couple  them  together,  the  one 
being  always  accompanied   with  Envy   at  our 
Profperity,  the  other  with  unfatiableDefire)  makes 
them  by  all  Means  to  feek  the  Subverfion  of  the 
State.     But  concerning  the  firft,  The  Caufe  of 
God  and  his  Religion,    which  her  Majefty  pro- 
fefled  before  fhe  came  to  fit  in  this  Royal  Seat, 
which  {he  hath  defended  and  maintained,  and  for 
which  Caufe  God  hath  fo  blefled  her  Govern- 
ment fince  her  Coming  to  the  Crown:     Yea, 
while  the  Crown  was  fcarce  warm  on  her  Head, 
fhe  abolifhed  the  Authority  of  Rome,  and  did  fet 
up  God's  Truth  amongft  us;    and  to  her  great 
Renown  made  this  little  Land  to  be  a  Sandtuary 
for  all  the  perfecuted  Saints  of  God  :     Whereby 
the  People  perceived  her  Magnanimity,  Zeal  and 
Judgment ;  Magnanimity  in  undertaking  fo  great 
an  Enterprize ;  Zeal  in  profefling  the  fame,  not 
for  the  Shew,  but  of  Sincerity  ;  Judgment  in  de- 
fending  it   and    preventing  all  the  Pope\  De- 
figns.    He  fent  forth  his  Bulls  andMiflives  againft 
her  Majefty,   thereby  unnaturally  depriving  her 
of  her   natural   Right,    the  Duty   and  Loyalty 
which  her  Subjeds  fliould  owe  unto  her,  ISc.    He 
touched  the  many  Dangers  her  Majefty  had  been 
in,  which  as  it  caufed  him  to  fear  to  think,  fo  did 
he  tremble  to  fpeak  concerning  the  Danger  of  our 
Country,  and  fo  the  Lofs  of  our  Lives,  Liber- 
ties, Wives,   Children,  and  all  other  Privileges. 
Let  me  not  trouble  you  with  things  paft  fo  long, 

*  and 


^be«n  Elizabeth. 


368     7he  Tarl'tamentary  History 

and  perhaps  beyond  my  Reach,  but  with  Things 
pad  of  late  Years  and  fince  Eighty  Eight.  When 
we  were  fo  fecure,  and  never  thought  that  the 
King  of  Spain  would  have  fet  up  his  Reft  for 
England:  Then  fent  he  his  Navy  termed  luvn- 
cibby  and  was  almoft  upon  the  Backs  of  us  before 
we  were  aware.  Yea,  we  were  fo  flack  in  Pro- 
vifion,  that  it  was  too  late  to  make  Refiftance, 
had  not  God  preferved  us.  His  Attempt  againft 
us,  by  feeking  to  win  the  Low-Countries  and  to 
obtain  Ireland^  being  but  Trifles  and  paultry  De- 
vices, which  I  mean  not  to  trouble  you  with  j  he 
hath  now  of  late  gone  about  to  win  France^ 
wherein  he  hath  greatly  prevailed,  as  in  Lorrain 
and  in  other  Parts,  as  you  have  heard,  but  fpe- 
cially  in  Britany,  having  moft  Part  of  the  Port- 
Towns  in  his  Poflefljon,  whither  he  ftill  fendeth 
Supply  daily,  and  reinforces  them  every  four  or 
five  Months,  which  Port  is  always  open  and  his 
Men  and  Forces  never  wanting.  This  Province 
he  efpecially  deCreth,  for  it  lyeth  moft  fitly  to 
annoy  us,  whither  he  may  fend  Forces  continual- 
ly, and  there  have  his  Navy  in  a  Readinefs ;  the 
which  he  could  not  fo  eafily,  unlefs  he  had  the 
Wind  in  a  Bag.  Befides,  having  this  Province, 
he  will  keep  us  from  Traffick  to  Rochell  and 
BourdeauXy  as  he  doth  in  the  Sireights  from  Tri- 
poly  and  St.  Jean  de  Luxe :  And  fo  hinder  us  from 
carrying  forth  and  bringing  into  this  Land  any 
Commodities  from  thofe  Parts,  whereby  the 
Realm  might  be  inriched  and  her  Majefty's  Im- 
port increafed,  being  one  of  the  greateft  Reve- 
nues of  htr  Crown.  He  haih  alfo  gone  about 
with  them  of  Stcde  and  the  King  of  rolandy  one 
of  his  own  Faction,  and  who  by  reafon  he  can- 
not do  in  :hat  Kingdom  what  he  lifteth,  he  may 
not  fo  eafily  command  him  to  impede,  or  hin- 
der our  Traffick  in  thofe  Eaftern  Parts,  which  if 
he  could  bring  to  pafs,  you  fee  how  hurtful  it 
would  be  to  this  Land. 
'  But  to  defcend  yet  lower  into  thefe  latter  Ac- 
lions.     He  hath  feen  it  is  but  a  Folly  to  make 

'  Wooden- 
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Wooden-Bridges  to  pafs  into  England^  therefore  Queen  EHrabeih 
he  hath  found  out  a  furer  Way  and  ftronger  Paf-  i59»-2* 
fage  into  it  by  Land,  and  that  by  Scotland;  which 
though  it  be  not  talked  of  on  the  Exchange^  nor 
preached  at  Paul's  Crofs,  yet  it  is  moil  true ;  and 
in  Scotland  as  common  as  the  High- way,  "  That 
■  he  hath  procured  unto  him  many  of  the  Nobility 
'  there.'  It  may  be  he  hath  fent  thither  no  great 
Navy,  and  that  her  Majefty  would  not  fufFer  him 
to  do;  yet  do  what  fhe  can,  fome  one  Palrry 
Fly-Boat  may  efcape  her  Majefty's  Ships,  and 
carry  Gold  enough  in  her  to  make  them  Traitors, 
and  llir  them  to  Sedition.  Thefe  Things  her 
Majefty  underftood  before,  and  advertiled  the 
King  thereof  J  which  the  Efted  hath  proved  to 
be  true.  For  unlefs  I  be  deceived,  the  iaft  Let- 
ters, that  came  from  thence,  might  fhew  that  the 
King  is  gone  to  make  a  Road  into  the  North,  and 
to  bring  back  the  Lord  Bothwell  and  the  Lord 
Huntley.  The  King  of  Spain's  Malice  thus  daily 
increafeth  againfl  us,  and  i'eeketh  alfo  to  ftir  up 
Sedition  amongll  us  by  his  Inltruments.  The 
Number  alio  of  Papijh  daily  increafeth,  or  at 
leftwife  becomes  more  manifeft:.  My  Advice  is, 
that  you  would  confult  how  to  withftand  fuch 
imminent  Dangers,  which  the  greater  they  be, 
the  fooner  they  fhould  be  looked  mto  and  remem- 
bred.  Wherefore  I  would  defire  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  he  would  appoint  fome  Committees  of  the 
fufficienteft  and  wiiell  Men  in  the  Houfe  to  con- 
fider  thereon.' 

Then  Sir  John  J  Volley  fpake  to    the    like  Ef- 
feft,  laying,    '  That  upon  the  Caufe  of  the  Dan- 

*  ger  the  Realm  was  now  in,  and  of  the  Remedy, 

*  his  Speech  fhould  conliH: ;    whch  he  likened  to  a 

*  natural  Body,  in  which   the   more  Danger   the 

*  principal  Member  was  in,  the  greater  Means  there 

*  fliould  bs  ufed  for  the  Prefervation  thereof. 
'  Roan  being  made  now  Admiral  of  France  by 
'  the  League,  fhould  fay,  that  he  was  a  poor  Ad- 
'  miral  now,  but  yet  he  doubted  not,  but  that  fhort' 

Vol.  iV.  A  a  -^  \j 


37<^    TbcTarliamentaryHisroKr* 

Queen  Elizabeth. «  \y  he  fhould  be  able  to  bring  fuch  a  Navy  as  fliould 
'59*-3-       t  igrrify  the  Queen  of  England.     Alfo  he  fliewcd 

*  how  the  Princes  of  the  Holy  League  had  confpi- 

*  red  tlie  Overthrow  of  the  Realm,  the  Extirpation 

*  of  Religion,  and  the  Confufion  of  her  Majefty 

*  and  her  loyal  Subjedb.     And  exhorted  the  Houfe, 

*  now  becaufe  the  Seafon  of  the  Year  groweth  on, 
'  which  calle'h  many  of  the  Knights  and  Burgefles 

*  to  be  in  their  Countries,  befides  the  Sicknefs  being 
'  in  the  Town,  fo  that  many  of  that  Houfe 
'  knew  not  whether  they  lodged  in  Houfes  infcdled 

*  or  not,  that  they  would  leek  to  difpatch  and  end 

*  the  Parliament  fo  foon  as  might  be.  He  alio 
'  fhewed  how  the  Dunkirkers  troubled  our  Fifher- 

*  men  in  fmall  Barks  upon  the  Sea-coafts.     And 

*  (o  that  this  Matter  might  be  committed  to  fome 
'  of  the  fufficienteft  in  the  Houfe.     He  alfo  ex- 

*  horted  the  Houfe  to  a  fpeedy  Agreeing  of  a  Sub- 

*  fidy  :    Which,  confidering  the  Dangers  we  were 

*  in,  and  that  it  was  for  our  own  Good,  as  alio, 

*  for  her  Majefty's,  he  hoped  that  no  good  Subjedt 

*  hut  would  willingly  agree  to  it.     Alio,  he  fliew- 

*  ed,  that  the  Wars  with  the  King  of  Spain  had 

*  coft  her  Majefty  a  Million  of  Money  ;   But  this 

*  he  av0L;ched,  that  where  it  coft  her  Majefty  one, 

*  it  coft  the  King  of  Spain  three,' 

Then  Stir  John  Forte/cue  faid,  *  They  thatfpake 

*  before  me,    ipake  fufficiently  of  the  Authors  of 

*  our  '['roubles,  of  the  great  Danger  which  is  now 
'  imminent,    infomuch  that  it  is   come   to    this 

*  Point  now,  Ncn  utrhm  imperare^  fed  utrum  vi- 
»  vere.     I  will  fpeak  of  noihing  but  that  which 

*  concerns  my  Calling.     Her  Majefty  not  being 

*  only  careful   (or  the  Prelervation  of    her  own 

*  Realm,  but  of  her  Neighbours  alio  j  (he  hath  not 

*  only  defended  her  own  Subjedls  from  being  in- 

*  vaderl,  but  alfo  hath  aided  Strangers  which  wan- 

*  ted  Money,  with  whom  otherwife  it  would  have 

*  gone  ill  by  this  Time  both  with  them  and  our- 

*  felves.  Infomuch  that  the  Burthen  of  four 
'  Kingdoms  hath  refted  upon  ber  Majefty,    which 

*  (he 
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*  flie  hath  maintained  with  her  Purfe,  England^ ^^^^^y^^^<^^^ 

*  France^  Ireland,  and  Scotland.     For  how  could        1592-3. 

*  the  French  King,  at  his   firft  Coming  to   the 

*  Crown,  have  held  out  againll  thofe  Leaguers,  had 

*  not  her  Majefty  afiiited  him  with  her  Men  and 
'  Money,  which  hath  coft  her  Majefty  above  a 

*  hundred  thouland  Pound  ?    For  it  is  well  known 

*  that  the  French  King  had  not  been  able  to  with- 

*  ftand  the  Duke  of  Parma's  coming  into  France^ 

*  had  it  not  been  for  onr  Engii/h  Men  and  Money. 

*  As  for  the  Low-CountrieSy  they  have  flood  her* 

*  Majefty  yearly,  fmce  fhe  undertook  the  Defenceof 

*  them,  one  hundred  and  Hfty  ihoufand  Pounds.  — - 

*  All  which  her  Majefty  beftowed  for  the  Good  of^ 

*  the  Realm,   to  free  us  from  War  at  home.     Be- 

*  fides,  when  her  Majefty  came  to  the  Crown,<fhe 

*  found  it  four  Millions  indebted ;  her  Navy  when 

*  fhe  came  to  view  it,    fhe  found  greatly  decayed; 

*  Yet  all  this  She  hath  difcharged,  and  (Thanks  to 

*  God)  is  nothing  indebted  ;  and  now  fhe  is  able  to 
'  match  any  Prince  in  Europe^  which  the  Spanrards 
'  found  when  they  came  to  invade  us.  Yea,  fho 
'  hath  with  her  Ships  compalTed  the  whole  World, 

*  whereby  this  Land  is  made  famous  throughout 
'  all  Places.     She  did  find  in  her  Navy  all  Iron- 

'  Pieces,  but  fhe  hath  furnifhed  it  with  Artillery  of  • 
'  Brafs;   fo  that  one  of  her  Ships  is  not  a  Subjedt's 
'  bu  c  rather  a  petty  King's  Weakh.    As  for  her  own 

*  private  Expences,  they  have  been  little  in  Bu  Id- 
'  ing ;  fhe  hath  confumed  little  or  nothing  in  her 

*  Pleafures.  As  for  her  Apparel,  it  is  Royal  and 
'  Princely,  befeeming  her  'Jailing,  but  not  fump- 

*  tuous  nor  exceflive.     The  Charges  of  'ler  Houfe 

*  fmall,  yea,  never  lef2  in  any  King's  Time.    And 

*  fhortly  (by  God's  GraceJ  fhe  will  free  her  Sub- 
'  je6ls  from  that  Trouble  which  hath  come  by  the 

*  Means  of  Purveyors.  Wherefore  flie  trufteth, 
'  that  every  good  Subjedt  will  affift  her  Majefty 

*  with  his  Purfe,  feeing  it  concerns  his  own  Good 

*  and  the  Prefervation  of  his  Eftate.  For  before 
'  that  any  of  us  would  lofe  the  leaft  Member  of 

*  his  Body,    we  would  beftow  a  great  deal,  and 

A  a  a  *  fticfc 
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Quccntlitabeth.  *  ftick  for  HO  Coft  Dor  Charges :  How  much  more 
»59»-3«     '  ought  we  in  this  ]X)lincal  Body,  whereof  not  on- 

*  ly  a  Member  but  the  whole  is  in  Jtopardy,  if 

*  we  do  not  make  hafte  to  ihe  Prefervation  ihere" 

*  of  ?  And  for  thefe  Sublidies  which  are  granted 

*  now  adays  toherMajefty,they  are  lefsby  half  than 

*  they  were  in  King  Henry  the  Vlllih's  Time. 

*  Now  although  her  Majeftv  has  burrowed  fome 

*  Money  of  her  Subjects  befides  her  Subfidies,   yet 

*  flie  has  iruJy   repaid   and  anfwered  every  one 

*  fu'ly.  I  defire  the  Matter  may  be  put  to  a 
'  Committee.' 

Mr.  Francis  Baccn  fpake  to  the  Effed  follow- 
ing, viz.  *  That  which  thefe  Honourable  Perfo- 
'  nages  hnve  fpoken  of  their  Experiences,  May  it 

*  ple.ife  you  to  give  m-j  leave  likewife  to  deliver  of 
'  my  common  Knowledge.     The  Caufe  of  Af- 

*  fembling  all  Parliaments  hath  been  hitherto  for 

*  Laws  or  Moneys:  The  one  being  the  Sinews  of 
'  Peace,  the  other  of  War.     To   the  one  I  am 

*  not  privy,  hut  the  other  I  fhould  know.  I  did 
'  take  great  Contentment  in  her  Majefty's  Speech 
'  the  other  Day  delivered  by  the  Lord  Keeper, 
'  how  that  it  was  a  Thing  not  to  be  done  fuddenly 

*  nor  at  one  Parliament,   nor  fcarce  a  whole  Year 

*  would  fuffice  to  purge  the  Statute- Book,  and  lef- 
'  fen  the  Volume  of  Laws ;  being  fo  many  in 
'  Number,  that  neither  common  People  can  prac- 

*  tife  them,  nor  the  Lawyer  fufficiently  underftand 

*  them :   Than    the  which  nothing  Ihould   tend 

*  more  to  the  Praife  of  her  Majefty. 

*  7"he  Romans  appointed  ttn  Men,  who  were 

*  to  correct  and  recal  all  former  Laws,  and  to  fet 
'  forth  thofe  twelve  Tables  fo  much  of  all  Men  to 
'.  be  commended.     The  Jikeriiatis  likev/ife  appoin- 

*  ted  iix  for  that  Puipole.     And  Leivh  the  IXth, 

*  King  of  Frarue^ii'id  the  like  in  Reforming  his  Laws.' 
The  reft  of  his  Argument  tended  to  the  Appointing 
^  fele<^t  and  grave  Committee,  both  to  confider 
of  the  Dangers  of  the  Realm,  and  of  fpeedy 
Supply  and  Aid  to  be  given  to  her  Majefty.    *  And 

*  there- 
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thereupon  the  Houfe  did  accordingly  nomi-  Queen Elizakth. 
nate  the  faid  Committee,  to  deliberate  and  1592-3. 
confult  in  wha^  Propcttion  they  might  now 
relieve  her  Majefty  with  Subfidies,  in  refpeft  of 
thofe  many  and  great  Enemies  againft  whofe 
Power  and  Malice  (he  was  to  provide,  and  pre- 
pare for  neceflary  Defence  and  Prefervation  of  her 
ReaJms  and  Dominions.' 

On  the   27th  of  February  Mr.  Morrice  mov'd 
the  Houfe,  '  Touching  the  hard  Courfes  of  the  Bi-  Ji"n'/J/,"B,ift* 

*  (hops   and  Ordinaries,    and   other  Ecclefiaftical  rcform'^th?  aSu! 

*  Judges    in    their  Courts,    ufed   towards   lundry '"^s  of  the  EccL- 

*  learned  and  godly  Miniilers  and  Preachers  of  this  ^"*'^'"^  ^°"'^ 
*■■  Realm,  by  way  of  Inquifition,  Subfcription  and 

*  binding  Abfolution,    contrary   (he  la. J)  to  the 

*  Honour  of  God,  the  Regality  of  her  Majefty, 
'  the  Laws  of  this  Rea'm,  and  the  Liberty  of  the 

*  Subjeds  of  ihe  fame  ;   compelling  ih/m,  upon 

*  their  own  Oaths,  to  accufe  themk-lves  in  their 
'  own  private  Anions,  Words  and  Thoughts,  '\i 

*  they  fhall  take  fuch  Oaths,    becaufe  they  ki:..-,7 

*  not  to  what  Qi^ieftions  they  fliall  anfwer    iT;  aftt;' 

*  the  Time  they  be  fworn;  and  alfo  aftc-,  :;acii 
'  Examination  proceed  ngainft  them  by  Dcprir?,- 

*  tion,  Degradation  or  Supprefllon,  upon  fuch  rhe^r 

*  own  Accufations  of  ihemfelves.     And   if  they 

*  refufe  to  take  fuch  Oath,  then  they  commit  them 

*  to  Prifon,  and   there  keep  and  detain  them  at 

*  their  own  Pleafure,  not  abfolving  or   reledfiug 
^*  them  until  they  (hall  firft  have  taken  a  corporal 

*  Oath  of  their  Canonical  Obedience  to  their  Or- 

*  dinaries.  And  fhewing  further  at  large,  the  great 
'  Inconvenience  thereby  grown  unto  the  free  Sub- 
'  jeds  of  this  Realm,  doth  in  the  End  pray  a  Con- 

*  fultation  to  be  had  therein  by  this  Houfe,  for 

*  Redrefs  of  the  faid  Enormities;  and  ofFereth  un- 

*  to  Mr.  Speaker  ivvo  Bills,  the  one  concerning 

*  the  faid  Inquifitions,  Subfcriptions  and  Offering 
*•  of  Oaths,  and  the  other  concerning  the  Impri- 
'  ionments  upon  their  Ret'ufal  of  the  faid  Oath§ ; 

*  praying  that  the  faid  latter  Bill  which  concerneth 

A  a  3  *  the 
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Qoeoi Elisabeth,  4  t^'C  faid  Imprifonments  might  be  read,  and  the. 

»$9»-3«       t  other  to  be  offered  to  this  Houl'e  at  fome  other. 

more  convenient  Time.'  . 

Mr.  Dalton  [a]  anfwer'd  to  the  following  Effeft, 

*  This  Bill  pretends  great  Things  in  Shew,  tending  lo 

*  the  Hindrance  of  God's  Service*  and  the  Deroga- 

*  tion  of  her  Majefty's  Prerogative,    to  the  Over- 

*  throw  of  our  Laws  and  Violating  of  our  Liber- 

*  ties:  Things,  I  fay,  great  in  Shew,  but  no  fuch 

*  Things  to  be  found  in  the  Matter  fpoke  againft. 
'  It  is  eaiy  to  make  of  a  Mole  Hill  a  Mountain  in 

*  Words,   fo  by  a  well  compiled  Speech  to  make  a 

*  great  and  dangerous  Thing  of  nothing ;    nay,  a 

*  Thing  indeed  needlefs,    for  that  the  Slate  hath 

*  hitherto  always  ftood  upon  this  Government. 

*  And  fo  he  fhewedhow  Ecclefiaftical Government 

*  was  diftin<^  from  Temporal.     The  Reafons  he 

*  g^ve  were   few  or  none;    only  his  great  Diflike 
.    ,            *  was,  that  having  received  ftrait  Commandment 

*  from  her  Majefty,  not  to  meddle  with  Things 

*  concerning  the  Reformation  of  the  Church  and 

*  State  of  this  Realm,  therefore  in  his  Opinion 
'  the  Bill  ought  to  be  fupprefled.*  ' 

Sir  Jihn  IVoolley  fpake  alfo   againft  the  BiH, 

*  Difaliowing  the  Matters  in  it:    And  taking  it  as 

*  too  bufy  a  Medling  in  fuch  a  Thing  fo  forbiddei? 

*  by  her  Majefty.    lb  he  thought  it  not  fit  that  it 

*  fhould  be  read.* 

Sir  French  Knowki  anfwer'd,  *  That  whereas  it 

*  was  condemned  as  feeking  th?  Overthrow  of  i, 

*  Member  of  the  Statp,    and  To  againft  the  Lawj 

*  it  tended,  in  his  Opinion,  bur,  to  the  Reforming 

*  of  Abufes,  and  foReftraining  of  the  Prelates,  that 

*  if  they  meddle  againft  the  Laws,  they  fliall  in- 
^  cur  a  Pramunire.  So  that  he  thought  the  Bill  to 
•f  he  good  and  fi:  to  be  read.' 

Dr.  Lewcn  anfwer'd  Mr.  Morrlcc.     He  endea- 
vour'd  to  fhew,   *  That  as  the  natural  Body  was 

de-' 

{a)  Author  of  'tht  Country  ^ujt\ct:  A  Book  of  known  ChsinCv 
^cr  UJ  the  Lfiw. 
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delighted  in  Change,  fo  wa?  it  alfo  in  the  politic  Q^^en EllzabetK 
Body,  greedy  of  Alteration.  That  this  Everuon  1594-3. ' ' 
of  Bifhops  had  long  been  fought  for;  and  in 
fhooting  at  their  Jurifdiftion,  their  Aim  was  at 
their  Places ;  as  being  no  more  able  to  Hand  the 
one  without  the  other,  than  a  Houfc  without  a 
Foundation.  Then  he  entred  into  a  Difcourle  of 
Government,  as  Monarchies,  Ariftocracies  and 
Democracies.  He  approved  the  Monarchies ;  and, 
in  the  mod  famous  Monarchies  in  the  World, 
(hewed  this  Government  now  exercifed  by  the 
Biftiops  to  have  been  ufed.  He  endeavoured  to 
prove  the  Bifhops  to  be  fuch  a  Part  of  the  Body 
Politic,  as  without  them  it  could  be  no  Body. 
And  in  comparing  it  with  the  State  of  the  natU' 
ral  Body,  he  termed  the  Prince  and  the  Coun- 
fellors  of  the  State  to  be  as  the  Senfes,  and  as 
the  Head;  the  Bifhops  and  Minifters  as  the 
Shoulders  and  Arms;  the  common  People  the 
Legs.  Now  to  take  av/ay  the  Shoulders  from 
the  Body,  were  as  great  a  Blemifh  and  Prejudice 
as  to  have  the  Fingers  tied  unto  the  Shoulders. 
Then  came  he  to  three  Parts  of  Mr.  Mornc/% 
Speech,  Inquifition^  Subjcription^  and.  binding  Ab- 
[clution.  Jnquifttion  he  proved  lawful ;  Firlt,  Be- 
caufe  it  had  been  fo  long  ufed,  and  in  the  greateft 
Monarchies  allowed.  For  before  Inquifiiion 
came  in,  the  Manner  of  Tryal  vvas  by  Accufa- 
lion,  and  then  the  Party  accufing  was  to  fuiFer 
the  Penalty  that  the  Law  inflided  upon  the  Party 
accufed,  if  he  failed  in  his  Accufation.  Then 
it  might  be  that  the  Party  accufed,  if  the  Accu- 
fer  failed  in  his  Accufation,  might  follicit  two 
WitneHes  toanfwer  for  him,  which  was  fufficient 
to  acquit  him :  So  the  guilty  efcaped,  and  the 
guiltlefs  Accufer  was  punifhed.  This  feeming 
grievous,  they  changed  their  Tryals  into  Inquiii- 
lions.  And  wholbever  reads  Demofthenei  and 
TulJy^  fhall  fee  how  unwillingly  they  were  hired 
to  accufe.  And  if  we  look  into  the  Laws  of 
this  Realm,  it  is  altogether  by  Inquifitions  in 
Courts  Baron,  Leete,  and  in  the  King's  Courts, 

'  and 
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.Qu8?nEliiabeih. '  ^^  ^^  ^^  Star-Chamber.     So  that  this  Cburfe 

»19?-J»       •  is  as  lawful  in  the  Eccleiiaftical  as  in  the  Tem- 

"    "       *  poral  Law.     Subfcription  was  a  Thing  we  were 

^  bound  unto  by  Statute.     The  hke  was  ufed  in 

*  our  Churches  as  at  Geneva,  fo  as  allowable  here. 
^  Jbfolution,  termed  Bindings    is  no  other  thc^n  in 

*  the  Common  Law  ;  for  in  the  Writ  de  Excom- 
*•  municato  capiendo^    the  Party  ablolved  is  to  be 

*  fworn  ad  fervandum  Jus,   and  his  Oath  to  per- 

*  form  the  Law  in  this  Abfolution  is  not  grievous: 

*  Whereas  otherwife  the  Party  accufed  was  to  find 
'  Pledges  tor  the  fame.  Nay,  it  is  a  Liberty  to 
'  him,  when  upon  his  Oath  he  may  be  freed. 
'  And  fo  as  to  the  Bill,  he  thought  it  fiiteft  ihat 
'  it  fhould  be  firft  confidered  of  by  the  Bifliops  and 
«  Judges-of  the  Realm  before  it  were  read.' 

Mr.  Hetiry  Finch  fpoke  to  the  famePurpofe.  And 
then  Mr.  Oliver  St  John  fpoke  for  the  Bill.  *  It  hath 

*  been  the  Manner  of  this  Houfe  to  allow  a  M\%- 

*  ture  in  fpeaking,  and  after  the  Grave,  Honour- 
'  able  and  Wifeft,  then  to  hear  the  Meaneft  alfo* 
'  For  myfelf.  I  am  but  young,  yet  will  I  (hew 

*  unto  you  Matter  which  is  old.  In  Anfwer  to 
'  them  that  ipake  laft,    the  antient  Charier  of  this 

*  Realm  fayji,  Nullus  liber  Bomo,  kc.  which  is 
'  flatly   violated   by  Bifliops   Jurifdiclipn.     You 

*  know  what  Things  Thomas  Bee  he  t  flood  upon 
'  againft  the.  King,  which  Things  are  now  alfo 

*  crept  in.     And  for  more  full  Aniwer  of  one  that 

*  fpakc  before,  his  Antiquity  and  Prefcripiion  can- 
'  not  be  allowed  in  this  Government  for  any  Rea- 

*  fon ;  for  fo  were  the  Official  Proftitutes  to  take 
'  and  exact  Fees,  becaufe  Time  out  of  Mind  they 

*  had  done  f o ;    and  fet  it  down  that  it  was  an-  ' 
^  fvvered  in  the  Parliament  Houfe,    1  hat  Thieri?9* 

*  may  prefcribe  to  take  Purfes  on  Shooten-HiUy'h^-- 

*  caufe  Time  gut  of  Mind  they  had  done  fo. 

^  For  ihat  of  Inquifiticn^  it  fee  ms  to  him  (fpe- 
^  cially)  that  ffjake  Lift,  to  be  allowed  before  that 
<  Tryal  by  Accufation:  Firft,  By  reafon  of  the 
^  Antiqwity  of  the  Tryal.    But  it  cannot  be  proved 

•       '  lb 
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*  fo'ancient  as  the  Manner  of  Tryals  by  Accufa- ^""  ^'*"^*^p 
'  tions.     For  In  John^  the  adulterous  Woman  be-      'S9a-3'     -' 

*  ing  brought  to  Chriji,  he  alked  who  were  her 

*  Accufers?  And  for  that  Manner  of  Accufation, 
'■the  Lawyers  themfelves  fpeak  againft  it ;  for  one 
'  faith  of  it,  Ut  libere  fatear  quod  fentiam,    nun- 

*  quam  mihi  placehat.     For  Subfcription,  the  Statute 

*  alledged  is  meant  but  a  Subfcription  to  certain 

*  Articles  in  Religion,  and  not  a  Subfcription  in 

*  this  Form.    And  becaufe  it  is  allowed  in  Geneva ^ 

*  £o  to  allow  it  here,  that  is  no  Reafon.  For  in 
'  Geneva  there  be  many  Things  allowed,  which 
'  the  Party  fpeaking  would,  1  dare  fay,  be  loth  to 
'  have  ufed  here.     As  to  Abfolutioriy  there  is  no 

*  fuch  Oath  to  be  required  therein  in  our  Writ  de 
'  Excommunicato  capiendo^  as  was  faid.     So  I  think 

*  the  Bill  very  worthy  and  fit  to  be  read/ 

Sir  Robert  Cecil  anfwer'd,   *  I  am  unwilling  to 

*  fpeak,  yea,  I  fpeak  againft  my  Will ;  and  to  an- 
'  fwer  Speeches  well  ftudied  and  premeditated  upon 

*  the  fudden,  it  is  hard  for  me.     What  the  Bill 

*  containeth,  I  am  ignorant  of ;    and  whether  to 

*  allow  of  it  or  not,  I  will  fufpend  my  Opinion. 
'  To  fay  the  Truth,    the  Man  that  offered  it  was 

*  learned  and  wife,  and  one  whom  I  love;    yet  a 

*  Bill  to  be  offered  and  inforced  in  this  Sort,  being 

*  of  fuch  Effeft,  I  know  not  how  to  allow  of  it. 

*  For  her  Majefty  had  ftraitly  forbidden  to  meddle 

*  in  fuch  Cafes  ;  yet  not  forgetting  the  Caufe,  flie 
'  had,  in  her  Excellent  Wiidom, cared  and  intend- 

*  ed  that  a  Redrefs  fhould  be  had  of  Things  that 
'  are  amifs.     To  which  End  her  Majelly,  before 

*  the  Parliament  fummoned,  had  diredted  herLet- 

*  lers  to  the  Archbifl:iops  to  certify  her, 

'  Now  her  Highnels's  Care  for  our  Good  fhall 
'  be  prevented,    by  our   hafty  Speaking  of  thele 

*  Thiu'^'S  before  our  Time.     Sure  it  is  not  fit,  and 

*  her  Ma;efty  cannot  but  be  offended  at  it.     For 

*  the  Bill,  I  protell,   I  know  it  not;    but  it  feem- 

*  eth  to  contain  Things  needful.  Wherefore  it 
«  were  fitt-ft  it  fhould  be  commended  to  her  Ma- 
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•ueenEiiMbeth.  *  J^^^"'  ^"^  ^^  recommended  unto  us.     And  if  4' 

1592.3.     * '  may  do  this  OSce  and  Service  for  the  Houfe,  I 

'  will  in  all  dutiful  Love  and  Service  do  it.     But 

'  if  the  other  Courfe  be  taken,    I  fear  the  Things 

'  fought  will  be  denied  for  the  Violence  ufed  iivi£.* 

Then  Mr.  Speaker  faid^  *  In  Favour  "and  free 

*  Love,  above  my  Merits  or  Deferi,  you  have 

*  elected  me,    which  fhould  bind  me  to  do  all  my 

*  belt  Service,  and  to  be  faithful  toward  you.  This 
'  Bill  delivered  me  is  long,  and  containeth  impor- 

*  tant  Matters  of  great  Weight,  and  fuch  Matters 
'  as  cannot  be  exprcfled  in  few  Words.     It  hath 

*  many  Parts,  and  if  you  put  me  prefenlly  to  open 
'  it,  I  cannot  io  readily  underftand  it,  and  do  it 
'  as  I  fhould  ;    for  indeed  it  is  a  Matter  far  above 

*  my  ordinary  Practice  :  And  to  deliver  a  Thing 
'  before  I  conceive  it,  I  could  not.     Wherefore,  if 

*  it  would  pleale  you  to  give  me  leave  to  confider 
'  of  it,  I  proleft,  1  will  be  faithful,  and  keep  it 

*  with  all  Secrecy.*     ;    - 

«  Hereupon  the  Houfe  was  in  Queftion,  whether 
Which  IS  laid  jj.  {]-iould  be  committed  to  the  Speaker  only,  or  to 
offending"  thT  the  Privy-Council  and  him  :  But  it  was  holden  to 
Queen.  be  againft  the  Order  of  the  Houfe,  that  any  Bill 

fhould  b-*  committed  before  it  was  read.  There- 
fore, upon  a  Motion  made  by  Mr.  iVrath^  it  was 
agreed,  that  Mr.  Speaker  (hould  have  it,' 

DebitcontheBiii  The  fame  Day,  in  a  Debate  on  the  Bill  relating  to 

rfLt'i«5toi<.ccu-  Recufants,  Mr  Nathaniel Ba.on  faid,  'The Children 

i-a^.  '  might  not  be  committed  to  the  Bifliop  of  the 

'  Diocefe,  becaufis  their  Chancellors  are  fo  much 

*  affedted  to  the  Canon  Law,  that  fome  are  in- 

*  feded  with  Popifll  Religion.     Bcfijles,  the  Office 

*  of  Bifhops  is  to  preach;  and  this  Duty  in  the 
'  one  Calling  fhould  not  be  hindered  by  other 
'  Affairs  committed  to  their  Care.  Wherefore 
'  fitter  it  is,  that  the  Juftices  of  Aflizc  fliould 

*  have  the  Appointment  of  them. 

Sir  Eaiviird  Stafford.  *  It  mav  be  the  Party  ii. 

*  tnemy  to  him  to  whom  the  Child  is  committed, 

'  iheic- 
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*  therefore  the  Commitmem  ought  to  be  by  two  Queen  EHzabctM 

*  or  three.*  »59»-5' 

Mr  fVroth  faid,  *  The  Law  hath  no  Provifo  for 

*  Leafes,  nor  Remedy  is  appointed,  as  by  the  Dil- 
'  trefs  or  otherwife,  how  the  Guardian  is  to  come 

*  by  the  Money  appointed  to  him  for  the  Cuftody 

*  of  the  Child  of  a  Recufant.     And  it  were  fit  to 

*  make  a  Provifo  that  no  Party,   being  next  Heir 

*  to  the  Child,  fhould  be  his  Guardian.     And  the 

*  Recufant  not  to  forfeit  Ten  Pounds  a  Month 

*  for  the  Keeping  of  his  Wife ;  otherwife  for 
'  keeping  of  Servants  Recufants.*  After  all  thefe 
Speeches,  it  was  agreed  to  commit  the  Bill  to  all 
of  the  Privy  Council  and  many  other  Members. 

On  the  28  th  of  February,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they 
had  confidered  of  the  Supply,  and  had  agreed  that 
two  entire  Subftdies,  and  four  Fifteenths  and  Tenths , 
fhould  be  granted  to  her  Majefty,  if  the  Houfe 
fhould  think  fit.  Upon  which  the  Queftion  was 
put,  and  it  was  agreed  by  the  whole  Houfe  that 
the  faid  Supply  (huuld  be  granted.  Then  Mr  Na- 
thaniel Bacon,  one  of  the  Committee,  informed 
the  Houfe  that  it  was  alfo  agreed  by  them,  That 
the  prefent  Neceffities  of  the  State,  moving  them 
to  grant  the  faid  double  Taxes,  might  be  entered 
in  the  Bill. 

Sir  Henry  Knivett  fpoke  next,   *  Allowing  the 

*  Subfidies,  but  withal  defired  thefe  Things :  Firft,  ^""rther  Debate 
'  That  it  might  be  lawrul  for  every  Subjed  to  °''  '^'  ^"''^'y* 
'  annoy  the  King  of  Spa  n  that  would,  that  weak 

*  Forces  might  not   be  fpent  againft  him,  but  a 

*  Royal   Army.      That   we   fhould  not  wreflle 

*  with  him   on  our  own  Grou'd,  but  Abroad. 

*  Further,  that  all   '  er  Majeily's  Debtors  might 

*  be  called  in,  and  her  M^^jelly   '.o  h  ive  Power  to 

*  fell  all  the  Debt  ,rs  L  nd-.  of"  whdt  Eftate  fcever 

*  they  were  feized  o^.     No  S^ewaid  or  ComifTio- 

*  ner  but  to  anlwer  her  MijCity  the  Royal  Fines 

*  an4 
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Qa«en Elizabeth. '  and  Suois  thcy  received.     All  her  Woods  to  be 
x59t-3.      t  viewed,  and  the  great  Timber  to  be  for  Sale, 

*  the  Copy-Wood  to  be  fold  to  encreafe  theReve- 
'  nues.  Licences  granted  to  any  to  have  Benefit 
',  of  penal  Statutes,  to  be  taken  in  j  and  the  whole 

*  Benefit  of  Inns  and  Alehoufes  to  come  to  the 
■f  Queen.     By  this  new  Statute  againft  Recufants, 

*  their  Children  to  be  committed  to  Perfons   of 

*  found  Religion.     The  whole  Benefit  of  iheir 

*  Relief  and  Living  to  come  to  the  Q^ieen,  dedudt- 
f  ingonly  Charges  for  Education  of  Children. 

Serjeant  iS^rr/';  agreed  on  iheSubfidy,  '  Becaufe 

*  Parhaments  were  feldom,  whereas  by  the  Statute 

*  of  4  Edward  in.  they  may  be  called  every  Year. 

*  The  S'vjbfidies  to  be  granted  to  maintain  Wars ; 
'  but  whether  it  be  War  or  no  War;  as  yet  we 

*  know  not :  And  the  Things  which  we  take  from 

*  the  Spaniard  is  doubted  by  many  not  to  be  lawful 

*  Prize.     Therefore  defires  in  the  Subfidies  to  have 

*  it  fet  down,  that  thofe  Subiidies  be  to  maintain  a 

*  War  irapuliive  and  dei'cnfive  againft  the  Spaniard,* 

Sir  JValttr  Raleigh  feconded  his  Speech,  agree- 
ing in  all  Things  with  the  Serjeant,  and  faid,  *  He 

*  knew  many  that  held  it  not  lawful  in  Confci- 

*  ence,  as  ihe  Time  i?,  to  take  from  the  Spani- 

*  ards  :  And  he  knew,  that  if  it  might  be  lawful 

*  and  open  Vv^ar,  there  would  be  more  voluntary 

*  Hands  to  fight  againft  the  Spaniard^  than  the 
'  Queen  fhould  ftand  in  Need  of  to  fend  to  Sea. 

*  After  the  former  and  other  like  Speeches,  in 
%vhich  alfo  fome  had  moved,  that  to  make  the 
Wars  againft  the  King  of  Spain  and  hisSubjedts 
lawful  and  warrantable,  it  fliould  be  infened  into 
the  Preamble  of  the  faid  Bill  [That  fo  great  and 
extraordinary  Supply  was  at  this  Time  given  for 
the  rcfifting  of  his  Power  and  preventing  of  his 
Malice]  it  was  ordered  '  That  a  Comniittee,  confift- 
ing  of  all  the  Serjeants  at  Law,  and  lever.il  other 
Members,  be  appointed  lo  draw  the  Articles  and 
Preamble  of  the  laid  Bill  accordingly  ;  to  the  End 
the  lame  being  coiilidcrcd  cf  afitrv'ards  by  ihii 

tlo'Jic 
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Houfe,    may  be  delivered  by  Mr  Speaker  to  her  QJi"" ^l'"l»<:tl»' 
Majefty's  learned  Counfel,  for  the   framing  and         ^IS^-S- 
drawing  of  the  faid  Bill/ 

Notwithftanding  all  this,  the  Houfe  went  on 
but  flowly  in  the  Matter  ;  occafioned  by  an  Affair 
of  another  Nature,  which  will  appear  in  the  Sequel. 

March  I  ft,  the  Houfe  was  informed  that  two 
Mellengers  from  the  Lords  attended  at  the  Door. 
After  being  let  in,  they  acquainted  ihe  Houfe  *  That 
'  their  Lordftiips  had  fent  them,  to  put  this  Houfe  ^  MefTage  from 

*  in  Mind  of  what  the  Lord  Keeper  had  intimated  the  Lords  to haf- 

*  in  his  Speech,  on  the  firft  Day  of  this  Parliament,  *«"  '<=• 

*  concerning  the  Neceffities  of  the  State  and  Pro- 
'  vifion  of  Money  to  be  made  againft  the  great 

*  and  imrtiinent  Danger  this  Realm  was  threatened 
'  with  from  its   mighty  Enemies,      That   their 

*  Lqrdfhips  expefted  to  have  heard  from  the  Com* 

*  mons,  about  this  Matter,  before  this  Time; 
'  and  therefore  had  omitted  to  do  any  Thing  in  it 
'  themfelves.     But  now  they  defired  this  Houfe 

*  would  appoint  a  Committee,  to  confer  with  their 

*  Lordfhips  about  this  Bulinefs,  according  to  the 

*  antient  and  laudable  Ufage  of  both  Houfes.*     On  ^  conference 
which  MefTage  a  Committee  was  appointed  ac-  appointed  theia- 
cordingly,    who  were  to  confer  with  a  certain  "pO'i* 
Number  of  the  Lords  that  Afternoon. 

*  The  next  Day  Sir  Robert  Cecill^  one  of  the 
Committees  appointed  by  this  Houfe  for  Confe- 
rence with  the  Committees  of  the  Lords,  fhewed, 
'  That  he  and  the  Refidue  of  the  Committees  of 

*  this  Houfe  did  Yefterday,  in  the  Afternoon,  repair 
'  unto  the  faid  Committees  of  the  Lords  at  the 

*  Place  appointed,  where  the  Lord  Treafurer  of 

*  Etiglafid,  in  the  Name  of  the  Refidue  of  the  faid 

*  Committees  of    the  Lords,    (hewed  unto  the 

*  Committees  of  this  Houfe  the  great  and  pre- 
'  fent  Need  of  Piovifion  of  Treafure  to  be  em- 
'  ployed  for  the  Defence  of  the  Realm  againft 
'  the  Invafion  of  the  great  and  mighty  Enemies 

*  unto  this  Realm  and  State  ;  and  (hewing  further, 
'  that  the  double  Subftdy  and  Fifteenths  and  Tenths 

S  laftly. 
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Queen  Elizabeth.  *  laftly  granted  unto  her  Majeftv,  anwunting  but 
1591-3.      *  unto  two  hundred  and  fourfcore  thoufand  Pounds, 

*  her  Majefty  hath  neverthelefs,  in  thel'e  Defenfive 

*  Wars,   expended  of  her  own  Treal'ure  alone, 
«  ten  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  Pounds  fince  the 

*  Time  of  the  granting  of  the  faid  double  Subftdy 

*  and  of  the  faid  Fifteenths  and  Tenths.  And  that 
«  therefore  their  Lordihips,  weighing  the  great  pre- 

*  fentNecefTity  of  greater  and  more  fpeedy  Supply 

*  of  Treai'ure  to  be  had  than  two  entire  5;^(^/W/W 

*  and  four  Fifteenths.^  do  negatively  affirm,  that 

*  their  Lordfhips  will  not  give,  in  any  wife,  their 
'  Aflents  to  pafs  any  Adl  in  their  Houfe  of  lefs 

*  than  three  entire  Subfidies,  to  be  paid  in  the  three 

*  next  Years,  at  two  Payments  in  every  of  the 
<  fame  Years;  the  firft  to  begin  foon  afier  the  next 

*  Eafier,  and  the  fecond  foon  after  the  next  Mi- 
'  ehaelmaSy  and  fo  yearly  after  Eajier  and  Michael- 
'  mas  during  the  faid  three  Years.     And  that  as  to 

*  what  Proportion  of  Benevolence,  or  unto  how 

*  much  their  Lordfhips  would  gl  e  their  All'ents  in 

*  that  Behalf,  they  wouid  not  as  then  (hew  unto 

*  the  faid  Committees  of  this  Houfe.  But  infilling 
«  for  Conference  again  to  be  had,  he  further  urged, 

*  that  this  Houfe  might  be  moved  to  yield  a  greater 

*  Supply.     To  which   End  he  alledged,   that  the 

*  ufuallate  Subfidies  were  very  fmall,  and  were  al- 
«  fo  impofed,  for  the  mod  Part,  upon  the  meaner 

*  Sort  of  her  Majefty's  Subjeds  >  declaring,  that 

*  he  knew  one  Shire  of  this  Realm,  wherein  there 

*  were  many  Men  of  good  Living  and  Counte- 

*  nance,  but  none  of  them,  in  the  faid  laft  Subfidies, 

*  afl'efl'ed  at  above  fourfcore  Pound  Lands /><'r  jln- 

*  num.     And  that   in   the    City  of  London  alio, 

*  where  the    greateft   Par:  of  the  Riches  of   the 

*  Realm  are,   there  was  no  one  aflefled  at  above 

*  two  hundred  Pound  Goods  a  Man,  and  that 
'  not  yet  pad  above  four  or  live  fuch.'  Which 
Speech,  in  EfFedl,  being  ended,  *  He,  in  Con- 
*clufion,  referred  the  further  Confideration  there- 
?  of  to  the  Gravity  of  the  Houfe.' 

Mr 
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Mr  Francis  Bacon^  as  foon  as  Sir  Robert  CecillQ^fcn  Elizabeth, 
had  made  an  End  of  the  former  Report  of  ihe  Bu-        i59a-3» 
linefs,   fpcke    next.      *  He   yielded  to  the  Subfi- 
'  dy,    but  mifliked  that   this  Houfe   {hould   join 

*  with  the  Upper   Houfe  in  the  Granting  of  it. 

'  For  the  Cuftom  and  Privilege  of  this  Houfe  hath^jj;^},   ,,gj„g 
'  always  been,  fifft  to  make  OlFer  of  the  Subfidies  reported,  occafi- 

*  from  hence,  then  to  the  Upper  Houfe  j  except  it  onsgreatDebatcs. 

*  were  that  they  prefent  a  Bill  unto  this  Houfe, 
'  with  Defire  of  our  Aflent  thereto,  and  then  to 
'  fend  it  up  again.  And  Reafon  it  is,  that  we 
'  fhould  ftand  upon  our  Privilege,  feeing  the  Bur- 
'  then  refteth  upon  us,  as  the  greateft  Number  ; 
'  nor  is  it   Reafon  the  Thanks  fliould  be  theirs. 

*  And  in  joining   with  them  in  this  Motion,  we 

*  (hall  derogate  from  ours  ;  for  the  Thanks  will  be 
'  theirs,  and  the   Blame  ours,  they  being  the  firft 

*  Movers. 

'  Wherefore  I  wifli,  that,  in  this  Adion,  we 

*  (hould  proceed,  as  heretofore  we  have  done,  apart 
'  by  ourfelves,  and  not  join  with  their  Lordfhips. 

*  And  to  fatisfy  them,  whoexpedan  Anlwer  from 

*  us  To-morrow,  fome  Anfwerfliould  be  made  in 

*  obfequious  and  dutiful  Manner.' 

Then  out  of  his  Bofom  he  drew  an  Anfwer,  fra- 
med by  himfelf,  to  this  EfFe6t ;  *  That  they  had 
'  conlidered    of    their    Lordfhips     Motion,    and 

*  thought  upon  it  as  was  fit ;  and,  in  all  Willing- 

*  nefs,  would  addrefs  themfelves  to  do  as  fo  great  a 

*  Caufe  deferved.     To  join  with  them,  he  faid, 

*  he  could  not,  but  with  Prejudice  to  the  Privilege 

*  of  the  faid  Houfe.  Wherefore  he  defined,  as 
'  they  were  wont,  fo  that  now  they  might  pro- 

*  ceed  herein  by  themfelves,  apart  from  their  Lord- 
*^  fhips ;  and  that  they  might  do  it  without  Dif- 
'  content.     To  this  Purpole  he  cited  a  Precedent 

*  in  Henry  VII  Ith's  Time  (Z*),  where  Cardinal  JVol- 

*  fey  came  down  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

*  and  informed  them  what  Neceffity   there  was  of 

*  a  Subfidy  ;  and  that  thereupon  the  Houfe  took  it 

*  to  Confideration,  apart   by  themfelves,  and   at 

*  large 

{h)  See  the  Proceedings  hereupon,  in  Vol,  III,  p.  i<)  et  fej. 
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fta««nEii»ab«rfj.  *  large  granted  it.     By  which  it  flioald  feem  that 
i59«-3-      t  he  did  infer,  that  the  Lords  might    indeed  give 

*  Notice  unto  the  fald  Houie  of  Commons,  what 
'  Need  or  Danger  there  was,  but  ought  not  to 
'  prefcribe  them  what  to  give,  as  at  the  Meeting 

*  of  the  Committee  the  Lord  Treafurerhad  done.' 

'  Whereupon  the  Houfe  order'd,  that  the  former 
Committee  fliould  meet  agam  in  the  Afternoon. 
And  being  met  accordingly,  great  Part  thereof  was 
fpent  in  arguing  what  the  Matter  was  which  was  re- 
ferred unio  them  by  the  Houfe ;  whether  a  Subfidy 
(hould  be  yielded,  and  that  fignified  for  an  Anfwcr 
from  them  to  the  Lords :  Or  whether  the  Com- 
mittees were  only  toconiider  of  an  Anfwer  accor- 
ding to  Mr  Bacon'^  Motion,  '  That  this  Houfe 
would  alone,  by  themfelves,  confider  of  the  Sub- 
fidy, without  joining.' 

Thefe  following  fpake  for  the  Subfidy,  -cfpecially 
inforclng  the  Neceffity  of  it. 

Sir   William  Moore   fliewed,  firft,    *  That  her 

*  Majefty  had  more  Caule  to  have  theSubfidv  than 
'  had  H.  VIII.  E.  VI.  or  Queen  Mary,  for  Hen- 
'  ry%  Wars  continued  not,  tho'  they  were  violent  for 

*  the  Time.     His  Wars  wereimpujfiveand  not  de- 

*  fenfive.     He  had  the  Suppreflion  of  all  the  Ab- 

*  bies,  a    Matter  of  great  Riches  unto  him.     He 

*  had  a  Benevolence,  and  then  a  Subfidy,  paid  with- 
«  in  three  Months.  Edward  VI.  had  Chantries,  and 

*  all  the  Church- Plate,  for  Relief,  paid  him.  Queen 
'  Mary  had  a  Relief  paid  her,  which  (he  never  re- 

*  paid.     But  her  Majefty  that  now  is,  hath  been  a 

*  continual  Defence  of  her  own  Realm  and  her 
'  Neighbour's  Kingdoms,  England Jreland,  France^ 

*  and    the  Low  Countiies ;  yet  hath  fhe  repaid  the 

*  Loans,  and  had  not  fuch  Helps. 

Sir  George  Carey  faid,  *  I  fpeak  for  the  Subfidy, 

*  ffiift  aniwering  one  that  had  faid,  *  We  mull 
*'  regard  them  and  their  Eftates  for  whom  we  arc 
"  here)'  faying,  he  regarded  and  came  for  them  as 

*  was  meet;  and  they  wil!  more  thank  us  for  tak- 

*  ing  fomewhat  from  them,  than  if  we  fhould  a- 

*  bandon 


0/^   E  N  G  L  A  N  D.      385 

*  bandon  them  and  leave  them  and  all  that  they  Queen  Elizabeth. 

*  have  to  the  Spoil  of  the  Enemy;  which  will  be,       is9a-3» 
'  if,  with  our  Forces,  we  provide  not  to  withftand 

*  them.     For  imminent   Dangers  hang  over  our 

*  Heads,   and  are  intended   to    us  this  ^Summer. 

*  The  Spaniard  ahezdy  hath  fent  fcven  thoufand 

*  Piftoles  of  Gold  into  Scotland,  to  corrupt  the  No- 

*  bility  J    and,   to    the    King,    twenty   thoufand 

*  Crowns  now  lately  were  difpatch'd,  out  ofFrance^ 
*■  into  Scotland^  for  the  Levying  of  three  thoufand, 
'  which  the  Scottijh  Lords  have  promifed  ;  and 
'  the  King  of  <S/>^/«  will  levy  thirty  thoufand  more, 

*  and   give  them  all  Pay.     Her  Majefty  is  deter- 

*  mined  to  fend  Sir  Francis  Drake   to  Sea,  to  en- 

*  counter  them  with  a  great  Navy.     Wherefore 

*  this  our  Danger  is  to  be  prevented,  and  thofe  her 

*  Majefty's  infinite  Charges  by  us  to  be  fupplled.* 

Sir  Waiter  Raleigh  fpake  for  the  Subfidy,  not  only 

Cas  he  protefted)   to  pleafe  the  Queen,   to  whom 

he  was  infinitely  bound  above  his  Deferts,  but  for 

the  Neceffily  he  both  faw  and  knew.     *  He  very 

well  difcovered  the  great  Strength  of  the  King  of 

Spain.     And,  to  fnew  his  Mightinefs,    he  told 

how  he  poflefTed  all  the  World.     As  alfo,  that 

his  Malice  and  111  Purpofe  was  evident  to  this 

Realm  :  He  fhewed  how,  on  every  Side,  he  had 

beleaguered  us. 

*  In  Denmark.,  the  King  being  youngs  he  had 
corrupted  the  Council  and  Nobility,  fo  as  he 
was  very  like  to  fpecd  himfelf  of  Shipping  from 
thence.  In  the  Marine  Towns  of  the  Low 
Countriei.,  and  in  Norway.,  he  laid  in  great  Store 
of  Shipping.  In  France  he  had  the  Parliament- 
Towns  at  his  Command  In  Brit  any  he  had  all 
the  belt  Havens.  And  in  Scot!a?id  he  had  fo  cor- 
rupted ihe  Nobility,  that  he  had  promiled  them 
Forces  to  re-eftablifh  Papijiry.  That  they  were 
ready  to  join  with  any  foreign  Forces  that  would 
make  them  Strong,  to  be  by  themlelves,  and  to 
refill  others.  For,  as  he  thought  there  were  not 
fix  Gentlemen  of  that  Country  of  one  Rehgion. 
Vol.  IV.  B  b  '  In 
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<jueefttlizabeth»*  In  his  own  Country  there  is  all  pofTible  Repait- 
iS9»-3-      '  i^^c*  ^"^  ^^  J^  coming  with  fixty  Galjies,  befides 

*  other  Shipping,  with  Purpol'e  to  annoy  us.     We 

*  muft  then  have  no  Ships  (if  he  invade  us)  riding 

*  at  Anchor  ;  all  will    be  little  enough  to  with- 

*  ftand  him.  At  his  Coming,  he  fully  determineth 

*  to  get  Plymouthy  or  at  leaft  to  pofiefs  Ibme  of  the 

*  Havens,  this  Summer,  within  our  Land.  And 
%■*  Plymouth  is  a  Place  of  moft  Danger,  for  no  Ord- 
^*  nance  can  be  carried  thither  to  remove  him ;   the 

'  Paflages  will  not  give  Leave.     Now  the  Way 
'  to  defeat  him  is  this.  To  fend  a  Royal  Army  to 

*  fupplant  him  in  Britany\  and  to  pofTefs  ourfelves 

*  there  ;  and  to  fend  a  ftrong  Navy  to  Sea,  and 

*  to  lie  with  it  upon  the  Cape  and  fuch  Places  as 

*  his  Ships  bring  his  Riches  to,  that  they  may  let 

*  upon  all  that  come.     This  we  are  able  to  do, 
'  and  undoubtedly  vv'ith  fortunate  Succefs,   if  we 

*  undertake  it.' 

To  make  this  Matter  as  (hort  as  poflible,  and  not 
omit  any  materi:;l  Argument. — The  Committee, 
for  confidering  of  an  Anfwer  to  be  given  to  the 
LordSi  on  their  laft  Meflage,  came  to  this  Relblu- 
tiort,  *  That  it  was  the  Opinion  of  the  Majority 
'  to  grant  another  Conference  with  the  Lords,  if 

*  the  Houfe  fhould  think  fit.' 

But  Mr  IVroth^  one  of  the  laid  Committee,  ftood 
up  and  faid,  '  That  he  diflented  from  the  Queftion, 

*  and  neither  gave  his  Ailent  in  the  Committee,  nor 

*  would  now  do  it,  that  any  Conference  fhould  be 
'  had  with  the  Lords  in  this  Cafe.     For,  that,  in 

*  his  Opinion,  the  fame  woulU  be  very  prejudicial 
'  to  the  antient  Liberties  and   Privileges  of    ibis 

*  Hpufe,  and  to  its  Authority.' 

Mr  BeaU^  another  Member,  feconded  Mr 
JVroth^  '  He  infilled  upon  their  Maintenance  of  the 

*  ufual  and  antient  Liberties  and  Privileges  of  this 

*  Houfe  in  treating  oi"  Subfidies,  Contributions,  and 

*  other  like  Benevolences,  among  themielves;  with- 
'  out  any    Conference  therein  at  all  had  or  ufed 

*  with  the  Lords  of  the  Higher  Houli: :  Apd  gave 

'an 
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an  Inftance  of  a  former  Precedent  in  the  like  Cafe;  Queen Elkabetli 

and  offered  to  Ihew  that  the  fame  Precedent  to      ^592-3. 

this  Houfe,  was  followed  in  the  9th  of  Hen.  4, 

The  two  Houfes  beingdivided  about  the  Subiidy, 

and  the  Higher  Houfe  defiring  a  greater  Siibfidy 

than  was  granted  by  the  Lower  Houfe ;  hereupon 

twelve,  that    were  fent  as  Committees  to  the 

Lords,  came  down,  and  informed  what  was  de- 

fired  by  the  Upper  Houfe  ;  namely  a  greater  Sub- 

fidy  ;  and,   to  that  End,  Conference  to  be  had 

with  them  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.     The 

Commons  thought  themfelves  grieved  therewith, 

and  fo  returned  their  Anfwer,  That  they  would 

conlider  what  was  rneet  to  be  done  in  fo  general  a 

Matter,  but  thought  the  Conference  a  Derogation 

to  the  Privilege  of  the  Houfe.     Hereupon  the 

Kinganfwered,  That  he  could  not,  neither  was 

it  fit,  to  violate  the  Privilege  of  his  Commons,  but 

in  all  Things  he  thought  it  juft  to  prefer  them.* 

The  Court- Party   were   very   earneil   for   this" 
Conference.     Sir  Robert  Ci?fz7i poke  again.  *He  put 

*  the  Houfe  in  Mind  of  the  great  and  urgent  Ne- 
'  ceflity,  for  the  fpeedy  Prevention  and  Avoiding  of 
'  the  great  an  J  imminent  Perils  and  Dangers  of  this' 

*  Realm  and  State,  to  be  effected  both  by  Ccnful- 
'  tation  and  alfo  by  Provifion  of  Treafure  ;  and 
'  thinkerh  good   that   Conference  of   this  Houfe 

*  v/ere  had  with  the  Lords,  as  a  Matter  Very  be- 
'  hoofFul :     Efpecially   for    that   their  Lordfhips, 

*  fome  of'heni  being  of  her  Majefty's  Privy-Coun- 
'  cil,  do  know  both  the  Purpoies  and  Strength  of 
'  the  Enemies  on  the  one  Side,  and  alfo  her  Maje- 
'  Ity's  prefent  Store  of  Treafure,  more  or  lejs,  on 

*  the  other  Side,  m  :ch  better  than    thofe  of  this' 

*  Hrufe  do      Refolvcih,  for  his  own  Opinion,  ftill 

*  to  g^ve  his  Confent.  I  hat  Confeience  be  had 
•^  therein  with  the  Lords,  by  the  Committees  of  this 
'  Houfe  ;  according  to  their  Lordfhip's  faid  former 

*  Motion  and  Requeft  for  the  fame.' 

Sir  iPillium  Brunker  flood  up,  and,    *   He  recit- 

*  ing  the  faid  great  prefcnt  Neceflity  of  Confultati- 

B  b  2  *  on 
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Que€«EiiMi)«th. '  on  and  Provifion,  and  that  it  cannot  \k.  oiherwife, 
1591-3.      '  but  that  the  Proponion  of  convenient  Supply  of 

*  Treafure,  anfwerable  to  the  Greatnefs  of  the  Dan- 
'  gers  which  are  imminent,  muft   needs  require  a 

*  greater  Mafs  of  Trealure  to  be  had,  than  hath 
'  been  as  yet  treated  of  in  any   Refolution  by  this 

*  Houfe.*  Then  the  Speaker  put  the  Queftion, 
For  a  Conference  or  not?  And,  on  a  Divifion 
of  the  Houfe,  it  was  carried,  in  the  Negative^  217 
againft  128. 

After  this,  it  was  thought  proper  to  appoint  a 
Committee  to  wait  upon  the  Lords,  and  acquaint 
fhem  with  their  laft  Refolution,  in  as  foft  Terms  as 
poflible.  Who,  returning,  made  Report,  That 
their  Lordfhips  well  hoped  that  this  Houfe  would 
have  granted  their  Requefl:.  However,  they  defired 
the  Commons  to  take  due  Care  for  a  Ipeedy  and  a 
proper  Supply,,  according  to  the  prefling  Neceflity 
of  the  State:  And  to  fee  thele  Precedents  on  which 
the  Conference  was  denied. 

But  this  Matter  was  again  refumed  the  next 
Day,  March  5th.  at  which  Time  the  aforefaid  Mr. 
Beale  ftocd  up  and  defired  to  fatisfy  the  Houfe, 
'  By  reafon  it  was  conceived  by  the  Lords  the 

*  other  Day,   that  upon  his  Motion,  and  by  his 

*  Precedent  fliewed,    the  Houfe  was  led  to  deny  a 

*  Conference  with  the  Lords,  he  acknowledged  he 

*  had  miftaken  the  Queftion   propounded.     For 

*  there  being  but  a  Conference  defired   by   the 

*  Lords,    and  no  Confirming  of  any  Thing  they 

*  had  done,  he  thought  we  might,  and  it  was  fit 

*  we  fhould  confer.     And  to  this  End  only,  he 

*  {hewed  the  Precedent,  That  in  the  9th  Year  of 

*  Henry  IV.  the  Commons  having  granted  a  Sub- 
'  fidy,  which  the  Lords  thought  too  little,  and 

*  they  agreed  to  a  greater,  and  would  have  the 
'  Commons  to  confirm  that  which  they  had  done; 

*  this  the  Commons  thought  they  could  not  do 
'  without  Prejudice  to  this  Houfe.     Wherefore  he 

*  acknowledged  himfelf  miftaken  m  the  Queftion, 

*  and  defired  if  any  were  led  by  him,  to  be  fatif- 

*  fied,  for   that  he  would  have  been  of  another 

♦  Opi- 
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Opinion  if  he  had  conceived  the  Matter  as  it  was  Queen Elit^bcth. 
meant/  '5^*-3- 

Sir  Thomas  Heneage  *  propounded  the  Queftion 
anew,  and  thought  that  with  the  Privilege  of 
the  Hou(e,  and  by  Precedents  to  be  fhewed,  there 
had  been  Conference  with  the  Lords  ufed  upon 
the  like  Motion.' 

Sir  John  Wolley  thought,  '  That  the  former  De- 
nial grew  upon  miftaking  of  the  Queftion,  and 
upon  better  Confideration  would  have  the  Mat- 
ter reverfed,  and  now  to  aflent  to  that  which 
was  denied  before.' 

Sir  Henry  Knivelt  moved,  '  That  for  the  Free- 
dom of  the  Houfe,  it  might  be  concluded  a- 
mongft  them,  a  Matter  anfwerablc  at  the  Bar, 
for  any  Man  to  report  any  Thing  of  any  Speech 
ufed,  or  Matters  done  in  this  Houfe.' 

Sir  Henry  Upton  fpake  *  in  Defence  of  the  for- 
mer Proceedings  of  the  Houfe,  and  fhewed  how 
it  had  proceeded  ;  firft,  agreeing  to  a  double  Sub' 
ftdy  and  four  Fifteenth  ;  this  being  offered,  and 
the  Lords  thinking  it  feemed  little,  and  confider- 
ing  the  prefent  NecefTity,  the  Lack  of  Payment 
of  Subfidies,  and  the  true  Rating  of  Subfidies 
over  that  they  were  wont  to  be,  they  defired  a 
Conference  with  the  Lower  Houfe,  giving  Rea- 
fons  of  great  Importance  for  a  greater  Aid ;  and 
they  gave  us  a  Tafte  of  what  was  needful,  as 
three  Subfidies  at  the  leaft  j  and  upon  thofe  great 
Caufes  defired  a  Conference  the  next  Day.  This 
being  delivered  unto  tlie  Houfe  by  one  of  the 
Committees  fent  to  the  Lords,  the  Houfe  upon 
Confideration  thought  it  not  to  ftand  with  their 
Privilege  to  confer  with  their  Lordfhips  in  Mat- 
ter o'i  Subfidies,  becaufe  it  was  the  Liberty  of 
the  Houfe  to  make  Offer  themfelves  to  her  Ma- 
i<^fly.  And  in  regard  it  flood  not  with  the  Pri- 
\  ilege  of  this  Houfe  to  confer  with  the  Lords, 
hereupon  ihcy  advife  upon  an  Anfwer  to  be 
made  unto  the  Lords,  wherein  they  (hould  give 
Them  Tiianks  that  they  had  vouchfafed  to  con- 
B  b  ?  *  fer 
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<ioeen  Elizabeth.'  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^"^  °^  ^^'^  Houfe;    but  ftiewed,  that 
»i9*-3'       '  'W'th  ^^^  Privilege  of  the  Houfe  they  could  not 
?  have    Conference    with    them    in   Matter    of 
5  Subjidy. 

*  Further  he  thought  the  Houfe  much  injured, 

*  that  they  fhould  be  reported  to  be  againft  the 
'  SubfJy\  and  the  Parties  injured,  who  fpeaking 
f  the  laft  Day  againft  the  Subfidy^  their  Names 

*  were  given  up,  and  were  noted  for  it  to  the 

*  Queen. 

*  And  now  my  Motion  is,  that  we  muft  con- 

*  fer  with  the  Lords  upon  the  Subfidy^   but  not  in 

*  any  fort  to  be  conformed  therein  unto  them. 

*  And  for  that  Occafion  paft,  he  defired  that  Mr. 
^  Speaker  might  be  fent  and  report  the  Truth  of 

*  the  whole  Matter  and  Manner  of  our  Proceed- 
'  ings.' 

Sir  Robert  Cecill  fpakc  next  and  faid,    '  I  de^ 

*  fire  now  I  may  be  lomcwhat  long,  becaufe  1 
^  muft  include  an  Anfwer  to  three  Speeches. 
^  Thofe  two  honourable  Perfons  that  fit  above, 
'  the  one  of  them  declared  the  true  State  of  the 
'  Queftion,  the  other  what  was  fit  we  fhould  do. 
f  But  my  Anfwer  fhall  tend  only  to  thofe  Taleg 

*  that  followed.  The  firft  was  a  kind  of  Satisfac- 
'  tion  for  a  former  Miftaking;  but  in  the  fameSa- 

*  tisfiidion,  a  new  Miftaking  was  alfo}  which  was 
^  by  way  of  Information,  cafting  it  into  the  Houfe, 

*  thn  the  Qiieen  fhould  feem   to  demand  three 

*  Subfidies.     Now    the   Queen   never    demanded 

*  three,  nor  one.  So  there  is  a  new  Miftaking 
'  added  to  the  former  Satisfadion. 

'  The  fccond  Mm's  Motion  thus  far  I  allow, 
'  That  the  Counfel  of  this  Houfe  be  fecretly  kept, 
'  and  that  nothing  be  reported  /;;  mauim  partem: 

*  But  if   his  Meaning  be,  that  we  may  not  im- 

*  part  any  Thing  that  is  done  here  unto  the  Queen, 

*  but  that  all  Things  muft  be  fecret  from  her,    I 

*  am  altogether  a':^ainft  it.  i  his  only  1  fhould  de- 
'  fire,  what  ouL^ht  to  be  obfcrvcd.  That  nothing 
\  ought  to  be  reported  unto  her  in  niakm  partem. 

*  The 
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*  The  third  Man's  Motion  confifled  of  three  Queen Elizabetli, 

*  Points.     The  firft  was  News,    the  fecond  was      ^Sd^-l'-V 
'  Hiftory,  and  the  third  and  lall  a  Motion.     His 

*  News  was,    that  Men's  Names  were  given  up  to 

*  the  Qi^ieen.  This  was  News.  For  I  heard  it 
'  not  before.  The  Hiftory  Was  a  lar:?e  Report  of 
'  the  Progrefs  of  this  Matter.     His  Motion  was, 

*  that  we  fhould  confer  with  the  Lords  about  a 
'  Subfidy^  but  not  conclude  a  Subfidy  with  them, 

*  His  Manner  feems  contrary  to  his  Meaning,  or 
'  elfe  is  more  than  ever  was  rneant;  for  it  was  ne- 

*  ver  defired  of  us  by  the  Lords,  that  we  {hould 

*  confer  with  them  about  a  Subfidy ^ 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh   fpake    next    and  moved, 

*  That  feeing  the  Divifion  of  the  Houie  the  laft 
'  Day  grew,  as  he  conceived,  upon  the  Miftaking 

*  of  the  Queftion  ;  and  that  lince  fome  had  report- 

*  ed  unto  him,  that  had  the  Queftion  been  pro- 
'  pounded.  Whether  they  fhould  only  yield  to  a 

*  Conference  in  general  with  the  Lords,  they 
'-  would  not  have  been  againft  it;  therefore  he  de- 
'  fired   Mr.  Speaker  to  put  it   to  the  Queftion, 

*  Whether  they  fhould  confer  with  the  Lords  ge- 
'  neralJy  or  not,  without  naming  a  Subfidy?'  This 
Motion  being  well  liked,  Sir  Pf  alter  Raleigh  was 
defired  by  the  Houfe,  to  repeat  it  again,  that  fo 
it  might  be  the  better  heard  of  them  all.  And 
thereupon  he  faid,  '  That  touching  the  aforeiaid 
'  Queftion  which  had  received  a  No  upon  Saturday 
'  laft  foregoing,  he  v/ould  not  make  it  a  Queftion 
'  again,  for  by  the  Oi-der  of  the  Houfe  he  could 
'  not;    but  propounded  this  for  a  new  (^eftion  in 

*  theie  or  the  like  Words,  Whether  the  Houfe  wo  Id 
'  be  pleafed  to  have  general  Conference  with  th.e 
'  Lords,  touching  the  great  and  imminent  Dangers 
^  of  the  Pvcalm  and  State,  and  the  preient  m  ceila- 

*  ry  Supply  of  Treafure  to  be  provided  fpeedily  for 
■  the  fame,  according  to  the  Proportion  of  the 
'  Necellity  ?'  Which  fiiid  Qiieftion  being  pro- 
■v)undeQ  unto  the  Houfe,    ii  v/as  aflented  unto 

'  accor-- 
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QueenElizibeth.  accordingly    by   them   all  without  any  negative 
>S92-3.      Voice. 

Whereupon  the  former  Committee,  appointed 
for  Conference  with  the  Lords,  were  prefently  fent 
up  to  acquaint  their  Lordfhips  of  this  laft  Relblu- 
tion.  Who  appointed  the  next  Day,  in  the  After- 
noon, for  the  Conference.  On  that  Day,  before 
the  Meeting,  the  Commons  went  upon  this  Affair 
again  ;  and,  after  many  more  Speeches  and  Alterca- 
tions, a  fubfequent  Refolution  was  agreed  to  by  the 
whole  Houfe  ;  That  their  Committee  (hould  have 
Authority  to  confer  with  that  of  the  Lords,  in  a 
general  Way,  concerning  Dangers  and  Remedies 
to  be  provided  againft :  But  not  in  any  Way  to 
conclude  or  refolve  on  any  thing  in  the  faid  Confe- 
rence, particularly;  without  the  farther  Privity 
and  Aflent  of  the  whole  Houfe,  on  the  Report  to 
be  made  to  them  of  their  Proceedings.  One  of  the 
Speeches,  made  on  the  Occafion  of  this  Refolution, 
is  too  remarkable  to  be  omitted. 

Mr  Fulk  Grevih  faid,  '  There  are  two  Scruples 

*  in  this  Houfe,  which  I  would  gladly  fatisfy  ;  the 

*  one  the  Privilege  of  the  Houfe,  the  other  the  Po- 
,  ♦  verty  of  the  People.     For  Precedents  they  are 

f  but  Examples  of  Things  pad.  Now  every  Ex- 
^  ample  ought  to  be  ftronger  than  the  Thing  we 
'  fear :  For  if  the  Thing  be   otherwife,  and  our 

*  NecefTity    greater,  the  former  Doings  are  no 

*  Rules  to  us.  And  fo  Precedents  as  they  are  not 
'  to  be  rejected,  fo  they  ought  not  lo  be  elerna!. 

*  For  the  Poverty  of  our  Country,    we  have  no 

*  Reafon  to  think  it  poor  ;  our  Sumptuoufnefs  in 

*  Apparel,  in  Plate, and  in  all  Things,  argueth  our 

*  Riches.       And    our   Dearth    of  every  Thing 

*  amongft  us,  fheweth  Plenty  of  Money.     But,  it 

*  is  faid,  our  Countries  are  poor,  and  we  mufl  re- 

*  fpert  them  that  fent  us  hither.    Why,  fo  we  mull 

*  alfo  remember  who  call'd  us  hither.    This  Caufe 

*  IS  hard  ;  for  there  is  NecefTity  againft  Neceflity, 
<  Panger  againft  Dang;^r,  and  inward  Difconient 
^  iigamlt  -  uLward  Forces.     Tlie  Poor  are  grieved 

*  by 
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by  being  over-charged  ;  this  muft  be  helped  by  in-  QueenEiizabeth. 
creafing  our  own  Burthen  ;  for  otherwife  the  '59»-a« 
weaic  Feet  will  complain  of  too  heavy  a  Body  -; 
that  is  to  be  feared.  If  the  Feet  knew  their 
Strength  as  well  as  we  know  their  Oppreffion, 
they  would  not  bear  as  they  do.  But  to  anfwer 
them,  it  fufficeth  that  the  Time  requireth  it: 
And  in  a  Prince  Power  will  command.  To  fa- 
lisfy  them,  they  cannot  think  we  overcharge  them, 
when  we  charge  ourfelvcs  with  them  and  above 
them :  But  if  nothing  will  fatisfy  them,  our  Do- 
ings are  fufficicnt  to  bind  them.  If  the  Multitudes 
of  Parliaments  be  remembred  heretofore,  many 
Subfidies  now  in  one  Parliament  cannot  feem 
burthenfome.  The  more  Laws  we  make,  the 
lefs  Liberty  we  have  to  ourfelves.  And  now 
one  Word  for  myfelf,  if  my  Speech  hath  offen- 
ded, excufe  me,  I  will  not  often  trouble  you  here- 
after.' 

It  was  not  till  the  2  id  Day  of  March,  that  the 
Commons  brought  the  Matter  to  a  Conclufion  ; 
and  then  the  Bill  for  a  Grant  of  three  entire  Sub- 
fidies z.'Ci^Jix  Fifteenths  and  Tenths^  was  read  a  third  The  Subfidy-BiU 
Time  and  paffed  upon  the  a^eftion.  ffibTpre! 

But  yet  the  Houfe  thoughi  fi[  not  to  let  this  Bill  ambie. 
go  without  a  Preamble  to  it,  remarkable  enough  to 
deferve  our  Notice  ;  this  our  Hiftorian  hath  given 
us,  which  we  (hall  inlert  in  his  own  Words  (f). 

*  When  they  had  clolVly  debated  and  weigh- 
ed how  earneftly  the  Enemies  of  our  Conftituti- 
on  were  bent  upon  the  Ruin  of  England ;  having 
already  fubdued  our  confederate  Forces  in  France, 
Scotland,  and  Holland^  and  Itized  all  the  Places  that 
lay  convenient  for  annoying  ot  England  \  they 
thought  necefTary  to  provide  proper  Suppl  es  to  di- 
vert the  impending  Danger,.  Then,  after  beft ow- 
ing large  Encomiums  ox  the  prudent  and  wile  Con- 
duft  of  a  Maiden-  Qvietn,  tempered  with  that  af- 
fectionate Care  and  Regard  for  her  Subjects ;  who 
had  disburfed  fo  valt  a  Supply  from  her  own  Trea- 

fury 

[c)  Cambden  in  Kentiet,  Tp,  ^•jo,~——Stoiu^iChrcn,^.-j6^. 
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Queen  Elizabeth,  fury  to  Carry  Oil  a  War,  with  good  and  happy 
i59a-3.  Succefs,  againft  an  opulent  and  potent  Enemy,  as 
none  of  her  Predeceflbrs  had  ever  done  before. 
And  all  this  without  any  burdenfome  Grants  from 
her  People,  tho*  fhe  had  Occafion  not  only  to  adl 
on  the  defenfive,  but  to  aflift  and  fupport  her  Allies. 
On  this  Account,  they  freely  and  cheerfully  gave 
the  large  Supply  aforementioned  ;  but  they  hum- 
bly rcqucfted  withal,  That  forafmuch  as  thofe  Adts 
were  to  be  kept  upon  Record,  a  Caveat  might  be 
entered  in  exprefs  Terms,  That  thofe  large  and  un- 
ufual  GrantSy  which  were  made  to  a  moji  excellent 
Prwce/s,  on  a  mojl  prejfing  and  extraordinary  Oc^ 
caftony  might  not  at  any  lirm  hereafter  hi  drawn  in- 
to c  precedent." 

But,  it  was  not  meerly  the  unufiial  Largenefs 
of  this  Supply  that  retarded  its  Progrefs  through 
the  Commons:  1  hey  were  dilgufted  at  the  Court 
for  Imprifoning  four  of  their  Members  at  the  Be- 
ginning of  ihi.^  Seffion.     There  wns  alfo  another 
I        Accident  which  increafed  their  Difcontent;   and 
which  together,  made  the  Houfe  more  backward 
in  obliging,   till  thefe  and  other  Grievances  were 
rcdrcfTed.     We  took  Notice  before,  That  fo  early 
in  the  Seflion  as  the  27th  of  February^  the  Day 
after  the  Supply  was  moved  for,  Mr.  Morrice^  At- 
torney of  the  Court  of  Wards,   a  Place  under  the 
Crown,  flood  up  and  moved  the  Houfc  touching 
the  Abufes  of  the  Ecclefiaftical  Courts ;    and  that 
A  MfiTsgc  frcm  the  Bill  was  after  Debate  deliver'd  to  the  Speaker's 
the  QM-n  by  the  Care,  to  prevent  giving  Offence  to  the  Queen : 
mn-'^tr^'com-"  ^"^  ^^^  Matter  did  not  refl  here. ^^- For, 
ir.oiis  to  m  (^riie      In  thc  Aftemoon  of  the  fame  Day  the  Speaker 
with  the  St  ite  or  was   fcnt  j'or  to  Couit;    and,  on  thc  next,    he 
ti.ecnurch.       ^^^^  jjp  ^j^j  ^3jj^  j^g  j^^j  ^  Meilage  to  deliver 

from  her  Mniefty  to  the  Houfe  j    which  he  gave 
in  thefc  Words: 

*  'W'Efterday  a  gieat  Member  of  this   Houfc,  nf- 
'     j[        ter  a  Speech  ufed,   and    his   Realons  laid 

*  furch,  delivered  two  Bills  unto  mc  j  which  B:ils 

*  ihoui;ii 


0/    E  N  G  L  A  N  D.      S95 

though  not  being  read,  yet  were  diverfely  fpoken  Q^een Elizabeth; 
of.  They  being  long,  and  the  Matters  grave  and  1592-3. 
of  great  Importance,  and  the  Day  being  ahnoft 
fpent,  I  defired  further  Time  to  confider  of  thefe 
Bills.  1  humbly  thank  this  honourable  Houfe, 
Time  was  granted  me  freely,  it  being  almoft 
Twelve  of  the  Clock. 

'  I  have  perufed  and  read  both  of  the  Bills ;  I 
have  them  about  me,  and  they  have  been  conti- 
nually with  me  ever  iince  they  were  delivered  to 
me  ;  never  any  Man  faw  them,  nor  ever  any 
Man's  Eye  more  than  my  own  ever  law  one 
Word  of  them. 

*  A  little  after  I  had  perufed  the  Bills,  I  was  fent 
for  by  a  Special  Mellenger  from  her  Majefty  : 
Coming  in  her  Royal  Prefence,  I  was  comman- 
ded to  deliver  thefe  Words  from  her  molt  ex- 
cellent Majefty  unto  the  Body  of  the  Realm  ffor 
fo  fhe  termed  this  Houfe  :  )  The  Matter  I  have 
to  fpeak  is  great,  yea  it  is  the  greateft  Matter  I 
ever  had  to  deal  in  j  wherefore  I  pray  God  diredl 
Mentem  et  Linguam  banc,  I  muft  be  fliort,  for 
her  Majefty's  Words  were  not  many  j  and  I  may 
perhaps  fail  in  the  Delivery  of  them :  For  tho' 
my  Auditors  be  great-  yet  who  is  fo  impudent 
that  the  Prefence  of  fuch  a  Majefty  would  not 
appale  him  ?  And  it  did  greatly  fear  me,  when  I 
did  fee  none  of  thefe  honourable  Perfons,  in  her 
Prefence,  who  were  prefent  at  the  Holding  of  the 
Matter  in  this  Houfe  ;  yet  fo  God  in  his  Provi- 
dence had  appointed  it,  that  even  in  this  while 
came  in  fome  ot  the  Perfons  here  prefent,  who, 
if  1  fail  in  delivering  what  was  given  me  in 
Charge,  can  report  it  unto  you  :  And  I  am  glad 
that  there  are  Witnefles  with  me  in  this  Atlion, 
what  was  my  faithful  Service  for  the  Houfe. 
'  I  protelt  a  greater  Comfort  never  befel  me, 
than  that  this  my  Integrity  and  laithful  Promife 
to  this  Hjufe,  is  not  violated  ;  for  her  Majefty, 
in  her  moft  gracious  Whdom,  before  my  Coming, 
determined  n  )t  to  prcfs  me  in  this,  neither  in- 
deed did  flie  require  the  Bill  of  me  ;    for  this 

*  only 
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^ueen Elizabeth. «  only  fhe  Fequired  of  me,  What  were  the  Things 
>S9»-3'      *  Jpckenofby  the  Houfe  ?  which  Points  I  only  de- 
'  livered,  as  they  that  heard  me  can  tell. 

*  The  Meflage  delivered  me  from  her  Majefty, 

*  confifteth  of  three  Things ;  firft,  the  End  for 

*  which  the  Parliament  was  called.  Secondly, 
'  The  Speech  which  her  Majefty  ufed  by  my  Lord 

*  Keeper.  Thirdly,  What  her  Plealure and  Com- 
'  mandment  now  is. 

'  For  the  Fiift,  It  is  in  me  and  my  Power  (  I 

*  fpeak  now  in  her  Majefty's  Perfon  )  to  call  Par- 
'  /laments ;  and  it  is  in  my  Power  to  end  and  deter' 

*  mine  the  fame  ;  it  is  in  my  ^oiver  to  ajfent  or  dif- 

*  fetit  to  any  thing  done  in  Parliament. 

'  The  Calling  of  this  Parliament  was  only  that 

*  the  Majefty  of  God  might  be  more  religioufly 

*  ferved  ;  and  thofe  that  negledt  this  Service  might 

*  be  compelled  by  fome  (harper  Means  to  a  more 

*  due  Obedience,  and  more  true  Service  of  God, 
*'  than  there  hath  been  hitherto  ufed.  And  further, 
'  that  the  Safety  of  her  Majefty's  Perfon,  and  of 

*  the  Realm,  might  be  by  all  Means  provided  for 

*  againft  our  great  Enemies  the  Pope  and  the  King 

*  of  Spain. 

*■  Her  Majefty's  moft  excellent  PIfeafure  being 

*  then  delivered  unto  us  by  the  Lord- Keeper,  it 
'  was  not  meant  we  fhould  meddle  with  Matters 

*  of  Stale,  or  in  Caufes  Ecclefiaftical ;    (for  fo 

*  her  Majefty  termed  them.)  She  wondered  that 
'  any  zvould  be  of  fo  high  Commandment  to  attempt 

*  (I  ufe  her  own  Words)  a  Thing  contrary  to  that 

*  "juhich  fhe  hath  fo  exprefly  forbidden  j  wherefore, 

*  with  this  fhe  was  highly  difpleafed.     And  becaufe 

*  the  Words,  then  fpoken  by  my  Lord  Keeper,  are 

*  not  now  perhaps   well  remembred,   or  fome  be 

*  now  here,  that  were  not  there  j  her  Majefty's 

*  prcfent  Charge  and  exprefs  Command  is,    That 

*  no  Bills  touching  Matters  of  StatCy  or  Reforma- 

*  tion  in  Caufes  Ecclefiajiical.,   be  exhibited.     And, 

*  upon  my  Allegiance,  I  am  commanded,   if  any 

*  luch  Bill  be  exhibited,  not  to  read  it.' 

Thus 
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.  Thus  the  Bill  was  quaftied,  and  Mr.  3i(;r;;V^,  QE«nEHzabcth, 
the  firft  Mover  of  it,  being  alfo  fent  for  to  Court,       ^^^^' 
the  fame  Day  he  was  committed  to  the  Cuftody  of 
Sir  John  Fortefcue,     Chancellor   of   the  Exche- ^^.^^"iftody^for 

quer  [d).  preferring  a  Bill 

We  purpofely  omit  all  the  Debates  in  this  HoufeagainfttheEcck- 
about  lome  Icfs  material  Matters ;  fuch  as  Regulat-  ''^'^'"^  Courts, 
ing  Ele6lions,  Privilege  from  Arreftsj  with  thofe 
on  fome  Bills  of  lefs  public  Concern;  but  which 
are  well  worth  the  Obfevvation  of  a  more  particu- 
lar Enquirer.  Not  long  after  the  Subfidy-Bill  had 
palled  both  Houfes,  that  is  on  the  loth  Day  of 
Jpril^  the  Qiieen  came  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords ; 
and  the  Commons  being  called  up,  the  Speaker, 
on  delivering  the  Bills,  made  the  following  moft 
elaborate  Speech  on  the  Dignity  and  Antiquity  of 
Parliaments. 

'  rri  H  E   High  Court  of    Parliament,   moft  j,^^  5  ^.^^^^^ 
'    J.     High  and  Mighty  Prince,  is  the  greateft  Speech^  to"  he 
'  and  moft  antient  Court  within  this  your  Realm.  Qiieen  at  the 

*  For  before  the  Conqueft  in  the  High  Places  of ^jj[;^°^  '^= 

*  the  Weji-Saxons^  we  read  of  a  Parliament  holden  ; 
'  and  fince  the  Conqueft  they  have  been  holden  by 
'  all  your  noble  Predeceflbrs  Kings  of  England. 

*  In  the  Time  of  the  IVeJl- Saxons  a  Parliament 
'  was  holden  by  the  noble  King  Ina,  by  thefe 
'  Words;  /Ina,  King  of  the  Weft-Saxons,  have 

*  caufed  all  my  Fatherhood,  Aldermen  and  wifeft 
'  Commons,  with  the  Godly  Men  of  my  Kingdom^ 
'  to  confult  of  zv  eighty  Matters^  Sec.  Which  Words 
'  do  plainly  fhew  all  the  Parts  of  this  High  Court 
'  ftill  obferved  to  this  Day.     For  by  King  Ina  is 

*  your  Majefty's  moft  Royal  Perfon  reprefented. 

*  The  Fatherhood,  in  antient  Time,  were  thefe  which 
'  we  call  Bilhops,  and  ftill  we  call  them  Reverend 

*  Fathers,  an  antient  and  chief  Part  of  our  State. 

*  By  Alderfnen  were  meant  your  Noblemen. 

*  For  fo  honourable  was  the  Word  Jiderman  in 
'  antient  Time,  that  the  Nobility  only  were  called 
'  Aldermen, 

«  By 

idi  Townffiend'j  C<ilk£J,  p.  6i.    See  alfo  before  p.  373. 
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Qpeen  Elizabeth.     *  By  W'tfejl   Commons  is   meant  and  fignrficd 
'^'^*        *  Knights  and  BurgelTes,  and  io  is  your  Majefly's 

*  Writ  de  difcretioribus  ^  magis  fufficientibus. 

*  By  Godlieji  Men  is  meant  your  Convocaiion- 

*  Houfe.     It  conlifteth  of  fuch  as  are  devoted  to 

*  Religion.     And  as  Godlieft  Men  do  confuli  o^ 

*  weightiefl:  Matters,  fo  is  your  Highnefs's  Writ 

*  at  this  Day  pro  quibufdam  arduii  &  urgetitibus 

*  Negctiis^  Nos,  Statum  iff  Defenfxonem  Regni  nojlri 

*  l^  Ecckfia  tangentibui. 

*  Your  Highnefs's  Wifdom  and  exceeding  Judg- 
'  ment  with  all-careful  Providence  needed  not  our 

*  Councils:  But  yet  fo  urgent  Caufes  there  were' 

*  of  this  Parliament,  fo  important  Confiderations, 

*  as  that  we  may  fay  (for  that  we  cannot  judge) 
'  never  Parliament  was  fo  needful  as  now,  nor 
'  any  fo  honturable  as  this. 

'  If  I  may  be  bold  to  fay  it,  I  mull  prefume  to 

*  hy  that  which  haih  been  often  faid,  (but  what  is 

*  well  laid  cannot  be  too  often  fpoken)  this  fweet 

*  Counril  of  ours  I  would  compafe  to  that  fweet 

*  Commmonweakh  of  the  little  Pees. 

Sic  enimparvis  componere  magna  fokbam. 

•  The  little  Bees  have  but  one  Governor  whom 
'  they  all  ferve,  he  is  their  King,  quia  Latera  habet 

*  htiora  ;  he  is  placed  in  the  Midlt  of  their  Hafai- 

*  tations,  ut  in  tutijjima  Turri.  They  forage  abroad, 
'  fucking  Honey   from  every  Flower  to  bring  to 

*  their  King.     Ignavum  Fucos  Pecus  a  Prafepibus 

*  mcent.  The  Drones  they  drive  away  out  of  their 
'  Hives,  non  habentes  Aculeoi.     And  who  fo  aflails 

*  their  Kmg,  in  him  imm'ittunt  Aculeos^  ^  tamen 

*  Rex  ipfe  ejl  fine  Aculco. 

*  Your  Majeily  is  that  Princely  Governor  and 

*  Noble  Queen,  whom  we  all  fcrve ;  being  pro- 

*  ted'ted  under  the  Shadow  of  your  Wings  we  live, 

*  and  wilh  you  may  ever  fit  upon  your  Throne 

*  over  us.  And  "whofocver  ftiall  not  lay  Amen^ 
'  for  il.em  we  pray  ut  convertantur  ne  perea?!t,  i^f 

*  ut  ccnfutidatitur  ne  noceant.     Under  your  happy^ 

*  Government  wc  live  upon  Honey,  we  fuck  upon 

!^  ertfy 
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every  fweet  Flower :  But  where  the  Bee  fucketh  Queen  Elizabeth. 
Honey,  there  ahb  the  Spider  dravveth  Poifon.  1.593. 
Some  fuch  Venoms  there  be.  But  fuch  Drones 
and  Door- Bees  we  will  expel  the  Hive  and  ferve 
your  Majefly,  and  withftand  any  Enemy  that 
{hall  aflault  you.  Our  Lands,  our  Goods,  ouf 
Lives  are  proltrate  at  your  Feet  to  be  command- 
ed. Yea,  and  ( thanked  be  God,  and  Honour 
be  to  your  Majefty  for  it)  fuch  is  the  Power  and 
Force  of  your  Subjedts,  that  of  their  own  Strength 
they  are  able  to  encounter  your  greateft  Enemies. 
And  though  we  be  fuch,  yet  have  we  a  Prince 
that  is  fine  Aculeo  ;  fo  full  of  that  Clemency  is 
your  Majefty.  I  fear  I  have  been  too  long,  and 
therefore  to  come  now  to  your  Laws. 

*  The  Laws  we  have  conferred  upon  this  Sef- 
lion  of  fo  honourable  a  Parliament  are  of  two 
Natures ;  the  one  fuch  as  have  Life  but  are  ready- 
to  die,  except  your  Majefty  breathe  Life  into 
them  again  ;  the  other  are  Laws  that  never  had  '' 

Life,  but,  being  void  of  Life,  do  come  to  your 
Majefty  to  feek  Life. 

'  The  firft  Sort  are  thofe  Laws  that  had  Conti- 
nuances until  this  Parliament,  and  are  now  to 
receive  new  Life  or  are  to  die  for  ever.  The 
other,  that  I  term  capable  of  Life,  are  thofe  which 
are  newly  made,  but  have  no  Effence  until  your 
Majefty  giveth  them  Life. 

'  I'wo  Laws  there  are,  but  I  muft  give  the 
Honour  where  it  is  due  j  for  they  come  from  the 
Noble  wife  Lords  of  the  Upper  Houfe  ;  the 
moft  honourable  and  beneficial  Laws  that  could 
be  defired  :  The  one  a  Confirmation  of  all  Let- 
ters Patents,  from  your  Majefty 's  moft  Noble 
Father,  of  all  Ecclefiaftical  Livings,  which  that 
King  of  moft  renowned  Memory,  your  Father, 
took  from  thofe  fuperftitious  Monafteries  and 
Priories,  and  tranflated  them  to  the  ereding  and 
fetting  up  of  many  Foundations  of  Cathedral 
Churches  and  Colleges,  greatly  furthering  the 
Maintenance  of  Learning  and  true  Religion. 

*  The 
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Queen  Elizabeth.      *  ^^^  °^^^^  Law  to  fupprefs  the  obftinate  Recu- 
1593.        *  fant  and  the  dangerous  Sedary,  both  very  perni- 

*  cious  to  your  Government. 

'  Laftly,  Your  loving  and  obedient  Subjeds,  the 

*  Commons  of  the  Lower  Houfe,  humbly  and  with 

*  all  dutiful  Thanks,  ftand  bound  unto  your  graci- 
,        •  ous  Goodnefs  for  your  general  and  large  Pardon 

*  granted  unto  them,  wherein  many  great  Offences 

*  are  pardoned. 

*  But  it  extenderh  only  to  Offences  done  before 

*  the  Parliament.  ■<■ 

'    .    *  I  have  many  Ways,  fince  the  Beginning  of 

*  this  Parliament,  by  Ignorance  and  InfufHciency 
'  to  perform  that  which  I  fhould  have  done,  of- 

*  fended  your  Majefty ;  I  therefore  moft  humbly 

*  crave   to    be  Partaker  of  your  Majefty's  moft 

*  Gracious  Pardon.* 

The  Lord  Keeper,  h^v'ma;  receiv'd  Inftrudions 
The  Lord  Keep,  from  the  Queen,  anfwer'd  the  Speaker  to  the  fol- 
lowing  EfietX  : 

'  That  her  Majefty  did  moft  gracioufly  accept 

*  of  thefe  Services  and  Devotions  of  this  Parlia- 

*  ment;  commending  them  that  they  had  employ- 

*  ed  the  Time  fo  well  and  fpent  it  in  I'o  neceflary 
'  Affairs,  fave  only  that  in  fome  Things  ihey  had 
'  fpent  more  Time  than  needed.     But  fhe  per- 

*  ceived  that  fome  Men  did  it  more  for  their  Satis- 

*  fai^ion  than  the  Neceffity  of  the  Thing  dcferved. 
'  She    mifliked  alfo  that   fuch   Irreverence  was 

*  fhewed    towards  Privy  Counfellors,  who  were 

*  not  to  be  accounted  as  common  Knights  and 

*  Burgeffes  of  the  Houfe,    that  are  Counfellors 

*  only  during  the  Parliament;  whereas  the  other  are 

*  ftanding  Counfellors,  and  for  their  Wifdom  and 

*  gteat  Service  are  called  to  the  Council  of  the 

*  State. 

*  That  the  Queen's  Majefty  had  heard  that  fome 

*  Men  in  the  Caufe  of  great  NccefTity,  and  Grant 

*  of  Aid,  had  feemed  to  regard  their  Country,  and 

*  made  their  Neceffity  more  than  it  was  j  forget- 

'  ting 
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«  ting  the  urgent  NecefTity  of  the  Time,  and  Dan-  Queen Elizatethi 

*  gers  that  were  now  imminent.  1593, 

*  That  her  Majefty  would  not  have  the  People 

*  feared  with  a  Report  of  great  Danger?,  but  ra- 

*  ther  to  be  encouraged  with  Boldnefs  ag^inft  the 
'  Enemies  of  the  State.     And  that  therefore  (he 

*  flraitly  charged  and  commanded  that  the  mufter'd 
'   Companies  in  every  Shire  fliould  be  fupplied,  if 

*  they  were  decayed  :  And  that  their  Provifions  of 
'  Armour  and  Munition  fliould  be  better  than  - 
'  heretofore  it  hath  been  uled. 

'  That  for  this  Offer  of  three  Subfidies,  her 
'  Majefly  mod  gracioufly,  in  all  Kindnefs,  thank- 
'  eth  her  Subjecfts :  But  except  it  were  freely  and 
'  willingly  given,  fhe  did  not  accept  of  it ;  for  her 

*  Majefty  never  accepteth  any  Thing  that  is  not 

*  freely  given. 

*  That  if  the  Coffers  of  her  Majefty 's  Treafures 

*  were  not  empty,    or  if  the  Revenues  of  the 
'  Crown  and   other    Princely   Ornaments  could 

*  fuffice  to  fupply  her  Wants  and  the  Charges  of      » 

*  the  Realm,  on  the  Word  of  a  Prince  flie  doth 

*  pronounce  it,  fhe  would  not  have  charged  her 

*  Subjeds,  nor  have  accepted  of  this  they  give 

*  her.' 

Then,  after  fome  little  Intermiffion,  the  Queenj 
being  fet  in  her  Chair  of  State,  fpoke  as  follows : 

JHI S  Kingdom  hath  had  many  TFife,  Noble  and'j]^^  Queen's 
yiilorious  Princes,  I  will  not  compare  with  any  ■  peech  ac  the 
of  the?n  in  IVijdom^  Fortitude  and  other  Virtues ;  but  DiflT-ution  of 
faving  the  Duty  of  a  Child^  that  is  not  to  compare ' 
with   his   Father,    in  Love.    Care,    Sincerity  and 
Juflice.  I  will  compare  with  any  Prince  that  ever 
ycu  had^  or  fall  have.     It  may  be  thought  Simpli- 
city in  me,  that  all  this  Time  of  my  Reign  I  have 
not  fought  to  advance  my  Territories,  and  enlarge 
tny  Dominions ;    for  Opportunity  hath  jerved  me  to 
do  it.     I  acknowledge  my  JVomanhood  and  Weaknefs 
in  that  Refpedl.     But  it  hath  not  been  the  Hardnefs 
to  obtain,  or  Doubt  how  to  keep  the  Things  fo  obtain- 
ed,  that  only  hath  w  it  held  me  from  theje  Attempts  i 
Vol.  IV.  Cc  Mi 
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»S93*'  *  ■^'^  Mi^^d  was  never  to  invade  my  Neighbours^  or  to 
ufurp  over  any.  I  am  contented  to  reign  ever  my 
owny  and  to  rule  as  a  juji  Prince,  let  the  King  of 
Spain  doth  (hallenge  me  to  be  the.'^iarreller,  and  the 
Beginner  of  alt  thefe  IVars.  He  dcth  me  the  great' 
eji  IVtong  that  can  be  ;  for  my  Cotifcience  doth  not 
accufe  my  thoughts.,  wherein  I  have  done  him  the 
leajl  Injwy  j  Jo  that  I  am  perfuaded  in  mv  Con/cience, 
if  he  knew  what  I  inoWy  be  would  be  forty  himfelf 
for  the  Wrong  he  hath  done  me.  I  fear  not  all  his 
Ihreatnings^  his  great  Preparation:  and  mighty  For- 
ces do  not  (iir  me  :  For  tho^  he  come  againjl  me  with 
a  greater  Power  than  ever  was  his  Invincible  Navy, 
I  doubt  not  but  (God  ajjifiing  me,  upon  whom  I  always 
trujl)  Jjhall  be  able  to  defeat  him  and  overthrow  him ; 
for  my  Caufe  is  jufl.  I  heard  Jay,  when  he firjl  at- 
tempted his  lafi  Invafton^  fome  upon  the  Sea-  CoaJIs 
forfook  their  Towns  and  fed  up  higher  into  the  Coun- 
try, and  left  all  naked  and  expofed  to  his  Entrance : 
•j^  But  I  fix) ear  unto  you,  by  God.,  if  I  knew  thofe  Per- 
fons,  or  may  know  of  any  that  Jhall  do  Jo  hereafter, 
I  will  make  them  know  and  feel  what  it  is  to  be  ft 
fearful  in  fo  urgent  a  Caufe. 

The  Subfidy  you  give  me  I  accept  thankfully,  if  you 
give  me  your  Good- Will  with  it  ;  but  if  the  Necejfny 
of  the  Time  and  your  Prefcrvations  did  not  require  it, 
I  would  refufe  it.  But  let  ine  tell  you,  the  Sum  is 
not  Jo  much,  but  that  it  is  necdjul  for  a  Prince  to 
havefo  much  always  lying  in  her  Coffer i  for  your  De- 
fence in  Time  of  Need,  and  net  be  driven  to  ^et  it 
when  fl^e  Jhould  uje  it. 

■  Tou  that  are  Lieutenants  and  Gentlemen  of  Com- 
mand in  your  Countries,  1  re(fuire  you  to  take  Care 
and  Jpecial  Order ^  that  the  People  be  well  armed,  and 
in  Rcadineji  upon  all  Occafions. 

you  that  be  Judges  and  JuJiices,of  Peace,  I  com- 
mand at,  d  (Iruitly  charge  you,  that  you  fee  the  Laws 
to  be  duly  executed.,  and  that  you  make  them  living 
Laws  when  we  have  put  Life  into  them. 

After  this  Speech  ended,  and  the  Bills  pafl'ed,  the 
Lor'J-Kc.'f.er,  by  her  Majefty's  G^mmand,  dlf- 
foIvM  ihu  Kirliament, 

.    V  The 
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The  War  with  Spain  continuing  for  fome  Years  QiieenEHzabeth. 
longer,  that  Monarch  had  done  hisutmoft  to  bring  «597» 
about  another  Invafion  oi  England  ^  and,  in  the 
Year  1597,  ^^  fought  to  diflblve  the  Union  and 
good  Agreement  which  were  between  the  French 
and  Englijh  Courts,  that  by  ihcfe  Means  he  might 
gain  the  Advantage  of  an  eafier  Defcent  upon  Eng- 
land from  Calais.  It  is  certain  that  the  Happinefs 
of  our  Situation  is,  and  ever  was,  our  greateft  Secu- 
rity, againft  any  foreign  Enemy  whatfoever,  except 
Scotland.  Which  made  this  potent  Monarch, 
tho'  then  poflefled  of  the  Wealth  of  both  the  Indies^ 
fail  in  every  Attempt  againft  it.  Calais  was  then, 
alfo,  in  the  Spaniard's  Poflellion ;  fo  that  could  he 
have  had  Leave  to  march  an  Army  thro'  France^ 
England  might  have  fuffered  much  from  fo  trouble- 
fome  a  Neighbour, 

To  prevent  this,  Elizabeth  u(ed  all  her  Policy  to^  p^^j; 
keep  the  Fi  ench  King  firm  to  her  Intereft ; .  flie  not  caii'don  account 
only  fent  him  fome  Troops,  but  alfo  a  great  Sum  of  of  a  Peace  be- 
Money;  for  which  he  frankly  offered  the  Town  of  ^^^^^^'^^^^^'^^^'^^ 
Calais  as  a  Security  ;  provided  the  Queen  would  re- 
cover it  out  of  the  Enemies  Hands  at  her  own  Ex- 
pence,and  with  her  own  proper  Forces.  But,this  not 
anfwering,  the  King  of  Spain ^  being  now  grown 
very  old,  accepted  of  a  Mediation  from  the  Pope,  to 
bring  about  a  Peace  with  France  ;  which  was  con- 
cluded, and  England  left  in  the  Lurch  to  provide 
for  its  own  Security. 

The  Q^ieen,    rightly    apprehending    that  this 
Peace  might  turn  to  the  Difadvantage  of  England, 
refolved,  f^ys  her  Hiftorian    to  pro\ide  ^ainft  the 
worft  Effedls,  by   fufnifhing  her  Exchequer  with 
Money,  and  fecuring  the  Love  and  Afte(^l;ion  of         r>     •     . 
her  People.     For   both  which   Pjrpofes,   a  Par-    """i^g^."' ^^^ 
Ijament  was  called  to  meet,   at  TVeJlminJier .,  on  the  At  Weftmmfteri 
24th  Day  of  OSloher^   in  the  5gth  Year  of  this 
Reign. 

On  thefirftDay  of  the  Meeting  of  this  Parlia- 
ment, the  Queen  being  prefent,  the  Lord  Keeper 
of  the  Great  Seal,  then  Sir  Thomas  Egerton,  by  her 
,    G  c  2  Ma- 
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QueenEiizabetb.  Majcfty's   Command,    declared  the  Caufe  of  the 
*5^^*        Summons,  in  thefe  Words (^)  : 

The  Lord  Keep.  *   'TH  H  E  Qucen's  Mcft  Excellent  Majefty,  my 

cr'f  Speech  at  the '     JJL       moft    Gracious   and    Dread  Sovereign, 

opening  thereof.*  },^^fj    Commanded    me     to    declare  unto  you, 

'  My  Lords  and  others  here  prefent,   the   Caufes 

*  which  have  moved  her  Highnefs  to  fummon  this 

*  Parliament  at  this  Time  ;  which  before  I  can  ex- 

*  prefs,  I  mud  coufefs  truly,  that  the  Royal  Prefence 
'  of  her  Majefty,  the  View  of  your  Lordfhips  and 

*  this  honourable  Aflembly,  together  with  the  Con- 
'  deration  of  the  Weightinefs  of  the  Service,  and  of 

*  my  own  Weaknefs,  doth  much  appale  me,  and 
'  caufe  me  to  fear. 

*  Wherefore,  if,  either  through  Fear  I  forget,  or 

*  through    my    many  Wants  and  Imperfedions 

*  I  fail,  to  perform  that  Duty  which  is  required  ;  I 
'  do  moft  humbly  crave  Pardon  of  her  Majefty, 
'  and  befeech  your  Lordfhips  to  bear  with  me. 

*  The  great  princely  Care  which  her  Highnefs 
'  now  hath,  as  heretofore  (he  Jiaih  ever  had,  to  pre- 
'  ferve  her  Kingdoms  in  Peace,  and  fafe  from  all 
'  foreign  Attempts,  hath  caufed  her,  at  this  prefent, 

*  to  aflemble  this  honourable  and  great  Council  of 

*  her  Realm,  to  advife  of  the  bcft  and  moft  need- 

*  fal  Means  whereby  to  continue  this  her  peaceable 
'  and  happy    Government,  and  to  withftand  the 

*  Malice  of  her  mighty  and  implacable  Enemy  j 
«  which  hitherto,  by  the  Space  of  many  Years, 
'  through  her  provident  and  princely  Wifdom,hath 

<  been  perform'd,  to  the  great  and  ineftimable  \lc- 

*  nefit  of  her  Subjedts,  as  ihn  the  fimpleft  of  them 

*  could  not  but  fee,  and  the  wifcft  but  admire  their 
'  Happinels  therein  •,  the  whole  Realm  enjoying 

*  Peace  in  all  Security,  while  our  Neighbout-Coun- 

*  tries  have  been  torn  in  Pieces,  and  tormented 
'  with  cruel  and  bloody  Wars. 

'  This  her  Mnjcfty  i^<  plcafed  to  afcribe  to  the 

<  gre:U   Power    and    infinite  Mercy  of   the  Al- 

*  mighty: 

(c)  'I<mrjhcnd''t  Colleftions,  p.  79. 
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*  mighty  :  And  therefore  it  fliall  well  become  us  QueenEu^abgtL 

*  all,  molt  thankfully,  upon  the  Knees  of  our  Hearts,        1597.    -^ 

*  to   acknowledge  no  lefs  unto  his  holy  Name  5 

*  who,  of  his  infinite  Gbodnefs,  ftill  preferve  her 
'  Highnefs,  and  fend  her  many  Years  more  over  us, 
'  in  all  Happinefs,  to  reign. 

*  In  this  her  blefled  Government,  her  High- 
'  nefs's  chief  Care  and  Regard  of  all,  hath  been 
'  of  the  Honour  and  Service  of  Almighty  God, 

*  that  true  R.eIigion  m.ight  be  planted  and  entertain- 
'  ed  in  the  Hearts  of  the  People,  through  all  the 
'  Parts  of  her  Realm  ;  and  as  well  in  that  Behalf, 

as  for  the  Peace  and  Benefit  of  her  Subjects,  fhe 
bath,  from  Time  to  Time,  eftabliflied  many 
good  Laws  to  meet  with  the  Difordeis,  and  to 
punifh  the  Oifences  of  wicked  and  ungodly  Menj 
that  continuing  in  their  bad  Way?,  they  may  no^ 
be  hardened  md  go  forward  in  their  Wickednefs : 
Far  Mora  in  Peccato  dat  Incrementum  Sceleri. 

*  And  whereas  the  Number  of  the  Laws  already 
made  are  very  great,  fome  alfo  of  them  being  ob- 
folete  and  v/orn  out  of  Ufe;  others  idle  an4 
vain,  ferving  to  no  Purpofe  :  fome  again  over 
heavy  and  too  fevere  for  the  Offence  j  others  too 
loofe  and  flack  for  the  Faults  they  are  to  puniflii 
and  many  of  them  fo  full  of  Difficulties  to  be  un- 
derllood,  that  they  caufe  many  Controverfies : 
You  are  therefore  to  enter  into  a  due  Confideration 
of  thefaid  Laws  ;  and  where  you  find  Superflu- 
ity, to  prune  and  cut  off;  where  Defeft,  tofup- 
ply ;  and  where  Ambiguity,  to  explain  ;  that 
they  be  not  burthenfome,  but  profitable  to  the 
Commonwealth  :  Which  being  a  Service  of  Im- 
portance, and  very  needful  to  be  required,  yet 
is  nothing  to  be  regarded,  if  due  Means  be  not 
had  to  v.'Jthftand  the  Malice  and  Force  of  thofe 
profeflcd  Enemies  v/hich  feek  the  Deftra6tion  of 
the  whole  State. 

'  Thiii,  before  all,  and  above  all,  is  to  be  thought 
of,  and  v.'ith  mod  Endeavour  and  Care  to  be  pro- 
vided fcr  :    For  in  vain  are  Laws  made,  and  to 
C  c  3.  '  littk 
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Queen  Elizabeth.  *  little  Purpofe  do  they  ferve,  be  they  never  fo 
X597.        <  good,  if  fuch  prevail  as  go  about  to  makes  Con- 

*  queft  of  the   Kingdom,  and  Deftrudtion  of  the 

*  People. 

'  Wars  heretofore  were  wont  to  be  made  either 
'  out  of  Ambition  to  inlarge  Dominions,  or  out  of 
'  Revenge  to  requite  Injuries ;  but  this  againlb  us 
'  is  notfo:  In   this  the  holy  Religion  of  God   is 

*  fought  to  be  rooted  out,  the  whole  Realm  to  be 

*  fubdued,  and  the  precious  Life  of  her  Excellent 
'  Majefty  to  be  taken  away  ;  which  hitherto,  by 
*>  the  powerful  Hand   and   great  Goodnels  of  the 

*  Almighty,  have  been  preferved,  maugre  the  De- 

*  v'll^  the  Popey  the  Spanijh  Tyrant,  and  all  ihe 
'  mifchicvous  Defigns  of  all  her  Enemies. 

'  Wherefore  it  is  high  Time  that  this  be  looked 

*  into,  and  that  noway  be  left  unfought,  nor  Means 

*  unuled,  that   may    ferve  for  Defence  thereof. 

<  Her  Majefty  hath  not  fpared  to  difburfe  a  Mafs  of 
'  Treafure,  and  to  fell  her  Land  for  the  Mainte- 
^  nance  of  her  Armies  by  Sea  and  Land,  whereby, 
«  with  fuch  (mail  Helps  as  from  her  Subjeds  hath 

<  been  yielded,  (he  hath  defended  and  kept  fafeher 

*  Dominions  from  all  fuch  forcible  Attempts  as 
«  have  been  made ;  which  being  ftill  to  be  performed 

<  by  infinite  Charge,  her  Majefty  notwithftanding 

*  hears  nothing  more  unwillingly  than  of  Aids  and 
^  Subiidies  to  be  received  from  her  People  j  though 
^  what  fhe  doth  receive,  fhe  doth  carefully  bsftow, 

*  and  infinitely  more  of  her  own. 

*   The  Taxations  at  this  Day,  howfoever  they 
'  *  feem,  are  nothing  fo  great  as  heretofore,  in  the 

*  Reigns  of  former  Kings,  they  have  been.    In  the 

*  Time  of  Ed'j;.  3    and  the  two  next  before  him, 

*  and  'hofe  three  which  fucceeded  next  after  him, 

*  the  Puyments  of  the  Commons  then  did  far  ex- 

*  ceed   any   that  h.ive  been  fince    her   Majefty's 

*  Reign   :  wh  ch  is  of  Record  in  the  Hiftories  of 

<  thoJe  Times  to  be  (etn:  But  never  C'ufe   fo 

*  greit  to  employ  great  Sums  of  Money  as  now. 
^  Now    th'  re  fore  you  aie  to  confider    how  to 

<  provide  needful  and  convenient  Aid,  m   fome 

<  Mea- 
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Meafure  to  maintain  and  fupport  her  Majefty'sQugg^^jj^^j^jlj^ 
Charge  which  at  prefent  fhe  is  at,  and  is  to  con-  1597. 
tinue  at,  for  the  Defence  of  the  Realm.  He 
cannot  be  well  advifed,  which  in  this  Cafe  will 
not  be  forward  to  contribute  and  beftow  whatfo- 
ever  he  hath  :  For  if,  with  the  Common  v\'ealth 
it  goes  not  well,  well  it  cannot  be  with  any  pri- 
vate or  particular  Perfon.  That  being  in  Dan- 
ger, he  that  would  feek  then  to  lay  up  Treafure 
and  inrich  himfelf,  fliould  be  like  to  him  that 
would  bufie  himfelf  to  beautify  his  Houfe, 
when  the  City  wherein  he  dwelleth  is  on  Fire; 
or  to  him  that  decketh  up  his  Cabin,  when  the 
Ship  wherein  he  faileth  is  ready  to  fink.  To 
fpare  in  that  Cafe,  is  to  fpare  for  thofe  which 
feek  to  devour  all ;  and  to  give,  is  to  give  to  our- 
felves.  Her  Majelly's  Part  being  only  carefully 
to  beftow  what  is  delivered  into  her  Hands, 
wherein.  Men  performing  their  Duties,  there  is 
no  Caufe  at  all  to  fear  ;  For  the  War  is  juit  ;  it 
is  in  Defence  of  the  Religion  of  God,  of  our  moft 
gracious  Sovereign,  of  our  native  Country,  of 
our  Wives,  Children,  Liberties,  Lands,  Lives, 
and  whatfoever  we  have. 

*  Wherefore,  not  miftrufting  your  Forwardnefs, 
that  I  may  not  offend  in  too  much  enlarging  this 
Point,  as  a  poor  Remembrancer  to  her  Majefty, 
I  fliortly  fay  to  your  Lordfhips,  ^od  ju/ium  et 
necejj'arium  ejl  ;  nothing  can  be  more  juft  than 
this  War  ;  nothing  ought  to  be  more  necelT.ry, 
than  carefully  to  provide  due  Maintenance  for 
the  fame.  And,  to  you  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, that  you  may  orderly  proceed,  and  wife- 
ly coiifult  of  thefe  weighty  Caufes  delivered  unto 
you,  her  Majefty's  Pleafure  is.  You  fhould,  ac- 
cording to  your  accuftomed  Manner,  go  down 
to  the  Lower  Houfe,  and  there  make  Choice  of 
fome  grave,  learned,  and  wife  Man  amongft  you, 
to  be  your  Speaker  ;  who  (hall  be  for  Underftand- 
ing  fufficient,  and  for  Difcretion  fit,  as  your 
Mouth,  to  fignify  your  Minds,  and  to  make 
your  Petitions  known  unto  her  Highnefs ;  and 

'  hitn. 
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Que-nE'i=abcih.'  '''^>   "P'^"  Thur/day  'licxt,   to  prefent   in  ihis 
'1597.      '*  Phce.' 

On  The  faid  D^y,  October  27th,  the  Commons 

prefented  Mr  Serjeant   Yelvertoii  as  their  Speaker, 

ChriftopherYei-  who  daiming  the  antient  and   ulua!  Freedom  of 

ckSd  S^^er.  Sp^^c^»  Accefs,  &c.  was  anlvvered  by  the  Lord  . 

'  Keeper,  that  her  Majefty  did  give  her  Affent  to  it  ; 

with  Admonition,  however,  that  the  faid  Liberties 

and  Privileges  (hould  be  difcreetly  and  wifely  ufed, 

as  was  meet. 

There  was   the  greatcft  Tntroduftion  of  new 
Bifhops  and  Lords  to  this  Parliament,  that  we  have 
yet  met  with  at  one  Time.     The  very  firft  Day 
there  were  no  lels  than  one  Archbifhop,  four  Earls, 
ten  Bifhops,  and  five  Barons  introduced  ;  befides 
.        the  Lord  De  la  Ware,  who  put  in  his  Claim  for 
Ca^^of  Lord  De  ^'^?  Scat  his  Anceltors  enjoyed  in  Parliament.     His 
La  Ware,  as  to  Petition  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  Lords  ap- 
^recedcr.cy,  &c.  pointed  for  that  Purpofe,  to  examine  into  hisPre- 
tenfioDs  and  make  their  Report  to  the  Houfe  accor- 
dingly.  This  Lord's  Father  had  attempted  topoi-, 
fon  his  Uncle,  the  then  Lord  La-lVare^  in  Expec-, 
taiion  of  his  Eftate  ;  and  was,  by  an  Order  of  Par- , 
liamenr.  In  the  Reign  of  Edward  VL  excluded 
from  any  Eftate  or  Honour  that  might  come  to 
him  after  his  Uncle's  Death.     The  faid  VAlliam 
was  alfo  condemned  for  Treafon  in  Queen  JUtary's 
Reign  ;  but  afterwards  his  Attainder  taken  off  as 
if  he  had  never  be^n  arraigned.     But,  whereas, 
by  reafon  of  the  former  Sentence,  he  could  not  by 
Law  enjoy  the  Honour  of  his  Anccftors,    he  was, 
by  this  Queen's  fpccial  Favour,  created  Lord  La- 
fVare,    by  a  nev/  Patent,  and  as  long  as  he  lived 
'  claimed  Precedency  according  to  the  Date  of  his 

Creation.  The  C^ieen  referred  the  whole  Matter 
to  the  Lords  in  Parliament;  who,  finding  that  the 
fiprmer  Sentence  concerned  only  the  Perfon  of  the 
laid  Willi jj/!,  and  that  his  Children  were  no  Ways  in  - 
volv'd  in  the  fame,  and  that  the  Attainder  in  Queen 
Mary\  Rcign  was  no  Manner  of  Bar,  bccajJe  it 
was  impoffible  lor  him  to  lofe  a  Title  which  he 
f! ever  had,   bcudes,  that  he  v/as  afterwards  fully 

and 
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and  entirely  reftored,,  and  the  antient  Dignity  no  Queen  ElirabetV^ 

Way  extinft  by  the  new  Creation,  but  only  laid         JS97< 

afide  in  his  Life-time,    becaule  he  was  not  in  Pof- 

feflion  of  it  when  he  received  his  new  Patent.. 

For  all   thefe  Reafons,    he  was  adjudged  by  the 

Lords  to  hold  the  liimeRank  with  his  Predeceflbrs,         .„^,ry:„..<? 

betwixt  the  Lord  WHloughhy  oi  Erejby  and  the  Lord         ;.i>a>''s..'v 

Berkley  \    and  he  Was  accordingly  reinftated  with 

the  ufual  Ceremonies,    and  an  Entry  was  made  in, 

the  Lords  Journals  of  this  Award. 

The  lame  Day  another  Entry  is  made,  on  a 
Motion  of  the  Lord  Treafurer,  that  forafmuch  as 
the  Journal- Books  kept  heretofore,  by  the  Clerks 
of  Parliament,  feemed  to  have  fome  Errors  in 
them  in  the  Mifplacing  of  the  Lords,  it  was  doubt- 
ed how  the  fame  might  be  of  true  Record.  There- 
fore he  thought  proper  that  the  Lords  would  pleafe 
to  take  order  that  the  faid  Books,  which  henceforth 
fliould  be  kept  by  the  Clerk  of  Parliament,  may 
be  viewed  and  perufed  every  Parliament,  by  certain 
Lords  of  that  Houl^s  to  be  appointed  for  that  Pur- 
pofe,  and  the  Lift  of  the  Lords,  in  their  Order, 
to  be  fubfcribed  by  them.  Taking  unto  them  for 
their  better  Information,  the  King  at  Arms;  and 
that  this  Order  might  begin  this  prefent  Parliament. 

On  another  Motion  of  the  Lord  Treafurer, 
fuch  Lords  as  were  abfent  from  Parliament  and  had 
not  lent,  their  Proxies,  and  fuch  others  as  made 
their  Appearance  in  the  Beginning  of  ihe  Parliament 
and  have  notfince  attended,  fhould  be  admoniftied 
to  reform  the  fame. 

Thefe  private  AfFairsb:ing  fettled  amongft  them- 
felves,  the  Care  of  the  Public  was  next  regarded  ; 
and  the  firfl:  Bill  of  Confequence  we  meet  with,  is 
intitutled,  An  A£i  for  the  lureafe  of  Mariners  and 
Maintaining  of  Navigation  j  repealing  a  former  fn"rfafe  clfMa- 
Aoi,  ?nade  in  the  23^  Tear  of  this  Reign ^  bearing  xm^xs-^ 
the  Jame  Title.  This  A£l,  which  is  ftill  extant  in 
our  Statute- Books,  fliev/  what  Care  the  Lcgifla- 
ture  then  took  to  liipnort  and  maintain  the  Navy 

of 


4ro     The  l?arliamentary  History 

^enElirabeth.ot  England^    which  had  been  and  ever  will  be  its 
»597-        greatelt  Security  {f). 

Nor  were  they  Itfs  careful  to  preferve  Peace  at 
Home,  by  bringing  in  a  Bill,  this  Parliament,  far 
Erefting  of  Houfes  of  Correftion,  and  for  the  Pu- 
PonUhment  of  nifliment  of  Rogues,  Vagabonds  and  fturdy  Beg- 
VagaboDdsi  g^^g^  W\(xc\i  IS  the  firft  Time  thofe  Houfes,  fo 
neceflary  for  correfting  Vice,  were  eftablifhed  in 
every  County  by  Law.  Vi, 

Thefe  and  fome  other  Bills  for  the  Relief  of  tfie' 
Poor,  by  Erefting  of  Hofpitals  and  Work-houfes  in 
Parifhes,  the  Endowments  of  which  were  not  to 
And  other  public  exceed  200I.  per  Annum  \    for  the  Maintenance  of 
Porpofes.  Tillage  and  Husbandry ;  for  Preventing  of  Frauds 

by  the  Receivers,  Colle6tors,  i^c,  of  the  public  Mo- 
ney; and  for  Preventing  or  Punifliing  Extortion, 
Rapes,  and  taking  away  Women  againft  their  Willsj 
for  the  Encouragement  of  the  Woolen  Manufa<^u- 
ry,  and  to  prevent  the  deceitful  Stretching  and 
Tentering  of  Northern  Cloth,  ^c.  were  palled  this 
SefTion,  and  are  in  the  printed  Statutes,     But, 

The  Bill,  for  which  this  Parliament  was  princi^ 
pally  called,  was  read  in  the  Houfeof  Lords,  a 
third  Time,  on  the  i6th  of  December  and  palled; 
A  large  Subfidy.'"^'^^^^^*  ^'^  -^^  f°^'  ^  Grant  of  three  entire  Sub- 
fidies  and  fix  Fifteenths  and  Tenths  to  the  .^een's 
Majejly.  The  Bill  had  been  brought  into  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  7ih,  and  palled  there 
on  the  i-fth.  This  large  Supply  they  faid  was. 
given  to  her,  as  a  Compliment,  '  for  her  Majefty's 
'wife  Adminiltration;    for  Reftoring  Religion  to 

*  a  better  Scate ;  for  the  Security  of  the  Kingdom 
*         *  from  the  common  Enemy  ;    for  the  Defence  of 

*  Ireland,  and  the  Relief  of  France  and  the  Nether- 

*  lands.     But,  intreated  her  withal,  as  they  had 

*  done  in  the  lait  Parliament,  not  to  advance  this 
'  fpecial  In/lance  of  their  Bounty  into  a  Precedent, 
«  but  only  upon  fuch  prejjing  NeceJJitiei  of  the  Stated 

The 

(f)  A  Dili  was  brought  into  the  Houft  of  Lor'i'.  and  read,  for 
rtie  better  Furnifting  and  Supplying  ot'  lawful  Surgeons  tor  tho 
Land  and  Sea  Service  }  but  at  tiic  fecoiid.  Re  ding  this  Bili  was 
diop'd  3  the  Keafo'i  not  afTigned, 
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The  Clergy  were  more  moderate  this  Time,  giv-  Queen  Eiizabctk. 
ing  only  four  Shillings  in  the  Pound,  to  be  paid        1597. 
at  fix  feveral  Payments. 

The  lafl  A61  we  think  proper  to  mention,   that 
was  pafled  this  Seffion  of  Parliament,    was  concer- 
ning the  Deprivation  of  Popijh  Bifhops,  in  the  firft 
Year  of  this  Queen's  Reign.     Whereby  it  was 
declared,   'That  the  faid  Deprivation  was,   ^nd ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ 
'  fhould  ftill  be  accounted  legal  and  valid ;  and  that  firming  of  the 
*  the  Bifhops  fubftituted  in  their  Room,  fhould  be  Deprivation   of 
'adjudged  as    lawfully  created.'     Dec,    the  20th  ^^^^  J"''''^  ^''' 
'  the  Lord  Keeper  adjourned  the  Parliament  to  the   °^^' 
nth  of  January  next  coming. 

Some  lefs  Matters  relating  to  Breaches  of  Pri- 
vilege and  Forms  of  managing  Committes  of  both 
Houfes,  on  a  Conference,  are  entered  this  Seflion 
in  the  Journal  of  the  Lords ;  nothing  elfe  of  any 
Moment,  but  what  will  fall  better  in  our  Account 
of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Commons  this  Parlia- 
ment, to  which  we  now  come. 

But  thefe  P;oceedings  will  be  found  much  fhort- 
er,  and  of  left  Confequence,  than  thofe  in  the  laft 
Parliament.  The  firft  Day  of  their  Meeting,  Ser- 
jeant yelverton  having  been  nominated  by  Sir  Willi- 
Ham  KnolUs,  ComptrolL^r  ot  her  Majefly's  Houf- 
hold,  as  a  fit  Mun  tor  that  Office :  The  faid  Ser- 
jeant flood  up,  and  urged  his  D  fabilities  in  too  re- 
markable a  Manner  to  be  omined  ^g). 


EN  C  E  your  unexpedled  Choice  of 

me    to      be    your     MouLh     or    Speaker  Serjeant  Yelver. 


:W" _  . 

*  fhould  proceed,  I  an.  uirtrly  .gnorant.     If  from  ^^g^^j^jj;,"" 

*  my  Merits,  flrange  it  were  that  lb  few   Deferts  speaker. 

*  fhould  purchafe,  fu  idenly.  fo  great  an  Honour. 
'  Nor  from  my  Abi.iiy  dorh  this  your  Choice 
'  proceed  ;  for  well  known  it  is  to  a  great  Num- 

*  berin  this  Place  now   aflrinbled,  that  my  Eftatc 

*  is  nothing  correffiondenr  lor  tlie  Vlaintenance  of 

*  this  Dignity:  For  my  Fath^.r,  ..ying,   left  me  a 

*  younger  Brother,  ani  n  jth  ng  'j  me  but  mv  bare 

*  Annuity.    Then  ^/ovmgto  Man's  Efare  and 

'  fome  ^ 

(g)  D^Ewes's  Journals,  iVom  n  Mdiiulcript. 
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Queen  Elitabeth. '  ibme  fmall  Praftice  of  the  Law,  I  took  a  Wife, 
,-^?7*        *  by  whom  I  have  had  many  Children,  the  Keep- 

*  ing  of  us  all  being  a  great  Impoverifhment  to  my 

*  Eftate,  and  the  daily  Living  of  us  all  nothing 
'  but  my  daily  Induftry.     Neither  from  my  Per- 

i/:.';foH   nor  Nature  doth  this  Choice  arife  ;    for  he 

*  that  fupplieth  this  Place  ought  to  be  a  Man  bigg 

*  and  comely,   ftately  and   well  fpoken,  his  Voice 

*  great,  his  Courage  majeftical,  his  Nature  haugh- 
'  ty,  and  his  Purfe  plentiful  and  heavy  :  But  con- 

*  trarily,  the  Stature  of  my  Body  is  fmall,  myfelf 
'  not  (o  well  fpoken,  my  Voice  low,  my  Carriage 

•    '  Lawyer-like,  and  of  the  common  Fafhion,  my 

*  Nature  foft  and  bafhful,  my  Purfe  thin,  light,  and 
'  never  yet  plentiful.  Wherefore  I  now  fee  the 
'  only  Caufe  of  this  Choice  is,  a  gracious  and  fa- 
'  vourable  Cenfure  of  your  good  and  undeferved 
'  Opinions  of  me.     But  1  moft  humbly  hefeech 

*  you,  recal  this  your  fudden  Eledlion;  and.there- 

*  fore  becaufe  the  more  fudden,  the  fooner  to  be 
'  recalled.  But  if  this  cannot  move  your  fudden 
'  Choice,  yet  let  this  one  Thing  perfuade  you,  that 
'  rnyfelf  not  being  gracious  in  the  Eye  of  her  Ma - 
'  '^^Yi  neither  ever  yet  in  Account  wiih  any  great 

*  rerlbnages,  (hall  deceive   your  Expcdaiion  in 

*  thofe  weighty  Matters  and  great  Afiairs  which 
•'  fhould  be  committed  unto  me.     Yox '\i  Dcmo/l- 

*  henes^  being  fo  learned  and  eloquent  as  he  was, 
'  one  whom  none  furpafTed,  trembled  to  fpeak  be- 
'  fore  Phocion  at  Athens -^   how  much  mwe  (hall  I, 

*  being  unlearned  and  unskilul,  lupply  this  Place 
'  of  Dignity,  Charge,  and  Trouble,  to  fpeak  before 
'  fo  ni my  Phocicns  as  here  be  ?  Yea,  which  is  the 

*  grea;eft,  before  the  unfpeakable  Majefty  and  .fa- 

*  cred  Peifonage  of  our  dread  and  dear  Sovereign  ; 

*  the  7'crror  of  whofe  Countenance  will  appale 

*  and  ahafe  even  the  ftouteft  Heart  ;  yea,  whofe 

*  very  Name  will  pulldown  the grea tell  Courage. 

*  For  hov/  mightily  doth  the  Eftaie  aiid  Name  of 

*  a  Prince  dgcdt  the  hauj;,hlicrt  Stomach,  evtn  of 

*  their  greatelt  Subjects  ?     I  bcl'ccch  you  therefore, 

*  again  and  again,  to  proceed  unto  a  new  Eledion, 

*  hcrQ 
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*  here  being  many  better  able,  more  fufficient,  and  Queen  Elizabeth. 
'  far  more  worihy  than  myfelf,  both  for  the  Ho-        ^597- 

'  nour  of  this  Aflembly,  and  general  Good  to  the 

*  public  State.' 

This  Speech  being  anfwered  by  Mr  Comptroller, 
and  the  whole  Houfe  being  unanimous  in  their  Op- 
tion, the  faid  Serjeant  was  prelented,  and  confirm- 
ed by  the  Queen,  as  hath  been  before  related. 

It  had  been  the  Cuftom  of  thefe  later  Protejlant 
Parliaments,  for  the  Speaker  to  compofe  a  Prayer, 
to  be  read  by  him  every  Morning  during  the  SefTi-     . 
on.     Accordingly,  the  prefent  Speaker  made  and 
read  the  following. 

O  Eternal  God,  Lord  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  the 
great  and  mighty  Counfellor,  We  thy  poor  Ser-'^^^^^'^^^}^^ 
qjants,  ajjembled  before  thee,  in  this  honourable  Senate,  the^Sefibn. 
humbly  acknowledge  our  great  and  manifold  Sins  and 
Imperfe^lions,  and  thereby  our  Unworthwefs  to  receive 
any  Grace  and  Afffla^ice  from  thee :  Tet,  mo  ft  mer- 
ciful Father,  fince,  by  thy  Providence,  we  are  called 
from  all  Parts  of  the  Land  to  this  fajnoiis  Council  of 
Parliament,  to  advife  of  thofe  Things  which  concern 
thy  Glory,  the  good  of  thy  Church,  the  Profperity  of 
cur  Prince,  and  the  Weal  of  her  People  -,  tve  7noJl  in- 
tirely  befeech  thee,  that  pardoning  all  our  Sins  in  the 
Blood  of  thy  Son  Jefus  Cbrifl,  it  would  plea fe  thee,  by 
the  Bright nefs  of  thy  Spirit,  to  expel  Darknefs  and 
Vanity  from  our  Minds,  and  Partiality  from  our 
Speeches  ;  and  grant  unto  usfuch  Wifdom  and  Inte- 
grity of  Heart  as  becometh  the  Servants  of  Jefus 
Chriji,  the  Subje^s  of  a  gracious  Prince,  and 
Members  of  this  honourable  Houfe. 

Let  not  us,  O  Lord,  zuho  are  met  together  for  the 
Public  Good  of  the  whole  Land,  be  more  carelefs  and 
remifs  than  we  ufe  to  be  in  our  oivn  private  Caujcs. 
Give  Grace,  we  befeech  thee,  that  every  one  of  us  may 
labour  to  Jl)ew  a  good  Confc:ence  to  thy  Mojcjly,  a 
good  Zeal  to  thy  Word,  and  a  loyal  He  art  to  our  Prince, 
and  a  Chrifiian  Love  to  our  Country  end  Co?nmQn- 
wealth, 

O  Lord, 
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Queen  Eli«beth.  ^  Lordy  fo  mite  and  conjoin  the  Hearts  of  Her 
j^^j.  Excellent  Majejiy  and  this  whole  AJjemhly^  as  they 
may  he  a  threefold  Cord  not  eafily  broken ;  giving 
Strength  to  fuch  godly  Laws  as  be  already  enabled, 
that  they  may  be  the  better  executed,,  and  enacting 
fuch  as  are  further  requiftte  for  the  Bridling  of  the 
IVicled^  and  the  Encouragement  unto  the  godly  and 
well-aJfeciedSubje^s :  Ihat  fo  thy  great  Bkjfing  may 
be  continued  towards  usy  and  thy  grievous  Judg' 
ments  turned  from  us.  And  that  only  for  Chriji 
Jefus  Sake,  our  mofi  glorious  and  only  Mediator  and 
Advocate^  to  whom^  with  thy  bleffed  Maje/ly  and  the 
Holy  Ghoji y  be  given  all  Honour  and  Praife.,  Power 
and  Dominion^  from  this  Time  forth  for  evermore. 

After  this  Prayer  was  ended  and  a  Bill  againft 

,     "       Foreftallers,  ^c.  read,  Mr  Francis  Bacon  ftood  up, 

and  made  a  Motion    *  againft  Inclolures  and  De- 

*  population  of  Towns  and  Houfes  of  Husbandry 
*i"A^"f"^'  '  and   Tillage.     And  to  this  Purpofe  he  brought 

of  HufbanUryj      ..  uj-  r>n  j  ■  Z. 

*  in,  as  he  termed  it,  two  Bills,  not  drawn  with  a 

*  polifhed  Pen,  but  wi:h  apohfhed  Heart,  free  from 

*  AfFedion  and  Affe<ibtion.     And  becaufe  former 

*  Laws  are  Medicines  of  our  Underftanding,  he  faid, 

<  that  he  had  perufed  the  Preambles  of  former  Sta- 

<  tutes,  and  by  them  did  fee  the  Inconveniences  of 

<  this  Matter,   being  then   fcarce  out  of  the  Shell 

*  to  be  now  full  ripened.     And,  he  faid,  that  the 
'  Overflowing  of  the  People  here,  makes  aShrink- 

*  ing  and  Abate  elfewhere:    And  that  thefe  two 

*  Mifchiefs,  though  they  be  exceeding  grea*-,  yet 

*  they  feem  the  leG,  becaufe  ^tsMala  cum  muUis 

*  patimnr^  leviora  videntur.     And  though  it  may 

*  be  thought  ill,  and  very  prejudicial  to  Lords  that 

*  have  inclofed  great  Grounds,  and  pulled  down 

*  even  whole   Towns,  and    converted   them    to 

*  Sheep  Paftures  ;  yet  conlidering  the  Increafe  of 

*  People,  and  the  Benefit  of  the  Commonwealth,  I 

*  doubt  not  but  every  Man  will  deem  the  Revival 

*  of  former  Moth-eaten  Laws,  in  this  Point,  a 

*  praifeworthy  Thing.     For,  in  Matters  of  Policy, 

*  III  is  not  to  be  thought  ill,  which  bringeth  forth 
'  Good.     For,  Inclofure  of  Grounds  brings  Depo- 

•  pulati»n 
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pulation,  which  brings  firft  Idlenefs,  fecondly  De-  Q"«n  Elizabeth 
cay  of  Tillage,  thirdly  Subverfion  ofHoufes,  and  ^^^^'' 
Decay  of  Charily,  and  Charges  to  the  Poor  ; 
fourthly  impov°ri{hing  the  State  of  the  Realm. 
A  Law,  for  the  taking  away  of  luch  Inconveni- 
ences, is  not  to  be  thought  ill  or  hurtful  unto  the 
general  State.  And  I  would  be  forry  to  fee, 
within  this  Kingdom,  that  Piece  of  Ovid's  Verfe 
prove  true.  Jam  Seges  ubi  T^roja  fu'it :  So  in  Eng- 
land, inftead  of  a  whole  Town  full  of  People, 
nought  but  green  Fields,  but  a  Shepherd  and  a 
Dog.  The  Kye  of  Experience  is  the  fure  Eye, 
but  the  Eye  of  VVifdom  is  the  quick-fighted  Eye  ; 
and  by  Experience  we  daily  fee,  N£?no  putat  i/IuJ 
videre  turpe,  quod fibi fit  quajluojum.  And  there- 
fore there  is  almoll  no  Confcience  made  in  de- 
flroying  the  Savour  of  Life,  Bread  I  mean,  for 
Panli  Sapor  Fita.  And  therefore  a  ftrid  and 
rigorous  Law  had  need  to  be  made  againfl  thofe 
viperous  Natures,  who  fulfil  the  Proverb,  Si  non 
pojje  quod  vult,  velle  tamen  quod  poteft\  which  if 
it  be  made  by  us,  and  Life  given  unto  it  by  Exe- 
cution in  our  feveral  Counties,  no  doubt  but  they 
will  prove  Laws  tending  to  God's  Honour,  the 
Renown  of  her  Majefty,  the  Fame  of  this  Par- 
liament, and  the  everlafting  Good  of  this  King- 
dom. And  therefore  1  think  them  worthy  to  be 
read  and  received.' 

This  Speech  was  feconded  by  Sir  "John  Fcrtefcue, 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  v/ho  gave  his  Opi- 
nion much  in  the  fame  Way  with  Mr  Baeon  ;  and 
alfo  moved  for  a  Committee  to  confider  of  the 
Bill ;  which  was  ordered  accordingly. 

Nov.  the  8th.     A  grand  Committee  of  Privileges 
and  Elections  being   appointed,   Mr  Ci?^;-^^  J^/^i?/- Againft  unnecsf- 
made  a  Motion : '  He  fliewed  the  great  and  burthen-  ^"^  Armour  j 

•  feme  Charge  upon  the  Subjects  of  this  Realm  j  be- 
'  ing  compelled,  under  great  Penalties,  to  have  and 
'  keep  fundry  Sorts  of  Armour  and  Weapons,  at  pre- 

*  fent  altogether  unneceflary  and  unufeful.  Bc- 
'  ides  being  charged  with  the  finding  and  providing 

'  of 
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fucenEiiMbeth. '  offuch  Other  Weapons  and  Armour,  from  Time 

1597-        *  to  Time,  as  the  Captains,  who  are  appointed  to 

*  this  Charge,  upon  any  Occafion  of  Service,  wjll 

*  call  for  and  appoinr,  at  their  own  Pleafure.     For 

*  Redrefs  whereof,  and  that  a  Law  might  be  made 

*  for  a  Certainty  in  this  Matter,  he  moved  for  a 

*  Committee,  which  was  accordingly  nominated. 


'^'he  fame  Day  Mr  Francis  Hajfings  moved  *  for 
ForleneningPe-^  *  the  Abridgment  and  Reforming  the  exceflive 
naiLawsj  <  Number  of  fuperfluous  and  burthenfome  Penal 
'  Laws.'  This  was  feconded  by  Mr  Francis  Ba- 
con and  others,  and  another  Committee  was  appoin- 
ted to  confider  of  a  Bill  lor  that  Purpofe.  Amongft 
thefe  there  is  only  the  firft,  againfl.  Inclofures,  which 
pafled  into  a  Law. 

Nov.  the  8rh.     Mr  Wingfield  moved  '  for  a  Bill 

*  to  correal  fundry  Abufes  and  Enormities,  occafi- 

AgainftMonopo-.  ^^.^^  ^^  ?Mt\M^  of  Privileges  and  Monopolies.* 

The  next  Day,  notwithftanding  feme  Oppofition, 
the  Bill  was  committed  ;  but  it  did  not  pafs  into  a 
Law  this  Parliament.  And,  it  is  only  mentioned, 
as  it  was  a  Bill  which  touched  the  Prerogative,  held 
very  facred  in  this  Reign.  A  Revival  of  this  Bill 
occafioned  much  Debate  in  the  next  Parliament. 

A  Bill  having  been  brought  into  the  Houfc,  and 
committed,  relating  to  AbufeS  in  Licences  for 
Marriages  without  Banns  ;  with  the  Abufes  in 
Probats  of  Teflaments  and  Procefles  ex  Officio  by 
Ecclefiaftical  Officers ;  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer acquainted  them.  That  her  Majefty  had  been 
An?  unlawful  inforfTied  of  the  many  horrible  inceftuous  Marria- 
Ma.riagcs.  ggj  fpokcn  of  in  this  Houfe  the  Day  before.  And, 
being  relolved  to  redrefs  and  punifh  the  fame,  com- 
manded him  ro  take  Informa'ion  of  the  Grievances 
from  the  particular  Members  of  this  Houfc.  By  this, 
it  appears,  that  tbo*  the  Queen  had  been  ever  oppo- 
hre  to  any  Manner  of  Innovation  in  Ecclefiaftical 
Government ;  y;t,  underftanding  the  Abufes,  here 
fpoken  of,  had  been  proved  in  the  Houfc,  fhe  had 
not  only  given  Leave  to  the  Commons  to  treat 
thereof,   but  had  encouraged  them  to  proceed  In 

th« 
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Reformation  of  them.     But,  notwithftanding  this  Queen Eikabetii. 

fair  Beginning,  the  Bill  never  pafled  into  a  Law  ;        ^597- 

and  feme  Days  after  was  drop'd  by  the  Houfe  of 

Commons  itfelf. 
Nov.  xfth.     A  Motion  was  rnade  for  a  Supply, 

by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  *  who  put  the 
Houfe  in  mind  of  the  Lord  Keeper's  Speech  to 
tliem,  on  the  firft  Day  of  this  Parliament,  by  her 
Majefty's  Diredion,  touching  the  Cauies  of  her 
Highnefs's  Calling  of  this  Parliametit,  and  (hew- 
ing, at  large,  her  Majefty's  great  and  excefiive 
Charges,  fuftained  for  the  Defence  of  her  High- 
nefs's  Realms  and  Dominions,  againft;  the  Force 
of  the  King  ofSpahi^  amounting  to  more  than  a 
treble  Value  of  the  lafl:  three  S u ^/idi es -^nd  fix  Fif-  Motion  for  | 
teentbs  and  Tefiths,  granted  utito  her  in  the  laft^^'^^  Supply  3 
Parliament  ;  and  declaring  further  the  great  Ne- 
ceffity  of  fome  Mafs  of  Treafure,  to  be  provided 
towards  the  Supply  of  her  Highnefs's  Charges  in 
the  Continuation  of  the  Maintenance  of  her  Mar 
jeft:y's  Forces,  in  Defence  of  her  Highnefs's 
Realms,  Dominions,  and  Subjefts,  againft  the 
Forces  and  Invafions  of  the  faid  King  of  Spain  ; 
and  further  referring  the  Particulars  of  the  De- 
figns  and  Attempts  of  the  faid  King  of  Spaifi^ 
fincethe  laft  Parliament,  to  be  reported  unto  this 
Houfe,  by  Mr  Secretary  j  moved  for  a  feledled 
Committee  of  this  Houfe,  to  be  nominated  to 
treat  and  consult  concerning  that  Matter.' 

Hereupoti  Mr  Secretary  Cecil  fiiewed,  at  large^ 
The  Pradices,  and  Attempts  of  the  faid  King 
of  Spain,  againil  her  Majefty  and  her  Realms^ 
Dominions  and  Subje6ls,  in  divers  Sorts,  and  at 
lundry  Times  j  together  with  his  great  Over- 
throws in  the  lame  by  the  Mighty  Hand  of  God^ 
and  of  her  Highnel's's  Forces,  to  his  perpetual  Ig- 
nominy and  great  D.fhonour  throughout  the 
whole  World/     And  fo,  after  a  large  Difcourfe, 

moft  excellently  delivered  by  him,  fays  the  Jour' 

alijl,  concluded  with  a  Motion  '  for  proceeding  to 

the  faid  Committees-'     Wlaereupon,  after  fome 

Speeches  by  Sir  Edward  Hobby  and  Mr  Francis  Bacon ^ 
Vol.  IV.  Dd  It 
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QueenEiu*beth. It  WES  agreed,  that  all  the  Privy  Council,  being 
1597'  Members  of  this  Houle,  all  the  Knights  returned  for 
the  Counties  into  this  prefent  Parliament,  and  all 
Citizens  for  Cities  returned  into  this  Houfe,  fhould 
meet  about  ;he  faid  Bufinefs,  on  Friday  next,  at 
Two  in  the  Afternoon,  in  this  Houfe  ;  and  anv 
other  of  this  Houfe  then  to  come  to  them  alfo  at 
their  Pleafure. 

It  .is  worth  Obfervation,  that  notwiihftanding 
Which  u  agree.!  jj^g  j^rge    Supply,   granted  by  the  lalt  Parliament, 
pa'ntTon.     °^'  met  with  fo  much  Opix)fuion   in  the  Commons ; 
both  in  the  many  Dilputes  they  had  with  the  Lords 
about  it,  and  amongft  themfclves :     Yet  a  Grant 
jj  of  the  fame  Nature,  and  with  fome  harder  Condi- 

;  tions,  on  the  Part  of  the  Subjedl,  paffed  this  Houfe 

in  far  Icfs  Time,  and  without  any  Oppofition  at  all. 
For  a  Bill  for  a  Grant  of  three  Subfidies  and  (ix Fif- 
teenths and  Tenths,  to  be  paid  in  a  fliorier  Time 
than  thofe  granted  laft  Parliament,  was  read  a  firlt 
Time,  December  the  yth.  On  the  lOth  it  was 
ordeied  to'beengroflfrd  ;  and,  on  the  i-j-ih  of  the 
fame,  it  palled  this  Houfe,  and  was  fent  up  to  the 
Lords,  by  Mr  Comptroller  and  others.  On  \\hich 
'  the  Jcurnali/i  makes  this  Obfervatic^n  ;    *  That  as 

this  Grant  exceeded  that  in  the  laft  Pailiament,  'in 
Refpect  of  the  Manner  of  Payment,  fo  in  the  next, 
a  dill  larger  Supply  was  given.'  By  whicli,  we 
muft  either  judge  that  the  Necefluics  of  the  State 
were  in  thefc"  Times  exceeding  urgent  ;  or  that 
the  former  Grants  fervcd  as  leading  Precedents  to 
the  latter.  Nctwiihitandiiig  the  Claufe  in  the  Pre- 
amble to  the  Bill  of  the  firft  Grant  exprelt>ly  fays. 
That  tle/e  large  and  unujual  Grants^  v.ade  to  a  mcj} 
excellent  Pnncefs^  en  a  7no/l preffing  and  extraordina- 
ry Occafion,  Jljculd  not^  at  any  Time  hereafter^  be 
draiuninto  a  Precedent. 

'IJhe  reft  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of 
Conmions,  in  thisSedion  of  Parliament,  are  abaut 
Matters  of  fmall  Account  to  this  Hiftory,  and 
therefore  omitted.  On  the  zoth  of  December  the 
Houfe  was  adjourned  to  the  i  ilh  of  January^  on 
account  of  Chrijlmas  Holy -Days.     And,  on  the 
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9th  o^ February,  the  Queeh  came  to  the  Houfe  of  Qil'=<="2i'"^«^''» 
Lords  in  the  Afternooiij  as  was  the  ufual  Cuftom         ^^^*    - 
in  thofe  Days  j  when,   fending  for  the  Commons, 
the  Speaker,  having  made  his  three  Reverences  to 
her  Majefty,  fpake,  in  EfFedt,  as  follows : 

FT  R  S  T,  he  fhewed  the  Happinefs  of  a  (Com- 
mon-Wealth  governed  by  Laws,  by  which  T'^^  Speaker': 
Subjects  are  held  in  due  Obedience  j  which  heroi^oiutionofthe 
Majefty  obferving,  had  now  called  a  Parliament  Parliament. 
for  the  Prefervalion  of  feme  Laws,  Amending  of 
others,  cutting  off  unneceflary  Statutes,  and 
the  making  of  new,  never  before  enadled  :  And 
that  her  Majefty's  Subjeds  in  this  Parliament, 
confidering  the  Strength  of  the  Realm  to  confilt 
in  the  Strength  of  the  Prince  and  Subjeds,  and 
their  Strength  to  ftand  firft  in  the  Hands  of  God, 
and  next  in  Provifion  of  Treafure  ;  there- 
fore, faid  he,  your  Majefty's  moft  humble,  duti- 
ful, and  obedient  Subjeds,  have,  by  me  their 
Mouth  and  Speaker,  prefented  here  a  free  Gift 
of  their  free  and  loving  Hearts ;  the  which,  I 
hope  and  think,  was  granted  without  a  Thought 
of  a  hio.  Sure  T  am,  without  the  Word  of  a  Noi 
'  The  fecond  Part  {hewed  a  Commandment  im- 
pofed  on  him  by  the  Hoafe  of  Commons,  which 
was  touching  Monopolies  or  Patents  of  Privilege, 
the  which  was  a  let  and  penned  Speech,  made  at 
a  Committee. 

*  The  Third  (hewed  a  Thankfulnefs  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  for  the  Pardon. 
'  The  Fourth  and  laft  contained  the  fiid  Speak- 
er's own  Petition,  That  if  any  Faults  had  beerU 
commuted  in  the  Houfe,  they  might  not  be  now 
again  revived.  And  it  either  he  had  fpoken  too 
much,  or  not  fo  much  as  in  Duty  he  ought  to 
have  done,  he  belought  her  Majefty's  Pardon. 
And  that  as  it  had  pleafed  her  Majefty  to  grant 
Pardon  to  all  her  loving  Subjeds,  fo  that  llie 
would  not  exempt  him  alone,  b^c* 

D  d  2  'to 
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Queen  Elizabeth.     To  which  Speech  the   Lord  Keeper,   by  the 
1597-        Queen's  Command,  made  the  following  Anfwer  : 

*  /^UR  Moft  Dread  Sovereign,  her  Excellent 
The  Lord  Keep- «  \J    Majefty,  hath  given  me,  in  Charge,  to  lay 

er's  AnAver.        «   ^^^^   ^^^    ^^^    ^j^^   ^^^   ^f  ^^^  \Qv\nZ  Subjeds, 

*  that  (he  doth  thankfully  accept  of  their   free 

*  Gift  of  Subfidy  granted  by  the  Commons,  which 

*  (he  would  not  have  required,  had  not  the  Puif- 
'  fance  of  the  Enemy  conftrained  her  thereunto. 
'  Secondly,  Touching  the  Monopolies,  her  Maje- 

*  fty    hoped  th^t  her  dutiful  and  loving  Subje<fts 

*  would  not  take  away  her  Prerogative*  which  is 
'  the  chiefeft  Flower  in  her  Garden,  and  the  prin- 

*  cipsl  and  head  Pearl  in  her  Crown  and  Diadem  ; 
'  but  that  they   will  rather  leave  that  to  her  Dif- 

*  pofition.  And  as  her  Majefty  hath  proceeded 
,'  to  Trial  of  them  already,  fo  fhe  promifeth  to 
'  continue,  that  they  ftiall  all  be  examined,  to  abide 

*  the  Trial   and  true  Touchftone  of  the  Law. 

*  Thirdly,   Touching  her  Pardon,  her  Majefty's 

*  Pleafure  is,  that  I  fhew  unto  you,  that  you  do 

*  not  fo  willingly  accept  it  as  {he  giveth  it. 

*  Fourthly,  For  your  Pardon,  Mr  Speaker,  her 

*  Majefty  faith.  That  you  have  fo  learnedly  and  fo 

*  eloqaently  defended  yourfelf  now,  and  painfully 
'  behaved  yourfelf  heretofore,  as  that  your  Labour 

*  deferveih  double  her  Thanks:    But,  in  your  Pe- 

*  tition,  I  muft  alfo  join   with  you,  in  befeeching 

*  her  moft  Excellent  Majefty,  that  if  any  thing, 

*  through  Want  of  Experience,  or  through  mine 

*  Imperfeiitions  and  Ignorance,  have  overllipped 
'  me,  it  may  be  pardoned  snd  remitted.' 

The  Lord  Keeper  having  finiflied    his  Speech, 

Tie  P«  1     -    ^""^  ^'^^  Qlieen   given   the  Royal  Aflent  to  fifteen 

^;:rc:-. '"""'"  Private  and  twenty- ei^ht  publick  Ads,  and  refufed 

cr  quaflied    forty-eight   ieveral  Bills,  which  had 

pafTed  both  Houles,   the    faid   great  Officer,    by 

her  Majefty's  Command,  diflblved  this  Parliament. 

The  Year  after  the  iaft  Parliament  was  difTolved, 
died   IVilliam  Cedl,  Lord  Burleigh^  Lord  High- 

Trea- 
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Treafurer  of  England.     This  Statefman  had  Jived  Queen  Elizabeth, 
to  a  good  old  Age  ;  and,  at  laft  fell,  exhaufted  by        '59,7- 
Study  and  the  neceflary  Fatigue  of  his   Employ- 
ment.    Ke  had  acquired  a  vaft  Eftate,  with  as  great  Tho  Death  of  the 
a  Charafter  ;  and  left  two  Earldoms  in  his  Fami-  ^""^^^^^  Treafurer 
ly,  to  this  Day  enjoyed  by  his  Pofterity.     Being    ""^^'^  * 
fti  at  the  Head  of  the  Public  Revenue,   he  kept  a 
very  ftridl  Eye  on  all  the  Farmers  of  the  Cuftoms ; 
and  he  ufed  to  fay»  That  he  never  cared  to  Jee  the 
Treafury  fwell  like  a  difordered  Spleen^  when  the  0- 
ther  Parti  of  the  Commonwealth  were  in  a  Confump- 
tion.     He  ufed  all  poffible  Means  to  enrich  both 
the  Queen  and  the  Kingdom,  by  his  Adminiftrati-^ 
on  ;  in  which  he  had  good  Succefs,     For,  fays 
Cambden^  it  was  his  ufual  Maxim,  as  well  as  com- 
mon Expreflion,  Ihat  nothing  could  be  for  the  Ad- 
vantage of  a  Prince^  vjhich  makes  any  Way  againfl 
his  Reputation.     Two  admirable  Leflbns  to  be  flu- 
died  by  all  fucceeding  Treafurers. 

Nothing  material  happened  in  the  State  for  foine 
more  Years  after  the  Diflblution  of  the  laft  Parlia- 
ment, fit  for  thefe  Inquiries  ;  except,  that  we  find 
Puritanical  Principles  were  now  become  almoft  as 
formidable  to  the  Eftablifhed  Church,  as  Popery 
itfelf.  In  the  Year  1599,  the  forty-fecond  of  this  The  Rife  of  th* 
Queen,  two  fpecial  Commiflions  were  fent  out,  to  Kieh-CommLTi- 
Ihe  two  Provinces  ov  Canterbury  and  Tork,  direded"'*''-''"'^'* 
to  each  Archbifhop,  the  Bifhops,  and  many  01  her 
Clergy,  Knights  and  Gentlemen  of  thofe  Diftrids, 
to  enquire  into  and  fupprefs  them.  Thefe  Com- 
mifTions  recite  the  Titles  of  all  the  Adts  of  Parlia- 
ment, made  in  this  Reign,  for  giving  Power  to  the 
Crown  to  exerclfe  Jurifdidion  in  Spirituals.  Be- 
ginning with  that  Aft  of  the  firft  Year,  entitled, 
An  Att  rcjloring  to  the  Croivn  its  antient  Jurifdioiion 
ever  the  State  Ecclefa/lical  and  Spiritual^  and  aboli- 
JJ.'ing  all  foreign  Power  repugnant  to  the  fame. 

The  Commiffions  are  both  of  them  preferved, 

at  length,  in  Rymer's  public  Afts  {h).     By  them, 

the  Commiflioners  there  named,  are  authorifed  and 

aopomred  to  inquire    ot"  all    and    fingular   hereti- 

1)  (1  3  cals 

{i.}  fVJ.  .^vfjjca'-.    T'^:1^.    XVI,     Par,   386,400, 
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Queen Elualjeth.*^*^'  enormous,  and  ofFenfive  Opinions,  feditious 
is99«        Books,  private    Convenlicles,    i^(.    isfc.   and  to 
put  the  Laws  in  Execution  againft  all   I'uch  Per- 
sons,  as  (hall  offend  againft  the  faid  Statutes,  and 
J>ring  them  to  condign  Punilhment. 

This  was    called    the   High- CommiJJion' Court, 

which,  tho'  firft  inftituted  by  this  truly  Pr:tefant 

*  Queen, and  fortified  by  fo  many  Adh  of  Parliament, 

was,  in  a  fucceeding  Reign   aboliOied,    together 

with  Epifcopacy,  and  all  Kingly  Government. 

We  now  come  to  the  laft  Parliament  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  which  was  called  to  meet  at  JVeflmi)iJ}er^ 
on  the  27th  Day  of  OSiohtr^  in  the  45d  Year 
Anno  Regm  43,  pf  her  Reign.  When,  being  aflbmbled,  and  the 
At  Weftminfter.  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgelles  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  having  Notice  that  her  Majefty,  with 
divers  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  others, 
were  fet  in  the  Upper  Houfe,  hafted  thither  i 
but  before  they  came,  the  Door  of  the  Houfe  was 
fhut,  and  notv/ithftanding  any  Means  that  was 
made  by  them,  wasftill  kept  (hut,  until  the  Lord 
Keeper  had  ended  his  Speech ;  their  Refentment  of 
which  will  appear  in  the  Sequel.  The  Subftance  of 
what  the  Lord  Keeper  fpoke,  at  thisT-ime,  was  as 
followeth. 

Tur} Lord  Keep- '  T  T  E  ufed  Perfuafion  of  Thankfulnefi,  and 

er',  SpcLch  at  <  JTX     ^^  Obedience,  and  alfo  {hewed  her  Ma- 

:;;;;'•  '^"^  ^'^* '  jelty's  Defue  of  Diflblution  of  this  Parliament 

'  before  Chrlfimai.     He  fliewed  unto  us  the  Ne- 

*  cefijty  we  ftand  in,  and  the  Means  to  prevent  it; 

*  theNeceflity,  the  Wars  between  ^pain  and  Eng- 

*  land\    the  Means,  Trealure,  o^.     His  Advice 

*  was,  that  Laws  in  Force  might  be  revifed  and 
'  explained,  and  no  new  Laws  made.     Our  Ene- 

*  mies,  be  faid,  were  Enemies  to  God,  the  Queen, 

*  and  the  Peace  of  this  Kingdom,  confpired  to  o- 

*  verthrow  Religion,    to  reduce  us  to  a  tyrannical 

*  Servitude.     Thefe  Enemies  he  named  to  be  the 
'  Bfhop  of  Rome  and  the  King  of  Spain.     Our 

*  Sfate  being  thus,    he  fumnioned  us  to  be  provi- 
'  /ieiit,  by  rcafon  we  deal  with  a  provident  Ene- 

*  myi  and  confident,  becaufe  Qod  haih  ever,  and 

'  he 
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*  he  hoped,  will  ever  bleft  the  Queen  with  fuccefsful  Q^eenElizabctli, 
'  Fortune.     He  fhewed  how  apparent  his  Provi-        ^^oi. 

*  dence   was,   by   the  Means  and    Courfe  he  ta- 

*  keth  for  our  Inftrudion:  And  fecondly,  The 
'  Succefs  wehad  againil  him  by  God's  ftrong  Arm 

*  of  Defence  in  1588,  and  divers  other  Times  fince. 
'  You  fee,    faid  he,  to  what  Effect  the  Qijeen's 

*  Support  of  the  French  King's  Eflate  hath  brought 

*  him  ;  even  made  him  one  of  the  greateft  Princes 

*  in  Europe ;    but  when  her  Majefty's  Forces  left 

*  him,  how  was  he  fain  to  ranfom  a  fervile  Peace 
'  at  our  Enemies  the  Spaniard's  Hands  with  difho- 

*  nourable  Conditions.  Forthe Low- Countries,  how 

*  by  her  Aid,  from  a  confufed  Government  and 

*  State  fhe  brought  them  to  an  Unity  in  Counfel, 
'  and  defended  them  with  fuch  Succefs,  in  her  At- 
'  tempts  againft  the  greateft  Power  of  the  Spatn- 

*  ards  tyrannical  Defigns  ;  which  have  fo  much 
'  gauled  him,  that,  how  many  defpcrate  Pradices 

*  have  been  both  devifed,  confented  to,  and  let  on 

*  foot  by  Commandment  of  the  late  King  his  Fa- 
'  ther,  I  need  not  {hew  you,    neither  trouble  you 

*  with  Argumen-ts  for  Proof  thereof;  being  con- 
'  fefl'ed  by  them  that  (hould  have  been  Authors 
'  themfelves.  But,  de  mortuis  nil  nifi  honum,.  I 
'  would  be  loth  to  fpeak  of  the  dead,    much  more 

*  to  flander  the  dead.  I  have  feen  her  Majefty 
'  wear  at  her  Girdle  the  Price  of  her  Blood ;  I 
'  mean,  Jewels  which  have  been  given  to  her 
'  Phyficians  to  have  done  that  unto  her,    which  I 

*  hope,  God  will  ever  keep  from  her ;  but  fhe  hath 
'  rather  worn  them  in  Triumph  than  for  the  Price, 
'  which  hath  not  been  greatly  valuable. 

'  Then  be  fell  to  perfuade  us,  becaufe  new  Oc- 

*  cafions  were  offered  of  Confultaiions,  to  be  pro- 

*  vident  in   Provifion  of  Means  for  our  own  De- 

*  fence  and  Safety,  feeing  the  King  of  Spain  means 

*  to  make  England  miferable  by  beginning  with 
"  Ireland;  neither  doth  he  begin  with  the  Rebels, 
'  nur  even  with  the  Territory  of  the  Queen  her- 

*  ic!;".  He  fliev/cd  that  Treafure  muft  be  cur 
'  Ivieans,  for  Treafure  is  the  Sinews  of  War,  tsfV.* 

Ou 
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Quee  ri'irabeth.  Notwithftanding  this  unufual  Exclufion  of  the 
1601.       Lower  Houle;   on  the  30th  of  Otlober^  when  thq 

Queen  came  to  the  Houfe  of  I/Ords,  the  Jourtialijl 
johnCrooke  Efq;  tclls  US,  That  the  Commons  prefented  John  Crocke^ 
fhofen Speaker,  gfq  j  Recorder  of  London,  for  their  Speaker,  who, 

after  three  low  Reverences  to  her  Majefty,  fpoke 

as  follows. 


His  Speech    to 
the  Qticcn. 


Mofi  Sacred  and  Mighty  Sovereign, 

UPON  your  Majefty's  Commandment,  your 
moft  dutiful  and  loving  Commons,  the  _ 
Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgeiles  of  the  Lower 
Houfe,  have  chofen  me  your  Majefty's  moft 
humble  Servant,  being  a  Member  of  the  fame 
Houfe,  to  be  their  Speaker ;  bur  finding  the 
Weaknels  of  myfelf,  and  my  Ability  too  weak 
to  undergo  fo  great  a  Burthen,  I  do  moft  hum- 
bly befeech  your  Sacred  Majefty  to  continue  your 
moft  gracious  Favour  towards  me,  and  not  to 
lay  this  Charge,  fo  unfupportable,  upon  my  un- 
worthy and  unable  Self:  And  that  it  would  pleafe 
you  to  command  your  Commons,  to  make  a 
new  Election  of  another,  more  able  and  more 
fufficient  to  difcharge  the  great  Service  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  your  Majefty  and  your  Subjects. 
And  1  befeech  your  moft  excellent  Majefty,  not  to 
interpret  my  Denial  herein,  to  proceed  from  any 
Unwillingnefs  to  perform  all  devested  dutiful  Ser- 
vice; but  rather  out  of  your  Majefty's  Clemency 
and  Goudnefs,  to  interpret  the  fame  to  proceed 
from  that  inward  Fear  and  Trembling  which 
hath  ever  poflefled  me,  when  heretofore,  with 
moft  gracious  Audience,  it  hath  pleaied  your 
Majefty  to  liccnfe  me  to  Ipeak  before  you.  For, 
I  know,  and  muft  acknowledge,  that  under  God, 
even  through  your  Majefty's  great  Bounty  and 
Favour,  I  am  what  I  am ;  and  therefore  none  of 
your  Majefty's  moft  uutiful  Subjefts  more  bound 
to  be  rejdy,  and  being  ready,  to  perform  even 
the  leaft  of  your  Majeftv's  Commandments.  I 
therefore  do  moft  humbly  befeech  youi  M;Jtfty, 
tliaC  in  regard  the  Service  of  fo  grCiii  a  Prince, 

*  an4 
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'  and  flourifhing  Kingdom,  may   the  better  and  Queen Elizabetk. 
'  more  fuccefsfully  be  effedted,  to  command  your       J^oi. 
'  dutiful  and  loving  Commons,  the  Knights,  Ci- 

*  tizens,  and  Burgefl'es  of  the  Lower  Houfe,  to 
'  proceed  to  a  new  Election.' 

To  which  the  Lord  Keeper,  having  received 
her  Majefty's  Orders,  anfwered  thus; 

Mr.  Speaker^ 

*  Her  Majefty  with  gracious  Attention  having 
«  heard  your  wife  and  grave  Excufe  for  your  Dif-'^!'*^'"'^  ^"f" 
'  charge,  commanded  rae  to  fay  unto  you.  That 
'  even  your  eloquent  Speech  of  Defence  for  your- 

*  felf,  is  a  great  Motive,    and  a  Reafon  very  per- 

*  fuafive,  both  to  ratify  and  approve  the  Choice  of 

*  the  loving  Commons,  the  Knights,  Citizens, 
'  and  Burgefles,  as  alfo  to  commend  their  wife  and 

*  difcreet  Choice  of  yourfelf,  in  her  gracious  Cen- 

*  fure,  both  for  Sufficiency  well  able,  and  for  your 

*  former  Fidelity  and  Services  well  approved  and 
'  accepted  of:    And  therefore  her  Majefly  taketh 

*  this  Choice  of  you  for  bonum  Omen^   a  Sign  of 

*  good  and  happy  Succefs,  when  the  Beginning  is 
'  taken  in  Hand  with  fo  good  Wifdom  and  Dif- 
^  cretion. 

'  Her  Majefty  therefore  commanded  me  to  fay 
'  unto  you,  that  (he  well  likerh  of  yourEleftion, 
'  and  therefore  fhe  ratifieih  it  with  her  Royal 
^  Allent.' 

The  Speaker  replied  in  this  Manner* 
Mojl  Sacred  and  Mofl  PuiJJhnt  ^leen, 

'  O^^^^^  ^^  ^^'^  pleafed  you  to  command 

*  O  "ly  Service,  by  confenting  to  the  free  Elec- 
^  tion  of   your  dutiful   and   loyal  Subjeds,    the 

*  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgefles,  of  me  to  be 
'  their  Speaker,  I  mofl  humbly  befeech  your  Ma- 

*  jefty,    to  give  me  leave  to  fhew  unto  you  the 

*  dutiful  Thoughts  and  earnefl  Affections  of  your 
'  loyal  Subjeds  to  do  your  Majefty  all  Services, 

*  and  to  defend  your  Royal  and  Sacred  Perfon  both 

*  with 
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%een Elizabeth.  *  with  their  Lives  and  Goods,  againft,  tffc.     And 
1601.        *  fo  made  a  vehement  Inveftive  againft  the  Ty- 

*  ranny  of  the  King  of  Spain^  the  Pope's  Ambi- 

*  tion,  the  Rebels  of  Ireland,  which,  he  faid,  v/ere 
f  like  a  Snake  cut  in  Pieces,  which  did  crawl  and 
'  creep  to  join  themfelves  together  again.     And 

*  laftly,  with  Prayers  to  coiuinue  the  profperous 

*  Eftate  and  Peace  of  this  Kingdom,  which  hath 
'  been  defended,  as  he  faid,  by  the  mighty  Arm  of 

*  our  Dread  and  Sacred  Qiieen.     To  which  (he 

*  anfwered  openly  herfelf,  No,  but  by  the  mighty 

*  Hand  of  God^  Mr.  Speaker.     Then  he  proceed- 

*  ed  to  the  laft  Part,    to  befeech  her  Majefty  for 

*  Freedom  of  Speech  to  every  particular  Member 

*  of  this  Houfe  and  their  Servants.     And  laftly,  if 

*  any  Miftaking  of  any  Speech  delivered  unto  him 
'  from  the  Commons  (hould  happen,  that  her  Ma- 

*  jelly  would  attribute  that  to  his  VVeaknefs  in  De- 
'  livery  or  Underftanding,  and  not  to  the  Houfe, 
'  as  alio  any  Forgetfulnefs  through  Want  of  Me- 

*  mory,  or  that  Things  were  not  fo  judicioully 

*  handled  or  cxprefled  by  him  as  they  were  deii- 

*  vered  by  the  Houlie.' 

The  Lord  Keeper,  receiving  further  Inftrudions 
from  her  Mnjefty,  anfwered  as  follows. 

Mr.  Speaker,    . 

*  T  T  E  R  Majefty  doth  greatly  commend  and 

*  JLjL    'i'^e  of  ycur  grave  Speech,   well  divided, 

*  well  contrived  ;  the  firft  proceeding  from  a  found 

*  Invention,  and  the  other  from  a  fettled  Judgment 

*  and  Experience.  You  have  well,  and  well  in- 
'  deed,  weighed  the  Eftate  of  this  Kingdom  j  well 

*  obferved  the  Greatnefs  of  our  puiflant  and  grand 

*  Enemy  the  King  of  Spain,   the  continual  and 

*  exceffive  Charges  of  the  Wars  of  Irsland ;  which 

*  if  they  be  well  weighed,    do  not  only  (hew  the 

*  Puiflance  of  our  gracious  Sovereign  in  defending 
*■  us ;  but  alio,  the  Greatnefs  of  tht  Charge  corti- 

*  nually  bellowed  by  her  iMajcfty  even  out  of  her 

*  own  Revenues  to  protect  us,    and  the  Expofuig 

*  of 
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*  of  her  Majcfty  to  continual  Trouble  and  toilfome  QnsenElizabetfr* 

*  Cares  for  the  Benefit  and  Safety  of  her  Subjefts.       '  °'* 

*  Wherefore  Mr.  Speaker,  it  beboveth  us  to  think 

*  and  fay,  as  was  well  delivered  by  a  grave  Man 
'  lately  in  a  Concio  ad  Clerum^  Opus  eft  fuhftdio  ns 
'  fiat  excidhim. 

*  Touching  your  other  Requefts  for  Freedom 
'  of  Speech,  her  Majefty  willingly  confenieth 
'  thereto,  with  this  Caution,  That  the  Time  be  not 

*  fpent  in  idle  and  vain  Matter,  painting  the  fame 

*  out  with  Froth  and  Volubility  of  Words,  where- 

*  by  the  Speakers  may  feem  to  gain  fome  reputed 
'  Credit,  by  imboldening  themfelves  to  Contradic- 

*  tion,  and  by  troubling  the  Houfe  of  Purpofe, 
'  with  long  and  vain  Orations,  to  hinder  the  pro- 
'  ceeding  in  Matters  of  greater  and  more  weighty 

*  Importance.  Touching  Accefs  to  her  Perfon, 
'  (he  moft  willingly  granteth  the  fame,  defiringftie 

*  may  not  be  troubled  unlefs  urgent  Matter  and 

*  Affairs  of  great  Confequence  compel  you  there- 
'  unto:  For  this  hath  been  held  for  a  wife  Maxim, 
'  In  troubling  great  E/Iates,  you  muJI  trouble  Jeldom. 

*  For  Liberties  unto  yourfelves  and  Perfons,  her 

*  Majefty  hath  commanded  me  to  fay  unto  you 
'  all,  That  (he  ever  intendeth  to  preferve  the  Li- 

*  berties  of  the  Houfe,  and  granteth  Freedom  even 

*  unto  the  meaneft  Member  of  this  Houfe:  But 

*  her  Majefty's  Pleafure  is,  you  fliould  not  main- 
'  tain  and  keep  with  you  notorious  Perfons,  either 

*  for   Life  or  Behaviour,  and  defperate  Debtors 

*  who  never  come  abroad,  fearing  Laws,  but  at 
'  thefe  Times ;    Pettifoggers  and   Vipers   of  the 

*  Common-Weaiih  ;  prolling  and  common  Solli- 
'  citors,    that   fet  Diliention    between  Man  and 

*  Man  ;  and  Men  of  the  Ike  Condition  to  thefe: 

*  Thefe  her  Majefty  earneftly  wiflieth  a  Law  may 

*  be  made  againlt ;  as  alfo,  thai  no  Member  of 
'  this  Parliament  would  entertain  or  bolfter  up  any 
'  Man  or  the  like  Humour  or  Quality,  on  Pain  of 

*  her  Highnefy'ft  Diipleafure.  Fu:  your  Excufe  of 
'  the  Houfe  and  of  youriel",    htr  M  jefty    com- 

*  manded  me  to  lay,    That  y^ur  i)uffi^,ency  hath 

*  To 
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foeeti  EIreabeth. «  fo  oftentimes  been  approved  before  her,  that  (he 
'^°**  «  doubteih  not  of  your  fufficient  Difcharge  of  the 
'  Place  you  (hall  lerve  in.  Wherein  fhe  willeth 
'  you,  to  have  a  fpecial  Eye  and  Regard  not  to 
'  make  new  and  idle  Laws,  and  trouble  the  Houfe 
'  with  them  ;  but  rather  look  to  the  Abridging  and 

*  Repealing  of  divers  obfolete  and  fuperfluous  Sta- 

*  tutes  ;   as  alfo,  firft,  to  take  in  Hand  Matters  of 

*  greateft  Moment  and  Confequence.     In  doing 

*  thus,  Mr.  Speaker,  you  {hall  fulfil  her  Majefty's 

*  Commandment,   do  your  Country  Good,  and 

*  fatisfy  her  Highnefs's  Expedation.' 

The  firft  Thing  remarkable  which  the  Houfe  of 
A  Bill  for  re-  Lords  wentupon,  was  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  reftrain 
of  crcVesj^^'^^^  excefTive  and  fuperfluous  Ufe  of  Coaches. 
How  long  thefe  commodious  Machines  had  been 
then  in  Ufe  is  uncertain  j  but,  probably,  fome 
Time,  by  its  growing  to  fuch  a  Height,  as  to  occa- 
fion  this  fumptuary  Law  to  reftrain  the  Ufe  of 
them.  What  the  Tenor  of  it  was,  we  know  not  j 
for,  at  the  fccond  Reading,  it  is  entered.  That 
whereas  the  faid  Bill  did  in  lome  Sort  concern  the 
Maintenance  of  Horfes,  within  this  Realm,  Con- 
fideratioii  ought  to  be  had  of  the  Statutes  heretofore 
ordained,  relating  to  the  Breed  and  Maintenance  of 
Horfes ;  and  a  new  Bill  was  to  be  framed  for  that 
Purpofe,    wherein  the  Ufe  of  Coaches  might  be 

included But  we  hear  no  more  of  ihis  Matter. 

■c^  -p  c   .■     c     A  Bill  was  alio  read  a  firft  and  fecond  Time,  for 

Game- "^'"^"^  the  Prefervation  of  Pheafants  and  Partridges  ;  but 

iho',  at  the  fecond  Rending,  this  Bill  was  of  that 

Confequence  as  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of 

twenty- three   Lords,    aniongft   whicli  were  one 

Archbiftiop  and  tour  Bifliops,  and  three  Judges, 

with  the  Attorney  General  ordered  to  attend  them, 

for  their  better  Diredtion,  yet  no  farther  Notice  is 

taken  of  it  in  the  Journals. 

And  againft  the      Another  Bill  paflc-d  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  for  the 

M.ititu.ie   of    Supprcding  of   the  Multitude  of  Ale-Houles  and 

Aic-Houics.       Tipiing-Houfe.s.     A  Bill  was  ;!iio  ft!U  up  by  iLo- 

Commons,  much  to  ihc  fame  Purpofe,  eutilultd. 

An 


0/    E  N  G  L  A  N  D.      429 

JIn  ASf  againfl  Drunkards,  and  common  Haunters  of^,      rr-  u  .u 

^,     Ti     r      "^  J  cr  L    »  J  r    JL        y  Qneen Elizabeth, 

Ale-  Houjes  and  Taverns  ;  but  we  do  not  find  by  the        16 ;i. 
printed  Statutes,  that  eiiher  of  thefe  Bills  palled 
into  a  Law  at  this  Time.     Mr  Cambden  informs  \ 

us  that  the  Vice  of  Drunkenefs  was  iirft  brought 
into  England,  from  the  Netherlands^  about  the 
Year  158 1.  Before  that  Time,  he  adds,  that 
the  Englifn  of  all  the  Northern  Nations  had  been 
the  moft  moderate  in  drinking,  and  were  much 
commended  for  their  Sobriety  ;  'till  thefe  Dutch 
Wars  firft  taught  the  Englijh  Soldiery  to  drown 
themfelves  in  ftrong  Liquors,  and  by  drinking 
others  Healths,  to  impair  their  own.  In  the  Couri'e 
of  thefe  Enquiries,  we  have  met  with  many 
Bills  that  have  been  drop'd  or  reje<Sed  in  one  Par- 
liament, and  yet  have  ferved  as  Ground- Plots  to 
proceed  upon  and  finifh  in  another. 

A  Bill  was  read  twice  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
this  Seflion,  and  committed,  which  had  this  fhort 
Title,  An  A^  for  the  AJfurance  of  Lands.  Since 
it  did  not  pafs,  and  we  know  not  to  what  Purpofe 
it  was  defigned,  we  only  mention  it  for  two 
extraordinary  Rules  of  the  Houfe  made  concern- 
ing the  Debates  about  this  Bill.  When  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury^  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, returned  the  Bill  to  the  Houfe,  with  cer- 
tain Amendments,  they  were  prefently  twice  read, 
and  the  Bill  ordered  to  be  engroU'ed.  But  the  Order?  of  the 
Bifhop  of  London,  one  of  the  Committee,  offering  ^°'g''"  relation 
to  fpeak  to  the  Bill,  or  to  the  Amendments,  3  ° 
Queftion  was  moved  by  the  Earl  of  Nottingham^ 
Lord  Steward,  *  Whether  it  was  agreeable  to  the 
'  good  Order  and  .nntient  Cuftom  of  that  Houfe, 

*  that  the  faid  Bifiiop,  being  one  of  the  Com- 

*  mittee,  and  diilenting  from  the  reft,  in  feme 
'  Matter,  either  of  the  Bill  or  of  the  Amendments, 

*  might  fpeak  thereto  upon  the  bringing  in  and 

*  prelenting  the  Amendments?'  The  Lord  Keeper 
propofed  this  Matter  to  the  Houfe,  and  the  Que- 
ftion being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative, 
'  That  any  Member  of  a  Committee  might  fpeak, 
'  in  this  Cafe,  either  to  the  Body  of  the  Bill,  or 

*the 
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CueenElmbeth. «  the  Amendments  before  they  were  engrofled.' 

*^'*        And  Order  was  given  that  this  Reldlution  fhoiild 

be  entered  in  the  Journals,  for  clearing  the  lame 

Doubt,  if  it  (hould  happen  to  arifc  in  any  future 

Parliament. 

The  next  was,  that  on  the  third  Reading  of  this 
Bill,  many  Objections  arifing  againft  fome  Points 
of  the  fame,  made  by  the  Bifliop  of  London  and 
leveral  other  Lords ;  infomuch  that  the  Houfc  was 
divided  in  Opinion,  whether  it  fliould  be  put  to  the 
<  )ueftion  for  the  paffing  thereof,  or  no  ?  Many 
Lords  were  defirous  that  any  Defed  in  the  fald  Bill 
might  be  rather  reformed,  than,  by  this  Queftion, 
to  put  it  to  the  Hazard  of  being  rtjedted.     Ano» 

V  •  ther  Way  was  therefore  firft  propofed,  and   the 

Queftion  put,    *  Whether  the  faid  Bill,    having 

*  heen  referred  to  a  Committee,    at  the  fecond 

*  Reading,  and  by  them  returned  with  fome  A- 
'  mendments,  and  thereupon  ordered  tobecngrof- 

*  fed,    might  after  the  EngrolTing  and  the  third 

*  Reading,  be  recommitted,  or  no  ?*  The  Num- 
bers pro  and  con  being  equal ;  it  was  judged  that 
the  negative  Part,  who  were  againft  recommitting 
the  faid  Bill,  fhould  prevail.  Following  the  ufual 
Rule  in  Law,  as  the  Lord  Keeper  obfer ted,  'That 

*  where  the  Negatives  and  Affirmatives  were  equal, 

*  Semper  prefumitur  pro  Negonte.' 

Laftly,  the  Bill  itielf  being  put  to  the  Qiieftion, 
'Whether  it  fhould  pafs  or  no?'  Was,  by  the 
Majority,  rejefted. 

It  feems,  by  the  Lords  Journals,,  as  if  the  whole 
Bufinefs  of  this  Seffion  was  employ'd  in  trying 
Complaints  upon  Breaches  of  Privilege  :  (The  Re- 
cital of  which  is  too  tedious  for  our  Purpoie)  Info- 
much,  that  on  the  loth  of  December  the  Lord 
Keeper  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  leceiv'd 
a  Command  from   her  Majefty  to  inform  them, 

*  That  the  Parliament  fhould  end  on  the  17th  or 
'  1 8th  of  this  Month  at  the  fartheft  ;  that  they 
'  might  repair  to  their  feveral  Countries  againft 
'  Chri/lmas.     She  therefore  required  them  to  em- 

*  ploy  and  fpend  that  Time  which  remained,  in 

*  Mat- 
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'   Matters  concerning  the  Public,  and  not  on  pri-  QH""E''"lxth. 
*  vate  Bufmefs.'  '^°'' 

Some  few  Bills,  indeed,  of  Confequence,  had 
been  proceeded  upon  ;  but  the  main  Bill  for  a  Sup- 
ply was  yet  to  come,  which,  no  Doubt,  the 
Queen's  Meflage  expedited  ;  for  it  was  delivered 
on  the  10th  of  December^  and  on  the  izth  the 
Commons  fent  up  a  Bill  for  a  Grant  oifour  entire  «  a  s  bf  • 
Subfuiies^  and  eight  Fifteenths  and  Tenths ;  which,  "  *''^' 

in  a  few  Days  more,  had  the  Aflent  of  both  Hou- 
fes.  And  very  foon  after,  a  Grant  of  four  Subfidies 
of  four  Shillings  in  the  Pound,  from  the  Clergy, 
was  confirmed  by  Parliament. 

It  is  Itrange  that  Mr  Cambden  takes  no  Manner 
of  Notice  of  this  monftrous  over  grown  Supply, 
nor  the  Occafion  of  it.  The  Englijh  were  ftill  fome- 
what  engaged  in  the  Low- Country  Wzrs,  and  the 
Year  after,  a  Defcent  was  made  by  the  Spaniards 
in  Ireland,  but  without  Effed  ;  but  neither  of  thefe 
feem  to  give  Occafion  for  fo  large  a  Tax  upon  the 
Subjeft  as  was  now  granted  ;  and  which  was  juft 
four  Tim^s  as  much  as  was  given  in  the  Beginning 
of  this  Reign,  or  in  any  Reign  before  it.  And  it 
is  fomewhat  wonderful,  that  we  meet  with  no 
Grudges  or  Difcontents  in  the  Kingdom,  when  it 
was  colle6ted.  Which  makes  Lord  Coke's  Obfer- 
vation  ftill  more  jull,  '  'Ihat  no  Tax  on  the  Sub- 
'  jedl  in  England  will  jaife  any  Commotions  in 
'  the  Gathering,  which  hath  but  a  Parliamentary 
^  Sancton  to  fupport  it.' 

It  hath  been  taken   Notice  of,   at  the  Opening 
of  this  Parliament,   that  the  Commons  were  not  .efent^^Sg 
admitted,   as  ufual,  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  to  fliut  out  of  the 
hear  the  Lord  Keeper's  Speech.     Nor  is  there  any  "°"'e  °^  Lords 
Notice  taken,    in  the  faid  Speech,  of  their  being  Jjfseffioa:'"^"' 
commanded  to  go  to  their  own  Houle  and  chule  a 
Speaker.     Much  difcontented  at  this  Ufage,  they 
returned  back,  however  j    and,  being  aflembled, 
Mr  Richard  Liefe^  one  of  the  Barons  of  the  Cinque- 
Ports^  ftood  up  and  addrelTed  him  (elf  to  Mr  Comp- 
troller of  the   Houfhold,  telling  him  the  Wrong 
done  unto  the  greateft  Par-t  of  the  Members  of  this 

Houfc, 
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Queen  Elizabeth.  Houfe,  by  their  not  being  fuffered  to  come  into 
i6ox.  the  Upper  Houfe,  to  hear  her  Majcfty's  Pleafure, 
by  the  Mouth  of  the  Lord  Keeper.  Humbly  de- 
firing;  him,  as  Comptroller,  to  be  a  Means,  that 
the  Reafon  thereot'might  be  impn»  ted  unto  feme  of 
tlie  Members  of  this  Houfe,  for  their  better  Satif- 
faclion.  (/)  The  Comptroller  anfwered.  That  he 
thought  this  Requeft  very  reafonable  and  meet,  and 
it  fhould  be  done  at  convenient  Time;  but  ftem- 
ed  to  impute  the  faid  Fault  wholly  to  the  Gentle- 
man-Uiher  of  the  Upper  Houfe. 

The  Ceremony  of  pre  fen  ting  the  Speaker,  fcrV. 
being  given  before,  we  pafs  on  to  relate  the  reft  of 
the  more  remarkable  Proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mons in  this  Parliament. 

'Ncnjember  the  3d.    Mr  Liefe^  ftood  up  again  in 

the  Houfe,  and  moved,  '  That  lince  many  of  the 

^  '  Members  were  Strangers  to  the  Lord   Keeper's 

*  Speech,  and  confequenily  of  the  Caufe  which 
'  moved  her  M<ijefty  to  call  this  Parliament,  they 

*  might  be  in  fome  fort  fatiified  in  that  Pomt.' 
On  which  Mr  Secretary  CtcU  repeated  the  Heads 
of  the  faid  Speech  to  the  Houfe,  and  then  proceeded. 

*  For  my  own  Advice,  touching  the  particular 
Secretary  CecH  '  Counfelsof  this  Houfc,  I  wifh  that  we  would  not 
recapitulates  the*  ttouble  ourfelves  wiih  any  fantaftic  Speeches  or 

Lord**  kL  t\  *  '^^^  ^'^'^»  ^"^  '^^^^^'^  ^^^^  ^^  ^  ^"''  ^^'^  general 
speech.  "^"  *   '  Good,  both   light  in   Conception,  and  facile  in 

*  Execution.  Now  feeing  it  harh  pleafed  you  all 
'  hitherto  with  Patience  to  hear  me,  if  with  your 
'  Favour,!  may  pariicubrizeandfhew  theGrounds 
'  of  the  former-delivered  Speech,  touching  the  State 

*  oUrekndj  I  (hall  be  very  glad,  both  for  my  own 
'  Difcharge,  and  for  your  Saasfadion.    The  King' 

*  of  Spaln^  having  quit  himfelf  of   France,  by  a 

*  bafe  and  fervile, Peace,  fcr^etteih  not  to  follow 

*  the  Objects  of  his  Father's  Ambiiion,  England  And 

*  the    LoW'Countriei.     He   hath  made  Overtures 

*  of  Per.ce,  which,  if  they  might  both  be  honou- 

*  I  able  and  for  the  Public  Good,  I  hold  that  neither 

*  a  wife  nor  an  honcll  Man  woirid  impugn  them. 

*  He 

U)  ThcGcmptroUfr  of  the  Ho'i(i»ol4  wfuallyp^opoferf  the  Speaker. 
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He  hath  put  an  Army  into  Ireland^  the  Num-Q^^^^j-gj.^ . 
ber  four  thoufand  Soldiers,  under  the  Conduft  of  ""160?.  * 
a  valiant,  expert,  and  hardy  Captain,  who  choof- 
eih,  rather  than  return  into  his  own  Country 
without  any  famous  Entei prize,  to  live  and  die 
in  this  Service.  Thefe  four  thoufand  are  three 
Parts  natural  Spaniards,,  and  of  his  befl  expert 
Soldiers,  except  them  of  the  Low-Countries : 
Thole  he  could  not  fpare,  becaufe  of  his  Enter- 
prize  of  OJfend,  And  how  dangerous  the  Lofs 
of  that  Town  would  be  to  this  Land,  I  think 
there  is  no  Man  of  Experience  but  can  witnefs 
with  me.  For  he  would  ealily  be  Mafter  of  all 
that  Coaft,  fo  that  the  Trade  between  England 
and  the  Low-Countries  would  be  quite  difiblved. 
Yea,  he  would  be  fo  dangerous  a  Neighbour  to 
u3,  that  we,  which  are  now  Tenants  by  Difcrc- 
tion,  are  likely  ihortly  to  be  T'enants  by  the 
Courtefy.  When  he  is  our  Neighbour  of  the 
Low •  Coun tri e s,  v/hat  Neighbour  hath  i'/'tf/z?,  to 
whom  he  (hall  not  be  troublefome. 
♦  I  will  {hew  you  further  what  befides  this  he 
hath  done,  and  how  Eagle-eyed  he  is  continually 
over  us.  To  refift  the  Turk's  Attempts,  he  hath 
fent  ten  thoufand  Men ;  to  the  Low-Countries  nine 
thoufand ;  in  an  Enterprize  of  his  own  againft  the 

7urll!  he  hath  fent , . . .  ;  which  being  dif- 

patched,  thofe  Soldiers  fhall  return  againft  the 
next  Spring,  and  fecond  thefe  four  thoufand  Men. 
Now  in  the  Enterprize  for  Ireland.^  to  refift  thofe 
Attempts  in  Being,  and  theenfuing  Provifions  a- 
gainft  us,  let  us  confider  the  Certainty  of  our  E- 
ftate  in  Ireland:  We  have  there  an  Army,  and 
nothing  but  an  Army,  fed  even  out  of  £ng» 
land  j  with  what  Charge  it  brings  to  the  Queen, 
what  Trouble  to  the  Subjpft,  what  Danger  it  is 
to  them  there  left,  if  the  Provifion  fhould  fail ; 
what  Hurt  to  the  Common- Wealth,  by  making 
Things  at  a  higher  Rate  than  otherwife  they 
would  be,  1  refer  it  to  your  Wifdoms  to  imagine. 
Over  this,  I  aflure  you,  it  is  beyond  all  Precedent 
and  Conjedlure  :  His  Prefence  and  Caufe  of 
Vol.  IV.  £  »  *  Wat 
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War  there^  is  to  defend  the  Catholic  Caufe  ;  I 
mean,  to  tear  her  Majefty's  Subjeds  from  her; 
for,  I  may  fay,  fhe  hath  no  Catholic  obedient 
Subjedt  there,  becaufe  Ihe  ibndeth  excommuni- 
cate at  this  prefent  by  Force  of  two  Bulls  of  this 
Pcpe'sy  by  which  the  Subjedls  are  abfolved  of 
their  Obedience.  That  you  do  only  remember 
you  do  it  pro  /fris  et  Focis  ;  yea,  we  do  it  for  a 
Prince  that  defireth  not  to  do  any  thing  extra- 
ordinary out  of  the  Coffers  of  her  Subjeds.  She 
felleth  her  Land  to  defend  us,  {he  fupporteth  all 
the  neighbouring  Princes  to  gain  their  Amities 
and  eftablifh  our  long  Peace  ;  not  thefe  five, 
or  feven,  or  ten  Years,  but  forty -three  Years,  for 
allour  Profperities.  I  hope  I  Ihall  not  fee  her 
Funeral,  upon  which  may  be  written.  Hie  folum 
rejlat  Vidrix  Orientis.  And  I  pray  God,  I  may 
not.  What  we  freely  give  unto  her,  fhe,  living, 
beftows  it  to  our  Good  j  and  dying,  doubtlcfs,wilI 
leave  it  for  our  Profit.  Thus  have  I  out  of  mine 
own  Geniu?,  for  mine  own  Part,  delivered  unto 
you  what  I  know.  And  touching  that  I  have 
fpoken  in  performing  your  Commandment,  I  will 
take  no  Thanks  from  you  for  my  Pains  ;  for  no 
Man  cares  with  lefs  AfFedion  to  fpeak  in  this 
Aflembly,  or  defireth  to  gratify  any  particular 
Member  of  this  Houfe  more  than  myiclf.' 


Mr  Geoage  Moore  moved,  *  That  whereas  the 
'  Lord-Keeper's  Oration  was,  '*  That  the  greatell 
"  Matters  fhould  be  handled  in  the  Beginning  of 
**  the  Parliament,"  a  Committee  might  be  chofcn 
'  10  certify  the  Hcule  what  ihofe  Matters  were, 
'  that  Order  might  be  taken  accordingly.' 

On  this  Motion,  a  Committee  was  immedi- 
nfely  ap^Kiinted,  which  confifted  of  all  the  Privy- 
Councii,  being  Members  of  this  Houfe,  the  Knights 
of  the  Shires,  the  Batons  of  the  Cinque-Ports,  the 
Kniglits  and  Citizens  for  iLW^?/,  Tcrk^  Nonvlch^ 
Brijloli  Tot?iefif  and  about  forty  more,  who  were 

ap- 
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appointed  to  meet  in  this  Houfe  upon  Saturcfay  (^^^^-pAizaheiii. 
next  at  Two  in  the  Afternoon.  i6bi. 

The  Houfe  proceeded,  the  next  Day,  to  regu- 
late Elet^^ions  and  Returns,  and  ordered  another 
Committee  for  that  Purpofe.  After  which,  a  Bill 
for  Explanation  of  fuch  Statutes  as  regard  Leafes 
to  be  made  by  Archbifhops  and  Bifhops,  was  read  j 
to  v/hich  only  Mr  Boi/e  ftood  up  and  faid,  *   That  ABiii  relating  to 

*  this  Aft  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  Bifliop  pre-  ^'^op's  Leaiesj 
'  fent  and  the  Succeflbr,  to  their  Servants  and  to 

'  the    Bifhops   own  Servants  and  Tenants :  To 
'  the  Bifhop  prefent,  in  the    Maintenance  of  his 

*  Eftate,  which  cometh  only  by  continual  Fines; 

*  which  if  they  be  taken  away,  then  are  they  not 

*  able  to  maintain  that  Hofpitality,  and  keep  that 

*  Retinue  either  belonging  to  their  Place  or  an- 
'  fwerable  to  their  Living.     For,  confider  the  Re- 

*  venue  of  the  greateft  Biflioprick  in  Efighind^  it  is 

*  but  2200I.  whereof  he  payeth,  for  annual  Sub- 

*  fidies,  to  the  Queen  50QI.     And  Vvhat  Damage 

*  we  fh.ill  do  both  to  him  and  his  Sue  ceflbr  herein, 

*  his  Revenue  being  fo  beneficial  to  her  Majefty,  I 
'  refer  to  ail   your  jfudgments. 

*  To  the  Succeflbr  it  muft  needs  be  more  hurt- 

*  ful ;  for  when  he  firft  cometh  in,  he  payeth 
'  Firll  fruits,    and  yet  is  not  allowed  to  make  his 

*  Benetit  by  Fines,  which  all  Bifhops  Farmers  are 

*  conient  to  do  :  fo  that  he  is  call  one  whole  an- 

*  nual  Value  behind  Hand,  and  perhaps  hath  no 

*  Power  neither  to  m  ike  Leales  in  twelve  or  fix- 
'  teen   Years      This^    Mr.  Speaker,   will   induce 

*  the  Minifters  of  the  Word  not  to  feek  Biftiop- 

*  ricks,  wht-reby  we  may  bring  the  Clergy  both  to 
'  Poverty  and  Contempt ;  from  which  ihey  have 

*  ever  be^n  carefully  defended  and  provided  for, 
'  even  by  the  mod  antient  Statutes  and  Laws  of 
'  this  Land  now  extant. 

'   Hurtful  it  is  to  their  Servants,  for  this  may  be 
'  every  Man's  Cafe.     We  know  very  many  good 

*  Gentlemen's  Sons  ferve  Bifhops,  and  how  can 
'  they  reward  their  long  and  faithful  Services,  but 
"  only  by  Means  of  granting  over  of  thefe  Fines 

£  e  a  ^  Qt 
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nEiirtbeth     ^^  ^^^^  °^^^^  Means  out  of  their  fpiritual  Func- 
"1601!      "  tion  ?  But  this  A dl  is  good  for  the  Courtier ;  and 
'  I  may  fpeak  no  more  of  that  Point. 

*  Laftly,    Mr.  Speaker,    I  myfelf  am  Farmer 

*  to  a  Bifhop,  and  I  fpeak  this  as  in  my  own  Cafe 
'  (on  my  Knowledge)  to  the  Houfe,  that  it  is  or- 

*  dinary  upon  every  Grant  after  four  or  five  Years, 

*  ever  to  fine  and  take  a  new  Leafe,    but  I  refer  it 

*  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Houfe  to  do  their 

*  Pleafures  therein:  Only  this  I  can  certify,  That 

*  I  have  the  Copy  of  the  Bill  the  laft  Parliament 

*  exhibited  to  this  Purpofe,    which  I  having  con- 

*  ferr'd  together  with  the  prefent  Bill,  do  find 

*  them  to  be,  Word  for  Word,  all  one ;    and  the 

*  laft  was  rejefted.'     Whereupon  this  was  alfo 
rcjeded. 

November  5th,  the  famous  Mr.  Francis  Bacotit 

fo  often  mentioned  before,  ftood  up  to  make  a 

Motion,  and  on  the  offering  of  a  Bill  fpoke  thus: 

Mr.  Speaker,  *  I  am  not  of  their  Mind  that 

'  bring  their  Bills  into  this  Houfe  obfcurely,  by 

^"?n"Abuftr  *  ^Delivery  only  to  yourfelf  or  to  the  Clerk,  de- 

frwlfgh Jand   '  lighting  to  have  the  Bill  to  be  incerto  Authore^  as 

Mcafures.  *  though  they  were  either  afhamed  of  their  own 

*  Work,  or  afraid  to  father  their  own  Children  : 
'  But  1,   Mr.  Speaker,  have  a  Bill  here,  which,  I 

*  know,    I  fhall  no  fooner  be  ready  to  offer,    but 

*  you  will  be  ready  to  receive  and  approve.     I  liken 

*  this  Bill  to  that  Sentence  of  the  Poet,    who  fet 

*  this  as  a  Paradox  in  the  Fore-front  of  his  Book, 

*  Firjl  IVater^  theji  Goldy  preferring  Neceffity  be- 

*  fore  Plealure.     And  I  am  of  the  fame  Opinion, 

*  tliat  Things  necelTary  in  Ufe,  are  better  than 

*  iholis  Things  which  are  glorious  in  Eftimaiion. 

*  'I'his,   Mr.  Speaker,    is  no  Bill  of  State  nor  of 

*  Novelty,  like  a  ftately  Gallery  for  Pleafure,  but 

*  neither  10  dine  in  nor  fleep  in  \   but  this  Bill  is  a 

*  Bill  of  Rcpofe,    of  Quiet,    of  Profit,    of  true 

*  and  juft.  Dealings ;  the  Title  whereof  is,  An  Ail 
«  for  the  better  Supprejjing  of  Abujtt  in  Weights  and 

*  Meafures, 

•We 
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'  We  have  turned  out  clivers  Bills  without  DiA  Queen  Elizabeth, 

*  putation  :  And  for  a  Houfe  of  Wifdom  and  Gra-        *^°'*    "' 
'  vity  as  this  is,    to  bandy  Bills  like  Balls,  and  to 

*  be  filent  as  if  no  Body  were  of  Counfel  with  the 
'  Common- Wealth,  is  unfitting  in  my  Underftan- 
'  ding  for  the  State  thereof.  Til  tell  you,  Mr  Speak- 
■  er,  out  of  mine  own  Experience,    that  1  have 

*  learned  and  obferved,  having  had  Caufes  of  this 
'  Nature  referred  to  my  Report :    That  this  Fault 

of  ufing  falfe  Weights  and  Meafures,  is  grown  fo 
intolerable  and  common,  that  if  you  would  build 
Churches,  you  fhall  not  need,  for  Battlements 
and  Bells,  other  than  falfe  Weights  of  Lead  and 
Brafs.  And  becaufel  would  obferve  the  Advice 
given  in  the  Beginning  of  this  Parliament,  that 
we  fhould  make  no  new  Laws ;  I  have  only  made 
this  Bill  a  Confirmation  of  the  Statute  of  the 
nth  of  Henry  Vllth.  with  a  few  Additions,  to 
which  I  will  fpeak  at  the  paffing  of  the  Bill,  and 
flicw  the  Reafons  of  every  particular  Claufe,  the 
whole  being  a  Revival  of  a  former  Statute:  For 
I  take  it  far  better  to  fcowr  a  Stream,  than  to 
turn  a  Stream.  And  the  firft  Claufe  is,  That  it 
is  to  extend  to  the  Principality  of  Wales,  to  con- 
ftrain  them  to  have  the  like  Meafures  and  Weights 
to  us  in  Rngland.^ 

Then  Sir  Robert  Cecil  moved  the  Houfe,  '  To 
have  their  Opinions,  in  that  there  wanted  a  chief  Debate  on  the 
Member,  viz,,  a  Knight  of  Denbighshire.     And  Manner  of  iflu- 
he  faid,  I  am  to  certify  the  Houle  thus  much,  inEif£^^„7^  ^°' 
refpeft  of  fomeDiforder  committed  there,  touch-  ' 

ing  the  Eledion,  by  Sir  Richard  Trevor  and  Sir 
John  Fludd^  to  which  Sir  John  Salisbury  is  a  Par- 
ly,  the  Sheriff  could  not  proceed  in  Eled^ion. 
For  mine  own  Part,  I  think  it  fit  that  Mr.  Speak- 
er fhould  attend  my  Lord  Keeper  therein.  And 
-then  produced  a  Letter  from  the  Sheriff,  that 
there  happening  a  great  Riot  and  Difturbance  on 
•he  Cuunty-Courr-Day,  he  had  it  not  in  hii 
power  to  execute  the  Writ/ 

K  e  3  To 
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(jtteeri Elizabeth.  To  which  Sir  Edward  Hobby  anfwered,  *  Me- 
|6oi.  c  thinks  under  Favour,  the  Motion  Mr.  Secretary 
'  made  is  good,  but  the  Form  therein  (I  fpeak  with 
^  all  Reverence )  not  fitting  the  State  of  this  Houfe, 
^  For,  he  faid,  Mr.  Speaker  (hail  attend  my  Lord 
^  Keeper.    Attend?    It  is  well  known  that  the 

*  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  is  the  Mouth  of  the  whole 
f  Realm  ;  and  that  the  whole  State  of  the  Com- 
f  monalty  of  a  Kingdom  fhould  attend  one  Per- 

*  fon ;  I  ice  no  Reafon.     I  refer  it  to  the  Confide- 

*  ration  of  the  Houfe :  Only  this  Propofition  1  hold, 
'  That  our  Speaker  is  to  be  commanded  by  none, 

*  neither  to  attend  any,  but  the  Qiieen  only.' 
Mr.  John/on  faid,  '  The  Speaker  might  ex  Offi- 

*  cio  ft;nd  a  Warrant  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
^  who  is  tp  certify  the  Lord  Keeper,  and  fo  tQ 
'  make  a  new  Warrant.' 

Sir  Edward  Hobby  faid,  *  That  for  Eledlion  of 

*  Burgefles,  he  had  feen  half  a  Score  Yefterday 
^  with  Sir  John  Puckeruig's  Hand,  when  he  was 

*  Speaker.' 

Mr.  Speaker  faid,    *  I  may  inform  you  of  the 
'  Order  of  the  Houfe,  That  a  Warrant  muft  go 

*  from  the  Speaker  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown, 

*  who  Is  to  inform  the  Lord  Keeper,  and  then  to 
'  make  a  new  Writ.' 

Mr.  Secretary  CtY/Vfaid,  *  I  fl^ouid  be  very  forry 

*  to  detract  from  any  particular  Member  of  this 

*  Houfe,  much  more  from  the  general  State  j   my 

*  Meaning  was  miHaken,  and  mv  Words  mifcon- 

*  ftrued.' 

O    tb    Su   '"      ^"  ^^'^  '''^  °*^  Kcvemlcr  in  the  Afternoon,  the 

"'''''^'Committee  on  the  Subfidy  fat  in  the  Houfe;  when 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh  moved  the  Htufe,  *  To  confi- 

'  der  to  what  in:cnt  tliey  came  together,  r.nj  now 

*  in  their  Coming  what  v.-a"-  to  be  confiJercd.     For 

*  iheSubfidy  and  th"  M  inner  and  Qiiality  thereof, 

*  I  w;ll  now  only  int. mate  thus  njuch  unto  you; 

*  Thit   the  lad  Parlidincnt,    only   three  Si.bfidiei 

*  were  granted,  upon  Fear  tha'  the  Spaniards  were 
f  cpming;    but  we  fee  now  they  are  come,  and 

^         ■  *  have 
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have  iet  Foot  even  in  the  Queen's  Territories  Queen Eilzatetli, 
already,   and  therefore  are  the  more  of  us  to  be        i6oi, 
refpedled  and  regarded.     And  feeing  the  Sale  of 
her  Highnefs's  own  Jewels,  the  great  Loans  the  . 
Subjects  have  lent  her,  yet  unpaid,  the  continual 
Selling  of  her  Lands  and  Decaying  of  her  Rev^e- 
nues,  the  Sparing  ever  out  of  her  own  Purfe  and 
Apparel  for  our  Sakes  will  not  ferve,  but  yet  fhe 
muft  be  fain  to  call  her  Court  of  Parliament  for 
our  Advice  and  Aid  in  this  Cafe;  I  wifh  for  my 
own  i^^rt  (as  a  particular  Member  of  this  Com- 
mon-Wealth) that  we  may  not  do  lefs  than  we 
did  before ;  and  that  we  alfo  would  bountifully, 
according  to  our  Eftates,   contribute  to  the  Ne- 
ceflity  of  her  Majefty,  as  now  it  ftandeih.* 

Mr.  Wifeman.  «  Her  Majefty  hath  fpent  fo 
much,  that  now  fhe  is  fain  to  defire  the  Help  of 
her  Subjeft? :  Let  us  draw  to  fome  Head,  and 
leave  our  Orations  and  Speeches.  We  are  to 
conlider  only  what  is  fit  to  be  given ;  and  as  for 
my  Part,  as  a  poor  Member  ami  one  of  the 
meanelt  in  this  Houle,  I  will  be  bold  to 
deliver  mine  Opinion  firft,  becaufe  fome  muft 
break  the  Ice.  T  hree  Pound  Land  and  under  to 
pay  2  s.  8  d.  in  the  Pound,  ano  Five  Pound 
Goods  and  under  to  pay  is.  8  d.  in  the  Pound, 
and  double  Tenths  and  Fif:eenths  as  foon  as  may 
be.  A.lthough  1  may  feem  over  boli,  being  but  ' 
a  Rural  and  Countryman,  to  fpeak  even  out  of 
my  Element  in  this  Cafe ;  yet  I  do  heartily  crave 
Pardon  of  all,  befeeching  that  neither  my  Un- 
aptnefs  or  Diforder  of  Speech,  nor  the  Unwor- 
thinefs  of  my  Perfon  may  prejudice  the  Caufe.* 
Sir  Robert  Wroth.  '  That  four  Pound  Land  full 
Sublidy,  and  fix  Pound  Goods  full  Subfidy  might 
be  paid  to  her  Majefty,' 

Sir  Francis  Hafi'wgs  moved,  '  ThatThree  Pound 
Men  might  he  exempted,  and  all  others  above 
that  Rate  to  pay  according  to  the  Rate  to  make 
■JO  a  full  Subfidv? 
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QyeenEUzabeth.  ^r*  PhUt'pps  moved,  *  That  the  Four  Pound 

|6oi.        *  Men  might  be  exempted,  and  four  Subfidies  re- 

*  ceived  from  the  Rich,  which  (houki  be  termed  a 
'  Contribution,  becaufe  it  might  make  no  In> 
^  novation.* 

Sir  JValter  Raleigh  faid,  *  If  all  pay  alike,  none 

*  will  be  aggrieved  ;  if  any  be  exempted,  doubtlefs, 

*  it  will  breed  much  Grief,  and  the  Feeling  will  be 
'  great  to  thofe  Three  Pound  Men  that  will  feel 
^  any  Thing,    but  it  will  be  nothing  to  them  that 

*  know  any  Thing.* 

Sir  Edward  Hobby  faid,  '  We  cannot  hear  you, 
^  fpeak  out,  you  fliould  fpeak  (landing,  that  fo  the 

*  Houfe  might  the  better  hear  you.'     So  Sir  IValter 
^           Raleigh  faid,  '  That  being  a  Committee,  he  might 

'  fpeak  either  fitting  or  ftanding,  and  fo  repeated 
^  over  again  the  former  Speech.' 


Mr.  Secretary  Cecil  faid,  *  Becaufe  it  is  an  Ar- 

*  gument  of  more  Reverence,  I  chufe  to  fpeak 
'  Handing,  As  long  as  the  Queen  by  the  Advice 
'  of  her  Council  did  find  Means  to  fpare  you,    fo 

*  long  (he  ever  dcfired  that  her  Subjefts  might  not 
^  be  charged :  But  if  her  Majefty,  as  foon  as  the 
^  laft  Subfidy  had  been  fpent,  ihould  have  again  re- 
^  forted  unto  you,  I  do  aflure  you,  this  Parliament 

*  had  been  called  in  O^ober  laft.  Now  if  upon 
^  Providence  and  Forefight,  you  did  contribute  un- 

*  to  her  Majefty  ;    much  more  fliould  we  now  do 

*  the  fame,  feeing  a  refolute  Company  of  Soldiers 
'  have  intrenched  ihemfelves  in  her  Majefty's  King- 

*  dom  of  Ireland,  and  more  Supplies  thither  arc 

*  daily  expedled.     It  is  Time  to  open  our  Coffers, 

*  that  we  may  obviate,  in  the  Beginning,  thefe  few 

*  Forces  of  the  Spaniitrds,    left  growing  to  greater 

*  Forces  we  cannot  expel   them  with  lefs  than 

*  5CO,oobl.  which  we  may  now  do  with  ico,ooo 

*  in  prelent.     If  there  be  3ny  that  fits  next  the 

*  Door  that  dcfires  to  fit  next  the  Cliair  to  give  his 
^  Opinion,  I  Will  not  only  give  him  my  Place, 
^  but  ihaiik  hiin  to  take  my  (Jhai<j,e. 

'  (This 
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'  fThis  was  conceived  to  be  Sir  Edward  Hobby  ^  Queen  Elizabeth. 

who  coming  to  fit  near  the  Chair,    and  not  giv-        '  ^^' 

ing  him  Place,  fate  next  the  Door.') 

'  We  that  fit  here,  for  my  Part,  take  your  Fa- 
vours out  of  Courtefy,  not  out  of  Duty  ; but 

to  the  Purpofe.  The  Queen  hath  occafion  to  ufe, 
as  divers  in  this  Houfe  do  know,  300,000!.  be- 
fore Eajhr ;  how  this  fhall  be  raifed  and  gathered, 
that  is  the  Queftion  ;  for  without  this  Proportion 
of  Charge,  neither  the  Spaniards  in  Ireland  can 
be  repell'd,  and  the  Wars  there  maintained,  nei- 
ther her  Majefty's  other  Affairs  be  fet  on  Foot, 
neither  Provifion  fufficient  can  be  fet  on  Foot,  or 
made  for  Defence  from  foreign  Invafions.  Ad- 
mit with  a  lefs  Charge  we  (hould  now  expel  him. 
Will  any  Man  be  fo  fimple  to  think  he  will  give 
over  the  Enterprize,  being  of  fo  great  Confe- 
quence,  and  grow  defperate  ?  I  (hould  think  him 
but  a  Man  of  (hallow  Underftanding  and  lefs 
Policy.  Surely,  if  we  had  been  of  that  Mind 
when  we  had  that  great  Overthrow  of  his  invin- 
cible Navy  in  1588,  we  had  been  deftinated  to 
Perdition.  For  how  many  chargeable  Enter- 
prizes  of  puifl'ant  and  great  Confequence  hath  he 
fmce  made  ?  The  like,  if  his  Forces  in  Ireland 
(hould  now  fail,  would  he  do  again.  And  there- 
fore that  Provifion  we  now  make,  if  he  (hould 
be  expell'd  with  a  lefs  Matter,  would  ferve  to 
make  Defence  againft  his  next  Invafion  of  that 
Kingdom ;  as  alfo,  enrich  her  Majefty  to  be  ready 
to  furnifh  her  Navy  and  Forces  the  fpeedier  for 
her  Safety.  Beiides,  if  he  beftow  fuch  Mafles 
of  Treafure  for  the  gaining  of  one  poor  Town, 
OJlend,  what  will  he  do  to  gain  io  ftrong  and  fa- 
mous a  Kingdom  as  Ireland?  I  will,  by  the  Leave 
of  a  worthy  Perfon  who  (its  by  me,  and  knows 
thefe  Things  better  than  I  do,  yield  a  particular 
Account  unto  you  of  the  State  itfelf.  P'irff, 
The  laft  whole  Subfidy  after  the  Rate  of  Four 
Pound  Lands,  and  Eight  Groats  Goods,  came 
not  to  above  8c,oool.  the  Subfidy  of  the  Clergy 
20,oooU  th?   double    Fifteenths   6o,cool.    All 

*  which 
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Qu«n Elizabeth.  *  which  18  i6o,oool.    Sincc  my  Lord  of  EJ[ex'» 
1601.       *  going  into  Ireland^   (he   hath    fpent  300,000!. 

*  So  the  Queen  is  behind   140,000!.     Thus  we 
'  refer  the  Matter  to  your  judicious  Confideration : 

*  We  only  fhew  you  the  prefcnt  Siate  of  the  Queen 
'  and  her  Affairs,    wifhing  no  Man  to  look  that 

*  we  (hould  give  Advice  what  is  to  be  done,  as 

*  though  you  yourfelves,  who  are  the  Wjidom  of 

*  the  Land,  could  neither  direct  yourfelves,  nor 

*  upon  thefe  Reafons  ailedgcd,  judge  the  Neceflity 

*  of  the  State.' 

Mr.  Comptroller  S\x  John  Fort efcue^  an'd  Secre- 
tary Herbert^  fpake  all  ro  the  like  LfFedl ;  only. 
Sir  John  Fortejcue  added  this,  *  That  what  pleated 
'  the  Houfe,  in  the  Name  of  the  Subfidy,  to  beftow 

*  the  fame.  Her  Majefty  did  and  would  ever  em- 

*  ploy  to  their  LJfes;    fo  that  dying,    it  might  be 

*  written  on  her  Tomb,    ^6d  occupctm  vixit,  fo 
'  that  (he  dying,  liveth  ftill,  employing  all  to  the 

*  Safety  of  her  Subjedts.     And  1  befeech  you  re- 

*  member,    that  the  Great- 7«ri  when  he  con- 

*  quered  Cmflantimpk^  found  therein  three  Hun- 
'  dred  Millions  of  Gold  :    If  they,  quoth  he,  had 

*  beftowed  three  Millions  in  Defence  of  their  City, 
'  he  could  never  have  gotten  it.     From  this  Blind- 

*  nefs,  I  pray  God  defend  us,  that  we  may  not  be 
'  backward  to  give  four  Sublidies  to  her  Majefty, 

*  for  Want  whereof  in  Time,  we  may  happen  to 

*  lofe  that  which  will  not  be  recovered  or  de- 
'  fended  with  a  Hundred.' 

After  which  it  was  agreed  by  general  Confent, 
the  Three  Pound  Men  to  be  included. 

The  9(h  of  the  fame  Month,  Heywood  Town- 
l\'ia5t.tudrof/'^«^'  Kfq;  Author  of  the  Book  already  mention- 
common  Soliid- ed,  in  preferring  a  Bill  againft  the  Multitude  of 
*='"•  common  Sollicitors,  I'poke  as  follows. 

Mt  Speaker,  '  It  is  well  faid  by  a  worthy  Mem- 

*  ber  of  this  Houie,   Mx  Francis  Baccn,  that  every 

*  Man  i"?  bound  :o  help  the  Common-We:iUh  the 

*  belt  he  n)ay  ;  much  mcxe  is  every  Man  in  his 
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particular  Bbund,  being  a  Member  of  this  Houfe,  Queen  Eiizabetli 
if  be  knew  any  dangerous  Enormity  towards  the  *^°^' 
Cbmmon-Wealth,  not  only  to  open  it,  but,  if  it 
may  be,  oppofe  it.  We  being  all  here  within 
thefe  Walls  together,  may  be  likened  to  a  Jury 
clofe  fhut  up  in  a  Chamber;  every  Man  there 
upon  his  Oath,  and  every  Man  here  upon  his 
Conlcience,  being  the  Grand- Jurymen  of  the 
Land,  bound  to  deal  both  truly  and  plainly. 
Herewith  (though  a  moft  unworthy  and  leall 
fufficient  Member  of  this  Houfe)  myfelf  being 
touched,  I  had  rather  adventure  my  Credit  by 
fpeaking,  though  confufedly,  than  to  ftretch  my 
Confcience  (knowing  fo  great  a  Mifchief  and 
Inconvenience  unto  this  Kingdom)  by  Silence  in 
fo  pleafing  a'  Caule,  as  I  do  perfuade  myfelf  this 
Bill  will  be  to  every  Man  that  hears  it.  To 
which  Mr  Speaker,  becaufe  1  may  have  Benefit 
of  Speech  if  Occafion  fe;  ve,  at  the  fecond  Read- 
ing thereof,  I  will  not  fpeak  more  at  this  pre- 
fent,  but  only  touching  the  very  Trad  of  the 
Bill  itfelf.  The  honourable  Perfonage,  that  in 
the  Upper  Houfe  in  the  Beginning  of  this  Parlia- 
ment, fpake  againft  the  lewd  Abufes  of  prolling 
SoUicitors  and  their  great  Multitude,  who  fet 
DifTenfion  betwixt  Man  and  Man,  like  a  Snake, 
cut  in  Pieces,  crawl  together  to  join  themfelves 
again  to  ftir  up  evil  Spirits  of  Dillenfion  :  He,  I 
fay,  advifed  us,  that  a  Law  might  be  made  to 
reprefs  them.  I  have  obfervcd  that  no  Man  in 
this  Parliament  ever  offered  to  prefer  any  fuch 
Bill  to  this  Houte,  but,  furelam,  no  Man  fpake 
to  this  Purpofe.  I  have  therefore,  Mr  Speaker, 
prefumed  out  of  my  young  Experience,  becaufe 
I  know  Part  of  their  Abufes.  and  with  that  fmall 
Portion  of  Learning  that  I  have,  to  draw  a  Bill, 
and  here  it  is.  The  Title  is  thus :  An  Ad  to 
repnfs  the  Multitude  of  Common  SoUicitors.  The 
Body  of  the  Aft  difibleth  all  Perfons  to 
folicit  any  Caufe  othtr  than  their  own.  There 
are  excep  -j  and  fo^e-prized  four  feveral  Sorts, 
Lawyers  and  Attornies  in   their  own  Courts  i 

*  where 
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^eenEbiabeth.  *  ^here  they  be  fworn  Servants  in  Livery,  and 

j6oi.        *  Kinfmen  within  the  fourth  Degree  of  Confan- 

*  guinity.     And  no  Man  within  this  Kingdom  but 

*  may  find  a  fitting  and  convenient  Solliciior  within 

*  thefe  four  Degrees.     And  I  humbly  pray,    it 

*  being  fo  fliort,  that  the  Bill  may  be  read  and 

*  received.' 

.  Oh  thfe  fame  Day  the  Affair  of  the  Supply  was 

Supp?  rcnew*ed!  ^S^'"  before  the  Houle  ;  and  Mr  Secretary  Cecil 
began  firft,  and  faid, 

"  When  it  was  the  good  Pleafure  of  this  Houfe 

*  to  give  Order  to  the  Committees  to  confider  the 

*  common  Danger  of  this  Realm,  in  which  nor 

*  only  every  A^ember  of  this  Houfe,  but  every 

*  Man  in  the  Kingdom  is  interefted,  it  liked  the 
'  Committees  after  their  Refoluiion  to  chufe  on& 

*  among  all  to  give  Account  of  their  Proceed- 

*  ings,  and  that  is  myfelf.    I  do  know,  it  were  the 
'  fafeft  Way  for  a  Man's  Memory,  to  del.ver  the 

*  laft  Refolution  without  any  precedent  Argument; 

*  for  rare  is  the  Afiembly  in  which  there  is  not 
'  Tome  Variety  of  Opinions.     And  I  am  of  Opi- 

*  nion,  if  we  had  all  agreed  upon  the  Manner,  as 
'  we  did  fpeediiy  upon  the  Matter,  all  had  been 

*  difpatch'd  in  an  Hour.     It  fcemcd  by  the  ready 

*  Confent  of  the  Committees,  that  they  came  not 

*  to  look  on  one  another,  or  iikeSht-ep  to  accom- 

*  pany  one  another ;  but  the  Matter  was  well  de- 

*  clared  by  fome,  and  at  length  confented  unto  by 

*  all.     Our  Contention  bred  Difference,  and  Dif- 

<  ference  Caufe  of  Argument,  both  how  to  eafe 

*  the  State,  and  make  this  SubHdy  lefs  burihenfomc 

*  which  (hall  be  receivcl.    Some  were  of  Opinion, 

*  that  the  Three  Pound  Men  fhould  be   fpared, 
'  becaufc  it  was  to  be  confidercd  ihey  had  but  fmall 

*  Portions.     Others   were   of  Opinion   that  the 

*  Four  Pound  Men  fhould  give  double,  and  the  rcfk 

<  upwards  fhould  be  higher  'felled.     Others  were 

*  of  oiher  Opinions.     Again  it  was  moved,  wlie- 

*  ther  this  Subfidy  fhould  go  in  the  Nau\e  of  a 
^  fienevolence  or  Contribution,  oi  whether  in  the 

*  Name 
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Name  of  a  Fourth  Subfidy  ;  but  at  length  moft  Queen  Elizabeth. 
Voices  refolved  it  {hould  have  the  old  Name  of  a  *6ci. 
Subfidy,  becaufe  Suhfidiurn  and  Auxilium  are  all 
one.  The  ntoft  Voices  concluded.  That  there 
fhould  be  no  Exception  of  the  Three  Pound 
IVten,  becaufe  according  to  their  Rate  fome  were 
'felled  under  Value  j  befides.  Separation  might 
breed  Emulation,  Sufpicion  of  Partiality  and 
Confufion.  And  the  whole  Realm,  when  each 
Man  comes  into  his  Country,  will  be  better  fatis- 
fied,  when  they  fhall  know  they  have  fpared  no 
Man,  nor  made  any  Disjundion.  It  was  faid 
by  a  Member  of  the  Houfe,  that  he  knew  fome 
poor  People  pawn'd  their  Pots  and  Pans  to  pay 
the  Subfidy.  It  may  be  you  dwell  where  you 
fee  and  hear  ;  I  dwell  where  I  hear  and  believe. 
And,  this  I  know,  that  neither  Pot  nor  Pan,  nor 
Difti  nor  Spoon  fhould  be  fpared  when  Danger 
is  at  our  Elbows.  But  he  that  fpake  this,  in  my 
Confcience,  fpake  it  not  to  hinder  the  Subfidy,  or 
the  Greatnefs  of  the  Gift,  but  to  fhew  the  Poverty 
of  fome  'felled,  and  by  fparing  them  to  yield 
them  Relief.  But,  by  no  Means,  I  would  have  the 
Three  Pound  Men  exempted,  becaufe  I  do  wifh, 
the  King  of  Spain  might  know,  how  willing  we 
are  to  fell  all  in  Defence  of  God's  Religion,  our 
Prince  and  Country. 

'  I  have  read  when  Hannibal  refolved  to  fack 

Rome^    he  dwelt  in  the   Cities  adjoining,  and 

'  never  feared  or  doubted  of  his  Enterprize,  'till 

■  Word  was  brought  him  that  the  Maidens,  Ladies, 

■  and  Women  oi  Rome  fold  their  Ear-Rings,  Jew- 
'  els  and  all  their  Neceflaries  to  maintain  War 
'  againlt  him.     I  do  take  myfelf  in  Duty  bound 

■  to  acquaint  this  Houfe  with  the  Modefly  of  the 
'  Committee  at  the  Propofition  ;  that  where  firft 
'  this  Houfe  never  ftuck  to  commit  it,  they  never 
'  ftuck  (underftanding  the  Reafons)  to  grant  it.' 

Then  was  a  Motion  made  by  Sir  Robert  JVrcth^ 
'  That  this  new  Subfidy  might  be  drawn  in  a  Bill 
'  by  itfelf,  to  which  (hould  be  annex'd  a  Preamble 

«  cf 
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rjocfn  Elizabeth. '  of  the  great  Neceflities,  the  WjHingnefs  of  the 
1601.        '  Subjedt,  and  that  it  m'x^hi  he  no  Precedent -y   but 
'  iliat  would  not  be  yielded  unto.' 

Mr  Francis  Moore  moved  that,  '  That  which 

*  was  done  might  be  compleatly  done,  and  the 
*•  Subfidy  gathered  by  Commiflion,  and  not  by  the 
'  old  Roll  ;    for  peradventure  fome   were  dead, 

*  others  fallen  to  Poverty,  others  richer,  and  fo 

*  defcrved  to  be  enhanced,  &c.     And  withal  he 

*  faid,  that  the  Granting  of  this  Subfidy  fecmed  to 
'  be  the  Alpha  and  Otnega  of  this  Parliament.' (/) 

Mr  W'lrigfield  moved  the  honourable  of  the 
Council,  Members  of  this  Hcule,  *  That  feeing 
'  the  Subfidy  was  granted,  and  they  yet  had  done 

*  nothing,  it  would  pleafe  her  Majcfty  not  to  dif- 

*  folve  the  Parliament  till  fome  Adts  were  palled.* 

Mr  Francis  Bacon^  *  After  a  Repetition  that  the 

*  Three  Pound  Men  might  not  be  excluded,  con- 

*  eluded,  that  it  was  Dulcii  TraSlmpariJuio^  ihere- 
'  fore  the  Poor  as  well  as  the  Rich  not  to  be  ex- 
'  empted. 

Sir  Walter  Rakigh  faid,  '  I  like  not  that  the  Spa- 

*  niards^  our  Enemies,  fhould  know  of  our  Selling 
'  our  Pors  and  Pans  to  pay  Sublidies  ;  well   may 

*  you  call  it  Policy,  as  an  Honourable  Perfon  al- 
'  ledged,  but,  I  am  (ure,  it  argues  Poverty  in  the 
'  State.  And  for  the  Motion  that  was  la  ft.  made, 
'  of  Dukis  Tra6lus  pari  Jugo^  call  you   this  par 

*  Juguniywhen  a  poor  M^n  pays  as  much  as  a  rich, 

*  and  peradventure  his  Eftate  is  ito  better  than  he  is 
'  fei  ar,  or  b-it  little  better;  when  our  Eftates 

*  that  be  thirty  Pounds  01  forty  Pounds  in  the 
«  Qiieen's  Books,  are  not  the  hundred  Part  of  our 

*  Wealth  ]  Tiierefore  it  is  not  Dulcis  nor  pari.* 

Mr  Secretary  Cecil.     *  That    for  what   the 

*  Gentleman  fnid,  "  That  the  Subfidy  was  the 
**  Jlpha  and  Omega  of  this  Parliament ;"     1  think 

•'he 

^iV  Author  of  the  Hcptrti. 
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he  fpoke  it  not  fimply  out  of  Humour,  but  ra-  ^"",60"  * 
ther  upon  Probability  :  For,  I  can  allure  you, 
her  Majefty  is  as  refpeftive  over  you  touching 
her  Laws,  which  (lie  defireth  may  be  perufed 
and  amended,  that- the  meaneth  not  to  diflblve 
this  Parliament  'till  Tome  Things  be  amended; 
For  that,  that  I  faid,  touching  the  Spaniard's 
knowing  of  our  Sale  of  our  Pots  and  Pans,  and 
all  we  have,  to  keep  him  out,  which  Ihould 
be  a  Matter  of  Policy,  to  which  the  Gentleman 
{?)\r  Walter  Raleigh)  took  Exceptions  ;  I  fay.  It 
is  true,  and  yet  I  am  miftaken.  T  fay,  it  is  good 
the  Spajnards  fhould  know  how  willing  we  are 
to  fell  our  Pots  and  Pans  and  all  we  have  to 
keep  him  out :  Yet  I  do  not  fay,  it  is  good  he 
fhould  know  we  do  fell  them.  That  is,  I  would 
have  him  know  our  Willingnefs  to  fell,  fthough 
there  be  no  Need)  but  not  of  our  Poverty  in  Sel- 
ling, or  of  any  Neceflity  we  have  to  fell  them, 
which  I  think  none  will  do,  neither  fhall  need  to 
do.'     Then  all    the   Houfe  cried,  No,  No  j  as 

much  as  to  fay,  no  Man  did  lo. 

Sir  Arthur  Gorge   moved,     '  That    it  would 

'  pleafe  the  Council,  that  Order  might  be  taken 

*  that  Juftices  of  the  Peace  might  be  'felfed  accor- 

*  ding  to  the  Statute,  viz.  at  Twenty  Pound  Lands, 
'  whereas  there  be  few   Juftices  that  be  above 

*  Eight  or  Ten  Pounds.' 

Then  Serjeant  Heyle.  '  Mr  Speaker,  I  marvel 
«  much  that  the  Houfe  will  ftand  upon  granting  of 
'  a  Subfidy,  or  the  Time  of  Payment,  when  all 
'  we  have  is  her  Majefty's  ;  and  fhe  may  lawfully, 
'  at  her  Pleafure,  take  it  from  us.     Yea,  (he  hath 

*  as  much  Right  to  all  our  Lands  and  Goods,  as  to 
'  any  Revenue  of  her  Croiun.'  At  which  all  the 
Houfe  hemm'd,  and  laughed  and  talked  '  '  Well, 
'  quoth  Serjeant  Heyle,  all  your  Hemming  fhall 
'  not  put  me  out  of  Countenance.'  So  Mr  Speak- 
er ftood   up  and  faid,  '  It  is  a  great  DiforderthcU 

*  this  fhould  be  ufed  ;  for  it  is  the  antient  Ufe  of 

*  every  iVIan  to  be  filent  when  any  one  fpeaketh  ; 

*  and  he  that  is  fpcaking  fhould  be  fuffered  to  de- 

*  liver 


44^      TheTarliamentarjf  HisTOKi  . 

Queen Eii«beth.*  Hvcr  his  Mind  without  Interruption.*     So  the 

1601.       Serjeant  proceeded,  and    when  he  had  fpoken  a 

little  while,  the  Houfe  hemm'd  again,  and  fo  he 

fat  down.     In   his  latter  Speech    he  faid,  *  He 

*  could  prove  his  former  Polition  by  Precedent  in 

*  the  Times  of  Henry  III.  King  John^    King 

*  Stephen,  ^ij  which  was  the  Occafion  of  their 
Hemming. 

Mr  Montague  faid,    *  That  there  were  nofuch 

*  Precedents  ;  and  if  all  Preambles  of  Subfidies 
^            *  were  looked  upon,  he  fliould  find  it  were  of  Free 

*  Gift.     And  although  her  Majefty  requireth  this 

*  at  our  Hands,  yet  it  is  in  us  to  give,  not  in  her 
*■  to  ^xd^  of  Duty.  And  for  the  Precedents  there 
'  be  none  fuch,  but  touching  a  Tenth  Fleece  of 

*  Wool,   and  a  Tenth   Sheaf  of  Corn  that  was 

*  granted  to  Edward  III.   at  his   going  to   the 

*  Conquer  o(  France-,  becaufe  all  the  Money,  then 
'  in  the  Land  to  be  levied  by  wayofSubfidy, 
'  would  not  be  any  way  anfwerable  to  raife  that 
'  great   Mafs  he  dcfired.     And    fo,    having  thefe 

*  Tenths,  he  fold  them  to  private  Men  to  gain  that 

*  SubfiiJy,  and  fo  railed  Money  to  himfelf  for  his 
'  Enterprize/  {k) 

November  16.     A  Bill  for  redrefTing  certain  In- 

Bill  againft  PJu- conveniences  in  the  Statute  of  21  Hen.  VIII.  Chap. 

ficcr'  ''^  ^"''*  ^  ^-  'n^'t^ed,  yfn  A^  againjl  Pluralities  of  Benefices 

for  taking  of  Farms  by  Spiritual  Meny  and  for  Re- 

ftdence,  was  read  the  fecond  Time. 

Mr  Dunn  faid,  *  It  was  no  Reafon  that  Men  of 

*  unequal  Defer t  fhould  be  equally  beneficed,  or 

*  equalised  with  the  beft.' 

Dr.  Crompton  wiflied  '  That  Pluralities  of  Offi- 

*  ces  might   be  taken   from  the   Laity,  and  then 

*  Pluralinesof  Beneficesfrom  theSpiritunli'.y.     Al- 

*  fo  in  former  Age?,  he  faid,  Impropriations  were 

*  given  to  the  Spirituality,  and  then  no  Pluralities 

*  allowed  3  as  alfo  Spiritual  Men  bound  by  Eccle- 

*  fiaftical  Canons  of  their  own  from  Marriage,  fo 

*  that  they  might  live  with  far  leCs  Charge  than 

•  now 

{k)  Set  Vol«  I.  pag.  330, 
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now  they  do.  But  having  taken  from  them  QiieenEiizabetfi. 
firft  the  Impropriations,  they  cannot  keep  that  '^o^* 
Holpirality  which  is  required.  And  next,  Mar- 
riage being  tolerated  among  them,  they  living  at 
great  Charge  boih  of  Wife  and  Children,  one 
Benefice  of  I'mall  Cure  lufficeth  not.' 
Sir  George  Moore  '  Thought  the  Bill  moll  fit 
to  be  committed,  it  being,  in  the  general  Opini- 
on, a  good  Law,  and  tending  to  a  good  and  a  re- 
ligious End  ;  and  fuch  is  the  Iniquity  of  this  Age, 
that  for  Want  of  a  good  Law  of  this  Nature, 
many  Souls  do  not  only  languifh  butperilh  ever- 
laltmgly,  for  Want  of  Spiritual  Food.' 
Mr  Lock.  '  I  think  bare  Silence  is  not  an  Ex- 
oneration of  a  Man's  Confcience  :  I'he  Simili- 
tude of  Offices  and  Benefices,  made  by  the  Doc- 
tor, doth  not  liold,  under  Favour  ;  for  Non  eji 
inclpiendum  cum  La'uh,  Jed  incipicnduni a  Do?nci 
Dti :  Therefore  if  they  begin  firft,  we  fhall  fol- 
low in  avoiding  Pluralities.' 
Dr  Jamei.  '  That  it  had  been  faid,  That  Plu- 
ralities were  the  Cauie  of  biinging  Corruption  in- 
to the  Church  ;  but  for  that,  under  Favour,  faid 
he,  I  think  the  contrary,  becaufe  Corruption  is 
commonly  where  Poverty  is  ;  but  if  competent 
Living  be  given  to  the  Miniiler,  I  fee  no  Reafon 
why  juft  Men  (hould  judge  there  to  be  Corrup- 
tion. Secondly,  It  was  laid,  That  it  would  be 
a  Means  of  preaching  the  Wctd  j  for  that  I  an- 
fwer.  That  if  Hope  of  competent  Living  be 
taken  away,  it  will  be  a  Means  to  make  the  belt 
Wits  refufe  the  Study  of  Divinity.  And  there- 
fore an  Hiftorian  faith  well,  that  Suhlatis  Pra- 
miis  co^ruunt  Artes.  Confider  befides,  that  in 
E?2gland  there  are  above  eight  ihoufand  eight 
hundred  and  odd  Parifh- Churches  j  iix  hundred 
of  which  do  but  afford  competent  Living  for  a 
Minifter  :  What  then  fliall  become  of  the  Mul- 
titude of  our  I  ;arned  Men  ?  They  have  no  other 
Preferments  unlefs  it  be  to  get  fome  Deanery, 
Prebend,  or  fuch  like,  which  i:  no  eafy  Mat- 
ter to  do,  they  being  fo  few,  efpecially  in  this 
Voi.  IV.  F  f  ,'  catch- 


QuccnElizabeth. 
i6oi. 
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catching  Age.    To  give  the  heft  Scholar  but  as 
great  Proportion  as  the  meaneft  Artifan,  or  to  give 
all  alike,  there  is  no  Equality  ;   for  Inaqualibus 
aqudlia  dare  abfurdum.     And  this  will  breed  Po- 
verty in  the  greateft  Learned,  which,  is   the 
Mother  of  Contempt,  a  Thing  both  dangerous 
and  odious  unto  Divinity:  This  muft  needs  en- 
force Preachers  to  preach  placentia  ;  which   is  a 
Thing  abhor'd  even  of  God  himfelf.     A  Preach- 
er, who  is  no  ordinary  Perfon,  ought  to  have  an 
extraordinary  Reward  ;  for  the  Canon  faith,  he 
muft  be  ad  minimum  Art  turn  Magijler,  aut  publi- 
cus  out  idoneus  Verbi  Dlvini  Concionator.* 
Mr  David  IVaterhoufe.     *  Becaufe  myfelf  am 
an  Officer,  I  mean  only  to  fpeak  of  the  Doctor's 
Similitude  of  Pluralities  of  Offices.      By  the 
Common  Law,  an  Officer  fhall  forfeit  his  Office 
for  Non-Attendance  ;  fo  for  a  Benefice  the  In- 
cumbent (hall  al/'o  forfeit.     But  after  the  Sta- 
tute came  which   made  this  Toleration  upon 
c;gbtcen  Days  Abfence  :  So  that  now,  if  we  fet 
this  Stature  at  Liberty  again,  this  fhall  be  no  In- 
novation in  us,  but  a  Renovation  of  the  Com- 
mon Law.     And  I  will  end  only  with  this  Cau- 
tion to  theHoufe,  That  commonly  the  moft  ig- 
norant Divines  of  ihis  Land  be  double  beneficed.' 
Serjeant  Hart  is.     *  Wefeem  to  defend  the  Pri- 
vileges and  Cuftomsof  the  Houfe,  but  if  we  pro- 
ceed to  determine  of  this  Bill,  Mr  Speaker,  we 
fliall  not  only  infringe  a  Cuftom  which  we  have 
ever  obferved,  viz.  to  maldle  with  no  Matter 
that  toucheth   her  Majefty's  Prerogative  ;  but 
alfo  procure    her  great  Dilplcafure.     Admit  we 
fliould   determine  of  ttiis  Matter,  yet  her   Ma- 
jefty  may  grant  Toleration  with  a  Nsn  ohjlanie. 
And,  Mr  Speaker,  the  laft  Parliament  may  be  a 
Warning  to  us  when  th:;  like  Bill  by  us  was  prc- 
fer'd,  and  the  fame  not  only  rejeded,  but  alfo  her 
Majerty  commanded  the  Lord  Keeper  to  tell  u^. 
That  ihc-  hw'ped  we  would  not  hereafter  meddle 
in  C.ifes  of  this  Nature  io  nearly  touching  her 
i^ic;02itive  Rovul.* 

Mr 
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Mr  Martin.  *  I  agree  with  one  that  faid,  Learn-  Queen  Elizabeth* 
ing  fhould  have  her  Reward  ;'    but  I  fay  more,        '^®'* 
That  our  Souls  fhould  have  their  Spiritual  Food/ 
Mr  Francis  Hajiings.  *  I  proteft  that  which  I  {hall 
fpeak,  I  will  utter  to  you  all,  out  of  iheConfcience 
of  a  Chriftian,  Loyalty  of  a  Subjeft,  and  Heart  of 
an  Englijhman.   I  know  that  D^Jlributio  Parochia- 
rum  eji  ex  Jure  Humano  non  Divino.  But  he  that 
faid  fo  much,  give  me  Leave  to  tell  him.  That 
Dijlributio  Verbi  Divlni  ejl  ex  J uie  Divino  etHu- 
?nano.     If  then  by  the  diltributing  and  fevering  of 
Benefices  to  divers  learned  Men,  the  Word  may 
be  the  better  diftributed   unto  the  People,  and 
preached  as,  God  be  thanked,  it  hath  been  thefe 
fortyrthree  Years,  under  her  Majefty's  happy 
Government  }  (the  Point  of  whofe  Days,  I  be- 
feech   the  Almighty,   may  be  prolonged^  I  fee: 
no  Reafon,  Mr  Speaker,   why  we  fhould  doubt 
of  the  Goodnefs  of  this  Bill,  or  make  any  Que- 
flion  of  the  Committing  thereof,  feV.' 
Mx  Roger  Owen  ^Q'^'tdi,  '  That  a  Statute  was 
but  Privatio  com?nunis  Juris :    And  this  Adt  will 
make  no  Innovation,  becaufe  it  repeals  only  the 
Provifo,  and  not  the  Body.    Whereas  it  was  faid, 
that  Honns  alit  jirtes^  and  much  more  to  that  Pur- 
pofe  ;  and  if  you  take  away  the  Honour  and  Re- 
ward, then  you  takeaway  the  Study  itfelf.      Foj: 
Anfwer  thereunto,  Mr,  Speaker,  I  fay,  under  Fa- 
vour, that  this  Statute  takes  away  no  Benefices 
from  the  Clergy,  but  doth  only  better  order  the 
Diftribution  of  Benefices  among  the  Clergy.    For 
another  Do^for  that  alledged  a  Canon  confirmed 
under  the  Great  Seal  of  England^  I  fay,  under 
Favour,  that  they  of  the  Clergy,  and  not  we  of 
the  Laity,  arc  bound  thereby  ;  for  they  are,  as  it 
were,  Bye-Laws  to  them,  but  not  to  us.'     After 
vhich  it  was  committed. 

November  17.  An  Aft  to  fupprefs  the  Sin  of  A*' 
dultery  was  read  the  firft  Time.  The  Subftancc 
whereof  was,  that  if  a  Woman  or  Man^  or  both, 
were  convidled  of  Adultery,  he  fhould  loie  his  Te- 
nancy by  Courtefie,  and  (he  her  Tenancy  in  Dowcr^ 
F  f  2  SerJeaiH 
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Qaeen Elizabeth.      Serjeant  Harris.     *  Mr.  Speaker,  by  the  Scope 
j6-i.        '  of  this  Bill,  the  Determination  of  this  Fa<3:  muft 

*  be  by  two  or  three  blind  Witnefles,  in  the  Eccle- 
AduSry""'"""^  *  fiaftical  Court;  which  is  no  Reafon,  that  judges 

*  Ecclefnftical  fnould  determine  of  Laymen's  In- 
;  •  hei:Jtnnces.     Befides,  there  is  another  grofs  Fault 

.^  in  the  Bill,  for  if  they  be  both  poor,  and  have  no- 

'  *  thing  but  Goods,  if  the  Man  be  taken  in  Adulte- 

*  ry,  he  fhall  not  be  punifhed,  becaufe  there  is  no- 

*  thing  of  which  he  (houki  be  Tenant  by  the  Cour- 

*  tefie.    But  if  the  Woman  be  taken  fhe  is  to  lofe 

*  the  Third  of  the  Goods ;  or  if  it  be  in  the  City, 

*  by  Cuftom,  fhe  lofeth  the  Half,  which  is  Jus  in- 

*  aquale^  and  not  to  be  admitted  by  this  Houfc.* 
Then  all  the  Houfc  cried,  Away  with  it. 

On  the  20lh  of  November^  the  Grand  Affair  of 
Monopolies  began  in  this  Houfe.      It    was  firft 
brought  in  by  Mr  Laurence  Hide^  and  was  then  in- 
titled.  An  A^  for  the  Explanation  of  the  Common 
_  ,  ,  ...Law  in  certain  Cafes  of  Letters  Patents.     After  it 

Debate  on  a  nill  a      y      r^      A-      ■'  \  r        y 

agaiiift  Monopo-  ^as  read,  the  Quellion  was  to  be  put  for  the  com- 

iics.  mining  of  it ;    and  lome  crying  out,  Covmit  it., 

fome  Ingrof  it,  a  great  Debate  arofe.     When  Mr., 

Spicer.,  Jiurgefs  for  IVarwick^  faid,  '  Mr  Speaker, 

'  this  Aflembly  may  be  liiid  to  be  libera  Mens  et  li- 

*  bera  Lingua^  therefore  freely  and  faithfully,  that 
'  which  I  know  I  will  fpeak  to  this  Houfe.     This 

*  Bill  may  touch  the  Prerogative  Royal,  wiiich,  as 
'  I  learned  the  laft  Parliament,  is  fo  rranfcendent, 

*  that  the of  the  Subjedt  may 

*  not  afpire  thereunto.     Far  be  it  therefore  from 

*  ine,  that  the  State  and  Prerogative  Royal  of  the 

*  Prince  fliould  be  tied  by  me  cr  by  the  Adt  of  any 

*  other  S'lbjcdt      Firft,    Let  us    confjdcr  of  the 

*  Word  Al'Jicpolyy  whac  it  if.  Mo;'®-  is  Unus^  and 

*  UuKii  hCivitdi ;  (w)  fo  then  the  Meaning  of  the 

*  Word  is,  a  Reftruini  of  any  Thing  publick  in  a 

'  City 

*  0*")  This  Cenrlemm  freirs  to  have  more  honeft  Zral  tha.i 
learning.  The  proper  Derivation  of  the  Wbrd  being  from 
MwyO*  S»!us  and  TTtthitOt  vend*. 
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City  or  Common- Wealth  to  a  private Ufe,  and  the  Qy««n  Elizabeth. 
Ufer  called  a  Monopoli tan,  quafi  cujus  privatum  ■^' 

Lucrum  ejl  Urbis  et  Orbis  commune  Malum.  And 
we  may  well  term  this  Man  the  Whirlpool  of  the 
Prince's  Profit.  Every  Man  hath  three  fpecial 
Friends,  his  Goods,  Kinsfolks,  and  good  Name  : 
Thefe  Men  may  have  the  two  firft  but  not  the 
laft.  I  fpeak  not,  Mr  Speaker,  neither  repining 
at  her  Majefty's  Prerogative,  or  mifliking  the 
Reafons  of  her  Grants,  but  out  of  Gnef  of  Heart, 
to  fee  the  Town,  wherein  I  ferve,  peftered  and 
continually  vex'd  by  the  Subftitutes  and  Vice- 
gerents of  thefe  Monopolitans,  who  are  ever  ill- 
difpoledand  alTeded  Members.  I  befeech  you, 
.give  me  Leave  to  prove  this  unto  you  by  this  Ar- 
gument. Whofoever  tranfgrefleth  the  Royal 
Commiffion  of  her  Majefty  being  granted  upon 
good  and  warrantable  Suggellions,  and  alfo  abuf- 
eth  the  Authority  and  Warrant  of  her  Majelty's 
Privy- Council,  being  granted  unto  him  for  the 
more  favourable  Execution  of  his  Patent :  This 
Man  is  an  evil-difpofed  and  dangerous  Suhjeft. 
But  that  this  is  true,  and  hath  been  done  by  one 
Perfon,  a  Subftitute  of  a  Patentee,  I  will  prove 
unto  you,  T'he  Subftitutes  for  Aquaviise  and 
Vinegar  came  not  long  fmce  to  the  Town  where 
I  ferve,  and  prefently  Hayed  Sale  of  both  thefe 
Commodities  ;  unlefs  the  Sellers  would  com- 
pound with  them,  they  mud  prefently  to  the 
Council-Table.  Myfelf,  though  ignorant,  yet 
notfo  unskilful,  by  reafon  of  my  Profeflion,  but 
that  I  could  judge  whether  their  Proceedings 
were  according  to  their  Authority,  viewed  their 
Patent,  and  found  they  exceeded  in  three  Points ; 
For  where  the  Patent  gives  four  Monihs  Liber- 
tv  to  the  Subjedl,  that  hath  any  Aquavitse,  to  fell 
the  fame,  this  Perfon  comes  down  within  two^ 
Months  and  takes  Bond  of  them  to  his  own  Ufe, 
where  he  ought  to  bring  them  before  a  Juftire 
of  Peace,  and  they  there  to  be  bound  in  Recog- 
ni-'.ar.ce,  and  after  to  be  returned  into  the  Ex- 
chequer j  and  fo,  by  Uiurpation,retaineih Power 
in  his  own  Hands  to  kill  or  fave.  Thus  Iiej 
F  f  ?  *  M.-i- 
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Queen Eiirabcth. '  Majefty's  Commiffion  being  tranfgrefled,   as  a 

1601.       '  fwom  Servant  to  her  Majefty,  I  hold  myfelf 

*  bound  to  certify  the  Houfe  thereof  ;  and  alfo 
^  that  this  Subftitutc  Hands  indicted  as  an  obftinate 

*  Recufant :  Yea,  when  her  Majefty's  Name  hath 

*  been  fpoken  of  and  herfelf  prayed  for,  he  hath 

*  refufed  to  ftir  Hat  or  Lip.  My  humble  Motion  is, 
'  that  we  might  ufe  Ibme  Caution  or  circumfpec- 

*  tiveCare  to  prevent  thisenfuingMifchief.* 

Mr  Francis  Bacon.     *  I  confefe  the  Bill,  as  it  is,  is 

:■  ♦  in  few  Words,  but  yet  ponderous  and  weighty. 

'  For  the  Prerogative  Royal  of  the  Prince,  for  my 

'  own  Fart  I  6ver  allowed  of  it,  and  it  is  fuch  as  I 

*  hope  {hall  never  be  difcufs'd.     The  Queen,  as 

*  fhe  is  our  Sovereign,  hath  both  an  enlarging  and 

*  reftraining  Power.     For,  by  her  Prerogative,  fhe 

*  may  firftfet  at  Liberty  Things  reftrainedby  Sta- 

*  tute-Law,  or  otherwife  ;  and,  fccondly,  by  her 

*  Prerogative,  {he  may  reftrain  Things  which  be 
^  at  Liberty.     For  the  firft,  {he  may  grant  Ncn  ob- 

*  Jlante  contrary  to  the  Penal  Laws,  which  truly, 

*  accordiog  to  my  own  Confcience,  [and  fo  ftruck 
^  himfelf  on  the  BreaftJ  are  as  hateful  to  the  Suh- 
'  jedas  Monopolies.  For  the  fecond,  if  any  Man, 

*  out  of  his  own  Wit,  Induftry,  or  Endeavour, 

*  finds  out  any  thing  beneficial  for  the  Common- 
'  Wealth,  or  bring  any  new  Invention,  which  evc- 

*  ry  Subjed  of  this   Kingdom   may  ufe  ;  yet  in 

*  regard  of  his  Pains  and  Travel  therein,  her  Maje- 

*  fty,  perhaps,  is  pleafed  to  grant  him  a  Privilege  to 
'  ufe  the  fame  only  by  himfelf  or  his  Deputies  for 

*  a  certain  Time.  Thisis  one  Kind  of  Monopoly. 
'  Sometimes  there  is  a  Glut  of  Things  when  they 

*  be  in  excedive  Q^^antity,  as  perhaps  of  Corn, 

*  and  her  Majefty  gives  Licence  of  Tranfportation 
'  tooneMan;  this  is  another  Kind  of  Monopoly. 
^  Sometimes  there  is  a  Scarcity  or  a  fmall  Quanti- 

*  ty,  and  the  like  is  granted  alfo.  Thefe  and  di- 
'  vers  of  this  Nature  have  been  in  Trial,  both  at  the 

*  Common  -  Pleas,    upon    Adtions  of  Trefpafs, 

*  where,  if  the  Judges  do  find  the  Privilege  good, 

*  ant^  beneficial  to  the  Common- Wealth,  they  then 

*  wiH 
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will  allow  it,  otherwifedifallowit.  And  alfo  I  Queen  Elizabeth, 
know  that  her  Majefty  herfeJf  hath  given  Com-  i^oi. 
mandment  to  her  Attorney-General,  to  bring  di- 
vers of  them,  fince  the  laft  Parliament,  to  Trial 
in  the  Exchequer ;  fince  which  Time  at  leaft 
fifteen  or  fixteen,  to  my  Knowledge,  have  been 
repealed  ;  fome  by  her  Majefty's  own  exprefs 
Commandment,  upon  Complaint  made  unto  her 
by  Petition,  and  fome  by  ^o  Warranto  in  the 
Exchequer.  But  Mr  Speaker,  faid  he,  [pointing 
to  the  Bill]  this  is  no  Stranger  in  this  Place,  but 
a  Stranger  in  this  Veftm.ent :  The  Ufe  hath  been 
ever  to  humble  ourfelves  unto  her  Majefty,  and 
by  Petition  defire  to  have  our  Grievances  reme- 
died, efpecially  when  the  Remedy  toucheth  her 
fo  nigh  in  Point  of  Prerogative.  All  cannot  be 
done  at  once,  neither  was  it  poffible  fince  the  laft 
Parliament  to  repeal  all.  If  her  Mnjtfty  make  a 
Patent  (or,  as  we  term  it,  a  Monopoly;  un-o  any 
of  her  Servants,  that  muft  go,  and  we  cry  out  of 
it  :  But  if  fhe  grant  it  to  a  Number  of  Burgefles, 
or  a  Corporation,  that  muft  ftand,  and  that  for- 
footh  is  no  Monopoly.  I  fay,  and  Ifay  again, 
that  we  ought  not  to  deal,  to  judge,  or  meddle 
with  her  Majefty's  Prerogative,  I  wifh  every 
Man  therefore  to  be  careful  in  this  Bufinefs ;  and 
humbly  pray  this  Houfe  to  teftify  with  me,  that 
I,  the  Qiieen's  Attorney- General,  have  difchar- 
ged  my  Duty,  in  refped^  of  my  Place,  in  fpeaking 
on  her  Majefty's  Behalf;  and  proteft  I  have  de- 
jivered  my  Confcience  in  faying  that  which  I  have 
-  faid.' 

Dr  Bennet.    •  He  that  will  go  about  to  debate 

'  her  Majefty's  Prerogative  Royal,  had  need  walk 

'  warily.     In  refpeft  of  a' Grievance  out  of  the 

*  City,  for  v/hich  I  come,  I  think  myfelf  bound 

*  to  fpeak  that  nov/  which  I  had  not  intended  to 
^  fpcak  before  ;  I  mean  a  Monopoly  of  Salt.     It  is 

•  an  old  Proverb,  Bal  fapit  omnia  ;  Fire  and  Water 

•  £ic   no:   more  nccellary.     But  for   other  Mo- 
■  nci^olie^  of  C;ud3.  fat  which  Word  Sir  TValter 

'  Rakkb 
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fliieen Elizabeth.'  ^<^^''&^  blufli'd)  Dice,  Starch»   and  the  like  ; 
^6oi.     *  *  they  are,  {becaufe  Monopolies)    I  muft  confefs, 

*  very  hurtful,  iho'  not  all  alike  hurtful.     I  know, 
'  there  is  a  great  Difference  in  them;  and  I  think, 

*  if  the  Abufcs  in  this  Monopoly  of  Salt  were  par- 

*  ticularized,  this  would  walk  in  the  Fore-Rank. 

*  Now,  feeing  we  are  come  to  the  Means  of  Re- 

*  drefs,   let   us  fee  that  it  be   fo    mannerly   and 

*  handfomely  handled,  that  after  a  Commitment,  it 

*  may  have  good  Paflage.' 

Mr  Lawrence  Hide.  *  I  confefs,  Mr  Speaker, 
that  I  owe  Duty  to  God,  and  Loyalty  to  my 
Prince.  And  for  the  Bill  itfelf  I  made  it,  and"  I 
think  I  underftand  it :  And  far  be  it  from  this 
Heart  of  mine  to  think,  this  Tongue  to  fpeak,  or 
this  Hand  to  write  any  thing,  either  in  Prejudice 
or  Derogation  of  her  Majefty's  Prerogative  Royal 
and  the  State.  But  becaufe  you  (hall  know  that 
this  Courfe  is  no  new  Invention,  but  long  fince 
digefted  in  the  Age  of  our  Fore-fathers  above 
three  hundred  Years  ago,  I  will  offer  to  your 
Confiderations  one  Precedent  loth  Edward  III. 
At  which  Time,  one  Job  ft  Peach  was  arraigned 
at  this  Bar  in  Parliament,  for  that  he  had  ob- 
tained of  the  King  a  Monopoly  for  Sweet  Wines. 
The  Patent,  after  great  Advice  and  Difpute, 
was  adjudged  void,  and,  before  his  Face,  in  open 
Parliament,  cancelled,  becaufe  he  had  exadted 
Three  Shillings  and  Four-pence  for  every  Tun 
of  Wine;  himfelf  adjudged  to  Prifon  until  he 
had  made  Reftitution  of  all  that  ever  he  had  reco- 
vered, and  not  to  be  delivered  till  after  a  Fine  of 
Five  Hundred  Pounds  paid  to  the  King.  This 
is  a  Precedent  worthy  of  Obfcrvation  ;  but  I  dare 
not  prefume  to  fay,  worthy  the  following.  And, 
Mr  Speaker,  as  I  think  it  is  no  Deroc:ation  to  the 
Omnipotence  of  God,  to  fay,  he  can  do  al!  but 
Evil ;  fo,  I  think,  it  is  no  Derogation  to  the  Ma- 
jefty  or  Perfon  of  the  Qi^icen,  to  ir.y  the  like  in 
feme  f^roportion.  Ycr,  Mr  Speaker,  becaulc 
lAQ  Eyes  may  fee  more  than  one,  I  humbly  pray, 

*  thaf. 
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that  there  might  be  a  Commitment  had  of  thisQuecnEH^ateth; 
Bill,  left  fomething  may  be  therein  which  may       j6oi. 
prove  the  Bane  and  Overthrow  thereof  at  the 
Time  of  the  Pafling.' 

Serjeant  Harris.  *  For  ought  I  fee,  the  Houfe 
moveth  to  have  this  Bill  in  the  Nature  of  a  Peti- 
tion; it  muft  then  begin  with  more  Humiliation; 
And  truly  Sir,  the  Bill  is  good  of  itfelf,  but  the 
Penning  of  it  is  fomewhat  out  of  Courfe.' 

Mr  Montague.  '  The  Matter  is  good  and  ho- 
neft,  and  I  like  this  Manner  of  proceeding  by  Bill 
well  enough  in  this  Matter.  The  Grievances 
are  great,  and  I  would  note  unto  you  only  thus 
much,  that  the  bft  Parliament  we  proceeded 
by  Way  of  Petition,  which  had  no  fuccefsful 
Effed.' 

Mr  Francis  Moore.  *  I  know  the  Queen's  Pre- 
rogative is  a  Thing  curious  to  be  dealt  withal, 
yet  all  Grievances  are  not  comparable.  I  can- 
not utter  with  my  Tongue,  or  conceive  with 
my  Heart,  the  great  Grievances  that  the  Town 
and  Country  for  which  I  ferve,  fuffereth  by 
fome  of  thefe  Monopolies ;  it  bringeth  the  gene- 
ral Profit  into  a  private  Hand,  and  the  End  of 
all  is  Beggary  and  Bondage  to  the  Subjeds.  We 
have  a  Law  for  the  true  and  'aithful  Currying  of 
Leather  ;  there  is  a  Patent  fets  all  at  Liberty, 
notwithftanding  thatStatute.  And  to  what  Pur- 
pofe  is  it  to  do  any  Thing  by  A£i  of  Parliament^  , 
when  the  Queen  will  undo  the  fame  by  her  Pre- 
rogative? Out  of  the  Spirit  of  Humiliation, 
Mr  Speaker,  I  do  fpeak  it,  there  is  no  A61  of 
hers  that  hath  been,  or  is  more  derogatory  to  her 
own  Majefty,  more  odious  to  theSubjedl,  more 
dangerous  to  the  Common  -  Wealth  than  the 
granting  of  thefe  Monopolies.' 

Mr  Martin.     '   I    fpeak    for    a   Town    tha: 

grieves  and  pines,  for  r.  Courtry  that  gro'ncth 

and  Hof.  ;''''\  h  u-^der  the  Burtrcn  of  mr^r-i'troui 

«  and  u;:w^-.iv.iur;ab:£  Subltitutes  to  the  Mojiopoli- 

*  tans 


c 
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tueeaEUztbeth.  *  tans  of  Starch,  Tinn,  Fifh,  Cloth,  Oil,  Vine- 
j6oi,        *  gar,  Salt,  and  I  know  not  what,  nay  whatnot? 
The  principal  Commodities,  both  of  my  Town 
'  and  Country,  are  ingrofled  into  the  Hand  of  thofe 

•  Blood-Suckers  of  the  Common- Wealth.     If  a 

•  Body,  Mr  Speaker,  being  let  Blood,  be  left  ftill 
■  languifliing  without  any  Remedy,  how  can  the 

good  Eftate  of  that  Body  long  remain  ?  Such  is 
the  State  of  my  Town  and  Country  j  the  Traffic 
is  taken  away,  the  inward  and  private  Commo- 
dities are  taken  away,  and  dare  not  be  ufed  with- 
out the  Licence  of  thefe  Monopolitans.  If  ihefe 
Blood-Suckers  be  ftill  let  alone  to  fuck  up  the 
beft  and  principal  Commodities  which  the 
Earth  there  hath  given  us,  what  fhall  become  of 
us,  from  whom  the  Fruits  of  our  own  Soil  and 
the  Commodities  of  our  own  Labour,  which, 
with  the  Sweat  of  our  Brows,  even  up  to  the 
Knees  in  Mire  and  Dirt,  v;e  have  laboured  for, 
{hall  be  taken  by  Warrant  of  fupreme  Autho- 
rity, which  the  poor  Subjefts  dare  not  gainfay  ?' 

Sir  George  Moore.     '  I  make  no  Queftion   but 
that  this  Bill  ofFereth  good  Matter  j   and  I  do 
wifh,  that  the  Matter  may  in  fome  Sort  be  profe- 
cuted,  and  the  Bill  rejedled.     Many  Grievances 
have  been  laid  open  touching  the  Monopolies  of 
Salt  J  but,  if  we  add  thereunto  Petre.,  then  we 
had  hit  the  Grief  aright  j  with  which  my  Coun- 
try is  perplexed.     Inhere  be  three  Perfons,  her 
Majefty,    the  Patentee,  and  the  Subjedl  j    her 
Majefty  the  Head,  the  Patentee  the  Hand,  and 
the  Subjed  the  Foot.     Now   here's  our  Cafe, 
the  Head  gives  Power  to  the  Hands,  the  Hand 
opprefleth  the  Foot,  the  Foot  rifeih  againft  the 
Head.     We  know  the  Power  of   her  Majefty 
cannot  be  reftrained  by  an  Adt,  Why^  therefore, 
fhould  wc  thus  talk  :  Admit  we  (hould  make  this 
Statute  with  a  Won  ohjlante^  yet  the  Qiicen  may 
grant   a   Patent   with   a    Non  ohjlantc^    to  crols 
this  Non  ohjiante.     I  tliink  therefore,  it  agreeth 
more   with  the  Gravity  and  Wifdom  of  thij 

'  HoufG 
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'  Houfe,  to  proceed  with  all  Humblenefs  by  Peu-Qil«enEl«^tl»^ 

*  tion  than  Bill/  ^^°'': 

Mr  JVingfield.     *  I  would  but  put  the  Houfe  in 
'  Mind  of  the  Proceeding  we  had  in  this  Matter 

*  the  laft  Parliament ;  in  the  End  whereof,  our 

*  Speaker  moved  her  Majefty,  by  Way  of  Petition, 

*  that  the  Griefs  touching  thefe  Monopolies  might 
'  be  refpedled,  and  the  Grievances  coming  of  them 

*  might  be  redrefled.     Her  Majefly  anfvvered,  by 

*  the  Lord  Keeper,  **  That  fhe  would  take  Care 
*'  of  thefe  Monopolies,  and  our  Griefs  fhould  be 
"  redrefled;  if  not,  fhe  would  give  us  free  Liberty 
'*  to  proceed  in  making  a  Law  the  next  Parlia- 
"  ment."     The  Grief,  Mr  Speaker,  is  ftill  bleed- 

*  ing,  and  we  green  under  the  Sore,  and  are  ftill 
'   without  Remedy.     It  was  my  Hap  the  laft  Par- 

*  liament  to  encounter  with  the  Word  Prerogative; 
'  but  as  then,  fo  now  I  do  it  with  all  Humility, 

*  and  wifli  all  Happinefs  both  unto  it,   and  to  her 

*  Majefty.  lam  indifferent  touching  our Proceed- 
'  ing  either  by  Bill  or  Petition,  fo  that  therein 
'  our  Grievances  may  follow,  whereby  her  Ma- 

*  jefty  may  fpecially  underftand  them. 

*  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.     *  I  am  urged  to  fpeak  in 

*  two  Refpetis;    the  one  becaufe  I  find  myfelf 

*  touched  in  particular ;    the  other,  in  that  I  take 

*  fome  Imputation  of  Slander  to  be  offered  unto 
'  her  Majefty,  I  mean,  by  the  Gentleman  that  firft 
'  mentioned  Finn  (Mr  Martin)  for  that  being  one 
'  of  the  principal  Conmodities  of  this  Kingdom, 

*  and  being  in  Cornwall,  it  hath  ever,  fo  long  a& 
'  there  were  any,  belonged  to  the  Dukes  of  Corn- 

*  ivalU  and  they  had  Inecial  Patents  of  Piivilege. 

*  It  pleafed  her  Majefty  freely  to  beftow  upon  me 
'  that  Privilege ;  and  x\M  Patent  being,  Word 
'  for  Word,    the  very  lame   the  Duke's    is,  and 

*  becaufe  by  reafon  ot  miae  Office  o(  Lord  War- 
'  den  of  the  StannaV,  1  can  fufficiently  inform 
'  this  Houle  of  the  t  ate  ihereo;  j  I  will    make 

*  bold  lo  vJeiiver  i.  Uiito  )0U.     V/nen  the  Tinn  i:s 

'  taken 
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Que«n Elizabeth.'  taken  out  of  the  Mine,  and  melted  and  refined, 
«6oi.  *  then  is  every  Piece,  containing  one  hundred 
Weight,  feaied  with  the  Duke's  Seal.  Now  I 
will  tell  you,  that  before  the  granting  of  my 
Patent,  whether  Tinn  were  but  of  leventeen 
Shillings,  and  fo  upwards  to  fifty  Shillings  a  hun- 
dred ;  yet  the  poor  Workmen  never  had  above 
two  Shillings  a  Week,  finding  themlelves:  But 
fince  my  Patent,  whofoever  will  work,  may ; 
and  buy  Tinn  at  what  Price  foever,  they  have 
four  Shillings  a  Week  truly  paid.  There  is  no 
Poor  that  will  ^^ oik  there,  but  mav,  and  have 
that  Wages.  Notwifhftanding,  if  all  others  may 
be  repealed,  I  will  give  my  Confent  as  freely 
to  the  Cancelling  of  this,  as  any  Member  of  this 
Houfe.'  !   ' 

*  Mr  Downknd.  *  If  we  proceed  by  Way 
of  Petition,  we  can  have  no  more  gracious  Anf- 
wer  than  we  had  the  lalt  Parliament  10  our  Peti- 
tions. But  fince  that  Parliament,  we  have  no" 
Reformation  ;  and  the  Reafon  why  I  think  no 
Reformation  hath  been  had,  is,  becaufe  I  never 
heard  the  Cry  againft  Monopolies  greacer  and 
more  vehement' 

Mr  Johnfcn.  *  I  woald  wc  were  all  fo  happy,  that 
her  Gracious  Self  had  heard  but  the  fifth  Fart  of 
that,  that  every  one  of  us  hrith  heard  this  Day ;  I 
think  verily,  in  my  Soul  and  Conjcience,  wc 
fhould  not  be  more  dcfirous  in  having  thofe  Mo- 
nopolies called  in,  than  (he  would  be  earncft 
therein  herfelf.' 


After  all  this  Debate,  the  QueJlion  was  put  for 
committing  the  Bill  or  not,  and  it  was  carried  in 
the  Affirmative.  On  which  a  Committee  was  .np- 
pointcd,  confining  of  all  the  Members  of  the 
Privy -Council,  and  the  learned  Counfel  of  that 
Houfe,  Sir  fVr.lt er  Raleigh,  Sir  Frcnfis  Hiyhiig^, 
Sir  Edtuard  Sf<-tfcrd,  Si'  Edward  Hohhy,,  Sir  Geor^g 
Moore^  Sir  Robert  fViotb^  and  divers  o^heis, 
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In  the  Afternoon  of  the  next  Day,  the  Com-  Queen  Elizabeth, 
mittee  met;    and  ouxjoumalijl  hath  given  feme       »6o«' 
Particulars  of  what  happened  at  their  firft  Confe- 
rence. 

*  Sir  Edward  i/o/J^V  informed  the  Houfe  of  the 

*  great  Abufe  of  the  Patentee  for  Salt  in  his  Coun- 

*  try,  That  betwixt  Michaelmas  and  St.  Andrew's 
'  Tide,  where  Salt  fbefore  the  Patent)  was  wont 
'  to  be  fold  for  fixteen  Pence  a  Bufliel,  it  is  now 
'  fold  for  fourteen  or  fifteen  Shillings  aBufliel: 
'  But,  after  the  Lord  Prelident  had  Underftanding 
'  thereof,  he  committed  the  Patentee,  and  caufed 
'  it  to  be  fold  for  fixteen  Pence  as  before.     To 

*  Lyme^  there  is  brought  every  Year  above  three 
'  thoufand  Wey  of  Salt ;  and  every  Wey  of  Salt  is, 

*  lince  the  Patent,  enhanced  to  twenty  Shillings  ; 
'  and  where  the  Bufhel  was  wont   to  be  eight 

*  Pence,  it  is  now  fixteen  Pence.  And  I  dare 
'  boldly  fay  it,  if  this  Patent  were  called  in,  there 

*  might  well  three  thoufand  Pound  a  Year  be  fa- 
'  ved  in  the  Pons  of  Lyme,  Bojion,  and  Hull.  I 
'  fpeak  of  white  Salt.' 

Mr.  Francis  Bacon.     *  The  Bill  is  very  injuri- 

*  ous  and  ridiculous;  injurious,  in  that  it  taketh 
'  or  rather  fweepeth  away  her  Majefty's  Preroga- 
'  tive  ;  and  ridiculous,  in  that  there  is  a  Provifo, 
'  that  this  Statute  fliall  not  extend  to  Grants  made 
'  to  Corporations;  that  is  a  Gull  to  Iweeten  the 
'  Bill  withal,  it  is  only  to  make  Fools  fain.  All 
'  Men  of  the  Law  know,  that  a  Bill  which  is  on- 

*  ly  expofitory,  to  expound  the  common  Law, 
'  doth  ena^t  nothing;    neither  is  any  Promife  of 

*  Good  therein.     And  therefore  the  Provifo  in  the 

*  Statute  of  34th  Henry  VIII.  of  Wills,  (which 

*  is  but  a  Statute  expofitory  of  the  Statute  of  3  2d 
'  Henry  Vlll.  of  Wills)  ioMQ\\mg?>\x  JohuGainf- 

*  ford's  Will,  was  adjudged  void.  Therefore  I 
'  think  the  Bill  very  unfit,  and  our  Proceedings  to 

*  be  by  Petition.' 

Mr. 


Queen  Elizabeth. 
1601.  I 
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Mr.  FUmming  faid  ('«),  *  I  will  briefly  give  Ac- 
count of  all  Things  touching  thefe  Monopolies. 
Her  Majefty  in  her  provident  Care,  gave  Charge 
unto  Mr.  Attorney  and  myfelf,  That  fpeedy 
and  fpecial  Order  may  be  taken  for  thefe  Patents ; 
this  was  in  the  Beginning  of  Hillary  Term  laft: 
But  you  all  know  the  Danger  of  that  Time,  and 
what  great  Affairs  of  Importance  happened  to 
prevent  thefe  Bufinefles ;  and  fince  that  Time, 
nothing  could  be  done  for  Want  of  Leifure.' 

Sir  Robert  Wroth.  *  I  would  but  note,  Mr. 
Sollicitor,  That  you  were  charged  to  take  Order 
in  Hillary  Term  laft;  Why  not  before?  There 
was  Time  enough  ever  fince  the  laft  Parliament. 
I  fpeak  it,  and  I  fpeak  it  boldly,  thefe  Patentees 
are  worfe  than  ever  they  were  :  And  I  have  heard 
a  Gentleman  affirm  in  this  Houfe,  That  there  is 
a  Claufe  of  Revocation  in  thefe  Patents;  if  fo, 
what  needed  this  Stir  of  ^cire  facias^  ^0  War- 
ranto^ and  I  know  not  what,  when  it  is  but  on- 
ly, to  fend  for  the  Patentees,  and  caufe  a  Re-de- 
livery? There  have  been  divers  Patents  granted 
fince  the  laft  P.uliament ;  thefe  are  now  in  Be- 
ing, vz.  The  Patents  tor  Currants,  Iron,  Pow-* 
der.  Cards,  Ox-{hin  Bones,  Train-Oyl,  Tranf- 
portation  of  Leather,  Lifts  of  Cloth,  Afhes,  An- 
nifeeds,  Vinegar,  Sca-Coals,  Steel,  Aquavitse, 
Brufhcs,  Pots,  Salt-Petre,  Lead,  Accidences, 
Oyl,  Calamin- Stone,  Oyl  of  Blubber,  Fuma- 
choes  or  drycd  Pikchers  in  the  Smoak,  and  divers 
others.' 

Upon  Reciting  of  the  Parents  aforefaid,    Mr. 
Hackwell  ftood   up  and  ?(ki.d  iliu-s  '  Is  not  Bread 

*  there  ?     Bread  quoth  oncy  Bread  giicth  arather  ; 

*  this  Voice  Jeems  Jlrange  quoth  another ;    thii  Vcxcc 
'  jee'r.s  Jlrange  quoth  a  third:    No,  quoth    Mr. 

*  Hackwell,   But  if  Order  be  iK)t  taken  for  thefe, 
'  Bread  will  be  there  before  the  next  Parliament.* 


Mr; 


{r.^  Sollicitor-Gencr»J. 
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Mr.  Heywood  Townjhend^  feeing  a  Difagree- QuecnElizabtth, 
ment  of  the  Committee,  made  a  Motion  to  this  J^o'* 
Effedl:  *  Fiift,  To  put  them  in  Mind  of  a  Petiti- 
on made  the  laft  Parliament,  which,  though  it 
took  no  EfFeft,  yet  we  fhould  much  wrong  her 
Majefty  and  forget  ourfclves,  if  we  fhould  think 
to  Ipeed  no  better  now  in  the  like  Cafe ;  becaufe 
then  there  was  a  Commitment  for  this  Purpofe, 
and  the  Committees  drew  a  Speech,  which  was 
delivered  by  the  Speaker,  Word  for  Word,  at 
the  End  of  this  Parliament ;  but  now  we  might 
help  that,  by  fending  our  Speaker  prefently,  after 
fuch  a  Committee  and  Speech  made,  with  hum- 
ble Suit,  not  only,  to  repeal  all  Monopolies  grie- 
vous to  the  Subjecl ;  but  alfo,  that  it  would  plcafe 
her  Majefty,  to  give  us  Leave  to  make  an  Ad:, 
that  they  might  be  of  no  more  Force,  Validity, 
or  Effe6t,  than  they  are  at  the  common  Law, 
without  the  Strength  of  her  Prerogative.  Which 
though  we  might  now  do,  and  the  Adt  being  fo 
reafonable,  we  might  aflure  ourfelves,  her  Ma- 
jefty would  not  delay  the  paiTing  thereof,  yet  we 
her  loving  Subjeds,  would  not  offer,  without 
her  Privity  or  Confent,  fthe  Caufe  fo  nearlv 
touching  her  Prerogative,)  or  go  about  to  do  any 
fuch  A6t.  And  alfo,  that  at  the  Committee 
which  fhould  make  this  Speech,  every  Member 
of  this  Houfe,  which  either  found  himfelf,  his 
Town,  or  Country  grieved,  might  put  in  fin 
fair  Writing)  fuch  Exceptions  againft  Monopo- 
lies, as  he  would  juftify  to  be  true:  And  that 
the  Speaker  might  deliver  them  with  his  own 
Hands,  becaufe  many  Obftacles  and  Hindrances 
might  happen.* 

Mr.  Francis  Bacon.  *  Why,  you  have  the  rea- 
dieft  Courfe  that  pofTibly  can  be  devifed.  I  would 
wifh  no  further  Order  be  taken,  but  to  prefer  the 
wife  and  difcreet  Speech  made  by  theyouog  Gen- 
tleman (even  the  youngeft  in  this  Aflembly.) 
that  fpake  laft.     I  will  tell  you,  that  even,  ex 

*  Ore 
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Queen  Eiiaaixth.  *  ^^^  Infantium  W  LaaantiuTTty  the  true  and  moft 
1601.         '  certain  Courl'e  is  propounded  unio  us.* 

The  Committee  agreed  to  this  Motion,  and  ap- 
pointed to  meet  again  on  the'  23d  Inftant. 

On  which  Day  the  Subject  of  Monopolies  was 
again  reafl'umed  in  the  Houfe,  and  Mr.  Spicer  faid, 
Mr,  Speaker,  '  I  think  it  were  good  this  Bill  were 

*  recommitted ;  I  am  no  Apoftate,  but  I  ilick  to  the 

*  former  Faith  and  Opinion  that  I  was  of,  that,  by 
'  Way  of  Petition,  will  be  our  lafeft  Courle  ;  for, 

*  it  is  to  no  Purpole  to  offer  to  tie  her  Hands  by 

*  A61  of  Parliament,  when  fhe  may  loofen  herfelf 

*  at  her  Pleafure.     I  think,  it  were  a  Courfe,  fiec 
'  gratum,    nee  tututn.     And   therefore,    the   beft 

*  Way  is  to  have  a  Committee  to  confider  what 
'  Courfe  (hall  be  proceeded  in  ;    for,   I  doubt  nor, 

*  but  we  be  all  agreed  of  the  Reformation,  though 
'  not  of  the  Manner.' 

Mr.  Dazies  faid,  *  God  hath  given  that  Power 

*  to  abfolute  Princes  which  he  atiributeth  to  him- 
'  felf,  Dixi  quod  Dii  ejlis.     And  as  Attributes  un- 

'  to  them,    he  hath  given  Majefty,  Juftice  and  ' 
«  Mercy  ;  Majefty,  in  refped  of  the  Honour  that 
'  theSubjedl  (hewelh  to  his  Prince  ;  Juftice,  in  re- 
'  lpe(^  he  can  do  no  Wrong,  theiefore  the  Law  is 
'   I  Henry  VII.  T}?at  the  King  cannot  commit  a 

*  Dijjeizn'i  Merry,  in  refpe(5t  he  giveth  Leave  to 

*  Subjects,  to  right  them ielves  by  Law  :  And  thcrc- 

*  fore  in  43  y(lfif.  an  Indidment  was  brought  a- 
'  gainft  Bakers  and  Brewers,  for  that,  by  Colour  of 

*  Licence,  they  had  broken  the  AlTze  ;  wherefore 

*  according  to  that  Prece.ient,  I  tliink  it  moft  lit  to 
'  proceed  by  Bill,  not  by  Peiition.' 

'Mr.  Secretary  Cecil     *  If  there  had  not  been 

*  fume  Miftakiiig  or  rome  Coniufion  in  the  Com- 
'  mittee,  1  would  not  now  have  -fpoken.     The 

*  Qucftion  was,    of  the  moft  convenient  Way  to 

*  reform  rhefe  Grievances  of  Monopoly  :  But  af- 

*  ler  Difputalion,    of  the  Labour  we  have  not  rc- 

!  ceivcd 
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ceived  the  expeded  Fruit.  If  every  Man  fhall  Q^gj,,  Elizabeth, 
take  Leave  to  fpeak  for  the  common  Subjedl,  I  i6oi. 
am  afraid  in  thefe  vaft  Powers  of  our  Mind,  we 
fhall  difpute  the  Projed  of  Reformation  quite 
out  of  Doors.  This  Difpute  draws  two  great 
Things  in  Queftion ;  firf^,  The  Prince's  Power  j 
fecondly,  The  Freedom  of  EngliJ})mefi.  1  am 
born  an  Englljlmian^  and  am  a  Fellov/-  Member 
of  this  Houfe;  I  would  delire  to  live  no  Day,  in 
which  I  ftiould  detradl  from  either.  I  am  Ser- 
vant unto  the  Queen ;  and  before  I  would  fpeak 
or  give  Confent  to  a  Cafe,  that  fhould  debafe  her 
Prerogative  or  abridge  it,  T  would  wi(h  my  Tongue 
cut  out  of  my  Head.  I  am  fare,  there  were  Law- 
makers before  there  were  Laws.  One  Gentle- 
man went  about  to  pofl'efs  us,  with  the  Executi- 
on of  the  Law  in  an  antient  Record  of  loth  King 
Edward  IIL  likely  enough  to  be  true  in  that 
Time,  when  the  King  was  afraid  of  the  Subjeft. 
Though  this  Precedent  be  a  Subftance,  yet  it  is 
not  the  Whole  of  the  Parliament.  For  in  for- 
mer Times,  all  fate  together  as  well  King  a» 
Subjedt ;  and  then,  it  was  no  Prejudice  to  hi?  . 
Prerogative  to  have  fuch  a  Monopoly  examined. 
If  you  ftand  upon  Law,  and  difpute  of  the  Pre- 
rogative, heark  yc  what  Braulon  faith,  Praroga^ 
tivam  Nojlram  Nemo  andeat  difputare.  And  for 
my  own  Part,  I  like  notxhefe  Courfes  fhould  be 
taken.  And  you  Mr.  Speaker,  fhould  perform 
the  Charge  her  Majeftv  gave  unto  you  in  the  Be- 
ginning of  this  Parliament,  not  to  receive  Bills 
of  this  Nature  ;  for  her  Majefty's  Ears  be  open 
to  all  Grievances ;  and  her  Hand  ftretch'd  out 
to  every  Man's  Petitions.  For  the  Matter  of 
Accefs  I  like  it  we!l,  lo  ir  be  firft  moved  and 
the  Way  prepared.  I  had  rather  all  the  Patents 
were  deftroyed,  than  he,  Majefty  fhould  lofc  the 
Hearts  of  fo  many  Subjects  as  is  pretended.     I  ^ 

will  tell  you  what  1  think  of  thefe  Monopolies : 
I  take  them  to  be  of  three  Natures,  fome  of  a 
free  Nature  and  good,  fome  void  of  ihemfelves* 
fome  both  good  and  void.  For  the  iirft,  when 
Vol.  IV.  G  g  '  ih« 


4^6     The  Tarliamentary  History 

Queen  Eiiaabeth '  the  Prince  difpenfes  with  a  penal  Law  that  is 
*.^®V.       *  left  to  the  Alteration  of  Sovereignty,    I  think  it 

*  powerful  and  irrevocable.     For  the  fecond,  as  to 

*  grant  that  which  taketh  from  the  Subjed  his 
'  Birthright,  fuch  Men  as  defire  thefe  kind  of  Pa- 

*  tents,  I  account  them  Mifdoers  and  wilful  and 

*  wicked  Offenders.  Of  the  third  fort  is,  the  Li- 
'  cence  for  the  Matter  of  Cards,  i^c.  And  there- 
'  fore  I  think,  it  were  fit  to  have  a  new  Commit- 
'  mcnt,  to  confider  what  her  Majefty  may  grant, 

*  what  not;  what  Courfe  we  ftiall  take,  and  upon 
'  what  Points.' 

Mx,\  Montague.     'I  am  loth  to  fpeak  what  I 

*  know,    left  perhaps  I    fliould   difpleafe.     The 

*  Prerogative  Royal  is  that  which  is  now  in  Que- 

*  ft  ion,  and  which  the  Laws  of  the  Land  have 
'  ever  allowed  and  maintained.  Then  my  Mo- 
'  tion  (hall  be  but  this.  That  we  may  be  Suitors 

*  unto  her  Majefty,  that  the  Patentees  fliall  have 
'  no  other  Remedies  than  by  the  Laws  of  the 
'  Realm  they  may  have,  and  that  our  Adt  may  be 
'  accordingly.* 

Mr.  Martin.   *  I  think  the  common  Grievance 

*  and   the  Queen's  Prerogative  have  infpired   this 

*  Gentleman  that  fpake  laft  (whom  for  Reverence 
'  fake,   I  mtift  needs  name,    Mr.  Montague,)  to 

*  rnake  that  Motion  which  he  hath  done.' 

Then  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  meet  the 
fanie  Day  in  the  Afternoon,  when  Mr.  Secretary 
Cecil  ihew'u  the  Committee  a  iarge  Catalogue  con- 
filting  of  near  forty  different  Patents,  (o)  moftly 
i'.rjnted  fince  the  fixteenth  Year  of  the  Queen's 
Reign. 

Whereupon    after  Mr.  Davis    had    moved    to 

have  thele  Monopoliei  proceeded  againft   by  Bill, 

and  Mr.  Ma.'tm  had  moved  to  have  them  dealt 

in  by  Petition  to  her  Majefty,    and  that  the  Houfe 

_  ;      L.  had 

(■•Jl  AUthc  particular  Patents  arc  tpcatJon' J  inDewn'tJournalt, 
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had    heard  the   particular  Relation    of    the    faid  Queen  Elizabeth. 
Monopolies,    there  was  nothing  concluded  upon.' .       ^^oi. 

But  in  the  Morning  of  next  Day,  November  24, 
upon  loud  Ccnfufion  in  the  Houfe  about  thefe  Mo- 
nopolies, Mr  Secretary  Cecil  flood  up,  and  fiiid,  ' 
The  Duty  I  owe,  and  my  Zeal  to  extinguifh 
Monopolies,  makes  me  to  fpeak  now,  and  to 
(iuisfy  their  Opinions  that  think  there  fhall  be  no 
Redrefs  of  thefe  Monopolies.  Order  is  attended 
with  thefe  two  Handmaids,  Gravity  and  Zeal; 
but  Zeal  with  Difcretion.  I  have  been  (though 
unworthy)  a  Member  of  this  Houfe  in  fix  or 
feven  Parliaments,  yet  never  did  I  fee  the  Houfe 
in  fo  great  Confufion.  T  believe  there  never  was 
in  any  Parliament  a  more  tender  Point  handled 
than  the  Liberty  of  the  Subjedt.  But  that  when 
any  is  difcufiing  this,  Point,  he  fhould  be  cried 
and  cought  down  3  this  is  more  fit  for  a  Gram- 
mar-School  than  a  Court  of  Parliament.  I  have 
been  a  Counfellor  of  State  thefe  twelve  Years, 
yet  did  1  never  know  ii:  fubjeft  to  Conftrudtion 
of  Levity  and  Diforder.  Much  more  ought  we 
to  bs  regardful  in  fo  great  and  grave  an  Aflembly. 
Why,  we  have  had  Speeches  upon  Speeches^ 
without  either  Order  or  Difcretion.  One  would 
have  had  us  proceed  by  Bill,  and  fee  if  the  Queen 
would  have  denied  it :  Another,  that  the  Patents 
{hould  be  brought  here  before  us  and  cancelled  ; 
and  this  whs  bravely  done.  Others  would  have 
us  to  proceed  by  way  of  Petition,  which  Courfe, 
doubrlefs,  isbeft  ;  but  for  the  firft,  andefpecially 
for  the  fecond,  it  is  fo  ridiculous,  that  I  think 
we  fhould  have  as  bad  Succefs  as  the  Devil  him- 
felf  would  have  wifhed  in  fo  good  a  Caufe. 
Why,  if  idle  Courfes  had  beei^  followed,  wc 
fhould  have  gone,  forfooth,  to  the  Qi,ieen  with 
a  Petition  to  have  repealed  a  Patent  of  Mono- 
poly of  Tobacco- Pipes,  and  1  know  not  how 
many  Conceits ;  but  I  wifh  every  Man  to  refl 
fatisfied  'till  the  Committees  have  brought  in 
G  S  2  *  their 


Queen  El'uabetB. 
1601.  * 
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iheir  Rfefoluiions  according  to  your  Command- 
menis.* 


The  Speaker 
acquaints  the 
Houfe,  by  the 
Queen's  OrJer, 
that  the  Mono- 
poUes  /hall  be 
revoked. 


The  next  Day,  after  fome  Bills  had  been  read 
in  the  Houfe,  and  Silence  commanded,  the  Speaker 
arofe  out  of  his  Chair,  and  every  Man  wondering 
why  he  ftood  up,  he  faid, 

*  It  plea  led  her  Majefty  to  command  me  to  at- 

*  tend  upon  her  Yefterday  in  the  Afternoon,  from 
'  whom  I  am  to  deliver  unto  you  all,  her  Maje- 
'  fty's  moft  gracious  Meflage  fent  by  my  unworthy 
'  Self,     She  yields  you  all  hearty  Thanks  for  your 

*  Care  and  fpecial  Regard  of  thofe  Things  that 

*  concern  her  Stale,  Kingdom,  and  confequently 

*  ourfelves,  whofe  Good  (he  had  always  tendered 
'  as  her  own ;  for  our  fpeedy  Refolution  in  making 

*  of  fo  hafty  and  free  a  Subfidy  j  which  commonly 

*  fucceeded  but  never  went  before  our  Councils} 
'  and  for  our  Loyalty  :  I  do  aflure  you  with  fuch 

*  and  fo  great  Zeal  and  Affedion  (he  uttered  and 

*  {hewed  the  fame,  that  to  exprels  it,  our  Tongues 

*  are  not  able,  neither  our  Hearts  10  conceive  it. 

*  It  pleafed  htr  Majefty  to  fay  unto  me,  That 

*  if  (lie  had  an  hundred  Tongues  fhe  could  not 

*  exprefs  our  hearty  Good- Wilis.     And  further 

*  fhe  faid.  That  as  (he  had  ever  held  our  Good 

*  moft  dear,  fo  the  laft  Day  of  our  (or  her)  Life 
'  ihould  witnefs  it ;  and  that  the  leaft  of  her  Sub- 

*  jefts  was  not  grieved,  and  (he  not  touched.     She 

*  appealed  to  the  Throne  of  Almighty  God,  how 

*  carelul  (he  hath  been,  and  will  be,  to  defend  her. 
'  People  from  all  Oppreflions.  She  faid.  That 
'  partly  by  Inumation  oJ'  her  Council,  and  p.irrly 
'  by  divers  P  liiioiw  that  have  been  delivered  unto 
'  her  both  going  to  the  Chapel  and  alfo  to  walk 
'  Abroad,  fhe  undeVftood  that  divers  Patents, 
'  w'-ich  fhe  hp.d  granted,  were  grievous  to  her 
'  Subjedb;  and  th;it  the  Subftitutcs  of  the  Paten- 
'  tce.s  had  ufed  great  Oppreflions.     But  flie  /aid, 

*  She  never  aflenied  to  grant  any  Thing  which 

*  was  Mahm  n  fe.     And  if  in"  the  Abufc  of  her 

*  Grant  there  be  any  Thing  evil  (which  fhe  took 

*  Know- 
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Knowledge  there  was)  fhe  herfelf  would  take  Q^ee" Elizabeth, 
prefent  Order  of  Reformation.  I  cannot  exprefs  '^°'' 
unto  you  the  apparent  Indignation  of  her  Majefty 
towards  thefe  Abufes.  She  faid  that  her  Kingly 
Prerogative  (for  fo  (he  termed  it)  was  tender ; 
and  therefore  defirelh  us  not  to  fear  or  doubt  of 
her  careful  Reformation  j  for  fhe  iaid,  that  her 
Commandment  was  given  a  little  before  the  late 
Troubles,  (meaning  the  Earl  of  EJ/ex's  Matters,) 
but  had  an  unfortunate  Event:  But  that  in  the 
midft  of  her  molt  great  and  weighty  Occafions, 
fhe  thought  upon  them.  And  that  this  fhould 
not  Ajffice,  but  that  further  Order  fhould  be  taken 
prefently,  and  not  in  futuro^  (for  that  alfo  was 
another  Word,  which  I  take  it,  her  Majefty  ufed ;) 
and  that  fome  fhould  be  prefently  repealed,  feme 
fufpended,  and  none  put  in  Execution,  but  fuch 
as  (hould  firft  have  a  Tryal  according  to  the  Law 
for  the  Good  of  the  People.  Againft  the  Abufes 
her  Wrath  was  fo  incenfed,  that  fhe  faid,  that 
fhe  neither  could  nor  would  fuffer  fuch  to  efcape 
with  Impunity.  So  to  my  unfpeakable  Com- 
fort, fhe  haih  made  me  the  Meflenger  of  this 
her  gracious  Thankfulnefs  and  Care.  Now  we 
fee  that  the  Ax  of  her  Princely  Juftice  is  laid  to 
the  Root  of  the  Tree ;  and  fo  we  lee  her  Good- 
nefs  hath  prevented  our  Counfels  and  Confulta- 
tions.  God  make  us  thankful,  and  fend  her 
long  to  reign  amongft  us.  If  through  Weaknefs 
of  Memory,  Want  of  Utterance,  or  Frailty  of 
myfelf,  I  have  omitted  any  Th  ng  of  her  Ma- 
jefty's  Commands,  I  do  moft  humbly  crave  Par- 
don for  the  fame;  and  do  befeech  the  honourable 
Perfons  which  aflift  this  Chair,  and  were  prefent 
before  her  Majefty  at  the  Delivery  hereo^,  to 
fapply  and  help  my  Imperfedions ;  which  joined 
with  my  Fenr,  have  caufed  me  (no  doubt)  to 
forget  fomething  which  1  fliould  have  delivered 
unto  you.' 

*  After  a  little  Paufe  and  low  Talking  one  with 

■•-iuother,  Mr,  Secretary  CrM  ftood  up  and  faid, 

G  ?^    s  *  There 


Queen  Elizabeth. 
1601. 
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*  There  needs  no  Supply  of  the  Memory 
of  the  Speaker:  But,  becaufe  it  pleafed  him 
to  delire  forae  that  be  about  him  to  aid  his 
Delivery,  and  becaufe  the  reft  of  my  Fellows  be 
filent,  1  will  take  upon  me  to  deliver  fomething 
which  I  both  then  heard,  and  fince  know.  I 
was  preTcnt  witli  the  reft  of  my  Fellow-Coufn- 
fellors,  and  the  Meflage  was  the  fame  that  hath 
been  told  you  ;  and  the  Caufe  hath  not  fucceeded 
from  any  particular  CourVe  thought  upon,  but 
from  private  Informations  6F  fome  particular 
Perfons. .  I  have  been  very  mquifitive  of  them, 
and  of  the  Caufe  why  more  Importunity  was 
now  ufed  than  afore  ;  vyhich  I  am  afraid,  comes 
by  being  acquainted  with  fome  Courfe  of  Pro- 
ceeding in  this  Houfe.  There  are  no  Patents 
now  of  Force,  which  fhall  riot  prefently  be  re- 
voked }  for  what  Patent  foever  is  granted,  there 
fhall  be  left  to  the  Overthrow  of  that  Patent, 
a  Liberty  agreeable  to  the  Law.  There  is  no 
Patent  if  it  be  Malum  in  fe,  but  the  Queen  was 
ill  apprized  in  her  Grant.  But  all  to  the  Gene- 
rality be  unacceptable.  I  take  it,  there  is  no  Pa- 
tent whereof  the  Excctitipn  hath  not  been  inju- 
rious. Would  that  they  had  never  been  granted. 
I  hope  there  (hal)  never  be  rnore.  [All  the  Houfe 
faid  4men.']  In  particular,  nioft  of  thefe  Patents 
have  been  fupported  by  Letters  of  Afiiilance  frpni 
her- Majefty's  Privy- Ccundl ;  but  whofoevcr 
looks  upon  them  fhall  fifid,  that  they  carry  no 
other  Stile,  than  with  relation  to  the  Patent.  I 
darealllirc  you  from  hencelorih  there  fhall  be  no 
more  granted."  They  fha'.I  all  be  revoked.  But 
to  whom  do  they  rcpnr  with  ^hefe  Letters?  to 
fome  Out-houfe,  to  feme  dcfojate  Widow,  to 
fome  fimple  Cottage,  or  poor  ignorant  People, 
who  rather  ihah  they  wouM  be- troubled  and  un- 
do themfclves  by  comir^g  up  hither,  will  give 
any  thin:;  in  rcilon  for  iht  lb  Caterpillar'?  Suisfac- 
lion  The  Notice  of  this  ii  now  jxiSlic,  anj 
you  will  perhaps  ;uJ;;e  this  to  be  a  "I'ale  to  feivc 
the  Tnue.     But  I  would  liave  all  Men  to  know 

*    lliUi 
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thus  much,  that  it  is  no  Jefting  with  a  Court  of  Queen  Elizabethi^ 
Parliamentj  neither  dares  any  Man  (for  my  own  '^°'' 
Part,  I  dare  not)  fo  mock  and  abufe  all  the  '^tates 
of  this  Kingdom,  in  a  Matter  of  this  Confe- 
quence  and  Importance.  I  fay  therefore,  there 
fliall  be  a  Proclamation  general  throughout  the 
Realm,  to  notify  her  Majefly's  Refolution  in 
this  Behalf.  And  becaufe  you  may  eat  your 
Meat  more  favoury  than  you  have  done,  every 
Man  ihall  have  Salt  as  good  and  cheap  as  he  can 
buy  it  or  make  ir,  freely  without  Danger  of  that 
Patent,  which  (hall  be  prelenily  revoked.  The 
fame  Benefit  fhall  they  have  which  have  cold 
Stomachs,  both  for  Aquavitee  and  Aqua  compofita 
and  the  like.  And  they  that  have  weak  Sto- 
machs, for  their  Satisfaftion,  iliall  have  Vinegar 
and  Alegar,  and  the  like,  fet  at  Libet  ty  Train- 
Oyl  fhall  go  the  fame  Way;  Oyl  of  Blubber 
fhall  march  in  equal  Rank;  Brufhes  and. Bottles 
endure  the  like  Judgment.  The  Patent  for  Poul- 
davy,  if  it  be  not  called  in,  it  fliall  be.  Oade, 
which,  as  I  take  it,  is  not  reftrained  either  by 
Law  or  Statute,  bur  only  by  Pi  oclamationCi  mean 
from  the  former  Sowing)  though  for  the  faving 
thereof  it  might  receive  good  Difputation  ;  yet 
for  your  Satisfaction,  the  Queen's  Pleafure  is  to 
revoke  that  Proclamation  ;  only  fhe  prayeih  thus 
much,  that  when  fhe  cometh  on  Progrefs  to  fee 
you  in  your  Countries,  fhe  be  not  driven  out  of 
your  Towns  by  fuffering  it  to  infedt  the  Air 
too  near  them.  Thofe  that  defire  to  go  fprucely 
in  their  Ruffs,  may  at  lefs  Charge  than  accuflom- 
ed,  obtain  their  Wifh;  for  the  i^atent  for  Starch, 
which  hath  fo  much  been  profecuted,  fhall  nov/ 
be  repealed.  There  are  other  Patents  which  be 
confiderable,  as  the  Patent  of  New- Drapery, 
which  fhall  be  fufpended  and  left  to  the  Law : 
Irifli  Yarn,  a  Alatter  that  I  am  fony  there  is 
Caufe  of  Complaint;  for  the  Salvagenefs  of  the  ' 

People  and  the  War  have  frullrated  the  Hope  of 
the  Patentee;  a  Gentleman  of  good  Service  and 
Defer;,  a  good  Subjed  lo  her  Majefty,  and  a 

'  good 


Qoecn'EIizabrth. 
|6o». 
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good  Member  of  the  Common- Wealth,  Mr. 
Carmarthen:  Notwjthftanding,  it  fhall  be  fuf- 
pended  and  left  to  the  Law.  The  Patent  for 
Calf-Skins  and  Fells,  v/hich  was  made  with  a 
Relation,  ihall  endure  the  Cenfure  of  the  Law. 
But  I  muft  tell  you,  there  is  no  Reafon  that  all 
fhould  be  revoked,  for  the  Queen  means  not  to 
be  fwept  out  of  her  Prerogative.  I  fay,  it  (hall 
be  fulpended,  if  the  Law  do  not  warrant  it. 
There  is  another  Servant  of  her  Majefty's,  Mr. 
Onjlow^  one  of  her  Penfioners,  an  honeft  Gen- 
tleman and  a  faithful  Servant,  he  hath  the  Patent 
for  Steel,  which  one  Mr.  Beale  once  had  ;  this 
too  becaufe  of  Complaints  fhall  be  fufpended. 
There  is  another  that  hath  the  Patent  for  Leather, 
Sir  Edward  Dyer^  a  Gentleman  of  good  Defa-t> 
honeft,  religious,  and  wife;  this  was  granted  un- 
to him  thirty  Years  ago.  It  crept  not  in  by  the 
new  Mifgovernment  of  the  Time  i  yet  this  (hall 
alfo  be  fufpended.  The  Patent  for  Cards  {hall 
be  fufpended  and  iryable  by  the  common  Law. 
The  Patent  for  Glaffes,  which  though  I  do  leaft 
apprehend  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  public  Good, 
yet  it  is  left  to  the  Law.  There  is  another  Pa- 
tent for  Saltpetre,  that  hath  been  both  accufed 
and  ilandered ;  it  digs  into  every  Man's  Houfe,  it 
annoys  the  Inhabitant,  and  generally  troubleth 
the  Subjedl ;  for  thisi  befeech  you  be  contented. 
Yet  I  know,  I  am  to  blame  to  defire  it,  it  being 
condemned  by  you  in  Foro  Cofijcientia ;  but  I 
alfure  you  it  (hall  be  fully  fifted  and  tryed  \x\Foro 
Judicii.  Her  Majefty  means  to  take  this  Patent 
unto  herfelf,  and  advife  with  her  Counfel  touch- 
ing the  fame.  Fv,r  I  muft  tell  you  the  Kingdom 
is  not  fo  well  furnifhed  with  Powder  as  now  it 
fhould  be.  But  if  it  be  thought  fit  upon  Advice 
to  be  cancelled,  her  Majefty  commanded  me  to 
tell  you,  thai  tl.ough  fiie  be  Wili;i!g  to  help  the 
grave  Gentleman  ilial  hath  that  Patent,  yet  out 
of  that  gbundani  Dtfire  that  fl.c  haih  to  give  you 
tcmplff^t  baiis'acicn,  it  fhaii  beieptaltd.  'I'his 
hath    come   10  the  Kar  of  the  Queen,  and  I 

'  have 
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have  been  moft  earneft  to  fearch  for  the  Inftru-  Qaecn  Elizabeth, 
ment,  and  as  a  Counfellor  of  State,  have  done  »€oi,  .^ 
my  beft  Endeavour  to  falve  the  Sore  ;  but  I  fear 
we  are  not  fecret  within  ourfelves.  Then  I  mull 
needs  give  you  this  for  a  future  Caution,  That 
whatfoever  is  fubjed  to  public  Expectation  can- 
not be  good,  while  the  Parliament-Matters  are 
ordinary  Talk  in  the  Street.  I  have  heard  my- 
fel,  being  in  my  Coach,  thefe  Words  fpoken 
aloud,  God  profper  thofe  that  further  the  Over- 
throiu  of  thefe  Monopolies^  God  fend  the  Preroga- 
tive touch  not  our  Liberty  !  I  will  not  wrong  any 
fo  much  as  to  imagine  he  was  of  this  Aflembly  ; 
yet  let  me  give  you  this  Note,  That  the  Time 
was  never  more  apt  to  diforder  and  make  ill  In- 
terpretation of  good  Meaning ;  1  think,  thofe 
Perfons  would  be  glad  that  all  Sovereignty  were 
converted  into  Popularity  j  we  being  here,  are 
but  the  popular  Mouth,  and  our  Liberty,  the 
Liberty  of  the  Subjeft :  And  the  World  is  apt 
to  flander,  moft  efpecially,  the  Minifters  of  Go- 
vernment. 

'  Thus  much  have  I  fpoken  to  accomplifh  my 
Duty  unto  her  Majefty,  but  not  to  make  any 
further  Performance  of  the  well  uttered  and  gravely 
and  truly  delivered  Speech  of  the  Speaker.  But 
I  muft  crave  your  Favours  a  little  longer  to  make 
an  Apology  for  my  felf.  I  have  held  the  Favour 
of  this  Houfeas  dear  as  my  Life,  and  I  have  been 
told  that  I  deferved  to  be  taxed  Yefterday  of  the 
Houfe.  1  proteft  my  Zeal  to  have  the  Bufinefs 
go  forward  in  a  right  and  hopeful  Courfe ;  and 
my  Fear  to  difpleafe  her  Majefty,  by  a  harfh  and 
rafb  Proceeding,  niade  me  lb  much  to  lay  alide 
my  Difcretion,  thati  faid  it  might  rather  be  termed 
a  School  than  a  Counc.l,  or  to  that  EfFedl.  But 
by  this  Speech  if  raiy  think  I  called  him  Schod- 
Boy,  he  both  wrongs  me  an!  miftakes  me.  Shall 
I  tell  you  what  De'ri-jflhenes  faid  to  the  CUmours 
which  the  At> enuin^  m^de,  that  they  were  Pue- 
riles  tff  dignos  Puerls.  And  yet  that  was  to  a  po- 
pular State.     And  I  wifli  that  wnatfoever  is  here 

'  fpo- 
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%ueen  Elizabeth. '  ^poWn  may  be  buricd  within  thefe  Walls.    Let 
1601.        '  us  t?ke  Example  of  the  Jewifli  Synagogue,  who 

*  would -always  Sepelire  Senatum  cum  Honor  e^  and 
'  not  blaft  their  own  Follies  and  Imperfeftions.    If 

*  any  Man  in  this  Houfe  fpeak  wifely,  we  do  him 
'                 *  great  Wrong  to  interrupt  him  ;   if  fooliflily,  let 

'  us  hear  him  out,  we  fhall  have  the  more  Caufe 

*  to  tax  him.  And  I  do  heartily  pray,  that  no 
'  Member  of  this  Houfe  may  plus  Verbis  tffenderc 
*■  quam  Coitfiliojuvare? 

Mr.  Francis  Moore.  *  f  muftconfefs  Mr.  Spea- 
Motion  for  an  «  ker,  I  moved  the  Houfe  both  the  laft  Parliament 
Tht)Vs,*'&c.  to  *•  ^"^  ^^'^  touching  this  Point;  but  I  never  meant 
the  Queen  upon  *  (and  I  hope  this  Houfe  thinketh  fo)  to  fet  Limits 
that  Occafioiv     «  and  Bounds  to  the  Prerogative  Royal.     Bur  now 

*  feeing  it  hath  pleafed  her  Majefty  of  her  felf,  out 
'  of  the  Abundance  of  her  Princely  Goodnefs,  to  kt 
'  at  Liberty  herSubjedla  from  theThraldomof  thole 
'  Monopolies,  from  which  there  was  no  Town, 

*  City  or  Country,  free  ;  I  would  be  bold,  in  one 

*  Motion,  to  offer  two  Confideraiions  to  this  Houle. 

*  The  tirll,   that   Mr.  Speaker  might  go  unto  her 

*  Majefty,  to  yield  her  our  mofl  humble  and  hearty 

*  Thanks,  and  withal  tofhew  the  Joy  of  her  Subjefts 

*  for  their  Delivery,  and  their  Thankfulnefs  unto  her 

*  for  the  fame:  The  other,  that  where  divers 
'  Speeches  have  been  made  extravagantly  in  this 

*  Houfe,  which  doubilefs  have  been  told  her  iMa- 

*  jcfly,  and  perhaps  all  ill  conceived  of  by  her;     I 

*  would  therefore  that  Mr.  Speaker  not  only  fhould 

*  fatisfy  her  Majefty,  by  Vi'ay  of  Apolc^y,  therein, 

*  bur  alfo  humbly  crave  Pardon  for  the  fame.* 
Mr.  IVvigjitld  faid,   *  My  Heart  is  not  able  to 

'  conceive  the  Joy  which  I  feel,  and  I  affure  you 
'  my  Tongue  cannot   utter  the   fame.     If  a  Sen- 

*  lence  cfEverlafting  Happinefs  had  been  pronoun - 

*  ced  unto  me,  it  could  not  have  made  me  (hew 
'  more  outward  Joy  than  now  I  do,  which  I  cah- 

*  not  refrain  to  exprcfs ;  there  could  nothing  have 
'  been  more  acceptable  to  the  Subject  than   thii 

*  iVIctfage.     And   I   veri!y  think,  if  ever'  any  of 

*  her  Mrijcfty's  Works  be  meritorious  before  God, 

'  ihi. 
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«  this  k.    I  do  agree  with  all  my  Heart  in  tbeffirft  qj,„„  Elizabeth. 

*  Part  of  the  Gentleman's  Motion  that  laltfpakei         i6oi. 
'  but  do  utterly  miflike  the  latter :    For  it  is  not  to 

*  be  intended,   we  fhould  have    had   fo  good  and 

*  gracious  a  Meflage,  if  the  Truth  of  fome  particu- 

*  lar  Speeches  had  been  delivered  unto  her.  And 
'  now   for  us  to  accufe  our  felves,  by  excufing  a 

*  Fault  with   which  we  are  not  charged,  were  a 

*  Thing  in  my  Opinion  inconvenient,  and  unfitting 
'  the  Wifdom  of  this  Houfe.' 

Sir  George  Moore,  fpake  to  the  fame  EfFeft. 
Sir  Francis  Bacon,  [pake  to  the  fame  EfFeft  alfo, 
and  concluded  thus,  *  Nefcio  qu>d  Peccati  portet  hac 

*  PurgaUo.^ 

*  So  it  was  put  to  the  Qi^ieftion  and  concluded, 
that  Thanks  fhould  be  returned  by  the  Speaker,  and 
twelve  Members  were  named  to  go  with  him  as  a 
convenient  Numbers  and  Intreaty  made  to  the  Privy 
Council  to  obtain  Liberty  to  be  admitted.' 

But  to  fhew,  that  in  the  midft  of  all  other  Bu- 

finefs,  this  Affair  of  Monopolies  was  ft  ill  at  Heart ; 

on  the  27th  Inflant,  one  Mr.  Doivnald  moved  the 

Houfe,  '  Firft,  That  this  gracious  Meilage,  which 

V*  had  been  fent  from  her  Majefty,  might  be  written 

*  in   the  Books  of  Records  of  this  Houfe,  (being 

*  worthy  to  be  written  in  Gold)  r.s  well  as  it  is 
'  written  and  fixed  in  the  true  Heart  of  every  good 
'  Subject ;  Secondly,  That  the  Honourable  Af- 
'  fem.:)ly  of  this  Houfe  would  move  her  Majefty, 

*  and  be  earneft  Means  of  Speed,  left  that  which  is 
'  now  meant  indeed,  may,  by  Protradion  of  Time 

*  be  altered,    or  perhaps  not  fo  happily  effedled.' 
Mr.  Secretary  Cecil    faid,    '  I  promifed  to  be  as 

'  lilent  as  I  cuuld.  Among  much  Speech  of  the 
'  Wife,  there  wants  not  much  Folly,  much  more  in 
'  me.  I  do  not  fpeak  becauft  1  do  diflikethe  Mo- 
'  tion  of  the  Gentleman  that  laft  fpake^  but  to  de- 
'  fend  the  Diligenceand  Grace  of  the  Queen.    It  is 

*  no  M-'Uer  of  T  )v  for  -  Prince  to  ncitity  in  pub- 
'  lie  a  Matter  o'  this  Vv\i^ht.    Though  the  Idol  of 

*  a   M.jnopo'     be  a  ^lea^  Monfter,    v"t  after  two 

*  QX  three  days  1  doubt  not  but  you  fliv^li  fee   him 
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Queen Elittbeth, '  dlftnemberM  :    And  I  proteil  there  is  not  any 
i6oi.        '  Soul  that  hves  deferves  Thanks  in  this  Caufe  but 

*  our  Sovereign.     Yefterday  the  Qiieen  gave  Order 

*  for  a  Draught  of  a  Proclamation.  I  had  it  in  my 

*  Hand.     You  all  know,  I  went  even  now  out  of 
•;Ahe  Houfe  i  then  I  read  it,   and  fent  for  him  that 

*  fhould  deliver  it  to  her  Hands.    Now  what  needs 
'  this  new  Zeal?' 

Mr.  Davii  faid,    *  Mr.  Speaker,    I  ftood  up  be- 

*  fore  to  fpeak,  it  is  not  much  I  had  to  fay  ;   only 
'     '  this,  that  whichwas  delivered  unto  you  from  her 

*  Sacred  Self,  I  think  to  be  Gofpel,  that  is,  Glad 

*  Tidings :    And    as  the  Gofpel  is  regiftred   and 

*  written,  fo  would  I  have  that  alfo  ;  for  if  ever 

*  glad  Tidings  came  to  the  Heart  of  the  Subjeft, 
•                     '  they  now  ccme.     This  is  all  Sir.' 

Sir  George  Moore  faid,  * 'This  eating  and  fretting 

*  Dil'eafe  of  Monopolies  I  have  ever  detefted  with 
'                 *  my  Heart ;  and  the  greater  the  Grievance  is,  the 

*  more  ineftimable  is  the  grave  Wifdom  of  her  Ma- 

*  jefty  in  repealing  them.     And  therefore  for  us  to 

*  think  we  can  fufficiently  requiie  the  fame,  it  were 
'  to  hold  a  Candle  before  the  bun  to  dim  the  Light. 

*  And  feeing  (lie,  in  her  Clemency  and  Care  to  us, 

*  hath  taken  the  Matter  into  her  own  Hands,  I  wifh 
'  the  Matter  may  be  no  more  fpoke  of,  much  lefs 

*  proceeded  in.' 

Sir  Francis  Hajlivgi  fiid,  '  It  ought  to  be  written 

*  in  the  Tables  of  our  Hearts,  ^c' 

Mr.  Lawrence  Hide.     *  I  think  the  Gentleman 

*  that  fet  th=s  Motion  on  foot,  fpake  out  of  Joy  for 

*  herMajefty  s  Grace  and  Zeal  to  have  Performance 

*  of  her  Promife.    In  that  he  vvifhed  it  might  be 

*  recorded  in  Paper  here  or  Parchment,  ii  i.s  not  to 
'  be  intendtd  but  he  meant  alfo  in  our  Hearts 

*  which  remain  no  longer  than  we  live :    P)iit  Rc- 

*  cords  remain  long,  and  will  give  a  lively  Memory 

*  in  Ages  to  come.     And  therefore  for   that  p.ii: 

*  of  his  Motion  I  think  it  very  good,  and  widi  the 
'  Clerk  may  do  it  accordingly.' 

Mr.   Comptroller,    *  I  think  he  ihatfirft  n^M-r  i 

*  this  Queftion, exceedingly  forgot  himfcli,  i,n».i  t  x  ■ 

*  cc  i  ■ 


Of    ENGLAND.      477 

'  ceedingly  detradled   from  her  Majefty ;  who,  iQiieen  Elizabeth. 

*  know,  outof  herabundant  Love  and  Grace  to  this        *^°^' 
'  Houfe,  hath  taken  fuch  fpeedy  Courfe,  as  hath 

*  been  delivered  by  my  Fellow-Counfellor.     With 

*  that  Affection  fhe  embraceth  this  Houfe,   that  in  , 
'  more  Familiar  than  Princely  fort,   it  hath  pleafed 

*  her  to  fay,  *  Recommend  me  to  the  Houfe  with 
"  Thanks  for  their  Promife  andCare  for  their  com- 
"  mon  Good.' 

Mr.  Speaker  faid,  '  My  Heart  is  not  able  to 
'  conceive,   nor   my    Tongue  to  utter  the  Joy  I 

*  conceived  of  her  Majefties  gracious  and  efpecial 

*  Care  for  our  Good.     Wherefore  as  God  him- 

*  felf  faid,   Gtoriam  meam  alteri  mn  dabo^  fo  may 

*  her  Majefty   fay,  in  that  fhe  herfelf  will  be  the 

*  only  and  Ipeedy  Agent  for  Performance  of  our 
'  moft  humble  and  moft  wifhed  Dcfires.     Where- 

*  fore  let  us  not  doubt  but,  as  fhe  hath  been,  fo  flie 

*  ftill   will  be,  our  moft  Gracious  Sovereign   and 

*  natural  Nurfing- Mother  unto  us.     Whofe  Days 

*  the  Almighty  God  prolong  to  all  our  Comforts.' 
All   faid   Amen. 

Onthe  Day  after,  Mr.  Secretary  declared,  *  That 
'  according  to  the  Dire6tion  of  this  Houfe,  her 
'  Majefty  hath  been  informed  of  the  exceeding  and 

*  ineilimable  Joy  and  Comfort,  which  this  Houfe 
'  hath  received  by  a  Meflage,  lately  publiftied,  fent 

*  from  her  Highnefs  by  Mr.  Speaker :  And  hath 
'  been  likewife    moved    to  iignify  her  Highnefs's 

*  Pleafure  touching  the  Determination  of  this  Houfe, 

*  in  appointing  Mr.  Speaker,  with  fome  felefted 

*  Company  of  the  lame,  to  render  the  moft  humble 

*  and  dutiful  Thanksof  this  whole  Houfe,  for  the 
'  faid    moft  gracious,    moft  princely    and  com- 

*  fortable  Mellage  :  And  her  gracious  Anfwer  was, 

*  That  her  Majefty  being  acquainted  with  the  faid 

*  Defires  of  this  Houfe,  did  vouchfafe  that  Mr. 

*  Speaker  with  forty,  fifty,  or  a  hundred  of  this 
'  Houfe,  fuch  as  fhould  thereunto  be  appointed, 

*  fhould  have  Accefs  unto  her  Majefty  for  the  fame 
'  Purpofe ,  upon  iWlj;?^^^  next  in  the  Afternoon,  at 
-*  the   Court,  and  fliould  be  all  welcome.' 

Where- 
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Qi?c«n^'j"'^th.      Whereupon  were  ap^pointed  the  Knighis  for  all 

the  Shires,  .  Lord   Howard^     Lord    Clinton^    all 

.    Knights,  Members  of  this  Houfe,  and  feveral  others. 

tee*«*ten<r^er      Mr.  Comptroller  added,    that   the  Queen   had 

Majefty  there-  Commanded  him   to  tell   the  Houfe,   '  That  the 

*'***•  *  Reafon  of  her  Limitation  of  having  a  convenient 

f  .Number  was,  that  the  Place  whereuniowe  fhould 

^^ome,  was  not  big  enough  to  receive  us  All.* 

And  now,  to  make  an  End  of  this  long  and  im- 
portant Affair  ;  on  the  30th  Day  of  November  in 
the  Afternoon,  the  Speaker  with  about  feven  Score 
of  the  Commons  met  at  the  great  Chamber  before 
the  Council  Room  ;  when  all  being  admitted  into 
the  faid  Room,  the  Queen  fitting  under  a  Canopy 
at  the  upper  End  of  it ;  the  Speaker,  after  three  low 
Reverences  made,  fpake  as  follows. 

Mof}  Sacred  and  more  than  mofl  gracuui  Sovereign. 
The  Speaker's  *  "XT  7"  Eyour  faithful,  loyaland  obedient  SubJeiSts 
Speech.  '     VV     ^^'^  Commons  here  prefent,  vouchiafed 

*  of  your  efpecial   Goodnefs   (to  our  unfpeakable 

*  Comfort)  Al  cefs  to  your  ficred  Prefence,  do  in  all 

*  Duty  and  Humblenefs,come  to  prefent  that  whjch 

*  no  VVords  can  exprefs,    moR  humble  and  thank- 

*  ful  Acknowledgement  of  your  mofl  gracious  Mef- 

*  fagc,  and  mod  Dounden  and  humble  Thanks  for 

*  your  Majefty's  moft  abundant  Goodnefs  extended 

*  and  performed  to  us.  We  cannot  fay,  moft  Gra- 
'  cious  Sovereign,  -VV^  have  called  and  been  heard, 

*  We  have  complained  and  have  been  helped ; 
'  though  in  all  Dutyand  Thankfulnefs  we  p.ckncw- 
'  ledge,  your  Sacred  Ears  are  ever  open,    and  ever 

*  bowed  down  to  hear  us,  and  your  blcfTcd  Hands 
*..ever  ftretched  out  to  relieve  u> ;   We  acknovv- 

*  ledy,e,  (Sacred  Sovereign^  i^ni  all  Duty  ?nd  Tl;jank- 
«  fulnefs  we  acknowledge,  '  that  bcfoie' we' call, 
'  ycji:pre\'enting  Grace  and  All-defcrving  Good- 
'  nefs   doth  watch  over  us  for  our  Good  ;   more 

*  ready  to  give   than  we  can  defire,   much  lefs  de- 

*  ferve.     That  Attribute  which  is  moft  proper  un- 

*  to  God,  to  perform  all  he  promifeth,  appertain- 

*  eth  alfo  unto  you  Qur  Moft  Gracious  Sovereign 

*  Queen 
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*  Queen  of  all  Truth,   of  all  Conftancy,  of  all  Queen  Elizabeth. 

*  Goodnefs,  never  wearied  in  doing  Good  unto  us;        »6oi« 

*  (the  Deeds  themfelves  do  fpeak)   moft  careful  to 

*  provide  all  good  T^hings  for  us ;  moft  gracious, 
'  moft  tender  lo  remove  all  Grievances  from  us, 
'  which  all  your  Princely  Aftions  have  ever  fhew- 

*  ed,  and  even  now  your  moft  gracious  publifhed 
'  Proclamation,  of  your  own  only  meer  Motion 
'  and  fpecial  Grace  for  the  Good  of  all  your  Peo- 

*  pie,  doth  witnefs  to  us.     We  come  not,  Sacred 

*  Sovereign,  one  of  ten  to  render  Thanks,  and  the 

*  reft  to  go  away  unthankful ;   but  All  of  us,  in  all 

*  Duty  and  Thankfulnefs,  do  throw  down  ourfelves 
'  at  the  Feet  of  your  Majefty,  do  praife  God  and 

*  blefs  your  Majefty.  Neither  do  we  prefcnt  cur 
'  Thanks  inWords  of  any  outwardThing,  which  can 

*  be  no  fufficient  Retribution  for  fo  great  Goodnefs  ; 
'  but,  in  all  Duty  and  Thankfulnefs,   proftrate  at 

*  your  Feet,  we  prefent  our  moft  loyal  and  thank- 
'  ful  Hearts,  even  the  laft  Drop  of  Elocd  in  our 

*  Hearts,and  the  laft  Spirit  of  Brea;h  inourNoftrills, 
'  to  be  poured  out,  to  be  breathed  up  for  your 

*  Safety.' 

Then  after  three  low  Reverences  made,  He  with 
the  reft  kneeled  down,  and  her  Majefty  began 
thus  to  anfwer  herfelf,  viz. 

Mr.  Speaker, 

T^E  have  heard  your  Declaration^  and  perceive 
''  your  Care  of  our  State^  by  falling  into  the^J^^^^'^^ 
Conf  deration  of  a  grateful  /Icknowledgment  of  juih 
Benefits  as  you  have  received ;  and  that  your  Coming 
is  to  prefent  Thanks  unto  us,  zvhich  I  accept  ivith  no 
lefs  Joy  than  your  L'-.ves  can  have  Depe  to  o^er 
fuch  a  Prefent.  I  do  of  we  you,  that  there  is  no 
Prince  that  kveth  his  Subject ^  better,  cr  whcfe  Love 
can  countervail  our  Love  ;  there  is  no  feivel,  be  it 
of  never  fo  rich  a  Price,  ivhicb  I  prefer  before  this 
Jewel,  1  mean  your  Love  ;  for  J  do  more  e/leem  it 
than  any  Ireafure  or  Riches ;  for  that  ive  knciv  hsiu 
to  prize  J  but  Love  and  Thanks  I  count  inejlimable. 

And 
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fuecnElieabeth.  -^'^^  though  God  hath  rdifed  me  high,  yet  this  I  count 
1601.  the  Glory  of  my  Crown^  that  1  have  reigned  ivith 
your  Loves.  7his  makes  me  that  I  do  not  fo  much 
rejoice^  that  God  hath  made  me  to  he  a  ^een^  as  to 
be  a  ^een  over  fo  thankful  a  People,  'therefore  I 
have  Caufe  to  wijh  nothing  more  than  to  content  the 
Suhjetl^  and  that  is  a  Duty  which  1  owe.  Neither 
do  I  deftre  to  live  longer  Days,  than  that  1  may  fee 
your  Properity^  and  that's  my  only  Defire.  Ana  as 
1  am  that  Perfon  that  fiill^  yet  under  God.,  hath 
delivered  you  ;  fo  I  trujl,  by  the  Almighty  Power  of 
God.,  that  I  Jiill  Jhall  be  his  Injhument  to  preferve 
you  from  Envy.,  Peril.,  Dijhonour,  Shame,  Tyranny 
and  Opprejfion,  partly  by  Means  of  your  intended 
Helps,  which  we  take  very  acceptably,  becaufe  it 
manifejleth  the  Largenefs  of  your  Loves,  and  Loyal- 
ties unto  your  Sovereign.  Of  myfelfl  tnu/i  fay  this, 
J  never  was  any  greedy,  fcr aping  Grajper,  nor  a 
flrait  fafi-holdi?ig  Prince,  nor  yet  a  IVafier  ;  my 
Heart  was  never  fet  on  PPorldly  Goods,  but  only  for 
my  Subje^s  Good.  What  you  do  bejlow  on  me^  I 
luill  not  hoard  it  up,  but  receive  it  to  beflow  on  you 
again.  Tea  mine  own  Properties  I  count  yours,  to  be 
expended  for  your  Good.  Therefore  render  unto  them 
from  me,  I  be  leech  you,  Mr.  Speaker^  fuch  Thanks  as 
you  imagine  my  Heart  yieldeth,  but  jny  Tongue  caw 
not  exprefi. 

Ail  this  while  they  kneeled.  Whereupon  her 
Majelly  laid,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ivould  wijh  you  and 
the  rejl  to  fland  up,  for  I  Jhall  yet  trouble  you  with 
longer  Speech.  So  they  all  ftood  up,  and  {he  went 
on  in  her  Speech. 

Mr.  Speaker,  you  give  me  Thanks,  but  I  doubt 
me,  J  have  more  Cauf  to  thank  you  all,  than  ycu 
me:  And  I  charge  you  to  thank  them  of  the  Houfe  cf 
Commons  from  me:  For  had  I  not  radved  a  Know- 
ledge from  you,  1  might  have  fallen  into  the  Lap  of 
an  Error ^  only  for  Lack  of  true  Information.  Since 
I  was  ^/een,  yet  never  did  I  put  my  Pen  to  any 
Grant,  but  that  uj)on  Pretext  and  Semblance  made 
unto  me,  that  it  was  both  good  and  beneficial  to  the 
Su0e^s  in  general,  though  a  private  Prpft  to  fame. 
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of  my  antient  Servants  who  had  deferved  well:  5«/ Queen  Elizabeth. 
the  contrary  being  found  hy  Experience^  1  am  exceed-  *^*'** 
ing  beholding  tojiich  SubjeSfs  as  wotdd  move  the  fame 
at  firjl.  And  I  am  mt  fo  fimple  tofuppofe,  but  that 
there  be  Jome  oj  the  Lower  Houfe^  whom  thefe  Grie- 
vances never  touched  ;  and  for  them  I  think  they 
fpeak  out  of  Zeal  to  their  Countries,  and  not  out  of 
spleen  or  malevolent  Affection,  as  being  Parties  grie* 
ved  J  and  I  take  it  exceeding  grateful  from  tbem^ 
becaufe  it  gives  us  to  know  that  no  Refpetls  or  Inter- 
ejls  had  moved  them,  other  than  the  Minds  they  bear 
to  fuffer  no  Diminmion  of  our  Honour,  and  our  Sub- 
je^s  Love  unto  us.  The  Zeal  of  which  Affeulion^ 
tending  to  eafe  my  People  and  knit  their  Hearts  unto 
me,  I  embrace  with  a  Princely  Care  j  far  above  all 
Earthly  Ireafure  I  e/leem  my  People's  Love,  more 
than  which  1  defire  not  to  merit.  That  my  Grants 
Jhould  be  grievous  to  my  People,  and  Oppreffions  to 
be  privileged  under  Colour  of  our  Patents,  our  Kingly 
Dignity  /hall  not  fuffer  it  ;  yea,  when  I  heard  it,  1 
could  give  no  Rejl  to  my  Thoughts  until  I  had  reformed 
it.  Shall  they  think  to  efcape  unpunij}:)ed,  that  have 
thus  opprejfed  you,  and  have  been  refpe5llefs  of  their 
Duty,  and  regardlef  of  our  Honour  ?  No.  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  ajjiire  you,  it  is  more  for  Confcience- 
Sake^  than  for  any  Glory  or  Increafe  of  Love,  that  I 
defire  theje  Errors,  Toubles,  Vexations  and  Oppref 
fons  done  by  thefe  Varlets  and  lewd  Perfons,  not  wor- 
thy the  Name  of  Suhje^s,  Jhould  not  efcape  without 
condign  Punijhment.  But  I  perceive  they  dealt  with 
me  like  PhyficianSy  who  mini/iring  a  Drug  make  it 
more  acceptable  by  giving  it  a  good  Aromatical  Sa- 
vour, or  when  they  give  Pills  do  gild  them  all  over. 
I  have  ever  ufed  to  fet  the  laji  "Judgment  Day  before 
mine  Eyes,  and  fo  to  rule  as  1 /hall  be  judged  to  anf- 
wer  be/ore  a  higher  Judge.  To  whofe  Judgment 
Seat  I  do  appeal,  that  never  Thought  luas  cheri/hed 
in  my  Heart  that  tended  not  to  my  People's  Good. 
And  noiv  if  my  Kingly  Bounty  hath  been  abufed,  and 
my  Grants  turned  to  the  Hurt  of  my  People,  contrary 
to  my  Will  and  Meaning  j  or  if  any  in  Authority 
under  me,  have  negk^ed  or  perverted  what  I  have 
Vol.  IV.  H  h  esm- 
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Queen  EiiMbeth/'""'"'"^'' '''  /i^»/,  Ihope  Godwtll  not  lay  their  Culpi 
1 60 1.  and  O fences  to  my  Charge ;  and  though  there  wCre 
Danger  in  repealing  our  Grants,  yet  what  Dagger 
would  not  I  rather  incur  for  your  Good,  than  1  would 
fuffer  them  Jiill  to  continue  ?  J  know  the  Tttle  of  a 
King  is  a  glorious  Title ;  but  affure  yourfelf,  that  the 
Ihining  Gloiy  of  Princely  Authority  hath  not  fo  dazled 
the  hyes  of  our  Vnderfianding^  but  that  we  well 
know  and  remember,  that  we  alfo  are  to  yield  an  Ac- 
count of  our  AtVions  before  the  Great  Judge.  To  be  a 
King  and  wear  a  Crown  is  more  glorious  to  them  that 
fee  it^  than  it  is  Pleajure  to  them  that  bear  it.  For 
myfelf^  I  was  never' jo  much  enticed  with  the  glorious 
Name  of  a  King^  or  Royai  Authority  of  a  ^een,  as 
delighted  that  God  hath  made  me  his  Injirument  to 
maintain  his  Truth  and  Glory,  and  to  defend  this 
Kingdom  [as  1  jaid)  from  Perils  Difljonour,  Tyranny 
and  Cppiejfjon.  The  re  will  never  ^ueenfit  in  my  Seat 
•with  mote  Zeal  to  my  Country^  or  Care  to  my  Subje£fs, 
and  that  will  fooner,  with  U'illingnefs^  yield  and  ven- 
ture her  Life  for  ycur  Good  and  Safety  than  tnyfelf. 
And  though  you  have  had,  and  may  have,  many 
Princes  more  mighty  and  wife,  fitting  in  this  Seat,  yet 
you  t.ever  had,  or  JJmU  have,  any  that  will  be  more 
careful  and  kving.  Should  I  ajcribe  any  thing  to 
myjelj  and  my  jexly  Weaknefs,  I  were  not  worthy  to 
live  then,  and  of  all  mofl  ■nrw'jrthy  of  the  Mercies  I 
h'lxe  bad  from  God,  who  halh  ever  yet  given  me  a 
Heart  which  never  yet  fe.ired  Foreign  or  Home  Ene- 
mies. I  fpeak  it  to  give  Gcd  the  Praife  as  a  Tejli- 
vv.ny  before )0U.  and  not  to  attribute  aj.y  thing  unto 
my, elf;  For  /,  O  L'-.rd,  wht.t  am  /,  zvhom  Pru^ices 
and  Ff  ii.^  piijl  Jb:uld  not  fear !  O  what  can  I  do 
I'tlv,  ;c  flK  fp.ke  v'.iih  a^icat  \iuiy>]yAlh'j  that  I jhould 
f^cak  fcr  oi.y  Glory!  God  forbid.  This,  Mr.  Spea- 
kn\  I  fjny  sou,  deliver  unto  the  Houje,  to  whom 
i  furiiy  iCiOnimcnd  me.  Ad  fo  I  commit  you  all  to 
ycur  btji  Fortune  ,  and  further  Councils.  And  I 
p^ny  yoii.  Mr.  Comptroller^  Mr.  Secretary.,  and  ycu 
cf  my  Ciuncil,  that  bifcre  thcje  Gentlemen  depart 
intotlelr  Count  tics.,  ycu  bring  them  all  to  kijs  my 
Ha:id. 

All 
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All  this  Time  the  Subfidy  Bill  laid  dormant  >Q^jgn£jjjjj{jj^^ 
for  it  had  a  Second  Reading  only,  in  the  Morning  of  i6oi.  . 
that  Day  the  Houfe  went  up  with  their  Addrefs  of 
Thanks  to  the  Queen.  But  on  the  5th  of  Decem- 
ber^ the  Bill  for  granting  four  entire  Subfidies  and 
eight  Fifteenths  and  Tenths  was  read  a  third  Time  ; 
pafled  upon  the  Queftion,  without  any  Manner  of 
Oppofition  J  and  concluded  in  the  Lords  on  the 
15th. 

Thefe  additional  Numbers  of  Subfidies,Fifteenths 
and  Tenths,  which  grew  like  Faljiaff's  Buckram- 
Men,  were  monftrous  Things  in  thofe  Days ;  and 
we  cannot  avoid  giving  a  Note,  which  Sir  Symonds 
Dewes  makes  on  this  Occafion. 

'  Nota,  That  whereas  in  the  Parliament  which 
was  begun  and  holden  at  Wejlminjler  in  An.  35  sir  s.  Dewes's 
Eliz.  Anno  Dom.  1592.  the  Knights,  Citizens  ot>fervations  od 
and  Burgclles  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  not  ^^^^^{^^^^c  }T^ 
drawn  without  much  and  long  Difpute,  both  fidies. 
amongft  themfelves  and  with  the  Lords,  to  yield 
unto  the  Grant  of  three  Subfidies  and  fix  Fifteenths 
and  Tenths  (being  a  greater  Gift  than  had  ever  be- 
fore been  given  unto  her  Majefly)  and  that  the 
fame  was  then  alfo  alTented  unto  in  refpeft  of  the 
great  Dangers  newly  threatned  unto  her  Majef- 
ty  from  Rome  and  Spain  ;  with  Caution  and  Pro- 
mife,  neverthelefs,  that  it  fhould  not  be  drawn  into 
Precedent  for  futureTimes ;  yet  in  the  next  Parlia- 
ment v.^hich  enfued  in  39  Regincs  Anno  Dom.  1597, 
although  none  of  the  faid  imminent  Dangers,  which 
had  been  feared  in  the  above-mentioned  thirty  fifth- 
Year  of  her  Majefty's  Reign,  had  to  thatTime  come 
into  any  real  Execution,  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
WTs,  notwithftanding,  again  drawn  to  yield  unto  the 
fame  Proportion  of  three  Subfidies  and  fix  Fifteenths 
and  Tenths,  to  be  paid  alfo  unto  her  Majefty  with- 
in a  fhorterTime  :  And  now,  laflly,  in  ihisprefent 
Parliament  in  An.  43  y  44  Regin.  ejufdem.  Anno 
Dom.  160 1.  the  faid  Houfe  was  drawn,  in  refpe<5l 
chiefly  of  theT  roubles  of  Ireiand^where  the  Spaniard 
had  fet  Footing,    to  ptefent  unto  her  Highneis  the 

H  h   2  ex-' 
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Quein Elizabeth,  extraordinary  and  great  Gift  of  four  Subfidies  and 
*^''        eight  Fifteenthi  and  Tenths. 

A  Bill  againft  ufual  and  profane  Curfing  and 
Swearing,  having  been  twice  read  in  this  Houfe,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrofl'ed,  Mr.  Gkfcock  ftood  up 
and  (iud,  *  Man  is  made  of  two  Parts,  a  Soul  and 
a  Body  ;  and  there  are  two  Governments,  the 
one  Imperial,  the  other  Sacerdotal ;  the  firft  be- 
longing to  the  Common- Wealth,  the  fecond  to 
the  Church.  Swearing  is  a  Thing  moral,  and 
toucheth  theSoul,  and  therefore  fitter  tobefpoken 
of  in  a  Pulpit  than  in  Parliament.  If  the  God 
of  Abraham^  the  God  of  Ifaac^  and  the  God  of 
Jacob  hath  Iworn,  his  Plague  fhall  not  depart 
from  the  Houfe  of  the  Swearers,  why  (hould  we 
not  feek  to  reprefs  this  Vice,  which  brings  a 
Plague,  which  breeds  Mortality,  that  breeds 
Deftruflion,  Defolation,  and  the  utter  Ruin  of 
the  Common- Wealth  ?  If  he  forbids  us  to  fwear, 
and  we  fear  not  his  Commandments,  think  you 
a  Pain  of  ten  Shillings,  as  here  fet  down,  will 
make  us  refrain  this  Iniquity  ?  It  is  as  hard  for 
this  Penalty  to  reftrain  this  Sin,  as  for  Religion  to 
fpring  out  of  the  Common  Law  and  to  take 
EfFe<5t.  Mofei^  when  he  faw  God,  could  but  fee 
his  Back- Parts  only,  and  no  Man  ever  faw  more. 
Why,  thefe  Swearers  fwear  by  all  his  Parts,  fo 
perfectly,  as  though  they  had  feen  him  all  over. 
Philips  King  of  France^  made  a  Law  that  the 
Swearer  (hould  be  drowned  j  another  Law  was 
made,  that  a  certain  Sum  (hould  be  prefently  paid 
as  foon  as  he  had  (worn,  or  elfe  the  Swearer  to 
loie  his  Head.  We  ule  fo  much  Lenity  in  our 
Law,  that  we  had  as  good  make  no  Law,  for  we 
^ive  a  Penalty,  and  to  be  taken  upon  Convidion 
heiore  a  Juftice  of  Peace  j  here  is  wife  Stuff. 
Firft  mark  what  a  Juftice  of  Peace  is,  and  wc 
(hall  eafily  (ind  a  Gap  in  our  Law.  A  Juftice 
of  Peace  is  a  living  Creaiure,  that  for  half  a 
Dozen  of  Chickens,  will  difpenfe  with  a  whole 
Dozen  of  penal  Statutes.  We  fearch  and  ingrofs  i 

*  they 
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they  retail.  Thefe  be  the  Baflcet-Juftices,  of  QueenEHzabethi 
whom  the  Tale  may  be  verified  of  a  Juftice,  ^^oi, 
that  I  know,  to  whom  one  of  his  poor  Neigh- 
bours coming,  faid.  Sir,  I  am  very  highly  rated  '^^^  charaaer 
in  the  Subfidy-Book,  I  befeech  you  to  help  me.  p^accf "'" 
To  whom  he  anfwered,  I  know  thee  not. 
Not  me  Sir,  quoth  the  Country- Man  ?  Why 
your  Worfhip  had  my  Teem,  and  my  Oxen  fuch 
a  Day,  and  I  have  ever  been  at  your  Worfhip's 
Service  i  have  you  fo,  Sir,  quoth  the  JuiUce, 
I  never  remember'd  I  had  any  iuch  *  l  iter,  no 
not  a  Sheep's- Tail.  So  unleff  >ou  offer  S?crifice 
to  the  Idol-Juftices,  of  Sheep  and  Oxen,  they 
know  you  not.  If  a  Wanani  come  from  the 
Lords  of  the  Council  to  lew  a  hundred  Men, 
he  will  levy  two  hundred  ;  and  what  with  drop- 
ping in  and  crofling  out,  he'll  gain  a  hundred 
Pounds  by  the  Bargain.  Nay,  if  he  be  to  lend 
out  aWarrant,  upon  a  Man's  Requeft,to  have  any 
felch'd  in  upon  Sufpicion  of  Felony,  or  the  like  j 
he  will  write  the  Warrant  himfelf,  and  you  muft 
put  two  Shillings  in  his  Pocket  as  his  Clerk's  Fee, 
fwhen  God  knows  he  keeps  but  two  or  three 
Hindes)  for  his  better  Maintenance.  Why  we 
have  had  here  five  Bills  j  of  Swearing,  going  to 

Church,  Good- Ale,  Drunkcnnefs  and 

this  is  as  good  to  them  as  if  you  had  given  them 
a  Subfidy  and  two  Fifteenths.  Only  in  that 
Point  I  millike  the  Bill,  for  the  reft  I  could  wifti 
it  good  Paffage.' 

Sir  Francis  Hajlirigs  faid,  *  That  fuch  Juftices 
were  well  worthy  to  be  lock'd  up  in  an  Ambery. 
But  he  wifh'd  that  All  might  not  be  cenfured  for 
One  evil,  who  though  he  negle6led  both  the  Care 
of  Confclence  and  Country  which  he  (hould 
love,  yet,  doubtlefs,  many  did  not  fo  ;  as  being 
touched  in  Conlcience  to  remember  that  our 
long  Peace  fhould  make  us  careful  to  pleafe  him 
in  doing  of  Juftice,  that  had  preferved  us,  and 
was  the  Author  of  our  Peace,  God  himfelf* 
'\nd  thcreuTOH  the  Bill  was  ingrolied. 

H  h  3  Another 
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QueenEijrabeth.      Another  Bill,  for  the  more  diligent  Refort  to 

1601.       Church  upon  Sundays,  was  read  a  fecond  Time, 

vhen   Mr.    Roger  Owen  fpoke   to   this  EfFeft: 

Debate  on  a  Bill  t  x^gt  he  milliked  the  Bill  for  two  Refpefts;  the 

Church.""'^  *°  '  one  for  the  Penalty,  the  other  in  refpeft  of  the 

*  Party  punifhing,  that  is,  the  Juftite.     For  the 

*  firft,  the  Penalty  is  twelve  Pence.  It  is  well 
^  known  that  the  pooreft  Recufant  in   England 

*  ought,  as  well  as  the  Rich,  to  pay  his  twenty 
^  Pound,  and  for  Want  of  Lands  and  Goods,  his 
'  Body  is  liable;  and  therefore  we  {hall  doubly 
f  punifh  him,  which  is  againft  Law.  For  the 
'  other,  touching  the  Juftice,  I  think  it  too  great 
^  a  Trouble,  and  they  are  ever  loaden  with  a 

*  Number  of  penal  Statutes,  yea,  a  whole  Alpha- 

*  bet,  as  appears  by  Hu/J'ey  in  the  Time  of  Henry 
^  VII.     And  this  is  a  Matter  lb  obvious,  that  a 

*  Juftice  of  Peace's  Houfe  will  be  like  a  Quarter- 

*  -Seflions,  with   the   Multitude  of    thefe  Com- 
^              *  plaints.     I  think  alio  it  is  an  Infringement  of 

'  Magna  Charta,    for  that  gives  Trial  per  Pates, 

*  but  this  by  two  Witnefles  before  a  Juftice  of  the 

*  Peace.  And  by  this  Statute,  if  a  Juftice  of  the 
'  Peace  come  into  the  Quarter-SeOions,  and  fay  it 

*  is  a  good  Oath,  this  is  as  good  as  an  Indidment: 
^  Therefore  for  my  Part,  Away  with  the  Bill.' 

Sir  Francis   Hajfings.     '  I  never,  in  my  Life, 

*  heard  Juftices  of  the  Peace  taxed  before  in  this 

*  Sort:  For  ought  1  know,'  Juftices  of  Peace  be 
'  Men  of  Quality,  Hoiiefty,  Experience  and  Juftice. 

*  I  would  afk  the  Gentleman  that  laft  fpake,  but 

*  two  Queftions ;  the  firft.  If  he  would  have  any 
'  Penalty  at  all  inflided  ?  The  fecond.  If  in  the  firft 
'  Statute,  or  in  rhis,  an  eafier  Way  for  the  levying 

*  of  this  twelve  Pence  can  be  ?  If  he  deny  the  firft, 

*  I  know  his  Scope  ;  if  the  fecond,  no  Man  but 

*  himfelf  will  deny  it.  And  to  fpeak  fo  in  both, 
*:  is  neither  gravely,  religioully  nor  rightly  fpoken. 

*  And  theretcre  lor  God,    the  Queen,   and  our 

*  Country's  Sake,  I  bcfctch  a  Commitment.' 

Sir  Car{W  Reynolds.     *  The  Sabbath  is  ordained 

*  for  four  Caufes  j  firft,  To  meditate  on  the  Om- 

*  nipo- 
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nipotency  of  God;  fecondly.  To  aflemble  usQs«"^''^^^*^* 
together  to  give  Thanks ;  thirdly, That  we  might '  ' 
be  the  better  enabled  to  follow  our  own  Affairs ; 
fourthly,  That  we  might  hallow  that  Day  and 
fandify  the  fame.  King  James  IV.  oi  Scotland ^ 
in  the  Year  15 12,  and  King  James  VI.  in 
the  Year  1579,  did  ered  and  ratify  a  Liw, 
that  whofoever  kept  either  Fair  or  Market  upon 
.the  Sabbath,  his  Moveables  fhould  prefently  be 
given  to  the  Poor.  Men  gathering  of  Sticks 
were  ftoned  to  Death,  becaufe  that  was  thought 
to  be  a  Kind  of  Prophanation  of  the  Sabbath. 
I  doubt  not  but  great  Reformation  will  come  if 
this  Bill  pafs :  To  the  betrer  efFtdting  whereof, 
I  humbly  pray,  that  if  there  be  Imperfections  in 
it,  it  may  be  eommitted. 
Sir  George  Moore.  '  For  the  Gentleman  that 
laft  fpake,  and  fo  much  inveighed  againft  Jufti- 
ces,  it  may  be  it  proceeds  out  of  the  Co-ruption 
of  his  Heart ;  howfoever,  I  mean  not  to  fearch 
it,  or  anfwerhim  ',  only  I  turn  him  to  Solomouy 
and  mean  to  aniwer  him  with  Silence.  With- 
out going  to  Church,  and  doing  Chriftian  Duties, 
we  cannot  be  religious,  and  by  Religion  we  learn 
both  our  Duty  to  God  and  to  the  Queen,  in 
doing  our  Duty  to  God, we  fhall  be  better  ena- 
bled to  do  our  Duty  to  our  Prince.  And  the 
Word  biddeth  us,  that  we  flioidd  give  to  God 
that  which  is  due  to  God.  et  Cajari  qua  funt 
Cafaris.  Amongft  many  Laws  which  we  have, 
we  have  none  for  Conftraint  of  God's  Service  : 
I  fay,  None,  though  one  was  made  in  pr'imo  of 
this  Queen,  becaufe  that  Law  is  no  Law  which 
takes  no  Force  ;  for  Executio  Legis  l/"ita  Legis. 
Then  let  us  not  give  fuch  Caul'e  of  Comfort  to 
our  Adverfaries,  that  having  drawn  a  Bill  in 
Qaeftion  for  the  Service  of  our  God,  we  fhould 
(land  fo  much  in  queftioning  the  fame.  Once  a 
Month  coming  to  Church  excufeth  us  from 
Danger  of  the  Law,  but  not  from  the  Com- 
mandment of  God,  who  faith.  Thou  J}mlt  fanc- 
tify  thi  Sabbath  -  Z)^v,    that  is,   everv  Sabbath. 

^      <•  Thik 
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This  Bill  ives  the  Subjeft  to  fo  much  and  no 
raore»  which  being  agreeable  with  the  Law  of 
God,  and  the  Rule  of  Policy,  I  fee  no  Reafon 
why  we  fliould  ftand  fo  ftridtly  in  giving  it  a 
Commitment.' 

Mr.  Bond.  *  I  wifh  the  Sabbath  fanftified  ac- 
cording to  the  prccife  Rules  of  God's  Command- 
ment, but  I  wifh  that  St.  Jugujiins  Rule  may 
be  obferved  in  the  Manner,  non  Jubttido^  fed 
Docendo^  viagis  Monendo  quant  Alinatido.  I  like 
not  that  Power  (hould  be  given  to  the  Juftices  of 
Peace ;  for  who  aimoft  are  not  grieved  at  the 
luxuriant  Authority  of  Juftices  of  Peace  ?  By 
the  Statute  of  1  Edward  III.  they  maft  be  good 
Men,  and  lawful,  no  Mainiainers  of  Evil,  but 
moderate  in  Execution  of  Laws ;  for  Magiftratcs 
be  Men,  and  Men  have  always  attending  on  them 
two  Minifters  Libidia  i^  Iracundia  ;  Men  of  this 
Nature  do  lubjugate  the  free-born Subjcdl.  Clerks 
can  do  much.  Children  more,  and  Wives  moft. 
It  is  dangerous  therefore  to  give  Authority  in  fo 
dangerous  a  Thing  as  this  is,  which  I  hold  worth 
your  fecond  Thoughts,  qua  folent  ejfe  pruden- 
tiores.  Her  Majefty,  during  all  the  Time  of  her 
Reign,  hath  been  clement,  gracious,  meek  and 
merciful,  yea  chuhng  rather  deUnquerey  I  know 
not  how  to  term  it,  in  Lenity  and  not  in  Cruelty. 
But,  by  this  Statute,  there  is  a  Conftraint  to  come 
to  Divine  Service,  and  for  Negled  all  muft  pay. 
PleSienturAchivi:  The  poor  Commonalty,  whoie 
Strength  and  Quietnefs  is  the  Strength  andQciiet- 
nefs  of  us  ail,  he  only  (hall  be  punilhed,  he  vexed. 
For  will  any  think  that  a  Juttice  of  Peace  will 
contcft  with  as  gootJ  a  Man  as  himfelf  ?  No,  this 
Age  is  loo  wife.  I  leave  it  to  this  Houfe,  whe- 
ther it  ftaiid  with  Policy,  when  four  Subfidies  and 
eight  Fifteenths  be  n<jw  granted,  to  bring  the 
poorer  Sort  into  greater  Fear  by  thefe  and  fuch 
like  Laws,  Malui  Cu/ios  Diuturtiitcitis  Mftus. 
And  in  the  gracious  Speech,  which  her  Majefty 
^  lately  delivered  unto  us,  (he  uied  this,  that  flie 
♦  defir^d  to  hp  beloved  of  her  Subje<?;s.     It  was  a 

*  wife 
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*  wife  Speech  of  a  wife  Prince,  for  an  Hiftorian  ^""f '"^'*^ 
«  faith,  Timer  excitat  in  Vindi^am.     Therefore,       ' 

*  Mr.  Speaker,   I  miflike  the  Bill  in  that  Point 

*  touching  Juftices,  and  alfo  touching  Taxation. 
'  I  will  only  fay  thus  much  with  Patiutius  in  the 

*  Nicene  Council,    Abfit  quod  tarn  grave  Jugum 

*  Fratribus  nojiris  imponamm. 

*  I  am  forry,  faid  Mr.  Comptroller,  after  foriy- 

*  three  Years  under  her  Majefty's  happy  Govern- 

*  ment,  that  we  (hall   now  difpute  to    commit 

*  a  Bill  of  this  Nature.    And  I  would  that  any 

*  Voice  durft  be  fo  bold  or  defperate  as  to  cry,  Aivay 

*  with  this  Bill.     The  old  Statute  gives  the  Penal- 

*  ty ;  this  new,  only  fpeedier  Means  to  levy  it. 
'  I  much  marvel  that  Men  will,  or  darfe,  accufe 
'  Juftices  of  Peace,  Minifters  to  her  Majefty,  with- 

*  out  whom  the  Common-Wealth  cannot  be.  If 
'  this  Boldnefs  go  on,  they  willaccule  Judges,  and 

*  laftly,  the  Seat  of  Juftice  itfelf.  That  all  Jufti- 
'  ces  fliould  be  thus  generally  accufed,  this  is  meer 
'  Barbarifm  indeed.     When  her  Majefty  (hall  have 

*  Underftanding  hereof,  it  will  be  no  Content  un- 

*  to  her,  and  a  Scandal  unto  us  all.' 

Mr.  Glafcock.     *  In  that  I  am  taxed  to  tax 

*  Juftices  of  Peace,  I  am  to  pray  the  Houfe  to 

*  give  me  Leave  to  make  an  Apology  for  myfelf. 

*  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  not  deny  that  I  fpake,  and 

*  protcft  it  in  my  Confcience,  I  fpake  only  of  the 
'  inferior  Sort  of  Juftices,  commonly  called  Baf- 
-  ket- Juftices ;  againft  thefe  I  will  not  fpeak  what  I 

*  fpake  laft,    but  other  Matter  in  other  Terms. 

*  They  be  like  the  Wife  Men  ofChaldee,  that  could 

*  never  give  Judgment  'till  they  faw  the  Entrails 

*  of  Beafts.     Our  Statutes  penal,  be  like  the  Beaft 

*  born  in  the  Morning,  at  his  full  Growth  at  Noon, 

*  and  dead  at  Night:  So  thefe  Statutes  quick  in 

*  Execution,  are  like  a  Wonder  for  nine  Days ;   fo 

*  long  after,  they  be  at  Height ;  but  by  the  End 

*  of  the  Year,  they  are  carried  dead  in  a  Baficet  to 

*  {he  Juftice's  tjoufi?.' 

Mr. 
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QueenTEliMbcth.  ^r.  Speaker.  Mr.  Glafcock,  you  fpeak  from 
the  Matter  and  Purpofe^  and  this  that  you  have 
fpoken  you  rriuji  jujiify. 

Mr.  Martin.  '  I  am  rather  willing  to  fpeak, 
in  that  I  would  willingly  have  an  End  of  this 
Matter.  I  think  we  all  atitee  upon  iheSubftance, 
that  it  is  fit  the  Sabbath  (hould  be  fan»5tified.  The 
other  Mattet,  which  is  the  Impediment,  I  know 
it  is  a  Grief,  but  I  leave  it  as  Matter  more  fit  to 
be  decided  at  a  Committee  than  here.  And 
therefore,  for  the  Honour  of  the  Queen  and  of 
her  Government,  I  wifh  it  may  be  committed 
without  further  Argument.* 
Sir  Robert  Wroth.  *  I  think  the  Office  of  Juf- 
tice  of  Peace  is  too  good  a  Calling  for  him  that 
exclaims  againft  it,  and  I  think  he'll  ne'er  have 
the  Honour  to  have  it.  It  were  good  they  were 
named,  and  that  he  told  who  they  were  ;  other- 
wife  honeft  Men  will  be  loth  to  ferve  the  Queen, 
when  they  Ihall  be  ilandered  without  Proof. 
Therefore  I  would  he  might  anfwer  it  at  the 
Bar.' 

Mr.  Johnfon.  '  This  Bill  is  an  excellent  Bill ; 
and  I  have  obferved  that  all  the  Speeches  yet 
fpoken,  have  been  interlarded  with  other  Matter, 
The  Gentleman  now  prorefteth  he  fpake  of 
Bafket-Juftices ;  I  appeal  to  the  whole  Houfe, 
whether  his  Definition  were  not  general,  viz, 
A  Juftice  of  Peace  is  a  Kind  of  living  Creature, 
that  for  half  a  Dozen  of  Chickens  will  difpenfe 
with  a  Dozen  of  penal  Statutes.  1  think  it  is 
well  known  that  the  Honourable  that  fit  about 
the  Chair,  and  all  the  reft  of  her  Majefty's  Privy 
Council,  have  and  ao  hold  the  fame  Place,  and 
this  loucheth  them  as  much  as  inferior  Juftices. 
And  therefore  I  humbly  pray  he  may  anfwer  it 
at  the  Bar,  and  that  it  may  not  be  pafs'd  over 
with  Silence.'-  But  all  faid,  A^^,  No. 
Mr.  Hde.  *  Every  Man  agrees  this  Bill  hath 
good  Matter,  and  we  all  agree  and  confent  to 
tlie  Subftance,  though  diflent  to  the  Form  i  fome 
have  more  Wit,  and  fome  have  more  Under- 

*  ftandin^ 
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*  ftanding  than  others.     If  they  of  meaner  Capa-Queg„£jj2g,^^jj 

*  city  and  Judgment  fpake  impertinently,  let  us        1601.      ' 
'  not  in  a  Spleen  ftraight  cry,  Away  with  the  BUI', 

*  but  let  us  give  it  the  fame  Favour  we  give  to  Bills 
'  of  far  inferior  Nature,  that  is  a  Commitment.* 

On  the  3d  of  December^  after  reading  fome 
Bills  of  no  great  Moment,  Mr.  Danmt^  Member 
for  Yarmouth^  got  up  and  made  a  Motion  of  too 
important  a  Nature  in  itfelf  and  Confequences  to 
be  omitted. 

*  May  it  pleafe  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  Duty  I 
owe  to  my  Sovereign  and  Country  makes  me  complaint  a- 
bold  to  crave  your  Patience  to  hear  me.  Thegainft  Pyrates 
Matter  that  I  fpeak  of  is  twofold,  the  firft  con-  ^'^^  Dunkirk, 
cerneth  the  Honour  of  the  Queen  ;  the  fecond 
the  Safety  of  our  Country  ;  two  very  high  Points 
for  me  to  handle,  and  require  a  more  eloquent 
Difcourfe  than  I  am  able  to  make.  I  will  ufe 
no  Circumftance,  or  with  fuperfiuous  Matter 
abufe  the  Time  which  is  very  precious,  but  to 
the  Matter.  I  have  been  of  the  Parliament  five 
or  fix  Times,  and  I  have  always  obferved  by 
this  Houfe  (and  I  would  willingly  be  refolved  by 
the  Honourable  about  the  Chair)  that  all  the 
Wars  of  her  Majefty  are  Wars  offenfive,  and  I 
do  not  hear  the  contrary  :  How  then  comes  it 
that  fuch  a  Number  of  her  Majefty 's  Subjeds  be 
fpoiled,  robbed,  beaten,  wounded,  themfelves 
taken,  ufed  with  fuch  extreme  Torture,  rack'd, 
carried  away,  imprifoned,  ranfomed,  fined,  and 
fome  executed  ;  and  all  this  Time  no  Wars  ? 
But,  give  me  Leave,  for  thefe  ten  Years,  1  am 
fure,  the  Subjeds  of  this  Land,  on  the  Sea- 
Coaft,  have  undergone  thefe  Tyrannies,  and  by 
whom  ?  Even  by  two  bafe  Towns,  Dunkirk 
and  Newport.  Dunkirk  began  with  two  Ships, 
and  are  now  encreafed  to  almoft  twenty.  They 
are  at  Home  at  Supper,  and  the  next  Day  here 
with  us.  I  muft  needs  confefs  the  great  Charge 
that  I  knovv?  the  Lord- Admiral  is  at  continually 

'  by 
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by  lying  ready  to  take  thefe  Pyrates.    Send  to 
take  them,  they  ftraight  flie   Home  :    If  our 
Ships  return  they  are  ftraight  here  again.    I  dare 
boldly  fay  it,  they  have  done  England  more  Hurt 
fince  they  began,  than  all  France^  cither  in  the 
Time  of  Henry  VHI.  Edward  VI.  or  Queen 
Mary,     If  it  be  fo  that  thefe  two  bafe  Towns 
(hall  fo  affront  the  Power  of  this  Land,  I  fee 
no  Reafon  why  they  (hould  be  fuffered  :  For  it 
is  a  great  Difhonour  both  unto  the  Queen  and 
unto  the  Kingdom.     1  have  heard  many  fay, 
that  the  Navies  are  the  Walls  of  the  Kingdom  j 
but  we  fufFer  our  Ships  ftili  to  be  deftroyed,  to  be 
burnt,  and  to  be  funk  before  our  Faces.    We  may 
compare  our  Seamen  to  Sheep  feeding  upon  a 
fair  Mountain,    in  the  Midft  whereof  ftands  a 
little  Grove  full  of  Wolves :  Why,  Mr.  Speaker, 
we  are  fo  plagued  with  them,  that  they  be  fo 
bold,  as  now  and  then  to  take  our  Harveft-mcn 
tardy,  by  Ambufcadoes.     I  fpeak  with  Grief, 
and  it  was  reported  unto  me  by  a  Scottijh-Man^ 
that  Duke  Albert  and  the  Infanta  fhculd  plainly 
publifh,  that  they  would  pull  down  fo  many  of 
the  Walls  of  England^  that  they  would  eafily 
make  an  Entry.     And  it  had  been  better  for 
Sea-Coaft-Men  to  have  given  the  Queen  an 
hundred  Subfidies,  that  they  had  been  long  fince 
fupprefs'd.     My  humble  Motion  is,  that  it  would 
pleafe  the  Houfe  to  enter  into  Confideration  of 
thefe  Things,  for  the  Honour,  Good  and  Safety 
both  of  the  Queen  and  of  the  Kingdom.* 
Mr.  Peake.     '  I  muft   needs  fhew.  unto  this 
Houfe  (upon  fo  good  an  Occafion  offered)  how 
grievoufly  the  Town  of  Sandwich^  for  which  I 
fervc,  is  vexed  and  almoft  undone ;  infomuch, 
as  in  that  Town  there  is  neither  Owner,  Matter 
or  Marmer  that  hath  not  felt  it.     Her  Majefty 
is  continually  at  Charge,  but  what  enfueth  or 
comeih  of  it,    I  never  yet  knew.     If  in  the 
County  of  Kent  at  Shooter's- Hill,   Gadd'^-Hill^ 
Barham-Doinhis'c.  there  fliould  many  and  ofter 
Robbeiies  be  committed,  and  the  Jurtices  look 

*  cot 
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not  to  it,  this  were  but  an  ill  Part.  Every  Day  q^,,„  ei;,,,^,j^ 
Men  come  Home,  their  Croods  and  all  they  have  i6ox. 
taken  away,  yea  their  very  Apparel ;  and  if  the 
Ships  might  alfo  be  carried  away,  they  would  do 
it.  This  (hould  be  amended  and  looked  into. 
We  had  need  to  cherifh  this  Subjeft;  I  think 
him  to  be  the  belt  and  mofl  neceflary  Member  of 
the  Common- Wealth,  I  mean  the  Navigator. 
Mr.  Secretary  Cecil.  '  My  Speech  (hall  only 
tend  to  advance  the  Motion  of  the  Gentleman 
that  fpake  firft  in  this  Point.  If  we  would  have 
Remedy,  we  are  to  confider  two  Things ;  firft. 
That  it  will  be  a  Matter  of  Charge  i  and  fe~ 
condly,  That  there  muft  be  a  Diftribution  thereof. 
For  the  firft,  I  leave  it  to  you ;  for  the  lecond, 
it  is  out  of  my  Element.  Withal  I  muft  excufe 
them  that  have  Authority  to  remedy  this ;  for 
unlefs  you  would  have  a  continual  Charge  unto 
her  Majefty  by  having  Ships  lying  betwixt  us  and 
Dunkirk,  it  is  impoflible  but  that  at  feme  Times 
thefe  Robberies  will  be  committed.  I  could  very 
well  agree  to  bring  this  Motion  to  Ibme  Head, 
being  a  Matter,  in  mine  Opinion,  very  confide- 
rable  in  a  Committee  ;  and  all  faid,  Jy.,  Ay,  Ay. 
Mr.  Dannet.  '  I  would  only  move  the  Houfc 
that  fome  Mafters  of  Ships  and  Seamen  might  be 
fent  for  to  attend  at  the  Committee.  Where- 
upon it  was  ordered  to  be  confidered  of  and  re- 
ferr'd  to  Committees,  viz.  all  the  Privy  Council 
being  Members  of  this  Houfe,  the  Queen's 
Learned  Council  being  of  this  Houfe,  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh,  the  Burgefles  for  Ports  and  Sea-faring 
Towns,  and  others. 

December  12th,  The  Bill  for  coming  to  Church  Further  Debaw 
on  Sundays  was  read  a  third  Time  j  and  another  ^'l  ^^.^  ^'^^  *°^ 

T\   <     ^  r  •  reforting    to 

Debate  aroie  upon  it.  Church. 

Mr.  Bond.     *■  This  Bill  as  it  is  now  ingrolTed, 
'  much  differeth  from  the  Firft  which  was  here 

*  prefented,  which  I  the  better  like  of.     Notwith- 
'  ftanding,  in  my  Opinion,  the  Bill  is  altogether 

*  needlefs,  and  divers  Reafons  move  me  to  think  it 

*  both 
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both  inconvenient  and  unneceflary.     Every  Evil 
in  a  State  is  not  to  be  met  with  in  a  Law  j  and 
as  it  is  in  natural,  (o  it  is  in  politick  Bodies,  that 
fometimes  the  Remedy  is  worfe  than  the  Difeafe. 
And  therefore  particular  Laws  againft  particular 
Offences  induce  Novelty,  and  in  Novelty  Con- 
tempt.    If  this  Bill  palfeth,  there  will  be  two 
Imputations  happen  to  the  State,  which  Wifdom 
wtlls  us  both  to  forefee  and  (hun  :  The  firft  an 
Infamy  to  our  Minifters,  that  our  Adverfaries 
may  fay,  This  is  the  Fruit  of  your  Labour  to' 
have  preached  away  your  Audience  out  of  the 
Church  :  The  fecond  no  lefs,  but  rather  a  greater 
Imputation   upon   our  Archbifhops    and  other 
Eccleiiaftical  Governors,    that    they  be  eitlier 
remifs  in  their  Authority,  or  elfe  that  their  Pre- 
rogative hath  not  ^o  much  Power  as  a  Twelve- 
penny  Fine.     And,  doubtlefs,  thefe  Imputations 
cannot  be  avoided,  if  we  give  the  Jefuits  fuch 
Head,  Scope  and  Comfort,    as  they,    in  their 
Writings,  greedily  apprehend.   I  do,  Mr  Speaker, 
conceive  great  Difference  betwixt  primo  Eliz. 
when   Time  was,  and  rhis  Law  of  44.  Eiiz. 
as  now  it  is.     Then  the  People  were  newly 
taken  from  MaffingandSuperftition  :  Now  they 
are  planted  in  Truth,  and  rooted  in  Religion. 
The  Light  did  then  fcarce  appear  unto  them, 
which  now  fliineth  with  glorious  Beams  upon 
ourTeachers  and  Ecclefiaftical  Judges.    Suppole 
that  a  Negleftor  of  Church-Service  comes  to 
the  Seffions  there  to  be  examined,  alledging  an 
Excufe  ;  many  Bufinefles  fo  concern  the  Doer 
not  to  be  known,  that  to  (peak  Truth  would  be 
a  Wound  unto  his  Confcicnce  ;  and  to  fay  his 
Bufinels,    was  a  meer  Mockery  ;  and  to  lay  an 
Untruth,   an   apparent   Damjer.     If  this  Law 
may  Itand  for  a  Law,  methinks  I  forefee  what 
Breach  of  Chanty  will  happen.     Say  there  be 
Forty  in  a  Town  abfen',  the  Church- Warden 
prefcnts  fome  and  not  other?  :  It  will  be  objec 
ted  unto  liim,  Wheiefore  (hould  I  be  prefcnted 
and   not   he  ?  Why,  my  Wife,  my  Son,  my 

Scr- 
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Servant,  my  Friend,  not  his  ?  ^c.  Will  not  thisQuge„Ei:„j^j,^ 
be  a  great  Breach  to  Unity  and  Peace?  Juft  1601. 
Profecution  will  be  infinitely  cumberfome,  and 
partial  Connivance  fubjeft  to  Quarrel.  Not- 
withftanding  this  Statute, we  leave  Power  to  the 
Ecclefiaftical  Judge,  whofe  Courfe  is  to  proceed 
to  Excommunication,  and  fo  an  Excommunicato 
capiendo  muft  be  had.  This  is  as  great  a  Charge 
as  the  Indictment  in  the  Statute  of  Prima,  In 
this  Statute  a  Witnefs  or  Two  muft  be  brought 
to  the  SelfionSjhe  muft  be  prefented  to  the  Grand- 
Jury,  and  fo  indifted  ;  this  will  coft  five  Shillings, 
a  Noble  or  ten  Shillings,  which  is  as  much  as. the 
Charge  in  the  firft  Statute.  So  becaufe  this  Bill 
is  fcandalous  to  the  Clergy,  fcandalous  to  the  State, 
repugnant  to  Charity  and  Crambe  reco^a  ;  I 
humbly  pray  it  may  be  rejefted.' 
Sir  Francis  Hafiings.  *  I  fhall  fpeak  upon 
great  Difadvantage  ;  I  perceive  this  Member  of 
our  Houfe  hath  taken  ftudied  Pains  to  difturb  the 
Paflage  of  this  Bill.  To  which  I  fhall  not  fo 
well  anfwer,  becaufe  I  cannot  fo  well  carry  a- 
way  the  Particulars  of  this  politick,  but  not  re- 
ligious Difcourfe.  If  it  be  Religion  to  be  obedi- 
ent at  Pleafure;  if  I  could  be  zealous  To-day, 
and  cold  To-morrow,  I  could  fubfcribe  to  all 
that  he  hath  faid.  We  cannot  do  a  more  ac- 
ceptable Thing  to  God,  or  a  more  dutiful  Ser- 
vice to  the  State,  than  bring  Men  to  fear  God. 
Religion  and  Policy  may  well  ftand  together  ; 
But  as  that  Policy  is  moft  deteftable  which  hath 
not  Religion  to  warrant  it,  fo  is  that  Religion 
moft  happy  which  hath  Policy  to  back  and  main- 
tain it.  I  know  the  Jejuits  and  Priefts  be  out 
of  Square,  and  be  at  a  Jarr  amongft  themfelves : 
I  pray  God  it  be  not  ;o  make  a  Breach  among 
us,  who  be  yet  in  Unity.  Wit  well  applied  is 
a  profitable  Thing  ;  but  ill  applied,  dangerous, 
in  whomfoever  dotn  abufe  it. 
'  There  is  no  Man  of  Senfe  and  Religion,  but 
thinketh  that  he  is  far  from  Religion  [pointing 
at  Mr,  Bofid]  that  fpoke  laft.     Firft,  he  faid,  it 

'  would 
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Queen  Elizabeth.  *  would  be  an  Imputation  to  our  Minifters.    That 
1601.        '  Speech  was  both  abfurd  in  Judgment,  and  flan- 

*  derous  in  Uttering  j  as  though  by  the  Minifters 

*  of  the  Word  we  were  loth  to  hear  of  our  Sins, 

*  or  reconcile  ourfelvcs  to   God.     The  Second, 

*  That  it  was  an  Imputation  on  Archbifliops,  Bi- 

*  (hops,  IfSc.     I  am  fo  far  from  blaming  their  Go- 

*  vernment,  that  I  renounce  that  Pofition.     I  am 

*  very  forry  that  the  Strength  of  their  Authority 

*  ftretcheth  not  fo  far  as  I  could  wifli  it  in  this 

*  Point.     But  methinlcs  this  Law  fhould  rather  be 

*  a  Credit  to  the  Miniftry,  that  now  we  having 

*  gone  to  Church  thefe  forty-three  Years  ourfelves, 

*  are  fo  fervent  in  Religion,    that  we  defire  alfo 

*  that  others  may  do  the  like.     I  befeech  you, 

*  give  me  Leave  to  wipe  off  a  Grievance,  which, 

*  it  feems,  the  Gentleman  that  laft  fpake  imputeth 
.*  unto  me.     He  hath  made  a  Proteftation  that  he 

'  is  no  Papift :  I  appeal  to  you  all  if  I  faid  he  was. 

*  And  I  fay  he  is  no  Puritan,  if  he  be  not  a  Papift; 

*  for  if  ever  there  be  a  Puritan  in  England^  it  is  a 
'  Papift.  I  learned  of  Dr.  Humfrey^  who  was 
'  fometimes  my  Tiitor,  a  Divifion  of  four  Sorts 

*  of  Puritans  J  ift,  TheCatholick,  which  holds, 

*  that  a  Man  cannot  fm  after  Baptifm  ;  2dly,  The 
«  Papift,  which  is  fuch  a  Mark- monger,  that  he 
'  would  not  only  fave  himfelf  by  his  own  Merits, 

*  but  by  the  Merits  of  others  alfo ;  a  3d  Sort  are 

*  the  Brownifts  or  Family  of  Love,  a  Sedl  too 

*  well  known  in  England^  I  would  they  had  never 

*  fo  been  ;  the  4th  and  laft  Sort,  are  your  Evan- 

*  gelical  puritans,  which  infift  wholly  upon  Scrip- 
'  tures  as  upon  a  fure  Ground ;  and  of  thefe  I 
'  would  we  had  many  more  than  we  now  have.' 

Dr.  Bennet  fliewtd,    *  That  there  were  1300, 

*  nay  1 5C0  Recuftnts  in  Korkjiyue^  which  he  vouch- 

*  ed,  upon  his  (.'redit,  were  preiented  both  in  the 

*  Ecclefiaftical  Court,  and  before  the  Council  at 
'  York! 

Sir  Robert  Wroth  (hewed,  *  That  he  had  a  Pro- 

*  vifo  re-Jy  ingrofled,  the  Subftance  whereof  was, 

*  That  if  any  Man  came  eight  Times  a  Year  to 

*  the 
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*  the  Church,  and  (aid  the  ufual  Divine  Service  Qa<enEiiribetl», 

*  twice  every  Sunday  and  Holyday  in  his  Houfe,        i6oi< 
'  with  his  whole  Family,  that  fhould  be  a  fuffici- 

*  ent  Dirpenfation.'  This  was  utterly  mifliked : 
Yet  divers,  which  were  defirous  to  overthrow  the 
Bill,  went  forth  with  the  Provifo,  becaufe  they 
would  have  it  joined  with  the  Bill  to  overthrow  it. 
Whereupon  the  Houfe  was  divided,  and  upon  Di- 
vifion  it  appeared  thusj  Ayes  126,  Noes  85.  So 
the  Provifo  pafs'd.  Then  it  was  put  to  the  Que- 
ftion  for  the  Bill,  but  then  divers  Reafons  were 
fhewed,  Mr.  Bond^s  two  Reafons  of  Prejudice  to 
Minifters  and  the  Clergy,  and  the  Danger  by 
Breach  of  Charity  ;  that  the  Information  was  a 
Thing  contrary  to  Magna  Charta-,  that  there  might 
be  a  Conviftion  without  Inquiry. 

Sir  (f^aUer  Raleigh  {hewed,  *That  all  the  Church- 

*  Wardens  of  every  Shire  mull  come  to  the  Aflizes 

*  to  give  Information  to  the  Grand- Jury ;  fay  then 

*  there  be  1 20  Pariflies  in  a  Shire,  there  muit  now 

*  come  extraordinary  240  Church-Wardens:  And 

*  fay  that  but  two  in  a  Parifh  offend  in  a  Quarter 

*  of  a   Ye<ir,    that  makes  480  Perfons  with  the 

*  Offenders  to  appear ;  what  great  Multitudes  this 

*  will  bring  together,  what  Quarrelling  and  Dan- 

*  ger  may  happen,  befides  giving  Authority  to  a 
'  mean  Church-Warden,  how  prejudicial  this  may 

*  be,    is?f.  with  divers  other  Reafons  againft  it. 

*  As  alfo   fome  Ambiguities   and  Equivocations 

*  therein  ;  the  Provifo  newly  added  being  a  plain 

*  Toleration  from  coming  to  Church  ;  and  that 

*  the  Parfon  could  not  prefent  or  conftrain  any  if 

*  they  fiid  Service  at  Home.* 

So  it  was  put  to  the  Queflion,  the  Jyes  went 
forth  and  were  105,  and  the  Noes  within  io6  ; 
but  then  the  Jyes  laid  they  had  Mr.  Speaker's, 
which  would  make  it  even.  And  then  it  grew  to 
a  Queftion,  whether  he  had  a  Voice.  Sir  Edward 
HobbiBy  who  was  of  the  Jye  Side,  faid,  *  That 
'  when  her  Majefty  had  given  us  Leave  to  chufe 
'  our  Speaker,  ihe  gave  us  Leave  to  chufe  one 

*  out  of  our  own  Number,  and  not  a  Stranger,  a 
Vol..  IV,  1  i  '  Citizen 
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Queen  iiiMbeth. '  Citizen  of  London  and  a  Member ;  and  therefore 

x6oi.        *  he  hath  a  Voice.'     To  which  it  was  anfwered 

by  Sir  IVdlter  Raleigh^  and  confirmed  by  the  Speaker 

himfelf,  '  That  he  was  foreclofed  of  his  Voice  by 

,     *  taking  that  Place,  which  il  had  pleafed  ihem  to 

'  impofe  upon  him  ;  and  that  he  was  to  be  indifFe- 

*  rent  for  both  Parties :  And  withal  (hewed,  that, 
'  by  Order  of  the  Houfe,  the  Bill  was  loft.' 

Mr.  Bowyer  faid,  *  I  think  it  not  loft,  for  there- 

*  hath  been  foul  and  great  Abufe  offered  in  this 

*  Matter.     A  Gentlemm  that  would  willingly  go 

*  forth  according  to  his  Confcience,  was  pulled 
'  back :  Though  1  much  reverence  my  Mafters  of 

*  the  Temple,  and  am  bound  to  our  Benchers  of 

*  the  Middle -Temple,  yet  if  it  will  pleafe  the  Houfe, 

*  and  you.  Mr.  Speaker,  to  command  me  to  name 
'  him,  I  will.'  The  greater  Voice  faid  No ;  yet 
Mr.  Secretary  Cecil  willed  him  to  name  him,  and 
he  faid,  *  It  was  Mr.  Dale  of  the  Middle-Temple* 

Sir  IValter  Raleigh.     *  Why,  if  it  pleafe  you, 

*  it  is  a  fmall  Matter  to  pull  one  by  the  Sleeve,  for 

*  fo  I  have  done  myfelf  oftentimes.'  ("And  great 
loud  Speech  and  Stir  there  was  in  the  Houfe.) 

Mr.  Comptroller  (after  Silence)  faid,    *  It  is  a 

*  moft  intolerable  Diforder.     I  think  the  Offence 

*  is  a  heinous  Offence,  both  againft  God  and  this 

*  Alfembly.     For  the  lirft,  in  that  every  Man  is 

*  to  go  according  to  his  Confcience,  and  not  by 

*  Compulfion  ;  and  for  the.  other  Gentleman,  Sir 

*  Walter  Raleigh^  that  faid  he  had  often  done  the 

*  hke,  I  think  he  may  be  afhamed  of  it ;  for  large 

*  is  his  Confcience,  if  in  a  Matter  of  fo  great  Con- 
'  fequence  he  will  he  drawn  either  forwards  or 

*  backwards  by  the  Sleeve  ;  and  I  think  it  fo  hein- 

*  0U5,    that  he  deterves  to  anfwer  it  at  the  Bar 

*  meaning  Mr. /^<;/ir,  ^ixs.ihtQ-A.w^t'^xx  Walter  Ra~ 

*  Ugh  was  laft  named,  it  was  taken  to  be  meant 
* 'of  him.) 

•V^r.  Sccrcrary  Cecil     *  I   am  forry  to  fee  thit 

'•Di  order,  .-ind  liule  do  you  know  how  for  Dif- 

'  *  orticr  this  P<irliarnent  is  taxed,  I  am  forry  I  can- 

*  rio:  fay  llancered.     1  had  hoped  as  this  Parlia- 

^  menl 
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*  ment  began  gravely  and  with  Judgment,  fo  we  Queen EUzabttk. 

*  (hould  have  ended  modeftly,  and,  at  leaft,  with        '<o*/  * 
'  DiTcretion.     I  proteft  I  have  a  Libel  in  my  Pocket 

'  againft  the  Proceedings  of  this  Parliament.   The 

*  Offence  which  the  Gentleman  that  laft  fpake, 

*  fpoke  of,  I  confefs  is  great  and  punifliabie  ;  and 

*  this  I  wifh  may  be  inHided  on   him,  that  he, 
'  whofe  Voice  may  be  drawn  either  forwards  or 

*  backwards  by  the  Sleeve,  like  a  Dog  in  a  String, 

*  may  be  no  more  of  this  Houfe  ;  and  I  wifh  for 
'  his  Credit's  Sake  he  would  not.     But  that  it 

*  fhould  be  fo  great  to  be  called  to  the  Bir,  I  fee 
'  no  Reafon  ;  neither  do  I  know  why  any  in  this 

*  Houfe  fhould  fpeak  fo  imperioufly,  as  to  have  a 

'  Gentleman  of  his  Place  and  Quality  (pointing  to  Whkhis  thrown 

*  Sir  Walter  Raleigh)  called   to  the  Bar,   I  fee  no         out. 

*  Reafon  for  it  :  For  the  Matter  itfelf,  the  Noes 

*  were  106,  and  the  Ayes  105,  the  Speaker  l;ath 

*  no  Voice;  and  though  I  am  forry  to  fiy  it,  yet  / 

*  I  mud  needs  confefs,  loft  it  is,  and  farewel  it.* 
And  fo  the  Houfe  rofe  confufcdly. 

December  16.  A  Bill  concerning  Captains,  Sol- 
diers, and  Mariners,  was  read  the  fecond  Time; 
and,  by  reafon  of  the  Generality  of  tbe  B;!',  it  was 
much  excepted  againft  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh^  and 
others. 

Mr.  Glafmk  faid,  Mr.  Speaker,  <  I  have  fome-  pebate  on  a  Bill 

*  thing  touching  this  Bill  to  deliver  to  the  Houfe,  riLt.n?  :o  Sol- 

*  in  Difcharge  of  my  Confcience.     And  I  do  hum-  '^"^'^'  ^*^' 

*  bly  and  heartily  pray  you  all,  to  hear  me  patient- 

*  ly  and  quietly,  without  Interruption. 

"•  I  have  been  obferved,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  be  an 

*  Enemy  to  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  and  to  have  fpo- 

*  ken  irreverently,  and  much  againft  them:    For 

*  my  own  Part,  I  mind  now  to  make   my  laft 

*  Speech  for  this  Parliament,  and  this  Proteftation 
*•  withal :    That  I  never  ufed  any  irreverent  Lan- 

*  guage  towards  thofe,  whofe  Honefty  joined  with 

*  their   Authority,   and  make  themfelves  famous, 
'•  under  the  Title  of  upright  Juftices.     My  Speech, 

*  was;  never  uttered  againft  them,  but  againft  two 

I  I  2  *  Sorts 
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Qu^ea Elizabeth.*  Sorts  of  Jufticcs,  that  have  Authority  at  the 
iff«f},        *  Commiflion  of    Mjfters;   (for  all  within    the 

*  County,   are  authorized  generally  by  the  Word 

*  Juftices)  by  whom  1  would  be  loath  to  be  voak- 

*  ed,  or  commanded.     The  firft  is,  the  Cncir- 
?  cumcifed  Jufticc  of  Peace;  the  other,  the  Adul- 

*  derating  Juftice  of  Peace. 

'  The  tJncircumcifcd  Juftice  is  he,  who  from 

*  bafe  Stock  and  Lineage,  by  his  Wealth,  is  gotten 

*  to  be  within  the  CommilTion.     And  I  call  hira 

*  TJncircumcifed,   becaufe  he  hath  not  cut  off  the 

*  Forefkin  of  his  Offences;    and  fo  by  his  Virtue, 

*  wiped  away  the  Blot  or  Stain  of  Bafenefs  in  his 
^  Birth  ai^d  t-ineage. 

*  The  Adulterating  Juftice  is  he,  that  is  a  Gen- 

*  tleraan-born,  virtuous,  difcreet,  and  wife;  yet 
^  poor  and  needy.     And  fo  only  for  his  Virtues 

*  and  Qualities,  put  ipto  the  Commiflion.    This 

*  Man,  I  hold  unfit  to  be  a  Juftice,  though  1  think 

*  him  to  be  a  good  Member  in  the  Common- 

*  Wealth.     Becaufe,  I  hold  this  for  a  Ground  in- 

*  fallible,   That  no  poor  Man  ought  to  be  in  Au- 

*  tbority  ;  my  Reafun  is  this,  he  will  fo  bribe  you, 
^  and  extort  you,    that  the  fweet  Scent  of  Riches 

*  and  Gain,    takes  away  and  confoundeth  the  true 

*  Tafte  of  "juftice  and  Equity.     For  the  Scripture 

*  faith,    munera  exccecant  Cfculos  Ju/iorum\    ^nd 

*  Juftice  is  never  imprifoned  and  fupprefled,  but 
'  by  Bribery.  And  fuch  kind  of  Minifters  I  fpeak 
'  of.  And  I  call  him  an  Adulterating  Juftice; 
'  becaufe,  look  how  many  Bribes  he  taketh,  fo 

*  many  Baftards  he  begets  to  the  Common- Wealth. 

*  Then  let  us  fee,  whence  tbefe  Juftices  do 

*  come,  and  how  they  be  made.     It  cannot  be 

*  denied,    but  all  Juftices  are  made  by  the  Lord - 

*  Keeper;  then  he  is  in  Fault,  and  noneelie.  For 
^  my  own  Opinion,  I  have  ever  held  him  to  be  a 

*  Man  both  honourable,  grave,  and  wife;  fo  juft, 

*  that  never  was  the  mcjneft  Subject  fo  wronged 

*  that  he  ever  complained. 

*  l"i  crefore,  his  Juftice  cannot  be  taxed,     ylye^ 
<  ()yt  his  C^e  "^^y»  for  ^e  only  makeih  them. 
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No,  I  may  more  eafily  excufe  him,  than  our-  Queen Eii«bctb. 
felves;  for  he  maketh  none,  but  fuch  as  have  i6of. 
Certificates  commendatory  from  the  Juftices  of 
Aflize.  Why  then,  they  be  in  Fault  j  for  im- 
poffible  it  is,  my  Lord- Keeper  (hould  know  the 
Quality  and  Sufficiency  of  them  himfelf,  but 
only  per  Mum,  in  Truft,  as  by  the  Juftices  of 
Aflize.  No,  the  Gall  lies  not  there ;  for  they 
neither  (by  reafon  they  are  not  always  riding  one 
Circuit)  are  well  acquainted  with  the  Natures  of 
thpfe  Juftices;  but  when  any  delireth  to  be  a 
Juftice,  he  getteth  a  Certificate  from  divers  Ju- 
ftices of  the  Peace  in  the  Country,  to  the  Jufti- 
ces of  Aflize,  certifying  them  of  their  Sufficien- 
cy and  Ability.  And  they  again  make  their  Cer- 
tificate (believing  the  former)  to  the  Lord-Keep- 
er, v;ho  at  the  next  AflSzes,  puts  them  into 
Commiflion.  And  thus  is  the  Lord-Keeper  abu- 
fed,  and  the  Juftices  of  Aflize  abufed,  and  the 
Country  troubled  with  a  corrupt  Juftice,  put  in 
Authority. 

*  The  Caufe  comes  only  from  the  Juftices  them- 
felves.  And  who  be  they  ?  Even  all  of  you  her^ 
prefent,  or  moft  of  us.  My  Suit,  therefore  is, 
That  you  willabftain  from  fuch  Commendations, 
and  hold  your  Hands  from  writing  Iniquity,  and 
doing  fo  finful  a  Deed,  as  to  commend  an  un- 
worthy Perfon,  and  not  to  commend  a  worthy 
and  deferving  Subject.  And  I  think  this  a  Pofi- 
tion  both  true  and  public,  that  it  is  as  great  a  Sin 
to  add  to  the  unworthy,  as  to  detract  from  the 
worthy.  And,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  thefe  Men  may 
be  excepted  out  of  the  Bill,  i  will  not  only  be 
ready  to  go,  but  to  run  forth  to  have  fo  good  a 
Law  eftablilhed.' 

Then  Mr.  Townjhend  (g)  {hewed,  *  That  in 
too  much  Generality,  there  never  wanted  Er- 
ror. And  fo  in  this  Bill,  being  too  general, 
namely,  all  from  the  Age  of  Eighteen  to  Sixty, 
muft  appear  at  Mufters,    and  mav  be  preft ;    no 

*  Ex- 

(^>  Author  ff  the  Colkclior.s, 
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Queen  Elizabeth. '  Exception  of  any,    and  therefore  no  Profeflion 
**"'•        *  exempted. 

*  It  is  not  unknown  unto  you,  that  by  Profeffi- 

^.  on,  I  am  a  Lawyer,  and  therefore,  unfit  to  be  a 

/*  Profeflbr  of  the  Art  of  War.     Therefore,    I 

.*  pray,  that  it  would  pleafe  the  Houfe,  if  they 

*  would  commit  the  Bill,    to  commit  it  to  be  re- 

*  turned  on  the  laft  Day  of  the  next  Parliament ; 
'  or  elfe,  that,  as  a  worthy  Gentleman  (Setjeant 
'  Heak)  the  laft  Parliament,  in  a  Bill  of  this  Na- 
'  tare  moved,  to  have  an  Exception  or  Provifo  for 

*  all  Serjeanrs ;    it  would  pleafe  you  to  admit  of  a 

*  Provifo  for  all  Lawyers.*  At  which  the  Houfe 
laughed  heartily  j  and  the  Bill  was  drop'd. 

The  next  Day  the  Speaker  having  taken  Notice, 
^j'^^^*^'^  "^^- That  the  Parliament  was  likely  to  cw^  next  Satur- 
Tilin^g^'oZ^^y^  S'''  ^f^^'^'i  Hajlings  ftood  up  and  faid,  Mr. 
fes.  Speaker,  *  Becaufe  1  fee  the  Houfe  at  fo  good  Lei- 

*  fure,    I  will  be  bold  to  remember  fome  Matters 

*  paiTcd  this  Parliament,    and  deliver  my  Opinion, 

*  with  Defire  of  Reformation :  I  mean  not  to  lax 
'  any  Man. 

*  Divers  Speeches  have  been  ufed  concerning  Ju- 

*  ftices  of  the  Peace,  fo  llanderous  and  defamatory ; 

*  with  fo  unwonted  Epithets,  with  fuch  ilander- 
'  ous  Definitions  j  a  Teftimony  of  Levity  for  the 

*  one,  and  fcant  found  Judgment  for  the  other. 

'  And  therefore,  I  do  humbly  pray  the  Honour- 

*  able  here  prefent,  that  thofe  Juftices  which  ferve 

*  religioufly,  dutifully,  and  carefully,  may  be 
'  countenanced. 

*  The  Church  and  Common-Wealth  are  two 

*  Twins,  which  laugh  and  live  together.     Long 

*  have  we  joyed  in  her  Majefty'i  happy  Govern- 

*  ment,  and  long  may  we. 

*  We  have   two  ttrong  Enemies,    Rome  and 

*  Spain  \  from  thence  all  our  Rebellions  have  pro- 

*  ceedcd,  and,  by  Treafons  hatched  there,  the  fa- 

*  cred  Life  of   our   fweet  Sovereign  hath  been 
'  fought  and  endangered. 

*  The 
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'  The  Boldnefs  of  the  Jefuits,  and  Seminaries,  Queen Ellzabeihi 

*  is  greatly  increafed,    and  they  be  very  diligent  to        i6oi. 

*  pervert;  which  their  often  and  ordinary  publifh- 

*  ed  Pamphlets,  to  every  Man's  View,  well  tefti- 

*  fieth,  and  apparently  fheweth  the  Perverfenefs  of 

*  their  Spirits,    and  Corruptnefs  of  their  Hearts. 

*  And  the  Multitude  being  perverted,    what  Dan- 

*  ger  this  may  breed  to  the  State,  and  our  Sovereign 

*  Queen,  judge  you. 

'  For  my  Part,  I  am,  and  will  be  ready  to  lay 
'  my  Life  at  her  Feet,  to  do  her  Service;  we  had 

*  need  to  have  fpecial  Care  of  them,  for  themfelves 
'  do  brag  they  have  forty  Thoufand  true  hearted 

*  Catholics  (for  fo  they  call  them)  in  England;  be- 
'  fides,  their  Retinue,  poor  Catholics  and  Neuters^ 

*  and  I  know  not  what.     It  is  therefore  fit,  we 

*  look  to  this  dangerous  Cafe,  and  not  to  think  our- 

*  felves  fecure,  becaufe  we  find  no  Harm:  For  it 
'  is  a  true  Pofition,  That  Security  without  Provi- 
'  dence,  is  mod  dangerous. 

'  I  conclude  only  with  this  Defire,  that  thofe 

*  who  have  fuprcme  Authority,  will  look  that  thofe 
'  who  have  inferior  Government,  may  do  faithful- 
'  ly  ;  and  that  we  may  be  kept  in  Obedience.* 

We  have  now  gone  through  all  the  material 
Tranfadions  and  Debates  which  happened  in  this 
Parliament. 

On  the  19th  of  December^  Her  Majefty,  with  , 

divers  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  being  fet  in  Spe«hrto"he 
the  Upper  Houfe  in  their  Parliament  Robes,  be-  Queen  at  the 
tweenTwo  and  Three  in  the  Afternoon,  the  Houfe  S^'ji^  °^  *^^ 
of  Commons  had  Notice  thereof,  and  thereupon 
repaired  thither  with  John  Crooke,  Efq;  Recorder 
of  London,  their  Speaker,  who  being  placed  at  the 
Rail,  or  Bar,  at  the  lower  End  of  the  faid  Upper 
Houfe,  after  he  had  made  three  Reverences  to  her 
Majefty,  fitting  under  a  rich  Cloth  of  State,  fpakc 
to  this  EfFed  following. 

'  That  Laws  were  not  at  firft  made  with  hu- 

*  mane  Pen,  but  by  divine  Ordinance;  That  po- 

*  lilick 
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*^'*"£i"'^'^*  *  ^^^'^^  Laws  were  made  according  to  the  evil  Con- 

*  ditions  of  Men,  and  that  all  Laws  ferve  not  for 
'  all  Timfts,  no  more  than  one  Medicine  for  all 
'  Difeales;  if  he  wereafked,  what  were  the  Firft 

*  and  chiefeft  Thing  to  be  conlidered,  he  would 

*  fay,  Religion .     So  Religion  is  all  in  all,  for  Re- 

*  ligion  breeds  Devotion  ;  Devotion  breeds  Zeal 

*  and  Piety  to  God,  which  breedeth  Obedience 
'  and  Duty  to  the  Prince,  and  Obedience  of  the 

*  Laws,  which  breedeth  Faithfulnefs  and  Honefty 

*  and  Love ;  three  necelTary  and  only  Things,  to 

*  be  wifhed  and  obl'erveJ  in  a  well  -  governed 
'  Common-Wealth.     And  that  her  Majefty,  by 

*  planting  true  Religion,  had  laid  fuch  a  Founda- 
'  tion  upon  which  all  thofe  Virtues  were  fo  plan- 
'  ted  and  builded^ihat  they  could  noteafily  be  root 
'  ed  up  and  extirpated.     And  therefore  he  did  ac- 

*  knowledge  that  we  will  praife  God  and  her  Ma- 
'  jelly  for  it.     And  then  he  defcended  to  fpeak  of 

*  Governments  and  Laws  of  Nations,  among  and 

*  above  all  which,  he  principally  prefcrr'd  the  Laws 

*  of  this  Land,  which  he  faid  were  fo  many  and  fo 

*  wife,  that  there  was  almoft  no  Offence  but  was  met 

*  with  in  a  Law.     Notwithftandmg  her  Majefty 

*  being  defirous,  for  the  Good  of  her  Land,  to  call 

*  a  Parliament  for  Redrefs  of  fome  old  Laws,  and 
'  making  fome  new,  her  dutiful  and  loving  Sub- 

*  jedls  having  conlidered  of  them,  have  made  fome 
'  new,  and  amended  fome  old,  which  they  hum- 

*  biy  defjre  may  be  made  Laws  by  her  mod  Roy- 

*  al  Aflent  which  giveth  Life  unto  them.    And  fo, 

*  after  Thanks  given  for  the  Pardon,  by  wh:ch  wc 

*  dread  your  Juftice  and  admire  your  Mercy,  and 

*  a  Prayer  unto  her  Majefty  that  (he  would  accept, 

*  as  the  Teftimonies  of  our  Love  and  Duty  ofl'cr- 

*  ed  unto  her,  with  a  free  Heart  and  willing  Spi- 

*  fit,  four   entire  Subfidies  ;inJ    Eight    Fifiecnths 

*  and    Tenths,  to  be  col!e<^ed  of  our  Lands  andf 

*  Livelihoods  J  and  having  craved  Pardon  for    his 

*  Offence,  if  either  he  had  forgotten  himfclf  in 

*  Word  Of  Adion,  he  ended.' 

The 
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The  which  the  Lord  Keeper  anfwered  thus  in  (^een Elizabeth. 
Effe6t.  *  Firft,  as  touching  her  Majefty's  proceed-  i6o*. 
ings  in  the  Laws  for  her  Royal  Aflent,  that 
ihould  be  as  God  fhould  direft  her  Sacred  Spirit. 
Secondly,  For  your  Prefentation  of  fourSubfidies'^^.J'^J^J^^^* 
and  Eight  Fifteenths  and  Tenths;  Thirdly, 
your  humble  Thankfulnefs  for  the  Pardon,  for 
jthera  and  yourfelf ;  I  will  deliver  her  Majefty's 
Commandment  with  what  Brevity  I  may,  that 
I  be  not  tedious  to  my  moft  gracious  Sovereign. 
Firft;  (he  faith,  touching  your  Proceeding  in  the 
Matter  of  her  Prerogative,  that  fhe  is  perfuaded 
Sut^ds  did  never  more  dutifully ;  and  that  fhe 
underftocd  you  did  but  obitir  touch  her  Prero- 
gative, and  no  otherwife  but  by  humble  Petition; 
and  therefore,  that  Thanks  that  a  Prince  may 
give  to  her  Subjeds,  fhe  willingly  yieldeth  : 
^But  {he  now  well  perceiveth,  that  private  Re- 
fpedls  are  privately  majqued  under  public  Pre- 
tence. Secondly,  touching  the  Prefentation  of 
your  S«blidy>  fhe  fpecially  regardeth  twoThings, 
both  the  Pertons  and  and  the  Manner ;  for  the 
firft,  fhe  fell  into  Commendations  of  the  Com- 
monalty; for  the  fecond,  the  Manner,  which 
was  fpeedy,  not  by  Perfualion  or  perfuafive  In- 
ducements, but  freely  out  of  Duty  with  great 
Contentment.  In  the  Thing  which  ye  have 
granted,  her  Majefty  greatly  commendeth  your 
Confidence  and  Judgment ;  and  though  it  be 
not  proportbnabie  to  her  Occafions,  yet  (he  moft. 
thankfully  receiveth  the  fame  as  a  loving  and 
thankful  Prince ;  and  that  no  Prince  was  ever 
more  unwilling  to  exadt  or  receive  any  thing 
from  the  Subje(S  than  fhe,  oar  moft  gracious 
Sovereign;  for  we'  all  know  fhe  never  was  a 
greedy  Grafper  nor  ftrait-handed  Keeper;  and 
therefore  fne  commanded  me  to  fay,  that  you 
iave  done  (and  fo  (he  taketh  itj  dutifully,  plen- 
tifully and  thankfully.' 

*  For  yourf-lf,  Mr  Speaker,  her  Majefty  com- 
manded me  to  fav,  that  vou  have  proceeded 
VcL.  IV.  '  K  Ji      .  '  witB 
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(^eenEiiiabeth.  *  with  fuch  Wifdom  and  Difcretion,  that  it  is 
x6oi.       c  much  to  your  Commendations;  and  that  none 

*  before  you  hath  deferved  more.' 

And  fo  he  ended,  after  an  Admonition  given  to 
the  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  '  That  they  would  not 
'  deferve  the  Epithets  of  prolling  Juftices,  Jufti- 

*  ces  of  Quarrels,  who  counted  Champerty  good 
'  Chevefance,  Sinning  Juftices  who  do  fuck  and 
'  confume  theWealth  and  Good  of  the  Common- 

*  Wealth  ;  and  alfo  againft  thofe  who  lie  (if  not 
'  all  the  Year,  yet)  at  leaft  three  Quarters  of  the 

*  Year  in  this  City  of  London* 
The  Paritamcnt     After  all  this,   and  the  Queen's  Royal  Aflent 

given  to  nineteen  Public  Afts  and  ten  Private,  the 
Lord  Keeper,  by  her  Majefty's  Command,  dif- 
folv'd  this  Parliament. 


diiToiv'd. 


Thr  Death  of  We  havc  now  done  with  the  laft  Parliament  of 
the  Qneen.  Q^tcn  EHzabeth,  which  fhe  furviv'd  only  about 
two  Years,  dying  in  a  good  old  Age,  at  her  Manor 
of  Richmond,  March  the  24th,  jinno  1603,  in  the 
44th  Year  of  her  Reign ;  which  Day,  being  Thurf- 
</d'>',old5/(jt(;^makesthiswhimricalRemark:  *  That 
ic  wasa  Day  of  the  Week  fatal  to  Henry  VIII,  and 
all  his  Pofterity  :  For  he  died  on  Thurfday,  Janu- 
ary the  28th  ;  King  Edward^  on  Thurfday  the  6th 
Of  July;  Q^cen  Mary,  on  Thurfday  the  17th  of 
November ;  and  Queen  Elizabeth^  on  Thurjday, 
March  the  24th.' 

This  Queen  was  the  firft  that  Aipprefs'd  all  Man- 
ner of  bafe  Money  in  England,  and  reduced  the 
Engii/h  Coin  into  Gold  and  Silver. — In  her  Reign, 
confidering  the  great  Extent  of  it,  were  fewer 
Parliaments  than  in  any  of  her  immediate  Prcde- 
cefTors.  In  the  Coarfe  of  Forty- four  Years,  fhc 
had  but  nine  or  ten  Parliaments  which  fat  to  do 
Bufinefs ;  and  fhe  kept  one  near  eleven  Years,  by 
a  Multitude  of  Prorogations,  with  very  few  Sef- 

^ons  in  it. But  then  the  Speeches  and  Debates, 

in  moft  of  thefe  Parliaments,  are  more  amply  pre- 
fcrved  than  in  any  before.     By  which  the  Reader 

is 
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is  entertained  with  the  Sentiments  and  politicViewsQueenElkab^tJjji 
of  all  the  greateft  Statefmen,  Courtiers,  and  Anti-       i6oi, 
Courtiers  of  that  Age,  as  near  as  poflible,  in  their 

own  Words  and  Expreffions. Befides,  The 

Charadler  of  the  Queen  herfelf,  will  better  appear 
by  her  Conduft,  Meflages  and  Speeches  to  her 
Parliaments,  than  in  any  other  View  whatfoever. 


The  END  ^/^^^FouRTH  VoiuME. 
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